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THE
HISTORY
oF

HENRIETTAde BELLGRAVE

eepe——— .
Dear Daughter,
LL that enables me to fupport a life, which, from
my very infancy, has prefented me with nothing
but misfortunes; isthe defire of feeing you arrive at an
age capable of being made fenfible of what you truly are:
I cannot die, and leave you with no other knowledge of
yourlelf, than that you are the daughter of an Indian
banyan, and a heathen. O then, if it pleafes heaven
that thele papers fall into your hands, be careful of them.
I conjure you, by all that duty, thatlove, and that re-
fped, which eventhe worlhip you are trained up inen-
joins from children to their parents, read them not
lightly over, but examine every article, weigh every
precept ; engrave them in your mind, that, if by any acci-
dent you lofe the original, your memory may {upply you
with a faithful copy. I command you alfo, to keep
whatever you find here an inviolable fecret, unlefs pro-
vidence, whofe ways are all mylterious, fhould happily
condudt you to fome place, where it may be to your ad-
vantage to reveal it. o
Know then, my dear Zpa, that, by my fide, youare
defcended from two very antient and honourable fami-
lies, in a kingdom famous over the whole world, ‘not
only for its extent, the pleafantnefs of its fituation, and
the magnificence of its buildings ; but alfo, for the laws,
culloms, and ‘manners of its inhabitants : I need not tell
youitis France I mean, fince you have often heard me
fay the place I was born inis called fo. i
My father was the eldeft {on of the Count de Beligrave :
my mother a daughter of the Baron d¢ §o/ffons. I you
fhould ever happen to mzet any oae from that conntiy,
you will hear fuch charaflers of thz virtue and grand=ur
of your anceflors, as, though I would not wilth fhould
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make you proud, ought neverthelels to infpire in yéu
a jult {corn of doing any thing unworthy of the race you
{prung from.

It is the policy of people of condition, in my country,
and in moll parts of Ewrope, when they have more
daughters than they can conveniently portion outy sather
than confent to their marriage with perfons of aninferior
Tank, to fhut one, or more of them, into certain houfes
called conyents ; where they are fecluded from the world
for ever; ‘and cempelled, often againft their inclination,
to devote themlelves wholly to heaven, and the duties
of religion. The baron, having a numerous offspring,
intended to facrifice my mother in this manner to the
fn_ndem‘ ol his fumily ; but the palion my father had
for her prevented it . After having in vain implored
the count’s confent, they were privately married. The
alfair was kept a fecret for fome time, nor had been di-
vulged fo foon, had not the baron’s refolution of forcj ng
my mother into a convent obliged him 1o confefs it to
him; and fhe foon after becoming pregnant,the honor of his
family rendered it neceflary the truth fhould be made
_public, Nothing could furpafs the count’s indignation
when he was firll made acquainted with jt: he would
never after fuffer my father to come into his prelence,
nor allow any thing towards his fuppart, nor that of the
wife he-had made choice of ; and, thongh a great num-
ber of the nobility interelled themlelves in this caufe,
and reprefented to him, that there was nothing in a
daughter of the Baron de Soiffons, except want of fortune,
that could be looked upon as unworthy 3 fon of the
Count de Bellgrave, and |.Tlal my mother’s virtug, beauty,
and other qualifications, well atoned [or that deficiency,
he continued as inexorable as ever; nor did my birth
(for I was the firfl, and, indeed, the fole fruit of this
unhappy ‘marriage) in the leaft foften his obdurate heart:
and, for thirteen years, neither my father, mother, nor
delf, had any other fupport than what we received fiom
the indulgence ofihe good baron, which, giving a morial
uneafine!s to his other children, rendered our lives very
uncomfortable. .
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‘While we were inthis melancholy fituation, naws ar-
rived of the death of the governor of Iranadadya fetile-
ment the Freach havein the £af Indies. The prince.of
Conde requelled the king, that my father might fucceed
him. It was a poll, indeed, far beneath the heir of Bz//-
grave to accept of ; but it was a noble provilion for afon
in dilgrace with his Father, and who E.!.d no fubliltence,
but from the father of his wife. As fuch my father
teceived the grant of it; and kifled his majelly’s hand,
with the fincereft gratitude, as well as tellihed his ac-
knowledgmentsto the prince, by whole intercelfion it
had been conferred upon him.

It was the opinion of every body, that this news would
bring the Count d:z Bellgrave to realon; and that he
would rather forgive, and make a handlome fettlement
on his fon, than fuffer him to go toa place, wheance he
could not expedt he would ever return during his life;
but he was deaf to all the calls of nature and paternal af-
fection, nor would even permit my father to take leave
of him before hisdeparture.

T'he baron would fain have perfuaded my- father and
mother to leave. me with him; but a fatal fondnefs, to
which I owe all my miferies, would not lulfer either of
them to be prevailed upon. Yer, I ought not to con-
.dema it; they knew the jjealouly my uncles and aunts
had of me, and fearcd the cifect ol ity ifI were left de-
fencelefs, and cxpoled 10 their malice; which, thev
doubted not, would increale in proportion to the baron’s
affedtion toward me.  Nothing; however, could have
equalled, or even eom: within comparifon, of the mil-
chiefs entailed upon me by this Indian voyage 5 mifchiefs
fo numerous, and of fo dreadful a kind, that, if ralated
by any other thana mothér, you "would fcarce believe
could happen to one woman.

. Every thing being prepared for our departure, (ot the
magnificence of which all the kindred on both fides, ex-
cept the cruel count, contributed, we émbarked on board
alarge and well-ftored vellel. - Favourable winds and
fmooth feas gave usthe profpect of a happy voyage ; and
never was a greater alteration than what I parceived in
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the faces of my dear parents. The pleafure of feeing
themfelves independent; though in a rank inferior 1
the dignity of their birth, diffufed fuch an air of gaiety
through all their features as was aftonilhing to ms, being

00 young to penetrare into the caule, and made me diE
cover charms in them 1 had never feen before. My
mother, it is certain, was extremely lovely; and my
father wanted none of thofe manly graces which com.
mand refpedt. 1 was thought to partake of what was mofl
agreeable in both; but alas! few traces of what they were
now remain in me! Wafled with conrinual pinings in
youth, Ifuffer all the decays that age could have pro-
duced ; nor have you ever {een in me any thing of that
beauty, which feemed as if jull bellowed upon me only
formy ruin; and, when that was completed, was fatch-
ed away, no more than my peace of mind to be recover-
ed, leaving me nothing but the fad remembrance of ideas
it was my forturie never to enjoy the reality of,

Ifever Iknew true fatisfaction, it was on board ; while
at the baron's the melancholy in which I faw thofe dear

tlons plunged, who gave me being; the diftant

ooks of fome of my relations, and the refle@ions fome-

times thrown on me by others, the fear 1 was in of in-
curring theirdifpleafure, and rendering them yet more
harth, gave me as much difquiet as it was poffible for one
of my age to feel; but now to find a great number of fer-
vauts ready to obey my call, to fee the obfequious beha-
viour ofthe whole fhip's crew, and even of the officers
themfelvés, towards my father and mother, was fuch a
pleafing alteration in our foriunes, as quite elated
my young heart, and I became in a manner tranfported
with it.

One morning, as 1 la{l in my cabin, within that of
their Excellencies (for by that title they now called my fa-
ther and mother), I' was waked with an unufual noifle,
and prefently after heard the firing of guns: I was flart-
ing up in order toenquire into the meaning of this alarm,
when a maid that waited on'me came in and told me, a
pirate had attacked us, and that it was proper I fhould
tile, incale of accidents, The terror that appeared in
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her countenance, and her trimbling as fhe fpoke, con-
vinced me that we were in great danger. With her af-
fiftance 1 foon got on my dﬂl?]th and ran to my mother,
whom I found earneft at herdevotions by her bed-fide.
Some others coming into the cabin, at the fame time
I did, interrupted them, and fhe cried out, ‘¢ Where,
0! where is the governor?"'— Safe, Madam, as
yet,” anfwered one of them, * but we cannot prevail
on him to come down, and the balls fly as thicli as hail
about the deck.” She was then running up to endea-
vour to perfuade him to have a gredter regard for his
life ; but was {lopt by a fudden, loud, and confuled noile,
which to us founded as if the top of the fhip, with all
the mafts, were breaking down . « They have boarded
us! They have boarded us!”" cried one of the failors,
with a great oath; ¢ death or flavery. We have no time
tolofe.” With this the uproar over our heads grew
more violent; and inan inftant the cabin was cleared of
all but my mother, myfelf, and two or three women
fervants. But with what words can I exprefs the con-
{ternation, the horror this poor lady was in! She we

fhe cried 1o heaven for relief. One moment fhe prefled
me in her arms, and cried, “My dear Henrietta, whart
will become of thee ?** T he nextfhirieked out, ** Be/lgrave!
where ismy Bellgrave ? O! why does his courage tranf-
port him to forget he has a wile and a daughter; and
thus madly hazard a life on which alone ours depends ?*
A thoufand timesdid the runto the cabin-door, think-
ing to reach him with her voice; then as precipitately”
ftarted back, frightened at fome frefh alarm; but the
lalt, and moft dreadful one, was the fight of my dear
father, covered with blood, and [upported between
twomen. As foon as they had laid him on the bed,
« My dear,” faid he to my mother, it was not in bu-
man valour to preferve our liberty; heaven has refufed
its affiftance ; the fhip is taken, and we all are llaves;
the evil is paft rederption; do not, by your tumultous
grief, provoke our conquerors to ule us worle,” The
agony he faw her in occafioned him to fpeak thele
words, which fhe had no time to reply to, The cabin
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was in a moment crowded with men, who feemed te
be a mingled rabble of all mnations, but ali equally
fierce and terrible in their afpedt. The captain, who,
In}acrr:civcd alterward, was among  them, %a\'c fome
ordersin alanguage which I did not undeffland; but
the elled@ declared they were in our favour: for the
greatelt part of thofe wretches, whole countenances add-
ed to the horror” of our fate, withdrew; and left only
himfelf and three or four more with us, one of whom
happened to be a Frenchman, and afterward ferved as an
inteipreter between his officer and my father. On be-
ing informed who we were, he had the bumznity to
command my father's wounds to be taken care of, and’
10 permit us to 1emain in the cabin ; but all the reil,
except two women lervants bc]ungiug to us, were con-
fined under haiches, Having removed all that was moft
valuzble out of our fhip into his own, he returned
inw it, and left a mate and fome few failors to make
the belt way they could with us to Madagafea ; alarge
ifland, which has long been a receptacle and afylum for
thofe fea-robbers, 1

We hid not been above cight days prifoners to the pi-
rates, bejore heaven, indecd, fent us a deliverance, which
once more flattered us with hopes of happinefs. The
thip that took us, and which {lill kept company with
us, it leems, had defciied an Englifi veilel, which, fup-
polingit to be richly laden, the captain of the pirates
1elolved to attack ; But, their powder ad fhot being very
much walled in the fight with us, dhey fent the long-boat
forafupply. This occafioned our lying-by while the
two fthips were engazed. The Englifk made a brave de-
fence ; but mull have been taken at lafl, if; by an unex-
petled accident, ithad not been relicved,  Some of our
men, in the confufion thofe were in whom the . pirates
had lefton boaid us, found means to get their liberty,
and foon gave itto their fellows; and prefently over-
powering their encmies, killed and thiew over-board
all that offered to make refiflance ; and our capt‘aincamc
“tous with the joyful news, that he was now once more
commander of hisown fhip. We than crowded all the
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fails, thinking to efcape, while the pirate was engaged
with thé Euglifis but wnhappily the veflel had fprung
fo great aleak, that thofe ar the pump cried our, it was
impoffible it thould endure two hoursfail: on which
my father, thecaptain, and whale crewy were of opini-
on, the belt expedient we had was to’ join the Englifk
velfel, and affiil her with what ammunition was left,
which indeed was but a fmall quantity, ‘the greatelt part,
as I faid before, havingbeen fent for by the pirate.  We
had, however, a great number of hands; and the Englifk
encouraged by fo unhoped for a relief, fell brifkly on.
Qur men. who knew they muft either conquer or die,
in the midft of a thoufand fhor got up to, and boarded
the pirate fword -in hand ; where, though many fell,
the refll did great executinn. The £nglifh then ceal-
ing to fire, becaule their friends muft have fuffered by
it equally with their foes, veered abouty and boarded
the pirate onthe other fids ; in fhort, never was a more
obilinate fight ; but in the end, heaven gave the vic-
tory to the jultelt fide, thouzh not without a vaft effufion’
of blood. ~The pirates were almoft all killed or wound-
ed, and their fhip fo fhatiered; that the Engli/k, having
removed all the effedts into their own vellel, left ir,
with the few that yet remained alive, to the mercy of
the feas.  Ours wasalfoby this time fo full of water,
that we were obliged to quit it with the utmoft preci-
Fimion. and get on board the Englifh. The captain
poke Freach perfectly well, was a man ofas much po-
litenefs as bravery ; and no foonzr heard frommy father,
who we were, and the accidents that had happened, fince
our leaving France, then he treated us with all the marks
of refpect imaginable ; returned to us all that had been
taken from us by the pirate, and which we had now
reiaken, dnd would have obliged ‘my Ffather and the
caprainto (hare with him in the other prizes found on
board, in confideration of the fealonable alfiflance he
had received from us ¢ but they would accept of nothing,
but what had been their own before ; and only defired
that they would put in at framadad, and permit us
toland, The captain feemed extremely troubled at thig

- B
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requelt; and told my father he was forry he had afk-
ed the only thing out of his power to grant, the fhip
not being his own, but belonging to 2 company of
merchants, to whom he was, in effedt, no more than
a fervant, That the effe@s he had on board were of
very great value, and thathe could not anfwer the put-
ting in.at any place to which he had not a commiffion,
much lefs one appertaining to a prince with whom his
mation was, at that time, at war. «But,” added he,
**when we arrive at Bombay, where I ambound, I will
take care to reprefent the f:rvicc I have received from
you in fuch a manner to the ﬁ'wemor and faflory, thatl
dare give Jnur excellency alfurance of a fhip 1o carry
you, and all belonging to you, to your defired port.

My father was Mble the realons he gave wers jult ;
and we were obliged to content ourfelves with the prof-

we had, that, after this long voyage, we' fhould
alt arrive where we intended.

We fhould indeed have paffed our time pleafantly
enough on board this veffel, had it not been for my mo-
ther's indifpofitior, accafioned by a fright throush the

irates boarding the veffel; which every day increafed'fo,
Eather life was defpaired of. My father, now perfedt-
ly recovered of his wounds, flirred not a moment from
herbed-fide ; nor would either my duty or affection per-
mit me to quither. §he lingered, in this melancholy

-decline, for about five weeks 3 and, when fhe found the

hour ofher diffolution approaching, took a farewel of
my father with more relolwion than could have b-en
expecled from her; fo great was her tendernefs and re-
gard for him, that it even furmpunted all thofe _terrors
which generally attended the feperation of the foul from
the body. - She doubted not but; when fhe was no more,
he would be eafily reconciled to the count, and return
to all thofe honours and pleafures of life, which his
love for her had given fo long an interiuption to; and
this idea made her quit the world with rather a fhow
of [atisfaction, than the contrary. She embraced and
gave me her ble with the fame ferenity ; then tarn-
ifg again to my father; conjured him to let no accidents
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ot future events make him forgetful of me. Thefe were
the laft words fhe [poke. That inflant her pure and
fpotlels foul flew to receive its reward for the vii:;u'e;i,t
had pradlifed here, and leftus to lament, with unavailing -
tears, fo great alofs, . PR
Thmgi itis certain, neverman loved with a more éone
flant and ardent paflion, thanmy father, yet he had that
fortitude peculiar to great minds, not to bewail misfor-
tunes which were irrecoverable ; a decent forrow fat upon
his brow, and hung heavy o¢n his heart ; but his tears
were few, and foon dried up; nor did he refufe the con-
folations given him by the Englifh, as well asby thofe of
his own people. He would not confent that my mother
fhould, be buried in the fea; but ordered herto be em-
balmed by the furgeon of the thip, and had her laid in
a cheft; refolving, though dead, fhe fhould be the com-
panion of his voyage to Bombay, and afterward to his
government, where he intended to inter her in a2 man-
mer [uitable to her birth, her virtue, and the alfeétion
he had borne her when living, : Lot
But alas! how vain are the defigns of man, wf:cn all-
difpofing heaven refufes its affent! Not only his dear
wife, but himfelf alfo was deftined to a watery grave.
We werefo near Bombay asto be able to difcern land
when a florm arofe more violent, as the miriners told us,
than had ever been known in thofe feas, The fhip was
extremely large, and of great bucthen; yet did jthe
ftrength and fury of the waves tofs it ito a flupendous
height, then plunge it down again, as from a precipice.
One moment the gathered lurges lified us u}n.s on a pin-
nacle ; the next parted, and leemad to fwallow us in the
dreadful gap. Darknels came on, our dangers and our
fears rcdoug]cd ¢ the hurricang grew more ontrageous:
the malfls, the rudder, were all torn away, the waters
~ came ring in ; and one, and all cried out, *+ We are
Ioft! No hope but in 'the long-boat,” which being im-
mediately thrown cut, my father, myfell, and as many
of the failors ascould get in, took to it: oo many in-
deed; for it immediately funk, and all perifhed that were
in it, except three perfons, OE: of whom was my unhap-
2
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felf ; and the others were one of tlic mates belonging
thhe Englifh, and acook we brought with us from
TFrance. Being extremely dexterous in [wimming, they
mot only faved themfelves, but me. They faw me float-
dng, as they afterward told me; and caughe hold of my
arments each with: one hand, and with the other com-
ated the waves.- ’
“ T was quite fenfelefs when we reached the coalt; but
my two deliverers having taken proper methogds to make
‘me difcharge the water [ had fwallowed, 1 foon came
2o myTelf; bui judge, my dear Zoa, judge of the horrible-
‘nefs of my fituation. "In the firfl emorions of grief and
dtf'}:ir.' 1 neither thanked heaven, nor thole who, at
the hizard of their own lives, had preferved mine, but
<ried out for my fatker; and, not doubting but not only
hhe, and all we had in the world was lolt, uttered the motk
Frantic exclamations. ™ ; ? d :
" Thefe two men (for the mate fpoke Frenck well enatigh
20 be underflood) faid every thing they could to comfort
me; it was not impoffible, they told me, for the gover-
mor to be fafe as well as we were s and, as to our effeds,
the fhip might probably bulge aghinft'a rock. or be
driven on the coall, and, if fo, when once the florm
‘was over, and’the waters funk fo their ufual’ bounds,
at paxt 'of what was in her might be recovered
g: boats, which the Faflory would Tend out for that

fe.
‘E his 1aft I kinew not_but might be feafible enough but
as I kncw my ‘father had not the leaft fkill in' fwim-
ing, I' could entertain no thadow of a hope of ever fee-
ing himmore.' © 7" R\ s ;
" 1hid myfelf down 6n the earth, where T had been
fitting fince my recovery, ‘and wept bitierly. - The dark-
nefs of the night, and hollow whiflling of the ‘winds,
- which flill continued'vety’ high, though fomewhar abat-
ed of their late fury," added to the horror of my ideas,

and 1 wifhed for ng more than to die that ipflant.
At length the day a d, and never had a' more
beautiful profpedt ‘my eyes: the elements were

grown as calm as a few hours before they had been



HENRIETTA pt BELLGRAVE, 15

difturbed ; the fea rolled fmooth ; the land looked gay
and pleafant; a wood behind us, whole trees were of
an uncommon hight, and loaded with fruit of various
kinds, invited us to a tafle ; others charmed the fmell
with their fragrancy; a thoufand birds of different forts,
and fuch ‘as I -had never feen before, were hopping
from bough to bough, and’ chanting out their thank+ to
bounteous nature. [ will owa to you, that for fome ms-
ments the novelty of every thing that met my fight allay-
ed fome part of my jull forrows; but when [ mrned
toward the fea, that cruzl fepulchre of my d=ar father,
my tears again began to flow. My companions had
both of them glaflés in their pockets: but, though by
their help they could fee a prodigious diftance, thay
could difcern nothing of the fhip, nor any tokens of a
“wreck.  We walked a confiderable way on the fands by
the fea-fide in order to difcover if it were Jodzed in
any creck among the rocks, but conld not perceive any
thing of what we Tought. The Enzlifk mate, who had
been three times in Judiabefore, and was weil acquaint-
ed with the natre of the winds and feas in thofe parts,
told us he imagined the vellel' might be driven by the
airrent down toward the neck ol the harbour; and I
might then depend a greatdeal of her cargo would be

relerved. This was fome litle alleviation of ‘my de

pair; for Ibegan already to find the want of the ne-
ceflities of nature in my faintnels; having not eat for
near 24 hours. The men allo feemed as unable to with-
fland ¢the calls of hunger ‘as myflelf; and we agreed to
‘gd inte the wood and gather {ruit, in order to fuflain
ourfelves till we fhould arrive at [ome town. The maté
drew his fwerd, and made the cook do [o too, in order,
as he told me, to cur down the boughs; but, in reality,
that they might defend themfelves and me from the
wild beaflss but, as neither the cook nor myfelf knew
any thing of this danger, we went fearlels on' mor in-
deed met with any thing but fquirrels, monkeys, and
fome other little harmlels animals [porting up and down,
arid which fled at our approach. We all fat down and
cat heartily of the fruit, which was no lels delicions
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to the tafle than pleafant to the eye.  While we were
taking this refrelhment, the mate exprefled fome trouble,
that he knew not what part of the country we were
in, or which way led to any town. He was noteven
tive that we were in Bombay, the darknefls of the
might and the violence of the florm not permining him
to have any direction when we made to f[hore. We
were, however, obliged to fubmit to our fate; and had
no other remedy than to travel on until we could
happily meet fome perfon that might give us informa-
tion, which we did for many a weary mile, without
being able to difcover the leaft trace of any human
flep. The men fupported this fatigne well enough,
but I was frequently ready to fall down through
faintnels ; and they were obliged to earry me by turns
in their arms, orcould I never have been able to go
through this painful journey. Night again came on,
and we feemed as far as ever from our hope; and the
mate then informed us of the danger we were in from
wild beafls; which, he faid, it was very likely might
haunt thofe unfrequented places, efpecially by night.
Both of them ;her:legaﬁ to work at cutting down thole
boughs that feemed moft withered, and made a pile
of them : the cook had a flint and fleel in his Eoctrt,
and between them, though with an infinite deal of
labour, they let the wood on fire ; the light of which,
it feems, keeps thefe creatures at a diltance. For my
rt, 1 was too faint and weary to give them any al-
¢, and laid down. While they were thus employ-
&d for our common fafety, it was afterward agreed,
that I fhould endeavour to take what repofe I could that
:if'lbh in order to enable me for the next day's travel ;
that each of them fhould watch alternately, to take
care the fire did not go out, and to roufe the other,
in calg of any accident.

The place I had made choice of for my bed was at
‘the root of a tree, whofe vaft trunk and low-hung boughs
at once defended me from the heat of the fire, and from
the dews, which are apt to fall very thick in the night;
and, being thus laid as commodioufly as the place we
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were now in would admit of, not all the difturbance of
my mind kept me from falling into a profound fleep, in
which I continued till toward morning, and had doubt-
lefs done fo much longer, but for a fudden and molt
fhocking interruption. I thought I was in the arms of
a man, who, while he held me in a firenuous embrace,
feemed to devour my lips with eagerkiffes. Frighted
I awoke; and what, if Fhad been alone, would have
pafled as a dream, I now found was a real fad. [
fhrieked as loud as the furprife [ was in would give me
leave, but the villain flopped my mouth with his hand,
and. thinking toimpofe upon my youth and innocence.
* Do not be alarmed, my dear Hemrietta.” faid he + [
will do you no injury, by heaven! I have loved you,
and adored you from the firft minute I beneld you ! Per-
mit me bur an innocent embrace. I alk no more.”
The found of his voice now made me know itwas Reynier,
for fo our cock was called, and at the fame time the
indecencies he proceeded to convinced me of the falthood
of his profeflions. I ftruggled, I buffeited the wretch ;
but what could my weak refiftance have availed, had
not his hand by fome accident flipped from my mouth,
and gave'me an opportumity to fend forth a fecond fhriek,
fo vehement, thatit feemed to rend the very air, and
and after that another, before he could be quick
enongh o prevent me.

The mate, awaking with my cries, ftarted up amazed;
and running to the place where I was, nceded no more
to inform him of the caufe. **Monfter!” faid he, ‘*when
dangers of every kind encompafs us, and that we live a
moment ' is owing to the mercy of heaven, is ita time for
lult?” Reynier, enraged at the difappointment, and not in
the leaft athamed of the bafe attempt, told him, he had
no right to countermand his actions; and added fome foul

name, tellifying his contempt of him, which .the other
not being of a temper to endure tamely, they fought, I
was fo terrified and confufed at the affront I had received,
and the thoughts of what I might receive, il the cook
fhould get the better, that I ftaid nat to fee the iffue of
the combat, but ran as falt as my legs could carry me,
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until I came into a farefl ; where breathlels, and ticed ale
molt 1o death, I fat down beneath the cover of fome trees
that grew preuty thick. It was now but akind of twi-
light; and I flattered myfelf that I might behid there, if
even chance fhould diredt my intended ravilher that
way. 'Till I thought myfelf fecure from him, my mind
was too much engralled to think of any other danger, or
any other misfortunc ; but now a thoufand terrors aliziled
my poor throbbing heart: thofe beafls of prey the honelt
Englifiman had Ipoke of, made me, imagine that every
little rullling the wind mades among the leaves, was fome
voracious animal coming to devour me, Indeed the
moft fanguing expediation could not have Hattered jtfelf
witl: any hope, in the fituztion I then was, I had been,
indeed, preferved by a- miracle, but could not Iook for a
fucceflion of fuch wonders in my favear; and nothing lels
1 thought could afford me either fhelter, food, or raiment.
Reftlels I guitted my feat, I wandered a little farther, I
caftmy eyes every way, but could difcern no hut; no cot-
tage, no kind fmoak fom any diftanr chimney, that might
diredt my weary feet where 1 might beg a_holpitable
protection,  Full of defpairing thoughts, the impoiiibi-
lity there feemed for me to prolong my life, made me at -
length lefs fearful of death, and I fat down again, re-
folving in that pofture to wait my fate, in whatever fhape
heaven fhonld think fit o order it, T

The various miferies, the foils, the dangers I had un-
dergone. in a fhort [pace . of time, crouded at once into
my mind; and my brain being two weak to bear the wild
ideas which prefented themfelyes to me, even the power
of reflection was taken from me, and [ lunk as it were in-
toalethargy of grief.  How long my factlties. remained
in this inaclivity I know not; but [ was roufed from it
by a new tetror, which was perhaps the only thing that
would have had the powerodojt. It was the voice of
the derellable Reynier, who, in the dee preverie I hadbeen
in, I neither heard, nor faw approach. “You are foun

ing my lovely fugitive,” faid he, ssyou might have
rl%;.llrgm your deliverer; but from your lover nothing
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fhould have concealed you, I would have purfued’ you
to the utmoll corner of 'the world, and torn * you even
from your dead father’s arms: [o violent is my paffion,
that to gratify it ‘I would fuffer not only all that man,
but all that hevean could inflidt." ;
The remembrance how he had uled me reviving at his
fight, ‘and the apprchenfions thefe words juflly gave me,
filled me with fuch a mixture of  fhame; | indignation,
and terror, that had [ notbzen preferved for lafling an-
guifh, fure I had died that inflant. 1 would have fpokes
and ‘was endeavouring to bring forth fome words that
might have checked his audacity; But the extrems vio-
lence of the different emotions 1 thren felt; flopped the
paffage of my words, and it was only by my eyes I could
cxprels my m=aning. I believe they were intelligible
cnough, however, and made him fee, thatif I were 1o be
gained, it maft b by fofier and more humble methods
than thofe he had pur in pradtice.  Hate me 'not for
my excels of love,” refumed he, in a more refpeftful
tone than that in which he had at firlt accofted me; wif
itbe afault, ormay have hurried me to adlions dil-
plealing to you, blame yourown charms, which as they
are tranfcendant, mull have rranfcendant effects.  If you
alk, why I am fo bold ? I may retort the queftion, and
afk, why are you fo beautiful? Believe, O molt adorable
Henricetia, that what ever my pafhon enforces me to com-
mit, you, who'infpire that paffion, are the caule.” With
thefe words he caught hold of both my hands, and pul-
led me toward him. Ragg at this action now getting
the better of thole agitations which had deprived me of
utterince; * Villain!" cried'I, +audacious flave! how
dareft thou even think of me in this manner, much lefs .
to touch me, and infult me with fuch odious declara-
tions.,” I went on reproaching him in this manner, .
with all the violence I could find words 1o exprels, but
could perceive it had liule effe¢t on him; and when
he found I had raved and firuggled mylelf quite out of
breath, ‘ come, come, my charming cruel Henrictta,'”
faid he, forcing mz to fit down by him, * confult your
reafon: that will tell you, you are whelly in my powes:
C

Sy
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that this moment I counld fatiate my utmolt wifhes in
the pofleflion of your charms, in [pite of all your coy-
nefs; butmy love for you is not lefs tender than it is vio-
lent. I would enjoy your heart, would engage you to a
willing return of ch affection] have for you. 1am not
infenfible of the dilparity of our birth; but fortune has
now reduced you to an equality with me. Are not we
both ina condition, fach as would make us rejoice to
obtaina picce of bread by begging? Why then this
pride, this unrealonable haughtinefs? Let us rather en-
deavour toaleviate the milery of our prefent circum-
{tance s; by partaking of thofe pleafures nature denies not
to (the mzanefl.. We may, if you confent, batlle the
malite of our ill flars, and be happy as the firll cre-
ated pair inparadile. ~ See," faid Ec, s] have found two
arrows; I have packthread abont me, and this forreft will
eafily farnifh me with materials to make a bow. I will

* fhoot birds to fupply my lovely Henrietta’s hunger; will

hew out a can with my knife, and ferch her water from
the brook § will gather her the choicelt fiuits, watch by
her while the fleeps, and be her gnardian angel. Moved
by our muital love and - lafferings, heaven may arlalt
dire¢t us to fome . place, where we may find fome of our
own [pecies, and there I will work for your fu pllion. 0
then,” continued he; *delpife me not, but let thofe
lavely eyes look with compallion on me, take me to your
bofom, and try the joys of love —joys, which, even in
this dreadful wild, may make us more completely bleft
than monarcis ona their thrones.”

All the  time he was fpeaking, though he had {lill
hold of both my hands, which [ in vain endeavoured to
get loole, my face was turned from him, fo that he faw
not the tears that fell from my ecyes, while internally I
invoked heaven to fend me fome reliei; bur, having
ended what he had to [ay at that time, he thiew his head
upon my breail, and conjured me to make him fome re-
‘r . wWhat cani I.lay," cricd I as Gercely as L could,

+but what thou knowefl already, that 1 look on thee
as a wretch unworthy oi life; and that I almolt loath
myfelf for being loved by fo contemptable aud fo. impi-
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ous a villain?”’—-+ Then you refolve I fhall have e
courle to force,” faid he.  **Not force nor fraud f(hal
give thee-any advantage over me,’” anlweted I; **a jult
confcioulnels of what we both are leaves mein no dan-
ger of the one, and ta prevent the other I ean die,”’

«You but deccive yourfell,” eried the wreich, with
a malicious grin, 1 will enjoy you hall, and leave you
afterward to choole what deash your foolifh pride likes
befl.”—+-0 heaven have pity on me!" fhricked I out,
ready to burft with inward rage and horror, +You
walfle your breath invain,” faid he, *there now isnane
to interrupt my plealures. He that attempted it I have
fent to another world, t0 boaifl how great a champion
he has been of virtue here.”'—** Murderous villain!"
cried I, which was all he gave me lcave to fpeak: he
that moment aimed 1o perpeirate his bale intent; aw.l
fure heaven in this, drcadful junélure gave me a dou-
ble portion of firength, I tore, 1 feratched the aban-
doned monfler; I fprung from his gralp and fled. He
purfued and overtgok me; again 1 was in his power. I
made the forell echo with my cries. A lion or a tyger
to devour him, or me, or both of us, wouldnow have
been a welcome fight; for I, alas! in fpite of all the ef-
forts I made, was near being overcome, near being
made the prey of a worfe moniler, fuff; when allat once
feven or eight men came mfhing through the thicket
where we were; and feeing the violence I was like to
fuffer, preferved my honor, and firuck the invader of it
dead atmy feet, with akind of javelin one of them had
in his hand.

I muft now inform yeu from whom, and by what
chance, I received this unexpected deliverance. You
know, my dear Zoa, your father has a fine councry-
houle, about three lcagnes from the yail forell of Chi-
amg; it was in that forelt 1 had {yftained the hardihips I
have related, and thele-were men belonging to the ban-
yan, who happened to come there, in.ordsrto. hunt the
wild boar. - As on thole eccahons they always go armed
with javelins and arvows, I fuppofe it might be lome of
their arrows, which had milled their magk, that the

Cz2 L
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wicked Repnier found and ‘mentioned to me. I cannot
exprefs to you -the furprife with which thefe Indians
ftared upon me : indeed the fignre I made might natu-
rally occafion them todofo; my garments, though rich,
drenched in the fea-water, and dried in the -fun and
wind, were of a thoufand difagteeable colours, torn with
the briars through which 1 had’ palfed, as was alfo my,
flefh in many places. My hair unfillewted, and hanging
in wild diforder over my fhounlders, my looks were,
" doubtlefs, no lefs confuled. Al this joined to the place
manper in which they found me, muft make them
conclude fome extraordinary adventure had befallen me.
They came round me ; they furveyed '‘me from head to.
foot, anid talked very fafl one to another; but, though I
had not the lealt underflanding in their language, nor
hadever heard it before, I could perceive by their gel-
tures, whatthey faid was not in my disfavour. After
‘having had 'their fill of gazing on nie, two of them took
me by each hand, and lead me between them through
‘the forell, helping me, whenever we came to any rough
way, with tendernels enough. At length we reached
where I beheld, what a very liule time before ‘1 had de-
{paired of ever fecing, ahoule; and though I knew not
what treatment I might find there, or how I was to be
difpofed of, yet1 could nop help rejoicing to find myfelf
outof that defolate wild, and once more among human
kind. In this fathion they conduled me into your fa-
ther’s villa; and the firft yoom they happened to bring
me to, was that which I have fince converted into abed-
chamber, and where 1 write thefe memoirs. - Having
made me fit down, they gave me water and a clean
towel, which I was very gladof; and as foon as [ had
done walhing, fet a plate of rice, and fome boiled fowl
before me, witha filver mug full of water, and a'little
arrack mingled with it, * This refrefhed me, and [ blefled
heaven for the happy change in my condition; but was
extremely troubled, tharl could neither underfland m
benefadlors, nor inform them any thing of myfelf, whi:ﬁ
might influence a continvance of their bounty. - I eafily
perceived they were Indians, but conld not be certain they
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were of Bombay ; becaule I remembered the Englifk -mate
had feemed doubtful, whether it was on that

we were caft, r.]:: on f&'.'m!:l other. I eamneftly wilhed ‘it
might be fo, -that I might appl wthcfa&oq.' ing,
byg:he virtug and guodn:fs%l; gml man, that thél }d’.‘g hj‘i
would commiferate my misfortunes, and do me juﬁicc.
in cale any thing belonging o my father fhould have
been found among the wreck : but, though I faw a great
number of people paffing in and out of the houle, there
were none among them that had the appearance of an
Lurgpean. 1 was left alone fome hours, after they had
taken: away the remains' of what they bronght for my
refrefhment ; but at lalt Ifaw a very. graceful Indian
enter, attended by three or four of thofe who had found
me in the forell, and fome others: he looked on me with
the fame worder they had done, but was not fo. loft-in

ity as not 1o accolt me with a great deal of civility. LAs

I knew by the relpect 'paid him, and the diltance wich
which all the refl behaved, that he wasthe mafter of
them and of the dwelling; I returned him thanks in
Fiench forthe fayours Ihad received, but had the mor-
tification to find he underflood not one word of what I
faid, any more than the others had done. The motions
I made, however, made him guels at my meaning;
and being inftantly pollefled with fentiments for me,
which at that time I littie apprehended; and was as
litle defirous of infpiring, he made a fign to all pre-
fent to quit the room, ‘and, [feating himfelt near me, be-
gan to kils my ‘hands with an extremity of ardour.
This adtion fo frighted me, that, thinking I was fallen
into the power .of a fecond Reynier, I crizd out, «O
God what will become of me!” and at the fame time
burit into a flood ‘of tears. Though he lnew not the
words I fpoke, yet theagony that appeared in my face,
while uttering them, n:nj.:red their meaning, as he has
fince told me, perfedily intelligible; and, walling to put
anend to my apprehenfions, he let go my hands, made
alow bow, in token of entreating pardon for what he had
done, and prefently went out of the room. . )
Soonafter, two fadian women came inj; and; making
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a fign for me to follow them, condufied me to a very
handfome chamber, furnithed muchin the fame manner
I'had been accullomed toin France. The bed was com-
pofed of maitrafles laid one upon another ; the curiains
about it were of the fineft chints, as were allo the hang-
ings of the yoom.. There were tables, chairs, glafles,
and, in fhort, every thing perfecily commodious ; but
what plealed me moft, was a great iron bar on the infide
of the door, which as foon as they had left me I did
not fail to make fall.  Nowithilanding the valt farigues
I had endured, the anxiely of my mind would not fuf-
fer me 10 full intoa flumber 1ill toward morning ; but
when I did, it was entirely undifturbed with any ideas
of my pafl misfortunes, or wamin? of thole fucceeding
ones lwas ordained to fuffer. I awoke not till very
late, on hearing a knocking at my door, accompanied
with afemale voice; which cried out to me,** are. you
awake, fair firanger ?” Though I knew not_what flie
faid, I fuppofed it time torile, and that fhe was come
tocall me up.' T therefore got out of bed, and havin,
thrown my gown about me, opened the door, which
the immediately fhut again, and K:fcmcd me with a
wz rich fndian habit, which fhe helped me to put on,

ng figns to me, that my own was dirnty, and un-
it for me to wear. I was no fooner drefled, than another
came -in and brought chocolate and a fort of cake ; and all
this' was ferved me with a refpeét, which would have
been flaticring enough tomy youthful vanity, had it not
been ch by my apprclnnﬁm of the motive which
excited it.

Alter 1had breakfafled, they fhewed me into the great
hall, where their -ﬁfﬂ‘ (Ineed not fay'your father) wait-
ed my coming. rofe to receive me with the utmoft
civility, fmiled, and, taking upone ol my long lleeves,
ﬁumi to teflify how well he thought my drefls became
me. Hethen led me into the gardens, the beanty of
which, ‘and the vaft variety, and to me new flowers, very
much charmed me. He plucked fome of the moft curi-
- ous, and placed them inmy hair, and onmy breafl, but
with ‘the greatelt modefly and refpect.




HENRIETTA pe BELGRAVE., 23

When he had pointed 6ut to me every thing that was
worthy oblervation, either iu the gardens; the fine ban-
quiting rdom at the upper end, the lintle grottos adorned
with fhells, or the rivulets which run winding in a kind
of labyrinth, and meet-inthe middle, where they form
a kind of canal, we returned into the hall, where, the
table being [pread, we [at down to dinner. His treatment
of me during the repafl, was conformable to the reft—
all good manners mixed with an air ofkindnefs. The
cloth was fcarce taken away, whena fervant came haflil
into the room, and l2id lomething to his malter, at w-hi:z
he feemed extremely plealed. The occafion of it was
this: being poflelfed of a paflion for me; which, unhap-
py as it has made me, I multdo him the jullice to al-
low, was no lefs fincere than violent, and troubled that
ke could neither communicate his thoughts to me, nor
be informed who I was, or by what firange aceident I
came to be expoled in the manner his [ervants had re-
lated, he fent immediately to town, offering a large re-
wardto any onswho could {pake the languages of Europe,
to come and ferve as an interpreter betweén us. The
perfon who went on this commifion was fuccelsful
enough to find a man, who fpeke Dutch, Englifhy and
::fmi. This man being prefently brought intothe room,
the banyan, after fome difcourfe with him, bade him
try me all languages he was mafler of, which he did
by fpeaking to me firlt in Dusch, then in Englifk; but
finding Tunderflood neither, atlaltlie atked me in Freach,
what part of Ewrepe I was born in, and on what occafion
I had come to India? Neverwere any founds more pleaf-
ing to my ear than what this liellow uttered. was
quite tranfported at having an opportunity of relating
who I was, becaufe by that | hoped to obtain fome means
of returning into Euwrgpe. 1 hefitated not a moment to
lee him know I was of that cournry, inwhole language
he laft fpoke tome ; and then proceeded to give the
whole narrative of my misfortunes; having done which,
he repeated in the Malayan tongue to the banyan, who
feemed aftonilbed at my flory; and bid his interpreter
affure me of his readinels to fesve 'me in every thing
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inhispower. ' 1 then defired to know the name of the
country T was in; and, being told it was Bomdap, faid, I
intended to petition the Englifhfatlory For means to carry-
me home, t this my intention was no looner men-
tioned to the banyan, than he ordered the man 10 acquaint
me I-was at_a great diftance from the colony; and that
he,'who often had bufinels with ‘them, and could boafl of
~ fome interell, would undertake tofolicit this mauer for
me. This anfwer was not altogether [o pleafing tome.
I wifhed to be out ofthe power of a man whofe inclina-
tions I dreaded, and to addrels the Engfifk in perfon, who
being chriflians, theugh diﬂ'c{em in fome points from
our perfuafion, I'doubted notbut they wounld takte pity
on my diftrefs. 1 made therefore fome excules to evade
giving him trouble; but they availed not: the banyan
anfwered, that, as it was his good fortune to be the firft
that was ferviceable to me in that country, he was refolv-
ed to have the honor of completing the good offices he
hadbegun. On this'it came into my head, to endeavour
to make this man my friend, and prevail on him to carry
aletter or mellage from me to the governor of Bombay,
who, I had heard the Englifk mate [ay, was a perfon of
E:ut worth and honor; but then I was dc-u:rrexrc by the
lie, that this fellow was a creature of the banyan's,
who might betray the confidence 1 depoled in him; fo
mentioned nothing but what wis proper to be repeated
to him. The banyan, indecd, pretended an imparience
equal tomy own, for the accomplithment of what I defired;
and went to town the next day, on ‘purpofe, as he faid,
to acquaint the Englifh with my adventures, leaving the
interpreter with me, that I might by him communicare
my commands to his fetvants,- who he had ordered to be
very obfequious to me.

His ablence ridding me for a time of the dilquiets I
was under, Tdiverted myfelf with afking the interpreter,
who I found was a Dutchman, many queflions, as, how
long fince he had been in France? What had occafioned
‘his going there? How he came to, and in what ftation

he was at Bombay? On which he told me, that, being 2
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ntariner on board a Dutch merchant, the vellel was taken
and that it was daring the time_he was a prifoner he
learned the language; that afterward engaging in the Eng-
Lifh fervice, he arrived at a knowledge of their tongue,
and alfp of the Malayan by coming frequently into India,
and being much among . the natives, with whom he now
was fetled; that he was married to an Indian woman,
and had feyeral children. Ithen afked him the name
and rank of the perfon under whofe prote@tion I had fall-
en, ; On which Y:c gave me_the moft high encomiums of
him; and. added, that whoever he married would Le the
happicit woman in the world. This I gave but very lit-
Me ear to, and, to amufe mylelf, made him teach me
feveral phrafes in the Malayan langnage, which I really
found fo caly, thiat, in about ten days time, I could be
ablz to alk for any thing 1 wanted ; and this little flud
beguiled many melancholy hours T fhould otherwife
have pafled. { now began to with for the banyan's
return, thinking, hy the anfwer he fhould bring, T might
be able to form fome judgment of what I'was to expedt,
but we ncither faw nor heard any thing of him for a
whole month. At length he came and pretended (for,
alas! I afterward found all he faid was but to delude me),
that he had tarried all that_time, waiting for the gover-
nor's recovery, who was ill of a fever, and continued
- flill in a condition. which would not fuffer him to fee
any company. He told me, he had related my hiftory
to feveral of the Englifh merchants, but they feemed ex-
tremely cold and backward of doing any fhing for me,
which, he fuppofed, was owing to the war between the
two nations ; and that, as to my father's effedts, whatever
were on board that [hip were entirely loft, fhe being Tunk
with her whole cargo.. . :

This intelligence drew a flood of tears from my eyes,
with which he feemed extremely moved, and told me, in
the moft tender terms, as the interpreter informed me,
and which I now partly underflood myfelf, that I had
not any caule for this immoderate gricl: that a little time,
he hoped, would bring the Engill_‘/h into more confiderati=
en of my diftrefs, that while I remained in Bombay,

D'
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though it were for ever, his houle, and every thing in ft,
fhould be at my difpofal. I thanked 'him, as his hofpi-
tality, had it been unmixed with any otler views, would
Have indeed deflerved ; bat, whatever my th s were
on that. head, I concealed them with all the Little fkill
I was miflrefs of, and feemed unealy only ar the trouble
his generofity and good-nature occafioned him on my
fcore. But this he would hear nothing of, and endcavour-
ed to abate my melancholy by all dhe ways he could in-
vent, Hemade fome of his people dance before me ; others
fung, and fome played on infiruments. The interpreter
having told him what a progrefs I had made in the lan-
guage of the country, he feemed in an'extacy, and cricd
ont, then I may hope every thingin India is not difagree-
able to the lovely Hemrdetta.” As I perfectly underflood
thefe words, 1 took upon me to anfwer without the help
of an interpreter, that as yet I had found nething
fo, and hoped to leave ‘it with the fame opinion I
at prefent had., He made no dire@t reply, but told
the Dutchman, that he was either an excellent tutor,
or his pupil moft have an uncommon genins, to be

- able not. only to underfland, but t0 pronounce, with
fo much grace and’ propriety, the accents of a lan-
guage that a month ago, the hid never heard,  After
this, whengver dinner ar. fupper. was ferved in, he made
me tell him, ont of which difh T would be helped,
to drink to him, and, in fhort, for every thing I
would have, in Malayan, The women oo, who at-
tended me in my chamber, were highly dclighted that
they could make themfelves underflood by me ;i and,
when they dreffed or undreffed me, entertain me with
fome difcourle or other ; and this, in a very fmall
time, made me fo perfed in the language, that I could
hold any converfation in it. Some days paffed on, in
which T had every thing done to divert my thonghts,
m nothing to ai}'m'e me the fears I had entertzined

d any. real foundation, ‘till the banyan, happening

0 be alone with me in the garden, led me into one of
thole grottos, which, you know, in the houelt feafon,
are never withuot a certain coolnels extremely refrefhing.
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We fat down on ene of the benches, juft OFP.Oﬁle to
the entrance, which gaveus a profpeét of the fun play-
ing on the tops of trees, and gilding all around, with-
out feeling any thing of iis parching influence. +¢'Is
not this pleafant, Henrietta?” faid he. «*Might not any
one find in India fufficient for content, ‘without defir-
ing to roam elfewhere ?"—+ Doubtlefs,” anlwered T,
* thofe who have their fettlements here, have no reafon
to murmur at their lot; but thofe, whofe dependance lies
in other parts, can but halfl relifh the delights of this.is
—" The way to make you like it then,** refumed e,
" is to fix you here. But I fear, not all the pleafure of
the fituation would atone for the complexion of the in-
habitants. Our tawny. colour is irkfome to youreyes.
You cannot bear to look on what is fo different from
yourfelf,"-—** I have been always taught,'” anfwered I,
‘“that prwe beauty is feated inthe mitd, and that we
ought to be attraéted only by virtne ; and I have Hitherto
oblerved that leflon, always to' gfleem people according
10 their affions,”-—+ Have mine ever been offenfive "
cried he, haftily, « Your's! §ir,” faid I, very much fur-
prifed: tcan the charity, compaflien, and hofpitality, to
which I am fo much obliged, be ever too much, or tog
gratefully acknowledged?"—'No, Hewrdetta, no," an-
Iwered he, with a figh, **'| have 'confefred no 'obligati-
ons.on you. I could not aét otheywile than T did, from

- the inflant 1 beheld your charms, I became no longer

.the mafler of myfelf, or any thing I before ‘was in pol-
feflion of. You feized onm all at once, and Teft 'mz no-
thing, but the name of flave. Goddels ofmy foul " eon-
tinued he, taking hold of my hand, and puiting it to his
mouth, ¢ ] love you! I adore you!™*

Never was confufion greater than mine at that inftasit

1 blufhed, I trembled, but had not power to fpeak.
He trembled too thoush from a different caufe; and,

finding I was filent, had the temerity to [nateh fome

kiffes from my lips and breaft. I flruggled, but, finding

my refiltance incllectual, « Why, Sit,” cried I, ' will

you Efcﬂ'r.a'}’ all the merics of your favours, by uling me

in this upworthy manmic? 1 ];mow what it is to Juffer
]
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hardfhips;.and, be affured, I will hazard every thing
rather than be fubected to infults of this nature.s Thele
words. had all the cfledt 1 fPokc them for. He immedi-
.ately drew back, only retaining that hand he had taken
at_firfl, and, prefling it tenderly between both his,
& Why, charming Henrietta, will you put focruel a con-
firudlion on the ifinocent demonfirations I would give
you of the ardency of my paflion ? Heaven only knows
the tortnres I haye fuflained, in forbearing to thock your
modefly with too fudden a declaration, and fure it ought
not fo much o alarm yeu, when I proteft, by all thale.
powers we werfhip, that L never had any other than fuch
defigns upon yau, as are agreeable to virtue, and to ho-
nour. No, Henrietta; permit me to be your lfever, and,
by the fame powers, I fwear never to be your ravifker.’,
« Alas! Siry” anfwered I, * what is it you require of
me ? Or, what can I infer from the diflinftion you have
made P’ All Linueat,” faid he,* is, that you will
liflen to my fuit, and permit me to endeavour, by argu-
ments, to.win you to a more {avourable opinion of my
paflion and perfon. _If now and then, T feall my Fatifh-
. €d wifhes with a (ouch of thisdear band, or even lleal a
kifs from thofe enchanting lips, impute it not as the fore-
xunmer of greater libergies, rvhich'f.agai n bind myfelf by
oath never to take without your free confent.”” ' "
Though I was {fomewhat more affured thain I had been,
by thefe afleverations, yet I could not think of licenfing
a flame I was determined never to return, without an ex-
treme teludtance ;5 and I remained irrcfolute in what
terms| fhould reply. ' - )
"~ “You hefitatc even to allow me this,” faid he ; but
my dearelt Henrietia, when you xefled on the firange
ways by which you were brought to me, how, among all
the numerous partakers of your voyage, you were alone
preferved ; what dangers of every Kind you were expofed
t0; what miferies you endured, -'till, almoll miraculoul-
* 1y, condudted to my roof, you muft believe with me
fome fupernatural power interpoled, fnatched you from
Tuin, and made it your fate you fhould be mine. Yes,
s+ continued he, * thou foftelt, lovelielt creature, the gods,
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whom I adore! fent thee to'mé, as'the choiceft bleﬂi:ng.
to reward my piety and zealous obfervance of their laws.”

" “Ah, 8ir,” cried I, + miftake not the will of heaven,
who fentme' to you, only as an objeét to exercife your
compaffion and your bounty ; to give you the highegno-
blell pleafure, that of dving good: thole joys which love:
affords, feem too weak, in my opinion, to'come in com-
petition wich dhe other; but, if diere dre any o' be found
in the gratification of that paffion, you may partake them
with fome maid, whole religion and cuftoms are more
agrepable 10 your own.”---¢+'No, Henrielta, no,"" anlwer-
ed he; * the united charms of your” whole fex, in any
athér than youtfelf; would give me fhort-lived blifs. Itis
you, and you alone, can make me truly happy ; and, as
for the difference of religion, I'doubt not, bur when you
are well acquainted ‘with our way of worlhip, you will al-
low our godsmore benevolent than you' have foand your
own.” This blalphemy ftruck me 'with 'a horior which
was very vifible in my ¢ountenance, ' and, I'inftantly cfied
out, “O ! "Sir, rather Kill me, thah'compel me to hear
aught irreverent of the maker of heaven' and earch™ I
could fec”a Tmile, which had ferething in ivol contempt,
upon his countenance, at the exclamation: I mades’ but
he wastoo artful to fuffer it to continug, or addany
thing which might increafe my difquict on this fcore: on
the contrary, he told me, that'he would never arge me to
a change of faith ; that I might ‘enjoy” my own q:inia’u
undifturbed ; and - pretended, - that provided pcoie acl-
¢d according to'the rules of virtue and ‘reafon, he did
not think ‘it any matter of moment to whatgods they pray-
ed. I fay, but’ pretended ;' forin ‘reality there never
wiis a greater bigot to the idoel-worfhip, nor a move pro-

shane 'contemner of the divine myfteries of ' chriflianity.

t was near [un-fet before T was fuffered to leave the
grotto, nor then, *ill [ had promifed to liften ca{ml-)'
to his amorous addrefles. “All fupper T was perfecuted
in the fame manner, and when I counterfeited a drowfi-
nels, and defired 'to retire, “ cruel Hewriesta!" eried he,
"1 fee the little cffedt all my teademnefls has on'you. Yon
hite me; My prefence is infupportable to you; and
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much 1 fear it never will be 'in my, poweritorender it lefs
fo'; yet, to prove the true vefpect Ibear you, I will not
detain you here. Perhaps, when left alone to meditate,
You will think I delerve not to be treated with fo much
abhorrence.”  He fpoke this with an air of fuch real
grief, that I could not keep myfelf from being affected
with jr, -« Ah, Sir!’ “anfwered I, with fome emotion,
“Lam far from feeling any abhorrence of you, on the
contrary, the benefits [ have received from yon, make
me regard you as my only friend, my patron, my pro-
tector, and even to love you with the affection of a Eﬂcr."
« Hemietta! Henrictta !’ cried he, with a voice which
exprefled as much fatisfadion as that he had laft fpoke
inwas the reverfe ; « All thou haft loft, thou fhalt find
amply reflored inme, I will everbe to thee more than
all the world. But, if it be true you love me as a fifter
thould, confirm it, by gmmtmg me fuch an embrace as
a brother ought notto be refufed.”

I now repented what I had faid, and fhuddered with
a‘#:mlunﬁans of the confequences, while he held me
folded in his arms for feveral minutes. All thisnight I
pafled in anxieties not tobe exprefled. Allmy refource
was tomy prayers, in which I continued "till the women
came into mychamber. I was no fooner . drefled, than
they told me that the Duichman, being about to depart,
: to take leave of me; on which I ordered he fhould
be admitted. Having difcovered in him amercenary na-
ture, I imagined that, if I could make it his interelt to
be faithful tome, he would be fo. 1 then laid open all
my foul to him, concealed not the declaration made me
by the banyan; the averfion Ihad to any propofals of that
kind, and the terrors I was hourly in on his account:
and then ventured to let him know, that if any thing
could be invented for my efcape, I would quit his houle,
and venture every thing that might befal me, If there-
fore," continued I, * youwill be fo good as to provide
fome difguife for me, I'will go away by night, and trave]
1o the Englifh fatory; who I am certain, cannot be fo
inhuman as to refufe me a paffage in one of their thips
to fome chriftian country, whenge I may cally go 1o
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France. ‘To recomlpente what tronble, you may | take
on this occafion, be affired, that as foon as I arrive ar
the faftory, I will beftow upon you this ring; it is a dia-
mond of value: and all my ill-fortune 'has left me.” In
fpeaking this I thewed the jewel, the glitter of which
feemed.to have all the effedt I 'wifhed it fhould upon
him; and, after a very little hefitation, he affured me,
that within three days'T fhould hear from himto my fa-
tisfaction ; but adviled me in the mean time, to treat the
banyan in'a manner that fhould give him room to hope I
was le[saverfe to his 'defires, left a contrary behaviour
fhould provoke him to have recourfe to force. ¢
Thinking that, if I ftaid 100 long in my chamber, the
banyan mi%n fuppolfe it was only to avoid him, I went
down into the hall, where T expedted 16 find him, as was
his cuftom, waiting to receive me; butmnow I was there,
asnear as | can {s, two hours before he came: at laft
he entered, and had a letter in his hand. . « My dear
Heénrietta,” faid he, “+how forry am Ito be the bearer
of news which I fear will give you sain. but you muft
be told it. I Have juft now received a letter from one
of the Englifk merchants, who affures me, in the name
of the whole fadtory, that, as there is at prefent fo vio-
lent an animofity between the two nations, nothing can
be done for one of yours, efpecially for a perfon’ of the
family of one who was lie intended governor of frana-
dad, and who, had he lived, had doubilefs' a commiffion
to give what annoyance he could to their trade; fo that
now you have indeed no dependance but on me.” My
heart funk in me while he fpoke, but foon recovered
itfelf, on the belief that this was all an artifice, as in=~
deed it.was, toreduce me to the neceflity of complying
with his will. Following the Dutchman’s advice, I there-
fore only faid, -<thenI find there-are barbarians among
chriftians,”-—¢ Aye,” returned he, with fome vehe-
mence, * fuch as you will never find among the In-
dians.”” The whole day I fo-well fupported an affecta-
tion of good humonr, as, I imagined, paffed upon him
for reality. ' I'mow feemed to give a lefs reluciant ear
to the profeflions he made me of his Tove;; fuffered him
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to hold my hand fox hours. together, without -offering t0
fnatch it from him, and even to kifs me_without firug-
gling. He feemed tranfported nt'mg condefcenfion, and,
f‘"’ﬂEﬂg me to his; bofom, cried, O my Hemictia !, fhall

ever ﬁn'evail on you ta believe it will be your happinels,
as well as mine, o allow me greater favours ?7 This
attion making me fear I_Had_d\r_erﬁed my part, I{prung
from his embrace :, ** Remember,, Sir,’” faid I,  the vow
you have made; nor wound my modefly with frecdoms, I
fhould be unworthy your, affection to permit, I yet am
young, and a_ virgin, nor can .at once refign my heart :
grant me at leaft a litile time.”’—-+ You fhall haye all you
alk,” replied he, *but let that time be limited. Say
but you will be mine, and when, and I will attend the
blifsful’ hour with, cold Ewopean patience.” I cannot
promife any thing,” faid I, “but, il you love me truly,
you will try how far my gratitude, and the refpeét I have
at prelent for you, will work by degrees upon my loul.”
" &'cll. I mult be content,” rcjoined he, *with what
youare plealed to grant,” '

Afterthis I could perceive he was a liule thoughtful,
_though he _l:nd'ca.\run'.lra:g= to gonceal it; but behaved tg mc
with the fame tendernefls as ever.  This continued for
two days, and part of the third from the Ditchman’s de-

arture, during all which time the pain T was in for fear

¢ fhould not keep his word, and the force I did myfelf
in fuffering the banyan’s importunitics, rendered my life
very itklome. At laft the Ditchman came under the pre-
tence of fearching for fome papers, which, ‘if he had not
left behind, bcnﬁid. were of great confequence tohim ;
but, ‘in reality, to {lip a letter into my hand, which hav-
ing donic_unperceived by any one, he went away again,
and I' took hold of the firll moment was left alone,
to fee what he had given me. contained. Thele were
the words : L e

M If o perfifl in your refolution of leaving. the banyan's
Roufe, come inka the garden. about midnight, and by the

of the &mz:miuj room you will find the habit of @ flave. I
thosght thai the propercft difguife to conceal you. A will
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wiit for you on the back ¢l the gavden, in frder to condut
Jyou where you fo muck wifhte bn

The banyan being that evening extremely prefling for
me to fix the moment of his happinefs; * to morrow,"”
anfwered I, *you thall know'my refolution.”-—* Your
refolution!" cried hie, *that may be to déom me to des
{pair; ‘but tell me, may 1 hope it will be in my favour?"*
~-++ Yes, Sir,” faid I, «if you continue to defire it.""-—
« That you may be convinced is paft a doubt,” re-
joined he; ** to-morrow, you fay. Swear then by your
Tod, yeu will be mine to-morrow.”—-% There is no an-
fwering for events,” faid I (very cunningly as I then
thought;) *but if I live, and lce you to-morrow in  the
fame featiments yon now profels, 1 will refule you no-
thing,”-—But yet you have not fworn,” refumed he;
« confirm the charming promife witha vow, that I may
be afcertained of my blifs, and pafls this night in exta-
cies of imagination, which canbe exceeded by nothing
but the reality of the next.”’-—+ Well then to fatisfy you,™
faid I, «by the all-feeing ruler of this wide creation, I
fwear to keep inviolably the promife I have made." 4

The banyan appeared tranfported, and kiffed my hand
feveral times; but yet 1 thought with lels fervour than
he was accuflomied to; he alfo talked but linle, and
when T made a motion to retire to my chamber, he op-
poled it not, and only faid, embracing me at the fame
time, “take heed. my lovely Hemrictta, you perforin
your vow.” I only [miled and took my leave.

Being got to my chamber, I foffered the women to
prepare me for bedas ufual; but as foon asthey were

one | put on my clothes again, waiting impatiently for
the appointed time, which [ was obliged to ftay fome-
what beyond, imagining I ‘heard fome noile in the
houfe, asif all the family were not in bed. At laft
finding 2ll hufhed and filent, I ventured down, and
having opened the door [oftly, got into the-garden,
trembling at every flep, left fome accidéntfhould retavd
my intended flight; and then, faid 1 'to myfelf, *what
will become of me after the vow I have made?’  I'mat

E
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with nothing, however, .to give me any alarm; and’ on
my coming to the banquetting room, found the habit
as the, Duichman’s letter had informed me. 1 prelently
exchanged my taffety robe for the habit of a flave; and
got over the little fence that parts that fide of the gar-
den from the meadow, where I found my expedied
ide. and put mylelf under hisconduét. He told me
muft arm myfelf with patience, for we had many a
weary mile to travel, before we fhould come to any fe-
eure place of rell; but I was fo overjoyed at my deli-
werance, that I thought I could walk for ever. We ra-
gher ran indeed, in order, as he faid, to gain a confi-
derable diflance before 1 fhould be miffed, and confe-
qmminurfucd. We had not purfued our journey
above half a league, when all on a ludden we heard 2
at noifg, and prefenily found ourlelves encompafled

¥ feveral men, who, all at once, cried out, **a wo-
man! a woman! We will fhare her amoug us.” They
Fell upon the Dutchman, and, as 1 thought, Killedhim:
then feized on me, and made ule gfafome expreffions,
which, joined to the furprife and £ L was, in before,
took away my fenles, and I a lwocn.
Whether any -attempts were 1 to my-
feli, o¢ noty ot by what means§ eyed from
that places I was not capable of knowing ; but the ficlt
«objects that prefented themfelves to my returning fenfes,
were the two very women who had been ufe to autend

- me, and who. now feemed bufy in applying things for
amy recovery,. My brain was yet weak: Ilaw not pre-
Ademtly where I was; and, though I perfectly knew them,
#he. idea of thefe dreadlul men, in whole power L'had
‘beenbuta moment before, to my thinking was fo flrong
in my head, that I talked of nothing but rapés and mur-
‘ders. . Butthisdelivinm lafled only a fhont fpaces; reafon
ixeturneds and fhewed me. what @ wretch I was. 1 found
_ that I was agai;xin the power of the. banyaws, under his
‘xoof; and onihe fame bed as 1 had ever lain upen, fince
anybeing firll-prefented o him, _ I afked the women fe-
veral quellions concerning. this adventure; but all the
- fatisfaction I could got from them was, that their
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‘mafter would anfwer me. By this I gueffed it would net
be long before I faw the banyan; and the fhame of Hav-
ing deccived him, joined o the apprehentions I-befare
had of him, was ready to throw me into'a fecond faint-
ing. Itwasday béfore he entered ; and; though he had
all the marks of the molt heavy difpleafure on his brow,
1 could perceive a fullen fatisfaction throngh the gloom.
I was lill on the bed, and as foon'as he dppeared I
pulled the coverlet over my face.  «Well may you kide
yourfelf, ungrateful and perfidious maid,"” faid'he; **not
only falfe to me, but to your god, wha teflifics his ab-
horrence of your crimes, and, had he no greater pity,
would abandon you to all you feem moft to° dread. ~ Bat
come,” continued he, throwing off the coverlet, [+ let me
fee what form that deceitful face now wears, and whe-
ther it yet has charms to difarm my indignation.”---¢1
with not that it fhould,” cried I, with-all the conrage as
I could mufter up, **and afk no favour, bur ‘immediate
death. ‘Since my ‘hard faté has again thrown me inte
your power, kill me, and eafe me of the agonies Hluf-
fer, and yourfell of the difquiets you fecl on ‘my ac-
Ny refumed he, +I have another, and

count,

more Pl 8 Tatiatizg my revenge; wheén that
is comp 1 ba free to difpole of 'yourfel as
you thi are,” continued he, tuming to the

Mo were 11 in the room, ‘this perverle crea-
ture, in the belt” manner you can, to give me aih hour's
diverfion; then bring her to my chamber.™ e went
out with thefe words. e w2

Thefe creatures then, who had no fenfe of woman-
hood, & notion, but of ebeying their imperiows mafler,
beaan to ftrip off the habit I had on, and*by “foree dreil
“me in a rich Indian gowng Tall the time weeping: tear-
ing my hair, and invoking hetven toflrike e dead that
moment. I wais then conducted, or rather dragged, to
the place where I expeéted to have what was dearec far
to me, than life, facrificed to brutal Tuft and ' eruelry,
Whether the fight of my diftrefs moved him with fome
little pity, I know not, but his countenance feem=d to
Raye loft great pant of 'il'sllzatc fiercencls; and making

i ] ; ..g. P - e by o
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fign 1o thofe that brnught me, 10 leave us alone tqgether;
* Well, Hewrictta,” faid he, *+is it thus you endeavour
-10 abate my jult refentment? Is it by tears and fullen,
Ailence you think to win me to a forgetfulnels of what is
palt?”’  1would now have fpoke, but fomething role in
~my throat, and ftopped the paffage of my words; and I
could, for a confiderable time, anfwer only wich lobs,
groans, and all the fymptoms of unuttcrable gricf. +Ob-
Hlinate, foolifh girl,” cried he, w1 might rather have’
expedied you would have tried to awaken inme that
tendernefs, which fo long pleaded in. your favour.
Where are now the aits, the counterfeited fofinels and
zegard you could yeflerday fo well put on, in order to
deceive me?”’-——If my words contradided my ac-
tions,"” anfwered I, cafling down my eyes, * It was cruel
. . mecellity enforced ine to it, Heaven knows] ,wifh not to
diffemble with you; aud I now again, with'the utmoit
perfedt fincerity, avow iny heart was never infenfible of
your favours, though incapable of being touched with
our love."---+ 0! thou le evader,” refumed he,
. “tcouldlt thou be grateful for the cffedis, yet ungrate-
ful to the caufe from whence they Iprung? What moative,
butmy love, induced me to give thee my protection?
And what return, but-love, hadft thou to make mne?’
-=] know notwhat it isto love,” faid I; ++but have
beentold ic is not the effedt of choice, but chance;
fecier fympathy, which auaches us, in fpite of our-
felves, to the beloved objeét."-—+True," anfwered he,
*tand you have found a proof of itin me. 1 have loved
you, Henricita, loved you againft my will; but whar 1
did by compullion, you fhould have endeavoured fo
bave done by gratitude and reafon. That you have flill
too great an alcendant over me, even my prefent beha-
viourmay make you fee; but Iwill break the enchant-
ment which fo much debafes me, and think of you 1o
otherwife than as a woman, and as fuch compel you to
allift my pleaturcs.” In fpeaking this he took hold of
me with aviolence, which left me no ground to hope
I could efcape. 1 threw myfelf at his feet, conjured him
fobave pity onmy youth and innoceges, entreated his
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forgivene(s for the deception I had put on him; or, if
he would not grant it, to punifi me by another wa
than that he threatnéd, But he feemed dcafito all T faid.
At laft,  if not for mine,” cried 1, ** fot your own fake
Crefrain this horrid violation : remember you have fworn
by™al your gods, never to have récourleto force, O
think on the guilt of perjury !
I was going ou, but he interrupted me at that word;
+ O ! thou hypocrite '™ faid he' +* with what front canft
thiou name perjury, when thou thyfelf ant doubly guilty
o! it ? Didlt thou not vow by, thy own god, Lhntﬁ' alive,
anl inmy power this day, thou wouldk refule me no-
thing? Why then this refiltance; unlefs to make me
guilty too ?"'--—+ Hold, Sir."”" replied [, « the vow you
upbraid me with Town; own too I made it to deceive
you, and beg you to forgive the only offence T ever will-
inzly comminted againft you. But, Sir, be alfo pleafed
to remember it was conditfonal, and could not bind,
without ycu retained the fame [entiments for me as*at
the time [ made it : which now, afier thisdetediion of my.

fraud, I am fure you do not: connot.”
* Then you allow it binding if I did,” rejoinsd he.

« Molt eertainly;"” anfwered 1, ¢ nor durft I bave de-
pirted from it, however averfe by inclination to fulfil
it.”"---% Then hear me,"" faid be, ++ by your own words
you are condemned : my fentiments are the fame of you
at this moment, as when you made thatvow., To prove
it, know I was acquainted with every method you took
ia order to impofé upon me. ' The leuwer given you by
the Datchman was dictated by me ; the difguil'c' laid for
you by mylelf; the perfons who [urpriled you irrthe
forell no other than my own fervanes, in the rear of whom
I was in’ perfons nor quitted fight of you "ill laid on
the bed, and meins were ufed for your recovery. Thus,
knowing your fraud as well before your flight as afier,
1 could not have other fentiments of you then, than thole
I now retain.

“ 1 now bécame fadly convinced I was cauglit’ in my
own frare, and had not on# arguaent to offer in oppofiti-
ori to his reafons; all I could do, to veut the anguil’
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of my mind, was to exclaim againft the treacheron$
Dutchman, wholad feemed to favour my defign,* feduced
me by his pernicious advice, and betrayed me in fo
cmel a manner. The banyan fuffered me to evaporate
my rage awhile, and then taking me in his arms,:* come;
Henrictta," faid he, ** muft we both be perjured ? You,
in rcfufing what you have fworn 1o yield; and I, in
ufing a violence, it 45 neither in my nature or my prin-
ciples to be guilty of ? Or will you unreluéant refign
yourfelf to me, and fave our fouls a crime mine (hudders
at, though determined to commit #"”

What.could I now lay? How avoid what fate feemed
to have ordained for me ? Bound by an oath, 1durit not
even refule what I would rather have died a thoufand
«deaths than have granted :_yet willing the cruel facrifice
fhould be performed with the greatcil fhew of decency
I.could ; -+* I have nothing, Sir, to urge,” anlwered I,
 againt the jullice of your claim: I acknowledge my-
felf yours by compadt, and dare not oppole your feiz-
ding the forfeit. But, 8ir, you then profelled to loye
. e honourable, exprefied a wifh to pafs your life with

‘me : il what you Faid was fincere, the gratification of

your defires on my unhappy perfon ought te be intro-
duced with a certain ceremony.”-—* 1 underfland you,”
cried he; . and to.prove how little I delerve the treat-
ment youwhave given me, will {till make yon my wife.
O  Hemrietta! Hewietta!” putfued he prelling my
trembling, but now yielding lips, “with all thy faulfs,
thon flill art dear to my fond heart.”

- Name what is paft on more,” faid I, * iF you
would eflabiifh in my breaft that tranquillity, which
alone can make our future happinels ; and, in return,
Enow fwear with the utmoft fincerity, that, however
averfe my foul has been to your defires, I will hence-
forward endeavour to regard you with an equal degree
of tendernefs ; never be repugnant to your will, difobe-
«dient to your commands, nor relractory to your ém-
braces; but behave in all things as a wife would do,
wha became fo merely by her own choice and incli- -

. matien.'’ - y ’ e ;
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Tt is not poffible for any words to exprels'the exta
hie was in at this proteflation ; nor, could he himfelf tef-
tify it, but by incoherent phrafes ahd broken fentences.
wfs it poffible #* cried he. * May Ibelieve thee ?"
Then kiffed, embraced, and held me to his breaft with
a tendernels, which, ‘as it had nothing init offenfive to
modefly, did really abate great part of the’ diftafte his
colour had been uled to give me.

Fain would lie have had the marriage folemnized
that day, but I prevailed with him to delay itto the
next, alledging. that my laft night's fatigue, joined to
the hurry of Ipirits the firarge alteration. in “my for-
tune had occafioned, vequired I fhould pafs this alone.
% You need not apprehend,” faid I: ¢ any attempt of
deceiving you a lecond time: 1 roo much repent the
ficlt; and thofe hours I am abfeat from ‘you fhall be
employed in'fludying ways to atonc for that trani-
greflion.” ]

This, obliging behaviour won him' to grant my re-
quelt, and all the remainder of that day was pail inde-
monftrations of the extremelt love on his part, and gra-
tinade on mine. And, though it is certain I could not
bring myfell all at once to be perfedly contented with
my fate, yet I wasmuch more refigned to it, than
fome days before I could have imagined. The horrors
of it by degrees diminfhed, and the tendernefs, the con-
fideration he flill had of me, in fpite of all I'had dore
to difoblige him, made me think, that, if T could not

love, 1 ought not to hate him. How ridiculous is ~

it,” faid | 1o myfelf, * 1o confine our liking to what is
merely owing to the difference of climates! ‘Had I
been born tn India, I thould have been of the fame colour
with this banyan: and what, except a fkin, is wanting
to render his perfon as agreeable as an Enropedn 1 have
ever feen?”  While I was thus ruminating, 1" looked
carneflly upon him; and my fentiments beiag at that
moment very much in his favour, they donbtlefs gave an
unufual fofmels to my eyes, He inftantly perceived
‘ft, and though we were then at Tipper, ftatted from his
feat, and throwinghis head upon my breaft, cried, *'O
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entered, and we went in proceffion to the plage ap-
pointed for the ceremony. Here ended the, calamitics
of my virgin ftate; but, alas! only to begin again in that
of a wife: for though never woman, pofleft of an un-
worthy paflion, ever laboured more than I did 10 cherilh
a lawful one for him, who. was now my hufband;  yet
could I not bring myfelf to feel any of thole ardours
which they fay ought to accompany the union between
man and woman. As I thought it my duty to be fond,
I returned his endearments in the beft manner I could ;.
yet were they fo indefinitely fhort of thafe I received;
that a lefs penctrating eye than his might eafily per-
ceivg the differance. He complained of it at firft in the
molt tender terms, omitted nothing that might excite
in me a'greater warmth of affedtion, yetall invain; my
foul remained infenfible of thofe furious cmotions of
delight, with which he mect me after a very little ab-
fence, and was indeed amazed at them inhim. ’'Tis
certain, had he lov'd me with lels excefs, we had been
more happy: poflcfhion was fe far from making any
abatement in t]:e, wildne(s of his paffion, that every day
I found the effedts of its increale. He would hang
whole hours together on my neck; gaze on my face with
fuch earnefinefs, as though each look sas ta be his lalt;
afked if I lov'd him, yet prevented the anfwer he defired
by flifling me with kiffes. As I had then a tolerable
vice, and fome judgment in mufic, he often defired me
to fing; buc I no %oon:r had begun, than fome fond
act of dotage obliged me to break off. In fhort, though
the teflimonies he gave me ol his palfion would to a per-
fon who loved to the fame degree, have been tranf-
POﬂinFq they feemed to me folly and madnels, and
were [o far from heightning my eflcem, that I was oh-
liged to make ule of all my effarts to conceal the diffa-
tisfation they occafioned me.

As he was never eafy out of my fight, I ook notice
o him one day, that his flaying fo much in the coun-
fry wasa prejudice to his affairs; and afked, when he
thenght of going to town, On which he told me
he had ‘ordgred every thing for our departure in three
or fourdays: Tor," faid he, I intend you fhall go

¥
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withme; T could tranfadt no Bufinels; my head would
be ifcapable of any thing at fuch ‘a diflance from my
Heénriegta.”” Tt was neceflary for me to feign mylelf
m{gwmeﬁtcd with  the joarney,  though in reality I

suld miich rather have chofe 1o indulged my medita-
rions 1:11 that agreeable folitude.

Ofi our arrival we received the vifits of feveral In-
dian families, who congrarulated my hufband on his
 choice, and made many ‘flattering compliments on my
Veauty: but hé'always feemed averfe to my going much
abroad; and, asT was ‘not'at all defirous of any conver-
fation with the Indians, F readily enough complied with
his inclinations ‘in that point. I foon after became preg-
nant; and the banyan having difcovered it, infifted on
my accompanying him to' the temple, to invoke the blef-
fing of the idol worfhipped thefe for a happy birth, It
was, he told me, a cuflom that was net to be difpenfed
with, more efpecially in the wife of a banyan; and that,
if T refufed to go, he fhould incurthe cenfure of all his
country as a favourer of chriftianity.
T was conduéfted-to'the pagod in a clofe fedan, and at-
tended by the greatefl part of our domeflicks: the ban-
2 ir!l.{ [everal of his Friends met me at the enrrance,
nd led me to r_h'.[i‘i::llar on which the idol is- placed;
ere having fini my orifons; the redirulous cere-
imonies that enlued filled me at- once with wonder and
deteftation.  All being over the:banyan was leading me
10 my fedan, when fouf or five Englifi gentlemen, ex-
cited T fuppofe by curiofity, to fee the Indian mode  of
‘worlhip, were comming in. ' They feemed to know my
‘hufband, and faluted him inthe moft courteous manwer,
‘but had their eyes immediately fixed o me' with  tokens
“of admiration; which givinghim fome alarm, he fearce
returned the civilities they paid him, and ‘'made what
hafle he could to thruft me into the feddn. o
The habit of thefe perfons affuring sme’ they were
Eiropeans, T doubted not  but they were! of the Emglifk
“faftory; and the banyan, on my afking’ Him, told ‘me
'ﬂ!atfzty were. On which aid, that; ifhe approved
of it I fhould be glad to become acquainted with their
kdies, as 1 fuppofe fome of tiern'who'were fsttled
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fhere had wives and fmu'll‘ilg.?‘ﬂc anfmre]tj. m:i‘ llﬁ‘lu
on many-accounts it would be. improper ; but chicfly,
ihat to c};nverfe.withdl_tiﬂians.ﬁq!flqu it fqunolzd
that Lilill entertained the-fame principles; and as it was
ablplurely neceffary for his interelt 10 1ake off any I&
fufpicion, he defired T woald not think of if, Be- |
fides,” added -he, with. a fmile,., *1o fec the e white
people often would renew in you all that averlion you
once had for my  celour, and which I haye {00 much
reafon to fear is not yet altogether. diffipated,” . Thefe
words Ithonght -difcovered fomethingof a jealous na-
ture in him; and, as I knew it was the intereil of :‘E{
peace, as well as my duty, to, give him no caule of of-
fence that way, I affured him with the moft pafhionaie
tendernels 1 was capable of affuming, that I had no wifh
equal ‘to that of pleafing him, and would be glad it
were in. my power to prove my zffedtion for him,
by much greater facrifices than the trifle I had men-
tioned. .  Ah Henrictta!" cried he, how ‘happy
thould I be to believe this obliging proteflation: but alas!
there is a teft I have long wilhed, to put you to, which
I much doubt your love for me would not be able to
get over. . Itis, my dear,”’ continued he, ‘‘that yon
would be prevailed upon to throw, off the prejudices of
education, renounce the foolifh principles your you
imbibed, .and become in verity as‘true a pagan as.
meceffity of our affairs has obliged you to_ pretend.
Then, then,” added he, embracing me, ‘ fhould we be
.one feul indeed;- then [ (hall bzlleve you truely love me,
which: till then I never;can.”’---+0 fay not fo; I con-
jure you,'" anfwered I; ** for though | never can ex-
change my faith, or bow my body in_ reality to gods of
i sar flones yet I would die to prove you are, next
‘heaven, ;-deageft to. my foul.” he earneflnefs with
which ! [poke thefe words, giving him an_oppinion they
-were fincereyas indeed they were (for thdugh 1 loved
himiot with pallion, yet I loved none but him), made
him the Jefs difplealed.at the contempt I teflified of his
zeligion, and he forbore to urge me any farther at that
time, nor indeed at any other, ’tillafter I had brought
you intaihe world, e .
2
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¢
o But, Dlm‘icmq.' u&:u-”nrtqu’did‘my poor heart feel

henegarding .you with all. a mother's tendernefs, 1
€ ﬂ§aﬂ. that you mull be trained up in infidélity, taught
to delpife the faith of your ranceflors, and abjure the
power that gave you being. Few -opportunities 1 had
dpr, prayers, _tgzofe I' had were all employed, ‘that hea-
ven which. had by .fuch firange accidents brought me
among pagans, might by ways unforefeen condud you
among chriflians., Every time I confidered you had
not received b_ﬂplifm my foul fhook within me; and one
day, when I was alone, I got a bafon of water, and re-
peating as much as I could remembér of the facred ce-
remony, of confecration, I dipt your liule head into it,
gave ymrhc-ﬁdgn of chriftianity; and befeeched Him in
whofe name 1 did it to accept you as an offering from
my hands, fince I was denied the afliflance of a per-
fon whole officc it properly was. I was in the midft
of this adl of devotion, when the banyan came and fur-
prifed me. He bad, it fcems, been prefent at this ce-
remony, and therefore was not ignorant what 1 was
about, as the rage which fparkled in his eyes too-well

“convinced (me. * Vain foolifh woman!” cried he ;

show durft you pradlice thefe follics on a child of
mine ? But deasly fhalt thou pay for this abufe of my
indulgance. Here,” continued he, calling in fome wo-
men who were waiting in the next room, * take this
Eghq, and let her be conveyed, where the firft words fhe
is.taught to fpeak, fhall be to curle the chriflians.” I was
at firfl fo [eized with terrér, that I could not open my
lips; but atthefe words I.fell on my knees; and, in the
beftterms I could, begged him 1o moderate his- indig-
nation; but alll faid was ineffeclual; he tore you feréam-
ing, as if fenfible of your misfortune, from mh? fbrug-
gling, arms, and made you be carried-from. my fight; on
which, forgeting all that before I had thought the duty
of a wife, and regardlefs of what he: might do /to me;
1 burdt into the moft vielent exclamations againft his
cruelty, againfl his gods; and deplored my. own fate; for
fubjedting me to the power of fuch a barbarians! nay,
1 think 1 even called him monfler ;. and what flang him
yet more, faid be was in malice, as in -colowr, - of i pigce

'
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with ket Thiglafbreflediion on' his 1, which ‘he
had' always ' fuf peétéd” was! difigrecable o ‘me," 1o
him paft all patience, tirwithout thinking what he
he'drew his dagger, and; a5 I thought ‘was™ going 0" |

an end to my wretched life, but'he only gave me'a blow
on oy licad with the flat part of it," which however fifuck
me to | the ground, and for a 'time took away both my
{peech and fenfes. 'How he behaved after he Taw mefall
1 know not, nordid I ever give myfell the troible ofens
quiring, foentirely’ had this 1aft action déftroved all'that
tzndernefs I had fo many months been labouring to effas
blifh. - All my éare was for my little Zoa § *and, “as" foon
as I came tomylfelfi: T afked 'where’ you were fent. " My
women thien told me that you were yet in ‘the houfe; but
how you were to bedifpofled of they kirew' niot; ‘and advik
ed me fo fubmivmyfelf to'the banyan, who they' doubt=
ed not would be “prevailed upon to fuffer you o continue
with me, efpeciamr: as' I'gave 'you fuck, and it might be
prejudical to you if removed to any otherbreaft. ~As1
knew his fondnels of you,'I'was of tlieir opinion ; butit
was notimmediately 1 conld think of ‘ever fpeaking more
with amy fhow'of tendernefs fo #man whohad treatedine
as a flade. - Avlength however my love and care of youl
got the better of my relentment, and (1 confented they
thould beara mellage from me. in'what'térms they thought
would have mefl effeupon himy to' previert his fendi
you out of thehoufer They went'and foon after retufnes
with fyouin their arms, bt told'rie/that ifl hoped o ro-
‘tain any partof their mafler's affedtion, or keép you al-
ways with mey I muft humble 'myfelfto” kim in perfan.
my wretched dot fubjédted me to his anthority, it had in-
deed beenchemoft prident fep I eould have taken; but
the priderofbloodnew aidirig my difdain at his unwot-
thy ufuage made thethoughts 'of ever feeing him more in-
fupportable/pyme. ' *Tisfire that nothing but' the dan-
gerafibsing' feperated [tontyon could ever have made me
bend tolaynan; in'allthings, but lis power, {6 muck my
“inferior] andrwliomd hiad hot now the leaft remains of Te-
'gl‘lﬂafnr: bved & ot 19 O 19 : ' it
“i1 Several days did T Tupport this refolution, 'in every ore
of which the women remionfiraied to me, that* my'“ 6bfli-
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nacy fo incenfed the banyan, ‘that it would infallibly oc-
cafion the lofs nfmy child. = This terrified me for a mo-
ment; bac then my vanity fuggefed, that thofe charms
which onee had fo great an influence over him, would
get the better of his haughtinefs; and the impoflibility of
Tiving without me force himto be the firfl thar fhould de-
fire a reconciliation, and then I might make my own con-
ditions. But thele expedtations deteived me; he came
not, nor fent, "till withthe cruel order of depriving me of
you. Inow tore my hair and garments, and a laft
bid the meflengér intreat of him o permit me
to come into his chamber; and if he then infifled on my
delivering the infant I would do it. 1 was told that it -
wasnot without a great deal of difficulty he was induced
to grant my ; and I believe by the manner in
which he received me.l was informed no more than the
truth.  All that foftnefs, that regard, with which he was
wont to look npon me, and on which I fo.much depended,
feemed vani as if it bad never been; and calting bis

towards me, with the air of an imperious Pitas

r than a tender hufband, *womanwhat .M:{: would
have?" faid he; * briefly relate the Tubjt your  pe-
tition.” -1 come Sir, anfwered I, tremlling between
the confiraint 1. put upon myfelf, and the feirs of not fue-
ceeding, “to d:hvcrnp this infant loyotrnnd withal  to

conjure you to command my death at the fame time; for,
z&:rtl:e lofs of your affedtion, and l.hc prefence of my
dear child, 1 cannot wiflito live.

.« Death mayiindeed be pttfe‘ubh&" anfwered he fierce-
1y, »to !I'rlI!E with me ; but fince that difcovery of your
fentiment, [ have becn 'kind enough to keep out of your
fight this barbarian! this menfler ! who, in mlr':e‘a in co-
tour, is of a piece with kell} and who,it is plain, you,
always had an cqual abhorrence of in your hcarl.‘ thiough
youdiffembled o ife in your adtions:"” -
~ «'Tis -aftions { the heart,”” faid Iy {obbmgf wand

ought to be regarded;, when a few ra!l:l \ﬁ)‘rds' enforced by
an cxmnmy of Emnarc forgot: imine were fio more,
and ifyou loved you would forgwe."-all Had r..been
fuch,” interrupted he, *:you would long cer this re-
pented of them, and implored that pardon which' you
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even now hardly. \rnuchfafs 1o afk.”--++ Will then,” cri-
ed I, falling at his feet, *this humble, pollure move you

to believe ? On my knees 1 humhly beg all animnfmcs
betweenus may be no more remembered, and that you
will not part me from my child.”

He fecmed a little touched with thefe words, and the
tears that accompanicd them; and either through his con-
fideration of you, or fome remains of tendernels for me,
vouchfafed, though in the moft y terms, a grant of
my requefl, on this condition, that I would bind myfelf
by a folemn oath, never, as you grew up, to attempt in-
fpiring you with any notions of the chriftian faith. I
was obliged to yield to this injun&ion, -hard as it was;
and you know, my Zea, how religioufly I have obferved
it; but with my life all obligations ceafe; and I hope
what I bequeath, as the only and beft legacy I could give
you at my death, will have fome influence over you.

It isnow-at the time of my writing this, twelve years
fince the quarrel I have been relating happened, yethas
there never been a perfect reconciliation betweenus. Con-
vinced by what I had faid, that alk the tendernels’ he had
for me hadmever made a real impreffion on my hear, his
pride would not permit him to fhow any marks of its con-
tinuance. I, on the other fide, not able to {or%u.e the
contemptuous blow 1 had received, ufed no efforts 1o
make him think | had a more favourable opinion ofhim.,
Jealoufy of his honor, or perhaps a pleafure he takes in

denying me all that would give meany fatisfadtion,
makes him keep me in a continual imprifonment. A
itranger in a place where I have lived fo many years, I
breathe net the frefh air beyond the precindis of our own
grounds; know not the face of any creature but our own
domeflicks; partake of no diverfion; enjoy noconverfation
but my owsns=clancholly thoughts; and fometimes, what
is yet lafs agreeable, thc company of a man, who from
the utmolt excefs, and even troublefome degree of dotage,
now behaves with the moft flabbing indiffcrence; fits by
me either infullen filence, or entertains me with malici-
ous jelts on the alteration of my perfon. All this I bear
with fecming patience, as the ills I fuffer are without a
remedy; buta fecret gricf preys onmy vitals:  Withered

R e




,’8 HISTORY OF HENRIETTA DE BELLGRAVE,

in my bloem, [piritlefs, I pafs my days in a wafl-
lnsl_amnﬂ:. ith, which life cannot long fuflain,
he dreadlul folitude I long have lived in has given

me opportuniry to write you this account of myfell, and
the papers you will find inclofed : all T have to afk of
heaven is, that they may have due weight with you to
make you become a chriftian in your heart: as to an ex-
terior fhow of it, at leaft while the banyan lives, I can
neither expect nor defire. Remember that, though he has
been my tyrant, yet he is your father; and you muft not
only gbey, but alfo eblige him in all things wherein your
confcience is not concerned; but above all things, if it be
polhible, my dear Zoa, avoid marrying a pagan; for that
would be binding yourfelf for ever to idolatry, and per-
haps make the mother of a race of unbelievers—a
crime which would render you no lefs cruel to them, than
I thould be to you, if I forbore giving you thofe inflruc-
tions at my death, which I was bound by ocath never to
reveal in life,

Farewel, my dear, dear child! As before you read this
I fhall be releafed from this vale of mifery, be affured I
am contipnally making interceflion to the throne of
mercy, both for- yuur prefent and immortal happinels.

ZOA, afew years after her mothers death, met with 2

circumflance, which induced her to quit her fa«

ther, and make her efeape to England, where {he has been

led on by her friends to write her owN HisTORY;

with which the public may be accommodated for the fmall
charge of Six-pence.

FINIS

Murtln, Printer, Birmingbam.
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