











made the least demands for independence of their chil-
dren. Bartz and Levine (1978) found that Black moth-
ers and fathers expected earlier autonomy from their
children, and Baumrind (1972) found mixed results,
particularly when it came to fathers’ expectation of
independence in daughters. The variation may very
well be explained by the conflation of disparate be-
havioral goals in one concept—independence.

Sources of Advice and Preparation for Fathering

Although about 50 percent of the fathers had done

chores, sometimes babysitting, growing up in their fami-
lies of orientation, only two fathers had done a sub-
stantial amount of household or parenting chores while
they were residing with the child’s mother. Conse-
quently, only a few of the fathers said they felt pre-
pared for being a full-time single father, and most of
them said they found out they were mistaken. The
ones who expressed the strongest feelings of being
unprepared were those who had infants or those whose
children had behavioral problems. For instance, Alex,
father of one-year-old Alex Jr., echoed the complaints
of many new parents.
It was kind of a shock when [ first started keeping him. He was
a month old. And he would nor go to sleep. Fifteen or twenty
minutes and he was up. He'd sleep at the most /half an hour.
He’d get up—at night, mainly at night. They get their days and
nights mixed up. I'd take his bortle. I'd have to walk him around
Sfor half an hour. It was awful. That would go on the whole
night. But as he gets older, it's getting better, but he don’t sleep
through the night yet. I guess it’s just something that they go
through. There's no remedy for it. I thought taking care of my
nieces and nephews had kind of prepared me for that, bur 1
didn’t keep them when they were that young.

Both Steve and John, fathers of toddler girls, said
they were unprepared for potty training. Steve said, “I
felt pretty well prepared. Growing up I used to babysit
for my brother and cousins, change diapers, feed them.
I knew some things, like browning flour for diaper rash.
But I wasn’t prepared for potty training. We are trying
to potty train, and it has been an uphill, downhill kind
of thing. It’s starting to get frustrating.”

Richard, the father of Tommy, who was a special
needs adoption, recounted their first 3 weeks together.
The first night, of course, I was infatuated. 1 just, I had this little
kid, and they left him with me, [he laughs]. And they left him
with me. He didn't want to go to bed by himself that night. So
I laid on his bed until he fell asleep and then I got up and went
back 1o my room. And then the next day was hell. It was hell for
three weeks. But again, he was just being taken from one home
and put in another, with no choice about it. Like I said, that first
three weeks was just hell. I actually thought “Why did 1 do
this?” Evervbody told me this was going to be hard. And I said,
“No, I can't go back and say I can’t do this.” Evervbody would
have said, “I told you so.” So, you know, it was really those first

three weeks. The thing is that I think I was also arrogant about
it. I was doing so well in my career, and [ was doing well in the

community as well. I was on the board of directors for the Gay,
Lesbian, and Bisexual Services Center in Colorado. So I was a
recognized leader in the community. I was a member of the
Governor’s staff. I was a recognized leader in the recycling
industry. You know. [ think part of it was I was just arrogant. |
thought, I can do this. Just bring this child on. I'll make the
difference, [he laughs]. You know, all you have to do is give
them food, and you know, give them love, and help them with
homework. And I had no idea that that was one percent . . . .
One of the things I rold Social Services that I've learned in my
short period of time of being a parent is that being a parent and
making the decisions are all one big guess. And the thing vou
figured out this week will change next week. And you have to
guess again.

Despite their lack of preparation, none of the men
sought out other single fathers for support or commis-
eration. This is somewhat distinct from studies of white
single fathers, particularly Greif’s (1990), who located
most of his respondents through single-parent support
groups. Only one of the fathers in this study took a
parenting course, but that was court-ordered in order to
get his infant son out of foster care. Two of the men are
friends, live in the same apartment building, and so-
cialize with each other and their children. While they
do support each other in parenting, such as giving ad-
vice to each other’s children, they had been friends
since college and did not specifically seek each other
out due to their parental status. Few proactively seek
advice from anyone, because they prefer autonomy,
they don’t want to burden family members or they
haven’t felt a strong need for it. But when push comes
to shove, the most frequent source of advice is their
own moms, who were also most frequently cited as
their role models.

The characteristics admired in mothers were their
teaching of independence, exhibiting optimism or fam-
ily values, and giving guidance. But the most admired
characteristic was their staying power. Several fathers
said something similar to Alex:

She’s a very strong person. [ mean, to raise me and my five
sisters pretty much on her own, through a lot of rough times.
And to make it through the fough times, she needed a lot of
strength. She’s special. We didn't have a lot growing up, but
she made us feel special. We didn't have a lot of material things
and siuff like that, but she showed us a lot of love. So if she can

do it back then, not making a whole lot of money and raising five
of us, I should be able to do it with one.

However, several of the men looked to less con-
ventional sources for their parenting ideals or advice.
As mentioned earlier, Richard cited The Bill Cosby
Show as his role model for parenting styles. He ex-
plains: Itry to take their attitude, that wise old sarcas-
tic attitude in front of the children. That bitch thing,
that was perfect. That’s what they would have done in
real life. They won’tdo it on TV, but they would have
done it in real life. So they’re someone I kinda look
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t0.” Another father of two daughters relies on informal
chats with women on the Internet. For instance, he put
out a question about whether he should let his 14-year-
old daughter wear lipstick. Within a short period of
time, he had dozens of replies ranging the gamut be-
tween yes and no. He uses their feedback to acquire
different parenting methods and reasoning, as well as
to gauge how realistic his expectations are.

The reader may have noticed that fathers did not
mention their own fathers as role models or resources
of advice. Only two fathers said that their fathers were
role models. This is largely accounted for by the high
percent of men who did not reside with their fathers
growing up. Most of them said their fathers were not
nurturing and served as a role model for what they did
not want to be as fathers. Even most of those who grew
up with their fathers did not refer to them as nurturing,
and none of the fathers sought advice from their fa-
thers. (See Coles, forthcoming, for further elaboration
on this aspect.)

Conclusions

While the small size and self-selected nature of
the sample prohibit generalization beyond this group
of fathers, there are some findings from this pilot study
that are congruent with other studies of black fathers or
that can point us in a direction for further research. The
roles that these single fathers tend to identify with—
primarily provider and nurturer—were found to be simi-
lar in studies (Bowman, 1993; McAdoo, 1981) of black
fathers in two-parent families. In general, this sample
of fathers placed high priority on what the literature
(Erickson, 1964) would call “generative” roles—nur-
turing, providing, teaching, etc. This could be ex-
plained by the fact that all of these men were relatively
mature as fathers; the majority being in their 30s when
they took custody and being of majority age when
they first became fathers. Late-timed fatherhood seems
to be more conducive to generativity (Hawkins et al.,
1995).

The lesser importance placed on authority figure
and disciplinarian would seem congruent with empha-
sis placed on nurturer, but the downplay of the “friend”
role would not. A possible interpretation is that fathers
saw friend as the opposite of authority figure and did
not desire either extreme to predominate in their
parenting style. Moreover, it was fathers of daughters
who tended to give less weight to friend, as they thought
they would have trouble relating to their daughters as
friends.

The apparent differences among fathers’ choice of
roles due to characteristics of the custodial child, par-
ticularly gender, but perhaps also behavioral problems
of the child, should be pursued in further research. For
instance, in addition to the difference on the friend
role, girls-only fathers were more likely than boys-only
fathers to adopt the provider and disciplinarian roles.
Moreover, the two fathers with children who were ex-
periencing some behavioral problems were the only
ones to list authoritarian figure in the top two most
important positions. These suggest the possibility, as
suggested by Hawkins et al. 1995, that certain types of
children may more likely elicit certain parental roles,
rather than parenting styles unidirectionally shaping
children’s behavior, as is often assumed.

The results also indicated a general consensus on
the behavioral expectations fathers had for their chil-
dren. All of the fathers had high expectations for their
children. However, independence and self-reliance
seemed to be the goal most sought after. Creativity,
getting along with others, and willingness to try new
things—were the least desirable, perhaps because they
seemed to be the ones most likely to support behav-
ioral deviance and yielding to peer pressure. However,
the structure of the questionnaire format for prioritiz-
ing goals needs to be modified to identify degrees of
variation among the most important goals. Such forced
prioritizing might indicate whether there is any corre-
lation between the chosen roles and the behavioral
expectations.

In terms of role models and other sources of role
definition and advice, it was generally found that fa-
thers’ mothers were the primary source of positive sym-
bolic meaning and advice, while fathers’ fathers were
least. Other research (Daly, 1995) has likewise sug-
gested that children do not appear to imitate people of
their own gender more, rather they are just as likely to
model particular behaviors from a variety of sources
rather than particular individuals. It is noteworthy and
ironic that while mothers are cited as the primary role
model for the fathers, the fathers of daughters still as-
sumed that they would not be able to serve as sufficient
role models for their daughters. The fact that men saw
themselves largely in terms of providing and nurturing
indicates either that they observed and modeled these
after their mothers, who were doing both, and/or that
these roles are driven predominantly by a “viscerally
felt absence” of those characteristics in their own fa-
thers.
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The use of other sources of role models and advice
for parenting (such as the broadcast media and the
Internet), while infrequent, were still more cited than
parenting books or support groups. None of the men
were interested in seeking out a support group, and
this is somewhat congruent with Allen’s 1981 study
comparing black and white mothers and fathers. He
found that black fathers were least likely to have sought
parenting advice from books or magazines. Whether
the use of the Internet or television is an increasing
trend for all parents of the technology age or whether
black single fathers, in particular, find these venues
more tolerable than others would be an avenue to pur-
sue.

While the fathers’ family of orientation (that is,
coming from a one- or two-parent family), education,
income, or previous marital status (i.e. divorced or never
married) did not appear to be major factors in their
choice of roles or behavioral expectations, the effect of
those factors would be better articulated in a larger
sample. The importance of combining both quantita-
tive and qualitative data is highlighted in this study.
Alone, the quantitative data would lead to the conclu-
sion that the provider role was held as most important.

References

While the qualitative data didn’t contradict this, the
fathers’ discourse places more emphasis on the other
roles, particularly nurturing. In addition, qualitative
data allowed discernment of variation in role defini-
tion, e.g. the various definitions of independence or
discipline being defined either as punishment or as
cultivation of consistency. Finally, while the quantita-
tive data failed to articulate variation in ranking of
behavioral expectations, the fathers’ discourse clearly
spotlighted independence and self-reliance as a sought-
after characteristic in their children.

The main conclusion drawn is that these fathers
were indistinct from most parents in most ways. They
viewed their role as parent to be multi-faceted and adap-
tive to the personality and life course of their particu-
lar child. The fathers, particularly those of daughters,
worried that they might not be able to meet all the
needs of their children. They saw parenting as a trying
but rewarding process, which in the end would pro-
duce a child who would be productive in society, able
to live life fully after their parents’ obligations had
been met, and who would make the fathers feel that it
was, in the end, all worth it.

Ahmeduzzaman, M., and Roopnarine, J. (1992). Sociodemographic factors, functioning style,

social support, and fathers’ involvement with preschoolers in African- American families.
Journal of Marriage and the Family. 54, 699-707.

Allen, W. (1981). Mom, dads, and boys: Race and sex differences in the socialization of male
children. In L. Gary (Ed.), Black Men. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Allen, W. D. and Doherty, W. J. (1998). *Being there:” The perception of fatherhood among a group
of African American adolescent fathers. In H. I. McCubbin, E. A. Thompson, A.I. Thomp-
son, and J.A. Futrell, (Eds), Resiliency in African American Families. Thousand Oaks,

California: Sage.

Barker, R. W. (1994). Lone fathers and masculinites. Aldershot, England: Avebury.
Barnes, A. S. (1987). Single parents in Black America: A study in culture and legitimacy. Bristol,

IN: Wyndham Hall.

Bartz. L. (1979). Childrearing by Black parents: A description and comparison to Anglo and
Chicano parents. Journal of Marriage and the Family 40(4): 709-720.

Baumrind, D. (1972). An exploratory study of socialization effects on black children: Some Black-
White comparisons, Child Development 43: 261-267.

Blumer, H. (1969). Svmbolic interactionism: Perspective and method. Englewood Cliffs, NJ:

Prentice Hall.

Bowman, P. (1993). The impact of economic marginality on African-American husbands and
fathers. In H. McAdoo, (Ed.), Family ethnicity. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

Bright, J. A. and Williams, C. (1996). Child-rearing and education in urban environments: Black
fathers’ perspectives, Urban Education. 31(3):245-

Chang, P., and Deinard, A. S. (1982). Single-father caretakers: Demographic characteristics and
adjustment processes, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 52,236-242.

Christmon, K. (1990). Parental responsibility of African-American unwed adolescent fathers,

Adolescence, 25, 645-653.

Cochran, D. L. (1997). African American fathers focus on the family: A group approach to
increasing visibility in research. School of Social Work, Wayne State University.

The Western Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2001 113



Comer, J. P. and Pouissant, A. F. (1992). Raising Black children. NY: Penguin.

Daley, K. J. 1995. Reshaping fatherhood. In Marsiglio, W. (Ed), Fatherhood: Contemporary theory,
research and social policy. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Danziger, S. and Radin, N. (1990). Absent does not equal uninvolved: Predictors of fathering in teen
mother families, Journal of Marriage and the Family 52(3): 636-642.

DeFrain, J. and Eirick, R. (1981). Coping as divorced parents: A comparative study of fathers and
mothers. Family Relations. 30(2). 265-274.

DeMaris, A., and Greif, G. L. (1992). The relationship between family structure and parent-child
relationship problems in single father households. Journal of Divorce and Remarriage. 18(1/2):
55-78.

Eggebeen, D. J., Snyder, A. R., and Manning, W. D. (1996). Children in single-father families in
demographic perspective. Journal of Family Issues 17:441-465.

Erickson, E. (1964). Insight and responsibility. NY: Norton.

Fagan, J. (1998). Correlates of low-income African American and Puerto Rican fathers’ involvement
with their children. Journal of Black Psychology. 24(3): 351-168.

Furstenberg, F. F., Morgan, S. P, and Allison, P. D. (1987). Paternal participation and children’s well-
being after marital dissolution, American Sociological Review 52: 695-701.

Furstenberg, F. F. Jr. (1988). Good dads—bad dads: Two faces of fatherhood. In A. J. Cherlin, (Ed.),
The Changing American Family and Public Policy. Washington, DC: Urban Institute.

Furstenberg, F. F., Jr., and Harris, K. (1993). When and why fathers matter: Impacts of father involve-
ment on the children of adolescent mothers. In R. Lerman and T. Qoms, (Eds.), Young Unwed
Fathers: Changing Roles and Emerging Policies. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Gadsden, V. L. and Smith, R. R. (1995). African American males and fatherhood: Issues in research and
practice. Journal of Negro Education 63(4):634-648.

Glaser, B.G. and Strauss, A.S. (1967). The discovery of grounded theory. Chicago: Aldine.

Goffman, E. (1959). The presentation of self in everyday life. NY: Doubleday.

Greif, G. L. (1982). Dads raising kids. Single Parent, 25(9): 17-25.

Greif, G. L. (1983). Widowers. Single Parent, 26(7): 29-32.

Greif, G. L. (1985). Children and housework in the single father family. Family Relations. 34(3): 353-
357.

Greif, G. L. (1985). Single fathers. Lexington, MA: Heath.

Greif, G. L. (1990). The daddy track and the single father. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books.

Greif, G. L. (1995). Single custodial fathers and their past relationships: Blueprint for the future? Journal
of Couples Therapy. 5(1/2): 55-68.

Greif, G. L. and DeMaris, A. (1989). Single custodial fathers in contested custody suits. Journal of
Psychiatry and Law. 17: 223-238.

Greif, G. L. and DeMaris, A. (1990). Single fathers with custody. Families in Society: The Journal of
Contemporary Human Services, 71 (5):259-266.

Greif, G. L. and DeMaris, A. (1995). Single fathers with custody. Do they change over time? In
Marsiglio. William, (Ed), Fuatherhood: Contemporary Theory, Research, and Social Policy. Thou-
sand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Hanson, S. M. H. (1986a). Father-child relationships: Beyond Kramer vs. Kramer. In R.S. Lewis and
M. B. Sussman (Eds.), Men’s changing roles in families. NY: Haworth Press.

Hanson, S.M.H. (1986b). Parent-child relationships in single-father families. In R. Lewis and B. Salts
(Eds.), Men in Families. Beverly Hills, CA: Sage.

Hanson, S.M.H. (1988). Divorced fathers with custody. In Phyllis Bronstein and Carolyn Pape Cowan
(Eds.), Fatherhood Today: Men's Changing Role in the Family. New York: John Wiley & Sons.

Hawkins, A.J., S.L. Christiansen, Sargent, K. P, and Hill, E.J. (1995). Rethinking fathers’ involvement
in childcare: A developmental perspective. In Marsiglio, W. (Ed.), Fatherhood: Contemporary
Theory, Research and Social Policy. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Hawkins, A.J., and Eggebeen, D. J. (1991). Are fathers fungible? Patterns of coresident adult men in
maritally disrupted families and young children’s well-being, Journal of Marriage and the Family.
53:958-972.

Hendricks, L. E. (1981). Black unwed adolescent fathers. In L. E. Gary (Ed.), Black Men. Beverly Hills,
CA: Sage Publications.

114 The Western Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2001



Hipgrave, T. (1982). Lone fatherhood: A problematic status. In L. McKee and M. O’Brien (Eds.),
The Father Figure. London: Tavistock.

Holstein, J. A. and Gubrium, J. E. (2000). The self we live by. NY: Oxford.

Johnson, C., and Sum, A. (1987). Declining earnings of young men: Their relation to poverty, teen
pregnancy, and family formation (Adolescent Prevention Clearinghouse Report). Washing-
ton, DC: Children’s Defense Fund.

Lerman, R. L. (1993a). A national profile of young unwed fathers. In R. I. Lerman and T. J. Ooins
(Eds.) Young Unwed Fathers: Changing Roles and Emerging Policies. Philadelphia, PA:
Temple University Press.

Lerman, R. . (1993b). Employment patterns of unwed fathers and public policy. In R. I. Lerman
and T. J. Ooms (Eds.), Young Unwed Fathers: Changing Roles and Emerging Policies.
Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.

Lerman, R. I. and Ooms, T. J. (1993). Young unwed fathers: Changing roles and emerging policies.
Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press.

Madhubuti, H. (1990). Black men: Obsolete, single, dangerous? Chicago: Third World Press.

Marsiglio, W. (1987). Adolescent fathers in the United States: Their initial living arrangements,
marital experience and educational outcomes. Family Planning Perspectives 19(6): 240-251.

Marsiglio, W. (1991). Male procreative consciousness and responsibility: A conceptual analysis
and research agenda. Journal of Family Issues 12: 268-290.

McAdoo, J. (1979). A study of father-child interaction patterns and self-esteem in Black pre-school
children. Young Children. 34(1): 46-53.

McAdoo, J. (1981a). Involvement of fathers in the socialization of Black children. In H.P. McAdoo,
(Ed.), Black families. Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.

McAdoo, J. (1981b). Black father and child interactions. In L.E. Gary (Ed.), Black Men. Beverly
Hill, CA: Sage.

McAdoo, J. (1988a). The roles of Black fathers in the socialization of Black children. In H. P.
McAdoo (Ed.) Black Families Newbury Park, CA: Sage Publications.

McAdoo, J. (1988b). Changing perspectives on the role of the Black father. In P. Bronstein and C.
Cowan, (Eds.), Fatherhood Today: Men’s changing role in the family. NY: John Wiley.

McAdoo, J. L. (1993). The roles of African American fathers: An ecological perspective. Families
in Society: The Journal of Contemporary Human Services 74(1): 28-35.

McAdoo, |. L., and McAdoo, J. B. (1994). The African-American father’s role within the family.
In R. Majors and J. Gordon, (Eds.), The American Black male: His present status and his
future. Chicago: Nelson-Hall.

McKee, L, and O’Brien, M. (1982). The father figure. London: Tavistock.

Miller, D. 1994. Influences on parental involvement of African American adolescent fathers. Child
and Adolescent Social Work Journal. 11(5): 363-379.

Mirande, A. (1991). Ethnicity and fatherhood. In Frederick W. Bozett and Shirley M. H. Hanson,
(Ed.), Fatherhood and Families in cultural Context. NY: Springer Publishing Co.

Mott, F. L. (1990). When is a father really gone? Paternal-child conduct in father-absent homes.
Demography 27(4): 499-517.

Pirog-Good, M. A. (1993). In-kind contributions as child support: The teen alternative parenting
program. In Lerman, Robert I. and Ooms, Theodora J. (Eds.), Young Unwed Fathers:
Changing Roles and Emerging Policies. Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Risman, B.J. (1986). Can men ‘mother’? Life as a single father. Family Relations, 35(1). 95-102.

Rivara, F., Sweeney, P., and Henderson, B. (1986). Black teenage fathers: What happens when the
child is born? Pediatrics 78: 151-158.

Rivara, F., Sweeney, P, and Henderson, B. (1987). Risk of fatherhood among black teenage males.
American Journal of Public Health, 77, 203-205.

Robinson, B. E. (1988). Teenage fathers. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books.

Robinson, B. E., and Barrett, R. L. (1986). The developing father: Emerging roles in contemporary
society. NY: Guilford Press.

Rosenthal, K. M. and Keshet, H. F. (1981). Fathers without partners: A study of fathers and the
family after marital separation. Totowa, NJ: Rowman and Littlefield.

The Western Journal of Black Studies, Vol. 25, No. 2, 2001 |15



Notes

116

Rutherford, J. (1988). Who’s that man? In Rowena, Chapman and Jonathan Rutherford. (Eds.) Male
Order: Unwrapping Masculinity. London: Lawrence & Wishart.

Savage, B. D. (1987). Child support and teen parents. Washington, DC: Adolescent Prevention Clear-
inghouse, Children’s Defense Fund.

Seltzer, I. (1991). Relationships between fathers and children who live apart: The father’s role after
separation. Journal of Marriage and the Family 53 (February): 79-101.

Smith, R. M., and Smith, C. W. (1981). Child rearing and single-parent fathers. Family Relations. 30(3):
411-417.

Staples, R. (1986). The political economy of Black family life. The Black Scholar. 17 (5): 2-11.

Statistical Bulletin. (1993). Diverse living arrangements of children. July-September, pp. 2-9.

Stier, H., and Tienda, M. (1993). Are men marginal to the family? Insights from Chicago’s inner city.
In J.C. Hood (Ed.), Men, work, and family. Newbury Park, CA: Sage.

Taylor, R., Chatters, L., Tucker, M. B., and Lewis, E. (1990). Developments in research on Black
families: A decade review. Journal of Marriage and the Family 52 (November): 993-1014.

Taylor, R. J., Leashore, B. R, Toliver, S. (1988). An assessment of the provider role as perceived by
Black males, Family Relations 37(4): 426-431.

Tedder, S. L., Libbee, K. M., and Scherman, A. (1981). A community support group for single custodial
fathers. Personnel and Guidance Journal, 60: 115-119.

Wade, . (1994). African American fathers and sons: Social, historical and psychological considerations.
Families in Society. 75(9): 561-570.

Wattenberg, E. (1993). Paternity Actions and Young Fathers. In Lerman, Robert I. and Ooms, Theodora
1. (Eds.) Young Unwed Fathers: Changing Roles and Emerging Policies Philadelphia: Temple
University Press.

Zurcher, L. (1983). Social roles. Beverly Hills: Sage.

1. The rate of teen pregnancy has been declining among African Americans in the last few years, and one
of the main contributing factors in the apparent rise in the proportion of non-marital births among
African Americans is the declining rate of marriage and fertility rates among married Black women.

2. This is just slightly different from U.S. Census figures (Cochran, 1997) that estimate that 23 percent
of Black custodial fathers are divorced and 54 percent are never—-married.
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