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By Philip A. Greiner

Fhilip A. Greiner 1s associate
dean jor public beaith and
entreprencirial initiatives ct
Fairfield University.

he education of nurses has been

viewed as central to the mission of

A Jesuit university Tor many years.

Iowever, a service mandate alone

does not {ully address the mission
of 1 Jesuit university or imbuce students
with a sense of Jesuit identity.

This statcment is panticularly rue
the gracluate level. where achieving ine-
aration of mission and identity meets chal-
lenges including limited tme on cunpus,
part-time study,  goal-directed  programs,
and off business hours class times. These
challenges present o dilemnu Tlow do fac-
uly, adminsorators, and sall convey the
essental characteristics of Jesuit thought

and weachings  through their behavior,
processes, courses, and prograns?

Schools of Nursing we positioned o
address mission and identity. Graduate
courses in nursing address social justice
issuces such ws wecess o care. distributive
justice in heahhcre resources allocation,
and service delivery o special populations
to meet cducational standards and naintain
accreditation. Nursing programs can link
these issues 1o the nature of a Jesuit univer-
sity. T will argue that the inherent dilomna,
as well as the challenges. needs 10 be
owned by the entire univeesity as well as
by the School of Nursing, ds emptusized in
the following three examples,
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Limited time on campus. The concepl of the Jesuit
university as a living and learning community must be
extended to graduate cducation. AL ity most basic level
this concept can be enacted through the scholarship of
teaching and learning. Faculty can incorporate reflective
writing, journaling, service-learning activities, and spiri-
tuality discussions into courses, while making it explicit
that these approaches embody Jesuit ideals, The school
can work to create opportunities for students o imeract
with others in the school (facully, undergraduaie sw-
dents, administrators ), as well as aculty within the larg-
er university, that may attract gradoate students to cam-
pus beyond the scheduled courses. The university can
address the living and learning community concept by
adopting an operational mentality that is welcoming o
students  taking evening and  weekend  courses. For
example. graduuare students should hive access 1o food
tacilities, exercise [ucilitics, and other key  universiy
services anvime that classes are being held. Some serv-
ices should be available 2477 online. special events
should be held that will gather gracuate students across
disciplines.

Limited exposure to the richness of a Catholic and
Jesuit campus. Graduate students are goul-directed and
have brief cncounters with the components 1that e
value as part al w Jesuit university., Graduate students can
e exposed to some aspects of this richness by incorpo-
rating small group work into the learning process and

encouraging students 1o meet on-campus, ouside of the
school. Aguain, faculty can ivite priests and other key
people on campus o participate in formal and informal
course-related sessions 1o expose students 1o other
expressions of Catholic and Jesuit identity. Classroam
Buildings can have designated space for meditation and
prayer. Campus Ministry should have staff available by
phone, c-mail, or in-person at these sites. perhaps on
rotating hasis. Clergy could visit graduate classes 10 wel-
come students 1o campus and o let them know of cler-
gy availablity,

Reflection on the human experience. Understanding
the human expericnce involves a level of engagemoent
with those in need that extends beyond the healthicare
arena. The  World  Health  Organization's  Social
Deterotiirants of Health: The Solid Facts (2nd ed. 2003)
provides a strong basjs for approaching social justice
issues that is consistent withy Jesuit ideals. These social
determinunis will play w pivotal role in the upcoming
Healtly People 2020 health objectives for the U.S. creat-
ing opportunity for nursing faculty 1o focus graduate stu-
dents on the linkages between health, social justice. the
Jesuit university, and service o others through higher
level imerventions, ‘The evolving role of the Clinical
Nurse Leader as the corporate glue that optimizes cure
[or patients provides an apportunity o clearly demon-
strate the bhenetits of this reflection in nursing practice.
The key question remains. however: Does the uni-
versity - offer the same
level of  services and
support to adult learn-
ers, both undergraduate
and  graduate. that are
full-time
undergraduate smdents?
Posed in a different way.,
“Elow does the universi-
Iy address development
of the whole adult learn-
ert” This is oo shured

provided  for

responsibility across the
Jesuit university. W

Top lett, students in an
anatomy class at Spring
Hill, while left, a Regis
University student puts her
young patient at ease.

Photo lefl, by Josh Hardin,
Regls University.
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