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THE

HISTORY

OF

DonNa Mi1Iranpa SoLrs.

H A D not been at Cadiz above

a Couple of Days, when I faw
two young Strangers enter my Inn.
There was fomewhat about them
fo particularly engaging, that I could
not help being immediately prepof-
{fefled 1n their Favour ; and that
Prepofieflion, forced me to take
every Means poflible to introduce
myfelf to their Acquamtance. But
tho’ they returned my Overtures with
the utmoft Politenefs, I found what

I fought for was impracticable ; for
B they
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they were to leave Town the next
Day, and for that Night had ordered

fo eat alone.

Mortified as I was at this Difap-
pointment, I retired after Supper
immediately to my own Apartment,
which I obferved to be feparated
from theirs only by a flight Parti-
tion. They talked pretty loud, and
perhaps I was more attentive than I
ought to have been; but guefs my
Aftonithment, when, after liftening
to their Difcourfe for a few Minutes,
I began not to wonder at certain E-
motions 1 had felt at the firft Sight
of them, and which I had been be-
fore at a Lofs to account for: In
{hort, thofe two fo feemingly grace-
ful Cavaliers, proved in reality to be
two very beautiful young Women.

Alas, my dear Dorothea! cried
one of them with a Sigh, the Time
which I have {o long both dreaded,
and wifhed for, 1s at length arrived ;

I
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I fhall now appear before my
Friends, before my Father, if Grief
for my inconfiderate Conduct has
not yet put a Perod to his Days.
Oh Heavens! how fhall I fupport
that awful Trial ? Muft I not fink
under the Weight of their Re-
proaches? For can I flatter myfelf
that they will have the Gocdrefs to
recetve me with Pardon ?

Indeed, replied the other, my dear
Miranda, you look at your own
A&ions 1n a Light too rigid, and
defperate ; but if they were really
as culpable as you would make
People think them, the Joy of fee-
ing you return in Safety, would no
doubt obliterate every Sentiment of
Anger from the Breafts of your Fa-
mily. Your greateft Fault has been
Love, which was ever accounted
venial ; and a Love too the moft
pure and chafte: 'Tis true, by fol-
lowing the Flame, you have been
led through many thorny, and in-

B2 tri-
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tricate Ways, but flill you have gone
on without ftumbling; befides, it
will be more properly my Part, to
make them a Relation of your moft
extraordinary Adventures; and let
me alone to fet the Zeal you have
{hewn for your Religion, and the
Sacrifices you have made to your
Chaftity, i their true Colours.

A Domeftick coming in pre-
venied me from hearing any more ;
and I prepared to go to Bed with
the utmoft Diiflatsfaction, knowing
that their Departure the next Morn-
ing, would prevent me form making
auy farther Progrefs in the Know-
ledge of an Affair, which I had the
moit fanguine Curiofity to be ac-
quainted with. When an Accident
brought about what I difpaired of
doing myfelf, and in a very fhort
Time made me the Confidant of
tizelr moft Bolom Secrets.

Th_c
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The principal of thofe Iemale
Adventures, for whom I already be-
gan to feel the moft tender Com-
pafiion, was feized in the Night
with a violent Fever, {o wiolent,
that for feveral Days fhe remained
delirious ;3 in thofe Circumftances
you may eafily imagine it was im-
pofiible to keep her Sex long a Se-
cret, which indeed foon became
publick to the whole Houfe, though
cvery one was igncrant why {he had
ftrove to conceal i.

For my own Part I never failed to
make conftant Inquiries after her
Health; led thereto, as well by the
Defire which I had of paving the
Way to a future Intimacy, as by my
own natural Difpofition, which al-
ways rendered me {olicitous for the

Diftrefled.

Her Friend, who ftill retained her
- Man’s Habit, and paffed for this
B 3 fick
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fick Lady’s Brother, was thc Per-
fon, to whom 1 chofe to addrefs
myfelf; and was ftill received with
fuch an affable Complaifance, thar,
on the Patient’s Amendment, 1 could
not help fignifying the Pleafure
fthould take in being permitted to
the Honour of a Vifit; at the fame
‘Time giving her to underftand, that
in Spite of that mafculine Drapery, I
knew well enough that the and I were
not formed alike below the Girdle;
and then I told her the Means by
which I h2ppened to learn it.

At firft the feemed a little flag-
gered ; but foon recolleiting herfeif,
Then Slr fays the, fince you have
made the Difcovery, 1 hope you
will have Honour enough to let 1t
20 no further ; Iafiured her it thould
not, and reiterating my Requeit to be
admitted to her Friend.— She pro-
mifed to ufe her Interett in my Be-
half, but could not forbear letting
me know, that {he faw how far Cu-’

riofity
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riofity had a Share in my Concern ;
however, added fhe, if 1 can procure
your Admittance i dare Swear fhe
will not refufe the recital of Adven-
tures, which I venture to Promife
will Surpriie you.

She was as good as her Word,
and the next Day told me that after
Supper we fhould enjoy the wifhed
for Conference ; accordingly at the
Hour appointed, fhe Conducted me
to the fick Chamber, where after
the ufual Compliments upon thofe
Occalions, the Lady began to {peak
to me in the following Manner :

I find by my Companion, Sir, that
through fome Words which you ac-
cidentally heard pafs between us,
the Evening of our Arrival at this
Place, you are let into the Secret of
our real Chara&ers ; fhe alfo inform-
ed me, of the Gentleman-like Af-
{urance, which you have given her
to keep that Matter ftill concealed.

B4 I re-
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I renewed my Promile, and fhe
went on. 1 aifo find, Sir, faid fhe,
that you have picked up fome Hints
which I then let fall, relative to my
difaftrous Fortune ; and that you are
anxious to hear a more ample De-
tail of them: Alafs! 1t will but
fhock your compafiionate Nature;
my Life having hitherto confifted,
(and I fee no Probability of a future
Reverfe) of fucha Series of calamitous
Incidents, partly - thro' my own
Fault, and partly thro’ the Difpen-
fations of Providence, to which 1
fhall always bend with the lowelt
Submiflion, “as no poor Creature,
befides myfelf, perhaps ever expe-
rienced.

I befeeched her to wipe away the
Tears, which now flowed from her
E) es in great Abundance ; fhe did
fo; and after a fhort Sllcncc, re-
fumed the Difcourfe, as near as [
can remember In tlp;fc Words.

My
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My Name is Miranda Solis, and
I am fprung from a Family, which
is a Branch of one of the mott an-
cient Stocks about Scvifle. My
Youth was brought up in all that
Delicacy, ufual among People of the
firft Rank ; but the beft of Mothers
made it her chief Care to graft into
me fuch Principles, as might tend
rather to make me a good Woman,
than a fine Lady. 'Thus I paifed
my Time in my FFather’s Houlte, hap-
py, and undifturbed ; unthought of
by the World, I thought not of it ;
but the Time {hortly came, when |
was to make my Appearance in that
tumultuary Aflembly, and tho’ it
was but a fhort one, I may juftly

{ay, to that Appearance I owe my
Ruin.

My Mother began to take me a-
broad with her, and among other
Vifits, we frequently made onc to 2

particular I'riend of her’s: This La-
B s dy
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dy had a Son, that had for fome
Years been in the Army, and was
now on his Return home ; he was
almoft the conftant Topick of our
Converfation ; and his Friends paf-
{fed fuch Encomiums upon him, that
I began mnfenfibly to {ympathize in
the general Impatience to fee him;
in fhort, on a fini¢t Retrofpection, I
have fince found, that I was half in
Love with the Copy, before I
beheld the Original.

But at length Don Ferdinand ar-
rived. O Heavens ! Shall I ever for-
get the Perturbation of my Spirits
at our firft Interview ; in Spite of all
my Efforts 1 could not conceal it ;
like a pent up Fire, when I deny'd
it 2 Paffage at my Lips, it broke out
at my Eyes; and I imagined I could
perceive an equal Ardor in thofe of
the dear Inflamer.

But if I was charmed with his
- Figure, his Converfation compleated
the
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the Conqueft ; fo gentle, and at the
fame Time fo manly; fo free, and

at the fame Time fo refpectful, me-
thought I could have liftened to him

for ever ; and that the Moment we
parted I ceafed to live; at leaft, but
a breathing Statue, till the Prefence
of my beloved revived me. My Mo-.
ther and I continued our Vifits, and
I was blefled in the Confideration,
that by fo doing, I fhould flill en-
joy my ultimate Defire, when a fa-
tal Clond intercepted this momen-
tary Sunfhine, and plunged me at

once in the blackeft Defpair.

My Mother was taken oft by an
Apoplexy, at a Time too when fhe
never appeared in a more confirmed
State of Health ; as a Daughter, }
felt all the Grief at her Death, that
a Daughter is capable of feeling for
the Lofs of a Parent; but as a Lo-
ver, 1 was diftraéted for the Lofs of
my ador'd Ferdinand, with whom 1

B6 thought
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thought all farther Communication
muit now be at an End.

However, tho’ I was debarred from
the Sight of the Man I doated on,
his Sifters, upon this melancholly
Occafion, were the firft who came
to wait on me with their Condolence,
they alfo brought me Compllments
from their Brother, but delivered
them 1n a Manner {o tender, and
pathetic, zs left me no Room to
- doubt, that he had given them parti-
cular Dire&ions to let me fee how

inuch he was interefted in all my
Concerns.

A Letter, which he foon after
found Means to convey to me, con-

firmed me in this Suppofition ; for
then he breathed the moft rapturous
Paflion ; and concluded with entreat-
g a private Interview ; 1 believe I
need not tell you that I was well e-
nough enclined to comply with his
Requeft; butalafs, on my Mother’s

De-
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Deceafe, my Father had taken into
the Houfe an old Duenna, who
watched me with fuch a vigilant Se-
verity, that 1t was morally impraéi-
cable : This I let him know. When
Love, who gave Birth to his Defires,
prompted the Methods to fatisfy
them ; he foon found out the weak
Side of my good Governefs, whom
he follicited thh a Puorfe of Gold,
and that f{o effetually, that in
a thort Time after, in the Dead of
Night, when I as much expeéted
to fee an Apparition, I beheld him
at my Feet in the moft extatic Rap-
tures.

He feemed the Prieft of Love,
and to deliver Oracles warm from
God ; or rather, he locked like the
God hlmfelf at Jeaft, fuch I thought
him, and for fix Months that we
enjoyed this Intercourfe uninterrupt-
ed, I never knew a Moment’s Pain,
but when he was abfent from me,
in languithing to fee him again.

But
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But what rendered himfelf ftill
dearer to me was, thattho’ the Vio-
lence of his Paflion was apparent,
and I feldom attempted to hide
mine from him ; yet he ncver fuf-
fered 1t to get a Step beyond the
Bounds of Honour ; he often 1ndeed
hinted at making Propofals to my
I'ather, but I @till talked of Decency,
and the Forms to be preferved dur-
ing my Mother’s Mourning ; how-
ever, Love, which difdains to be
fettered by flavith Cuftom, at laft
broke thro’ them all, and Don Fer-
dinand f{ent a Deputation of his
Friends to demand me in Mar-
riage.

Oh! curfed Avarice, which re-

jects every Thing, however, good
and noble 1n itfelf, unmixed with
the Object of its Idolatry. Tho’
Ferdinend was of a Family every
Way equal to my own, he was not
{o well accommodated with the Gifts

of
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of Fortune.—My Father knew this.
—And confidering me only in the
Light of 2 Commodity, to which
his Eftate muft be indifpenfiby an-

nexed, he was determined to give
me to the higheft Bidder, and con-
fequently refufed Don Ferdinand's
Propofal with Difdain.

This Circumftance too was at-
tended with another no lefs difagree-
able ; the Fame of my little Stock
of Beauty, had gained me a new
Admirer, Don Sancho de Menezes,
and poor Ferdinand had the more
Reafon to dread him as a Rival, he
having added to an illuftiious Birth,
an Income of above ten thoufand
Piftoles a Year; which made it
certain, that, on the leaft Motion
to my Father, he would leap at {uch
a Son-in-Law.

But, 1t {feems, he thought it more
en Cavalier, to talk to me firft ; and
a thoufand Stratagems he made ufe

of

{
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of to adidrels me in Perfon, but I
ftill avoided giving him an Opportu-
nity ; at length, he began to folicit
my Governefs, and truly fhe was
very willing to grant him all in her
Power, but I continuing obftinate,
he {wore that there was {fome more
happy Man, whom he would make
a Sacrifice to his rejected Paflion.

Now whether the old Duenna gave
him any Intimation, I cannot pre-
tend to {ay ; but certain it 1s, that he
got an Inkling of Ferdinand’s noctur-
nal Vifits, and way-Jaid hin one
Night. When my dear unfu{pe&ing
Lover coming according to Cuftom,
was {uddenly affaulted in the Street,

by Don Saucloe, at the Head of three
Rufhans.

I heard the Noife from my Cham-
ber, and having a Sort of ill-boding
Heart, I looked out of the Window ;
but good Heavens, how was I

thocked, when I beheld the Ido! of
iy
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Soul, with his Back to the Wall,
defcndmg himfelf againft four Aff: AL
fins ; he was juit then joined by his
Valet de Chambre, whom he always
left at the Corner of the Street, up-
on which, the three horid Mllldf:l‘-
ers ran away ; but Don Sancho ftill
keeping his Ground, ! faw them
make over to our Porch; upon
which I {creamed violently, ‘and my
Governefs coming up to me, unable
to fupport it any Ton ger, 1 fainted in
her Arms.

She feconded my Alarms; and
my Father was unfortunately the
firft Perfon, who run to our Afhift-

ance; I fay unfortunately, for he

too foon was advertized of the Caufe
of my Swooning.

Don Sancbo, who®Was grievoufly
wounded, and now lay groaning at
the Steps of the Door, as foon as I

was recovered, called my Father’s
Attention that W.ay F

The
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The Servants went out, and im-
mediately returned, bearing him a-
mong them ; and while one was
difpatched for a Surgeon to furvey
the Wound, my Father try’d to
bring him to himfeif, by the Help of
fome Cordials, which he poured
down hisThroat ; and now came the
Thunderbolt, what was doomed to
ftrike me down ; Don Sancto, infpi-
rited by the vivifying Drops, as foon
as he knew with whom, and where
he was, began to lay open the whole
Caufe of the late Buftle ; he told my
Father, that he had long been a
Suitor of mine ; and, in fhort, of the
Amour between Don Ferdinand and
me.

To defcribe my Father’s Rage is im-
potlible, the firflt Fruits of which was
experienced by the Duenna, whomhe
diretly turned out of Doors ; juitly
conjecturing, that fuch a Negotia-
tion could not have been carried on

under
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under his Roof, without her Conni-
vance ; 1 was the next Objet of his
R efentment, he ftorm’d like a Fury,
called me a thoufand opprobrious
Names ; and, in fine, locked me up,
to confider on what had happened at
Leifure.

Don Ferdinand 1 percieved had
made his Efcape, but I neither knew
to what Place, nor whither dange-
roufly wounded ; I was hke a mad
Woman, and {o continued for a con-
fiderable Space ; when my Miferies
were fcrewed up to the higheft Pitch:
Don Sancho was now got abroad a-
gain, and the firlt Vifit he made,
was to my Father, to acquaint him,
that what had happened, was not
capable of altering his Refolution,
and that, if he thought proper, he

was ftill defirous of a Union with
me.

Nor did my Father leave any
Means untry’d, to break me to his
Yoke 3
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Yoke; he flatiered, threatened, pro-
mifed me his whole Eftate, {wore
he would turn me out as an Alien
from his Blood ; but all to no Pur-
pofc, 1 remained inflcxible, and
plainly told him, that 1 would ra-
ther follow Ferdinand with a Knap-
fack, than have 2 Throne with him
to whom he wanted to join me.

An Anfwer fo peremptory, enra-
ged him beyond all Bounds ; and he
told me to prepare for a Monaitery
the next Morning ; which 1 did with
great Pleafure, as fubmitting to the
milder Fate; I wanted nothing but
to inform Don Ferdinand of the
Choice I had made, rather than vie-
late my Faith to him. I had a
few Days before heard, that he was
feen about Town ; and then, by
Dint of a Bribe, prevailed upon a
Negro Boy to give him a Line,
which only contained a DireGion
to the Convent I was to enter, and

an
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an Entreaty to {fee lum there as foon
as poflidle.

According to this Detcrmination,
the very next Morning, at fix
o'Clock, I fet out for the Convent
of ~—, about eight Leagues from Se-
w1/le, where ftri&t Orders were given,
that I fhould be {uficred to {ee no-
body : However, What Difficultics
are unfurmountable to a Mind de-
termined ? I had not been there a
Week, before I was happy i the
Society of him, who to me was all
the World: Oh! would to Heaven
that his Charms had been lefs at-
traCtive, or my Soul more infenfible.

The Society of which I was De-
come¢ a Member, was governed by
Friars, whofe Convent was diftant
about a Gun-fhot from the Abbey ;
here Ferdinand betook himielf, and
grew {o intimate with one of the re-
verend Brethren, that he prevailed
on him to take his Cafe into Confi-

deration :
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deration: The Cafe of a Lover, anx-
ious to fee his Miftrefs, and thro’
his Means, in Spite of my Father’s
Mandate, he bad Egrefs and Re-

erefs to and from me, as often as he
would.

I muft own, that fuch an Inftance
of Complaifance in a holy Brother
and Sifterhood furprized me ; but
I was {oon after convinced, that the
Habit of a Nun and I'riar, are but
like Charity, a Cover for a Multi-
tude of Sins. That they are them-
felves a Pack of Wolves in Sheeps
Cloathing ; who, however meckly
they carry it to the Eye of the
World, are in their own dark Cells
fo many ravenous Beafts of Prey, a
Herd ot Cannibals, who feed uvpon
one another, 1n the moft licentious
and fhameful Manner; confidering
nothing but their brutal Appetites,
and the readieft Way to fatisfy them.

The
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The Friars were conftantly a-
mong us, and you might eafily ob-
ferve that their Afliduity about the
young Nuns, had more in it than
meer Devotion. In fine, they ge-
nerally were acquainted with their
female Penitents Confeffion before
the made it ; and charitably gave
her Abfolution for thofe Sins, which
they helped her to commit.

Indeed it was plain, that the Flefh
had a greater Share than the Spirit,
in the Works of this Convent;
which {eemed to me a Temple de-
dicated to Cupzd; and 1 let Don
Ferdinand into the Difcovery 1 had
made, but he feemed much better
acquainted with their Manners, even
than I myfelf; and I was not a lit-

tle furprized when he fpoke to me
1n the following Strain.

My dear Miranda, 1 love you of
all Woman kind, but you fee your
Fa-
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Father’s unreafonable Prejudice 1s
fuch, that he will never confent to
our coming together ; and you may
be {fure, tlnt lf on his fecond Trial
of your Inclinations, in regard to
your Marriage with Don S(mc/.!s:,
he ftill finds you obftinate, that he
will infift upon your taking the Velil.
I hope not fo, an{wered I; And
why not fo, replied he, my Angel !
Wheie 1s there a Retreat i the
World, that will afford us fuch a
Liberty of converfing together, as
this? Do you not {ee that Love re-
vels here 1n his moft unbounded
Riots ? Do you then take the Habit
of a Devotee, as I will of 2 Corde-
lier, Reftraint from the very Mo-
ment will ceafe betwixt us; the
Nature of my Fun&ion will permit
me to be with you; as often, and
as long as I pleale, and I fhall ef-
teem the World well given up, for
the conftant Enjoyment of your
dearer Convesfation.

This
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This Difcourfe of yours, replicd I,

{cems fomething ferious.  Seems fo!
returned he, you may be affured that
it is really fo; and I prefume your
Sentiments would not differ from
mine, if you, like me, had reflected
on the Advantages of the Plan which
] propofe. Promife me but to con-
fider of it, and I dare anfwer that you
cannot but approve of 1it. I confent
to it with all my Heart, rephed I,

and you may fhortly expect the Re-
{ult of my Reflection.

Two Months however elapfed,
hefore I could refolve what Courfe
to take; perhapsIthould even have
remained longer undetcrmined, if
my cruel Father, in order to re-
venge himfelf of my Cppolition to
his Will, had not made Choice of
another Hufband for me, who, in
order to keep me at a Diftance from
the Family-feat, had found Means to
enrage him fo much againft me, that

C he
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he threatened me with the moft
cruel Treatment, if I did not refolve
to give my Hand to Don Sanckoe, or
immediately to take a Veil. 1 told
him that tho’ I had no Inclination
for a Clouter, I fthould have much
lefs Objection to be confined in one,
than to be united for Life to a Man
whom I could not love. And that
he might not have the leaft Doubt
of the dincerity of my Intention, I
went a few Days after to the Lady
Abbefs, to acquaint her with my
Defign of becoming a Nun.

She congratulated me and herfelf
on the prudent Choice I had made;
and that my Fervour might not have
Time to abate, the promifed me to
abridge the ufual Probation previous
to the taking the Habit. 1 was
altually mcorporated inafew Months
after. About the fame time Don
Ferdinand took the Habit of a Cor-
delier. We both of us pafled the
Time of our Probation, without be-

ing
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ing indulged with the Pleafure of an
Interview. By frequent Letters which
pafled between us, we endeavoured
to alleviate the Torments of Ab-
fence ; but thefe Torinents were to
laft but a Year; for my Lover had
been promifed, that when his Term
of Probation fhould expire, he thould

be at Liberty to make Choice of a
Convent.

He was no fooner engaged 1n this
Vocation, by the folemn Vows that
it required, than in Compliance
thereto he came to the Convent at a
very little Diftance from ours. His
Supertors could not refufe him this
Favour. A Letter which he fent
me acquainted me with the Day of
his Arrival : I expected it with the
utmoft Ardor of Impatience. Nor
was I long 1n this Situation ; for, led
on by his Paffion, he came with fuch
Speed, that he had almoft overtaken.
his Letter. Word was brought me
that he was come. Love lent me

C2 Win gs
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Wings to ﬂy into the Parlouf, where
he was waiting to receive me in his
Arms. Aik me not to exprefs the
Tranfports of Joy which our Hearts
experiecnced. We were both {o ex-
tremely affeCted that we could not
refrain from Tears. The Emotion
of our Souls deprived us for fome
Moments of the Power of Speech.
Our Looks and Sighs were our only
Interpreters. To this filent Scene
fucceeded the moft tender and paf-
fionate Expreffions.

¢« Adorable Mrranda, {aid the en-
raptured Don Ferdinand, you are at
length reftored to my Arms: May I
flatter myfelf you do not repent the
generous Sacrifices your Love has
coft you? Do you not reproach your-
felf with having too dearly purchafed
an Opportunity of loving without
Reftraint ?” “What! anfwered I, do
you doubt the Sincerity of my Love?
And do you think it would permit

me to regret thofe trivial Advantages
which
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which the World promifed me, and
in which you could not fhare with
me? Have I not a thoufand Times
told you the Happinefs of my Life
depends on your Love alone: Pro-

mife me only that your Affection
thall end but with your Life.”

A thoufand Oaths he fwore to tef-
tify his perpetual Fidelity. We pro-
mifed to fee each other every Day;
but Don Ferdinand was not perfectly
fatisfied with that Privilege. He was
{fenfible that his new Situation fa-
voured him with an Opportunity of
making me frequentnoéturnal Vifits;
and he was very willing to avail him-
felf of that Advantage. But I rc-
fufed to comply with his Wifhes.
In vain did he remonftrate the Ex-
ample of his Brethren, who, during
the Night, very often made their
Appearance in the Abbey. I did
not think myfelf obliged to follow
their Example. My Prudence even
made me look with Horror on the

C3 {candalous
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{candalous Proceedings to which I
was cvery Day Witnefs. I could
hardiy conceive how thefe Friars our
Directors could fteal into the Abbey,
without any one’s difcovering the
Refpet they paid to their Devotees;
but Don Ferdinand, who prefently
became acquainted with the Strata-
gems practifcd in the Convent, told
me it was by Means of a Paflage
under Greund, that they made their
Way mto our Convent. Young and
Old did not fail, by this Means, to
periorm the piocus Oflices of their
Mandiry. ‘This could not be done
without fometimes leaving behind
them very evident Marks of their
Zeal; but this was eafily concealed
from the Eyes of the World. The
young Sifters who were thus be-
come Mothers, exempted themfelves
from the Scandal by abiconding from
the Grate before their Pregnancy was
vilivie. A feparate Apartment was
allowed them, where they waited
patiently the happy Moment of their

Delivery;
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Delivery; and the Burdens, of which
they were eafed, were privately en-
trufted to Perfons of approved Di-

cretion.

You {ce then, Sir, faid the fair
Miranda, interrupting her Narrative,
thatmy feebleVirtue has beenexpofed
to dangerovs Temptations ; {o preva-
lent is the Contagicn of 1l Exam-
ple. I refifted them, however, not-
withftanding the repeated Efforts
which Don Ferdinand practifed to
feduce me : But little did I think
that my Charms were about to create
him a formidable Rival ! It was the
Guardian Father himfelf, who did
me the Honour to conceive the moft
violent AffeCtion for me. 1 knew
that he was a fecret Admirer of the
Lady Abbefs. How would the then
be enraged againit me, if I fhould
rob her of a Conqueft {o valuable to
her Soul; for, it 1s neceflary to ob-
ferve, that this Guardian Father was
a Man of a genteel and graceful

Cq Perfon,
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Perfon, and that the Lady Abbeis,
{till young, appeared to be of a Com-
plexion {ufceptible of the moft tender
Paffion. Could the then ever have
pardoned me for the TheftI fhould
have committed? No; but I will
ipare her the Grief the Infidelity of
her Lover would occafion. Could
it be imagined that I fhould be in-
fenfible of the Declarations of his
Love; for, without Doubt, he
thought he did me great Honour
in making me the ObjeCt of his glo-
rious Choice.

The infolent and audacious Dif-
courfe of this Friar, gave me, at
Jeaft, Reafon to think, that full of
the Idea of his own Merit, he did not
expet that I thould venture to op-

pofe his Will,

You know not perhaps dear Sifter,
(faid he, one Day, when he made me
a Vifit) that I have fome good News
to tell vou; but, added he, (taking

hold
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hold of my Hand, which hie prefled

ardently) I would have you read 1n
my Eyes what I have to communi-
cate. Indeed, Father, an{fwered I,
(haftily fnatching my Hand from his)
it is not in my Power to do that; for I
muft confefs myfelf an utter Stranger
to the Language of the Eyes.

Oh! replied he, I {ce you are 2
fittle Diflembler; for, I am well
affured that you can read in my
Looks the tender Impreflion which:
you have made in my Heart; per-
haps, added he, in an affeCted Tone,
vouare difpleafed that I have folong
delayed to declare my Paflion. Wo,
IFather, anfwered I, I am not at ajl
difpleafed on that Account, I affure
you: And I muft acknowledge to you
that I thould have been much better
pleafed 1f you had kept your good
News to yourfelf.

How ! Child, anfwered he, I fancy
you do not cenfider that there is not
C3 4
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1 Perfon here but would think her-
felf highly honoured by fuch an
Overture ; and that I muft keep it
a Secret from the Lady Abbefs, to
prevent her being jealous of you:
But fear nothing; I will take upon
myielf to conceal from her all the
Meafures that we fhall agree upon;
only be careful implicitly to tollow
my Advice.

For Shame! Father, anfwered ],
exafperated at this Friar's Audacity,
let us put an End to this troublefome
Difcourfe ; and place to my Account
the Patience which I have had in
liftening to you.

But, my dear Sifter, replied he, do
you forget that you are talking to
your Superior f No, 1 do not forget
it, replied I; butl do not think his
Authority fhould extend {o far as to
make me liften to a Difcourfe which

is offenfive to my Modetty.

Very
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Very well! very well! faid he, in
an angry Tone, my Difcourfe, I find,
has not the good Fortune to pleafe
you; but I {ufpect the Reafon: You
would perhaps be better pleafed to
converfe with our Brother Leander.
(That was the Name which Don Fer-
dinand affumed with the Habit of the
Order.) For I am not a Stranger to
the amorous Correfpondence carried
onbetween you two. However,added
he, difpofe yourfelf this Day to bid
him eternally farewel; I will {end
him to take a final Leave of you.,

For Heaven’s Sake, Father, cried

I, alarmed at his cruel Threat, erafe
from your Remembrance what I have
faid to oftend you. Let me on niy
Knees intreat your Pardon. No;
replied he, bidding me rife from that
humble Pofture; I do not merit from
you fuch Condefcenfion; and if you
have done any Thing to reproach
yourfelf with, employ the Means
that are in your Power to make Re-
Co paration.



[ 36 ]

paration. But, my Reverend Fa-
ther, faid I, do nothing rafhly, allow
me, at leaft, Time for Refle&ion:
Your Merit, which I know how to
value, will be anfwerable for the
Progre{s which it will be eafy for you
to make in my Heart: Thefe are
flattering Hopes you give me, an-
{wered he; but confider that it will
be vour Intereft not to deceive me;
and it I confent that our Brother
Leander thould continue his Ad-
drefles, remember it 1s on Condition,
that you fhall not refufe mine alfo.
Thefe are the Terms I ofter you;
and I leave you to reflect on them.

Thus was 1 under a Neceflity of
complying with whatever this info-
lent Friar exatted from my Obedi-
ence. Wwnat Menace could indeed
have been more terrible than that
which he pronounced? And how
could I have {urvived the bitter Pangs
of a Separation from Don Ferdinand?
It was then for his Sake alone that I
con-
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confented to {uffer the Importunities
of his new Rival. For fome Weeks
I amufed him with flattering Pro-
mifes; buthis brutal Appetite could
not long endure the Refiftance I had
made to his infamous Defires. The
Wretch, refolving to fucceed, de-
termined to complete his Pleafure
by Violence; and the Moment was
almoft arrived, when he was to exe-
cute his horrid Purpole. |

For two Hours after I was laid in
my Bed, I knew not what fecret
Impulfe acquainted me with the
Misfortune that threatened me; but
I was fo extremely uneafy that Sleep
could not clofe my Eyes. I {pent
the Time in making the moft forrow-
ful Refletions upon my hard Fate,
when fuddenly I thought I heard a
Noife at my Chamber-door; nor
was [ miftaken : MyDoorwas open-
ed, and immediately fhut to again.
The Horror with which I'was feized
on this Occafion, made me cry out
in a moft terrible Manner; but [

I prefently
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prefently loft the Power of making
myfelf heard; the Villain who was
got into my Chamber, came to my
Bedfide, and put his Hand before my
Mouth. It was the Guardian Fa-
ther. The Sight of the Danger my
Innocence was expofed to, gave me
Strength to defend myfelf againft
his brutal Violence. Tranfported
with Fury I tore mylelt from the
Arms of this audacious Villain; but
my Strength was foon exhaufted.
The Wretch, putting a Poniard to
my Throat, threatened to facrifice me
to his Rage, if Idid not immediately
confent to be the Vi&tim of his
infamous Luft. If you make the

leaft Noife, faid he, it is as much

as your Life 1s worth¢ --- either
comply with my Defires, or expect
fudden Death.

. Dear reverend Father, faid I,
throwing myfelf at his Feet, will
you owe that to Violence which you
may obtain by Love? I only atk a
Delay of three Days.---No, no, an-
| {wered
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fwered he, I have too long {uffered

myfelf to be deceived by your de-
lufive Wiles; you fhall this very In-
ftant perform the Promife you have
made me.

Heaven, to whom I cried for Suc-
cour, infpired me with a Thought
by which I preferved my Innocence.
I pretended to confent to the Defires
of this luftful Beaft. I quitted the
humble Pofture I was in, threw my
Arms round his Neck, and almott
fmothered him with feigned Ca-
refles; and that he might not have
any Doubt but that I was fincerely
difpofed to gratify his Wifhes, I in-
fifted that he fhould permit me to
receive the Addrefles of his Brother
Leander. He made no Manner of
Objettion to my Requeft; and
thought of nothing then but an
immediate Compliance. But he
was to meet with Obftacles which
he did not dream of. Happy for me,
the Moon fhone through my Cham-

ber-
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ber-Window.. I took particular
Notice where he put the Poniard
with which he was armed. He laid
it carelefsly ona Chairby my Bed-fide:
To obtain an Opportunity of getting
it, I atked him Leave to let me fetch
my Smelling-bottle which lay upon
the Table, telling him I wanted it
to compofe my Spirits which were
ruffled by a foolith feigned Refift-
ance. He readily granted my Re-
queft; and difentangling myfelf from
hisArms, I jumped off from the Bed
on which he had thrown me, armed
myfelf with his Poniard ; and threat-
ened to facrifice him to my juft Re-
venge, if he did not preferve himfelf
by Flight. |

He now perceived the only Me-
thod to preferve hus Life was a quick
Retreat : However, before he went
out of my Chamber, he earneftly en-
treated-me not to mention a Word
of what had pafled between us;

and to engage my Silence, he pro-
mifed
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mifed ‘never more to lay axy Obfta-
cles between me and Leander.

I was not, however obliged to rely
upon hisPromifes; forIexpeted that
Don Ferdinand would {foon or late
become the unfortunate Victim of
his jealous Rage. I wrote a Letter
to him the next Morning, defiring
he would come to me immediately,
for I had fomething of the ut-
moft Confequence to communicate
to him. He delayed not to come;
and I acquainted him with every
thing that had happened, without
concealing a fingle Circumitance.
Never was Rage more violent than
his. Monfter! cried he, his Blood
{hall pay for his moft villainous At-
tempt,

For Heaven’s Sake, my dear Don
Ferdinand, faid I, (taking hold of his
Hand and prefling it tenderly with
mine,) moderate the Tran{ports of

your undifcerning Rage. Confider,
- -
nothmg
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nothing can preferve us but the Suc-
cours of Diflimulation. 1 defire
not, added I, to conceal the Dan-
gers which befet my Innocence, but
to extricate myfelf from them : Say,
wil you accompany me in my
Flight! I will, by Heaven, anfwered
he, you could not have propofed a
‘Thing more confonanttomy W ifhes:
But my dear Miranda, continued he,
the Execution of the Defign which
you propofe is inconfiftftent with the
Revenge which fires my Soul. Shall
it be faid, that I have {uffered fuch
a Villain to go unpunifhed ? Forbid
the Thought. It would be equally
injurious to both our Honours. Let
us fly; but firft, let that curfed
Fiend become the Object of my Re-

fentment. But, anfwered I, will
the Intereft of our Security permit

you to enter into fuch Projets of
Vengeance. Let us only coniider
what Meafures we muft take to fe-
cure our Flight.

Our
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Our firft Confideration was where
to feek a Refuge. After many Re-
fle&tions on this Head, we deter-
mined to go to Holland. But for
this Purpofe, we required a confide-
rable Sum of Money; and where
could we expect to find 1t? However,
Don Ferdinand had happily preferved
a {ubftantial Friend, and he was the
only Perfon he ever vifited fince he
had been divorced from the World ;
to him therefore he addrefled him-
{elf, acquainted him with his De-
fign, and received greater Favours
from him than he could poffibly ex-
pect. This generous Man did every
Thing in his Power to promote our
Efcape; befides the Money which
Don Ferdinand had received from
him, he alfo promifed him a Poft-
Chaife to condu@ us to Cadiz. A
proper Suit of Cloaths was needful to
difguife me, which he alfo very
willingly provided for me. Don
Ferdinand, after retu rning him the

moit
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moft hearty Thanks, came to ac-
quaint me with the joyful News.
Our next Concern was how I thould
make my Efcape from the Convent :
This was a Difficulty which my
Lover eafily removed: He atked my
Permiffion to come to my Chamber
the next Morning, faid he would
bring a Friar’s Robe with him; and
that being thus difguifed, I might
fafely follow him into his Convent.
He gave me this Caution only, that
if we fhould be fo unfortunate as to
meet with any of the Friars in the
fubterraneous Paffage, that I fhould
preferve a profound Silence, and

boldly follow him.

Meafures, fo well concerted, left

us no Obftacle to furmount. I was
not in the leaft affrighted at the
Sight of three Friars which we found
in our Paffage under Ground. De-
ceived by my Difguife, they 1ma-
gined me one of their Brethren é;
an
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and with a Lover’s Hafte paffed by

us to go where Venus called them.

Don Ferdinand, who was not under
any Fear of making himfelf known,
jeered them as they pafled along for
not making more Hafte to pay their
Devoirs to their young Sifters: But
the Bufinefs they had in Hand was
of too great Importance to make
any Delay to reply to him. A Mo-
ment ftole them from our Sight; and
in a fthort Time afterwards we ar-
rived at the Habitation of our de-
vout Diretors. I had not long to
wait there ; for my Lover condu@ed
me into the Garden, out of which
we made our Efcape, and went to
his kind Benefa&or, whofe Refidence

was not above half a League from
our Convent.

Being 1n fuch a ftrange Difguife,

I could not avoid bluthing when I
was firft prefented to him; but that
was prefentiy over. In the Cham-
ber
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ber to which I was condu&ted, I
found a rich Suit of Cloaths made in
the genteeleft Tafte, and juft of a
proper Size. The fame was alfo
prepared for Don Ferdinand.

OurMoments were now precious;
and by our extreme Diligence we
were prefently equiped for our Jour-

ney. We repeated our Thanks to
our gracious Benefactor; and then

afcended the Poft-Chaife which
waited for us.

Our Journey to Cadiz was not
impeded by any Kind of Accident;
when we arrived at that City, I was
not in the leaft fatigued. We were
fo fortunate as to find a Ship there
which was the next Day to fet Sail
for Hellend.  Don Ferdinand adviied
me to refums my female Drefs; I
willingly followed his Advice; for
in the Habit I then wore, I certainly
appeared to have an awkard bor-
rowed Air. -~-- But in what Cha-

7 racter
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raGér was I to accompany him ? It
was neceflary I fhould pafs under
fome Title; and he thought nothing
could be more eligible than that of
his Wife, which he defired I would
accept of. I did; but it was on
Condition, that this Title thould give
him no Right of Pofleflion, till we
were folemnly united by the holy

Bands of Love. He affured me that
his Paffion thould ever co.ifine itfelf

within the Limits of Refpe@; and
never venture on the Brink of Free-
dom. You will prefently learn how
much I ought to have relyed on thofe
Promifes. I f{hall now return to our
Departure, which was fixed on for
the next Day.

It was to Ho/land we were to go to

feek for an Afylum: We flattered

ourfelves that the Space of a Month
would bring us thither ; afavourable
Wind gave us Reafon to expe& an

happy Voyage. We anticipated the
Sweets
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Sweets of Liberty, of which the bare
Idea charmed us.

Six Days were elapfed before we
experienced any Perils; and we
doubted not but the Remainder of
our Voyage would be as happy as
the Beginning. But alas! thefe were
delufive Hopes: We were thenon the

Brink of the moft terrible Misfor-
tunes. We were unhappily attacked
by a Corfair which we could not
poflibly avoid. The numerous Broad-
iides which were poured in upon us
had made fuch Havock on our Ship,
that it was impoffible for the Sailors
to manage her. The Pirates had it in
their Power to fink her if they had

been fo inclined; but they were not
willing to lofe the Riches with
Which the was laden : Making there-
fore nearer to her, they threw their
grappling Irons, drew her to them,

and boarded her. A bloody Battle
enfued : Don Ferdinand, after hav-

ing

gl
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ing given a thoufand Marks of
Intrepidity, recetved feveral dan-
gerous Wounds'! Weltering in Blood
I received him in my Arms; buthe
was lefs concerned for his own Mis-
fortun=s, than hec was with thofe
which I wasabout to fuffer; for he
doubted not but we thould both be
condemned to Slavery. In fine, the
vidtorious Corfair did not delay to
make himielf Mafter of onr Veflel,;
and caufed us to be put in his. But
we were treated with more Hu-
manity than we could cven hope
for. Witnels of Don Ierdingnd's
prodigious Valour, the Pirate gave
him a thoufand Tokens of the moft
fingular Refpe&t. He caufed him
to be laid on a Bed, and pave it
Orders that the utmoit Care {hould
be taken of him; and I had the
Confolation of being fuffered to be
always near him till his Health and
Strencth returned.

19, At
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At length, by the Aid of Sails
and Qars, we arrived at the large
City of Fez, where Don Ferdinand
and I were told to the richeft Moor
in all that Country. The Recital
which had been made him of my
Lover’s Valour, together with the
Marks of Diftin¢tion which ap-
peared in our Behaviour, pleaded in
our Behalf, and prevented our being
mingled with the other Slaves. We
were confined to a lower Room, and
a Parterre belonging to it, the Care
and Management of which was re-
poled 1n us.

During {fome Months of our Sla-
very, we I not any Reafon to
comflmn of 1 ard Treatment. But

this gentle Caim was focn {ucceeded
bya 1.:0‘1L-.,1‘0118T(’21!? peft: vnfortunate-
],. {or us, our Patron tcok it into his

{ead to objedt again{t cur Religion,

af"d eqdﬁavoured to ﬁac'ger us in our
“a1:hy, Threats, Gifts, and Promifes,
werc all employed to {educe us.

At
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At firlt Don Ferdinand appeared
ftedfaft and immoveable; butI pre-
fently perceived it was no very dif-
ficult Matter to triumph over his
Refolutions. By what he faid to
me, 1 found his Stedfaftnels was
thaken: I reproached him for it;
but, fo far from being athamed of
his Proceedings, he had the Confi-

dence to tell me, that he was no
longer difpofed to be the Compa-
nion of my Misfortunes; that his
foolifh Paffion had been the Caufe of
all that he had laboured under; and
that he was refolved to extricate
himfelf from them.

The Grief with which I was feized
at thefe Words, deprived me of the
Power to anfwer him, but with my
Sighs and Tears. The ungrateful
Wretch was utterly infenfible: I
threw myfelf at his Feet, and bathed
them with my Tears; but nothing
could recal him to his Duty. He

D 2 Was
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was not contented with thamefully
abandoning his Religion himf{elf, but
he exerted his utmoft Efforts to en-
. gage me to follow his vile Example :

‘ The Villain had triumphed over my
Innocence; for how could I defend
myfelf from his feducing Arts? But
he was prefently cloyed with the

- Favours he received from my tender

and faithful Pafiion.

By the changing his Religion he
obtained the good Graces Of our
Patron, who gave him an abfolute
Authornity over all his Slaves. A
voung Spauifh Gul had captivated
the Heart of this perfidious Man ;
he married her, and had the Cruelty
to make me her Servant. Alas!
how grievous was my Fate ; ; 1 was
oblwed to do the moﬁ {ervile Drud-
cery for my detefted Rival! In vain
were all my Efforts to oblige her;
ny beft Sciviceswere rewarded with
the moit cruel Treatment ; and, to
heap up the Meafure of my Misfor-

tunes,
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tunes, the barbarous Don Ferdinand
had promifed Acbmet, our Patron,
that, in a very fhort Time, he would
engage to make me abjure my Faith.
Flattering Hopes, dangerousThreats,
and feducing Promifes, were all em-
ployed to corrupt me; butlhad the
Courage to refift them all. The
Traitor, exafperated at my Refift-
ance, confulted nothing but Re-
venge. I was loaded with Chains,
and fhut up in a Dungeon; where
I continued for fix Months, without

afny other Nourifhment than a few
bitter Roots.

The Moment however approached
in which I was to become a Mother.
I flattered myfelf that the unfortu-

nate Infant I was about to bring into
the World would regain me the Af-

feGtion of a Monfter whom I could
not hate, notwithftanding his Bar-

barity. But he received the News
of his becoming a Father, without
being in the leaft affeCted with that

D j endearing
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endearing Title. I entreated, as a
great Favour, to be permitted to give
my little Infant fuck ; but even that
was denied me; forit was tore from
my Arms, and I prefently after re-
ceived the News of its Death. Per-
haps, alas! he was the unfertunate
Vi&im of the Barbarity of an inhu-
man Father. |

“But, Heaven! the Prote@or of
opprefied Innocence prepared to re-
venge my Injuries. Already the
Thunder began to rattle over the
Head of the guilty Don Ferdinand.
An Infidel to his God, he made no
Scruple of being fo to his Mafter
and Benefator.

Ackmet had a Wife whom he ten-
derly loved : Don Ferainand faw her;
and, feeing, conceived a violent Pai-
fion for her. Blinded by his Paf-
fion, he did not perceive the immi-
nent Danger which muft neceflanily
attend his Declaration. 1 know not

by
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by what Means he obtained a pri-
vate Interview with the fair Zoreida
(that was the Name of the unfor-
tunate Achmet’s Wife) ; but, how-
ever, they had frequent Intercourfe
together; in which he fncceeded fo
well, that fhe confented to elope
with him: A Vefle]l was fecretly
purchafed, and other Preparations
were made for their intended Flight,
It was about Midnight that Zoraida,
accompanied by a Conhdant, was
to fly to the Arms of her new Lover.
Already fhe had efcaped from her
Hufband’s Houfe, and had even but
a few Paces farther to go before the
would have arvived at the appointed
Rendezvous where he waited for
her, when the was ftopt in the very
Inftant fhe was going to embark,
by the following Means: One of
the Sailors, whom Don Ferdinand
had gained over to his Intereft, hap-
pened to quarrel with one of his
Ship-mates; and refolving to exe-
cute a Project of Revenge he had

D 4 formed
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formed agantt him, tock Advantage
of the Night to {teal away from the
Ship. He hattily fought for Ackmet,
and betrayed to him Don Ferdinand's
Defign. Tranfported with unbound-
ed Rage at this Intelligence, the
Mopor armed fome of the moft cou-
rageous of his Slaves, and ordered
them to fcllow him.

Led on by the Sailor who came
to warn him of his impending Mif-
fortune, he foon reached the Veflel
which the faithlefs Zoraidawasabout
to go on board. Ready to die with
Fear, fhe flung herfelf into the Arms
of the perfidious Don Ferdinand,
who, with Scymetar in Hand, feem-
ed refolved his Life thould be no eafy
Purchafe; but in vain were his fee-
ble Efforts to fuftain the Attacks of

his injured Purfuer and his Adhe-
rents.

Ackmet, who referved him for an
exemplary Punifhment, had forbid

any
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any one to give him a mortal Blow,
which gave him an Opportunity to
prolong the Combat; but, a Wound
which he recetved in his Sword-Arm
obliging him to let fall his Weapon
of Defence, he was loaded with
Chains, and led into the City with
the Accomplice of his Crime. The
ruling Prince of Fez being informed
of the Affair, determined himfelf
to judge the Criminals. 1 know
not on what Occafion they told him
of the Sufferings I was to have un-
dergone from the cruel Don Ferd:-
nand; the Recital of my Woes ex-
cited his Compaffion, and he order-
ed that I fhould be releafed from the

Dungeon wherein I had been Im-
prifoned. He had {entenced the two

Oftenders to be thrown into the
Flames; and was deiirous I ithould
be a Witnefs of this horrid Sight.
A Pile was built in the Middie of a

large Place, where a prodigious
Crowd of People were affembled.
This fevere Decree was about to be

D s exccuted,
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executed, when, with Tears in my

Eyes, Ithrew myfelf at the L eet ot
the Moori/b I rince. o

Generous Prince, faid I, with 2
Voice interupted with Sighs, vouch-
fafe fome Pity to my Tears, and ei-
ther {pare my Hufband’s Life, or let
me perith with him. Have you then
forgot, replied he, that this fame
Hufband, .in whofe. Behalf you en-
deavour to deprecate my Wrath, has
been your cruel Executioner. Yes,
Prince, faid I, I would willingly
forget it, by refleCting that, as his
ever faithful Wife, he is entitled to
all my Tendernefs; and ’tis that
Tendernels which will make me de-
{cend with him into the Grave, un-
lefs you condefcend to reftore him
to my Prayers.. No, no, returned
he, think not that Compafiion will
ever make me forget what is due to
Juftice: I will however, in Pity-to
your Tears, abate fomethmg of my
Seventy ;> @ Death lefs painful fhal:

be
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be the Reward of the Traitor’s
Crimes.

He then made a Sign that thev
thould ftrike off his Head, as well
as that of Zoraida; which was per-
formed before I could perceive it.
But, whatdid I endure, at the Sight
of fuch a horrid Spectacle! By the
moft violent Efforts, I endeavoured
to get away from thofe who held me:
I Would have flung myfelf upon the
Body of this unfortunate Lover, who
notwithitanding all his Barbarity to-
wards me, did not ceafe to be dear
in my Efteem. But, fome Slaves
whom the Prince had ordered to
carry me into his Palace, oppofed my
Paflage, and executed their Mafter’s
Orders. For a whole Fortnight, no-
thing could calm the Grief that o-
verwhelmed me; what Tears did I
now fthed for the Death of a Man,
who, when he was alive, had drawn
as many Floods from my Eyes! The
Women however, who were ordered

D6 to
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to attend me, did what they could
to alleviate my Sorrow. They con-
gratulated me on the happy Change
in my Fortune; inceffantly remind-
ing me, that I might expect every
Thing from the Favour of the Prince,
who they faid had entertained for
me the moit inviolable Regard ; ‘it
was not difficult for me to perceive
it; the Diligence every one thewed
in preventing my Defires, gave me
Caufc to apprchend that the Sight
of my feeble Attrachions had made

fome Imprefhon on the Heart of the
young I’rince.

My Fears were but too well
grounded. He was not long indeed
before he made me a Declaration of
the moit paffionate and tender Love;
but, what afforded me {ome Confo-
lation, was, that by his manner of
fpeaking he gave me Realon to think
I had nothing to apprehend from
his Violence; he even aflured me,
that I thould remain entirely free,

with
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with refpet to my Religion, the
Duties of which he gave me full
Liberty to practife fecretly. How-
ever I might be interefted to cul-
tivate his good Graces, I could not
however refolve to amufe him with
Promifes I never intended to fulfil.
I recounted to him my Adventures,
which I concluded with telling him,
that the Vows had made to God,
engaged me to re-enter into that
State of Life 1 had quitted; and
ventured to atk hin, if he would
compleat that Goodnefs of which he
had already given me fuch generous
Marks, by permiting me to return
into Spazn. 1 could nct expelt he
would comply with my quaeﬂ

He accordingly told me frankly, that
I muft not hope he wouid fo foon
confent to be deprived of the Plea-
fure of feeing me; he would rather
have Time to try, whether the re-
peated Proofs he thould give me of
his Love and Conftancy, would not

here-
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hereafter get the better of my In-
diffcrence.

I was under a Necefiity of per-
mitting his Addrefles; but, what
contributed to rend:r them {upport-
able, was, that he always confined
his Love within the Bounds of Re-
fpect. I f{oon became the Difpenfer
of all his Favours, not onc of which
were denied to my Requeft. The
Women, who were attach’d to my
Service, made it their Study to pre-
vent .ny Withes. But thefe, alas!
remained unfatisfied, for notwith-
ftanding my apparent Felicity, I
fiched Dav and Night for the happy
Moment that thould reftore me to
my Country.

I had neverthelefs a whole Year
to wait, before I could fee my Pray-
ers fulfilled; for the Prince had ne-
ver concealed from me, that I was
not to hope he would confent to
my Departure before the Time. The

only

4
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only Motive of Confolation I had

left, was, that § was certain he would
punctually perform the Promife he
had made me. Would he have kept
his Word, if he had known what
pafled in my Heart?

Shall I make a fincere Confeflion?
This Heart could not long continue
infenfible ; the Prince waslovely ; a
Thoufand agreeable Qualifications
rendered him worthy of my Efteem;;
his Kindnefs deferved the utmoft Ac-
knowledgment; and how, with thefe
lively Sentiments of Gratitude and
Efteem, thould I be wholly free from
thofe of Love? What Violence con-
fequently did I not undergo, in or-
der to difguife the Effects of my Sen-
hbility? How many Sighs, which
would have betrayed me, was I not
obliged to ftifle? and how often had
I not Reafon to fear, that this amia-
ble Prince would read in my Eyes
the Perturbation of my Soul.

Thus
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Thus was I expofed with him to
a continual Canfli¢t; but how could
I think that my Zeal for Religion
would allow me to join my Fortunes
with an Unbeliever? I plainly fore-
faw it was to no Purpofe to endea-
vour to convince him of his Error.
Could I have expected that he would
have facrificed to his Love, his
Title toaCrown? Or, that I would
have facrificed my eternal Salvation
to any worldly Enjoyment.

Notwithftanding the fecret Mur-
mours of my growing Love, which
every Day encreafed, I waited with
Impatience, tdl the Prince, whom
I left defparring of Succefs, {hould
permit me to return to my native
Country. The Ardour, with which 1
redoubled my Sollicitations, to ob-
tain my Liberty, {ufliciently con-
vinced him that nothing could fhake
my Conftancy. He theretore yield-
ed to my Entreaties; and that he
might not be expofed to the Temp-

tation
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tion of detaining me, he did his
Patfion the Violence to deprive him-

(clf of the Pleafure of feeing me.

A few Weeks afterwards he gave
Orders that Preparations fhould be
made for my Departure. This ge-
nerous Prince extended his Bounty
fo far as to let me know he thought
1t advifeable, that I fhould choofe,
from among the Women Slaves, a
Fellow-Traveller ; and that my Vir-
tue might not be expofed to Danger,

I thould afflume the Habit of a Ca-
valier.

I prefently made choice of a Com-
panion. I repofed all my Confi-
dence in the amiable Dorothea, who,
on her Part, was wholly devoted to
my Intereft. I was delighted with
having it in my Power to bring her
back again to her own Country, and
we embarked together in a Mer-
chant Ship bound for Spain, where
we are now happily arrived, after

being
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being made the Sport of the Winds
and Waves. *

Thus ended the Narrative of the
Adventures of the fair Miranda. 1
returned her Thanks for her Com-
plaifance; and as fhe had told me
that fhe was determined to reaflume
the Veil, I atked her if fhe intend-
ed to make choice of the Convent
from which fthe had efcaped. - No,
indeed, Siz,-amtwered fthe, for I have
fo terrible an Idea of the Monks,
that I thould prefer the Company of
the moft abandoned Libertines to
thofe Wolves in Sheep’s Cloathing.

I commended the Refolutions of
this young Nun, and fome Adven-
tures of Monattic Gallantry, which
I related to her, contributed not a
little to confirm her therein. As
fhe only waited to recover her Fa-
tigue before fhe proceeded on her
Journey, fhe was prefently in a Ca-
pacity of returning to Seville. 1

took
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took mv Leave of her; and I received
a thoufand Acknowledaments for the
little Services for which {he thought
herfelf inacbted to my Complai-
ﬁ;ncc.

A Letter which I received from
her, a little While after her Depar-
ture, informed me, that the Spiri-
tual Directors of the Abbey from
whencefhe eia,.a.} ed, had been fthame-
fully expelled their Monaftery ; and
that fome pious Ecclefiaftics had
fucceeded them. She feemed to re-
joice at fuch an Exchange, and af-
fured me that fhe had now no Ob-
jection to re-enter the fame Convent,

becaufe the thould fear no other At-

tacks upon her Virtue.

In the Anfwer that I returned her,

I gave her Joy of this fortunate Al-
teration. I acquainted her, how-
ever, that in the Ecclefiaftical as well
as the Monaftic State, there were
{everal compleat Mafters of Gallan-
try,



[ 68 ]
try, with this Difference only, that
the one had more Delicacy than the

other.

Whether fhe profited by my In-
formation I could never learn; for
I never received any Anfwer to my
Letter.,




THE

HISTORY

OF

FELICIAN 4

Rich Merchant of Cadiz, na-
med Varnes, had an only

Daughter, in whom were united the
moft attractive Graces of the Body
and-Mind. The Time arrived when
her fpringing Charms, and the Fa-
ther’'s Wealth, created her a Num-
ber of Admirers, from the refpec-
tive Motives of Love and Intereft;
none of which had had the good
Fortune to captivate her Tendernefs.
She was not however without Sen-
fibility; but, without Doubt, no Ob-
ject capable of pleafing her, had as
yet prefented itfelf. At length, the

Moment
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Moment came, when an accom-
plithed C avalier trium phed over her

Indifterence.

Don Lewss{for that was his Name)
beheld thas fair Spaniard at Church,
and conceived for her the moft vio-
lent Paflion. He declared his
Affe&ion for herin fo perfuafive and
affecting a Manner, that Feliciana
(for that was the Name of this young
Beauty) could not difguife a recipro-
cal Efteem. Don Lew:s would not
fuffer her to part from him, till he
had obtained a Promife to enjoy a
fecond Time her Converfation;
which the, without Difficulty com-
plied with. He was defirous of
Perimiflion to accompany this young
Lady home, but the Cuftom of the
Country would not permit of fuch
a Proceeding. He contented him-
felf therefore with following her,
to obferve the Houfe fhe entered;

and the fame Day he tcok a Lodg-
5 Ing



Wil

ing diretly oppotite Feliciana's
Window. -

Picty, or rather Love, brought
her often to Church, where fhe ne-
ver failed to find tne affiduous Don
Lewis, wigh whom {he had each
Time a . tender Conference. But
the Violence of his Paflion made
him figh for a more perfect Blifs.
He longed for a Tete a Tete, where
they might not be liable to Interrup-
tion; but how could he obtain 1t?
He knew Feliciana's Prudence, and
therefore had not as yet ventured to
atk it. He at length took Courage
to requeft it of her, but in vain;
{he told him, that fhe had a fevere
Mother, ‘whofe Vigilance it would
be difficult to elude; and ferioufly
told him, that if he was defirous of
preferving her Efteem, he muit ne-
ver propofe any Thing that would
be in the lealt offenfive to Decency.

If
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It your Sentiments, faid fhe, are
regulated by Honour and Probity,
confider what thofe T'itles exa& from
you; but perhaps, continued fhe,
the Mediocrity of my Fortune will
put a Stop to the Progrefs of your
Pafiion; for I do not, like vou, de-
rive my Ongin from illuftrious Blood,
and it 1s neceflary there fhould be
fome proportion in Birth and Alli-
ances, to make an Union happy.

For Heaven's {ake, my dear Ma-
dam, replied the enamour'd Don
Lewns, talk not at this Rate, for it
offends my Love; mention not my
Birth or my Diftin¢tion : In whata
Light thould I appear, when put in
Competition with a Thoufand ami-
able Qualifications, which in you {o
eminently fhine? Love equals all.
Believe me, I {hall think myfelf the
happieft of Men, if you permit me
to demand you of,your ¥Friends in
Marriage. I have got the leaft Ob-
jection, replied fhe; and I confefs

{o



[ 73 ]

to you, that you could not have of-
fered a more convincing Proof of
the Sincerity of your Intentions.
Therefore ftrive to obtain my Fa-
ther’'s Confent; and be affured, that
{hould he determine in your Favour,
I thould exceedingly rejoice at it.
I will not conceal from you, added
fhe, that Intereft is his reigning
Principle; but if he fhould oppofe
our Withes, reft yourfelf fatisfied,
and I'll engage to tell you an infalli-
ble Mcthod to overcome his Objec~
{110NSs.

Don Leawts, tranfported with Joy
at thefe flattering Hopes, returned
a thoufand Thanks to the dear Ob-
iect of his Soul; and promifed her
that he would, the very next Day,
wait on her Father, and pour ‘dut
all his Heart before him. But,4las!
he did not fucceed as he expeéted.
He flattered himfelfthat an Account
of his Birth and F?i‘riﬁbﬂy would ¢n-
cage the old Gentleman to lend a

E favour-
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favourable Ear to his Propofitions;
but he was an utter Stranger to the
Dufpofition of Feliciana’s Father. It
was to very little Purpole to talk to
him of ancient or illuftrious Nobi-
lity. To obtain the Attention of
Don arnes, he muft have {aid that
he was nobly rich.  But, unhappily
for Don Lewrs, 1t was quite other-
wife. Therefore this unfortunate
young Gentleman was politely
thanked, for the Honour he intend-
ed the Farnes Family, who would
be much better fatisficd with a Ton
of Gold, than with all the pompous
Titles of Nobihty.

It was not long before Feliciana
vas made acquainted with this
fhocking Anfwer. But fhe had a
Stratagem in her Head, which fhe
promijed hertelf would render her
Father more conformable to therr
Withes. A Friar, named Iatier
Gregery, the knew, had 2l his Con-

hdence,
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fidence, whofe Diretions he im-
plicitly followed in cvery Thing.

This Friar, being the fole Direc-
tor of all this rich Merchant'sI'amily,
had {o infinuated himfelf into their
good Graces, that nothing was done
but in Obedience to his Comymands.
When he fpake, he was liftened
to with the molt refpectful Attenti-
on, and no onc cver dared to con-
tradict what he pronounced: His
Word was a Law. lic was fo
extreme rcligious, in Appearance,
that ene weald think 1t was Piety
itielf who had made uic of hnn as
an Inftrument to cxprefs her Senti-
ments: HisLips never opened witn-
ont a Leflon of Vvildom.

[t muft however be confelied, that
the principal Patt of his Converfa-
tion WJS addrefied to Feliciaina. She
was the beautiiul Piantwhich feemed
to merit the utmoft Care fiom thia
bower of Religion; he therefore did

bz not
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not negle& her, but delighted him-
{felf with long and frequent Inter-
views with her; and it may reafon-
ably be fuppofed that Heaven and

heavenly Things were not always

the Subje of their Difcourfe.

He foftened her rigid Virtue, and
proportioned it to the Foibles of his
oung Pupil: She was amiable, and
e did not fail to tell her {fo; but it
was to Heaven, he {aid, all the
Praifes were due, for having beftow-
ed on her fuch Charms, which none
could behold without Aftonithment.
The word Love had not yet efcaped
his Lips; but he had frequently faid
what was an Equivalent to it, and,
nothing but the Fear of alarming
Felictana’'s Virtue, and of leflening
himfelf in her Efteem, made him
wait the happy Moment, when he
might, without Hazard, declare the
Vivacity of his fecret Flame.

Such
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Such was this holy Father, that

in the Space of a few Months, he
merited, by an ignominious Death,
to {uffer the Chaftifements due to
his moft horrid Crimes.

But, let us not anticipate his Hif-
tory. I fhall return to the Chagrin
with which Don Lew:s was over-
whelmed, at hearing the cruel Sen-
tunents of Feliciana's Father.

The next Day he had fome Con-
verfation with the dear Objet, who
had before been informed of her
Father’s Anfwer to him. She re-
gindled his Hopes, advifed him to
go to Father Gregory; and to neg-
iect nothing that might engage him
to cipoufe his Interett.

This Advice was eagerly followed
by tie paflionate Don Lewrs ; he ran
with a Lover's Hafte, to vifit this

holy Man, with whom he was to
mnterceed.

E 7 My
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My Happinefs, faid he, my re-
verend Father, 1s in your Power,
and it will coft you but a few Words
to purchafe it for me. Indeced you
arc miftaken, (replied this hypocri-
tical Friend, m a pious Tone) for
what Intereft can fuch a poor Friar
be {uppofed to have? Only promife
me, replied Don Lewss, that you
will not refufe me the Honour of
your ProteCtion, and I defire no
more; 1 know, added he, the De-
ference which Don Varnes always
pays to your Council: If I am not
united to his fair Daughter, I fhall
ever be miferable. May I hope,
my reverend Father, that you will
be fo generous as to fpeak 1n my

Behalf?

I have not the Honour to be ac-
quainted with you, replied the Friar,
and you know the Holinefs of my
Profefiion will hardly permit me to
meddie w:th profane Affairs. But,

added
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added he, is the Defign you men-
tion, of heavenly Infpiration? or,
have you hearkened to a {enfual
Paflion 7 How miferable will be
your Cafe, my dear Sir, 1f any
criminal Views fhould induce you
to enter into a State of Life, which
though holy in itfelf, would to you
be a State of Damnation.

May it pleafe your Reverence, re-
plied Don Lew:s, believe me, I can
call Heaven to witnefs, that my In-
tentions, regulated by Piety and the
ftriGeft Honour, have nothing to
reproach me with.

It is the Lord only, refumed the
holy Father, that can fathom the
Sécrets of the Heart. He has com-
manded me to judge favourably of
my Neighbour; and therefore, I
rely upon your Word; and promile
you, that I will endeavour to cxecute
the Commiffion you have given me;
but, that you may nct be difap-

E 4 pointzd,

: -“*}
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pointed, I tell you before-hand, that

vou muft not promife yourfelf much

Saceefs from my unpotent Endea-
vOurs.

We {hall now fee how he em-
ployed the Influence he had over
the Father of this young Devotee.
He had fuch tender Propofitions to
make her himfelf, that he would
hardly folicit a Marnage which muft
be fo repugnant to his Wifthes; for
the Jealouly of an Hufband is much
clearer fighted than the Vigilance
of Parents: This cunning Friar,
therefore, had rather fee the fair
Feliciana in the Houfe of a Father,

than in that of a troublefome Hul-
band.

He went therefore, the next Day,
to make Don FVearnes a Vilit, and
ftepping with him into a private
Room, he reprefented Don Lew:s
in the moft difadvantageous Colours;
and endeavoured to perfuade him,

that
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that thould he confent to an Union

{o difproportionable, the Ruin of

his Family would be the certam
Confequence.

By the Advice I now give you,
added he, you may judge how much
I have your Happinefs at Heart ;
but, that I may not be expofed to
Don Lew:s’s Refentment, it will be
neceflary that I fhould, in the Pre-
fence of Feliciana, exprefs myfelf in
a very different Manner. 1 will
pretend to plead in Behalf of her
Lover, and you fhall refufe to com-
ply with my Requeft. At this I
will appear extremely forry, and:
fuch feigned Sorrow will protect me-
from Don Lew:s’s Anger,

From thefe Proceedings you may
judge of this Friar's Sincerity; and
that our two Lovers could not avoid
being the Dupes of this arttul Im-
poftor. Convinced that it was not
through him that their Defigns were

E s oppoled,
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oppofed, they thanked him for his
Endeavours, and intreated a Conti-
nuance of them. He promifed i,
and told them, they might depend
upon his Fidelity.

The fair Feliciane, in the mean
Time, affiduoufly applied herfelf to
cultivate the good Graces of her
dear Dire€or; who, on his Part,
employed all Methods to make fome
Progrefé in the Heart of his young
Devotee. Two Months rolled away,
during which Time, he every Day
promifed himfelf the Gratification
of his Withes. A few fmall Favours
were however the only Recompence
of fuch delufive Promifes. He ex-
pected all that {he could grant, and
what fcemed to give him further
- Aflurances, was, that the young Fe-
lictaza had fome Time after a

more prefling Occafion for his Af-

ftance.

. Don
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Don Scbaftian, Son of a wealthy
Citizen of Toleds, came to Cadiz.

Chance furnithed him with an Op-
portunity of behelding the fair fre-
liciana, the Sight of w nola, Charms,
like nghtnuw, prerced him through
the Heart, and he immediately be-
came a paffionate Lover. DBut how
could he declare his Sentiments?
he could fee her but at Chusch,
where the enraptured Don Lew:s
never failed to attend her.

Though ardent was his Love, yet
ftill his Life was dear to him; and
he was not much inclined to have
recourfe to Violence to oblice her
Rival to give her up: He therefore
contented himfelf with writing a
Letter to his Miftrels. Never was
Paflion more rapturoufly exprefled
than was his in his Letter; but
they were to no manner of Purpofe.
Feliciana did noteven deign to write

hun ¢n Anfwer.
E 6 Exafpe-
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Exafperated at this Treatment,
he refolved to make Don Varnes a
Viiit; and how could he fail of be-
ing favourably received ! He intro-
duced himfelf by telling the old
Gentleman that he was Heir to five
Thoufand Pounds per Annum. What
perfuafive Rhetoric was this to a
Perfon of his Difpofition! It was,
as the Reader may imagine, no very
difficult Matter to obtain his Con-
fent; but that of Feliciana tall re-
mained to be won.

Her Father could hardly oblige

her to receive a Vifit from this odi-
ous Lover; and the Anfwer fhe
made to his Propofal could not but

eprive him of all manner of Hopes
of obtaining her.

Indeed Sir, faid 1the, thisisa very
odd Mecthod ot treating a Lover!
'The Inclination of the Perfon whom
you defire to unite, 1s-not to be re-

garded.
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earded. The Fafhionis, Iperceive,
to interceed with the Parents of a
young Lady; andif the Suit obtains
their Confent, the Daughter is to
be forced into Compliance by their
Authority! A fine Thing indeed !

Hold your Tongue, Sauce-box,
cried the old Man, what, fhould a
young giddy Girl be confulted in an
Affair of this Confequence? I tell
you, that this Gentleman is a Man
of Merit. ‘That may be, replied
Feliciana, but 1t is a Species of Me-
rit that I am quite infenfible of. Oh!
he’ll make you fenfible of it, replied
the old Man, in a very fhort Time;
therefore {ee that my Commands are
comply’d with. But, my dear Fa-
ther, refumed fhe, do not employ
your Authority, in obliging me to
mourn my ate all the Remainder of

my Luife.

Believe me, Madam, refumed
Don Sebafiien, my Study fhall be
o
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to render you happy: I will antici-

pate your Defires: Your Will fhall

be aiways mine.

Vouchfafe then, refumed the, to
oive me 2 {mall Proof of your Love,
by defifting to execute the Autho-
rity given you by him who has
given me Birth, and wait with Pa-
tience, 'till my Heart {hall plead in
your Behalf. But, fuppofe this
Heart fhould be occupied by ano-
ther Obje&, replied he. Suppofe
it is, anfwered the, in a difdainful
Tone; where it is fixed, 1t fhall
ever remain: and without waiting
for an Aniwer, fhe retired.

What an obftinate Baggage! fays
the old Man, butI fhall find Means
to reduce her to Compliance. Call
again, Sir, in a few Days; but firft
of all, make a Vifit to my Daugh-
ter’s Director; fhe will be ruled by
him; beg him therefore tointerceed

in your Behalf; and as he is a Man
of
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of Honour, if he gives you his
Promife, you may confidently rely
upon it.  But, Sir, replied Don Se-
baftian, will you be kind enough to
give me a Letter of Recommenda-
tion to this holy Father. It fhall
be done, faid the old Man; your

Requet fhall be complied with.

Behold now, the pious Father
Gregory, about to be employed 1in
interceding for his new Rival ;
and 1t may be eafily conjectured
with what Fidelity he will difcharge
his Commiffion. He firft privately
exhorted Don Varnes not to give his
Daughter any Reafon to complain
of his tyranical Authority ; and then
adviled Feliciana to perfilt in her
Refufal. He alfo made her promife
to tell Don Sebaflzan that he had
done him all the Services in his
Power. For this pretended Fidelity
he doubtlefs expected the Thanks
of Don Sebaflian, which he ina few
Days received accordingly.

Thus
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Thus the deceitful and cunning
Monk, the fecret Rival of Don
Leaw:s, and Don Sebaflian, ftrove to
make them both the Dupes of their
Credulity. But the Violence of
his brutal Paffion hurried him on
to reap the Fruits of his Artifice.

The haplefs Feliciana is fhortly
dettined to become the innocent
Victim of this Viilain’s Treachery.
He thought it neceflary to enfure
Succefs, that he thould rid himfelf
of his two Rivals; and employed
the following Stratagem, to be freed
from their Importunities.

He difpatched a Letter to Don
Lew:s, urging him to come to him
with the utmoft Speed, on pretence
of having Affairs of the greateft
Importance to communicate to him;

and did not long wait for his Ar-
rival.
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[ have, Sir, faid the Friar, the

moft agreeable News in the World
to impart to you. I think I have
at length prevailed on Don Varnes ;
for I have {o often expatiated on
your Deferts, that he is inclined to
think as favourable of you as myfelf.
He is not, however, entirely difpofed
to conform to your Defires. He
complains that your Love detains
you here too long, and caufes you
to negle@ your Affairs; for you
know, that the Views of this good
Man are entirely lucrative ; therefore
if you would completely obtain his
Favour, abfent yourfelf only for a
few Weeks, and I will not fail to
improve your Abfence to your Ad-
vantage; bygiving him tounderftand
that you no longer think and a like
2 giddy young Man, but extend
your Vices to Futurity, and that you
are lefs anxious for the Succefs of
your Love, than for the Prefervation
and Improvement of your Fortune.

And



[ 90 ]
And I doubt not, but this Remon-
ftrance, which I fhall often: repeat,
will effe¢tually remove his Objec-

tions.

Oh! my reverend Father, cried
Don Lewss, how greatly am I in-
debted to you, fince it is to you
alone I thall owe this Happinefs of my
Life. You fee, replied the Friar, that
this Abfence which Iadvife is foryour
Felicity; but, before your Departure,
make a Vifit to Don ¥arnes, acquaint
him thatyour Affairs at home require
your Attendance; and I doubt not

but I thall in a little Time have good
News to tell you.

Don Lewiss wanted Words to ex-
prefs his Acknowledgment. He
took Leave of his zealous Advocate,
recommending to him his Caule.

And how could he 1ntruit it in better
Hands!

But
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But now let us difimifs the cres
dulous Don Lewss, and return to
Don Sebaftian, who will not long
trouble Father Gregory with his Im-
portunity.

The artful Friar gave him to
underftand, thatit was proper to go
to his Parents at Toledo, and engage
them to write to Don Varnes, 1n his
Behalf; and that fome Perfons of
Diftinétion thould alfo write to him;
and that they fhould not omit to
mention in their Letters a full Ac-

count of his prefent Fortune, and
future Expectations.

But a Motive, which alone might
induce him to depart, was, that the
Friar gave him his Word of Honour
(which muft certainly be of great
Moment) that in a Month’s Time
he thould have {ucceeded, either in
{ubduing the Heart of Frliciana, or

engaging
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engaging Don Varnes to force herto
Obedience.

Thus Don Sebaffian thought
himfelf fecure of Happinefs either

from Authority or Inclination. But
before a Fortnight was elapfed, he
was convinced of his Error.

No fooner had he arrived at Tole-
do, than his Parents, by whom he
was tenderly beloved, wrote to Don
Varnes, in the very Terms he dic-
tated. They were imparted to
Father Gregory, who; to forward
his own Defigns, advifed Felictana’s
Father to force her to comply, m

ipight of all Refiftance:.

His Advice was punctually follow-
ed.FelicianareceivedOrderstoengage

herfelf to Don Ferdinand; and only
eight Days were allowed her to con-

fider of 1it..
Alarmed
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Alarmed with this cruel News the
thed abundance of Tears, but tono
purpofe. Overwhelmed with Grief
at her Father’s Infenfibility, fhe
made Application to the holy Father
to protect her.

It is all over with me! my good
Father, faid the, my Ruin 1s deter-
mined! A cruel unrelenting Parent
has fentenced me to pafs my unhappy
Days in Defpair, by forcing me to
wed 2 Man who will ever be the
Object of my Averfion.

Well, my dear Child, anfwered
this hypocrital Friar, Heaven now
prefents you with an Opportunity to

difplay your Virtue. I muft confefs,
added he, this is a very great Mor-

tification ; but confider, the Kingdom

of Heaven 1s to be won only by
Violence,

Indeed,
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Indeed, my reverend Father, ]
can never make this Sacrifice tomy
Duty: Prote&t me therefore from
the Misfortune that threatens me;
pity my Tears; give me this laft
Teftimony of your Bounty; employ
the Intereft you have in my Father’s
Heart, by hindering him from ma-
king me a Sacrifice to his Ava-
rice.

Say nomore, anfwered he; Iam
affeCted to fuch a Degree, that there
is nothing I would not do, to thew
you how much I have your Happi-
nefs at Heart. But, alas! I am fo
well acquainted with your Father’s
In-entions, that 1t would be to no
purpole to attempt to alter them.
Hovrever, continued he, a Thought's
cc:ne into my Head.—But ftopping
{hort, he fard, I muft not follow
the [ :cistes of my Inclination, lett
ny Zeai to ferve you thould prove
my Deitrution. Dear reverend
Father, cried the, let me conjure

6 you
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you not to abandon me to my fad
Fate! my only Hope 1s in you.

I will not conceal from you, re-
ply’d he, that you perplex me more
than you imagine; but, my dear
Child, I am interefted in the Sal-
vation of your Soul; and would
you not greatly endanger it by being
obliged to pafs your Life with a
Hufband, who, far from meriting
your chafte Love, might be the
Objet of your Indifference, or, even
of your Hatred; fo that I hope that
God will profper the Defign he has
infpired me with in your Favour.
You thall hear it, added he, and
then you will be able to judge,
whether any Danger can deter me,
when your Intereft is in view. I
will engage mylelf to bring you into
the Arms of Don Lew:s, whoie
Wifdom I have experienced. I will
accompany you in your Flight. This
will without Doubt excite your Fa-

ther’s
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ther's Anger, but I fhall find it no
very difficult Matter to appeafe it.

O! my good Father! cried the
credulous Felictzana, my whole Life
thall be employed in teftifying my
Gratitude. You will thank me, re-
plied this Montfter of Iniquity, when
I have fecured your Happinefs. Let
~ us only deliberate on the neceflary
Meafures for the Execution of our
Defign. Firft, get Pofleffion of as
much Money as you are able to
carry; then come to me, and I will
give you a Letter to a Woman, at
whofe Houfe you muit conceal your-
{elf for one Day. Your Father,
alarmed at your Abfence, will doubt-
lefs imagine that Don Leaw:s has
carried you off.

As foon asIthink he is acquainted
with his Misfortune, 1 will make
him a Vifit. He is old, infirm, and
{o taken up in his Affairs, that he
will be unable to purfue you. I

] will
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-will therefore offer to go in queft of
‘your pretended Ravither, and will
engage to reftore you to the Arms
of your Father, who will not refufe
me any Sum I fhall afk, for the
Profecution of my Proje&t. I will
then come to you, and we will take
the Advantage of the Darknefs to
conceal our Flight; and that we
may not be in fear of Difcovery, I
think it 1s neceflary you thould take
an Habit of our Order, which I
have already left for that Purpofe at
the Woman’s to which I fhall dire&
vou. See whether you can fubmit
tor a few Days to pafs for a young
Brother Novice.

The tender Feliciana immediately
complied with this Propofition ; and
knew not how {utficiently to thank
her dear Dire€or for all the Pains
he had been at, to Mmatch her from
the Misfortunes which threatened
her. But, alas! little did the expect
thofe that were to befall her. She

F had
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had juft received her Eeflon, and
was unfortunately but too exal iy
putting it in PraCtice. |

It may be imagined that Father
Gregory. did not, on his Part, neg.
lect any Meafures to perpetrate his
Defigns. He {et out -at Midnight,
with his lovely Devotee, in the Form
of a Francilcan Frar, and took the
Road for England. But his Journey
was not {olong as he expelted. After
having made a Day’s Journey, he
ftopped in a little Village, when he
would fain have paffed a Night with
his pretended Brother. They told
them at the Inn where they alighted,
that they had but one Room fu
them; at which Feliczana appeardd
extremely forry, but the perfidiou:
Monk rejoiced 1n fecret.

By his Behaviour to his young De-
votee, he fought to ditpel her Chag-
rin; and during the whole Repait,

did not fail frequently to congratulate
her,
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her, on the Happinefs of feeing her-
felf fhortly in the Arms of -her
Lover.

The Repaft ended, he propofed
eoing to Bed. Though there were
two Beds, the was extremely unwil-
ling to undrefs herfelf. Her pious
DireGor was not at all pleafed with
her fcrupulous Behaviour, and re-
proached her for it in the fevereft
Terms. What could Feliciana do
then but oblige him; but how dear

was fhe about to pay for her Com-
plance?

Sleep had no fooner clofed her
Eyes, than fhe became the unfor-
tunate Victim of her Companion’s
Brutality ; nor could all her Efforts
defend her from his Violence, f{ince
the ftrove in vain to efcape trom the
Arms of this perfiduous Monk, be-

fore he had compleated his infamous
Defires.

I 2 Ahandoined



[ 100 ]

Abandoned to the moft poignant
Grief, aFlood of Tears flowed from
her Eyes; and what contributed to
her Defpair was, that fhe forefaw
that themuftexpe further Violence.
But Heaven, the juft Avenger of
fuch Crimes, was about to take her

Caufe 1n Hand.

After the had been a fecond Time
abufed by her vile Affociate, who,
in order to appeafe her, promifed
within the Space of twenty four
Hours, to bring her into the Arms
of her Lover; they mounted the
Chaife together about break of Day;
but their Journey was very fhort.
They had bhardly travelled two
Leagues, when they perceived at a
Diftance three Cavaliers, who were
coming towards them, and whom
they could not avoid mceting, other-
wife than by returning the fame
Way they came. A fecret Prefage

acquainted Feliciana that thofe were

Defenders
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Detenders whom Heaven had
brought to her Deliverance.

She was extremely overjoy'd to
(ce them approach; but how was
(he furprized when they came near
cnotigh to be diftinguifhed ? Could
any Rencounter be more fortunate!
Tt was Don Lewss himfelf, attended
by two Servants. ‘Iranfported- be-
vond Meafure, the held out her Arms
to him, and would have leap’d et
of the Chaile to his Embraces. Ge-
nerous Don Lewss, cried the, do
benold you again.— She could fay
no more.— 1 hie Wretch who accom-
panied her, held one Hand before
her Mouth, and taking his Poniard
11 the other, he threatened to facri-
fice her to his Fury, if fhe uttered a
(ingle Word more.

Moniter, cried the unfortunate
Don Lewss, jumping from his Horfe,
:;I:u‘mﬁd with  Feliciana's Danger,
waat Rage tranfports vou? either

i 2 qUit
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quit that murderous Weapon, o:
the Effufion of your Blood fhall be
the Chaftifement of your Crimes.
Well then, replied the ferocious
Monk, come and take your Lover,
but it fhall be weltering in her Blood
that I will reftore her to you: In
pronouncing which Words, the
Villain plunged the Poniard in her
Bofom, and then turned his guilty
Hands upon him{elf; but Don Lewsis,
who was willing to preferve him for
a more ignominious Death, haftily
difarmed him, and hindered him
from putting an End to his Life;
he then ordered his Servants to bind

him.

During this Time Feliciana was
weltering in her Gore; her difcon-
folate Lover then made hafte to ftop
the Bleeding, by binding up the
Wound, which was happily not
judged mertal. The Surgeon of
the Villaze the came from, who

vifited her, pronounced jher able to
{uftain
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fuftain the Fatigue of the Journey
.s far as Cadrz; thither fhe was re-
condué&ed by her Lover, from whom
(he thought fthe ought not to difguife
the Violence that had been com-
mitted on her Honour. Torments
were therefore neceflary to extort
2 Confeflion from Father Gregory.
The Monks, his Brethren, in vain
reproached him. He was delivered
into the Hands of Juftice, and ina
few Days condemned to lofe his Life
upon a Scaffold, where he was rack’d
alive upon the Wheel.

The Misfortune which had hap-
pened to the unfortunate Feliciana
was not able to diminith the Affec-
tion of Don Lewis; he would have
married her, but fhe thought it
more prudent to bury in a Nunnery
her apparent Difgrace; and fhe was
no fooner recovered of her Wound

than fthe put her pious Defign into
Execution.

I' 4 Jealoufy
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Jealoufy_Out-witted :

AN

Ialian N O V E L.

Gentleman named Gualdini,
that he might not fear the
Misfortunes to which all Hufbands
are fubjed, determined to live a
Batchelor. Senfible however of
the Atirations of Love, he had a
meit violent Inclination for the fair
Sex; which he found very little
Difriculty in gratifying.  Anengag-
11g LEafe and Sprightlinefs, joined to
a moit delightful Figure, rendered
him fo very amiable to the Lad:es,

that he was never fo unfortunate as
to
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to figh in vain. Each Day he made
new Conquefts. And what did not
2 little contribute to his Succeffes,
was, that he exercifed great Dex-
terity in concealing his amorous
Intrigues. No Stratagems that could
be put in Practice to feduce a Wife,
and cheat the Vigilance of the Huf-
band, was he a Stranger to; nor
did he fail to employ them with
Succefs. How numerous therefore
muft have been the poor contented
Cuckolds, who were the Dupes of
his Ingenuity ?

He pafled his Days in this Manner
till he attained the Age of fifty Years,
and even then he was fo perfellly
fatished with his way of Life, that
he had no Thoughts of changing
it. At length he beheld the fair
Euza, ayoung Lady of about twen-
ty, wiicih made a great Alteration
in his Sentiments.  He thought,
however, that without loading him-
telf yith Chains, to which he had

Iz A
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a great Averfion, it would not he
impoflible to captivate the Heart of
this young Lady. But Gualdin: was
now become an antiquated Adonis;
his Conquefts were now at an End.
He perceived that in order to make
his Declarations hearkened to, he
muftproceed upon Terms of Honour.
He had already fpoke of Love, but
the pretended not tounderftand him;
he fpake of Hymen, and he was
anfwered. In thort, Gualdin: ven-
tured into a State of Life, which
had formerly appeared fo very dan-
gerous to him. Now we fhall fee
whether he will avoid the Misfor-
tunes which he had heaped upon

many others.

About a Fortnight after they were
‘married, his Wife, of whom he
had not yet conceived the leaft Jea-

loufy, received a Letter from one
of her Relations, of whom fhe was

a Confident. This Letter inclofed
a Billet, which the was to convey
{4
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to a young Lady, who was the Ob-
ic& of her Relation’s Paffion. It is
necefiary that T thould recite this
Ietter, that the Reader may judge
of Gualdini’s jealous Fury, when
this Letter fell into his Hands.

The following is the Billet from
Eliza’s Relation, to his Beloved. |

My adorable Angel,

Shallwe for ever meet withObflacles
to our tender Loves? Shall we never
b¢ bappy encugh to have 1t 1 our Power
to overthrow the Vigilance of your
troublefome Husband? What Pangs
do I not endure, to think that you fhould
be confined within the Arms of a Man
Jo unworthy of you: Tendernefs ¢ How
muft your Delicacy be offended at bis
naufeating Embraces? It is not 1n
vis Power to fet a juft Value upon the
Fevours which you beflow. Alas!
[Fall I lofe thofe rapturcus Pleafures
Jor ever 2 No, I cannot furvive fo ter-

Fo rible
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rible a Misfortune. I promife myjeif
Succefs from the Dexterity of ber who
remats you this Letter. I bave ani-
mated ber Endeavours by my Liberality.,
She promifed me that [he will fhortly
facilitate the Means of an Interview.
Gods! with what Impatience do I not
wait the bappy Moment, when I can
give you the moft convincing Marks of
my moft ardent Tendernefs. Convinced
aifo of the Vivacity of your Paffion, 1
doubt not but you will efpoufe the Mea-
fures which 1 [ball take to fatisfy your
juft Revenge againft your odious Huf-
band s Fealoufy.
I am, &c.

The unhappy Elza had un-
fortunately torn to Pieces the Letter
which her Ccufin had wrote to her;
and only preferved the Billet which
was inclofed in 1t. This Billet Gua/-
dini found, without any Addrefs;
whereupon he immediately conclu-
ded it muft have been written to his
Wife. Though tranfported with

the
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the moft furious Rage, he had the
Condu& to conceal it, that (he might
not efcape the Vengeance he medi-
tated. He began to have a ftrict
Eye upon her A&ions; and when
he had concerted the Meafures
which he intended to execute, he
acquainted her with his Intention
of quitting his Refidence in the City,
and retiring to one of his Eftates in
the Country, the Solitude of which
was pleafing to nim.

Though this young Lady had no
great Inclination for retiring into
the Country, fhe made however no
Objection to comply with his Com-
nmand. But fhe did not fufped the
Snare that was fet for her. She
was no looner arrived at the Manfion-
Houfe to which fhe was conduéted,
but the was led up Stairs and con-
fined inan high Tower.  She threw
herfelf at hu Hufband's Feet, wa-
tered them with her Tears, and
begged, at leaft, that fhe might have

t.l.Ui...
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the Confolation of being told what
Crime fhe had been guilty of, to

merit {uch Difgrace.

Hold, Madam, faid he, thewing
her the Billet, which I have before
fpoken of, Read and fee whether I
_am not fufficieutly informed of your

Infamy and my Shame.

Invain did the endeavour to juftify
herfelf! His blind Jealoufy had
fhut his Eyes to every Thing that
the could fay in her Defence. He
left her, fwearing fhe thould never
depart from the Place he had fhut
her 1n, but to defcend into her

Tomb.

Such was the fevere Edi& which
his Cruelty extorted frem him. Thus
the unfortunate E/iza became con-
demned to a continual Flood of
Tears. But Love interefted himfeli
in her Favour. He produced a

Perfon to revenge the jealous Fury
of
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of her Hufband; and this Perfon ,
was a Friar, of a moft tender and’
compaflionate Difpofition, who was
about to convince Gualdini that he
was not acquainted with all the
cunning Artifices that might be prac~.
tifed to elude the Vigilance of a
jealous Hufband.

This Friar, named Don Bexnet,
refided with a religious Brother ‘in
a Priory about forty Yards diftant
from Gualdin?’s Houfe. They made
frequent Vifits to each other, and
cenerally dined and. fupped’ toge--

ther. :

Gualdini, who had for a long
Time made a Secret of the Cruelty
which he exercifed towards hisWife,
at length acquainted Don Bennet
with it, he being a Bofom Friend.
A Glafs too much made him divulge
the Secret. But what chiefly whet
the Edge of Don Bennet's fenfual
Appetite was, that this noble Verne-

tian,
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2:cn, whom the Liquor had-render-
ed incapable of confidering the Con-
fequence of the Things which ef-
caped him, drew a Portrait of his
Wife in fuch beautiful Colours, as
could not but excite the utmoft
Curiofity. Therefore the cunning
Prior, in order to get an Opportu-
nity of feeing this young Beauty,
declared to Gualdini that he could
not believe hnn, becaufe, fays he,
if your Wile is really as beautlful
as you reprefent her, you could not
pofﬁbly have {o long omitted to per-
form conjugal Duty. Coniefs then,
Sir, continued he, that it 1s only an
imaginary Pi¢ture which you have
juit now drawn.

Indeed, Sir, anfwered Gualdini,
it 1s a real one; and, I could pre-
fently convince you of it; for were
vou to {ee her, you couid nct bur
confefls that JlP Original exceeds tae
Copy. Sufier me then to {ee her,
refumed the Friar. With all my

Heart,
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Heart, replied Gualdini; 'To-morrow
you fhall vifit her.

Behold a Bargain ftruck ; and we
fhall {fee who will become the Dupe
of it.  Don Bennct, who was thewn
the Tower wnergin £/iza was con-
fined, obferved that there wus one
narrow Window to it, which lock’d
over a httle River buonﬂ‘mg to the

Priory, and which wafhed the Walls
of this tower.

He had no fooner parted from
Gualdinz but he fhut himfelf up in
a Clofct, to ftudy Meafures to re-
venge the fair Prifoner of the crucl
Treatment fhe received from the

Jealoufy of her Hufband.

Aiter various Refle©ions, he de-
termined to begin with writing her
a Letter, to know whether ihe was
dlfpofcd to aflit his Endeavours to
foften the Pangs of her Confinement.
The follow; ing 15 the Letter, which

VOott
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youwillfindhehad Artenoughtocon-
vey mnto her Hands, even in the

Prefence of Gualdin:.

Madam,

Could 1 bear the Recital of your
Misfortunes, witkout cndeavouring to
relieve you, I muft be of a favage
Difpofition.  1am [0 extiemely affecled
with your cruel Fate, that 1 would
freely wenture ay Life to tear you
from the Misfortunes which overbelm
you. How bappy fbould I think myfelf
if you <would but deign to accept the
Services of a Man who <would glory
n grving himfelf up entively to your
Intereft 3 and who would delight fo
employ bimfelf to releafe you from the
Tyrany of @ barbarous Husband. If
you awill bomgur me with a Line cf
Anfwer, be [o kind as to tye the Lettcr
at the End of a long piece of Pack-
thread, and let dewn 1nto a little Boat,
which I will take care 1o place at the
Rettom of the Traoer awherein you are

h confined,
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confined, about Eleven o'Clock this E-
vemng.  On recerving an Anfwer 1o
shis Letter, 1 fball contrive proper
Means to break your intolerable Chains.

Yours, &c.

When Don Beunet had written
this Letter, he fealed it; and doubt-~
ed not but he fhould be able the
next Day to deliver it himfelf; nor
was he difappointed in his Expelta-
tions. He gave Orders to the young
Friar, his Inferior, to atk to {peak
in private with the noble Venetian,
about a Quarter of an Hour after
he was gone to his Houfe ; and un-
der pretence that he had a great Fa-
vour to beg of his Superior, and
that it was only through Gualdin’s
Interceffion that he could hope to
obtain it.

Meafures {o well concerted, could
hardly fail of Succefs. Don Bennet
went to Gualding’s Houfe, where he

beheld
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Eeheld the bezutiful Eliza. His T--
fenfibiity could not fupport the
Sight of fuct pov: erful Charms.
The young friar .L, 7 lmdziz Cailod

TNy
Graiiiing a: :1 “5 1:=: t0 Nim, -

T’

ok

cording to 1iis .:_,ciit}f:; - hich afer e
ed ’\on fenact an Opportwiity of
delivering nie Lettsr o :

whom he had new coscorved the
moit vioient Aﬁ}:c.;icr:;
however too much Cuuis 22 (0 tui-

fer hus Paffion to appear.

l"’"‘

When hewas alone with Gua i/,
he did not fail to tell him that his
Wife was not pofiefled of thofe
Charms whicih he had fo Iiberslly
beftowed upon her; nay, he even
preteﬂded that (he was almoft B:au-
ty's oPpo*itc This cunning Pro-
c\..edm"f {o very ncceflary to tae
Exe cutmn of lns Projects, f{ucceed-
ed to his Wifh: Bv that Means he
avoided all mananer of Sufpicion:
But this was no more than a fingie
Step towares Succels.  What Arii-

100
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fices had he not to employ, to pro-
cure the Happinefs he withed for ?
But lct us return to Elrza’s Anfwer,
which was fuch as he could wifh
it.

She returned him a thoufand
Thanks for the Compaffion he had
thewn her.---Begged, that in the
Meafures which he fhould take to
revenge her Injuries, that he would
not forget the Prefervation of her Ho-
nour ; and ended her Letter, with

Aflurances of a perpetual Acknow-
ledgment.

The Word Acknowledgment,
was alone fufficient to animate this
zealous Friar. He therefore, the
very next Day began to labour a-

bout the Execution of his amorous
Project.

He invited Gualdin: to dine with
him; and requefted of two or three
Topers, his Companions, to endea-

vour
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vour to make him f{o drunk, tha(
he might not be able to walk Home,
and that he might go thither and
fupply his Place. But this cunning
Stratagem was employed in vain,
The 1ober Gualdini was able to refift
their ftrongeft Importunities, and
left them with as cold a Head, and
as fteady a Brain, as when he went
into their Company. We thall now
fee whether he cicaped fo happily
from the next Trap that was fet for
him.

A few Days afterwards, he Was
again invited to dine with Don Ben-
set, who had given Orders that the
Plates which were ferved him,
fhould be firft rubbed with a certain
Drug, that would communicate its
Bitterne{s to all the Meat which was
laid thereon. They fat down to
Dinner : All the Company made an
Elogium upon the Repaft by the
Quantity they eat. Gualdini was
the only idle Perfon there. He

complained that every Thing which
Wi
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was offered him hal an exceeding
bitter Tafte. The Win: which was
prefented to him had alio a remark-
able 11l Tafte. The Murmurs how-
ever of his Appetite, which he had
abufed by an Abftinence of two or
three Days, (for it muft be obferved,
by the bye, that this illuftrious /-
netzan had as much Avarice as Jea-
loufy) I fay, the Murmurs of his
Appetite made him very defirous of
Fating ; buthisardent Withes could
not be fatished. A new Tantalus!
he was dying with Hunger in the
Midft of a delicious Abundance.
The Company perfuaded him to be-
heve that he look’d exceeding pale:
A Phyfician, who was prefent at this
Repaft, afluming an Air of Gravity,
telt Gualding’s Pulte, advifed him 1o
co immediately to Bed, and charg-
cd him not to venture out of his
Room for the Space of fifteen Daye.

Don Bennet now flattered himfelf
that while this fick Hufband was

confined, and wholly occupy'd in
the
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the Recovery of his Health, he
could embrace that Opportunity of
making Donna Eliza an amorous
Vifit. But thefe were delufive
Hopes! The jealous Penetian gave
Orders that a Bed fhould be prepa-
red for him in the Tower wherein
his Wife was confined. Buthere it,
is neceflary to be Obferved, that
fince fhe had loft the Honour of his
Efteem, he had iworn never to per-
form the Duties of an Huiband. But
the young Lady found Means te con-
fole herfelf, and to beftow upon the
unhappy Guald;i the glorious Name
of Father; a Title which he was
very certain he had not merited from

her.

But what compleated Don Bennet’s
Defpair, was, thattheFenetzanhadde-
clared that he weuldnot receive any
Vifits during the Courfe of his ima-
ginary Inefs. He even ordered all
the Doors of his Houfe to be lock’d;

and would have none of his Domef-
ticks
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ticks to attend him, but an old de-
crepit Fellow of about Seventy, wheo
had nothing fo tempting about
him as to be able to feduce his

Wife.

It was not for Don Beunnet’s Inte-
refts, that Gualdint’s Illnefs thould
be of long Duration. He knew his
avaritious Difpofition; and doubted
not but he would receive with
Thanks, fome delicate Food. He
{ent him fome; of which he made
fo hearty a Meal, as to make up for
his Deficiency the preceding Day.
Thus, believing himfelf perfectly
recovered, he immediately quitted
the Company of Eliza, of whom,
however, he continued the Goaler.
This was what difconcerted all the
Meafures which his Rival put in
Practice to obtain the defired Hap-
pinefs.

But it is ufual with Friars, to
compleat what they take in Hand;
G they
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they are not difcouraged with a few
Difappointments: If one Artifice
fails of Succefs, another is imme-
“diately put into Execution. We
fhall now {ee our holy Father em-
ploy’d in a third Stratagem to obtain
Succefs. He intended to fend Gu-
aldiii from Home, and thought he
had invented 2 Scheme which would
anfwer that End.

He had been informed thata Law

Suit was depending between this
Fenetian and a Tradefman, who,
for want of Money, was unable to
ﬁlpport his Right. He therefore
{fent for this Tradefman to his Be-
nefice; and, under pretence of an
extreme Love for Juftice, furnifhed
him with a2 Sum of Money to carry
on his Procefs.

The poor Citizen, delighted with
fuch unexPe&ed good Fortune, ai-
ter returning Thanks to Don Bennet,
his generous BenefaGor; and tefti-

fying
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fying the Height of his Acknow-
ledgment, returned with Speed to
Venice s where he was no {ooner ar-
rived, than he ran to his Judges to
{follicit a decifive Decree. Gualdin:
received a Letter, mnforming him,
that his Caufe was coming to be
heard ; and intreating him to come
immediately where his Intereft call'd
him. But his Jealoufy triumphed
over his Avarice; and he rather
chofe to hazard the Lofs of his Suit,

than lofe, for a fingle Moment, his
Poft of Goaler.

He was, however, weary of it
fome Time after ; and at the earneft
Requeft of Don Bennet, he gave up

to another this troublefome Em-
p]oy.

One Day, when they were con-
verfing together, Don Bennet faid to
him, T am far from blaming the
wife Precautions which you exercife
to preferve your Honour; and if all

G 2 Hutbands
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Hufbands followed your Example,
we thould not fee fo many of them
become the Dupes of their Credu-
lity; nothing is weaker or more wa-
vering than a Woman’s Virtue ; and
my Opinion is, that they cannot be
too much fufpe@ted. I am alfo of
Opinion, that the Title of a jealous
Hufband is lefs difhonourable than
that of a contented one. It muft
however be confefled, to the Shame
of the Age we live in, that thefe are
the fathionable Hufbands. Oh! let
me alone for that, reply’d the Vene-
tian, 1 fhall take very good Care not
to be one of that Number. I know
the Ufe that I have formerly made
of their Faith ; how many Tricks
have I play'd, in my Youth, upon
the Credulity of thofe courteous,
good-natured Hufbands? And I will
‘heartily forgive any Perfon that fhall
be able to play the fame Tricks a-
gainft me. I really do not think,
refumed the Friar, that any Perfon
intends to cheat your Vigilance; but

| fuffer
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(uffer me, notwithftanding, to tell
you, that it is not fo greatas I could
with. For let us reafon a little
shout it. It 1s true ind:ed, that
you never part from the Keys of the
Tower wherein your Wife is locked,
but do you alfo take the Locks
with you? And while you arc in
your own Apartment, or when you
do me the Honour to come and fee
me, how do you know but they
may embrace the Opportunity -of
your Abfence to dithonour you ?

True, Father, replied he, your
Obfervation 1s very juft; and I will
this very Day convince you, that I
know how to make a proper Ufe of
good Advice, given me by fo zealous
a Friend as you are. Believe me
then, Sir, replied Don Bennet, I
would advife you, to have a Guar-
dian for your Wife, to accompany
her, and to obferve her A&ions, A
very good Thought! replied the
noble Penetian ; and I will inmedi-

G j ately



[ 126 ]

ately provide a Woman whom I can
confide 1n, for that Purpofe.

But this Woman did not long
enjoy the Poft which was allotted
her.  The artful Don Bennet knew

very well how to praceed.

He wrote a Letter to Donna E/i-
=4 (here it is proper to obferve, that
by the Help of a String, and the
little Boat, which I have before
mentioned ; there had been an epif-
tolary Correfpondence carried on
betwcen them); I fay he wrote a
Letter to Donna Elitza, wherein he
acquainted her, that it was he him-
{elt that had advifed her Hufband
to fet over her the troublefome Com-
panion which (he was about to have;
but he begged of her to be fatisfied,
promifing her, that in a few Days
{he thould have another, who would
be entirely devoted to their joint In-
terefts. Nor was he worfe than his

Word; for before a Week had e-
* lapfed,
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lapfed, he found out a Woman,
whoic Abilities were known to him,
and who was very capable of doing
him infinite Service 1n his Intri-
gues.

His next Bufinefs was to diflodge
her whom Gueldin: had made choice

of.

He conveyed a Purfe with a hun-
dred Crowns, by his ufual Pafiport,
to Eliza, and with it a Letter,
wherein he defired her to employ
that Sum of Money in bribing her
Infpectrefs to make a quick Retreat.
Thiswas fobrilliant a Fortuneforher,
that the could not have the Heart to
refufe any Thing that might be ex-
alted from her Obedience. She
therefore took her leave of the de-
Iolate Gualdini, who went the very
fame Day to his dear Friend Don
Bennet, to communicate the Misfor-
tune that had befel him.

G4 Well,
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Well, replied the Friar, to whom
he had made his Complaints, this
Lofs 1s not irreparable. You are
fenfible I have a very great Friend-
thip for you; and I will this Day
give you a2 moft convincing Proof
of it. A Friend of mine has an
old Domeftic of experienced Fide-
ity, who is a very proper Perfon
for you: Idoubt not but I can pro-
cure her for you ; for 1 flatter my-
felf that my Friend will not refufe
me any Thing. Suffer me then to
part from youw, Sir. I will take
Horfe and ride to her, and you {hali
prefently be informed of my Suc-
cefs.

It neced not be doubted but the

Friar was able to perform his Pro-
mife; for he had already broughta
Woman from Venice, who was to
-be the Affiftant in his private Plea-

{ures.

A
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A long Experience had made
her very perfect in her Bufinefs;
the had therefore very little need of
Inftruction; fhe went to the credu-
lous Fenetian, and offered herfelf to
him, as recommended by Don Ben-
net. Her Services were gladly ac-
cepted, and from that Moment fhe
began to exercife herfelf in her new
Employ. The Prefents which Don
Bennet had made her, and the large
Gratuities which he promifed, cau-
fed her to apply immediately to give
him Proof of her Zeal to ferve

him.

She make ufe of all her aukward
Eloquence to perfuade E/za, that
fhe could not do better than {trive

to revenge herfelf, from the cruel
Treatment of her barbarous Hui-

band; and promifed her, that fhe
would facilitate the Means. She
then expatiated upon the Merit of
Don Benner, of whom fhe drew

Gg the
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the moft advantageous Portrait. Her
Difcourfe was perfuafive; fhe per-
ceived that Eliza was {ufhiciently
difpoled to embrace the Opportu-
nity fhe had of giving Don Bennet
the moft affefting Proofs of her
Acknowledgment, and to haften the
Moment of his Happinefs ; fhe afk-
ed the young Prifoner if fhe would

confent to recelve a Vilit from her
Prote&or? *

Suppofing I fhould confent to it,
replied Eliza, it would be to no

Purpofe, fince we can propofe no
Advantage from it.  Believe me,
Madam, replied tne intriguing Ma-
riane, 1 propofe nothiag to you but
what may be eafily expected; and,
if you will be generous enough to
permit 1f, To-morrow Don Benmt
will have the Honour of coming
here, to affure you of his tender
Attachinent. But do not fear, ad-
ded fhe, that your Honour will be
in any Danger. 1 am a Confidant

of



[ 131 ]
of the Meafures that he will take,
and am affured of their Succefs.
But may not I be acquainted with
thefe Meafures? refumed Eliza.
Suffer me, Madam, to keep them
2 Secret, replied Martane ; becaufe
I would give you the Pleafure of

an agreeable Surprize.

The happy Don Bennet was {oon
after informed by a Letter from his
Confidant, of the favourable Dif-
vofitions of his fair Miftrefs. He
had before taken care to provide
(ome Rope-Ladders, and the next
Day he made ufe of them to afcend
to the Chamber of his beautiful
Prifoner. Mariane faftened them
to.the Window by which he  was
to enter; and the grateful Eiza,
who did not think the was marred
to occupy a feparatc Apartment

from her Hufband, did not think
proper to oppofe him. Whether

the was pleafed with this firft Vifit

of Don Bennet, may be eafily con-
G a6 jectured,
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jetured, fince it was prefently fok
Jlowed by a fecond.

Nothing could be more delicious
than thefe private Interviews; the
flecting Moments werc withed to be
prolonged, by thefe happy Lovers.
As foon as Night had drawn her
Veil, the amorous Don Bennet emn-
ploy'd his Ladder, and never parted
from his amiable Miftrefs till an
Hour before Sun-rifing. This ten-
der Commerce lafted above feven
Months, without any manner of Im-
pediment. The crcdu]ous Gualdin,
Keeper of the Keys of the Tower
wherein his chafte and virtuous Wife
was confined, could not fufpett
that any Body would undertake the
charitable Tafk to confole her every
Night, for his unjuft Indifference.
Befides, had he not placed over her
a Governefs, whofe Fidelity his
good Friend Don Benret had fo
much vaunted of ? And how could

he think that hlS Friend would de-

Le.l\ c
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ceive him? This Friend too wais
clad in a Habit of Sanctity, and
centinually difcourfed of heavenly
Things, in the moft affecting Man-
ner. Could it then be {uppoled that
this devout Friar would {uffer any
{enfual Defires to lurk beneath his
pious Harnefs ?

But let us leave the FPenetian in
his Error, and proceed to thew, that
notwithftandinghis utmoft Vigilance
he knew not how to guard againft
the Artifices of a cunning Friar.

I have already faid, that Gualdin:
had {worn never to merit the Name
of Father. He did not indeed me-
ritit, but he was however obliged
to bear it ; notwith{tanding his fcru-
pulous Exattnefs in accomplifhing
the Oath he had made never to make
his Wife any dangerous Vifits, con-
trary to the Engagement, the Mo-
ment approached, when he was to

receive



[ 34 ]

r>ceive all the Honours due to a real

Father.

His ofhcious Subftitute was very
willing to refign the Glory which
was due to him alone. His Com-
merce with the fair Eliza was not
unfruitful. She carried about her
{fufficient Proof to the contrary.

But how grievaus would have been

her Fate, if fhe had become a Mo-
ther in the miferable Place of her
Confimement? Theretore the ten-
der Don Bennet would not {ufrer the
Health of a Perion fo dear to him
to be expofed to any Danger. His
Love interefted him in the Preicr-
vation of the Mother and Child. It
was to his Relations that Eliza was
to go to be delivered of her Burthen.
He made her the Propofition ; {he
accepted 1t. She efcaped in tic
Night, with Mariane, by the Help
of the Rope-Ladders which had
been the Inftruments of Don Ben-
net’s Happinefs. |

His
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His Relations received her joy-=
fully. The Recital which fhe made
of the Sufterings the had endured
from the jealous Fury of her Huf-
band, made them burft into Tears.
But let us return to the unfortunate

Gualdins.,

How greatwas his Surprize, when
the Domeitic who had the Care of
fupplying the Prifoner with Provi-
fions, came to acquaint him, that
the was efcaped from the Tower,
with the Woman who was appointed
her Guardian !

Tran{ported with Rage, he came
to difcharge his Heart in the Bofom
of his faithful Friend Don Bennet,
and afked his Advice. Ah! it is
all over with me, faid he, almoft
diftraéted! I am the moit unfortu-
nate Man that ever breathed !
What's the Matter, Sir, faid Don
Benner ! 1in a fimpathizing Tone,

What
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What terrible Misfortune has hap-
pened? My Wife, cried he, my
perfidious Wife { —Here Sighs cut
aflunder the Thread of his Dif-

courfe.

Well, refumed Don Bemnet, be
comforted, fhe is dead I fuppofe?
What then? We muft all dic.
Dead! no, replied Gualdini, the
Traitrefs, by a Flight, which I
could not fufpe&, has ftolen herfelf
from my Vengeance. I have be-
held, with my own Eyes, the Ropes
by which the made her Eicapc
Moft aftonithing! cried the Friar;
what furprizing News is this you
acquamt me with! But where do
you imagine the 1s gone to feek an
Afylum ? If fhe thould happen to
"be retired to her Kindred, believe
me, Sir, 1t might be of a ternble

Confequence to you !

Why, Father, fad Gualdini, can

any body blame me for the Precau-
ti0ns
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tions I have taken to defend myfel
from the Outrages that might be
committed upon my Honour. But
have you any fatisfactory Proofs of
it? refumed the Friar. You have
mentioned to me a Billet, which
you furprifed her with; but, to be
plain with you, I do not think that
a {ufficient Evidence of her Guilt.
Befides, have you been prudent e-
nough to avoid the Hazard of be-
coming a Father? Yes, I can make
Oath of it, replied the good Man,
and I have always kept her fo nar-
rowly watch’d, that no Perfon can

have had it in their_Power to beftow
that Favour upon me.

He prefently found, however, that
he was grofly miftaken. Donna E/iza
reported her Cafe to the Judges; her
Beauty interefted them in her Fa-
vour. She follicited a Separation
from her Hufband, which the ob-
tained ; together with a confiderable
Annuity, - But what compleated

Gual-
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Gualdini’s i7isi: rtunes was, that he
was declare tiwe Varhier of the Child,
which his V/ife »ad been delivered

of.

Nothing b o Accident of this
1Kind could { + tcicatiy nave corret-
ed his jealovs ‘Jumour.  He after-
wards was rooorited with his dear
Moicty; and : lic was afterwards
called by the Name of Father, he
negleted nothing that might entitle
him to it; and it is probable he was
no longer indebted to the charitable

Endeavours of any pious Father.

BASIL
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BASIL and CLARA,
- !
AN

NOVEL

lialian

Rich Citizen of Rome, brought
up in the Errors of a fuper-
ftitious Piety, was Father of fix
Sons, to whom he was frequently
repeating, that there was no Act of
Devotion more agreeable to the di-
vine Being, than that of going fome
holy Pilgrimage. ‘The youngeft of
his Sons, named Baf/, of about
cighteen or twenty Years of Age,
affeCted with the frequent Exhorta-
tions of his Father, entreated Per-
muffion to make the Voyage of St.
Jeques de Compoftella.
His
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His Father commended the De-
fign which Heaven had infpired
him with; and requefted him to
haften the Execution of it. Bafl,
traniported with Joy that his Father
was {o well pleafed with his Inten-
tions, took leave of his Friends,
and tore himfelf from the Arms of
his Mother, who could not part
from him without a Flood of Tears.
She forced him to accept of a Purfe,
which fhe had concealed from her
Hufband ; for his Intention was that
Bafi!, during the Whole of this long
Pilgrimage, fhould rely entirely up-
on Providence. We fhall prefently

fee the Benefit he reaped from this
pious Voyage.

Though very little qualified to
fupport the Fatigue of Walking,
he was however determined to go
on Yoot. But when he arrived at
St. Sebaflian, he was feized by a vi-
olent Fever, which obliged him to
: keep
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keep his Bed for the {pace of a
Month. I know not whether this
Malady abated his Zeal, but it put
an End to all Thoughts of proceed-
ing on his Pilgrimage.

As foon as he had entirely reco-
vered his Strength, he dedicated
his Time wholly to Pleafure; and
took particular Care not to f{uffer
his Paflions tolie idle. He was fenfie
ble that the Churches were the beft
Places to have recourfe to, to feek
for an Obje& worthy of his Ten-
dernefs. IHe was not long before

he found one which captivated his
Soul.

Donna Clara, Daughter of a cele-
brated Lawyer, was the young Lady
he was enamoured with; but his
Timorofunefs made him delay for
a whole Month, to make thofe De-

clarations to which his Impatience
prompted him,

He
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He was every Day at the Temple,
clofe by her Side; he permitted his
Eyes to {peak to her; but the La-
dies generally pretend to be ignorant
of that Language. Atlength how-
ever, he determined to exprefs his
Sentiments in Words. Donna Clarg
was at Chapel : He approached her
as ufual, and placed himfelf by her.
Numerous involuntary Sighs efcaped
him, which ferved as a Prelude to
the affe¢tionate Declaration he was
about to make.

This young Beauty, happening to
turn her Head, to fee who it was
that was making fuch Lamentation,
the amorous Bafi/ faid to her, Per-
haps, Madam, you will not pardon
the Liberty I am about to be guilty
of, but it is your Charms only that
are to be blamed for 1t, which will
not any longer permit me to conceal
the Paffion which you have given

Birth to?
Indeed,
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Indeed, Sir, replied fhe, this is a
Declaration which I cannot {uffer
myfelf to attend to; and I am aftc-
nithed, as I have not the Honour to
be acquainted with you, that you
thould prefume----Hold, Madam,
refumed Bafi/, interrupting her; fay
no more about it: Load me, 1 be-
fcech you, with the Reproaches
that my Prefumption deferves; but,
believe me, the Declaration which
I have dared to profefs, is regulated
by the ftri¢teft Honour. But, Sir,
replied fhe, how often have you
made this Declaration? For I doubt
not, but a Gentleman of your Gen-

tility and Addrefs, has already made
feveral Conquets ?

I know not, Madam, replied he,

whether the Lady to whom I thould

offer my AffeCtions, would accept

them: But I can affure you, that
theyﬂ have hitherto been preferved

in the utmoft Indifference. And,
may
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may I then, refumed fhe, rely upan
vour Word? You may indeed,
Madam, faid he; for it is you alone

that have converted my Heart from
the greateft Infenfibility, to the moft

paflionate Lover; and, I flatter my-
felf, that you will not dif{dain to ac-
cept of my Addrefles,

He could fay no more; an Ac-
quaintance of Clard’s came jn, and
wanted to {peak to her; which put

an End to this firft Converfation,
from which Bafi/ promifed himfelf
the greateft Succefs; for, befides
his Declaration not having been re-
jected, he thought he perceived in
her Eyes that he was not indifferent
to her ; he therefore hoped that he
fhould the next Day enjoy again the
Pleafure of her Cempany; nor was
he difappointed. In the fame Cha-
pel, he had another Converfation

with his new Miftrefs.
This-



[ 145 ]

This fecond Interview was ftill
more favourable than the firft. Some
broken Sighs, which efcaped the
fair Clara, difcovered the Secrets of
her Heart, and an open Confefiion
of her Flame immediately fucceed-

ed thofe mute Declarations.

The amorous Bafil, emboldened
with his firft Succefles, had the
Courage to alk of the fair Spaniard
a noGturnal Vifit. But, however
inclinable the might be to comply
with his Requeft; fhe thought it
abfolutely impoffible to efcape the
Vigilance of herParents.  She how-
ever promifed her Lover that he
thould have the Pleafure of her
Compcmy at an appeinted Hour,

and named the Place of Rendez-
YOUS.

It need not be afked, whether

Bafil was exa& in goinz to the
go1ng

Place appomnted; or whether, he

H Was
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was pleafed with the tender Fuveur
he reccived of his yeung Miftret
‘Two Months elapied, during whic
Time he continued his Vifts and
Endeavours. Convinced of his (-
ra’'s Conient, he determined to (-
licit his Parents; he made Applica-
ticn to them by Letter, to which
he received an Anfwer; but how
oreat was his Chagrin on readine

1t?‘

Bafil’s Father, fo far from heark-
ening to his Pretenfions, threatened
him with the fevereft Punithments,
if he did not immediately return to
Italy. His Paflion would perhaps
have detained him in Spasn, if he
could have obtained the Succours of
Cath, which he was now in great
want of ; but his Friends, defirous
of feeing him again in Italy, refufed
to fend him any. He was therefore
obliged to be precipitate in his De-
parture.

With
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With what Anguith did he take
teave of the amiable Clara? What
Tears did he not thed on that {or-
rowlul Occafion ?  After having
fworn to her an inviolable Tidelity,
he affured her that his Paflion fhould
hatten his Return.  Ailure your{elf,
faid he, that you will prefently fce
ine here again; for I am convinced

that my Paler\ts will not refule the
Petition I have to prefer to them.
It is impofiible that their Tendernefs
(hould hold out againit the repeated
Attacks of my moﬁ earneft Prayers.
I will fivear to them that my Hap-
pinefs depends wholly upon you.
Can they then be fo cruel, as to be
deaf to my Petitions, when my
rtilitit) is at Stake? Alas! 1 tear
it much, replied Clara fighing; ]
am afraid that neither your Prayers,
Sighs, or Tears can obtain a Victory
over their Refolutions. And, oh!
ve juft Gods! continued the, what
will become of me, if I muft re-

H 2 nOUNCe
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nounce the pleafing Hopes with
which I have flattercd myfelf? For
(why thould I be afhamed of the
Confeffion) fuch is the Excefs of
my tender Flame, that fhould you
engage that Faith to another, which
you have {worn to me, I could not
poflibly furvive it. Rather let the
God’s fthower on me the greateft of
Misfortunes, cried he; let me be
the moft unfortunate of Men, if
any Thing canmake me deviate from
the Vows I have made you. It is
on the Foundation of thofe Hopes,
refumed fhe, that I confent to yowr
Departure ; but, be affured, if you
fhould be faithlefs, and forget your
Promifes, 1 would follow you, and

exa& a Performance of them.

The Proteftations he made of an
eternal Fidelity, diffipated her Feare.
It was not without a Flood of Tears
that the beheld her Lover depart,
who flattered himfelf that he thould
quickly be permitted to haften to

where
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where his Paflion called him; but
he was ignorant that his Parents,
had, in his Abfence, provided a
Wife for him.

They - left no Means untried to
fhake hisConftancy. Butvain werc
2l their Efforts : The faithful Be/:/
fwore, that Death alone thould make
him renounce the Love which he
had fworn to Clera.

The frequent Letters which he
received from her, were full of th«
Affurances of the moft exalted Ten-
dernef{s ; how then could he facri-
fice an Objett fo worthy of his

Love, to the interefted Views of his
Parents ?

But he did not fufpet the Stra-
taceims they were about to employ
to render her odious to him. The
Letters which the wrote to him
were intercepted.  Bafil however,
did not ceafe to write to her; but

H ; two
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two Nonths D:liTtd Wit houtrc::c. )
any Anfwer to his Letters : 1:_
lcngth he received one, whif..:h loadid
himwith the ‘gi'C&tf"} of Misfortance,
'The Writer of it, who was emplove,
by his Parents, counterfeited Clira .
\?’r'tim {o extremely exad, that
Bcli/ did not doubt but 1t was vrit-
°n with her Hand: It was as i6l-

icws.

Perfaft no lenger, Sir, to a agoif!
the Wil of your Parents. Submit 9
thiir fupertor Sfudgment 5 they better
kuow what wid teand mofl to yeur Ad-
cantcge.  Blinded by our Pofficn, we
Face tco long difregarded what cur
Duty exacled from us to thefe «ls Lad
given us Being.  For my cwn Part, 1
have ationed for my Fauit by [ubmit-
t1g to tretr Commands., 1 bave -
gaged my Faith to an Husband <wbom
they bave nominated, who has [heon

bimfelf worthy of y whole Affectons.
If my Effcem 15 dear to you, Sir, do
70t /rff itate 19 followe my Example : N

longer
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Joizzer give your Parents caufe to con-
plain of your obffinate Refifance.  In
proportion as you regard the Advice 1
arve, I fhall judge whether you bave
fill an Efteem for one awbo 15 truly
cealous for your Interefl.  Write me
w0 Anfwer, becaufe I bave given my
Word to my Hufband that be flould
bave the Perufal of every Letter I
fhould reccive, and perbaps you might
mcition your Peffon i that «which vou
werld write to me 5 which might pro-
bably create an Indifference in the
Heart of a Perfon whom I cfteem more

than Life.

Such was the fatal Letter that
was remitted to the unfortunate Ba-
fi{+ The Defpair into which it
plunged him was extream, and con-
tinued feveral Months, during which
Time his Parents ftrove in vain to
confole him. He obftinately refufed
to accept of the Wife which they
nad procured for him. The heavy
Melancholy to which he was re-
duced, made him inclinc to Retire-

H 4 ment.
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1ent.  He wanted to divorce him-
feli entirely from the World. In
varn did his Friends and Relations
oppole this pious Defign ; he refol-
ved 1o take holy Orders, and he did
{o.

The Fervour with which he com-
menced his Noviciate did not in the
[eaft abate, till he had engaged him-
felf to Keligion, by the ufual {olemn
Vows. bBut a leng Repentance nn-
mediately {ucceeded this precipitate
Engagement. IiisFarents had fent
to the fair Spariard a counterfelt
Letter, informing her, that her
Lover had married a rich Heirefs.

This falfe News, which fthe be-

liecved to be true, threw her into
{fuch an Excefs of Sorrow, that fhe
was feized with a dangerous Illnefs,
which confined her above a Year to
her Bed. She had but juft began
to rccover, vvhen fhe i‘eceived A
Letter, which acquainted her t‘i{iut

he
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he had been the Dupe of her
Credulity.

A young Spamfh Gentleman, a
Friend to Bafi/, wascome to Rome,
and the next Day after his Arrival,
he went to Bafil's Pavrents to pay
hima Vifit. He was there informed
that Baf2/ had renounced the World
about 2 Year, and named the Con-
vent to which he was retired. Don
Gufman (for that was the Name of

this Friend) haftened there to fee
him,

He converfed with Bafi/, who,

notwithftanding his Retreat, conti-
nued thll to nourith the dear Re-
membrance of his antient Miftrefs.
He atked Don Gufman if he could
inform him of any News concern-
ing her ; particularly defired to know
1f her Hufband was deferving of

her Tendernefs; and begged fome
Account of him.

H g Gufman
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Gufman told him that he muft
certainly be miitaken ; that the
beautiful Clara continued faithful.--
How ! interrupted Baft/, would you
make me believe fuch a Falfity? A
Letter which I have received from
her, has convinced me of her Incon-
ftancy, and, in that very Letter,
fhe exhorted me to imitate her in

her Perfidy.

My dear Friend, I compaifionate
your Cafe, replied the young Spa-
ard; but you are lefs to be pitied
than the unfortunate Clzra; perhaps
vou know not, that fhe, like you,
has alfo been the Dupe of her Pa-
rents Artifice. 'They conveyed to
her a Letter, which fhe | 1mag1nm
to be written by you, acquainting
her that you had w.een forced to ac-
cept of a Wife that your Parents
hzd provided for you. Thisalarm-
ing News threw her into a violent

FIL
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Fit of Illnefs, from which I believe

the is hardly yet recovered.

Heavens! cryed the unfortunate
Bafil, what is this you acquaint me
with?  Has the beautiful Clare then
preferved the Fidelity which fhe has
fworn to me ; and muit I no longer
think her inconftant? But fhe per-
haps thinks me {o? I will therefore

jufhfy myfelf.

His Friend had no {ooner left
him, but he wrote a Letter to his
Miftrefs to undeceive her, and to
acquaint her with all the Tricks
and Arts their Parents had put in
Praftice to render them both un-
happy. He alfo informed her of the
Condition of Life he was engaged
U,

The Perufal of this Letter calmed
(1n fome Meafure) the Difquietudes
of the fair Spaniard, and did not

H6 a

N
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a little contribute to haften h:¢
Cure.

Her Strength was no fooner reco-
vered, than without confidering the
Perils of a long and dangerous Voy-
age, fhe determined to tear herfelf
from the Armns of her Parents, to
go to Rome. She thought it necef-
fary to difguife her Sex, and there-
fore affumed the Habit of a Cava-
lier. She concerted her Meafures
with {o much Art, for the Execu-
tion of her Projet, that her Parents
had not the leaft Sufpicion of the
Flight the was preparing for. Be-
ing elcaped from the paternal Houle,
fhe went to Caa’i:a; embarkced there
and arrived at Rome, after having
courageoully refifted the Fatigues of
a tirefome Voyage.

Thea Day of her Arrival, fheen-
quired ‘or the Convent wherein her
dear Bfi/ was conhined: the was
conductzd thither, and beheld him

1N
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in a Friar's Habit. Think not that
[ thall attempt to exprefs the Tranf-
ports of our two Lovers ; they were
ready to {mother each other with
their Carefles : Sighs and Tears de-
prived them of the Power of Speech;
each of them was intoxicated with
the Pleafure of feeing the other.
But this fweet Delight was mingled
with bitter Sorrow, when they be-
gan to reflect on the invincible Ob-
ftacles which oppofed their Happi-
l‘:ﬁ‘fS.

It 15 all over with us, {aid Clera
fighing, our barbarous Parents, by
their cruel Artifices have fucceeded
in theiwr Endeavours to deprive us of
all Hopes of Felicity. It is then
unneceffary that we thould {wear to
cach other an inviolable Conftancy?
[ muit renounce for ever that dzar
Title of Wife, which has been the
ObjeCt of all my Withes. Aad why,
refumed Bof:/, mult we renounce
the Hopes of the Union on which

the
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the Happinefs of my Life depends?
I know not, added he, what will
be the Effe&t of the Proteftations I
have made; but my Paffion will
render me ingenious to contrive the
mott proper Methods to extricate
myfelf from thefe Chains of Con-

finement with which I am laden.

Bafil had perhapsbetter have con-
fidered of a {peedy Eicape, than
have amufed himfelf with confider-
ing what Meafures he fhould have
taken to obtain the Abfolution of
his Vows. I know not what Scru-
ples delayed him, but the Innocence
of the unfortunate Clara was ex-
pofed to a thoufand Dangers.

The Defire of having it im her
Power to enjoy continually the Pre-
fence of her deareft Bafi/, caufed
her to conceive a Defign, of which
fhe would have been very cautious
in the Execution, if {he could but
have forefeen the Dangers that at-

tended
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tended it. She_communicated her
Proje& to Bafi/, who could not fajl
of approving it. It was, that fhe
was to follicit a Place in the Con-
vent to which her Lover belonged :
It was in the Quality of a young
Lay-Brother that the defired to be
admitted. She fpake to the Supe-
riors of the Houfe; they enquired
of her Birth, and her Country; they
demanded her Motive for entering
into a religious State. She told
them {he was a Native of Spain;
that, 1n her Infancy, Death had de-
prived her of all her Friends; that,
being left entirely to her own Con-
du€t, her unbridled Youth had led
her frequently aftray, which drew
on her the moft fatal Confequences.
[n fine, fhe reprefented herfelf as an
illuftrious Unfortunate, who had
too great Reafon to complain of the
Perfidy of the World ever to think
of any Thing but an eternal Divorce
from it. |

Thelc
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Thefe Words of Clara were at-
tended with a Tone fo affecting
and periuafive, that fhe eafily ob-
tainea the Favour fhe follicited,

Behold her then received in the
Quality of a Novice; the Name of
Theodore was given her, and the was
clad in a Capuchin. She began
with hypocritical Fervour the Ex-
ercifes of her Noviciate, during
which Time fhe was employed in
the meaneft Drudgery. But the Vi-

olence of her Love rendered thefe
Trals of her Pride_ fupportable.

She was ordered to be obedient
to the Commands of the ook,
who fet her about the moft ahject
Labour; and {o far was fhe irom
complaining, that the earneitly ac-
quitted herfelf in all the hard Tafks
which her Mafter {et her about : But

the Night repaired whatth: Delicacy
of
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of her Complection had fuffered in
the Fatigues of the Day.

A Cell was allotted her, adjoining
to that of her dear Baf/; in v holfe
Arms fhe forgot the Troubles of
her new Conditiorr.  She was con=
tinually exprefling :n the moft ex-
ulting Terms, how happy fhe was
in hcr new way of Life, which was
{o made up of Felicity, that fhe
had not hardly another Wifh to

form.

Thus rolled away the Time of her
Noviciate, without having her Dif-
guife fufpected by any one of the
Friars; {o ingenious was fhe an

countetfelt But the Moment was
not far off, when, by fatal Experi-

ence, the was to be convinced,
that amongft a Company of Friars

was a very impr0per Place for In-
nocence to feek an .../-‘ﬂylum.

Brother
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Brother Tlheedore (it muft be re-
membered that I thall call this youny
Lady by no other Name hme'u"tu)
after the Time was clapfed which
i1s allotted for the Probation of a
Ncviciate, was with one Voice un-
animoutiy admitted to the Profeffion,
The Superiors granted her an Em-
plov in the Infirmary of the Hef-
pital. Her Care and Afliduity m
this Emplovment was the principal
Caufe of her Misfortunes. The
ceneral Father being taken ill, or-
dered that Brother Theodore {hould
attend him. Being continually with
her, he made fome Difcoveries
which he was determined to take
the Advantage of. I know not by
what Means he began to fufpect her
Diiguife, but however he did {uipect

it, and was determined to fatisty

his Doubts.

The Illnefs with which this reve-
rend Father was feized, had not
been
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hoen very violent s his Strengthe
was tirerefore prefently recovered ;
hat he 1l continued to exaét the

,. e of the v heodsre
Attendance or the young Theodsre.
e even ordercd 2 Bed to be vr
L1C eVenl oracrsal 4 bed to C Pre-
pnrf:d for ner 1n his Anti-Chamber.
[t may eailly be guefled what were
the Views of this cunning Friar,
who was extremely limpatient to be
(nrther fatisfied concerning his At-
rendant. It provcd 1 fatngifcove'ry
to tiae unfortunate Theodore! She
had repofed herfelfwith Tranquillity
in the Arms of Sleep, when the
Father General, who had {omething
in Hand of too oreat Importance*
to {uffer him to think of the Sweets
of Repofe, approached her Bed-fide

2 1 » -

with a dark Lanthorn in his Hand.

Heavens! what feducing Temp-
tations were produced to his View?
His fenfual Defires, like Tinder, be-
came immediately enflamed. Hurl'd
on by his brutal Paffion, he did not
lcruple to exercife Violence to fatisfy

(.
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it. In vain did the unfortunate
Ttecasre put forth her Crigs! her
Sighs, Tears, and utmoft Efforts
could not prelerve herfelf from the
Brutality of this holy Villain.

The Pleafures which he received
were fo far from leflening his brutal
Rage, that they ferved but to in-
creafe 1ts Ardor.

Treodore was threatened with be-
ing fhamefully turned out of the
Convent, if fhe did not confefs the
Motives of her Difguife; fhe there-

fore declared the whole Story.

The Father General could not
without Jealoufy be informed of
his having aRival tenderly beloved;
he therefore conceived a Scheme of
fending him to another Convent;
but a Doubt arofe, whether Theo-
dore would confent to continue there
if Bajilveas {ent to another Monaftry.
The Evil wasirrevarable; therefore

| Tb{’ﬁ*«:ﬁ’{'f
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Theodore determined it thould remain
2 Secret to her Bafil; but this was
on Condition that the Father Gene-
ral would engage to keep what he
had learned from her an entire Se-
cret. Thefe were the Articles agréed

upon, which were by both Parties
exaltly performed.

Bafil thought himfelf very happy;
and how 1ndeed could he fulpe&
that his young Miftrefs was under
the cruel Neceflity of beftowing
fome of her Favours upon an odinus
Rival. But fhe is not yet arrived to
the Summit of her Misforiunes.

The Father Inquifitor, and the

Prior of the Convent, entertained
the fame Sufpicions which thz Fa-
ther General had done, concerning

which they were determined to be
{at:sfied.

Whait an Addition to the Misfor-
tuncs of the miferable Clara! Be-
hold



[ 166 |
held her then the Obje&t of the
Luaft of three villainous Friars, with

whode infamous Defires fhe was by
tnms 0thed to comply.

This criminal Commerce, which
lafted above a Year, was at laft in-
terrupted by an Accident which was
in the Courfe of Nature. Our young
Brother Theodore was about to be-
come a Mother; but 1t was not anea-
{y Matter to guefs who was the Fa-
ther of the Child with which fhe
was pregnant.  Ba#/ however had
the Honour of bemcr appointed the

Father; notw nhﬁandmg the Father
General, the Inguifitor, and the
Prior, had cach cf them a Right to
conteft that Title. But they gene-

rouily affigned to the credulous Ba-
71! the whole Glory attending 1.

Let us now return to our feignec
Brother Thcodsre, who for lome
Months had been reported to be 1!
of 2 Dropfy; but fthe was pretty

ve]l

/
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well fatished »7 obtamning a ipeedy
Cure.

It was now become neceflary for
hev to keep her Bed for fome Time;
and you may depend on 1t all pofit-
ble Care was taken of a Perfon {o
loved by her Superiors, whofe Ten-
dernefs (he had fo dearly purchaled
by her Favours. But we are now
pretty near arrived at the moit ex-
tracrdinary Part of her Adventures.

The beautiful Clara was f{o far
advanced in her Pregnancy that the
had but fix Weeks to reckon. This
was a Subject of Inquietude for her
ind the unfortunate Bafi/. He en-
rreated Permiifion to be always pre-
teat with the young Brother 7ieo-
qcre. 'This Favour was granted him;
but he was a Stranger to the private
Reafons of the Superiors for com-
piving with his Requelt; and he
was {o happy as to be always 1gno-
rant of then.

But
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But an Adventure was about to
arrive, which was to fecure his Hap-

pinefs, and that of his young Mif-
trefs.

A Dominican Friar, named D¢/-
{ra, of St. Sebaflian, Uncle to the
fair Clara, came to Rome to follicit
a Favour from his General. A
Chamber was given him adjoining
to the Infirmary, wherein ;was the
pretended Theodore. Being informed
he was a Spaniard, he thought it
was his Duty to pay her a Vifit,
hearing the was extremely ill.

Nobody but Baft/ was in the In-
firmary, attached to the Bed-fide
of his young Miftrefs, who, will
fpeedily afflume her former Name;
for this Spanifb Friar, who was come
to vifit her, had hardly caft his
Eyes upon her, but tranfported with

Joy, he ran and threw his Arms
round her Neck.

Ah!
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Ah! my dear Niece, cried he,
how great is my Surprize! may I
rely upon the Declaration of my
Eyes? What, my unfortunate Clara!l
is it you thatI behold again? Into
what an Abyfs of Defpair have you
plunged your Parents by your Flight?
Tell me then the Reafon of your
Difguife? I cannot recover from
my’ Aftonifhment! Are thefe the
[llufions of a Dream that deceive
me, or, is it real? To find you too
in a Convent of our Order! Uns
ravel to me all thefe Myfteries ?

The Trouble with which this

Friar was agitated, would not fuffer
any Connection 1n his Difcourfe.
He waited for an Anfwer from _his
Niece! but the Confufion fhe was
m, deprived her of the Power of
utrering a fingle Word. Her Face
was prefently covered with Tears,
and the could anfiver but with
sighs,  Her Uncle, affeted with

| I her
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her Behaviour, could not refrpin
from Tears ; but how great was hi.
I'motions encreafed when the un-

fortunate Bafi/, weeping, threw
hunfelf at hlS F cet! |

You behold fald he, my reverend
Father, two unfortunate Victims of
Lovet . It was the Artlﬁccs of our
cruel Parents that has given Birth
to all: the Misfdrtunes: your Niece
gnd I have laboured under. He
then recited. his own Adventures,
and thofe of the fair Spaniard. He
thought it would have been impru-
dent to conceal any Thing from
Clara's Uncle, becaufe he did not
doubt but he wouid endeavour to

ieviate their Misfortunes.

Well, replied Deltra, I will do
my utmoft to make ye happy. This
very Day I will apply to the Father
General, and the Father Inquifitor,
m vour Behalt. Dryup your Tears,
Coufin, continued he, and be aﬁu]rc,d

ti1at
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that a Fortnight fhall not pass, be-

fore you are the Hufband of your
Lover. -

The miferable Candition I behold

you 1n, hinders me from venting
on you the Reproaches you de-
ferve; therefore we will let that
Subject drop, and think of nothing
but to eraze the Blots which you
have made upon your Honour.

Oh! my dear Uncle, cried fhe,
taking hold of one of his Hands,
which the had bedewed with her
Tears; I believe it is Heaven itfelf
that has conducted you hither, to
put an End to my Misfortunes. It
5 to you alone that I thall owe the
Happinefs of my Life. Every Mo-
ment of it therefore thall be em-
oloyed in teftifying the Senie of
my Acknowledgment. Bafil too,
on his Part, returned fuch Thanks
s were the Overflowings of a grate-
iul Heart.

I2 The
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~ 'The Spanifb Friar {aid, he would

interceed with the IFather General,
and the Father Inquifitor ; he might
have added the Father Prior, if he
had been acquainted with the pri-
vate Reafons why thefe three Friars
ought to have confented to the Fe-
licity of his amiable Niece. But
fhe took Care to keep that Part of
her Adventures a profound Secret:
She alfo continued to let Bafi/ re-
main ignorant of 1t, becaufe it might
perhaps have abated his Ardor, if he
had known that any other Perfon
befides himfelf had received Favours
from the beautiful Spaniard.

The Motion which her Uncle
made, had the defired Effeé&t: His

Niece was that Day removed pri-
vately to the Houfe of a Tradefman,
where the was brought to Bed, and

Bafil was declared the Father of the
Child.

He
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He wanted next to obtain the Ab-
{olution of his Vows. The counter-
feit Letters that I have already men-
tioned were produced, which alone
were fufficient to difplay the trea-
cherous Dealings of their Parents.
At length Baf:/ obtained Abfolution;
was permitted to ftrip off his Capu-
chin; and that very Week he was
married to the fair Clara. They
then retired to St. Sebaffian, where
Clara’s Friends refided, obtained
their Pardon, and their Bleffing, ang
fpent the Remainder of their Days
in a State of uninterrupted Happi-
nefs,
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MUSINOT and MANNOA.

A

French N OV E L.

Friar of the Order of St. Ds-
minie, named Mufinct, had
for many Years executed with Zeal
the pious Oifice of a Diretor, /i-
erne 10 Dauplbine, was the Place
where he exercifed his holy Mini-
ftry; under the deceitful Mafk of
the moft extraordinary Piety, he
had fo firmly eftablifthed a good Re-
putation, that there was not a Per-
fon in the whole City who had not
been the Dupe of his Hippocrify.

There
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There was not a Devotee but
would have rejoiced to have this
holy Father for a Director. He was
cvery where reverenced as a Sant,
and confulted as an Oracle. But
this pious Hippocrite was not born

with an Heart infenfible of the At-

trations of Pleafure.

A young Girl, named Mannca,
became his favourite Devotee. As
he perfectly knew the gentle Inno-
cence of this young Female, he wis
Afraid to terrify her with bold Pro-
pofitions at firft, Mannoa was fen-
fible and virtuous, and a mere Tri-~
fle would fuflice to alarm her inhe-
rent Modefty. Her Diretor was
therefore extremely careful to con-
ceal the criminal Defigns he had
conceived againft her Virtue. He
at firft contented himfelf with being:
often in her Company,‘ and conver-
fing with her; in which Converfati-
ons he frequently declared that for

| I 4 Perfons
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Perfons to expote themfelves to Scan-
dal was exquifitely criminal, and
that a Fault committed in private
carries half its Pardon along with

T
dte

His young Devotee did not at
firt comprehend the Senfe of this
Moral; but when her Dire&or
thought he had worked her up to
a proper Pitch, he did not hefitate
to exprefs himfelf in lefs obfeure
‘Terms.

He complimented her on her
Beauty, and even declared to her
the Impreflions 1t had made on
him. How, faid he, could I defend
myfelf from loving you? Are not
you the Workmanfthip of the Hands
of God? Thofe Charmswhich he
has fo profufely given yau ought
certainly to be admired. But you
know, my dear Child, added he,
that Ingratitude is a moft adious

Vice. Tell me, may I flatter my-
felt
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felf that my Love will meet with
jome Return? What Return can
you expect from me? replied fhe;
you are not infenfible that the La-
bour of my Hands is the only Pro-
vifion for myfelf and my Mother?
True, refumed the Friar. I know
the Narrownefs of your Circum-
ftances, and I promife you that I
will be generous and affift you; if
you, ‘in return will only promife to
love me. Oh! that I will with all
my Heart, replied this innocent A4g-
nes, if you will but give me In-
{truttions ; for how fhould I that
am but fourteen Years of Age,
know how it is to love ?

Well, well, my dear Child, re-
fumed the pious Friar, it fhall he
my Bufinefs to teach you; and pro-
vided that you are but docile, I
will engage that you fhall make 2

great Progrefs in a very little Time:
| will this very Day make you a

Vifit; but, tell me, is not your Mo-
I s ther
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ther fometimes from Home? Hardl
ever, replied fhe; but, what does
it fignify whether fhe is, or is not;
you cannot furely be unwilling that
the fthould hearken to your Inftructi-
ons; for Iam well affured that your
Reverence would net think of giv-

ing me any but what was very
wholefome.

I hope you do not doubt it, re-
fumed he; but I have, nevertheless,
fome particular Reafons why I ra-
ther choofe to inftru¢t you in pri-
vate : But we will talk of that ano-
ther Time. Adieu, mydear Child;
if I can {pare Time I will make you
a Vifit prefently, which fhall be
preceded by a Prefent which I intend
to fend you.

He was as good as his Word; he
caufed a Purchafe to be made of
fome Linnen and other Cloaths,
which was remitted to his young
Devotee the fame Day. But. her

MOtheI"
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Mother, who knew the Danger. of
receiving Prefents from¥'riars, would
not fuffer her Daughter to accept

1

of it. .. C N

The innocent Mannoa, who knew
very little of the World, could not
obey her Mother wiihout mutter-
ing. The Prefent was however re-
turned by the Bearer, to the Petfon
who fent it. He had the Affurance
to come and afk the Reafon of their
Refufal; Mannoa’s Mother made
the following Reply.

My Child, holy Father, is great-
ly obliged to you for the Prefent
you have had the Bouuty to fend
her ; but you know how flanderous,
how cenforious the World 1s. If
Mannoa fhould appear in an Habit
above her Condition, every body
will be wondering how the came by
it ; thould it be alledged that her
DireCtor gave i1t her; the Reply
will be, Is it cuftomary for Direc-

I16 tors
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tors to make temporal Prefents tq
their Devotets¢ And I will leavc
you to judge whata deal of Babbling
and Tittle-tattle will enfue.

“You judge right, replied the Di-
reCtor, and 1 confefs you cannot be
too much commended for your Dif-
mtereftednefs; but I know many
Perfons, extremely delicate 1n point
of Honour, who differ widely from
you in their Sentiments. I do not,
replied Mannoa’s Mother, endeavour

to convince you, that I am in the
Right ; but neverthelefs fuch is my

Method of thinking; which I do
infit my Daughter {hall conform
10.

Depend on it, replied the Friar,
‘chagrin’d at the 1ll Succefs of his
fir® Bait, I fhall not endeavour to
perfuade your Daughter to alt the
Part of a difobedient Child.

As
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As this was a Language not very
agreeable to the DireCtor, he made
but a very fhort Vifit: After fome
Minutes Converfation on different
Subjects, he departed very diffatis-
fied with the Reception they had
given him. But he was too expert
in Affairs of Gallantry to be 1igno-
rant of other Methods proper to re-
duce to Prattice. He had frequent
Opportunities of converfing with
the young Mannea ; and he knew
very well how to make her forget
the wife Leflons her Mother had
taught her,

He was {o well verfed in the Art
of Gallantry, that he found it no
very difficult Matter to make her
fall in the Snare which he had laid
for her Innocence. And what con-
tributed to his Succefs was, that
her Mother departed this Life at

the very Time when her Advice and
Inftruc-
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Inftructions were the moft necef~

fary.

- Being her own Miftrefs, the was
at full Liberty to aét as fhe thought
proper. Prefently after the became
the 1nnocent Vié¢tim of a ravenous
‘Wolf. After her Mother’s Death,
the propofed to go :to Service, to
wait on a Lady; but her DireCtor
dif"uaded her from it, promifed to
hire a Chamber for her, and that
he would make her frequent Vifits.

Oh! he was avery religious Man,
followed the Dictates of his Zeal,
and over-flowing with Charity for a
poor diftrefled Orphan, went him-

felf to do her thofe tender Offices
which fhe fometimes ftood 1n need

of.

But in a few Months Time Man-
noa beheld herfelf laden with the

thameful Tokens of a criminal Com-
merce with her Diretor. She ac-
quainted
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quainted him with it; but inftead
of feeming afflicted at it, he gave
her Joy of her Conception, telling
her that the ought to think herfelf
extremely  forténate, - becaufe it
would encreafe his Efteem for her.
He advifed her however to confine
herfelf at Home as much as fhe
could. She followed his Advice;
but if the did not make any Vifits,
the received fome which the had
very little Reafon to expect.

Her Dire@or was indifcrete e-
nough to acquaint one of his Bre-
thren with his Intrigue. This Bro-
ther of his wanted to partake of the
fair- Mannoa’s Favours; he therefore
went to fee her, and acquainted her
that he was not a Stranger to the
Happinef(s -his Brother' enjoyed in
her Company. Itwas in vain for
Mannoa to attempt to deny this
Allegation. This cufining Friar was
{0 well verfed in the Art of Intrigue,
that he prefently obtained the whole
- Secret.
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Secret. But fhe earneftly requefted
him not to deftroy her Reputation :
He promifed her the utmoft Secre-
cy; but this Promife was not to be
had without a valuable Confidera-
tion. She therefore thought herfelf
obliged to comply with his Terms;

and fuch Compliance produced de-
plorable Effects.

- This fecond Friar, whom fhe had
obliged by Proftitution, was not con-
tented with a fingle Vifit; he wanted
to cnjoy the fame Privileges that
his Brother did; but to prevent
any Quarrelling or Uneafinefs, he
thought proper to keep it a Seeret.
He therefore took particular Care
to conceal the Vifits he made his
voung Miftrefs ; but all his Precau-
tions were of no Effe&. The en-
raged DireCtor was informed of his
Devotce’s Infidelity. His Anger was
at firft {o violent, that he refolved to
facrifice her to. his jealous Fury;
but afterwards his own Security 1n-

{pired
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pired him with a more moderatc
Defign ; therefore, without any thew
of Vengeance, he was determined to
infli& a very fevere Punifhment on
the inconftant Mannoa; and he
thought no Method fo effetual as

to abandon her to her hard Fate.

Eight Days elapfed without his
condefcending to pay her a fingle
Vifit, in order to make his Abfence
the more infupportable. This fo
greatly affected her, that it was not
in the Power of any Perfon to af-
tord her -the leaft Confolation. He
{poke to his Brother Friar, his fecret
Rival, and confefled to him that
the Motive which engaged him to
deprive himfelf of Mannoa’s Com-
pany was, that fhe was in a Condition
which would prefently difcover 1t-
{elf. In thort he told him that this
young Girl was greatly advanced
in her Pregnancy, and would quick-
ly become a Mother ; that he thould
be conftrued the Father of the Child,

if
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if he continued his afliduous Vifii..
The Friar, whom he thus made
his Confidant, thought it neceffary to
follow his Brother's Example, for
the very fame Reafons; by this
means the miferable Mannoa was
unfortunately abandoned to Defpair;
at that very Time, when fhe had
the greateft Occafion of Affiftance,
there was not a fingle Perfon about
her to alleviate her Mifery. Over-
whelmed with the moft poignant

Grief, Tears guthed continually
from her Eyes. At length fhe re-

ceived a Letter from cruel Mu/ot,
which added to the Horror of her
Condition. The Letter was as fol-
lows.

« T would have continued to
“ thower my Benefits on you, had
“ you continued to deferve it. But
“ do not flatter yourfelf that my
““ Compaffion fhall ever intereft it-
“ felf again in your Favour. Ican-

‘“ not but reproach myfelf for hav-
| “ 1ng
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*« ing been fo long the Dupe of
‘“ your vile Artifices. Henceforth
““ | fhall take a Pleafure 1n your
‘“ Tears. Adieu, endeavour to for-
‘“ get me; I fhall no longer think
“ of you, but as a Perfon highly
‘“ deferving my Hatred and Indig-
‘“ pation.”

This was the barbarous Letter
which the unfortunate Mannoa re-
ceived from her Director. By firi-
king Tokens of the moft fincere Re-
pentance fhe ftrove to difarm him
of his Anger. She wrote him fe-
veral Letters in the moft tender and
affetionate Terms ; but he never
vouchfafed to anfwer any of them.
The inexorable Mufinot continued
obitinate in his Refentment, while
the unfortunate Mannor, who had
been the Sacrifice of his brutal Pai-
fion, was almoft perifhing, without {o
much as a fingle Perfon to lend her
any helping Hand ; and what aug-
mented her Misfortune was, that

{he
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fhe could not conceal the thameful
Marks of her qunmy. ixaﬁveratcd
with the Cruelty of him who had

feduced her, the wrote him the
following Letter.
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“ It 1s not your Love that I de-
fire to plead in my Behalf; 1
will even confefs that I am un-
worthy of it; and yet it is your
Indifcretion alone that has made
me guilty of thole Crimes with
which you reproach me; for
why did you not conceal from
your Friend, the Compliances

““ you had feduced me to: But,

£

fuppofing me to be unworthy of

‘“ your Affection, atleaft permit me
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to implore your Compafiion. Do
you forget the Proof I bear about
me of your tender Paflion: You
are not ignorant ‘'of my Condi-
tion, and therefore know how
much I ftand in need of your
Affitance. Do not refufe it me,
and abandon me wholly, to De-

“ {pair:
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« fpair: You atre fenfible that 1t is
¢ in my P()Wﬂl'.to l'llifl you; d,O
« not force me then to. do you an
« Injury which I am far from de-
« figning. If you regard your own
« Interefl; you will not flight the
“ Advice which. flows from my
«« Tendernefs, but' confider what
““ you muft {uffer from my juft Re-
“ fentment, if you do not exercife
« the Affe¢tion:of a Father towards
¢« the dear Infant I am about to
1 bring into the World.”

Mannoa did not doubt but that
this Letter would have a happy
Succefs; for fthe knew that this Hip-
pocrite who had feduced her, had
nothing fo much at Heart as the
Care of his Reputation, which he
preferved by external Shews of the
moft unexampled Piety. He was
indeed intimidated with the mena-
cing Letter, but his Fear infpired
him with the moft barbarous In-
tent. He returned an Anfwer to

Mannca's
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Mannoa’s Letter, . full of the moit

convincing Marks of unaffected
Tendernefs.

He told her that his Anger could
not defend itfelf againft the Aflur-
ances fhe had given him of a fincere
Repentance; that the had again
found an Entrance into his Heart;
and that fhe fthould prefently find
the Effe&s of it. He condluded his
Letter with afluring her, ' that if he
could find a leifure Hour "in the
Day, he would embrace it to come
and reconcile Matters betwixt them.

He Went,' 'tis true, but only with
Intent to enfure the Sucdefs:of the
inhuman: Vengeance he meditatea.
The tender Receptian of Mannoa
was not capable of foftening the
Bartamty of his Heart. As foon as
he entered her Chamber, the threw
herfelf at his Feet, and bathed them
with her Tears.

May
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May I be afiured, faid fhe, that

you have forgiven me, and that I
have again {ome Share in your Af-
fcé’ucmsp Alas! how have I taken
to Heart the Tokens you have given
me of your Indifference, which is
more horrible to me than Death
itfelf ' 'What Tears and Sighs has
it not coft me. Well, my pretty
Child, replied. the: Traitor, ready to
{mother hér with feigned Careffes,
if my Love be dear to you, affure
yourfelf that you have the {ole Pof-
feflion of my Heart; and. that no-
thing thall ever b¢ able teo dinvinith
the Ardor of my Pafhon. . I confefs,
added he, 'that I alone amn. the Au-
thor of the Muistortunes -which 1
have accufed you of; for 'T did not
imagine that tne Perfon whom I
made my Confidant, would become
my Rival. But let us entirely for-
frel: what is pait, and wnk of no-

thmcr now but to taite the Pleafures
of
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of a fincere and tender Reconci.
hation.

How could Mannoe defend her-
{elf from fuch feducive Language.

Tranfported with Joy, fhe threw
her Arms round the Neck of this
abandoned Villain, and gave him 2
thoufand Proofs of the moit fenfi-
ble Acknowledgment. He returned
thefe Carefles in the moft paffionatc
and affeCting Manner, in order to
convince the unfortunate Mannsa,
that all Refentment was entirely
vanithed. But this was the lait

Vifit he intended to make her; he
extorted a2 Promife from her that

ithe would come to fee him In his
Chamber the next Day; and the
Reafon he gave to engage her to
comply with his Requeft, was, thar
in her Condition his Reputation
would be endangered, fhould he
continue to vifit her at Home. You

need, faid he, only come to Churcgh
I
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i the Duik of the Evenmg; and
whillt our Nuns are at the Refec-
tory, I will conduct you to my Cell.
To-morrow then I fhall expett to
fce you at fix 0'Clock in the Even-
inz; and pray take care not to weary
my Impatience.  He defired fhe
would be obedient to his Delfires.
Adieu, my dear Child, then faid he,
it 1s with Regret that I part from
you; and my only Confolation is
the Affurance you have given me,
that T {hall prefently have the IHap-
pincds of feeing you agati.

Unfortunately for her, fhe was but
o exact i periorming the Promife
fhe had made nm. Blinded by her
Patfion, the waited with Impatience
ior the fatal Moment which was to
cCle@ her Ruin. The Clock firuck
~ix; fhe ran with a Lover's hatle to
the Place of Randezvous.

The cruel Mufinct came to meet

1 . »
her; and, as he had promiicd, ¢in-

K oo
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ducted her privately into his Cham-
bar. He delayed the Execution of
his barbarous Defign till he thoughr
his Brethren the Friars were in g
profound Sleep. His brutal Pafiion
however, would not fuffer him to
act an idle Part in the intermediate
Space. Several times did he glut
his beftial Luft upon the unfortunate
Victim of his Cruelty. At Length
the profound Silence which reigned
in the Convent, acquainted him that
the Moment was arrived wherein
he could without Danger purfue his
horrid Purpofe. Under Pretence of
eafing himfelf by a natural Evacua-
tion, he tore himfelf from her Arms,
leaped out of the Bed, armed him-
felf with a Poniard, and had the
Barbarity to plunge it feveral Times
in the Breaft of her who had but
juft fatiated his infamous Defires.

Such was the deplorable Fate of
the unfortunate Mannoa. The Vil-

lain having deprived her of Life,
threw
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threw her Body into the Rbone.
By the Help of a large Quantity of
Water, which he had provided for
that Purpole, he wafthed off all
the Traces of Blood which had been
thed in his Chamber ; but it was
not in his Power to wath off that
which was imprinted on the Wall
that faced the River. A few Days
after this Murder was committed,
two Sailors happened to fee the Body
of this unfortunate Girl floating up-
on the Surface of the Water; they
took 1t into their Boat, and went into
the City to make their Report to
the Judges, who put every Method
in Pra&ice to difcover the Author
of this inhuman Murder.

Mufinot however thought him-
felf very fecure; for carrying about
him fuch an external thew of San-
¢ty, by which he had acquired an
high Reputation in the City, he did
not imagine he fhould be fufpelted.
But Heaven would not fuffer fuch

K 2 abominable
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abommable Crimes to go unpunifh-
ed. Some Pcrfon perceiving the
Marks which the Blood had made
upon the Wall, as I have before
obferved, the Judses were fum-
moned to look at it, and thereupou

erew very fulpicious.  Mufinor's
Chamber was wvifited, and his Bed

being found bloody, he was feized
and thut up i a Dungeon. It
would notwithftanding have been
very diflicult to convi¢t him of the
Murder he had been guilty of, if
Mannoca's laft Letter had not been
found among his Papers. This
Letter was prefented to him, at
which he fuddenly grew exceedmng
pale: He was legally examined and
committed to the Prifon of Grei-
chle. The Judges, after having exa-
mined the Informations lodged a-
canft him, condemned him to I:uf'-
for an 1ZGOMINIOUS Deatn. Beforc
his Execution, he not only confel-
fed this latt Crime he had becn
guilty of, but a Thoufand other

abominable
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shominable Tranfa&ions, which one
would tbink the very worft of Man-
kind could not poflibly be guiity of.
The Sentence pronounced againgt
him was then executed, which was
far inadequate to the Punithment he
Gelerved.
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ﬁ————-—————___._____‘_—.‘-'
g,

The Enterpriﬁn o FRIARS,

A

French N O VE L.

HE two Heroes, whofe Ad-
ventures I am about to re-

late, were born at Caen in Normandy :
A Conformity of Temper and Incli-
nation united them in their Infancy
with the frrfteft Ties of Iriend-
fhip. They had hardly attained
their eighth Year when they were
fent to the College, and both of
them were under the Tuition of
one Mafter. I know not whether
they made any very great Progrefs
in their Studies; but this I am fure
of, that the Occupation theyv af-
terwards
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rwards followed did not require
any Profundity of Learning.  Onc
of thefe Friends had an Uncle a Ca-
nuchin Friar, whom he often vifit-
cd. The continual Elogiums which
he made upon his holy Order, crea-
wed in his Nephew a Defire to em-
brace it ; but before he acquainted
his Parents with his Intent, he de-
clared his Sentiments to his Friend;
his Friend approved of his Defizn,
and told him, that having no great
Inclination for the Plealurces of the
World, he {hould himfelf be wil-
ling to enter into a religious State;
but added, he fhould chufe to be
received into an Order lefs auftere
and rigid than that which his Friend
{poke of. For, faid he, you are very
fenfible that it is extremely difficult

for Nature to comply with fuch a
Kind of Life.

You are greatly in an Error, re-
plied his Friend : For I fuppofe you
lmagise that the auftere Appear-

K 4 ANCEN
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ances of Sanctity which terrify va,
are not accompanied with any Kind
ef Pleafure. You think that thete
noly athers talk of nothing but
raiting, Iifcipiine, and l’cnanu
S ‘*_}.s ve e, they are no greatey
Y remics to Diverfion than any othcy
}"c:;p!':: But fer your far ther Satis-
ioction, 1 would have you {peak to
my Ul el on tis Subect, Come,
ftous meke himoa Vifie togcther,
and then veu will agree witn me
t”:!.t the Liww in Fatnua enjoy an
hap pi.....r Lot than any other Friaes
of the Church of God.

This Propofal was agreed to; the
two I'riends went together to fee the
holy Man who was to confirm them
in their Vocauion.  His Eloquence
was perinafive, and he added to his
fiolv Order two zealous Prof Eh tes.
Tn*—*v carneftlv requefted to be ‘clad
in the Reheot St. Francis; but this
wae a Faveour not to e obtamed
3th b}. a fervent Perieverance 1n

ther
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their Duty ; and it was almofl two
Years before they were received to
the Nouiciate  Here 1t was that they
aCGly e Art of Diffimulation.
they perceived that to infinuate
themitlve: into the good Graces of
their Superiors, 1t was ncceflary to
affe&t Piety and Modcelty.  They
fubje€ted themfelves to this dif=
aorceable  Conftraint  during  the
Time of their Probation, imagining
that after their Noviciate, they thould
both bc admitted into the f{ame
Convent; but they werc greatly dif-
appointed. The Superiors did not
think proper to comply with their
Requelts. Brother Cherubin, and
Brother Seraphin were obliged to
take their Leave of each other.
They promifed however to allevi-
ate the Woces of Abfence by an
epiftolary Correfpondence, and they
were as good as their Word.

But let us pafs in Silence the
Years which pafled till the Time of
K g their
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their Re-union. Both of them hay.
ing attained a fufficient Quantity of
Beard to become venerable Fathers,
they were fent to Paris to ftudy
Theology. But Pleafure engroffed
a greater Part of their Time than
Study.

It was an eafy Matter for our two
young Capuchins, who often ob-
tained Permifiion to go out toge-
ther, to carry on fome entertaining
Intrigues: But the Time at Length

arrived when they were to make the
moft brilliant Conquefls.

Their Father Guardian fent them

to feveral Villages within three or
four Leagues of Paris, to make a
* Queft. Love, who directed their
Paths, conduced them to the
Houfe of a rich Farmer, where they
met with extraordinary good Fare;
but they paid very dear for it at the
End, for it coft them their lofs of

Liberty. But how could they de-
fend

* To make a gathering for the monaftery.
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fend themfelves againft thofe charm-
ing Objects which were prefenced
to their View.

They were two beautiful Paris
{ians, whom it was impofiible to
behold, and not enter into Capti-
vity; gazing at them they. forgot
their Hunger and Thirft. The
Farmer, in vain, entreated them to .
it down to Table. Love kept them
hovering round thefe two amiable
Creatures, who on the other Hand
rejoiced at the Triumph their
Charms had gained over the Hearts
of the two Capuchin Lovers. As
they were not accuftomed to make
a Parade of rigid Virtue, they werc
not offended at the precipitate De-
clarations that were made to them:
They even anfwered them .in fuch
tender Terms, as to make the
young Capuchins think themfelves
almoft fure of Succefs. They want-
ed nothing then but a Tere 2 Téte.
¥For which Purpofe they applied o

~ K6 the



| 204 ]
the l'armer to grant them a Lodg-
ing, teiling him that they were ex-
tremely fatigued ; that Night ap-
proached, and that they were afraid
they fhould not be able to reach the
next Village. The hofpitable Far-
mer granted their Petition, and
thought himfelf obliged to them
for condefcending to be under his
Roof; for he did not doubt but it
was a Kind of Benedittion to
an Houle to entertain fuch holy
Perfons. We f{hall prefently fee
what (anCtified Creatures thoie were

to wnom they granted {o favourable
] Rcception.

During the Time of the Repatt,
it was with Dithenity that they
could conceal the Vioience of therr
Pailion ; and whnen it was ended, 4
Wulk was propofed. They ima-
cined that as the Farmer nad been
ﬁltigu::d with the Labours of the
Day, he would not defire to ac-
company them; and this was -

5 deed
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deed the Reafon he alledged to ex-
cufe himfelt from taking a Walk
with his new Vifitors; but the
young Girls, who had not fuch Ex-
cufe to make, very readily confent-
ed to join in the Company of thofe
Reverend Fathers.

The Capuchins, and the young
Females were equally impatient for
for this Téte @ Téte. And it may
eafily be conjectured there was no
Time loft on either Side. Faith,
Ladies, faid Brother Cherubin, my
Friend and I are happier than we
could pofitbly expect; for we did
not think we thould have the good
Fortune to find too fuch beautiful
Angels, of whom Penus herfelf
might borrow Graces. Hold, Re-
verend Father, replied one of the
young Damfels, named Catbaut, do
not attack our Modefty thus: I and
my Compamion are very fenfible
that our {lender Perfe&ions do not

merit thefe high Encomiums.  In-
deed,
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deed, reflumed the fame Capuchin.
you are the two moft charming Ob-
jects that ever prefented themfelves
to the Eyes of Mortals ; and I doubt
not but you have a thoufand young
Gentlemen enamoured with your
Beauty. Permit us then to add to the
Number of thefe happy Captives.
Suffer us to become your humble
Servants. But, Father, replied Mifs
avotte, for that was the Name of
the other young Girl, what do you
mean by the Services you offer us?
Tolove you, with all our Hearts, re-
plied the paflionate Brother Serapbin,
which, it you doubt it, I will give
you the moft convincing Proofs of.
You need not do that, replied
Favotte, we will rely upon your
Word. But, refumed Brother Sera-
phin, To-morrow perhaps we fhall
be obliged to take our Leaves; tell
me, may we hope to have the Plea-
fure of your Company at Paris.
But, replied, Mifs Catbaut, will not
the World cenfure us when they

perceive
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perceive we are vifited by two Ca-
puchins. If that is your only Ob-
jection, replied Brother Cherubin, it
is eafily removed. We will con-
tent ourfelves with making you
fome private nocturnal Vifits, which
we will begin, if you pleafe, as foon
as we return to Paris.

This Propofition could not fail of
meeting with a favourable Ear from
the two young Parifians; they faid
they were extremely willing to ac-
cept of their tender Vifits, but not
without conditional Articles. It is
not to be fuppofed that thefe young
Females were willing to accept of
Vifits from which no Advantage
could be reaped, and therefore
wanted to be further fatished in
that Particular. It was concluded
that the two Brother Capuchins
thould fend them in Part of their
Queft-Money. This Agreement be-
ing made, their next Bufinefs was

to travel to collet more Catfh, to
enrich
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enrich their new Miflrefics, who
were the next Day to return to
Paris. And they bad the Cruelty
to part from our holy Brothers with-
out granting them any Favours, as
they were then incapable of advan-
cing the Price of them. They
were therefore oblized to content
‘themfelves with the pleafing Ex-
petations of an approaching Feli-
citv; in Confideration of which,
they exerted their utmoft Efforts to
reap a glorious Harvett.

Fifteen Days were fpent in col-
lecting about the Country, in which
Time they procured a large Sum of
Money. One Part of their Queft
(which w= may fuppofe not to be
the largeft) was intended for the
Convent, and left at a Farm Houle;
and the other Part which they re-
ferved for their own private Plea-
fures, was fent to their young Mif-
trefies, who were informed by their
Prefents of the Approach of their

Lovers,
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Lovers, and to difpofe themfelves
to gain them a favourable Recep-

t1011.

Supper was haftily provided; and,
Thanks to the generous Brother
Queftors, it was a moft excellent
Repaft. As foon as 1t was dark,
the Capuchins repaired with Speed
where Love had fummoned them.
The Regale which waited for them
was far lefs agreeable to them than
the paflionate Carefles they received
from their fair Miftrefles. They
{at down to Table, and great was
the Joy which animated the Re-
paft. If what the Song fays be
true, that

Des Charmes,
Sans Allarmes,

Soiant pour des Amans bonveurs:

it was impoflible to enjoy more
Happinei?s then the pious Brothers
did, and they drank like Fifhes;

but
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but vet their Miftrefles out-did
them 1n the Rites of Bacchus. In-
toxicated with Love and Wine,
from the Table they were received
into the Arms of their lovely Angels,
not apprehending any dangerous
Confcquences. They enjoyed the
Blifs which Love beftows, and then
Morpbeus compleated their Happi-
nefs. Three Days and three Nights
were not {ufficient to allay the amo-
rous Tranfports ; but it was now high
Time to think of returning to their
Convent; a longer Abfence would
have caufed them to be fufpected
by their Superiors : Therefore, after
promifing their Miftrefles a {peedy
Return, they tore themfelves from
their Arms and went to the Farm-
Houfe where they had left a Part
of their Queft-Money.

They were very fenfible that the
{fmall Colle@ion they had made for

the Convent would not procure

them a very gracious Reception
from
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irom the Father Guardian; but
fatisfied with the Happinefs they
had enjoyed, they would every Day
he willing to merit his Reproaches
by the fame Means. They detain-
ed fome of the colle¢ted Money for
their own Ufe. They were too well
acquainted with the Difpofition of
their Ladies to expect any Favours
gratis; they knew they could not
be had without a valuable Confide-
ration ; and they were fo paffionate-
ly fond of their fair Nymphs, that
they thought they could not pur-
chafe their Embraces at too dear a
Rate. Their Stock of Cath was
not inexhauftible, but while it laft-
ed they fet no Bounds to their Fe-
licity. Under various Pretences
they frequently obtained Permiffion
to go out of the Convent ; fometimes
they got out by Stealth; and they
never failed to devote all the Time
they could to Love. But this Po-
verty was now about to become an
Obftacle to their tender Withes.

They
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They were told by their dear Char-
mers, that their Vifits would for
the future be deemed tmpertinent
and troublefome, it they did not

bring a Welcome in their Pockets.

This was a terrible Blow upon
them ; and what Remedy to {eck
they ccuid not tell. However, cach
Perfon retired to their refpective
Chamber to confider what Ceurle
to take.

At the Expiration of ten Days,
Brother Cherubin went to his Friend's
Chamber to acquaint him with a
Defign that Love had infpired him
with, which he thought would en-
{uire them theSuccefs of their Delires.
Ah! my dear Brother, faid he, our
Happineis is compleat, and nothing
can ever be able to interrupt 1t.~—
Thefe are flattering Hopes you give
me, replicd Brother Seraflin, but |
fear.—INo, no, refumed his Friend,
interrupting  him,  fear nothing

Ry
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hear what I'have to fay to you, and
you will be convinced that the
Scheme which I have to propofe to
you, cannot fail of rendering us
happy. Thou wouldeft without
doubt, added he, be glad to pafs
thy Days with the beautiful Fa-
notte, and I {hould be equally {o to
enjoy continually the Company of
the charming Cathaut. Well, what
muft we do to obtain the Pofleflion
of them? Let us efcape with them
mto Ewngland : Perhaps you ima-
gine 1t will not be an cafy Matter
to perfuade them to go along with
us, tat in that you are miftaken.
You know that if we can but qaz-
<le their Eves with fome Hundreds
of Louss D’Ors, they will not be
unwilling to accompany us. Well !
I have mvented an infallible Me-
thod to procure that Sum: It is
tius: You know that Ican forge
A Manner of Writimg. I will then
counterieit that of the Father Guar-
dian, I will draw a Bill, payuble

to
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to the Porter, which fhall be direé-
ed to our Mother, the Depofitary of
the Money of the Convent. Tell

me, do you think fhe would hefi-
tate to pay fuch a Draft? For my
Part, 1 do not think the would.
But, refumed his Friend, conii-
der our Monaftic Harnefs, how thall
we be able to preferve ourfelves in
our Flight. That Difficulty is eafily
anfwered, replied Brother Cherubin,
i1s there no Cloaths to be had in
Paris?2 We can {et our Miftreffes
to Work with a few Louis D’Ors,
and they will procure us fome gen-
teel Suats.

But let us not only talk but think
of carrying this Project into Execu-
tion ; the Moments are dear to us,
let us not trifle them away. Let us
this very Day acquaint our young
Females with our Defign.

Our two Friars accordingly made

their young Ladies a Vifit, related
the

5
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the Affair to them, and requefted
their Afliftance. The young Damfels
were extremely well pleafed with
thetr Refolution; and contrived a
Method to procure proper Suits of
Cloaths for their Difguife, without
paying for them. We have fome
Friends, faid Mifs Catbaut, who
will furnifh you with all the Cloaths
you want. We will tell them we
intend to difguife ourfelves merely
out of a Frolic, and how can they
think the contrary? Ah! my charm-
ing Creature, cried the paflionate
Brother Serapbin, thou art an excel-
lent Contriver! Well, we will de-

pend upon your obliging us fo far.
Adieu, be as good as your Word,
and as foon as I get the Money I

will take four Places in the Rouen
Stage.

But Mifs Cathaut unfortunately
advifed a very fatal Method. To
fave her Lover’s Gold, fhe de-
termined to commit a2 Robbery,

which
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which was the Caufe of their De-

{tru&tion. The Cloaths which fhe
had requefted, under Pretence of
difguifing herfelf and the other
yvoung Lady, were fent them, and
they were the next Day exchanged

for Capuchin Robes.

Our two difguifed Friars, accom-
panied with their young Miftrefles,
took an Hackney-Coach to carry
them to the Inn where the Rouen
Stage put up, with Intent to go to
Rouen, from thence to Diepe, and
there to embark for Englend. But
a fatal Accident, which they did
not dream of, difappointed them in
their Projects. The Perfons whofe
Cleaths the holy Brothers had on,
went the next Day after their De-
parture to demand them from thofe
who had borrowed them. They
were informed that the two young
Ladzes, which they came to enquire
after, went off the Day beiore with
two young Gentlemen. Not very

weil
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well fatisfied with this Anfwer, they
broke open the Door of thofe fair
Fugitives; and how great was their
Surprife, when, initead of the two
Suits of Cloaths they were in Search
after, they found nothing but two
Capuchin Robes ?  Exafperated at
the Tricks that had been played
upon them, they went up and down
the City to enquire what Road thefe
wretched Creatures had taken. Af-
ter one Hour’s Search and Enquiry,
they were at laft informed that they
went from Paris in the Rowen Stage
with two young Gentlemen, whofe
Drefs they defcribed: This con-
firmed them in their Sufpicions that
they were two Friars who had left
their Robes in the Chamber they
had been vifiting. They did not
then hefitate what Courfe to take,
but immediately hired a Poft-Chaife,
and got to Rouen in lefs then twelve
Hours. They enquired where the
Coach put up, and prefently got

. . ) o
futhcient Information concerning

1. our
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our young Travellers : They made
them a Vifit, which was doubtlefs 4
very difagrecab]e one: ¢ Well, my
“ Reverend Fathers, {faid oneof thef
““ Gentlemen, you have madea very
“ agreeable Partie ; and as to you,
¢ Ladies, added he, you were very
“ welcome to beftow your own
‘ Favours upon thofe Reverend
* Gentlemen, but we do not ap-
“« prove of your prefenting them
¢ with our Habits.” They were
then commanded to ftrip; and as
an Addition to their M'i)sfortunes,
they were infulted by their perfi-

dious Miftrefies.

Having no other Covering but
their Shirts, they thought it moft
advifeable to go to Bed, which thev

requefted they might be permitted
to do. The Traitreffes: jeering

them, atked them if they had any
Commands for Paris, where they
were going to wait for them? and

indeed they did go to Parss, and
toox
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took with them the Purfe of their
unfortunate Lovers.

As foon as the Ladies were gone,
they were thus addrefled by one of
the young Gentlemen who came in
purfuit of them: ¢ Be not un-
« eafy, Gentlemen, you are not to
¢ keep your Bed long. Happily
« there is a Convent here, and
« you fhall prefently be vifited by
« the Father Guardian of it, who
«« will provide for all your Wants.”
They had not long to wait for the
Vifit they were threatened with.
The Father Guardian of the Con-
vent of Rowen, acquainted with
their Adventures, did them the
Honour to come and fee them ;
and, having given them new Robes,
politely requefted them to follow
him. They forfaw the Chaftife-
ments which were in Store for

them; but how could they help
themfelves? They were confined
1n
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in a dark Dungeon, where we
fhall leave them, laden with Chains,
and obliged to expiate, by auftere
Fafting, and excruciating Difcip-
line, thofe Crimes of which Love
had made them guilty.

FINTIS
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