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MONTANA TERRITORY, FORT PECK AGENCY, 
BIACJ<FEET RESERVATION 

1877-1880 
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Mc,o1~~ ... , To.._,_ 'P-.,t_ 

ROBERT C. WALKER, 
1.GENT FOR CLAIMS AGAINST THE UNITED STATES, 

AS/I hf-:.,u:u. ,s 

itc:11 lp;fafc, J\ljncs a111l J)~ncral J;11111ls, 
PROPERTIES AND INVESTMENTS. 
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, .. TYP.ES?_R'I P-T OF PRE CED I NG DOCU_ME_N·r-° . , 

i(ontana Ft . Peck School 

I have the honor to ask ro~ a per ci t from you r Bureo.u to locate upon and eRtab­
lish a sc ,ol at the Fort Peck Agency , )'ontana , subject to the usual rewtr ictions in 
such cssee . I n supvort of this request I beg leave to submit the following reasons : 

1880 l , The t:et r.ociist preacher in chargo of the ,\gency has nevo r done ar.ything towards the 
establishr.lvnt of a school at said Agency , though repeatedly reqi,eeted by your office 
to do so, 2. The Ir.dians },.ave time and again requested i,c to live among them for 
the inetruction of thoir childr~n. 3 . T,1e t,gont , feeling the great necoesity of such 
instruction for the civilization of hie Indians , has also re~ueetod us to yield to thei· 
desi~~D and establish for them ths school they ask for . 4. Tho whites ct or around 
the Agency , "ho f,;.,l on interest in the Indian, have made tho same rocµest , s. The 
Indian Peaco Policy ,.us not inaugurated in the interest of th;, church:.& but in the 
intereet of th~ Inciio.ns themselves , and thc r~rore , if , a fter the assigru,,.ent of an 
Agency to any specific deno~ination, such denomination fails to fulfill the obl igat­
ions it asewsed und,;r the assigDC1ent , public policy e.nd the intere&t of the Ind:lnn& 
demanc: that such assigr.c,ont should not prevent other duno1dnations locating on tho re ­
servation and taking steps to advance tto educational and civilizing interests of the 
Indio.ns ; and ~ore especially , should this hold good ,-hen the Indians thcmselveo en­
courage the establishment of such new denominations among them. 

If 1oy ~equast is granted, I will cause such early action to be had in tilo prom­
ises e.s will enable us to cou11tence the school ,,ith tho ne1, scholastic ye11r , 

Brouillot , J . B, A. to Hon. a.is. TroY1bridge , D. C. 5/7/1880. 

B. C.I.U. Archives ~ontana ~everal 1880, 
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l!ontana, :rt. peck, Bureau aalcs acbool "'• Methodist 

18so Referring to -.;r letter of Sq 7 last, re~esting that y® grant me a permit to locate 
and eatabli sh a achool at the Fort Peele Agency, I desire to taalr:e the following additional 
atatement to •1 t: 

Tbs llethodiGt Ciurcb has not fulfilled the condition upon llhich the control of 
at,Qnciea •as gi<reu - 1••• , it has ue<rer had a llieaion at Yort Peck, nor a achool, which, 
according to the spirit of tbe Peace Policy, is 11111 indhpensable acceuor,- of th• 
M188ion • thou&h this •aa a forll&l condition of the trust. 

President Grant, in bis lllluage of December 6, 1870, e.xpreael7 says that he Would 
gin the agencies to auch denominationa as had their Wbdonari•s already at work among 
ti. Indians, and that for the agenc1ea •here there had been no miaaionar;y work, he would 
glT• them to au.ch otller d.enolllinationa aa w<>".ild estnblieh and carry on au.ch miaeionarz 
work there, (see Foreign Relations, 1870, p. 17.) 

Thia baa not been done by the Church in charge of the ,Ort Peele Agency, Therefore 
said Church has lost who.t,,,rer right or pri<rilege the Peach Polley would gt.TB U, and 
the interest and welfare of tbe Indiana dBlll8Dd that another Clmrch, that la willing 
to do the work which has been neglected by the Chu.rch in char«e, should not be prnented 
from doing eo, 

Brouillet, J,B, A. to Comr, R. JI. ,rowbridge, Waahington, D, C,, 7/ZJ/1880, 
Indian Office Files lbntana B 668, 1880. 
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1860 

' .. TYPES?RIPT OF PRECEDIN_? DOCUMENT 

Montana Ft , Feck School 

In additon to my lotters of Uay 7 and July 28, relative to a request f or a permit 
to locate a school on tho Fort ?eek Agency , I do&ire to submit for y?ur consideration 
.he follow' ·3 r cmarke, 

The i.:ethooi&t Cr.u rch in a confen;nce of the different protestant chur dles with the 
Board of t-ndien Commissioners, held Jan. 11, 1672 , declared that •In r egard to these 
Agencies we tho Agencies aseigned to it i n the di&tribution of Agencies under the Peace 
PolicyJ it so turned out in the allotment of Agencies that tr.ore was no agency allotted 
to us, in which ~e had a wiesioner J at all , and our society hesitated for a .~ile to 
entor into thi s plan , feeling that they wore not pN!par ed to take upon themselves any 
more miscionar y \'iOrk , at. present, of that clesi, , In our intercourse ,-i. th the Department 
of tho Interior and the Ir.d:cn aureau "-e did not understand that the relation ve wore 
to sustain to th& Government, in this r.l!l.tter, involved tho placing or ostablishmont of 
nohools etc, Wo undorstocd that 110 becan:e res pons; ?le to t he Govorrunont in the nomin­
ation of Agents !or the Agoncios acsigned to us,• (Se e Report Board Indian Commission­
er s for 1871, i:age 1 65 , ) 

This c hu rch, t herefore , did not agree , nor does i t ho!d itself bound , to establish 
missions or schools upon Agenciee assigned to it , but consider£ that it& duty ondc '7hqn 
it has nominat ed tho Agents . Consequently the only right it claims in connoction with 
the cAnagement of I ndian Agencias is t Int of naming the Ai:;ents for tho Agoncio& under 
it& control. 

This boin;s fact , it f ollown , I submit , that this chur ch should have no choice in 
the deter mination of ~hat schools shall be located on the Fort Peck Agency , that the 
decision of tr,e De,e.rtmont should be made without reference to what said church may 
have to say in tho ,:e.tter , and tl'at even should said church riow offer to establieh a 
school , it would have no claim that would give it precedence of others, but t hat any 
other church that is willing to g o t here should have the right to est ablish its own 
schools unoppos ed by the Methodi sts; end f ur tl~r that , in the appointment of the Gover n­
ment school teachers t he action of the :::apartment should be based upon the morits of the 
par ties offoring to tak6 charge of the schools , and upon the , , and not upon denominat-
ional gr ounds. G.;,e11~ r"e.c,. ,~~r., J; 

Br ouillot , J,B,A. to Hon R,E , Tro~bridge , O,G,, 8/2/1880, 

Indian Office Files Uontann Ft, Pock 1880, 
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