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Local Illinois Developments

Poverfyin I“iﬂ(ﬁs

The Bureau of the Census recently released the re-
sults of the Survey of Income and Education taken in
April through July 1976, which provides estimates of
{amilies, unrelated individuals, and persons by money
income and poverty status in 1975. The survey updates
the 1970 Census money income and poverty estimates.

The concept and definition of poverty is complex and
has been the subject of a number of studies by govern-
ment agencies. The poverty statistics presented in this
report are based on a definition developed by the Social
Security Administration in 1964 and revised by a Federal
Interagency Committee in 1969. Annual revisions of the
SSA poverty thresholds were originally based only on
the average per capita cost of the foods in the economy
food budget, but now reflect changes in the consumer
price index. The thresholds are computed on a national
basis only.

In Illinois in 1975, 577,000 people in families with
female head, no husband present, were below the poverty
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level —42.3 percent compared with 35.2 percent na-
tionally. Of the people living in female-headed families
with related children under 18, 56.9 percent (382,000)
lived in poverty; the national figure for this category was
49.0 percent. In all Illinois families, 936,000 persons were
below the poverty level — 9.4 percent compared with
10.0 percent in the nation as a whole. There were 546,000
people in families with related children under 18 below
the poverty level, 16.1 percent compared with 15.3 per-
cent nationally.

Of 9,181,000 whites in Illinois in 1975, 6.7 percent
were below the poverty level; of 1,685,000 blacks, 31.0
percent lived in poverty; and of 412,000 people of Span-
ish origin, 21.1 percent received poverty-level incomes.
The position of Illinois was somewhat better than the
national level for whites and people of Spanish origin,
but not as good for blacks (see chart, which also shows
two other large industrial states).

The low-income concept has been developed in order
to identify, in dollar terms, a minimum level of income
adequacy for families of different types in keeping with
American consumption patterns. The national income
threshold for a nonfarm family of four with male head
and two children under 18 years of age was $5,456. For
a single male under 65 years of age the poverty threshold
was $2,902; for a single female under 65, $2,685.

The findings of a recent detailed review of the poverty
definition are summarized in The Measure of Poverty,
available from Mr. George Grob, Department of Health,
Education, and Welfare, Room 445-G Humphrey Build-
ing, Washington, DC 20201.
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