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to participate. These might include 
psychiatrist members of the Guild, 
non-member psychiatrists, physi
cians concerned with the problem, 
psychologists, priests, and others; 

Merely for purposes of ready ref
erence and to avoid obvious identi
fication, it is suggested that the 
project be called simply "Casement," 
after Sir Roger Casement, the Irish 
patriot executed in 1916, who may 
or may not have been himself a 
victim of the problem but who cer
tainly had enlightened ideas on its 
nature and tragedy. "Casement" 
would be primarily a service, and 
secondarily an investigative project. 
It would be publicized only by word 
of mouth. It would not be written 
up in the diocesan newspaper. It 
would not keep records, except in a 
general way for purposes of evalu
ating its effectiveness. It would not 
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involve money in any way, eith1 r 
for dues or expenses. Its very exi -
tence need be known only to piies·t s, 
Guild members, and others wl .o 
might have occasion to refer su J

jects. It would function under t.1e 
auspices of, but not under the imrr: ~ 
diate and direct control of, the Gu ld 
of St. Luke ·and its officers. 

· "Casement" is therefore propo~ :!d 
not as a sole answer to the probl :m 
of the relevance of the Guild in 
1967, but as a type-project t tat 
would increase member-participat on 
in an area of special compete 1ce 
and concern and that would con ·ti
tute a service of peculiarly Chris

1 
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dimensions for persons who r· we 
heretofore been viewed with a • er
tain degree of distaste. 

[DR. LAFORET is assistant clinical pro· 
fessor of thoracic surgery, Boston Ur 'ver· 
sity School of Medicine.] 

Health to Match Her Dedication 

BY JAMES T. Nix, M.D. AND C. J. FECHER, PH.D. 

This manual on medical care of 
religious is a compilation of writings 
by fourteen authors - each ·an 
authority in the field of physical and 
mental health. It represents a first 
and a basic contribution to the pro
motion of adequate health care in 
re.ligious communities. It is the 
direct outgrowth of an effort 
l~unched by the National Federa
tiOn of Catholic Physicians' Guilds 
wh:n Dr. James Nix was appointed 
chairman of its committee to up
grade health of clergy and religious. 

F The second author, Dr. Con J. 
.~her, has been the pioneer in sta

tistical and actuarial studies of the 
~ealth of nuns. His first study was 
m_ 1927. In cooperation with Dr. 
Nix. ~nd the Conference of Major 
ReligiOus Superiors, his studies have 
expanded widely since ~ 955. 

The American Cancer Society has 
s~ow? its confidence in the progres
Sive Investigation by two successive 
~ants for the study of cancer d~aths 
In nuns. 

FEBRUARY' 1967 

The scope of the manual includes: 

I. A his:tory of the studies on 
religious health. 

2. The need for a comprehensive 
health program. 

3. The inauguration of a specific 
health program. 

4. The administration of the pro
gram and 

5. Mental Health. 

. Health to Match Her Dedication 
IS a catechism of health promotion 
Ion? need~ by medical, psycho
logical, sociOlogical and administra
tive ancilli/ ae domini. 

Copy price is $1.75 _or $1.50 in 
quantity. 

Publisher: St. Martin Press 
2106 Robert St., ' 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

WILLIAM J. EGAN' M.D. 
Editor, THE LINACRE QuARTERLY 
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