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- he-could with difficulty support, and which continus
| haunted’ his’ torttred mind. Ope day he mentioried

IMPELLED BY

CONSTANT LOVE.

THaE Marquis Abruzzo and’ the Count Peéllegrini, the

heads of two different branches of the same family, had'

been for twelve successive years at law with each othgr,
tb recover the immense fortune of a refation : this had so
far exasperated them against each other that’ they became’
the most inveterate enemies. The Mbarckhioness Abruzzo
and the Countess Pe!!egnm followedl the exampte of their
lords, and carried their enmity to the same height asthey did.
Pelltgrini had a son, and Abruzze a daughter ; both infants,

After a well-contested trial, a verdict was' at length’
given in favour of the Marguis Abruzzo, and he became’
possessor of the estate, and his house became one of
the most wealthy and powerful in Genoay“gphilst the
Count Pellegrini was reduced to penury ; tﬁifxpcnm
of the: lawsnit hsd so far diminished his st income,
that he was umable to support the dignity of "tis rank, .1
and ' edtcate his little Clementina, then six yeits of lge .
This-gave him great uneasiness, and preyed.constan ea' |
his mind : to thmk that his beloved di\lghtershou "h"
obliged ‘to disgrace her noble family by entering into a_
proféssion, may; perhaps to beg, were reﬂecﬁoﬁwﬁdl

inquietude to the abbess of a rich convent, with whm'h
was-acquainted. ‘‘1 will take your daughter under my
care,” said she, ¢ and will myself attend to her education;

| and, if she should ever feel herself inclinéd tb enter our /

| to the'convent, and entreated the abbess to prepare”
' Wwﬂmﬁnamum life, and te!men&m

holy order, we shall feel ourselves highly honoured in ads"
mitting~her into our: saciety.” Pellegrini- thanked hep
with tears of joy ; the next day he conducted C
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mﬁty of ing to her that the oaly way of mﬂ- |

ing mis  was to take the veil ; the abbess promawd

‘to comply with his request, and fa:thfully kept her word.

Constant grief at the ruin of his family, and inquietude as
to their fate hereafter,. preyed upon the Count Pellegrini's
mind, and a year after he died of a broken heurt. His
\;nqow was lek entirely destitute, and lived in obscurlty

By the help of her relations, who generously supplied her

11 every thing that could make her life-:comfortable. She
visited her daughter frcquentl} , and sought to instil into
her mind, the necessity of a life of seclusion.  Notwith-
s;andmrr all this, Clementina frequently evinced a stxong
dislike to a monastic life. The desire of living in the
world increased with her years; and, when she attained
her fifteenth year, she looked forward to the period of
her taking the veil with horror.  The tears and entrea-
ties of her mother at last prevailed, and she entered into
her noviciate. It is the custom in Italy to suffer the
young females, who are destined to take the veil, to live
among their relations for some time previous to their pro-
nuuncmﬂ' the vows which for ever separate them from so=-
ciety ; this short period is always made as agreeable to
them as possible ; they are generally dressed in the most
costly and elegant manner, and introduced into all public
places of amusement.

" Clementina was therefore sent to her mother; the beau=
tepus and unhappy victim was adorged with a robe of
white and silver, whilst her mother’s relations vied with
cach other in adorning the lovely hair of poor Clemen=
tina with their most costly jewels; thus decorated and
radiant with beauty, the lovely girl wasled to every place
Of amusement. This was continued for six weeks. Cle-
mentina was. possessed of great sensibility ; she was de-
lighted with the life she led, and could hardly conceal her
grief when the time of returning to her sad prison ap-
proached.

The day came, on which she was to retymn to hét ;:om'ent.
m frieads and relations were alieady invited to witness
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the sad and awful ceremony of her taking the fatal v&w
when, accompanied by her mother, she went to take leae'e
of one of her relations the Marquis Carracei, and for
first time met her cousin Jeronymo, son of the ﬂfarguu
Abruzzo, her father’s inveterate enemy. Jerenymo, ‘Whr! ;
was then nineteen, was deemed the handsomest ynuth in
Genoa; he had ever pitied his uncle’s hard fate, but, knéw-
ing the enmity which subsisted between the two families,
he concealed his sentiments from his parents; and, not be-
ing in possession of his fortune, contented himself wlth
puv.:.tely sending half of his pncket-money to his aunt’;
he had Cdrefﬂlly avoided meeting his aunt and cousin at
any of his relations from motives of delicacy ; he had hi-
therto succeeded, but that happening to be the Merqm:
Carracct’s blrth-day he had been obliged to visit hlm u’f-
stead of his father, who was confined at home by a ﬁt of
the gout. The instant Clementina entered, he knew her
from the strong resémblance she bore to his family. Th:c
Marchioness Carracci received Clementina in the politest
manner, placed her on a sofu by her, and presented to
her all the young men in company, Jeronymo.excepted,
whom she purposely left out of the number, on account
of the animosity which subsisted between the two fami-
lies. Jeronymo, therefore, undisturbed enjoyed the pleas
sure of contemplating the charms of his beautiful cotsin,
without being known by her; her interesting coupté-
nance, her soft .md"hnamshmcr eye, her open and inge-
nuous look, excited his udtmratlon but, when he b&&i
the orief which at times altered her countenance, and saw
her lovely eyes filled with tears which she in vain tried to
repress, when he saw the violence she did to her feeling:
in foreing a faint smile in order to conceal the grief which
‘seemed to prey upon her heart, a tender pity’ took ‘pos-
session of his soul, and inspired him with the wish of al-

leviating her - sorrows, and love soon confirmed him'’ h
his determination.

He approached her : Clementina's eyes were fixed' up& :
“his fine countenanc:; she thought she could read .in'his
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SUICIDE THROUGH LOVE.

ressive features the interest with which she hud in-
- spired him ; at last she asked his name of a lady who sat
" mear her : the lady whispered sor’nét&iing_tn her. Clemen-
tina's eyes were again lifted towards him,—she then cast
them down, and her lovely cheek was covered with
blushes. '
Jeronymo could not conceal his agitation : it was late,
- and the greatest part of the visiters had d]rcad}' retired.
Clementina’s mother was conversing with some ludies.
The seat next to Clementina became vacant, and Jerony-
mo took possession of it. ““ How happy I am in baving
the felicity of meeting my lovely cousin,” said he, address-
ing her. *“ Your name is Jeronymo Abruzzo 2™ replied she
with a timid look. ““Itis,” returned Jeronymo ; *‘ and [
am propd of bearing that name, since it proves that I am
related to you.” Clementina and Jeronymo remained bu-
riedin reflections for some time : after a long pause, he re-
sumed, ‘“ Are you then determined’to take the veil ?”
¢ Alas! am ] not obliged to do it ?” answered she, with
an agonized voice. ““] wonder at your gquestion! you

know the situation of my family,a conventis the only asy-
Jlum that is left me. Alas! had I a fortune, a moaastic
life would not be my choice.” *“ Is it indeed true ?”’ cried
Jeronymo ; *“ then 1 will serve yoa.—It is my duty to do
s0 At that moment the bells of the convent proclaimed
the fatal hour, and summoned the inhabitants to attend
the awful ceremony which was to deprive the beauteous,
and wretched Clementina of her happiness for evef ; she
started with horror ! —Jeronymo, in an agony, cxczmnd‘ A
*¢ Permit me one more guestion : may | flatter myself that
Jdam not disliked by you ™ ““ For God’s sake,” answered
poor Glementina, ** do not add to my misety !” *“ Do you
Jove me?” again repeated he. Clamentinay gently lying
Xer hand in his, said, ¢ dove you ?—Alas ! —but hark !
do you not hear ? to-morrow, my dear cousin !—to-mor-
gow !” ¢« To-morrow you shall be mine,” cried Ja'&'-
mo, ““or | shall net exist !” He kissed her hand ywith
trausport, bathed it with tears, and thea suddenly left the
76
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-room. Clementina could sca'rccly believe her own sendes's
‘and fancied that an angel of peace had, appearcd to her
under the form of her cousin. o
The amiable Jeronymo ran to his father : he was told

that he was asleep. ‘¢ I must speak to him 1" exclaimed
he, and he instantly approachied his father’s bed, todk
“hold of his hand gently, and pressed it to his lips. The
‘marquis awoke and said, ¢ What wouldest théu, m
son ?” ¢ Forgive me,” anqweredJemnyma, “if 1 di*’lﬂ’b
you at so latc an hour, but the ha.ppmcae of my life is con-
cerned. Oh! my dear father!” ¢ What dost thou mean'{"
again exclaimed his father, greatly surprized at his agita-
tion. ““ You have often expressed a wish to sce mie
married, and even desired me to choose a wifé amon
the noble families with whom we are acquainted.”  #4:
did so,” said'the old marquis; *“ and it is my most ardent
wish at this moment.” ¢« Well then, my dear fatheri?
joyfully exclatmed Jeronymo, ¢¢1 will obey your com-
mand, I have found at last a2 woman worthy of my love;
the beautiful Clementina is the object of my choice!”
““ Thouart out of thy senses !”” exclaimed the marquis: ‘1
heard that she some time past took the veil !”’ “‘She has
not yet pronounced the vow, which must for ever
her happiness and my own : to~morrow will be the fital
day on which she is to be sacrificed, and society deprived
of its brightest, ornament. Oh, my dear father! do met
refuse your consent : suffer me to become the happleltd'
mankind, by uniting myself to the lovely Clementina: s

““ Have you fowott:n," cried the marquis, enumdy
irritated, ‘¢ that she s the daughter of my greatest cnemy't
Relmqumh the absurd idea, I will never consent to sash
a union.” “ Never! my father ?” replied Jmm
¢ No never,” answered his father. *“ Then hear me, Heas
ven ! whilst thus kneeling [ solemnly swear,” eaid the
amiable young man, ‘“ to marry with no other wolﬁ
but e’ﬁ'ﬂlzntmag 2 d

The marquis was astonished at his son’s m;ﬂ% ;
knéw the fifraness of his disposition ; and, .

k. 7 4 G3




'-#hu#huymht, to make him adopt such a de-
~ termination, he at last, after many remonstrances; gave
‘his consent ; besides, he sometimes felt remorse for his in-
mm Clementina’s father, as he was not igno-
zant that he died in consequence ofthe ruin of his family,
and thought that his son’s marriage with Clementina
-would in some degree repair his want of humanity to the
Meceased. Jerongmo, delighted, went instantly to the
-archhishop’s palace, and with great difficulty, from the
lateniess of the hour, gained admiesion to the venerable
and worthy prelate : he related to him all that had passed,
gelling him that he had obtained his father’s consent to
marry Llementina, and implored him to forward his hap-
mgu without delay. ¢ Happy young man,” said the

bishop, *“ yon have obtained in one day what I have
#a vain endeavoured to accomplish for years! God Al-
mighty has at last heard my prayers, and will onite two
families hitherto separated by the mast implacable hatred.
QOh! that the Count Pellegrini could witness this happy
change. 1 will instantly send my orders to the abbess.”
*¢ I know, my lord,” said Jeronymo, ¢ that the abbess
canpot dispute your orders, but I wish you to give me
the dispensation, that our marriage may be celebrated im-
mediately, lest ray father should change his mind.” The
wéperable man gave him the hecessary orders in writing,
which emapowered him to marry Clementina whenever he
shose. Jeroryme thanked him a thousand times, and
with the welconie paper went immediately to Clementina’s
bouse : Ber mother was not yet retired to bed, she was.
preparing for the ceremeny whieh was to take place the
mext day, Clementinabad retired to her appartmentin order
to prepaic her mind for the awful ceremony ; she could
pot repress her tears, and the image of her beleved Jerony-
we womld, netwithstanding all her efforts, still present
/#oelf38 ber ngonized miod.

The Countess Pellegrini was extremely surprized tp gee
Jéronymio ahthat honr, but'her astopishwent was greatly
Mlhmhempumdhum&mmnm ber. She

&Y pould



.cauld scancely believe that he was in earnest, nﬁﬁ’“ N
aot until ke shewed her the dispensation that she
uaded he did not really mean to insult her, by rai
opes which he did not mean to realize. In the exo
of her joy she conducted him to her daughter’s chamber,
Ciementina started from her kneeling pasmon, her lm#
face was covered with blushes. Jeronymo in a transpogt~
of joy threw himself at her feet and pressed her hand to
his burnmg lips ; her mother, having informed her of her
lover’s intentions, the lovely girl, overcome by varous
emotions which assailed her at once, fell half fainti
into the arms of her future husband. When their joy
was a little calmed, the countess said, ¢ Baty my dear
children, how will this business be arranged ? the nuns
have made all the necessary preparations, the repast is
also provided, and all the nobility is invited to “attend.'”
““ So they shonld, my dear madam,” said Jeronymo;
‘ they will witness the celebration of our marriage”
¢ Excellent !”” exclaimed the delighted mother ; ¢¢ su
we were to—but it would perbaps be impossible !" < J¢
is not impossible!” cried Jeronymo. *“ 1 guess :
thought, dearest madam ; it shall beso!” Indeed, 10~
turncdshc, while pleasure 9parklcd in her eyes ; ““have you
really guessed my thoughts ?” <“I have,” he replieds
¢ histen to me : we must keep our pro]cct a secret ; ysu
and my beloved Clementina must go in the mning to
the comvent at the hour appointed : you will both go into-
the church, where I shall wait for you near the altar; and,
when the ceremonmy begins, and the priest makes the:
wsual question of “what dost thou want?’ [ shall’ some.
forward and answer in her stead. I will then shew him:
the archbishop’s order to perform. the marriage-ceremony,,
and insist upon his complying instantly. Oh, Cle-
menting / that indeed will be an houwr of bligs!” “lqp
like a child,” said the good eountess ; ‘1 antici h
ve 1 shall experience at the performance of this exe
dhﬁ*u..l“ not be ahile bd@phﬂ nighr for joysd”

Clementina




¢ Clementina at first objected to the plan, but her mother's
jomecl to her Jeronyms's entreaties soon silenced her ob-
fi y and she even began to think that her vanity
w be highly gratified in being united to her lover in
puume of so numerous and distinguished an assem-
-.b\[,r Jeronymo remained with his beloved till six in the
mm*nmg, he then left them to dress for the approaching

. weremony, and to give the ladies an opportunity of pre-
f‘ sparing themselves also.

"~ About nine, all the bells of the convent began to rina,
as a signal that the ceremony would soon begin.  Cle-
mentina and her mother arrived at the convent a few mi-
‘nutes after; they were received at the church door with
great form, and a chaplet of flowers was put upon Cle-
mentina’s head ; and she was Jed, while the most delight-
ful music was phylncr toveards the altar.  Shedrembled
violently, and looked anxiously for Jeronymo, whom she
soon saw standing close to the altar; his eyes met* her’s
and inspired her wuh ceurage. All the nobility were ranged
on each side, and the nune entered into the choir. The
‘croud was so immense, that it was with difficulty that the
-guards could keep them within bounds. The priest as-
cended the altar, aud made a sign to Clementina, and she

, approached. ¢ What do you wish ?” said he to her
with a loud and andible voice. ¢ She wishes to be mar-
ried to me,” said Jeronymo advancing, and presenting
the dispensation of the archbishop. The priest read it with

" alook of amazement, shewed it to his assistant, and then
read it aloud. He began the marriage-ceremony ; and some
of Jeronymo's friends, who had been apprized of the plan,
came forward to serve as witnesses.

The astonishment of the spectators was extreme ; they
cﬁiﬂd scarcely believe their own seuses ; and every eye
wﬁ!ed upon the new married couple. The nuns, forget-
ﬂtgmmse of propriety in thewr confusion, unveiled
their faces, to bave a better view of: this extraogdinagy
mvmm pressedclosés to the grite, and gazed
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from him. He raved!

T T R TS z

-;nwdu; the maost rpmﬁmnd silence mpd
wput the church.
the nuptial \geremony  was finished, Jumwn
led his bride to the banquetting room, and the Countess
Pellegrini Wnvited the nobility to partake of the refreshs
ments. As Jeronymo perceived that the abbess was ex=
tremely irritated ; he told her his reasons for not inforns
ing her of his plan, and promised to defray the whole of
the expenses of the entertainment, and to pay besicdes a
large sumn for the education and hoard of his wife since
she had been. under her care. He did all this to appease
the baugbty and revengeful abbess, who was a wi
of high birth, and connected with the most m
families in Ggnoa. At this information her resenfment
seermed entirely to subside ; she spoke and behaved jn a
friendly manngr to Clementina, and the remainder of the
company laughed at the singularity of the advesture.
The refreshments were served with the greatest profusion.
Clementina complaining of thirst, the abbess herself help-
ed -her to g glass of lemonade, which she drank. at one
draught and soon after left the convent to go and receive
the blessing of her father-in-law, whose indisposition bad
prevented his attending the marriage-ceremony.

On her way to her father, she felt herself rather ua-
well, which she attributed to the agitation of her spi-
rits, She leaned upon the bosom of her teloved Jero~
%mo, and complained of a violent pain in her stomach.

hen she arrived at his father’s, sheknelt to receiye his °
blessing ; but, on attempting to rise, her pains increased $0
such a degree that she was unable to stand : she was
shortly after taken with violent convulsions:: a physicidn
was sent for, who declared her life to be in greatdanger *f I
have druak a glass of lemonade at the convent,” said the
unfortunate C!mnt:‘na : *“it-was given to me by the
abbess. [, ” she could say ao wmore, and i
expired in the arms of her distracted hushand. [t wess
with the greatest difficulty that they could take her :

C;!'cmcn!mu last Mﬁ were -
8l cver



down to his bed with strong ‘cords, lesthe should hurt
himself. He repeated every moment the name of his be-
loved Clementina. "

Poor Clementina's corpse was opened : the surgeons, who
performed the operation, pronounced that she had been
poisoned. A prosecution was commenced aguinst the ab-
bess, as no doubt remained of her being the author of
the abominable deed. After along trial, she was at length
convicted of the crime. Notwithstanding sentence of
death was pronounced against her, her powerful relations
caused it to be mitigated into imprisonment for life ; but
the populace, exasperated atthe act of injustice, assembled
in great numbers round the convent, and waited until
the abbess was brought out to be conveyed to prllon
They tore her forc1bly from the hands of the officers of
4ustice *Mer supplications wersia vain ; and the Wretch
-aftersuffering every ignominy they could inflict, expired
by their-hands : a dreadful example to monastic cruelty !

‘he day of Clementina’s funeral came : the hearse slowly
: pwmeded through the court-yard, followed by the weep-
A-urg relations of the unfortunate Clementina, and a vast
concburse of people. The awful sound of the trumpet, *
“which preceded the mournful proccsslnn, roused Jerony-
o, who bad been for some hours in a kind of lethargic
cgleep. He broke, with supernatural strength, the cords
¢ with which he was bound, ran to the window, and,
nlooking at the hearse which contained the corpse of his
* i Clementina, he exch:med ¢ Oh, my beloved! take me
thee!” aud - out'of the window'——He fell ! and
:r ains wm out and scattered over the black

all which covered the body of his: Clementina. They
were butied in the same grave : the agonized marquis of

X0 fa S snd ter Raman Cathlc couicis, » wumpel frmery
oy §9 ' Abruzze




to. ml,&w honpmhcd huiu;tw. lived a short
after her ; baut the death of her dear Clementina. nooi:fput'
an end to her existance, and once more re-united hes
to her beloved daughter.

A melancholy instance of the wunlimited power which the.
abbots and ablesses of convents could exercise on the une
happy victims entrusted to their care.

WHEN the late unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth at
tempted to escape from his persecutors, in 1791, I was
then in France, where having resided for some years, I
had an opportumty of w:tncssmd the bcgmqmg a.nd_,-
process of that dreadful revolution, w'am.h has shaken that.
devoted country to its foundation.  The excesses Whlc,h‘
were do.lly committed in the capital determined me to,
leave it, and retire at a great distance from that scene of
bloodshed. My health was at that time very bad, andi
had every reason to suppose I was attacked with a 31!!;
monary complaint ; I therefore chose the south of,
France as the place of my futuye residence, hopmg

the well known s;tluhnty of thejair would prove, bené
cial. Being arrived in Prmcnce, I found, to my SW
SOITOW, that the revolutionary spirit had reached, the,
shore of the Mediterrancan, and that I was not to expect
the tranquillity which I bad promised myself to enjoy in
that climate, to which nature has been so prodigally
bountiful., I was however fortunate engugh to discoyer,
a retreat in a dcliﬂhtful village not far from I\:ee, and in
that charming pld.cc I flattered myself that I should e~
guin my health and strcnﬂ'th, I walked out every day, b
and admired the u,nnvalled bcauty and luxuriancy of the
country ; the hills . were covered with frnits of all sorts,,
the flavour of wh;gb is upknown to the inhabitants f&
h:rrhcr lautudg. Apfh,gp;stanac o{ xbout ve rmlu

X



tﬂ!,ﬁbiﬁlllemmm!t of‘*whfcﬁ uu. nsive N
dh‘nﬁng prespect delighted  the eye.  I'took great plea-
sure in walking to that convent almost every day; T
wished greatly to visit it, but upon inquiry found that
it was impossible, as it was a convent of nuns, and the
abbess was uncommonly strict, and reputed one of the
.most venerable of the holy sisterhood. I was told thak
fermerly several young ladies were sent to that convent
as boarders, and that some of my. fair country-women had
been educated in it ; but that, owing to some report of
the ahbess’ having trcated one of thcm rather cruelly, no
English  person had been sent there for many years. I’
inquired how long the present abbess had been at the
lread of the convent, and I was informed that she had
presided nearly forty years, being at that time about three
score and ten. The man who gave me that information
was extremely superstitious, and looked upon the abbess
as a saint ;- he seemed quite distressed at the thought that
any person could be profane enough to suppose her
guilty of any crime. I learned, however, that many per-
sons were of a different opinion, and considered her as a
very cruel woman. After having resided nearly a year
i:_1 the village of . ... I found my health considerably
better, and resolved to return to my heloved: country at’
the endof autumn, 1792, particularly as I'heard, it was
l&dy that hostilities would take place between the two
countries. In the beginning of August, news were re-
ceived of many horrid murders and’ assassipations com-
miitted at Péris. Whether the men, who were then ‘at the-
head of government, sent some propagators of their prin-
e%s to Nice and the envjrons, I'cannot assert; but cer-
tain it is, that'in a few ys thoip,mt of” pl'unﬂcr and ra=
pckymmedtobemsulluf ‘in ‘almost every ome. I'be-
mtotﬂhkmy ‘situation wungt wholly wrthott‘dangcr
1 am-u to x immediately. |
was 3 man, b-&g%::;



mmﬂnt apiriy of pemi:u, hudé&ﬁy, re
ing-serjeant, had set fire to two or three beautiful cc
houses belonging to some noblemen, and that they'

peared resolved to destroy every mansion and convent in
that part of the province. The cruelty of the abbess of
the neighbouring eonvent immediately occurred to my
mind. Wretched woman, thnught I, thy crimes will
probably be severely punished, even in this world. My
honest landlord begged me not to goout ; he assured me
my life wasin danger: ‘¢ These wretches,” said he, ¢* hate
the English; and they would perhaps murder you, if
they knew you were a native of that country.” I thanked
him, and followed his advice. In the night we heard a
most terrific and confused noise; the cries of terror and
lamentations were mingled with oaths and execrations;
distant firing added horror to the scene. I sprang out of
bed ; and was dressing to go out and inquire the cause of
those dreadful cries, when my landlord came to me, and
conjured me not to appear ; he said he was going, and he
would tell me all that had happened. He returned in about
an hour, and, with tefror in his countenance, he informed
me that the villains had set fire to the convent, brutally
treated the nuns, and murdered the abbess. My blood
ran cold at that horrid account ; and I imagined every mo-
ment that they would come and murder me likewise ; but
my landlord assured me that there would be no danger for
two or three days, because they were gone to the Chateas
de L...., which was at twenty-two miles distance; and
where they were sure of finding an immense quantity of
valuable articles, as the owner was one of the richest
noblemen in the province. The next morning my land~
lord asked me to walk with him to the half-busnt cone
vent: ¢ Itisanawful sight,” said he, ¢ but you will haye
an opportunity, which seldom happens, that of visiting
the cells where the nuns reside, for above one third of it ré=
mains entire, and the fise has been exnngmahcd e




sllection afthe qunlnudhwhhadhumm?u»
the wutched nuns greatly affected me; and, the h 1
had been assured, that the abbess had acted basely towa.rdl
an English lady, I could not help regretting that her pu-

nishment had been so dreadfully severe. 1 examived at-
tentively the cells; some of them had not been rifled, and
~ contained many valuable relics, and specimens of ingenui»

ty. Behind that part of the conveat which remained en-
tire, was a large paved yard which led to a most beautiful

garden. As we were traversing the place, my landlord

* said in a low voice: ¢ ] detest the wretches who have set

fire #o this convent : [ execrate their leaders, and from my
- Beart pity the victims of their ferocity ; but the abbess of
this convent deserved her fate, miserable as it has been.”
¢ I have heard,” answered I, ¢¢that she was a very crucl
woman ; and that she bad ill-treated one of my country-
women, but | never heard the particulars ; can you infarm
me of them ?”  ¢¢ | cannot,” replied he ; *“all that I know
. is, that 2 young and very amiable English lzdy perished
in this place about thirty-two years ago, and I believe no
one has ever known how she died. It is wy opinion that
ghe was murdered ; but,” continued he, ¢ let us ex-
piom this court, I have been inforined that there is a dark
dungeon where she ueed to confine the nuns whenever they
dared disobey her ; she had great power, and the bishop
venerated her so much, that it would have heen useless to
have madte any complaints against her.”  We cavefully ex-
nnﬁm&:very part of the court, but could find no trap.
dogr At last my friend thought of a method of dis-
-co-)g‘ring the opening if there were any ; he took a large
‘Btone and struck several parts of the pavement; near one
~ of the corners it soonded very hollowly. ¢ Depend up-
on it,” said be, ¢ that the duagcon is near this place ; let
_ms remove this square stone.” With a great deal of trou-
'Hawc succeeded, and perceived a very deep cavity ; we
smoved tweo mpore ftones, and discovered 3 dark and
_;-m. ".Let us ‘venture down this bosrid
. o8 ’LIOC,”




," exclaimed my landlord ; ¢ and yow ’dﬂl; l\m i
uy, have convineing proofs of the eruelty and tyraiiny of
the abbess. How many nfortunate females have

bly ended their days in that horrible dungeon 1” He&--
scended cautiously ; and, after a few minutes, bhe called
to me. ¢ Hasten down, you will be astonished.” I wis
indced very much surprized, when 1 beheld two Ilarge
dungeons, considerably lighter than [expected ; I perceived
that they extended under another part ot the convent, and
that the light proceeded from a grated window. 1o one
of the dungeons was a low and very bad bed, and a cruei-
fix ; but the other dungeon was much better furnished ;
and we judged that nuns, who had net committed hcmcms
crimes, were confined in it., The bed was much better,
a table was close to it, and there were besides a chair and
a Bible; against the wall was a large wory crucifix. As
I was examining the different articles, I perceived that the
table had a drawer, and opening it I found a manuseript,
written partly in English and partly in French. Upon
the outside leaf was written in a French hand: ¢ Recit;
des Suffrances de Mdlle Eliza H.....n:” which signifies,’
. ¢¢ A narrative of the sufferings of Mise Eliza H......nd"
¢ I believe you are right,” suid I to my landlord, *¢ this is
an English name ; I dare say that is the unfortunate
young lady you mennoned.” ¢ I have no doubt of it,”
answered he, * but let us not remain in this dismal place ;
let us return home ; you can read it there without inter-
ruption.” As soon as | wasin my room I eagerly perused
the manuscript, of which the following is an exact copy..

“ My God! what have I done? what crime have 1
comuitted to be thus buried alive, and condemned nevér
to see the glorious sun again! Souls of sensibility, if you
find thig paper when I have ceased to exist, pity me ; pity
the sufferings of the wretched Eliza H.....n.

I was born at S......d, in the north of England ; my
father was born a Roman Catholie, and disliked
every other religion, ' 'When very young, he fell -
ratoly In love with my mothcf and, though

-




- ; and ddnrcd her, or rather ordmd hcr, never
speak to 'them in praise of any other religiof. Their ﬁut'
child was a boy, who was sent at an early age to a col-
!ege on the continent, that he might be regularly educated
in his father’s religion. I was the secoud child ; my mo-
ther loved me dearly, and treated me with the utmost
fondness ; my temper was said-to be good, I returned
my mother’s affections by attending dutifully to all her
wishes. She took the utmost pains with my education :
and before I had attained my seventh year, I was better
instructed than children gencmlly are at ten years of age.
When my dear mother perceived that I was fond of learn~
ing, and anxious to excel all my young playmates, she
ventured to speak to me of religion ; she defined it ac-
cording to the dictates of her kind and sympathizing
heart ; she painted the excellence of it in such glowing
colours, that I became as fond of religious conyersafions
as she was. Firmly attached toher rehglon, and believi
it to be the best, she forgot the promise which her hus,
band had extracted from her, and gradually instructed
«me in the established religion ; pointing out at the same.
time the improprieties and errors of other sects. My fa-
ther examined me one day, desirous of knowing how I
employed my time, and whether I had improved ; when he
examined me on the subject of rcligign, he was surprized
and greatly irritated at finding me so averse to the Roman
Catholic religion. Convinced that my mother had in-
stilled those principles in my mind, he sent for her; andy
having scvcrcly reproached her for deceiving hlm, and
.cduc.umg me in a belief which Le detested, he told her
-that it would be of no use, for he was determined all his
children should be brought up in his religion ; and; to
crase all the impressions which I received on that head,
‘and at the same time to prevent her from coffinning them,
‘he assured her 1[bnt “he would send e to a convent in

“France, as soon as he could discover an abbess who would
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watch me carewy and inculcate those nndplu which he
; 50 ardently wished me to follow. After a short time he
- discovered this fatal and wretched convent. Having agreed
with the abbess, he tore me cruelly from my beloved mo«
ther's embrace, and sent me to this hated place. 1 have
since found out that he requested the abbess to punish me
severely if I did not attend with the greatest assiduity to
the rites and ceremonies of the Roman Catholic church
and he farther desired her to endeavour to persuade me
that the life of a nun was the most agreeable that could be
led ; and that it would be my duty to take the veil ag
soon as [ had attained my filteenth year. I shall never
forget the agony of patting with my dear, my venerated,
my tender, mother. Alas! her pangs were not inferior ta.
mine; for I learned that she had sunk under her grief, which
was increased by her husband’s cruel treatment. The
abbess at first treated me with the utmost kindnes; for a
long tinre she behaved to me with the uftmost affection,
without ever mentioning the subject of religion. At last,
at the expiration of about eight months, she began to ex-~
- amine me, and reproved me sharply for my Aeritic opie
nions : she then informed me that it was my father’s or~
" ders that I should render myself worthy of being admitted
in the holy sisterhood ; for, he designed that I should
take the veil and cfedlcatc the whole of my life to the ser-
vice of the church. Unkindly treated as I had been by
my father, torn from the arms of my dearly beloved mo-
ther, who, I had just learned, had breathed her last about
two months after my departare, 1 cared little for the
world, and would gladly have followed the abbess’s advice,
if I had not felt an insurmountable aversion to some of
their cefémonies. However, I did notlike to tell the
abbess ‘thit T was determined to remain i the religion in
which T had been educated, as I was well oonvmced that
1 should be ill-treated and had ro means of redress : na
friend to apply t6 ! My father I knew would be inexorable,
I told the abbess I would de every thing that iy
father and-she thought the best for'ae ; bat that] -iw
89 . T L wish -



‘wish to make a longer probation than was generally thé
ease, in order that I might understand fully the duties in-
cumbent upon my sacred calling. ¢ My daughter,” an=
swered the abbess, ¢you are now twelve years of age :
you are tall, and have received-a much better education
than is commonly given to young people of your age :
twelve or eighteen months are o'enerall.y the time that we
allow to young gitls ; but, desirous of indulging you, 1
shall give you two years and a half. You w:] have time
to examine the benefits attendant upon this holy institu-
tion ; you will be nearly fifteen, and I trust that your
good sense will point out to you the propriety of con-
forming to the will of heaven, who wishes to reclaim
you from error.” I confess that, during the first year of
my noxiciate, 1 thought the life of a nun melancholy but
not disagreeable ; but I soon discovered that the abbess
was a cruel unrelenting woman ; all the nuns hated her,
yet they were so much afraid of her, that they dreaded to
express their sentiments to each other. Among them was
a lovely young female about eighteen years of age ; she
had taken the veil about a year befose I arrived at the
convent. Her name was Sistcr Madeleine : she was of a
most amiable disposition, yet it was easy to diseern that
gricf preyed wpon her soul. As I waeextremely grave,
she took: a particular fancy to me: ¢ My dear Eliza,’ she
said one day when we were alone, ¢ you do not much like
the idea of quitﬁnv the world for ever ?’ Iingenuosly
qoufvpgd that 1did not, and that Ishould have preferred a
gay - life-'to the seclnded and monetonous existence of a
cloister. ¢ Alas! dearest Eliza,” replied she, €you are
‘perfectly right ; anless you are compelled to take the veil,

do not comply with the wishes of the abbess; itis a
dreadful lifey particularly for one who has tasted the
pleasures of this life. Sister Madcleine shed some tears
as she spoke. “You are unhappy,’ said I ; ¢ will you not
impart to your friend the cause of your unhappincsa 14
! Youare the ouly friend I have in this woyld,” she re-
phcd ‘a.m}} shall immediately prove to you thatI cannot
e 99 g - be



be happy in this dismal place,” by informing you that’
once loved. Alas! Ilove still, an amiable young offices
‘who was distantly related to me ; he returned my pas-
sion with equal ardour ; my cruel stép-mother bad me
carried to this place by night, and compelled me to take
this hated veil ; my adored Monfjore died of grief at
having lest me for ever, and here I drag a lingering exist-
ance, fervently imploring Heaven to accelerate the moment
of my dissolution. I have felt less unhappy since you are.
here ; the wish of alleviating the grief, which I see im-
printed upon your countenance, has made me forget part
of mine.”
¢ I was affected at Sister Madelcine’s short bat pathetic
adveature, and it increased my dislike for a convent.
Alas! the time drew near, and I saw no method of es-
caping, asthe abbess shewed me a letter from my father,
in which he threatened me with his malediction if I re-
fused to comply with his will. I imparted the dread-
ful tidings to my dear Madeleine. ¢ Poor wretched Eliza,’
she said, ¢ you wil! be as miserable as I am; well, we
must submit so our fate, perhaps it will not be for a long
time ; death will come and release us from our vews.’
The day arrived, and I was compelled to bid adieu to the
pleasures of this world. When I pronounced the detested
vows, I formed the resolution of breaking them if I ever
found an opportunity, as I was well convinced that an
aath taken by compulsion could not be binding. As soon
as I had taken the veil, the abbess treated me with the
utmost kindness ; she knew that I could not escape, and,
proud of having fulfilled my father’s cruel intentions, she
thought she would conciliate my affections by an appa=
rently kind treatment ; she was deceived, I detested her,
and all the nuns, except my dear Madelcine, who has since
proved the sincerity of her friendship for me, and the ex-
cellence of her heart. At the festival of St. Philip, we.
all weat in,progession to the ghurch of . .. . to hear the
bishop preach. In leaving the church I observed a young.
officer, who Jooked at me with the greatest attention ; he
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Wm #ﬂk:esmm, and kept as close by me af
y would permit ; his eyes were always fixed upon
me. Alas! T thought I could see love and respect des
picted in them, and I felt that ['should love him much
better than my solitude. When we were alone, I spoke
of him to my beloved Madelvine; she told me, that she
had observed him, and that she was convinced he
wotld endeavour to impart his eentiments to me.—
“Would to Heaven !’ continued she, ¢ that his sentiments
weére honourable, and that you might escape from this
disrnal abode! but take care of yourself, dearest Eliza, you
are lost if that old dragon, the abbess, should knew of
your correspondence. You speak of it, said I, as if it
were very sure that he loves me, and that he is to write
to me !’ ¢ Depend upon it, you will hear from him ;" re-
plied Madeleine. Alas! she was right; a distant relation
of . Sister Mudeleine’s visited her, and, as soon as she had
the opportunity, told her that C/mr!cs de R... anin=
tihate friend of her husband’s, was viclently in love with
a fun belonging to that convent ; that he had followed
hier during the whole time the proccssion lasted, and had
at last prcvallcd upon his friend to request his wife would
Be good enough to go to the convent, and endeavour to
find out who this lovely English nan was; for, by her
walk and elegant figure, he was sure that she was an En-
glish lady. Muadelcine, without my knowing it, told her
that I returned his passion, for that I had done nothing
But speak of him since I saw him ; ¢he added, that I had
been compelled to take the veil, and that I should be de-
lighted to find an opportanity of quitting the convent for
ever. Accordingly, two days after, Mndeleine came to
my cell, and delivered me a letter that her friend had
given her. It was from my dear Charles de R . . .; he
described his pagsion in the most ardent and honourable
manner, and vowed by all e held sacred fo make me his
wife. He begged that I would forgive him for thus abruptly
_his passion, and desiring me to fiy from the
conve th:t this Would be perhaps the last oppor-
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tonity he could find to write to me. He ppointed &
day, and siid, that if I would walk in the ga di ll_.l_lt'l? the
convent as late in the evening as [ could, he would be on
the other side with a postch.usc and a few friends; and,
with the hclp of a silken ludder, I might escape, and
make him the haopiest of men. Love plcudcd his cause,
and I consented. My beloved friend promised to assist
me ; I wanted her to escape also ; ¢ No, my dear Eliza,’
she said, ¢the world has now no more charms for me;
Montjore is dead—how can I be happy ? but you will be
happy.” Alas! I was doomed to be wretched, instead of
being blessed. Whether the abbess suspected something
from the unusual agitation which appeared on my coun-
tenance, I know not, but she visited my cell while I
slcpt and found the dear letter of my adored Charles,
whi-h unf'ortunately I had not destroyed. She convened
all the oldest sisters'of the convefit, and ‘having imparted
to them the horrid crime of corresponding with a man,
and meditating to escape, she ordered me to be confined
in this dungeon until death put an end to my - penitence.
Four of her servants came to my cell.—I was just awake,
and did not know that the abbess had taken my letter;
they bound my arms, and, loading me with rep;oa.ches,
dragged me in this horrid place. ‘The abbess came to re= -
primand me in the severest terms, and to assure me, that
I should never see the sun again. 1 wept, I'fell at her
knees, but all in vain. Since that horrid day, I have had
nothing but bread and water.  Sister Madeleine comes as
often 3s.she can to;weep with me. She has furnished me -
with pens and papery and I determined to write my la-
mentable adventure, -that, if it should ever be seen by my
futher, he may shed a tear to the memory of a daughter
whom he has driven to desperation. My God! forgive

me ! I cannot live longer in this hotrible dunggon, tom
from all the world, from thee, Leloved Charles! alas !
thou didst wish to save me. -—-Accept my last ﬂl-lllkl,*h
Adieu for ever "
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leine in French ; r unfortunate iz !
lﬁv‘e mercy on her soul. ' She <oulA bear Her suf-
gs no longer! This morning when T ‘entéfed her
cell, shc was kneeling before a cmmﬁx, and with u stea-
dy hand, she was drawing a sharp knife through her throat.
I flew to her, bat, alas! it was tob late,~=1 was covered
with hér blood. She looked at me, and, lifting het hands
to Heaven, as if to implore for Ykness, she expired in ny
arms ! Almighty Creitor | forgive her ! may her sin be
upen the cruel wretch who drove her to that dreadful
suicipe |

]

HENRI b FRANCCEUR.
A Freneh Tale.

Hsﬂl! pe Francaur was born at D/jon, in Burgundy,
in 1735. Hig father wus a respectable tradesman, and,
though his honesty and industry wete remarkable, he had
experienced so many severe losses, that it was with dif-
fiealty he could maintain his family, which consisted of
seven children. His wife, théBeloved partner of his sor-
fows, had sunk under the accumulated pressure of gtief
and penury, and Mr. de Francewr exerted himself to
support his dear children in as comfortable a state as he
could, devoting every moment, ig, which he was at Jei-
sure, to the improvement of their minds. Though he
tvas an excellent father, and treated all his chlldren with
great kindness, he could not help feeling more partiality
for Henri ; Mis disposition was so amiable==he was so
: " so ¢bedient, ard so dedirons of improving, that
fdﬁr impossible mot to 1ove him mote than his brothers.
“Wihken he had attained his twelfth year, his fathet, who
lamented his inability to give him as brilliant an edacation
- 0% a8
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as he wished, wrote most pressingly to a rich
at Panis, who had frequently offered Lis services. .
“de Epancaour ingenuously confessed his embarrassed situas
tion. ¢ I can barely subsist,” said he; ¢ but thgu; 1 d
- not mind so much as the impossibility of sending rrm g
children to a college, where they might receive an educa-
Lion suitable to the rank which their grapdfather held at
Bijon. Henpiin passicular might become a prodigy, his
assidaity is tryly astopishing; he devotes all his days to
study. You haye often expressed a wish of serving me—
o you gan find some sixuation where Henri may imprave
himself, I shall be for ever thankful.” The merchant
was a man really posscssed of the most benevolent
sentiments ; he wrote imunediately to Mr. de Frauceur ;
““ Send me your Heari; I shull take care of him, and
give him every opportunity of indulging his laudable de,
sire of studying., [ shall treat him as my son, provided
he continues to behave as well as you say he does.” :
Myr. de Francqur overjoyed, called his son to him ;
“ My dear Henri,” said be, *“ you must quit me for
some time, tut-it is for your goed, my circumsciibed
means prevent me from ¢nabling, yay to pursue your
studies ; my friend at Peris has promised to treat you ag
his son ; you will have every opportupity of improviag,
and you may one day become the support of your aged
father, and perbaps.of some of your brothers. Ge, y
‘dearest Heari, may the blessing of Heaven be with.yon !
Be abedient and grateful to Mr, Laborde, reverehim asa
second, father,”  Henri, who dearly loved his father, was
greatly affected at being forced to leave him; he would
gladly "hav}: abandoned all his flattering. prospects to re~
main with bim ; .but Mr. de: Frongeur knew too well the
value of Mr. Laborde’s offer to neglect it ; and Henri, after
assuring his father that he would write tohim every wes
set oyt feom his native town, and artived safely at Mz
Laborde's house. He was received and treated with. the
utmost kindness. = Mpr. Laborde allowed him to visit.ajl
the curiositienof the capital,, after which be sent hunhty:
95 t t




pal, in which he praised Henr?’s dillgencc dnd assi-
ity in the warmest terms, and said, that he would
unquestionably become one of his best informed pupils.
The kind Mr. Laborde enclosed that letter in one of his,
and sent it to Mr. de Francrur, who was delighted at
hearing so favourable an account of his dear Henri.
When Henri had been five years at the college Mr. La-
borde resolved to send for him, and endeavour to place
him advantageously : he therefore wrote to Henri and
desired him to set out in a month.  Henri immediately
,answered his letter, and in the most pressing terms re-
quested leave to remain six months longer. M. Laborde
was rather surprized at the request, and still more at the
agony which he expressed at the thought of quitting the
college, but he attributed it to his love for study, and he
consented. When the time was nearly elapsed, Henri
wrote to his benefactor, and in the most urgent terms en-
treated him to let him remain some time longer. Mr.
dalorde, astonished ut that request, wrote to the princi-
pal, angl, after having imparted to him his design of re-
moving Henri from the college, he inquired whether
Henri bad fulfilled his expectations. The principal an-
swered that Henr: was one of the best educated, und one
of the most amiable young men that he had ever known.
Mpr. Laborde then determmed to pay a visit to Henri, apd
learn from him the cause of his repugnance to quit the
college ; he received his benefactor with the most affec-
tionate respect ; *“ Henri,” said the venerable Lalorde,
rather seriously, *“ 1 have heard an excellent account of
your improvement and behaviour, but youare now nearly
mm I wish you to quit sthe college, 1 am de-
fplacmg you in some of the public offices, until

find you a situation, you will remain with mep and be
w as my son ; what is the reason that you appear 1o
fuﬂm;withm’ I-thought'you laved me.” ¢ I

do



" do indeed o mtl revere yau,"'mﬁhd:m ﬂ |
-htl-——younﬁllbe displeased with me.”, ¢ What
done? Why should I be displeased ?"
M’r. {:;nd ‘¢ Begguse I have not revealed to you thp. :
motive which makes me so desirous of remaining here.”
¢ I think Ican guess it,” said Mr. Laborde smiling ; *¢ you
have some attachment.” * It is true,” stammcrcd out
Henri: ““ 1 love, | adore, Missde M . .. shelives two miles
from the college ; I have the happiness of seeing her three
times a week ; her father detests the capital, and will not
suffer her to go there ; if I quit this place, I shall never
sce her again; and forgive me, if I say that [ cannot
exist without her.”  ““ Does she love you, my dear
Henri 7 ¢ Oh yes! very much ; she could not live
without me.” ¢ Well, well,” said Mr. leom’c', L3 |
shall see whether I cannot prcvall upon Mr.de M .
to give you his daughter, but you must not be too san-
guine in your expectations, for he is very proud of his
family. I have known him many years, and have often
heard him say, that he weuld give no portion to his
children if they married without his consent ; but, how-
ever, I shall see what I can de. Let us depart for Paris,
and to-morrow I shall wait on Mr.de M ....” Late
in the evening of the succceding day, Mr. Laborde sent
for Henri in his closet, and informed him that Mpr. de
M .... was so incensed at his daughter’s attachment,
that he was determined she should never have a shilling,
¢ But, Henri,” continued Mr. Laborde, * I have such a
high opinion of you, that I thought you would prefer
Missde M. ... without fortune to any other woman,
even with a large fortune, and accordingly I told Mr. de
M . ... that I wanted only his cansent; for, that it was
my ipgention to provide for you, in placing you in some
lucrafive situation ; therefnre in a week’s time Miss de
M. ... wil be yours.” Itis impossible to describe the
joy, -the happiness, of young Franceur. He wrote imme=
diately to his father ; and, after describing Mr. Ladorde's
hehaviour with the warmth of gratitude, he requested his:
hleumg and consent, M. Iadrdehpthswu&
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[ Biye e, M M, . < . made Henrlde‘hb
r the mltlt of men. A few weeks after their mar-
Lu&om’e sent for his young friend; ¢ My
Hgm- said he, ¢ I have'at length succeeded,—

Ihve pm‘cur‘d you a sitnation of twcnty four thousand
kﬁ*s a year, (about 1000/ sterling,) you will be imme-
diately under the Controller of Finance ; no one but he
can remove you from the office, and he has promised to
be your friend. I -now feel happy. I assured your
father, that I should take as much care of you as if you
were my $on ; " I'have, I hope, fulfilled rny promise. I
am old, and shall not probahly live many years. [ shall
die with the consoling. thought that you are secure from
want.”  Henri pressed his kind benefactor to his heart,
- and ran to impart the happy news to his fond and faithful
Elizabeth. - He had the good fortune to please the con«
troller, and his days glided in tranquillity and happiness.
Six years after, his revered, his excellent, friend and pa-
tron, Mr Luborde, quitted this world. Hesri and his
amiable wife felt the sincerest affiction, and shed tears of
gratitude on' his grave ; ‘before their grief had subsided,
Henrt received a lettcr 'fmh his brother acquainting him'
with the death of Mr. & Franceur. ¢ My dearest Eli-
sabeth,” sail Hemri, “71 have lost my two fathers, al-
most at the same time !” He was so much affected, that
his health was impaired for a short time, but at last, the
endearing attention of his wife, and the infantine carresses
of his bﬁh‘ved children, restored him to tranquillity.
Henri de Franceur was so universally respected by those
who knew him, that his father-in-kaw seat for him, and
treated him with the utmost affection. Poor Elizabeth was
now completely happy ; for, though she sometimes visited
her father, she had felt distressed at his neglect of her be-
laved husband.

- Fortune smiled upon Henri de Franemur until the year
1774. At that time he was happy as a man can pe ; he
had thirteen children ; and, though a family so numerous
w bim from amassing a fortune, he lived content-
edly, and did not wish for moge, The Av6é du T'. . . .



was very unexpectedly appointed consroller-gentral : bis
name will be long remembered with detestation. The
Baroness de . . . his avowed mistress, expended immense
sums with the most shameful prodigality ; her style of
living surpassed in magnificence and luxury that of any
princess, and the contemptible 464lé,in order to support
her in her extravagance, made several chunges in the de-
partment of finance, and removed several persons whose
services were of the greatest utitity.  One morning when
the unfortunate Henri de Francwur went to his office, he
was denied admittance ; and, upon inquiring the reason, @
man gave him a letter, by whieh the 48é du T .. ..
informed him, that his services were no longer wanted.
He fainted instantly, and it was with much ¢rouble that
the person who happened to be present could recover
him. As soon as he could walk, he slowly and dejectedly
bert his way towards his Rome, where his presence had
so often defused gladness, but alas ! his countenance was
so altered, that the affactionate Efizabeth and her chil-
dren were alarmed. ¢ Great God ! what has happened ?”
“she exclaimed. . ¢ Thou art as pale as death ! 'Oh, my
beloved, what ails thee ?”> ¢“Dost thou think I can see younai]
starve ?” calmly he replied, with the hollow voice of deg.
pair.  ““Starve !” they all-cried ; * Yes, starve : the A
bédu T . ... hasdismissed me. I have lost my place,
and you consequently have no means of subsistance,” buty—
““ Calm thyself, for God's sake !"” said the wretched and
weeping Elizabeth : ¢ 1 shall go to my father’s, he loves
me, he will'perhaps ussist us.” ¢“ I do not think he wnll,”
replied Henr: ; ¢ he is ot very rich—and besides, he wﬁl
not swerve from his oath ; but try what success thou
canst have. 1 shall go to the controller-general, perhayps.
he will take compassion on our situation ; I wish I hadd
gone to him before I made you all unhappy.” He left
the house with a gleam of hope. When he arrived at the
Abbé du T . . . ’she found it very difficult to gain admit-
tance ; atJast he was ushered in a most magnificent apast-
ment, where the 455¢ iir'u-nipping his chocelate 3 ** What
do you want ?” he asked Henr: in the most impolité mags
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e, H,‘ lon!, I have taken thelibertyofwutiqgm
. you to. represent my» wretched situation to you. I havea
wife and thirteen ciuldrcn, they subsist merely through
exertions ; 1 have served in the financial department

. with honour for fifteen years, you have this morning
boen pleased to dismiss me from my employment. Allow
me to observe, that, by so dom » you have doomed four-
teen innocent persons to cxpencnce the horrors of pe-
nury.” I have done what I pleased,” interrupted the
detestable A4/¢, ¢ and I find you extremely impertinent
to come and trouble me with your complaints.” ¢ But,
my lord, what must I do? what is to become of my un-
happy children 2 ¢¢ Let them starve, it is nothing to
me.” The A/Jé then ordered one of his attendants to
‘turn Henri out of his house. The distracted man fell on
his knees, and silently imprecated the terrible malediction
of Heaven on the cruel and insulting Aélé. He then
went home with a heavy heart, and found his El-
zabeth in tears. Oppressed by their sorrows, they re-
mained silent for some time ; at last the unhappy woman
threw Herself in the arms of her Henri ; ¢¢ My father will
not do any thing for us,” said she sobbing ; ‘¢ he says he
_pities us very much, but that, even if he had the means
.of supporting us, the terrible oath which he took, of
never assisting any of his children if they married against
his will, would prevent him ; and thou, my Henri, thou
hast also heen unfortunate in Ay application to the
Abté.” ¢ The vengeance of Heaven be upon him !” ex-
claimed Henri impetuocusly ; ““ he wishes our children to
starve. Oh, Elizateth ! Oh, my adored children! what
~will become of you ? As for me, 1 do not care, but the
.-thqnght that Lshall perhaps see you die of hunger fires my
brain. I cannot remain in that etate of horrid suspense,
1 shall go to all my friends. I bave many, perhaps they
will assist me.” He darted out of his house. The children
endeavoured to console their afflicted and weeping mether ;
.heir.sympathizing grief served as 2 balm to her distress ;
ﬂu was particularly struck with the tender attention of



little Eugene, who was only otqbi years of age; He
spoke of his father with such affection, and used so many
~means to console his mother, that lie nearly saéceeded.
At that moment Mr. de M. . .. (her father,) entered?;
¢ My dearest daughter,” said he, *¢ believe me when I
assure you, that I regret very much my impossibility
to serve you. I sincerely wish that ‘imperious ecircunt-
stances dil not prevent me ; but do not give way to des-
pondency, I have spoken to the Countde ¥ . . . who'has
promised he would use his interest, and endeavour to per-
suade the A/4é to give your husband another situation.
1 am affraid he will not succeed to the full extent of his
wishes, but [ have ‘no doubt of his being able to amelio~
rate your situation, therefore calm yoimtlf: where is
your husband ¥’ ¢ My dearost father,” answered the
poor Elizabeth, ¢ he is gone to his friends to solicit_their
protection ; would to God he khew what you have just
told me, for he is so extremely distressed that I greatly
fear he will never recover this shock ; after having lived
in a state of happiness for fifteen years, to be: thus sud+
denly reduced to want and misery, that has'had a dread«
ful effect upon him ; I shall be traly wretched until he
returti.,”  As she spoke, she heard-a knockat the door,
and sprang to meet her beloved Henri. - Adag! it was
not he; a stranger asked whether her nameﬂhﬂ- not
Francawr : upon her answering in the affirmative; he gave
her a letter, and hastily withdrew. She lookéd at the
letter | It'had no direction! She trembled as-she b%du:d it}
Scarcely had she began to read it, when she uttered a
loud and piercing shriek, and fell senseless on the floor.
Her father and the children ran to her, and thought her
dead. He sent immediately for a physician, who bled her,.
and said, that she had only faiated. Her father had
picked up the fatal letter; and, as soon as he heard that
the life of Blizaheth was not in danger, he hastily perused
the letter, which he perceived had been written by the
uifortunate Henri de Francaur. The following were the
contents of it; ¢« Dedrest Blirabets, when thon mdd
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m@wm will be no more : the Seine will
~contain the body of him who loved thee so well; do net
think me rash in thus disposing of my life without thy
- gonsent : hear what happened, and thou wilt'not blame
my memeory. After I quitted thee, I went to all my
friends to request them to unite their interest, and endea-
your to procure me a situation which might enable me to
support my beloved family. Oh, my Elizabet/ ! thou wilt
shudder to hear how thy unfortunate Henri was received.
My, C. L. ..t was the first to whom I applied ; he as-
sured me, that he knew no greater pleasure than that of
rendering me every service in his power, but that in this
instance he could not speak in my favour without running
the risk of lofing all his protectors. ¢“Itis very clear,” said
he} < that the A4lé du T . . . is irritated against you, and
it would be dangerous for me to testify my friendship for
you on the very day that such a powerful man has turned
you eut of his house ; in every other case command me.”
I left him with contempt, and went to the Chevalier Fran-
cis Julgs de R . . .; he l]amented my misfortune and pro-
tested fp me, that he was very sorry that I had been
turned out of the A466€s house, for he intended to invite
" me and my wife to go to the country with him. ¢ And
you must be aware,” said he, ¢‘ that I cannot invite the
man whom the 4éé¢ has dismissed from his employment
and turned out of doors!” Furious at these disappoint-
ments, ‘I rushed out of his house, and went to that old
Mr.de D . ..whom thou didst esteem more than any
of my friends. When I related to him my misfortune,
he appeared very much affected at it, and told me, that
he could do nothing for me in point of recommendation,
/but that he would lend me five hundred louisd’or, {about
/ $00/.) and that 1 should returm them when it was per-
fectly convenient ; he got up, went to his bureau, and,
turning round with an air of disappointment, *¢ Good
God ! my dear friend,” said he, ¢¢ I have involuntarily cohn-
mitted a very great mistake ; 1 have not ten louisd’or in the
house; Lam extremely sorry, that it is not in my power
P 102 3 to
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‘to assist you; Inowummherthnt Hutlll my readly
‘money to my cousin.’ At that moment his servant ens*
tered, and told him that Prugon, the coach-maker, had
edlcd to know whether he would purchase a bcauﬁfu-l
‘English curricle, the price of which was only 310/, ¢¢ Oh !
by all means,” replied the man, who could not find above
ten louisd’or. ¢ Here is the money,” said he, giving 3204
to the footman ; ¢¢ get the difference from him, and return
it me.” WhenI found, that the man, who expressed se
mush sorrow at his not being able to lend me any meney,
gave without hesitation 320/. for the purchase of a curri-
cle, I began to perceive that all my friends were of that
kind, who are faithful only in time of prosperity ; my
agony increased every moment, and I dreaded the hour in
which I should be cempelled to declare to you, that I
had not the means of supporting you. I had only a feem
ble hope left——it was to call on the Chevalier Silvio de
Montano, that Italian nobleman, who had always ex-
pressed the greatest desire of serving me, or any one of my
family. After I had related the whole transaction te him,
he looked at me, and said calmly, ‘‘1am much distressed
at this sudden reverse of fortune,—you will lose all 'yonr
friends : as to me, I neverassist any of my acquaintances,
it would subject me to many disagreeable applications.”
I immediately bowed, and was leaving the room when he
called me back, and asked me what I intended to do ; add-
ing, that he would enable me to support my family in
affluence if I would accede to his proposal.—Oh, Elize-
beth ! dearest partner of my bosom! it was to connive at
thy dishonour. The infamous wretch had the audacity
of proposing to me to barter thy virtue for gold. I became
desperate. [ insisted upon immediate satisfaction, I used
such insulting epithets, that the villain was at last
roused :—we fought ! and the hand of thy Henr: bas
avenged thee !—But thy busband could not live—he could
not see thee and our beloved children starve ; my punishe
ing tbat villain would prevent me from seeking even the
means of procuring bread for you all. I quit thee ! Adieu,
¥3 Elizabeth ¥



!—bm’: fond, virtuous, wnbappy, wife, adien’!
'- _'Ht gsometimes of him, who was once thy fortunat
; “M&uﬁnnd, Henri de ¥ranceur.” 4
‘Mr.de M. ... felt indescribable distress at the perural
qfthe letter ; and he immediately resolved to endeavour
to find the hd}t.af'» the unfortunate de Franceur. As he
was going, the wretched Bl rabeth came down with her
¢hildren, and told her father that she knew where he was
going, and that she inteaded to accompany him. ¢ I
must see once more the body of my dear Henri /”” she ex-
claimed. Her father tried in vain to make her alter her
resolution ; “he represented to her that it would only add
to her distress, but she remained firm, and the mournful
family proceeded to that part of the Seine, which is gene-
rally dragged once a day. When they arrived, some men
were employed in that melancholy office; and, in a few
minutes, the body of poor Heari de Francewr was brought
up. Though much disfigured, the distracted Elizateth
knew itinstantly, and threw herself upon it ; the weeping
children surrounded the livid body of their father. Sud-
denly Eugene started up : ““ Which of you all loved our
father the most ¢’ he demanded - with a loud voice.
¢ J1,..1V" answered several of his brothers. = ¢ [ shall
prove to you,” replied he, ¢ that little Eugene loved him
more than all of you.” In saying those words, he ran to
the river-side, and plunged into it, with such rapidity, that
mo onegcould prevent him ; every attempt to save him
was tried, but without effect, Mr.de M ... . took the
care of his daughter, and sent her two of the best
yeicians, but it was too late, her heart was broken, and
“she died ten days after the fatal death of her much-loved
/‘and unfortunate husband. 'The tngical stosy reached the
‘King's cars, and he granteda small pension to the orphans.
.Mt the friends of Mr. de M. ... interested themselves
. for the children of Henri de Iihm, who had been so
x«llhy esteemed; and whose days would have flowed
a eouftse of uninterrupted happiness, had not the detest-
duﬂﬁdifl....- ‘deprived him of ﬂwmoﬁnp-
B / porting



mhp amiable and numerous family. m
revolution hl.ppened, in 1789, three of 1i’s ch

were living, and it is suppo&ed thcy have fallen vumms lb :
ite horrors,

——— e
T e e T

SUICIDE OF WILLIAM L... .,
A native of Sﬁqﬂldd

.Ar the bcglnnmg of thc last ccntury, l:vcd at Sheffield,

. Mr. Ty ...a merchaat, who might be called a man after
God’s own heart : his delight was in doing good, and
assisting the poor ; he wasan excellent father, and a faith-
ful and affectionate husband. Returning homeone day in
a very severe winter, he was much distressed at beholdiag
a beautiful boy, about eleven or twelve years of’ age, wh'o
was nearly naked : he was shivering at the door of an inm,
and imploring charity of every person who entered. At
the moment that Mr. T . ... was passing, the brutal land~
lord came out, and with a whip drove unmercifully the
_poor weeping supplicant from his door. Mr. T,... im=
mediately called the boy, gave him some' money, and
asked him who he was, and why he was begging? The
boy answered, that his father’s name was Edward L....n;
that he- was a blacksmith, and had five childrens that he

had been ill and unable to work, and thcy‘ were conse=’

quently starving, Mr.T.... went with the boyto cen-

vince himself of the truth of his statement, and, finding it - .

correct, he generously relieved them, and took William
‘home with him in the capacity of a servant; prom
him that, if he behaved well, be would be a good

to him. William, who was overjoyed at his change of

situation, did every thing in his power to please hismaster ;

and Mr, T.... admiring his diligence, determined to
give him an education, calculated to qualify him for a

counting-house ; and, if he found his abilities. eqna! tobis -
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mwﬂ,he inteyiedm;ﬂace him at some respectable
William mproved répidly ; and, continuing

* %0 bebave well, Mr. T . ... conceived sach a friendship
'. for him, that he would not part with him, but took him
" in his own counting-house. For two years, he continued
to behave in an ev.emplary manner,and Mr. T.... in-
'l.rl:lsted him with large sums to pay bills or make pur-
chases : his agéounts ' were always correct, and Mr. T....’s
_partiality for him increased daily. When he had been
a clerk nearly three years, he unfortunately became ac-
quainted with a female of the worst of morals. She was
a hative of the mctmpohs and, having been the ruin of
many young men, she had left-I.ondon for fear of punish-
mgnt. She was not more than thirty ; her person was
elegant, and she could assume the most prcposscssmg ap-
pearance. William L....n became desperately in love
with that dangerous woman ; for some time he visited her
oply in the evening, and continued so assiduous in his
business, that. Mr. T . .. . did not suspeet his having any
a-ltachm:nt. Hewncr, h:s visits became more frequent
and he was so often absent, that Mr.T.... gently re-
primanded him; William had a geod htart he assured
his benefactor, that he felt much distreséed at having in-
curred his: cisplensure, and promised to be\havtﬂbcttem
Mr. T. .., préssed bim very much to know the cause of
his abscnting‘lﬁ‘rmclf so frequently ; and, aftermuch hesi-
tation, Wilblam acknowledged that he loved Miss Helen
‘G .. .., and that she had admitted his visite. ¢ My dear
William,” said the worthy T'i ..wy ¢“1 have seen Miss
;¢ TSR she appears an agreeable’ warhan, but no one
M\V& her.: She came from Lendon abput eighteen
magpf «she said that she had left the capital for the
izecovery of . her health ; but I will eandidly own that I
" have no great ophm of her. 1 vequestitas a favour that
‘you will discontinte - your visits nntil I have made some
inquiries about her character ; if she prove werthy of
your love, I shall have nocbjeetion to your marrying her ;
< butif; as | greatly fear, she be a worthless woman, Terast
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that you have sufficient fortitnde to abandon a‘ﬂ tho'
of continuing your comnexion with her.” Wiﬂiam
mised be would act conformably to Mr. T ....’s wishes;
but, alas! love had taken such an entire possession of his
heart, that, when evening came, he could not resist the
wish of going to Miss G ..’s. The artful woman hl.d
gau:cd such an asccndancy over him, that he was weak
cnough to impart to her the conversation which he had
had with Mr. T'.... She pretended to be much affected,
but she determined to be revenged on him, and ﬂattcred
herself that she would at last succeedin persuading William
to rob his benefactor, and supply her with large sums of
money. She began by telling him that Mr. T.... con-
fined him too much ; and that a young man of his age,
aud of bis abilities, ought to have more libérty. William
listened to her ms:dnous discourse, and began to feel less
gratitude for Mr. T.... A few days after, Mr. T ... .,
sent for William, and said to lim, ““ My conjectures were
but too true : Miss G.. .., am sorry to say, is an aban-
doned woman ; from mdlsputabic authority I have learn-
ed that she is a most proﬂ'igate character. I claim the
performance of your promise; my dear William, I con-
jure you to cease visifing her; Ihupc you will follow 'm my
advice, and not cnmpcl me to interpose my authonty.
William was greatly irritated agamst his benefactor ; hq

was so blindly attached to Miss G . , ‘that he fnncxca
Mr. T. ... had fabricated those rcports merely to pn:-
vent him from visiting her : hehowever disguised his sen-

timents, and seemed to acquiesce in Mr. T'....’s request.,
Instead of following .his excellent advice ; the misguided
youth neglected hm business, and was almost conatan:ly‘
at the house of his worthless paramour. M. T...
spoke to him with the kindness of a father: but, ﬁndm
that all hisattempts to recall him to virtue ‘proved anﬂ"eb-
tual, he wrote to him a short note containing these wnrdsl
L W:lllam I bave treated you kindly, ind I have a ng‘h&
to your gratitude and affection. Reflecton whatlpropm 4
to you : either quit Miss Helen G ...., and regain my
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~confidence, or leave my house, and never $ee me more !
T....” Theinfatuated youth carried that note*to his

mistress, and she easily persuaded him to quitMr. T ....;

:'_ but she found it more difficult to persuade him fo Fob his

benefactor of notes to a considerable amount : she at last
succeeded, and the unhappy William L ... .n, once a
virtuous and respected youth, repaid Mr. T ...."s kind-
ness by robbing him of 2451. to supply a contcmptlblc
wretch ! He shuddered when he had committed the de-
testable deed, and hastened to the abode of his detestable
mistress. She 'l.l.uuhcd at his scruples ; and told him that
they should set out for Scotland the day after, lest Mr.
T . ... should perceive the theft and suspect him. KEarly
the next morning, a messenger delivered the lollowmg
note to Williagp. ¢ Fly instantly, unhappy youth ! you
have robbed me, but I forgive you; my partnér suspects
you, and you will be takcn upin less than an hour. Fly!
this is the last proof of friendship that I can give you.
T....” Willam felt the keenest remorse for his be-
baviour to the best of men; he, however, prepared to
escape : but, as he was quitting the house, the officers of
police seized him, and charged him with robbing Mr,
T....’s counting-house to a considerable amount. They
carried him before the justice ; he confessed every thing,
and, in consequence, Miss G . ... was pursued and over-
taken. William and the abandoned woman (who had
seduced him) were confined in separate cells until their
trials, which were to take place in eight days. The next
morning, the wicked woman was found dead ; and, by
the livid spots on her corpse, it was evident that she had

isoned herself. In the evening, when the turnkey went
to William’s cell, he found him strangled ; the miserable
youth, unable to bear the sting of remorse, and the
thought of an ignominious death, had found means to
suspend himself to the bed-post, and was quite cold when
he was discovered. A sad and awful example to all pro-

#ligate young men ! 4
THE END.

J. H. Baxr, Printer, 33, Warwick Square.
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