Marquette University
e-Publications@Marquette

Gothic Archive Sources and Related Materials Gothic Archive

12-29-1798

Source for "The Unfortunate Victim'

Anonymous

Follow this and additional works at: https://epublications.marquette.edu/gothic_supp


https://epublications.marquette.edu?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Fgothic_supp%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://epublications.marquette.edu/gothic_supp?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Fgothic_supp%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://epublications.marquette.edu/gothic?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Fgothic_supp%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://epublications.marquette.edu/gothic_supp?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Fgothic_supp%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

THE TRAGICAL STORY OF LUDOVISIO CARANTANI, A MILANESE AND HISTWO DAUGHTERS.
The Dessert to the True American (1798-1799); Dec 29, 1798; 1, 25; American Periodicals

pg. 1
THE TRAGICAL STORY OF
LUDOVISIO CARAN IANI,
AND 13IIS TWO

DAUGHTERS. -

\ P s

THERE is no {pecies of domeftic tyranny {o
Iniquitous and oppreflive ag that which unrea-
fonable pareats frequently exercife over their
children, in popifh countries, by forcing them
into a ftate of life to which thcy have no call.
If: children cught never to be left to their own
free choice, it is certainly when the fhutting
them up for life in a convent or monafltery is
-under confideration ; or God requires the con-
fecration of the heart 3 and to him that oblati:
on alone which i®pure and veluntary, is an ac-

rceptable facrilice.” - .

The following frgy affords 2 {iriking exam.
ple of ¢he fatal confequences of fuch compulfi-
on,and is too well attefted to admit any doub
of its being true. N

Ludivifio Carantani, a native of Varefe, a ciry
in. the Milanefe, had only two daughters by z
wite who had broughr him a confiderable for-
tuné: but that parental affetion which ought
to have been divided between them, was con-

“RiE o theeldefty~who ie-name- was-Vicoria,
though fhe wias not near fo amiableas Olympia,
her youngeft fifter.~—This capricions preference
was evident even in fheir infancy.  Victoria
enjoyed all the carcffes aof her father, nor could

.her fifter obtain the lealt token of his tender-
nefs or affetion. Her mother’s love indeed
made her foms amends for this indifference ;
but death having deprived her of this confc.ﬂ:n-
tion, fhe was expoted to numberlels ':onrran{;r}‘t-
ions, and fufitred continual iil treatment. Vic-
toria’s beauty, and the forune which fhe mught
expe@ from the wealth and partality of her
father, foon drew about her a great number of
fuitors ; and Cavantani, that he might marry
his favourite with the greater advantages, was
determined to facrifice to her interelt the hap-
pinefs of Olympia, whom he accordingly put
into a convent, and caufed a report to be {pread
that fhe had refolved wpon a religious lzfc '1?}115
report gained credit 3" the number of Victoria’s
lovers inereafed,_among whom were gentice

men of the belt families in the country-

The fathar alrcads congratulated himfelf up=
on the fuccefs of his fcheme.  As hé had .z\l:
ways treated the amiable C‘Iympin v.'ig:h_(m'crlty,
L \vas perfuaded that fhe would be foothed by
the tranquillity of » convent, and think Herlelt
hiappy to have efvuped the rudencts and negledt
{lic had fuffercd 1t home, Nor w.s he aliege-
ther miftaken; for, at the [olicitation of feve-
ral of her relations wiro weré devo.ces, and Lad
been gained ever by her father,” the confented

to take the  habit of a novice or probationer in’

the monaftery of San Nartino. DBut there is a
time-of life whem nature fpeaks a language very
different from that of monaftic devotion. C©-
Iympia, although young, lively, and of acom-
plexion naturally amorous, was on the point. of
bzcoming the vi€tim of her {athe’s ambaition,
and her own-inexperience ; but, on the very day
of the ceremony, fke faw, amongflt the com-

pany aflembled as ufual on thele occafions, an-

amiable cavalier, who made a deep impreilion
on her heart. Immediately the thoughts of a
convent became intolerable : and {hie refleCled
with horror upon the facrifice which fhe xvas
juft about to malkc, of ali'the advantages which
fhe might promife herfelf in the world.

" The nuns and her'devout relations, - who {oon
perceived the alteration, endeavonred in vain to
bring her back to her firft refolution.  Ail the
“anfwer that they reccived from her was, that
her, circumftances being cqual to thefe of her,

fifter, fhe had no inclination to facrifice herfelf”

to her ambition, or to the partiality of her fath-
er that her defign was to marry, and that fhe

entreated them to prevail upon her father to

give her to a young cavalier of a very godd fa-
mily, by whom fhe knew fhe was beloved.

It is eafy to imagine the aftonithment of
Carantani, when he was acquainted with a re-
Solutionwwhich.-quite fruftsated the fcheme he
had formed for raifing the fortune “of his dear
Viétoria. He earneftly entreated the nuns and
his Kinfwomén to redouble their endeavonrs to
make Clympia alter her refolution.  But thefe
endeavours only inflamed her paffion, and increa-
fed kier difguft for a monaitic life; nor did fhe
conceal her fentiments cven from her father,
who came frequently to {cc her, in order to
difcover the effect of the remonitrances of his
friznds’; to thefe he added” his own ; but per-
ceiving that this expedient did not fucceed, he
had recourfe to menaces, and affured her, that
if fhedid not refolve upon a religious life, he

would take her home again, where fhe might.

expect.to ve the moft wretched of women.

Olympia, who knew her futher’s unkindnefs
by a long and cruel experience, -did not doubt
but he would keep his word. Yet fhc endea-
vourad to mollify him by the ‘moft tender, and
pathetic expoftulations ; bur aeither arguments;
cutreaty, nor tears made the leaft impreflion
TPOT s [1eatT. :

As by this change in 01'57121933’:; ~refolution;
the matgh of Ns Vidtoria was in danger of
being broken off, her lover growing cold and

indifterent, in proportion _as; her fortune be-

came precarious, (;urantzmi, was fo much en-
raged, thiat the neat time he vifited Olympiahe
teld hery in a' tratipost of fulry, that if fh2
did not .take'the veil as foon as her noviciate ex-
pired, he woauld put her to death, with his
own hand. . ~

I I diey it fhall notbe by your hand (re-
plied his amiable daughter calmly). I-have ofr-
en reprefented to you my averfion to a menafiic
life, yet.you command me to facrifice my-
felf to 'the fortune of my fiter, and to that .
exceflive forndnefs which you have always
thown for hLers; 2nd if it be impoffible for me
to prevail upon you to retradt this command,’
you fhall be obeyed, fince my obedienice will
fpare you thé crime which you threaten to
commit againft me); but you and my fifter will
have perpetual caufe to regret the cruel fucri-
fice which you oblige me to make you.”

She added, that he might whenever he
thought proper order the neceflary preparations
for the ceremony : ‘after which the withdrew.

- Carantani, who probably did not know to -
what langths defpair.might carry a young maid,
when love has'once feized on her heart, pleal-
ed himfelf with the thoughts of having made
her change her refolution. He went with an.
aw’of “triumph-to carry ‘the news to his deer
Victoria and her lover, who were then together.
They exuited greatly upon it,-and now thought
themfcives happy.

‘As'the time appointed for Olympia to take
the veil was now near, fgnier Carantani made
all the ufual preparations, and, as ifhe thoughe
the unhappy victim kuew not to whom ihe was
to be facrificedy he took meafures for folemui-
zing the marringe of his eldeft daughter atthe
fame time. .

-On the day preceeding that which was fixed
for this double ceremony, {*lympia- thought it
her duty to make a laft effort ro foften her
father,—and, if- pofiible, divert him from fo
barbarous a facrifice. Tor this purpofe fhe a-
gain reafoned, fhe expoftulated, fhe entreated,
but Carantani was equally deaf to the voice of
veafon, nature, amd religion; he continued in-
flexible to his purpofe, and confirmed his threat®
cnings by the moft horrible oaths. .

« Ah } my dear father (laid the amiable O-
lympia, with a look of unutterable ‘tendernefls
and gnief,) confider well what your about;
confidew that tome your anfwer is cither life or
death, and e aiffured if you facrifice me ta my
fifter’s. fortume, you will repent when it is tco
late ; the phantoms that now miflead | you will
vanith at once; you will perceive withv «harror
the cffects of your dclufion, and feel the pangs
of remorfe when they ave aggravated by defpair;g
but further converfation will only ratify my de-
ftruélion, by encreafing your refentment : per-
mit me, therefore, to withdraw, and do not give
vour final anfwer till to-niorrow. But vemem-
Ler, that if. T perifh, you will be wretched s
aud that, in refufing merey_to yonr daughter,
you give fentence againdt your{elf.”—With thefe
words fhe left the parlour. ) B

Carantani, whole eyes the It féntence might
have opened, difregardad itas one of thofe wild
menuces which zic ulielly the laft refource of a
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prifion increafed by oppofition, and exafperated
by defpair.  The preparations for Victoria’s
marriage engrofied his 2trention, and he thought
of nothing but how to render it {plendid and
magnificent  The rclations who were invited
to this double ceremony, were already affembled
m the church of the convent, and Clympia was
drefled inherricheftappareland moft {plendid or-
naments, which at‘thefe timesare puton only te
- be renounced for ever with the greateft folemni-
tv. The dreadful moment arrived in which
this blooming viim was: to be conduted to
the zltar: then knowing that the had nothing
further to hope, yet concenling her defpair, fhe
afked leave of the nuns who were about her'te
go up into her cell under pretence of recolle&ting
herfelf for a few minutes, and nieditating in
private upon the jmportant affair which fhe was
about to tranfadk. - ‘Chis- was readily granted,
and Olympia wenr up, not into har cell, but in-
to 2 garret which was over it, and after having
deplored her misfortunes, and prayed to God

for pardon, fhe faftened to one of the-beams a°

cord, which fhe had taken from one of the nuns
who ufed it for 2 girdle, put it about her neck,
threw herfelf from a little bench on which fhe
fteod, and in 2 few minutes expired. = -

- -In the mean time the company, who Lad been

almoft zn hour oficmbled in the church, waited’

with impatience’ for the beginning of the cere-
meny. The abbefs was acquainted with it,
who was equally furprifed at the delay, and afk-
ing the nitns the reafon of ir, was informed of
Olympia’s requeft : they waited almoft an hour
longer, but fiull Olympia did not appear.  They
then went to feek her in her cell, but there fhe
was not to be found; other parts of the con~
vent were fearched, but without fuccefs, At
length, after-much time fpent in fruitlefs enqui-
Ty, onc of the nuns thought of gaing up into the
garret.  What a mournful ! «what a horrid
Ipettacie was there I—The unfortunate Olym-
pia hanging in the fatal cord with which fhe
had put za end to her life. - -

Seized with horror. at the ghaftly fight, fhe
Tan_precipitately down ftairs—and, rufhing in-
to the choir where the nuns were aflembled, the
filled them with terror and aftonithment by her
outcries and lamentations. The alarm foon
{pread itfel€ from the choir to the cliurch, where
2ll the relations, with the utmoft confternation,
received the news of the fudden ‘death of the
unhappy Olympia, the moft fhocking circum-
ftances of which the abbefs prudently concealed.
At firft they would not believe it 5 they demand.
¢d a fight of her—and, going cut of the church
in-a body, the ladies and Carantani hirfelf (this
privilege being granted to fathers) entcred the
convent, notwithftanding the refiftance of the
abbefs and nuns.. What a fpeltacle was this
for a father—for a fifter—for 2 whels family !
—One of the moft amiable young wemen, the
vi€tim of 2 violent defpair, all the horror of
which was yet vifible irher countenance !

" Great as_Carantani’s obduracy had hitherto
been, he now burft into tearsand became {fran-
tic with defpair.  He accufed himfelf, too late,
as the murderer of his daughter ;. aud, ftung
with this tormenting thought, which was but
200 much the fuggeilion of truth, he fled from
the convent, and even {rom'the cily, with the
greateft precipitation.” He mounted his horfe
with a defiga to conteal his fhame, his grict,

and his'remorfz, in the obleurity of a courtry
feat.  But heaven defigned him for a public ex-
ample.  He had fcarce rode fix miles, when his
horfe, taking fright, thraw [8m; and, his foot
hanging in the ftirrup, he fuffered ‘a death yet
more dreadful than that of his unhappy duugh-
ter, Dragged by his horfe, which ran full fpeed,
-every limb was broken, and his body .covered
with wounds and bruiles. But divine juftice
feemed to extend itfelf eved to his carcafe after
he was dead, the head dnd arms-of which werce
at length entirely torneif ; nor did ‘the horfe
ftop ull he got home.  ‘Who can_conceive the
horror and confternation of his. family, xwhen
they faw the horfe furioufly galloping, and drag-
ging after him the torn. and bloody trunk " Vic-
-toria, who was an eye” witnefs of. this dreadful
event, could not fuftain the complicated calami-
ty," which was thus heaped npon her, on’ the
very day on which fhe expe&ed to have been
completely happy. The death of her fifter, and
of her father, atzended with tncommon circum-
ftances of hLorror, and the lofs of her lover, who
refufed to enter into an alliance with a family
which {uicide had difhonoured, made fo deep an
impreflion upon her mind, that fhe died two
days after, and clofed that feries of difaftrous
evests, which afford an ever memorable infleuc-
tion to parents with refpect to their conduét to-
wards their children. oL
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