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NICOLAS PEDROSA. |

A, TICGOLAS Pedrofa, a-bufy little being, who
L X ‘followed the trades of thaver, furgeon, and.
man-midwife, in the town of Madrid, mounted
his mule at the door of his thop in the Plazucla
de los Affligidos, and pufhed through the gate of
San Bernarding, being called to a. patient in the
neighbouring village of Foncarral, upon a preﬁing |
~occafion.  Every body knows that the ladies in
Opain in certain cafes do not give long warning to
‘pracuitioners of a’certain defcription, and no bo-
dy knew it better than Nicelas, who was-refolved
not to lofe an inch of his way, nor of his mule’s
befl fpeed by the way, if- cudgel lmg could béat it
out of her. It was plain to Nicolas’s conviction

x93 plain could be, that his road laid firaight forward
20 the little convent in front; the mule was of 0«
‘pinion, that the turning on the left down the hill

towards the Prado was the road of all Yoads moit -

familiar and agrecable to herfelf, and accordingly
bemm to difpute the point of toponrraphy with Ni=
- colas, by fixing her fore feet refolutely in the

ground, dipping her head at the’ fame time be=

- tween them, and launching heels and crupper fus

viouflly into the airy in'the way of argument.. Lit-
-~ tle Pedrofa, who was armed at heel with one maf-
fy filver fpur of ftout, though anciént workman-

{hip, rgfolutely apphcd. the rulty rowel to the
- | ﬁloulder '
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THE HISTORY OF, & 3
ﬁhoalder of his beaft, driving 1t with all th e good-
will in the world to the very butt, and at the {ame
time adroitly tuchg his blue cloth capa under his
right arm, and flinging the {kirt over the left fhoul-
der en cavalier, bewan to lay about him with a ftout
athen {dphng upon the ears, pole, and cheeks of
the recreafit mule. The fire now flathed from a
pair of Andalufian eyes, as black as charcoal and
not tefs inlammable, and taking the fegara frem his
mouth, with which he had vainly h0ped to have ree
galed hlb noftrils ina fharp winter’s evening by the
way, taifed fuch a thundering troop of angels,
{aints, and martyrs, from St. Michael downwards,”
siot forgetting his own. namefake Saint Nicolas de
Tolentino by (& way, that'if curfes could have
made the mule to go, the dlfnute would have been
foon ended, but not a faint could make her ftir 2=
ny other ways than UP‘VdTua and downwards at a
ftand. A fmall troop ¢f mendicant friars were at
“this moment condufting the hoft to a dying man.
¢ Wicolas Pedrofa,” fays an ‘old friar, ¢ be pa-
¢¢ tient with your beaft, and fpare your blafphe-
66 mies . remember Dalaam.”—¢ Ah, father,” rea
plied Pedrofa, ¢ Balaam LudO‘elled his beaft till the
¢ {poke, fo will 1 mine till ‘he roars.”—Fie, fie,
¢ profane fellow,” cries another of the fraternity.
¢ Go about your work, friend,” quoth Nicolas,
s¢ and let me ¢a about mine; I warrant it is the
- ¢ more preiling of the two your patient is going
s¢ out. of the world, mine is coming into it.”
& Hear Ium,” Crics a thnd « hear the vile wretch,
~6¢ how _he bla:.phen“es thc body of God’-—And

then the trcmp pafled flowly on to the tinkling of
the bell,

A man muft know nf:thmc‘ of a mule’s €ars,
who does not know what a paﬂ’mn they have for
fzhc tinkling of a bPH and no. fooner had the jing-

. ling.
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4 THE HISTORY OF
~ling chords vibrated in the fympathetlc organs of
Pedrofa’s beaft, than bouhmg forward with a fud-
~den {oring, he fan roaring into the throng of fri-
ars, trampling on fome, and’fhouldering others at
a moft profane rate ; when Nicolas availing him-
{elf of the impetus, and perhaps not able to con-
troul it, broke away, and was out of fight in a mo-
ment. ¢ All the devils in hell blow fire into thy
1 % tail, thou beaft of Babylon,” muttered Nicolas to
..inmfﬂlf as -he fcampered along, never once looking
behind him, or fiopping to apologlze for the mif-
chief he had done to the bare feet and ﬂnrtlefs nbs
~ of the hol !y brotherhood.
" Whether Nicolas faved his diftance, 2s hkemfeg
if he did, whether it was a male @: female Cafti-
lian he u{hered into the world, we fhall not juft
16w enquire, contented to await lis return in the
firft of the morning next day, when he had no
.woner dx{mounted at his thop and delivered his
miule to a fturdy Arragonefe wench, when Don
Ignacio de Santos Aparicio, alguazi] mayor of the
fupreme and general mqulﬁfmn, put an order in
%o his hand, ﬁgned and fealed by the mqmﬁdor
general, for the conveyance of his body to the Ca-
{a, whofe formidable door prefents itfelf in the
flreet adjoining to the fquare, in which Nicolas’s
brafen-bafin hung forth the emblem of his trade. .
The poor littie fellow, trembling in every joint,
~and with a*face as yellow as faffron, dropt 2 knee
to the altar, which fronts the entrance, and crof-
fed him{elf moft devoutly ; as foon as he had afa
. cended the firlt flight of ftairs, a porter habited in
black opened the tremendous barricade, and Ni-
colas with horror heard the grating of the heavy
‘bolts that fhut him in. .He was led through paf-
fares and vaults and melancholy cells, till he was

dclwmed mto the dungeon, where he was finally
- 1ef

N



N1 COLAS PEDROSA 5*

left to hlS {olitary- meditations. }Iap]efs bemg
what a fcene of horror.—Nicolas felt all the ter<
‘rors of his condition, but bemg an Andalufian, ahd
like his. countrymen, of a lively imagination, het
‘began to turn over all the relources of his inven-
~ tion for fome happy fetch, if any fuch might oc-
cut, -for helping hincout ¢t the difmak limbo he
was in : He was not long to feck for the caufe of
his misfortune ; his advepture with the barefoot~
ed friars was a ready folution of all diufficulties of
that nature, had there been any: there was howe
ver another thmp, which might have troubled a
frouter heart than Nicolas’s—He was a Jew.— [ his
of a certain would have been a ﬁaggermg ittem in
a poor devil’s confeflion, but then. it was a {ecret
‘to ‘all the world but Nicolas, and Nicclas’s cone
Acience did not juft then urge him to reveal it,
‘He now began to overkaul the inventory of his per-
fonals about him, and with fome fatisfaction count-
‘ed- three little medals of the blefled virgin, two
Agnus Deis, a faint Nicolas de Tolentino, and a
 formidablc flring of beads 2Il pepdant from hig

neck and within his {hirt; in his pockets he had a
paper of dried figs, a {mall bundle of fegaras, a
{e of lancets, fquirt and forceps; and two ol(i
razors in a leathern envelope 5 thele he had deliv~
. ered one by one to the algvazil who firft arreited
him,—¢¢ and let him make the moft of them,” {aid
he to himfelf, ¢ they can never prove me an Ifrael-
¢ ite by a cafe of razors.”—Upon a clofer rum-
mage, however, he difcovered 1n a {ecret pocket a
letter, which the alguazil had overiooked, and .
. which his patmnt Donna Leonora de G 113fon<ia
had given him in charge to dcliver as direted—
¢ Well, well,” cried ne, ¢ let 1t pais;. thére can
¢ be no- myﬂery in this harmlels {crawl; a letter
§ of. advice to fome friend or relation, Lll not
. ., ¢ break

F
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$ T -H-E H ISTORY O Foooow
s¢-break the feal; Iot'the fathersread it, if they
s¢ like, *twill prove the truth of my depofition, and
“ help out ; my excufe for the hurry of my errand, -
#¢ and the unfortwnate m‘*:ﬂnture of my damned
«“ yefractory mule.,”—And now no fooner had the
recollection of the wayward mule croffed the brain
ot poor mr"olas Pedrof a, than lie bﬂo‘an to blaft
her at a {urious rate—*¢ The fcratches and the feab
“ to boot confonad thy fcurvy hide,” quoth he,
‘¢ thou dltuueg'}ttexz paftard, < hom Neoah never let
¢ nto-hisark! The rengeance take thee for an un-
« greated burren beafl of promifcuons generation !
¢« Whar devil's crotchet gnt into thy capricious
& noddie, that thou thouid'ft fail in love with that
¢ Nazaritifh bell, and run bellowing like Lucifer
% into the midik of ::I ofe harefooted vermin, who
*¢ are more maligious and more greedy than the Joa
s6 cufts of Egvp;,? Oh! that § had the art of Simon
6¢ | "‘(’fagm 10 conjure yolt into this mmgeon in.my
e ftead i bur I warrant theu are chewing thy bara
65 Jey ﬂ:raw without any pity-isr thy wretched maf.
¢ ter, whom thy jade’s tricks have delivzred bodi-
¢t 1y to the tormentors, to be {port for thefe uncir.
«¢ cumcifed fons of Dagon.” And ncow the cell
door opened, when a favage figure enterm, Careys
ing a huge parcel of clanking fetters, witii a cola
lar of iron;» which he put round the neck of pooy
Pedrofa, telling him with a truly dzaboawl grin,
whilft he was rwetmg it o, that it was a proper
“¢ravat for the throat of a blaf phemer, —= Jefu Ma.
xia,” quoth Pedrofa, ¢ is all this fallen upon me
“ for fm]y cudeelling a redtive mule 1”7 ¢ Aye,” cri-
“ed the dmwn, ¢ and this 15 only a tafte of what'is
“ to come,” at the fame'time ﬂxppmg his pincers
from the fecrew he was forcing to the head, he
caught a piece of flefh in the forceps, andd wrcmh»

ed 1t out Qf his cheek, !aubhm at pocr Nicolas,
u wh 1t
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NIiCOLAS PEDROSBA ¢
whilft he roared aloud with the pain, telling him
it was a juft reward for the torture he had put him
to a while ago, when he tugged at a tooth, till he
broke it in his jaw. ¢ Ah, for the love of heavw
€ en,” cned Pedrofa, have more pity on me; for
¢ the fake of St. Nicolas lolentmo, my hol y pae
“ tron, be not fo unmerczful to a poor barber-fur<
KL geon, and I will thave. your worfhlp s beard for
- ¢ nothing as loag as I have life.” One of the mef-
{engers of the audltory came in, and bade the fel=
low firike off the prifonier’s fetters, for that the ho<
ly- fathers were in COL.-HCI], and demanded.him for
examination. ¢ This is fomething extraordmary,
- quoth the tormentor, ¢ I thould not have expect-
6 ed it this twelvemonth to come.” Pedrofa’s feta
ters were ftruck off; fome brandy was applied to
ftaunch the bleedmfr of his cheeks; his hands and
f‘lCﬁ were wafhed, and a fhort jacket of coarfe tikw
Ing thrown over hlm, and the meflenger with an
aﬁﬁant takmg him each under an arm, led him -
into.a fpacious chamber, where, at the head of a
long table fat his excellency the Inquifidor Gener-
al wath fix of his afleffors, three on each fide the
chair of flate. 'The alguazil mayor, 2 fecretary
and two notaries with other officers of the hole
council, were attending in their places.

'The prifoner was placed behind a bar at the foot
of the tablé between the meflengers who brought
him in, and having made his cbeifance to the awa
ful prefence in the mclt {upplicating ms’n‘her, he
was called upon, according to the ufual torm ot
~queflions, .by one of the junior judges to declare
~his name, parentage, profeilion, age, pl:u:e 0f Qe
bode, ‘and to an{wer various interrogatories of the
like tnﬂmgg nature. His excellency the Inquifidor
General now nptned nis veverend dips, and in a {0~
lemn tone ef voice, that penetrated to the heart flc}i' |

| | " tie
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the poor trembling prlfoner, mterrogated him as
follows—
4 Nicolas Pedrofa, we have liftened to the ac-
8¢ count you give of yourfelf, your Bufinefs and
¢ conneltions, now tell us for what offence or of-
L fences, you are here flanding a prifoner before
s¢ ug: Examine your own heart and {peak the truth
s¢ from . your confcience, without prevarlcdtmn
¢ or diftrunfe.” « May it pleafe your excellency,”

-~ veplied Pedrofa, “ with all due fubmiilion to your
¢ ‘holinefs and this reverend affembly, my moit e-
¢ quitable judges, I conceive I ftand here before
¢ you for no worfe a crime, than <hat of cudgel- ,
“ ling a refraCtory mule; an animal {o reftive in"~
§¢ its nature, (under correction of your holinels be

"¢ it {poken) that though I were bleft with the for-
¢ bearance of holy ]ob (for like him too I am mar-
¢¢ ried, and my patiénce hath been exercifed by a
« wife, ,} yet could I not forbear to fmite my beaft
¢ for her obﬁ.macy, and the rather becaufe I was
¢¢ fumimoned in the way of my profeflion, as T have
¢ already made known to your moft merciful ears,
5§ upon a certan czymg occafion, which would not
¢ admit of a moment’s delay.”

¢« Recolle@ yourfelf, Nicolas,” faid his excela
iency the Inquifidor (eneraly ¢¢ was there nothing
¢ elfe you did, fave {miting your beait ?”

¢¢ | take famt Nicolas de Tolentino to wunefs,
replied he, ¢ that I know of no other crime for
s¢ which I can be refponfible at this righteous tri-
s¢ bunal, fave fmiting my unruly beaft.”

PR L Take notice brethexen,” exclaimed the Inqui-
fidor, ¢ this unholy wretch holds tramplmg over
friars to be no crime.” |

¢« Pardon me, holy father,” rephed Nicolas, ¢ I
¢s hold it for the worfl of crimes, and therefore

¢ willingly {urrender my refractory mule to be
dealt

¢

.



NICOLASPEDROSA 8

k¢ dca!t with as you fee fit, and if you impale hez
6 alive it wiil not be more than fhe deferves.”
¢ Your wits are too nimble, Nicolas,” cried the
judge; ¢ have a care théy do not run away with -
¢ your difcretion: recollect the blafphemies you
¢¢ uttered in the hearmg of thofe pious peoplé”
¢ I humbly pray your excellency,”” an{wered the
prifoner, ¢ to recollect that anger is-a fhort mad«
- ¢ nefs, and I hope allowances will be made by
8¢ your holy council for words {poke in haftc to a
¢ rebellious mule: The prophet Balaam was thrown
¢« off his guard with a fimple afs, and what is an
¢ afs comgared to a mule? If your excellency had
& feen the lovely creature that was {creaming in a-
s gony till I came to her reliéf, and how fine 2 boy
¢¢ ] uthered into the world, which would have been
¢ loft but for my aﬂiﬁ:ance, I am {ure I fhiould not
¢ be éondemned for a.few hafty words fpoken in
¢¢ paflion.” -
«« Sirrah I"” cried one of the putfny Judg.__,eq € ref-
8¢ pect the decency of the court.”™

¢ Produce the contents of this fellow’s pockets
¢ betore the court,’’ faid the prefident, ¢ Iay them
¢ on the rable.”

«« Moafter,” refumed the aforefaid puxfny judge
taking up the forceps, ¢ what is the ufe of this
¢¢ diabolical machineg 2>

«« Pleafe your rwerence,” replied Pedrofa, © ap-
&S tum eff ad estrabendos Jeetus”— Unnatuml

¢ wretch,” again exclaimed the j udge, ¢ you have
€ murdeaed the mother.””

¢« The Mother of God forbid, » exclaimed Pe-
drofa, ¢ I believe I have a proof in my pocket, that
¢ will acquit me of that charge :” and {o faying,
he tendered the lerter we have before made men-
tion of : The fecretary took it, and by command
of the court read as follows :

{Semaf’
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Senor Lon Manuel de Herﬂmj |

IV fwz 105 !frfef, which I fend by Nicolas Pedraa’
[d, fhall seach youy hands, you. foall know that I am
faﬁ’! y delivered of a lovely boy after o dangerous labour,
m confrderation of wwhi by T pray yiu to pay to the foid

Nicolas Pedrofa: the fmn of tventy gold 2 piflolesy wbich
fum his excell czzc;r--w-----n |

- &6 Ho"d”,, cries the iaquifidor general, ftarting:
haﬂdy from his fcat, and fnatching away the lei-
ter, ¢ there 1s moere n this than meets the eve:
¢ hreak up the court; I muft take an ekamlnatlon
¢ of this prifoner in private.” "

As foon as the room was cleared, the lnq..,nﬁdor
~ general bcckonmfr 1o the pmionei to follow him,
" yetired 1nto a pl vate Ci ofer where thmw*ng hime

- felf carelefs]y o an arm chair, ihe turned a grae
cious countenance upen the poor alfrighted accou=
cheur, and bidding him fit down upon a low ftool
~ by his fide, thus accofted him: ¢ Tuke heart, fe-
¢ not Pedrofs, vour lmpruﬁnmeut 15 net likely
- 4 to be very tedlou@ for [ have a’ commiffion you®
< iruft exeoute w:thout lofs of time : you have too
t mach confideration for yourfelf to Dc,tra}r a truft,
< the violatien of which mu’c involve you in 1ne.
“t ‘vitable ruin, and cen in no degree attaint my
€¢ cha rac;,er, which is far enough b(,youd the reach
¢ of malice; be attentive, therefore to my orders;
Sexecute them punctualiy, and keep my fecret as
$¢ you tender ‘your own hfe: doft thou know the
¢ name and condition of the lady whom thou hafk
¢¢ delivered '’ Nicolas affured him he did not, and
nis excellency proccedefl as follows ;=% Then I
“ 'tell ‘thee, NWicolas, it"is the. illuftrious Donna
& Leonora de Caflafonda; her hufband is the pre-
¢ fidentof Quito, and daily expelied with the next
R wrwa!s from the South-Seas 3 now, though Meaw
o fures have been taken for dfztammg him at the
K . - ,. ¢ Portj

T



 NICOLAS PED.ROS A, rv,
¢¢ nort, wherever he fhall land, till he fhall receive
¢¢ further orders, yet you muﬁ. be {fenfible. Donnx
€ Lconora s fituation 1s fomewhat delicate ! it wili
¢¢ be your bufinefs to take the {peedielt meafures
~ ¢¢ for her recovery ; but as it {eems fhe has had =
s dangerous aad palmul labour, this may be 2
¢ work of more time than could be wifhed, unlefs
¢ fome medicines more efficacious than common
-« are adminiftred : Art thou acquainted with any -
- ¢ fuch, friend Nicolas 27— So pleafe your excela,
¢ Jency,” quoth NICO]QS, «“ my procefies haveé been
¢ tolerably fuceefsiul; I have bandages and catap-
« lalms, with oils.and conferves; thdt-I have ne
¢ caufe to complain of ; they will reftore nature to
¢ jts propef {iate. in all decent time,*? ¢ Thou
¢ taikeft like a fool; friend Nicolas,” faid the I
qumdor, interrupting himj ¢¢ Waat telleft thou me
¢¢ of thy fwathmga and fwaddlings? quick worle
¢ muft be wrought by quick medicines : Haft thouw
¢ none fuch in thy botica ! I'll an{fwer for it thow
¢ haft not; therefore look you, firrah, here is &
¢¢ lictle vial compouudhd by a famous chymilt ; fee
€¢ that you mix it in the next apozem you admini«
¢¢ {ter to Donna Lieonoraj it is the moft capital {e-
¢ dative 1n nature s give her the whole of it, and
“¢¢ ler her hutband return when he willy depend up-
¢ o ity he will make no difcoveries from her.”’—
Hamph 17 quoth Nicolas within himfelf; ¢« Well
«“ {2id Inquifidor " He took the phial wnth a1l pof-
fible relpelt, and was not wanting in profeflions of
the meft invielable fidelity and fecrec 7.~¢6 No®
¢« more words, friend Nicolas,”” quoth the Inqui-
- fidor, ¢ upon that feore ; I do not believe thee one
¢ jot the more tor all thy promiles, my depend-
“ ence 1s on thy fears, and not thy faith; I fancy
‘¢ thou haft {cen encugh of this place not to be
L wxllmf'r to returin to it-once for all.”? —fJaving o

{dxd

\ /
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{aid, h=z rapg a bell; and ordered Nicolas to be
forthewith liberated, blddmb the meflenger return
his clothes mf*;mtly to him with ali that belonged
to him, and having flipt a purle into his hand well
filled with doubl loons, ‘he bade him be gone about
his bufinefs, and not fee his face again txll he had
executed hlc comniinds. |

Nicolas boulted out of the psrc‘l without taking
leave of the altar, and never checked his fpeed till
liz found himfelf falrly houfed under thelter of his
own beloved brafs balin.—¢ Aha I”” quoth Ni.
¢« colas, my lord inquifidor,. I fee the kmg 15 not-
¢ likely to gain a fubjelt more by your intrigues
¢ A pretty Job you have fet me abour; and .fo,
¢ when I have put the poor lady to reft with your
¢ damnable fedatuive, my tonguc mutft be ftopt next -
6¢ to prevent 1ts babbling 3 But I'll thew you I was
< fotsborn in Andaluﬁa fm nothing.” Nicolas now -
0pened a {ecret drnwer, and took out a few pieces
of mouey, which in fa& was his' whole fiock of

cath in the world; he loaded and primed” his pife

tols, and car efally lodged them in the houfers of
his faddle, he buckled to his fide his trufty fpada,
and hqitened to capartfon his mule.  Ah, thou
¢ imp of the old one,” quoth he as he entéred.the
" ftable; ¢ art not afhamed to look me in the face ?
¢« But come, hufley, rhou owelt me a'good turn™
@ methinks, ftand by me this once, and be friends
¢t for ever ! thou art in good.cafe, and if thou wilt
¢ put thy beft foot foremoft, like a faithful beaft,
s¢ thou fhalt not want for barley by the way.”. T he
bargain was foon ftruck between Nicolas and his
sule, he mounted her in the happy moment and
pointing his courfe towards the bridge of Toledo,
“which proudly ftrides with half a-dozen lofty arch-
es over a {iream {carce three feet mde, he found

hm[e]f aa com_pieatly in a defart in half a mile’s
1 - Ildlﬂgg
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.. ndmg, as if he had been dropt in the center of A-
rabia petrea: As Nicolas’s journey was not a tour

of-curiofity, he did not amufe himfelf with a peep

at Toledo, or Talavera; or even Merida by-the
. way ; for the fanie reafon he took a circumbendibus

~zound the frontier town of Badajoz,; and crofhng

a little brook refrethed his mule thh the laft

dranght of Spamifh water, and mﬁ.antly CONgratite

lated himfelf upon entering the territory of Portu=

l”

gal: ¢ Braval!” quoth he, patting the neck of his

mule, ¢ thou fhalt have a fupper this night of the.
¢s heft Seve meat- Eftremadura can furnith: Weare .

¢ now in a country where the fcattered flock of If-
¢ rael fold thick and fave well” He now began

to chaunt the fong of Solomon, and gently ambled

on in the joy of his heart,

When Nicolas at len*rth reached the city of Lifl-
bon, he hugged hszelf 1n his good fortune 3 {hll
~ he recolle@ed that the inquifition has long arms,
‘and he was yet in a phce of no perfe&t fecurity,
QOur adventurer had in e arly life adted as 2 liant
furgeon 1n a Spamfh frigate bound to Buenos Aya
res, and being captured by a Britifh man of war

and carried into Jamaica, had very quietly paffed
fome years in that place as journeyman apothecary,
~1n which time he had acquired a tolerable acquain-
tance with the Inghih language: no fooner then

did he difcover the Brm{h enfi gn ﬁymg on the poop

of an Euglifh frigate then lying in ‘the Tagus than

he eagerly caught the opportunity of paying a vi-
fit to the furgeon, and ﬁndmg he was 1n want of
a mate, offered bimfelf, and was entered in that

capacity for a cruize ammﬁ the French and Spane

iards, with whom breat‘Brltam was then at war.

In this {fecure afylum Nicolas enjoyed the firft h*ip-a‘;'

py moments he had experienced for a long time

- palty and being 2 lively good- humoured little fel-

10w,

1
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Iow, and one that touched the guitar; and fung fe.
‘guidillas with a tolerable grace, he foon recom.-
mended himfelf to his-fhipmates, and grew in fa-
vour with every bod}' on Doard, from the captam |
to the cook’s mate.

When they were out uPon their cruize, hovern.
ing on the Soanifli coaft, it occured to Nicolas, that
the Iwumdcr General at Madrid had told him of
the e&.ljca:..,d arrival of the Prefident of Quito; and
haviug imparted this to one of the licutenants, he
reported it to the captain, and, as the 1ntelhgeﬂcc
feemed of 1 lmportance, he availed nimfelf ol 1, by
hatvling into the tralt of the homeward bound gal-.
leons, ar'd great was the joy, when at the break
of the morning, the man at the maft-head ar-
nounced a {quare-rigged vellel mr view.  The ar-
dour of a chace now fet all hands to work, and a
few hours brouzht them near enough to difeern -
that {he was a Qp&ﬂlﬂl frigate, and aeemmu‘ly from
a long voyage.: Littie Pedrofa, as alert as the reft,
{iript himfelf for his.work, and repaired to his po{z
in the cock-pity, whilll thc thunder of the guns rol-
led inceflanily overhead: three chears from the
whole ¢rew at length announced the moment of
victory, and a 2 few more minutes afcertained the
good news that the prize was;a frigate rlchuy laden
from the South Seas with the Governor of Qgit@ |
anda his {uite on board. | | '

Pedrofa was now calied upon deck, and fent on
board the prize, as interpreter to the firit licutes
nant, who was to take poflefiion of her. He found
every thing in confufion, a deck covered with the
flain, and the whole crew in conlternation at an’
event they were in no degree prepared for, not
having received any mtxmano'l of a war. He found
“the officers in general, and the paffengers without
exception, undey the mc-ﬂ: horrid impreflions of the

,, o . Enrrhﬂa

a
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Englith, and expe&:uw to be | i:w.k,undt:‘red; and per-
haps butchered without mercy. Don Manuel de
Cafafonda, the Governor, whofe countenance be-
{fpoke” a conﬁltunon far gone in a .decline, had -
thrown hlmfelf on a (opha in the laft {tate of def-
pair, and given way to an effufion of tears; when
the licutenantentered the cabin, he rofe tréembling
from his couch, and with the moft [upplicating ac= -
tion prefented to him his {word, and with it 2 calk- .
- et, which he carried 1n his other hand. As he ten-
deved thefe fpoils to his conqueror, . whether-thro’
weaknefs, or of his own will, he made a 'motion
~of bending his knee: the generous Briton fhocked
at the u lmaniy overtu*e, caunht him {uddenly with
both hands, and. turning to Pedrma, {aid aloud,
‘¢ Convince this gentleman he has fallen inco
the hands of an honaurable enemy.”’ “ Is 1t .
“ poflible I ¢ried Don Manuel and. hftmg up his
f’creammg eyes to the countenancs of the Britilla
officer, faw humanity, mlour, and generous pity,
Mo trongly characlered in his youthful features,
that the conviction was irrefiftable; ¢« Will he not
accept my fword 7”7 eried the Spaniard. ¢« He de-
{ires you to wear it, till ne h;.s: the honour of pre-
{fenting you t0 his captain.”——¢ Ah1 then he
has.a captain,” exclaimed Manuel; ¢ his fuperior
will be of another way of thaukmb s tell him, this
cafket contains my jewels; they are vaiuanie; let
BL.*H prefent them.as a lawful prize, which will en-
rich the captor; his fupr’r’lo,;. will not hefitate to
‘take them from me ”—¢ If they are your Licel-
Iency’s private property,” replied Pudrofa, « [am
ordered to aflure you, that it your {in :p was load-
ed w1rh jewels, no Britith officer in the fervice of
his king will take them at your hands; the fhip
and eﬂ'p&c of his Catholic Majefly are the only
prize of the captors; the perfonals of the pafiene
| * gcr@
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gers are inviolate.”——¢ Generous nationl” ex-
claimed Don Manuel, « how greatly have I wrong-
ed thee I”—"The boats of the Bfitith frigate now -
came along-fide, and part of the crew were thift-
ed out of .the prize, taking their trunks and clothes
along with them, in which they were very-cordia
ally affilted by their conquerors. . The barge {foon
after came a-board, with an officer in the fterne
. {hzets, and the crew in their white fhirts and velvet
caps, to efcort the governor and the fhip’s captain
on board the frigate, which lay with her fails to
the maft awaiting their arrival : the accommodax
~tion ladder was flung over the fide, and manned
for the prifoners, who were received on the gang-
way by the ﬁ,cond licutenant, whilit perfect filence,
and the {tritelt dilcipline reigned in the fhip,
‘where all were under the decks, and no mqmﬁtwc
curious eyes were {uffered to weund the feehngs
of the couque—-ﬁ*ﬂd even with a glance. In the door
of his cabyi ftood the captain, who received them
with thar modelt complaifance, which does not re-
volt the unfortunate by an overfirained politenefsy
he wasa man of high birth and elegant manners,
with a heart as Dcnevoh.nt as it was brave : Such
an addrmq, fet off with a perfon finely formed,
- and perfeélly engaging, could not fail to 1mprefs
the prifoners with the moft favourable ideas, and
as-Don Manuel {poke French flnently, he could
converfe with the Britifh captain without the help
of an interpreter.  As he exprefled an impatient
defir> of being admitted to his parole, that-he
might revifit fnends and conneé’uons, from which
he had been long. feparated, he was overjoyed to
hear that the Englith thip would carry her prize
into Lithon; and that he would there be fet on
thore, and permitted to make the. beft of his way

fwm ther*c«* to Madud ‘1je talked of his wife
with




NICOLAS PEDROS A. 17

with all ‘the ardour of the moft impaflioned lover,
and apologized for his tears by imputing them to
the agony of his mind and the infirmity of his
health, under the dread of being longer fﬂparated
from an objelt fo dear to his heart, and on whom
he doated with the fondeft aﬂ’eﬁlom- The gener-
ous captor indulged him in thefe converfatxons,'
and, being a hufband himfelf, knew how to allow
for 111 the tendernefls of his fenfations. ¢ Ab,
.Sir,” cried Don, Manuel, ¢ would to heaven it
were in my-powcr to have the hondur of prefent-
ing my beloved Leonora to you on our landing at
Llfbon-w—-Perhaps,” added he, turning to Pedrofa,

who at that moment entered the cabin, ¢ this gen- -

tleman, whom 1 take to be a Spaniard, may have
-heard the name of Donna Leonora de Cafafonda:
if he has'been at Madrid, it is poflible he may have
feen her 5 fhould that be the cafe, he can teftify
to her external charmsy I alone can witnefs to the
exquifite perte€tion of her mind.”—— ¢ Senor
Don Maniuel,™ replied Pedrofa, ¢ I have feen Don-
" na_Leonora, and your Excellenc_y,Js warranted in
all you can fay in her praife; fhe is of incompar-
able beautv.” Thele words threw the uxorious
Spaniard into raprures; his eyes fparkled with de-
light 3 the blood rufhed into his imaciated cheeks,

and every feature glowed with unutterable ; joy 3. ha
prefled Pedrofa with a variety of rapid enquirics,
all which he evaded by pleading ignorance, faying,
that he had only had a cafual glance of her as the
pafled along the Prado. The e'nbarraﬂhwnt how-
ever, which accompanied thefe an{wers did not e~ -
fcape the Englith Captain, who tho ft]y after, draw.
ing Pedrofa aflide iuto-the furgeon’s cabin; was by
“him nade acquainted Wl"h the melancholy fitua-
tion of that unfortunate lady, and every particu.

Ear ot thc ﬁory s bcfcrc related ; nay, the very
~ vial
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vial was produced with its contents, as put inta
the hands of FPedrofa by the Inquifidor.

¢ Gan there be fuch villainy in man ? cried the
“Britith captain, when Pedrofa had concluded his
detail;  Alast my heart bleeds for this unhappy
- # hufband s aflurediy that monfter has deftroyed
“ Leonoras as for thee, Pedrofa, whilt the Brit-
¢ ifl flag flies over thy head, neither Spain, nor
“ Portugal, nor Inquifitors nov devils, fhall annoy
“ thee under its proteclion : but if thou ever ven-
% turefl over the fide of this thip, and rafhly feta
¢ teft one foot upon Catholic {oil, when we arrive
s at Lifbon, thou art a loft man.”——¢ 1 were
@ worfe than 2 madman,” replied Nicolas, thould
ot T attempt it.”—~—— Keep clofe in this afylum,
¢ then,” refumed the captain, “ and fear nothing ;
¢¢ had it been our fate to have been captured by the
¢ Spaniards, what'would have become of thee ?”
et 10 the worft of extremities,” replied Nico
las, ¢ I thould have applied to the inquifider’s vi-
4 a1y but I confefs I have no fears of that fort; a
¢¢ thip {o commanded and fo manned, 1s in little
¥ danger of being carried into a Spanifh port.”’—
¢t I hope not,” faid the captain; ¢ and I promife
¢ thee thou thalt take thy chance in her, fo long
s¢ 25 {he 1s afloat under my commaeand 3 and 1f we
¢ live to conduét her to England, thou {halt have
-s¢ thy proper thare of prize-mouey, which if the
« galleon break up according to her entries, will
¢ be fomething towards enabling thee to fhift 5 and
¢ i1f thou art as diligent in thy duty as I amy per-
¢t fuaded thou wilt be, whilft {live thou {halt neva
¢ er want a {eaman’s friend,?w—— At thefe cheara
ing words, little Nicolas threw himfelf at the feet
of Lis generous preferver, and with fireaming cyes
poured out his thanks from a heartanimated with
joy and gratitude. The captain raifing him- ?}:7 |

- o tne
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the hand, forbade him, as he prized his friendfhip,
ever to addrefa him 1n that pofture any more;
<« Thank me if you will,” added he, ¢ but thank
¢ me as one man 'fhould another; let no knees bend .
s¢ in'this fhip but to the name of God.—But now,”
continued he; ¢ let us turn our thoughts to the
¢ firuation of our unhappy Cafafonda, we are now
“ drawing near to Lifbon, wheze he will loak ta
%6 e liberated on hlb p’hGL ¢ By np means let
¢ Lini venture into Spain,” faid Pedrofa; I am
« well aflured t‘lcru are ordirs to arreft h;m in €«
“ very port or f rpntlcr town, where he may pree
«« fent himfelf.’— 1 can }wfsﬂ believe it,” replied
the captavl . 4 his pu*eous caie wul require furtheg
¢ dehiberation 3 in the mean time let nothing tran=-
¢ {pire on your part and kecp yourfelf out of his
¢ hight as caremlty as you can’—1his {aid, the
cartam left the cabin, and both parties repazrcd
{6 their feveral OCCUDALIONS,

As foon as the [rigate and her prize caﬂ: anchor
in the Tagus, Don Manuel de Cafafonda 1M pa=
tiently reminded our captain.of his promifed pa-
role. The p'unful moment was now come, when
an explenation of fome f{ort became unavoidable.
‘The generous Englifiimman, with o countenance ex-
preflive of the tenderefl pity, toox the Spaniard’s
hand in his, and {eating him on a couch befide
him, ordered the centinel to keep the cabin puu
vate, and delivered nimfelf as follows.— |

- ¢ Senor don Manuel, I mufl now impart to you
% an-anxiety which I Idaoured under o0 your ace
¢« count—1I have ﬂ%rmm reafons to fuipect you have
6 enemies in your own country, who are upon the
¢ watch to arreft you o your landingj wheén I
¢ have told you thls, I expe& you will repofe {uch
“ tyuli in myhonour and the fincerity of my re-
&6 g?rc for you, as not to demand a further explaa
¢ Datli}l!

\
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¢ nation of the particulars on which my intelli-
¢ gence is founded.” « Heavenrand Earth 1” cried
the aftonithed Spaniard, ¢ who can be thofe ene-
“ mies I have to. fear, and what can I have done
4 to defer ve them 7”—¢.So far I will open myfelf
¢ to you, " anfwercu the. captain, ¢ as to point out
¢¢ the principal to you, the mqulﬁdor general.”—
¢¢ The belt friend I have in Spain,” exclaimed the
governor ; ¢ my {fworn protector, the patron of my
““ fortune: He my euemy! impoffible,”—s¢ Well,
“ Siry” replied“the captain, ¢ if my advice does
“ not meet belief, I muft fo far exert my authori
¢ ty for your faw, as to make this thip vour prie
s fon, til! I have waited on our minifter at Lifbon,
*¢ anid made the inquiries neceflary for your {afety
¢ fufpend your judgment upon the feeming ha rﬁl.- ,
¢ nefs of this meafure till I return to you again :”
and at the fame time rifing from his feat, he gave
orders for the barge, and leavmg ftri& injunlions
-with the firft licutenant not to allow of the gover-
nor’s quitting the frigate, he put off for the {hore,
_and left the melancholy Spaniard buried m pro-
found and filent meditation.

. .The emiflaries of the inquifition havmg at laft
traced Pedrofa. to Lifbot, and there gained intel-
ligence of his havihg entered on board the frigate,
our captain had no fooner turned into the porch.
of the -hotel at Buenos-Ayres, than he was accoft-
ed by a meflenger of ftate with.a requihtion from
the prime: minifter’s office for the furrender of one
Nicolas Pedrofa, 2 fubjeét of Spain, and a c¢rimi=

nal, who had efcaped out of the prifon of the In-
qmﬁtlon in -Madrid, where he ftood charged of
~ high crimes and nﬂzfdeameanors.—--As {oon as this

requilition was explained to our worthy’ captam,
without condefcending to a word in reply-he cal-
led for pen and ink, and wntmg a fhort order to

the
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the officer commanding -on board, inftantly dif-
patched the rmd{hlpman, who attended him, to
the barge with directions to make the beft of his
< way back to the frigate and deliver it to the lieue
tenant : Then turning to the meflenger, he faid to
him in a refolute tone—¢ That Spaniard is now
<« borne onp my books, and before you thall take
_s¢ him out of the fervice of my King, you muft
«¢ fink his thip.”—Not waiting for a reply he im-
mediately proceeded, without itop, to the houfe
of the Britith Minifter at the further end of the
city : Here he- found Pedrofa’s intelligence, with
regard to the Governor of Quito, exprefsly veria

- fied, for the order had come down even to Bifbon,
upon the chance of the Spanifh frigate’s taking
fhelter inr that port. To this Minifter he related
the thrrid tale, which Pedrofa had delivered to
him, and with his concurrence it was determined
to forward letters into Spain, which Don Manuel
fhould be advifed to write to his lady and friends
at Madrid and to wait their anfwer before any fur-
ther difcoveries were imparted to him refpecting
the blacker circumf{tances of the cafe: in the mean
time, it was refolved to keep the prifoner fafe in
his afylum. . |
'The geuerous captain loft no time in returning

to his frigaté, where he immediately imparted to
‘Don Manuel the intelligence he had obtained at
the Britith Minifter’s—¢¢ ‘Lhis indeed,” cricd the
affliCted Spaniard, ¢ is a ftroke I was in no refpect
8¢ prepared for; I had fondly per(uaded inylelf
¢ there was not in the whole empire of Spain’a
¢ more friendly heart than that of the Inquiidor’s;

- %6 to my beloved l.eonora he had ever thewn the
«-tendernefs of a paternal affeCtion from her very
¢¢ childhowl; by him our hands were joined ; his

5‘ hps pronounced the nupnai benediction, and
~ ¢ through

v : -
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s¢ through his favour I was piomotﬁd to-my goe
€ vemment Grant, Heaven, no misfertune hath
“¢ befallen my Leonora ! {urely the cannot have of-
¢ fended him and forfelted his favour.” « As I
4 know him not,” replied the capmm, 1 cam
¢ form no judgment of his miotives, but this I
¢ know, that if a man’s heart i3 capablp of crucl-
¢ ty, the fitteft {chool to learn it in, 'muft bz the
¢ Inquifition.” . "f'he propofal was now fuggelfted
of fending letters into upaxn, and the Governor.
retired to his defk for the pui*pop.e of writing them;
in the afternoon of the fame day the Minifter paid -
a vifit to the Cap(am, and Tecwfmo' a packet from
the hands of Don Manuel, promlfcd to get it for-
warded by a fafe cmveyance according to direltion.

I due courfe of time this fatal letter from Leo-
nora opened all the horrible traniaction to the
wretched hufband - — ' |

¢ Thie guilty hand of an expmn-':r wxfc, under
¢ the agonizing operation of a mortal poifon, tra-
¢ ces thele few trembling lincs to an mjured
s¢ wretched hufband. If thou haft any pity for
¢ miy parting {pirit, fly the ruin that awaits thee
e and avoid this {cene of villainy and horror,
¢t When I tell thee I have born a child to the:mon-
¢ flery, whofe poifon runs in my veins, thou wilt
¢« abhor thy faithlefs Leonora; had ! ﬁrexwth to
¢s yelate to thee the fubtle machinations, whlch be=
¢ trayed me to difgrace, thou would’ft pity and
¢ pethaps forgive me. Ol agony ! can I write his
6 name f—The [nquifidor is my. murderer-——-M}r
¢s pen falls-from my hand—Farewel for ever.”

Had. a {hot pafled through the heart of Don
Kanuel, it could not more efeCually have ftopt
its motions, than the perufal of this fatal writing,
He dropped lifelefs on the couch, and Eut for the

gaxe and ai‘im..nce of the Captain and Pedrola in
.. ' ' that
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that pofture he had probably c*{pxred Grief like
his will riot to be defcribed by words, for to words
it gave no utterance } ’twas fuifocating filent woe:
~ Let us drop-the curtain over this melancholy
paufe in our narration, and attend upon the mourn-
ful widower now landing upon' Englith- ground,
and conveyed by his humane and generous pres’
ferver to the houfe of a noble Earl, the father of
our amiable captain, and a man by his virtues @il
. more con{picuous than by his rank. Here amidft
the gentle folicitudes of a ‘benevolent f"armly, in
one of the moft enchantmg {pots on earth, in a
ghmate motil falubrious and reftorative to a conftia
~ tution exhaufted by heat and a heart near broken
with forrow, the veviving {pirits of the unfortun-
ate Don Manuel gave the firft fymptons of a pof-
fible recovery. At the period of a few tranquila
lizing weeks here pafled in the bofom of humane-
ity, letters came to hand from. the Britith Minifter
at Lifbon, in anf{wer to a memorial, that 1 {hou]d
have ftated to have been drawn up b'y the friendly
“captain before his departure from that port, with
a detail of facts depofed and {worn to by Nicolas
Pedrofa, which memorial, with the documents gt=
tached to it, was forwarded to the Spanith Court
by fpecial exprefs from the Portuguefe premier.
By thefe letters it appeared that the high dignity
of the perfon impeached by this {tatement of tacts
had not Been fuflicient to {fcreen him from a very
“ferious and complete inveftigation ; in the courle
~ of which fa&s had been fo clearly brought home
to him by the confeflion of his {everal agents, and -
the te(hmouy of the deceafed Leonora’s attendants,
together with her own written declarations, whilft
| the peifon was in operation, that though no pub-
lic fentence had been executed upon the ¢riminal,

it Was generally um..erﬁood he was either no long-
| €Y
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er in exiftence, or in a fituation never to be heard .
of any more, till'roufed by the awakening trump
he thall be fummoned to his tremenduous laft ac-
~count, As for the unhappy widower, it was ful-
ly fignified to him from authority, that his return
to Spain, whether upon‘exchange or parole, would .
be no longer oppofed, nor had he any thing to ap-
prehend on the part of government, when he
fhould there arrive. The fame was fignified in’
fewer words to the exculpated Pedrofa.
Whether Don Manuel de Cafafonda will in time -
to come avail himlelf of thefe overtures time alone |
can prove ;- As for little Nicolas, whefe prize mo-

_ney has fet him up in a comfortable little thop 1n

Duke’s place, where he breathes the veins and

- clean{es the bowels of his I{raelitifh brethren ina

land of freedom and toleration, his merry heart is

~at reft, fave only when with fire in his eyes and

veageance on his tongue, he anathematizes the In-

quifition, and ftruts into the fyndgogue every {ab-

bath with as bold a ftep and as erect a look, as if
he was himfelf High Prieft of the Temple going
to perform facrifice upon the re-affembling of the
{caftcred mbes.

FI N IS .

- GL A S G O W, -
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