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Article 26

Letters To The Editor
Brief communications are welcome and will be printed as space permits,
subject to the usual editing.

Morals, Law and Life
BY

TO THE EDITOR:

CAHAL B. DALY, M.A.D.D.

This is a ton of dynamite packed
into a ninety-five cent pocket edi
tion and exploded by an angered
Irishman. It is made up of 215
pages of succinct and devastating re
buttal with 340 reference foot-notes.
It was inspired by the "New Mo
rality" and "God-is-dead" theology.

This is presented in a
speedy style that holds the
interest as tautly as a goc
dun-it mystery.

mple,
ader's
who

Reading time is apprc
four hours.

nately

The immediate cause of Father
Daly's ire is one Doctor Glanville
Williams. This distinguished Pro
fessor of Law allegedly parades a:;
an authority on theology, biology,
genetics, sociology and medicine in
his book The Sanctity of Life and
the Criminal Law. Father Daly
finds nothing new and no morality
in the Professor's book but rather
a parroting of cliches trnceable to
Fletcher of Harvard and back to
Bertrand Russell.

The book has an inde>. ,f sub
jects and an index of persc ·. It is
·erencc
an . excellent and rapid
a::ldition to every library.

Morals, Law and Life presents
the humanist theory on Sex, Love,
Marriage, Contraception, �bortion,
Sterilization, Artificial Insemination
and Euthanasia. With the three
writers own words, Cahal Daly re
futes each thesis in a reductio ad
absurde� fashion - and works in
the Christian attitude.
396

Bound copy price is $2.95

Paper pocket edition is 95¢

Scepter Publishers, 30 N. L· :.. ;Je,
Chicago, Ill. 60602

WILLIAM J. EGAN, M.D.
Editor, THE LI N ACRE QuARTERLY

LIN ACRE QUARTERLY

Dr. John Kelly, a CMMB volun
teer, presently serving at St. Luke's
Hospital in Nigeria has informed
us that he has sent an article to
LQ. He mentions that he suggests
in the article, among other sugges
tions, that the Catholic Medical
Mission Board consider having a
physician on our Board of Directors
and, also, that there be more co
operation between CMMB and the
Catholic Physicians' Guilds. (The
article appears elsewhere in this
issue.)
Even though CMMB does not
have a physician on its Board of
Directors, we do have a Medical
Advisory Council, made up of many
physicians with .whom we are in
constant contact concerning our pro
gram here. Naturally, we keep in
closer touch with those members
of the Council who are in the New
York area. Some of these physicians
you may know very well: Dr. Louis
Rousselot, Dr. August Groeschel, Dr.
Bernard Pisani, Dr. Hugh Grady,
and others. Besides these, we de
pend very heavily upon those physi
cians who have served overseas for
long tours of service for guidance
in our placement work.
During the past two years, CMMB
and the National Federation of
Catholic Physicians' Guilds have
been in close cooperation with vari
ous programs ,and, as you know, we
are assisting separate Guilds which
NOVEMBER, 1966

are presently setting up medical mis
sionary programs, so we do feel that
we do have a very close relationship
with the Guilds.
GEORGE R. KISH
Placement Director, CMMB
TO THE EDITOR:

I must send my congratulations
on your February issue, which has
just come here. It is undoubtedly
the best thing I have yet seen from
a Catholic source. Reading the usual
Catholic professional journal is, I
must confess, a duty more than a
pleasure because the articles tend
to be tedious, repetitive and poorly
written but those in this issue were
inspiring. The accounts of the medi
cal missionaries were most touching.
The papers indicated that although
the Catholics are "a little slow in
getting started" they possess a great
momentum. No other medical jour
nal could convey such a vital picture
of members who are compassionate,
spiritual and strong.
H.P. DUN N , M.D.
Auckland, New Zealand
TO THE EDITOR:

I think it would be well if THE
LI N ACRE QuARTERLy made some
statements in regard to the work of
McLean Morris and Gertrude Van
Wagenen, of Yale, who are reported
by Time and by the Reader's Digest
to have used diethyl stilbesterol in
volunteers to prevent implantation
of the fertilized ovum ("the morn397

ing-after-pill"). · think the public
should be info1 med that this is
abortion, pure and simple. The
fertilized ovum is prevented from
being implanted in the uterus and
thus prevented from growing. I
have not yet read any public state
ment by a Catholic physician, point
ing out that this is abortion, not
contraception.
ISOLDE T. ZECKWER,

M.D.

Philade lphia, Pa.
Rt. Rev. Msgr. P. V. Harrington,
J.C.L.

Vice-Officialis, Archdiocese of Boston
I have requested several copies of
your articles 1, 2, and 3 on abortion
from THE LINACRE QUARTERLY. I
am preparing an article for publica
tion in the Hawaii Medical Journal
in this next issue since the softening
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up process through the .
Society and press has alreac<
in our State.

:lical
cgun

I would ask your pern
quote liberally from yo\
with, of course, acknowlec.
the bibliography.

Jn to
rticles
ent in

It is my intent to have
your articles read into th
_
of the various Catholic
tions represented in this
our State and requesting t
support of our Catholic
the coming election and
Legislature.

ints of
.1inutes
'.)'aniza
��ese of
Jolitical
.nen in
1e 1967

I am greatly impress".
completeness of your
hope that your appr
forthcoming.

:ith the
les and
will be

Current
Literature:
:Jalej
anJ

Abdlraclj

•
•

•
In summary, informed consent
should be striven for in every case
of human experimentation, even
The great increase in the need though there may be some question
for human experimentation since in occasional i nstances about its
World War II has raised numerous validity; the conscientious, informed,
ethical problems, largely fo situa responsible investigator himself rep
tions where experimentation on a resents the subject's most reliable
patient is conducted not for his safeguard; the expected gain from
personal benefit but for that of an experiment must be commensu
patients in general. Not only has rate with the potential risk to the
�� potential number of opportu subject; whether or not an experi
mt1es for unethical studies been ment is ethical is intrinsic in its
multiplied but there is reason to design, and does not depend upon
believe that this has been paralleled the acquiring of significant data;
by an actual increment. Basically when data obtained from human
all "codes" dealing with the prob experimentation are published it
lem of human experimentation re should always be made clear that
quire the informed consent of the the proprieties have been observed
subject; however, in any meaningful - and, as a corollary, it is probable
sense such consent may not always that uneth ically obtained data
be possible. Twenty-two examples should never be published.
of patently unethical clinical inves
[Cf. editorial comment on Beech
tigations, culled from the recent er's article, "Ethics and Experi
?1edkal literature, attest to the grav ments," Med. Tribune 7:11 4 July
ity of the problem. The editors of
1966 and "Ex p erimentation o n
��ical journals have a responsi Man," New Eng. J. Med. 274:1382bility to determine that· the experi 1383 16 June 1966.]
mental data appearing in articles
accepted for publication have been
(For further insights see Elkinton,
obtained ethically; if this cannot be J. R.: The experimental use of hu
shown, the paper should be rejected. man beings. Ann. Int. Med. 65:371NOVEMBER, l 966
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Beecher, H. K.: Ethics and clinical re
search. New Eng. ]. Med. 274:13541360 16 June 1966.

w. N. BERGIN, l\/_
Hilo, Hawaii
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Material appearing in this column is thought to be of par
ticular interest to the Catholic physician because of its
moral, religious, or philosophic contrnt. The medical
literature constitutes the primary but 110t the sole source
of such material. In general, abstract; are intended to
reflect the substance of the original article. Parenthetical
editorial comment may follow the abstract if considered
desirable. Books are reviewed rather than summarized.
Contributions and comments from readers are invited.
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