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Basic Calligraphy:  
Materials

Ground
Paper
Pergamenata
Vellum & Parchment

Prep Materials
Ruler
Ames Lettering Guide
White Eraser

Writing Tools
Pen-staff
Nibs

Inks
Blacks 
Sepia/Walnut
Vermillion

http://thevintagefolkpainter.com/folkart/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/lettering-pens-for-folk-art-painting.jpg



Basic Calligraphy:  
Nib Preparation

Remove the Coating
* Flame method
* Boiling Water
* Tooth-paste
* Ammonia

Sharpen the Tip 
* Finest grade stone
* Moisten stone
* Hold inverted but at

writing angle

Position the Reservoir 
* check orientation
* check position along

the nib 
* fill using brush,

dropper. or dipping
http://calligraphypen.wordpress.com/2009/03/24/troubleshooting-a-calligraphy-dip-pen/



Basic Calligraphy:  
Ground Preparation

Paper
* cuttle-bone or pumice 

for degreasing
* sandarac to avoid

feathering

Vellum
* use the hair side
*400 grit sandpaper to
“raise the tooth” 

Lining
* Measure exemplar
* Ames Guide http://members.shaw.ca/warmlandcalligraphers/ames.htm



Basic Calligraphy:  
Hand Position

Work on slanted surface
* control of staff
* gravity helps ink flow

Angle of staff in hand
* tripod stance
* staff between 50°

and vertical

Angle of nib on paper
* thick and thin ink

marks come from
the angle of the nib

* Always pull the nib
or slide to the side;
never push the nib! 

http://posterous.com/getfile/files.posterous.com/doug

note/huBCzxshtBkBjjjqGeGJhjoqHqxBzolipDBpqyroy

sFAvCbiegpBlFFhgArw/p961.jpg.scaled1000.jpg

http://www.calligraphy-skills.com/how-

to-write-calligraphy.html

http://posterous.com/getfile/files.posterous.com/dougnote/huBCzxshtBkBjjjqGeGJhjoqHqxBzolipDBpqyroysFAvCbiegpBlFFhgArw/p961.jpg.scaled1000.jpg
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