Marquette University

e-Publications@Marquette
Alaska Missions

1930

Alaska, Holy Cross, Holy Crosss Mission School and Pimute
School, 1930

William M. Hughes
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions

Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions

Follow this and additional works at: https://epublications.marquette.edu/ak_corr

Recommended Citation
Correspondence Files, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions, Marquette University, Department of Archival
Collections and Institutional Repository


https://epublications.marquette.edu/
https://epublications.marquette.edu/ak_corr
https://epublications.marquette.edu/mission
https://epublications.marquette.edu/ak_corr?utm_source=epublications.marquette.edu%2Fak_corr%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages









































































y'omy
Fimdte Holy Cross, Alaska
liareh 18, 1990,

Copy Fop Viv

My dear chiidren and missiomrion

You are as good an gold, and I ean not tell you how pleased =md
happy I was and I we in reosiving o fow duyn sgo your generous semtribution again,
Of eourse, the money is very weleoms and fe Held you the truth it vent by the same
carrier furthar down the Yufon to oo of my confreres whe is alse living alene und is
iselated among the Lskimo and was taken siek and brought up on the dog sled to a town,
wiere he cculd be bettor athended by the white people Livirg there, whe, though not
of our faith, are very frisndly and kind ¢ uss I was afraid that he night be in need
and 80 I semt %0 him your sheek. Mué ho Le Ww moulfof kindness ang generasity snd
he wiii surely send it buck if he does not need it now, or make up for it g4¢ soon as
he ean even if I don't want,

Hoil, I wantoed 4o suy thad I am vory happy even more than for the
money in kuowing you to be comstant and unshaken not only but mors than sver fepvent
and astive in your missionary spirit, helping us with all your might. This is shown
not eniy by the money, whieh is telilug its own stery of sserifises, selfeconguests
she., but especially by $he wory rieh spiritusd howquet or tressury that you bave made
for the missions, 14 i» spiritual money of the highest value, and God only knows how
many souls will be bought or helped by i. You are real missionaries and very helpful
gooperators of us. dod bleas you and your devoted toabhop, bister Benita, asks e %o
bless you, avery ane and nll, aund gawe me your names. I think that you deserve indeed
n good biewsing, and in order %0 bs sure thatit 4 & gemine good blessing mot spoiled
or hampared by the miseries and sinfulness of Wr. luechessi, I will temorrow marning,
foast of Gt. Joweph, the essecial patrun of your Disters, bring to the altar the lettes
with all your names and good Father Cruse and Sesoher*s nanea written in it, and pud
it under the corporal during my lines, mo o say, under the very fest of Our Lord, bhoge
§ing Him, whem coming at %hg Bomsseration, fio bless you and threugh Hin leved Paiher
8s Joseph's interescsion $o gramt you and your families showers of graces for $ime
and eternity and (well, I teil you this in yeur sar, only for yourseives) that evenbe
Mally seme of you , as many as pomeible, nuy heme Hiz sweot woiee ealling you to follow
Him and %0 help Him %0 gather in the preaieus soulmg e bought by Hia preeicus Blood
every drop of i%. Any ume, hoy or girk, ean help and follew him, True, He says” take
up they erces every day and follow re™ but He vays alse "My yoke is sweed, my burden
Light" and it is Srue. s eovers 4he aross with so mueh sugar and honey, =nd "o shapes
80 gemerously ia ocur yoks and burden that w& vonder if He or curselves earry the sress
and pull under the yoka, This is my expreienee of 87 pears. The exprediencs of the
other Tathers, Urothers and Gisters %00, who net st ail afraid or tired of living in
this dreary sountry of darkisas, shorss, Lotense sold and dangers, are only afraid of
boing eulled away by the Superiors, and if shelness ebligen them te go to milder
elimates thoy are anxious and sver enger %o gome baek. Often not wven waitimg to rosover
enought, Oush was ths ease of twe of our Wt nissionaries last year, Beth paid theiy
dife for their eagerness to some bask o work again and suffer fop Him, They must be
very happy in heaven now. But thers is no laok of senselations even in Alaska. Fer us
0ld pionsers, is surely a grost consolution 4o nee the wondopful prayers made and going
on yet. How many poor Hskimos and Indians know now and love Qud. Instead of foolish,
pagan superstitions, you see ihem now fiookigte the ehureh, anuroash the Seeraments
and devoutedly pray and sing beabifullye lo% mo polate yow only one instanse, T8
awoke in my mind a few days ngo visitlig she grave yard, e had very hard $imes whenm
ve first eame S0 break the many supsrsbitions nccompanying the burial of the dsad,

They were af-aid of the grave. Nobody for many days could use axe, hammer or anyshing
wade of iron, Therefore me gravedigiing. e bodies were either put in boxes, very
rough boxes mot nalled, but tied with native repes, or wrapped in several grass mats
und pineed on tep of the gromd anywhere. Iany things were piaced with the body, or
wround the graves nesessury for their use in the other world, or hunting ground, Needis



seissers, sloti for the wonens Ouns, arrvows, sleds, snowshoes, sosars, teapots, and
obher cooking dtensiis, oups, dishens eto., any kind of thinge which however were saved
and nobody would dare de t%oush theme I8 would be too long to snumersts aven ia szall
part seeh supercbitionss During my firet #hntor at Holy Cross, a babe diod seross $he
Yakon on Yhe cbher viiiage, and my Guperior sent me te aee and disgoss for $he burial,
as it was Dapbiaed by us and wan supposed to have a right %0 a Christlan dariai. I womd
enterad Lhe iglev, bud mo sedy %o bo swone “luried siready® sald the father, s pagan,
Simere then did you bury W1 After walaly trying teo evade further sueshiuvne he led
w8 prefiy far awey in bhe Shisk fureste “Ghare it is® 'e ssid pelmbing to semothing
high ap va o vepry Sall rec. Shak wis (he Labe, very well wrapped te proteet it frew
the sany vhite ewls. Jeil, I must comlesn 1 vus surprised snd taken abusek, hat wends
erful speetasic all srcunds The denp silente, The white sheet of deep snow sowverin,
everybhings The very high Yrees, suong whose branches Jaek Frost bad wroughd mervels
of designe, domes, Chirgs iike Litile shrines, bends of perfecily eandid papinmigens,
vilert teo and silentiy flying from tree Lo treo, fron braueh te brangh, as afraid of
Ledruding iv that colemn sSilivess. 1 gave greo hridie 4o my reverie snd I was telling
to mypelf how muek I would Liks Shat ay doad hudy alse would b plssed on a kigh tres,
“Newrer, ay Gofd, b0 [ise,” lngbead of in that awlul hole underground with yeur friends
thkewing dirt wpon &8, as they would be afraid thes you have o chance yot of soming out
and thers on he beanabiful tres, botweon earih and neaven to walt fer tha seming of

e angel of resurrsetion. How aasy then %0 anower his swmeons and fellow him 4o
domapiag, and » bub sons aslee from ay man geblt ug lepatient aweke ne Irom my reverisd
Er was sturing ad me and walbing for an answer, ovidently with sose aaxisdy. Ta uy
erdhasiase, wastoring e very LiSide knowledge of the langaage I posodanad *iHeji,
ketetin a2jI® (dovad, very good)] Alasd a Look of woodering supprise on hls fa00 eniled
we back $o5 my weases, acd I resmabapsd and understood that pagas saperetidion was nee
more bioseRi g ay waye If a dond body, Uhay beliaved, is broughd aeross the wiver on
the les, ail the flahed beneash wiil run wsay or dis and then they will sterve, Bl
to 207 To inslet and Jring down uhe dvad babo and aeross te the graveyard wauld have
beom $oo0 shoeking lor the poopie and very Rlkely hindering thelr coavereion. 1 desided
to accopt the defmsdiandbs betier on ay gward for Ghe fwbure, The cecusivn did mot
tarpy wueh, An old wan died werows, Cotholle and with all the saersnents, Taking

our strongost Brother along, our large boys, sled and doge we went st onge Lo the viliuge
aeross 16 $ake Lhe body %o our graveyupde Wie whewsan eawe out pleading end threatenisg
thad w0 surscives slould asver sateh any more fish in cur trape under the fee, 4 Yhat
eorps would ercss un tie &8, and the peaple boo wore senped and reluetand, Withouwd
any further parieying the drother and Hthe boys toek tha dead man urd neg miadiag the
medigine man and the people, brought ib %o the shureh and thee te the graveyard, Nest
day our Brother wend to wisit the Srap under the fee and found in i over 250 boautiful
exselient fishen. ie was wo happy, Shat in euming baok he rushed to »6 and "Father,"
he suid "1 am besomiag very prouds® “iHow 48 A0?" I askeds *Woll, you kmow, $4. Poter
caugit only 150 Tishelsand I see™ “ihai, I shoubiod to him, 150 fishes wers sninchie
humbie 4. Foter and send hin on nis kness, and B350 ure not snough fer you.,* T never
finished ay .woture, begause $he goad srothor ran away, and T am supe ha want to
imitate 84, Peter fuliing oa his knees in the ghapel bafore his dastar, The natives
%00 wond fo viwif Gheir Srups wnd Tuuld plenty. It was a fuil vietery on suserstition
and on the modicing wene Mrom Yhat SAMe wo never had the least trouhle in bupying with
our Gatholie rites the dead. jow when § remind them of their old superstidions they
heartily laugh. ;

i sust finish my %00 long ietier, dear children, Contimue to help spriftuslly
and temporaily the missione in generak and Alaska in partienler and every duy thank Jod
that you are so weil Srained and edusateds Heping to heoar from you again, I am

Yours truly in the Jasred icart,

(6igned) Rev. John L. Luechesi, 5.9,
Coplied bys M



slway Cposs dssion, Alusia,
m m. sng

, #any thanits fer mrmki&é%md iar She nure appresiniad prajerie

It wast de a greas sonmeiabics leor you and Jur che olier cigters $voccers 3¢ “nve gash
weis coFvespunding pupiise I wrote a iedler G0 Gheng berais soslesed, Bud 14 was
writion in a murry aad wiih sy isicise kids fussnlng arowic py bable. Risdiy oscuse ihe
mmmmaﬁ. fFatane, gibe by bovt regesds o Jabier Trewe, a I Duve
Bew 0 g0 Lo give senddiedion and the eals de sberdlinge Uod und geod 8. Joseph say
mmmmmwfgﬁgm g ing w sharity of jﬁwmﬂ&!‘lﬁhl&%‘ you
& Very joyuus Sasbar, T am

Youre Gruly,
{signad) Move donn L.lmschesi, Sede,
Gepled bysiF
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cory for /4'; Ll A P : 4/&
2 \y“w i /. 4 Holy Crose iission,

b ¢ Holy Crose, Al:gka

A v ’

y ,zf.n J{m T 9 August 18, 1930,

& *]éy/! :

Dear Mies Berrigan:

I can not tell you how glad T was in recelving your club's generous check,
not so much for the money (though flod knows how necessary and welcome it is
" just now) but for hearing your meme agnin and realizing that tho evar faithful
members of the Tekalwit: Uissiomary Ciub have net yet given up this old .
Alegkan tramp. Cod bless them ail and you, dear MWge Berrigsn, on scesunt of
your ebarily to our wiselon, I uppregclste it even more knowing the general
financial dopression iu the flates, of vhich we brdly feel tho effepts, becouse
the gifte nrd donations are diminishing very much in number and quantity or
value, and g0 we are rather pinched and find hard to pay all ihe eny bills that
are pouring dewn from every slde, Alaska is an amwfully expensive couniry, hecause
on sccount ¢! the scarkléy of whiie wen 'nd bueluege or commereey The very
few navigating boats charga very highly for transportation to cover their
expenses and wilthoudt good Unvle Sem's efficlent Mblp to the enly railroad exleting
and 2 bosts commecied with It, would be nearly impossible to get anything at 211,
Confidence in Cod, blind eon!idonao, is perancps the most necoppary virtue to the
Alegkan migsiomary in every line, Just now we ordored the grgoline, corl oil ete,
necessary for the very long and dark wintsr and for our bomts in summser; without
such oils, we are helpless; everything would practically come to & standeiill,
The bill running up to or ever one thousand dellars will come along and Holy
Providence has to get the monoy some way or ether, Your tventy-five dellars, ;
blessoad by God and the "Little Flower™ like the evenceline loaves and fishes, will
multipiy, I am sure, into thoussnds, Bul hely peverty and confidence eare always
producing or at least forecoding «n abundance of spiritual frults., And so it
is presently by God's grace, our missions, sspscially the now ones nre progreesing
and the neophitos prove thems:ives oleady ~ad ferveant. The mission of the Sacred
Heart in Ksshumak and the Littls Flower ot Napararameut {Hooper B=y) give us
great consolations., The two devotoed mlsgionarles, who care for them respectively,
coming here lew days ago, g ve us very conseliug raporiec of thseir labers among
these poor “pkimo, who only three or feur ysars age, woro only baphized by us,
and almost ignorant of our religlon., Formysslf, T do sttribute thie magnificent
success to the prayers in heaven of our regrotied caintly Fr, Trees; who for
nearly two geores of yeare, unsble to do mgre, was vieilting thea baptizing Their
children and glving all the Instruciion he coul i such ghori and far apart
vieits. FHow much did he suffer during thoselonz ftirssome trips on the icel
epending all nights outside in the furlosus arstie storme, in imminent dancer of
freczing tc death! Such a night he had o go threugh in his lsst long trip there,
when already over severty ycars old; nimsolf {old wo on hig reture Lhatle Shought
he -as going to die like Fr. Ruppert, =z he could not pul wp suy kind ol gheller,
and the viclant gale was earrying avay hic blenket 4s woon s ho mitempled to
unfold it; but he was not only resigned bul happy and vhen 2 yoare alter wes dying,
he said jokingly: "“®hen I go to heaven, I will scold a little the "Litile Flower"
because she does not do enough for Alaska.” 's a matter of faob, the change that
took place in that district in three yecars is simply marvelous; acw, verlecily fit
missionaries, new chapels, schools, plenty of comversione, zood estocnicta, obc.
and is going on yet every minute, Oh! how much good ean do » huly soul in 1ilc and
still sfter death. Pleass tell thoe members of the e¢lub thet we do proy for them and
for all their intentions. I thank you persemally for all your churity to me;
Dante, orgru etc. Cod hless you. I hope to hear from you again before your

fengt day. :

Yours in Christ,
JOhn L’ L“oc?"ie'l’ SOJ.’

- Cop¥ed by TB
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