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Paul 11: In My Own Words

IN MY OWN WORDS

. In the world today, characterized by such rapid developments in science and technology,
the tasks of a Catholic university assume an ever greater importance and urgency.
Scientific and technological discoveries create an enormous economic and industrial growth,
but they also inescapably require the correspondingly necessary search for meaning
in order to guarantee that the new discoveries be used for the authentic good
of individuals and of human society as a whole. If it is the responsibility of every university
to search for such meaning, a Catholic university is called in a particular way
to respond to this need: Its Christian inspiration enables it to include
the moral, spiritual and religious dimension in its research,
and to evaluate the attainments of science and technology

in the perspective of the totality of the human person.

In this context Catholic universities are called to a continuous renewal,

both as ‘universities” and as ‘Catholic.” For what is at stake

is the very meaning of scientific and technological research,

of social life and of culture, but, on an even more profound level,

what is at stake is the very meaning of the human person.

Such renewal requires a clear awareness that, by its Catholic character,

a university is made more capable of conducting an impartial search for truth,

a search that is neither subordinated to nor conditioned by particular interests of any kind.

John Paul 11
Ex Corde Ecclesiae
Apostolic Constitution on Catholic Universities
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