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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES 125

from alternative sources, do they maintain professional credibility and the
academic reputation of the department and university?

Answers to these questions must be worked out within the community
of those who practice the life sciences in conversation with their colleagues
across the university. But in order to address the practical incorporation of
the life sciences within an ecclesially based university, those who strategize
must ask whether such sciences can be disentangled from the violence of the
state and the idolatrous soteriology that currently hold them in thrall.

Notes

1. Nature 341 (1989): 679.

2. Alice Domurat Dreger, “Metaphors of Morality in the Human Genome Project,”
in Phillip R. Sloan, ed., Controlling Our Destinies: Historical, Philosophical, Ethical, and
Theological Perspectives on the Human Genome Project (Notre Dame, Ind.: University of
Notre Dame Press, 2000), p. 155. Emphasis added.

3. See John Wright's chapter in this volume.

4. What are “the life sciences” within a college or university context? This term might
encompass such diverse educational programs as undergraduate courses in biology, wherein
one’s aim is basic literacy, or preprofessional education; M.A. or doctoral programs in
biological subdisciplines, wherein the aim is to produce a disciplinary professional; or
professional schools in health care (medical, nursing, or allied health professions). Each
of these different institutional locations for “the life sciences” raises different questions for
those interested in creating a university that would be ecclesially based. For our purposes,
rather than specifically examining the practical issues raised by these different sorts of
programs, I will raise a more global issue that is common to all.

5. Garland Allen, Life Science in the Twentieth Century (New York: John Wiley and
Sons, 1975), p. 114.

6. Phillip R. Sloan, “Completing the Tree of Descartes,” in Sloan, ed., Controlling Our
Destinies, p. xxvi.

7. William E. May, in his book The Physician’s Covenant: Images of the Healer in Medi-
cal Ethics (Philadelphia: Westminster, 1983), outlines how “The Fighter” serves as one of
the primary images for understanding physicians and how military rhetoric shapes the
practice of medicine. My comments below will focus more on how this functions within
the research community, recognizing that the life sciences are not easily separated from
their relationship to clinical medicine.

8. For more on this history see John Beatty, “Origins of the U.S. Human Genome
Project: Changing Relationships between Genetics and National Security,” in Sloan, ed.,
Controlling Our Destinies, p. 132; Robert Cook-Deegan, The Gene Wars: Science, Politics,
and the Human Genome (New York: Norton, 1994); and Diana B. Dutton, Worse than the
Disease: Pitfalls of Medical Progress (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988).

9. Timothy Lenoir and Marguerite Hays, “The Manhattan Project for Biomedicine,”
in Sloan, ed., Controlling Our Destinies, p. 30.

10. Lenoir and Hays, p. 62, citing James Potchen, Report to the Energy Research Develop-
ment Agency of the Atomic Energy Commission (1976), p. 10. Interestingly, this testimony
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