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Table 4   Respondents Place of Birth 

Place of Birth Frequency Percent 

United States 

Others 

Total 

64 

48 

112 

57.1 

42.9 

100.0 

 

Table 5   Major Guardian of Participants 

Guardians Frequency Percent 

Father 

Mother 

Father and Mother 

Total 

5 

14 

93 

112 

4.5 

12.5 

83.0 

100.0 

 

As demonstrated in Table 6, participants described their family’s standard of living. 

Approximately 21.4% reported being very well off, 61.6% of the participants reported 

living comfortably, 12.5% reported getting by, 2.7 reported being poor and 1.8% reported 

being very poor.  

Table 6   Family Standard Living 

Perception of Living 

Standard 

Frequency Percent (%) 

Very poor 

Poor 

Getting by 

Living comfortably 

Very well off 

Total 

2 

3 

14 

69 

24 

112 

1.8 

2.7 

12.5 

61.6 

21.4 

100.0 

 

As illustrated in Table 7, participants were asked to make a comparison between 

their families’ financial status and the financial status of other students at their school. 

About 11.6% of participants reported being much better off of financially compared to 
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other students at their school. About 30.4% reported being better off financially than the 

other students at their school, 50.0% reported being of about the same financial status as 

other students at their school, while   7.1 % reported being somewhat worse off financially. 

Table 7: Financial Status of the Respondents 

 Frequency Percent 

Somewhat Worse Off 

About the Same 

Better Off 

Much Better Off 

Did Not Answer 

Total 

8 

56 

34 

13 

1 

112 

7.1 

50.0 

30.4 

11.6 

.9 

100 

 

Categorizing Behavioral Control and Acceptance Items 

The researcher used the Parenting Style Index (PSI) to determine which parenting 

style each parent falls into. The researcher’s focus was to categorize each parent into one 

of the four parenting styles using Baumrind’s typology (Baumrind, 1967, 1971). The 

acceptance and behavioral control scales were used to form these categories.  

The researcher used the following steps for this categorization:  

Step 1: The researcher used the Father Acceptance (FA), Mother Acceptance (MA), Father 

Behavioral Control (FBC), and Mother Behavioral Control (MBC) scores.  

Step 2: For each scale, FA, MA, FBC, and MBC, scores were divided into tertiles and the 

highest and the lowest third of the scores were used. The percentiles of 33.33 and 66.67 

were used to divide the scores of FA, MA, FBC, and MBC into tertiles. This was done by 

using the coding by SPSS called Visual Binning. As shown in Table 8, the researcher found 

that on the FA, the first tertile is from 13 to 28, the second tertile is from 29 to 31, and the 
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third tertile is from 32 to 36. For FBC, the first tertile is from 10 to 20, the second tertile is 

21- 23 and the third tertile is from 24 to 32. For MA, the first tertile is from 16 to 30 and 

the second tertile is from 31 to 34. The third tertile is from 35 to 36. For MBC, the first 

tertile is from 11 to 23 and the second tertile are 24 -25. The third tertile is from 26 to 32. 

The researcher used the scores that fall into the first and third tertiles only. Participant who 

obtained a score that fell into the middle tertile were not assigned a parenting style category.  

Table 8: Frequencies of the Acceptance and Behavioral Control in Different Tertiles 

 

 

Parent 

Acceptance Behavioral Control 

Low Mid High Low Mid High 

Father Score 

 

13-28 29-31 32-36 10-20 21-23 24-32 

N 

 

    35    23    46    24    25    47 

Mother Score 

 

16-30 31-34 35-36 11-23 24-25 26-32 

N 

 

   38    37    32    31   24    42 

 

Step 3: Participants who scored in the higher tertile on behavioral control were given a 2 

on behavioral control and those who scored in the lower tertile were given a 1. Participants 

who scored in the higher tertile on acceptance were given 2 on acceptance and those who 

scored in the lower tertile were given 1. Parents who received 2 on behavioral control and 

2 on acceptance were considered to be authoritative; parents who received 2 on behavioral 

control and 1 on acceptance were considered to be authoritarian; parents who received 1 

on behavioral control and 2 on acceptance were considered to be permissive; parents who 

received 1 on behavioral control and 1 on acceptance were considered as neglectful parents. 

This coding was done for fathers and mothers.  
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After the parents were categorized by parenting style, the hypotheses and the 

research questions were tested. There are two hypotheses and three research questions 

addressed. 

H1: There will be a positive correlation between parental Behavioral Control and 

children’s Difficulty score. This hypothesis will be tested separately for fathers and 

mothers. 

Correlation analyses revealed that there was no statistically significant correlation 

between Behavioral Control and Difficulties measures for fathers (r = -0.07, p = 0.54) and 

also for mothers (r = -0.15, p = 0.14) as shown in Table 9. The negative correlations found 

between Behavioral Control and Difficulties suggest that if there were a relationship 

between these variables it would suggest that Behavioral Control actually results in fewer 

difficulties which is opposite to what was predicted. 

Table 9 Correlation between Behavioral Control and Difficulties in Children 

 

Parent Pearson R Sig N 

Father -0.07 0.54 91 

Mother -0.15 0.14 91 

 

H2: There will be a positive correlation between parental Acceptance and children’s 

Difficulty score. This hypothesis will be tested separately for fathers and mothers. 

As revealed by correlation analyses, there was no correlation between Acceptance 

and Difficulties for fathers (r = .14, p = 0.18) or mothers (r = .10, p = 0.35) as shown in 

Table 10. Looking at the correlation for both parents and both Acceptance and Behavioral 

Control, it is interesting to note that Behavioral Control, though not significant, is 
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negatively related with children’s difficulties and Acceptance, again not significant, is 

positively related with children’s difficulties.  

Table 10: Correlation between Acceptance and Difficulties in Children 

Parent Pearson R Sig N 

Father 0.14 0.18 97 

Mother 0.10 0.35 99 

 

RQ1: Which parenting style is associated with the greatest number of children’s 

Difficulties? 

The means score for each parenting style for fathers and mothers were tabulated as 

shown in Table 11. The means score suggests that the highest difficulties experienced are 

with parents with permissive parenting style. The lowest difficulty experienced is the 

neglectful parenting style among fathers and authoritarian mothers. To justify if there is a 

significant difference among these scores, the One-way ANOVA was used to answer the 

question about which parenting style is the most effective for Muslim children. This test 

was carried out for each parent. Table 11 shows the mean scores of difficulties for each 

different parenting style, for father and mother with the significance for the ANOVA test. 

Generally, looking at the significance level of the analysis (ps = .23 and .776), we see that 

Parenting Style has little effect on the Difficulties of Muslim children. 

Though this analysis found insignificance finding, the Table 11 provide an info that 

children who live with both permissive fathers and mothers experienced high difficulties.  
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Table 11 ANOVA test for Difficulties Scores of the Different Parenting Styles 

Parent  Authoritative Authoritarian Permissive Neglectful p-

value 

Father Mean 17.6 16.7 21.4 15.1 0.23 

 (SD) (7.6) (5.8) (8.2) (4.8)  

       

Mother Mean 18.8 16.7 20.2 18.4 0.76 

 (SD) (8.3) (5.0) (11.4) (6.2)  

 

RQ2: Which is the most frequent parenting style for the participants in the study sample? 

The Pearson Chi Square test analyzing the dependence between parenting style and 

ethnicity shows that there is no significant relationship between the variables (p = .24). 

This revealed that there was no difference between Fathers’ Parenting Style across different 

ethnic groups. Crosstabulation for the different parenting styles for fathers’ in the various 

ethnic groups were obtained, and tabulated in Table 12 with the Pearson Chi-Square 

statistics. Although the finding was unable to evidence the significance between parenting 

style and ethnicity for fathers, the analyses found that among the Caucasian fathers, the 

majority were authoritative (63.64%). African American fathers were mostly authoritative 

(50%), while for Asians the majority were neglectful (40%). Middle Eastern fathers exhibit 

both authoritative and authoritarian parenting (36.36%) for each.  

Even though RQ2 was not significant, the analysis has provided the information 

that authoritative parenting is the most frequent parenting style for fathers of Muslim 

combined, while permissive parenting is the least parenting style among Muslim fathers 

combined. 
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Table 12: Frequencies of Ethnic Group and Parenting Styles among Fathers. 

      Parenting Style Among Fathers   

   Authoritative Authoritarian Permissive Neglectful Total 

Ethnic Caucasian Count 7 3 1 0    11 

  %  63.64% 27.27% 9.09% 0.00% 100% 

        

 

African 

American Count 3 1 1 1     6 

  %  50.00% 16.67% 16.67% 16.67% 100% 

        

 Asian Count 4 3 2 6 15 

  %  26.67% 20.00% 13.33% 40.00% 100% 

        

 Middle Eastern Count 8 8 4 2 22 

  %  36.36% 36.36% 18.18% 9.09% 100% 

        

Total   Count 22 15 8 9 54 

    %  40.74% 27.78% 14.81% 16.67% 100% 

Pearson Chi-Square = 11.491 , p = .24, df = 9 
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Table 13 shows the crosstabulation for the different parenting styles for mothers’ 

in the various ethnic groups with the Pearson Chi-Square statistics. 

Table 13: Frequencies of Ethnic Group and Parenting Styles among Mothers 

      Parenting Styles among Mothers   

   Authoritative Authoritarian Permissive Neglectful Total 

Ethnic Caucasian Count 4 3 1 3 11 

  %  36.36% 27.27% 9.09% 27.27% 100.00% 

        

 

African 

American Count 
0 2 0 0 2 

  %  0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 

        

 Asian Count 2 5 4 4 15 

  %  13.33% 33.33% 26.67% 26.67% 100.00% 

        

 

Middle 

Eastern Count 
5 5 3 4 17 

  %  29.41% 29.41% 17.65% 23.53% 100.00% 

        

Total   Count 11 15 8 11 45 

    %  24.44% 33.33% 17.78% 24.44% 100.00% 

Pearson Chi-Square = 7.0, p = .64, df =  9 

The Pearson Chi-square testing is the relationship between the parenting styles 

among mothers and ethnicity returned insignificance (X2= 7.0, p = .64). This suggests that 

mother’s parenting style is not different due to ethnicity. Even though this result is not a 

significant finding, one can learn from the statistic as shown in Table 14 that among the 

Caucasian mothers, the majority were authoritative (36.36%). African American mothers 

were 100% authoritarian, though this has to be considered with great caution as there were 

only two African American mothers. For Asian mothers, the majority were authoritarian 

(33.33%). Middle Eastern mothers exhibit both authoritative and authoritarian parenting 

with 29.41%, exhibiting each style.     
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The analyses unable to find the significance relationship between fathers or mothers 

from different ethnicity and parenting style. However, the analyses have provided an 

information that authoritarian parenting is the most frequent parenting style for mothers of 

Muslim combined, while permissive parenting is the least parenting style among Muslim 

mothers combined.   

RQ3: Is the consistency of parenting style associated with children’s difficulties?  

An independent sample t-test was used to analyze the difference in difficulty score 

due to parental consistency. Consistency indicates that both father and mother exhibit the 

same parenting style while inconsistency indicates the respondents’ father and mother 

exhibit different parenting styles. Table 14 shows descriptive statistics and the t-test results. 

Table 14   Difficulties Scores as a Function of Parental Consistency 

 

 Parenting Style N Mean SD t-stat (df) p-value 

Difficulties Consistent 20 18.3 7.4 0.397(26) P = .70 

Inconsistent 8 17.0 9.0 

Levene’s test equality (p = .70) 

 
The independent sample t-test revealed that there is no difference in the difficulties 

experienced by the respondent under consistent or inconsistent parenting style. 
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CHAPTER V  

DISCUSSION 

The purpose of the study was to examine the effects of parenting styles on 

children’s difficulties. Some research suggest that parenting style affects children’s 

difficulties (Baumrind, 1996; Jackson-Newsom et al., 2008; Park et al., 2010). In most 

parenting studies, the main supposition has been that parenting styles from both the father 

and mother effect child difficulties (Aunola & Nurmi, 2005; Kakihara, Tilton-Weaver, 

Kerr, & Stattin, 2010). Lewis and Lamb (2003) stated that the interaction, attachment, 

and attention from mothers and fathers influence child outcomes. In the current study, the 

researcher looked at parenting style separately for fathers and mothers since the 

questionnaires used in this study were completed separately by participants one for each 

father and mother. The reasons for having children complete the survey separately for 

fathers and mothers is that children are likely to have different perceptions about their 

father’s and mother’s parenting style. Their perception is influenced by the relationship 

and attachment that they receive from both parents.  

Gender differences is another reason children filled in two different 

questionnaires for their parents. Boys and girls are treated differently by their parents. 

Therefore, boys and girls would have different views and opinions about their parents’ 

parenting style. Thus, another important aim of this study was to discover the prevalence 

of different parenting styles among different ethnic Muslim groups. Previous studies 

found that different ethnic group practice different parenting styles; for example, most 

Caucasian parents frequently exhibited authoritative parenting style (Baumrind, 1996; 
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Takeuchi & Takeuchi, 2008), while Middle Eastern parents  frequently exhibited 

authoritarian parenting style (Dwairy, 2008; Zarnaghash & Samani, 2010).   

This study addressed several gaps in the existing literature in this area. First, 

researchers have been inconsistent in the measurement of parenting style. Previous 

research used various indicators for parenting style including the parental strictness-

supervision and psychological autonomy granting (Suldo & Huebner, 2004), warmth and 

acceptance (Patock-Peckham & Morgan-Lopez, 2009), parental involvement and control 

(Kazemi et al., 2010), parenting authority (Buri, 1991), and parenting style and 

dimensions (Robinson et al., 1995). The measurement of parenting style can have 

significant implications for categorizing parenting styles of parents and should be as 

comprehensive as possible because parenting study involve more than one ethnic group 

of participants. The current study addressed this gap in the literature by measuring the 

parenting style based on the parenting practices (behavioral control and acceptance) that 

can be found in different ethnic groups. 

The second gap that the current study addressed is the paucity of research 

regarding the effect of parenting style on the Muslim family. Only a small number of 

studies were located that included a representative number of Muslim participants 

(Assadi et al., 2007; Dwairy, 2004a, 2008; Dwairy & Menshar, 2006; Dwairy, et al., 

2006b; Zarnaghash & Samani, 2010). This gap in the existing literature was addressed in 

the current study by including the Muslim children participants to explore the effect of 

parenting style among Muslim children.   
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Third, this study addressed a gap in the existing literature by examining all four 

parenting styles in the Muslim families. Most researches in the existing literature 

investigated two or three parenting styles and frequently ignore the fourth parenting style 

which is neglectful parenting (Dwairy et al., 2006b; Dwairy, 2004a; Joshi et al., 2009; 

Lamborn et al., 1991; Zarnaghash & Samani, 2010). Therefore, this current study 

addressed this gap in the literature by examining all of four parenting styles including the 

neglectful parenting.  

While most of the previous studies found parenting style was associated with 

children’s difficulties, those results were not found in the current study. Almost all of the 

hypotheses and research questions that were analyzed in this study did not support the 

previous findings that parenting style influences children’s difficulties. There are several 

factors that may have influenced the results of this study. All of the factors will be 

discussed throughout this chapter. 

Hypotheses and Research Questions            

Hypothesis One 

Previous studies indicated that behavior control is associated with difficulties 

problems, such as depressed mood and anxiety among children (Barber, Olsen & Shagle, 

1994; Barber & Harmon, 2002; Conger, Conger & Scaramella, 1997; Olsen, Yang, Hart, 

Robinson et al., 2002; Pettit et al., 2001; Siequeland, Kendall, & Steinberg, 1996; 

Wolfradt, Hempel, & Miles, 2003). In addition, some studies have also found an 

association between a high level of behavioral control and difficulties problems (Barber 

& Harmon, 2002; Steinberg, 2001; Yang et al., 2004). As listed above, behavioral control 
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causes psychological problems among non-Muslim children. Thus, it is believed that 

Muslim sample also may experience the same. Therefore, it was hypothesized in the 

current study that behavioral control would be correlated with difficulties for both fathers 

and mothers. However, this hypothesis was not supported. 

In this study, no correlations was found between behavioral control and 

difficulties. One possible explanation for the inconsistencies between the results found in 

the present study and those of some earlier ones is that most probably most participants 

receive less behavioral control from their parents. Therefore, the result found that 

behavioral control and difficulties were not significant.     

Hypothesis Two 

          A study by Dwairy (2008) and Dwairy & Menshar, (2006) on Muslim children 

indicated that acceptance may increase difficulties problems among children. As 

mentioned earlier, acceptance practice is the element that minimize behavior and emotion 

problems. In addition, acceptance is encourage in Muslim life to help develop 

harmonious in one family. However, Dwairy (2008) found in his study that parents 

thought they are warm and friendly enough to their children by fulfill the children’s need 

(e.g; school, food), but actually they are not because besides being warm, parents also set 

certain rules to the children and control them. Thus according to Dwairy (2008) study one 

can see that the children receive both warmth and control from their parents. Therefore, it 

was hypothesized in the current study that acceptance would be correlated with 

difficulties for both fathers and mothers. However, there was no relationship between 

acceptance and difficulties. One possible explanation for this discrepancies between the 
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results found in the present study and those of some earlier ones is that most probably the 

participants received less acceptance from their parents that provide insignificant result 

when analyze with the difficulties problems. Another reason might be parents in this 

study frequently exhibit behavioral control rather than acceptance that reduce the number 

of participants receiving acceptance.   

Research Question One 

A One-way ANOVA analyzed the Research Question One in examining any 

parenting style result in the greatest scores on difficulties. The analysis showed that there 

was no significance between the parenting style and difficulties. The reason why the 

analysis was unable to find any parenting style result in the highest score on difficulties is 

most probably the participants fall equally in the four parenting styles. As mentioned by 

Dwairy et al. (2006a) and Khodaii et al. (2008), Muslim families exhibited these three 

parenting styles equally; authoritarian, authoritative, and permissive which cause difficult 

to the researcher to find one single parenting style that result in the highest score on 

difficulties.   

Research Question Two 

Some research regarding parenting style and Muslim population suggest that 

authoritarian is the most frequent parenting style exhibited among Muslim families 

(Dwairy, 2004; Dwairy & Menshar, 2006; Kagitcibasi, 2005). This study unable to 

provide answer for RQ2. However, the information that provided in the analyses was that 

among the Caucasian fathers, the majority were authoritative with percentage of 63.64%, 

while African American fathers were mostly authoritative with percentage of 50%; which 
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showed that both ethnic group practicing authoritative parenting. Majority Asian 

American fathers were neglectful with percentage of 40%. Middle Eastern fathers exhibit 

both authoritative and authoritarian parenting with percentage of 36.36%, respectively. 

The study evidence that only 36% of Muslim fathers from Middle Eastern ethnic group 

were exhibit authoritarian parenting. In their past study, Rudy and Grusec (2001) found 

that these collectivist ethnic groups such as African American, Asian American, and 

Middle Eastern frequent exhibited authoritarian parenting; but it is not necessary true 

when compared to the information from this study. Nevertheless, the information should 

interpret cautiously because the number of participant for each ethnic group in this study 

was quiet small which did not support to the whole Muslim population in the United 

States.  

Also, the analyses in this study provide knowledge regarding parenting style 

among mother from different ethnic groups. For mothers, among the Caucasian mothers, 

the majority were authoritative with percentage of 36.36%, African American mothers 

were 100% authoritarian (with 2 participants), while for Asian majority were 

authoritarian with percentage of 33.33%. Middle Eastern mothers exhibit both 

authoritative and authoritarian parenting with percentage of 29.41%, respectively. 

Though, there was no significance found, the statistic provide the understanding that all 

African American mothers in this study were authoritarian. Past study found that African 

American frequently exhibit authoritarian parenting (Pezzelle, 2010; Querido et al., 

2002). Thus, most mothers from this study practice authoritarian parenting which is 

support Rudy and Grusec (2001) study that most collectivist families practice 
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authoritarian parenting style. Only some of Caucasian mothers practice authoritative 

parenting.         

The analyses found that there was no difference between fathers’ parenting style 

across different ethnic groups and also there was no difference between mothers’ 

parenting style across different ethnic groups. The reason might be because of unbalance 

number of participants from different ethnic groups involved in this study. The researcher 

only looked at the lowest and the highest number of respondents when categorizing the 

four type of parenting styles. When the imbalance and small number occurred, it is 

because some respondents were falling into the mid-range of category which is excluded 

from this study as shown in Table 8 (pg. 69).  

Another possible explanation for the non-significant results of this research 

question (RQ2) is because the sample of this study is different from most of the 

participants in the literature review. The sample of this study was mostly of Middle 

Eastern and Asian American origin. Therefore, their cultural background and 

acculturation experience influence their parenting style at home. Conversely, the 

participants in the literature review mostly parents and participants who were born and 

lived in the United States (Mayseless et al., 2003; Melnick & Hinshaw, i2000; Takeuchi 

& Takeuchi, 2008; Timpano et al., 2010). 

One may learn from the piece of the data in this study that most Muslim fathers in 

this study exhibited authoritative parenting style, while most Muslim mothers exhibited 

authoritarian parenting style. Looking at the info given from the analyses in this study, 

one may find that Muslim fathers are more express warmth and nurturance than Muslim 
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mothers, while Muslim mother have strict rules and expectations than Muslim fathers. 

The implication from this info might be that children might develop good relationship 

with their fathers than their mothers.    

Research Question Three 

           Research Question Three did not support the past findings that consistent and 

inconsistent parenting has an influence on children’s difficulties. Past study by Dwairy 

(2008) found that inconsistency in parenting increased difficulties among children. But 

the current study found that consistency in parenting style has no effect on children’s 

difficulties. A possible explanation of why parental consistency did not significantly 

affect difficulties in this study is because very few parents were inconsistent in their 

parenting leaving a large difference in numbers between the parents who were consistent 

(20) and those who were inconsistent (8).   

The Limitation of Study 

The researcher believe by having the data about the range amount of parents’ 

income may contribute to different finding. The researcher only has a perception of the 

parents standard of living and financial status without having the exact range of the 

parents income. Therefore, this information is not enough to analyze between the level of 

children difficulty and parenting style. The information of the range amount of parents’ 

income might help the researcher know if parents’ income may influence their parenting 

style as well as the researcher would know the level of difficulties among children. For 

example, study by Gfroerer et al. (2004) and Rothrauff et al. (2009) found that parent 

income influence the parenting style of both parents that may affect children well-being.  
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In addition, this study could have been improved if there were more participants. 

The number of participants was made even smaller because the researcher only analyzed 

the participants who lived together with their mother and father when assessing the effect 

of consistent parenting. Also, the number of participants become smaller when the 

researcher categorized parents into four parenting styles where the researcher only gave 

attention on parents who fall at the low and high range of tertiles ignoring the parents that 

fall at the mid-range.  

Besides, the researcher was unable to include Hispanic Muslim adolescents in this 

study. The researcher has found Hispanic Muslim Association in Chicago. However, they 

are not appropriate to be participants in this study because they are not under the target 

age of the study that the researcher was looking for. It is hoped that in the future there 

would be a study including Hispanic Muslim adolescents.    

Recommendations for Further Study 

In the future, having a larger sample size of participants would help the study in 

other ways. The participants in this study were from Milwaukee and Chicago area. 

Therefore, by having more participant from different state in the United States would find 

balance when assessing parenting style among different ethnicities. Geographically, there 

are diverse population in several states such as New York, Florida, and California that 

might provide diverse population from different ethnicity. Thus, future research is 

encourage to conduct at the area that have diverse population.  

Research is encouraged with participants who live with both father and mother to 

assess the consistency of parenting style among both parents. It is important because 
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when assessing the consistency in parenting, the researcher have to look at both side of 

parenting; father’s parenting and mother’s parenting. 

The future researcher is inspire to look at the acculturation domain in parenting 

style. The acculturation process which experience by an immigrant is a process where the 

person adapting new beliefs and behaviors from another culture (Berry, 2005). This 

acculturation process has its own influence in one’s parenting style. Since parents’ 

cultural background and acculturation domain have an effect on parenting style, 

therefore, future researcher is encourage to include acculturation domain by adding 

acculturation tool in assessing the influence of acculturation on parenting style. The 

future researcher might look at the level of acculturation between parents and children 

and it effect on children’s development.  
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Appendix 

Appendix A 

Demographic Questionnaire 

 

1. What is your age?   _______  

 

2. Grade in School: ______ 

  

3. What is your current GPA? ______      

4. Gender:     ____ Female      ____ Male 

5. What is your religious affiliation?  

____ Catholic  ____ Protestant     ____ Atheist  ____  Muslim 

____ Jewish  ____ Agnostic        ____ Other  (please specify) 

______________ 

6. From what ethnic background is your family? 

____Caucasian/White ____ African American ____ Hispanic/Mexican   

____Asian  ____Other (please specify) ______________ 

7. Were you born in the United States? ____ yes  ____ no 

8. Family Composition (please check which members who live in your home                       

right now):  

 ____ Mother ____ Father ____ Step-mother ____ Step-father 

 ____ Sister(s)-how many? ____  ____ Brother(s)-how many? ____ 

 ____ Other person(s)—(please specify) _____________________________ 

9. What best describes your family’s standard of living? (please circle one) 

 

1= very poor     2= poor    3= getting by     4= living comfortably    5= very well off 

10. Compared to other students at your school, would you say your family is financially better off 

or worse off than other families?  

1= much worse off     2=somewhat worse off     3=about the same     4=better off     5=much  

better off 
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Appendix B 
 

Parenting Style Index 

This is the latest version of our parenting style measure. The first 18 items (MY 

PARENT/father) alternate between the involvement (odd numbered items) and 

psychological autonomy-granting (even items) scales. All of the psychological autonomy 

items are reverse scored, with the exception of #12. The last 8 items (MY FREE TIME) 

compose the strictness/supervision scale. Note that each of the last two questions has 

three items. 

 

Authoritativeness can be scored as a continuous variable, or scale scores can beused to 

classify families into theoretically meaningful categories. For illustrations of each, see the 

following references: 

 

Steinberg, L., Lamborn, S., Dornbusch, S., & Darling, N. (1992). Impact of parenting 

practices on adolescent achievement: Authoritative parenting, school involvement, 

encouragement to succeed. Child Development, 63, 1266-1281.(Continuous scoring). 

 

Steinberg, L., Lamborn, S., Darling, N., Mounts, N., & Dornbusch, S. (1994).Over-time 

changes in adjustment and competence among adolescents from authoritative, 

authoritarian, indulgent, and neglectful families. Child Development, 65, 754-770. 

(Categorical scoring). 
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MY FATHER 

Please answer the next set of questions about father (or guardians) you live with. If you 

spend time in more than one home, answer the questions about father (or guardians) who 

have the most say over your daily life. 

 

If you STRONGLY AGREE with the statement, put a 4 on the line next to it. 

If you AGREE SOMEWHAT with the statement, put a 3 on the line next to it. 

If you DISAGREE SOMEWHAT with the statement, put a 2 on the line next to it. 

If you STRONGLY DISAGREE with the statement, put a 1 on the line next to it. 

 

____ 1. I can count on my father to help me out, if I have some kind of problem. 

____ 2. My father say that you shouldn't argue with adults. 

____ 3. My father keep pushing me to do my best in whatever I do. 

____ 4. My father says that you should give in on arguments rather than make people  

angry. 

____ 5. My father keep pushing me to think independently. 

____ 6. When I get a poor grade in school, my father make my life miserable. 

____ 7. My father helps me with my schoolwork if there is something I don't understand. 

____ 8. My father tells me that their ideas are correct and that I should not question them. 

____ 9. When my father want me to do something, they explain why. 

____ 10. Whenever I argue with my father, they say things like, "You'll know better  

when you grow up." 

____ 11. When I get a poor grade in school, my father encourages me to try harder. 

____ 12. My father let me make my own plans for things I want to do. 

____ 13. My father know who my friends are. 

____ 14. My father act cold and unfriendly if I do something they don't like. 

____ 15. My father spend time just talking with me. 

____ 16. When I get a poor grade in school, my father make me feel guilty. 
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____ 17. My family does things for fun together. 

____ 18. My father won't let me do things with them when I do something they don't like. 

MY FREE TIME 

1. In a typical week, what is the latest you can stay out on SCHOOL NIGHTS (Monday-

Thursday)? 

I am not allowed out ___ 

before 8:00 ___ 

8:00 to 8:59 ___ 

9:00 to 9:59 ___ 

10:00 to 10:59 ___ 

11:00 or later ___ 

as late as I want ___ 

2. In a typical week, what is the latest you can stay out on FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 

NIGHT? 

I am not allowed out ___ 

before 8:00 ___ 

8:00 to 8:59 ___ 

9:00 to 9:59 ___ 

10:00 to 10:59 ___ 

11:00 or later ___ 

as late as I want ___ 

3. How much do your parents TRY to know... 

          Don't Try  Try a little        Try a lot 

Where you go at night?                 ____               ____                      ____ 

What do you do with your free time?             ____    ____           ____ 

Where you are most afternoons after school? ____    ____           ____ 
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4. How much does your father REALLY know... 

      Don't Know    Know a little        Know a lot 

Where you go at night?      ____    ____         ____ 

What do you do with your free time?    ____    ____         ____ 

Where you are most afternoons after school?  ____    ____         ____ 
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Appendix C 
 

Parenting Style Index 

This is the latest version of our parenting style measure. The first 18 items (MY 

PARENT/mother) alternate between the involvement (odd numbered items) and 

psychological autonomy-granting (even items) scales. All of the psychological autonomy 

items are reverse scored, with the exception of #12. The last 8 items (MY FREE TIME) 

compose the strictness/supervision scale. Note that each of the last two questions has 

three items. 

 

Authoritativeness can be scored as a continuous variable, or scale scores can be used to 

classify families into theoretically meaningful categories. For illustrations of each, see the 

following references: 

 

Steinberg, L., Lamborn, S., Dornbusch, S., & Darling, N. (1992). Impact of parenting 

practices on adolescent achievement: Authoritative parenting, school involvement, 

encouragement to succeed. Child Development, 63, 1266-1281 (Continuous scoring). 

 

Steinberg, L., Lamborn, S., Darling, N., Mounts, N., & Dornbusch, S. (1994).Over-time 

changes in adjustment and competence among adolescents from authoritative, 

authoritarian, indulgent, and neglectful families. Child Development, 65, 754-770. 

(Categorical scoring). 
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MY MOTHER 

Please answer the next set of questions about mother (or guardians) you live with. If you 

spend time in more than one home, answer the questions about mother (or guardians) 

who have the most say over your daily life. 

 

If you STRONGLY AGREE with the statement, put a 4 on the line next to it. 

If you AGREE SOMEWHAT with the statement, put a 3 on the line next to it. 

If you DISAGREE SOMEWHAT with the statement, put a 2 on the line next to it. 

If you STRONGLY DISAGREE with the statement, put a 1 on the line next to it. 

 

____ 1. I can count on my mother to help me out, if I have some kind of problem. 

____ 2. My mother say that you shouldn't argue with adults. 

____ 3. My mother keep pushing me to do my best in whatever I do. 

____ 4. My mother says that you should give in on arguments rather than make people  

angry. 

____ 5. My mother keep pushing me to think independently. 

____ 6. When I get a poor grade in school, my mother make my life miserable. 

____ 7. My mother helps me with my schoolwork if there is something I don't  

understand. 

____ 8. My mother tells me that their ideas are correct and that I should not question  

them. 

____ 9. When my mother want me to do something, they explain why. 

____ 10. Whenever I argue with my mother, they say things like, "You'll know better  

when you grow up." 

____ 11. When I get a poor grade in school, my mother encourages me to try harder. 

____ 12. My mother let me make my own plans for things I want to do. 

____ 13. My mother know who my friends are. 

____ 14. My mother act cold and unfriendly if I do something they don't like. 
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____ 15. My mother spend time just talking with me. 

____ 16. When I get a poor grade in school, my mother make me feel guilty. 

____ 17. My family does things for fun together. 

____ 18. My mother won't let me do things with them when I do something they don't  

like. 

MY FREE TIME 

1. In a typical week, what is the latest you can stay out on SCHOOL NIGHTS (Monday-

Thursday)? 

I am not allowed out ___ 

before 8:00 ___ 

8:00 to 8:59 ___ 

9:00 to 9:59 ___ 

10:00 to 10:59 ___ 

11:00 or later ___ 

as late as I want ___ 

2. In a typical week, what is the latest you can stay out on FRIDAY OR SATURDAY 

NIGHT? 

I am not allowed out ___ 

before 8:00 ___ 

8:00 to 8:59 ___ 

9:00 to 9:59 ___ 

10:00 to 10:59 ___ 

11:00 or later ___ 

as late as I want ___ 

3. How much does your mother TRY to know... 
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   Don't Try     Try a little          Try a lot 

Where you go at night?       ____      ____           ____ 

What do you do with your free time?     ____      ____           ____ 

Where you are most afternoons after school?    ____      ____           ____ 

 

4. How much does your mother REALLY know... 

  Don't Know    Know a little      Know a lot 

Where you go at night?       ____    ____       ____ 

What do you do with your free time?     ____               ____        ____ 

Where you are most afternoons after school?   ____     ____        ____ 
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Appendix D 

Difficulties Questionnaire (S 11-18) 

For each item, please mark ( / ) on the line for Not True, Somewhat True or Certainly True. It 

would help us if you answered all items as best you can even if you are not absolutely certain. 

Please give your answers on the basis of how things have been for you over the last six months. 

Your age.............................................................................................. 

Male/Female 

        Not  Somewhat       Certainly 

True     True     True 

I try to be nice to other people. I care about their feelings  ___        ___                ___  

I am restless; I cannot stay still for long    ___        ___                ___  

I get a lot of headaches, stomach-aches or sickness  ___        ___                ___  

I usually share with others, for example CD’s, games, food ___        ___                ___  

I get very angry and often lose my temper   ___        ___                ___  

I would rather be alone than with people of my age  ___        ___                ___  

I usually do as I am told      ___        ___                ___  

I worry a lot       ___        ___                ___  

I am helpful if someone is hurt, upset or feeling ill  ___        ___                ___  

I am constantly fidgeting or squirming    ___        ___                ___  

I have one good friend or more     ___        ___                ___  

I fight a lot. I can make other people do what I want  ___        ___                ___  

I am often unhappy, depressed or tearful    ___        ___                ___  

Other people my age generally like me    ___        ___                ___  

I am easily distracted; I find it difficult to concentrate  ___        ___                ___  

I am nervous in new situations. I easily lose confidence  ___        ___                ___  

I am kind to younger children     ___        ___                ___  

I am often accused of lying or cheating    ___        ___                ___  
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Other children or young people pick on me or bully me  ___        ___                ___  

I often offer to help others (parents, teachers, and children) ___        ___                ___  

I think before I do things     ___        ___                ___  

I take things that are not mine from home, school or elsewhere ___        ___                ___  

I get along better with adults than with people my own age ___        ___                ___  

I have many fears; I am easily scared    ___        ___                ___  

I finish the work I'm doing. My attention is good   ___        ___                ___ 

  

 

Thank you very much  
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Appendix E 

*Invitation to Participate* 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

 I am writing to invite your child to participate in a project being conducted through the 

Department of Counselor Education and Counseling Psychology at Marquette University. The 

researcher, Noor A Rosli under the supervision of Dr. Rebecca Bardwell, is interested in learning 

more about parenting style among Muslim families. This is an important topic as there is very 

little research about parenting style among Muslim families in the United States. It is critical that 

we all learn more about the parenting style of Muslim population in the United States so we can 

develop understanding of Muslim family. 

 We are inviting your child to complete a survey which will take for one half hour to 2 

hours. All of your child’s responses will be anonymous. Your child will receive a pencil for 

completing the survey. 

 If you think you might be interested in having your child participate in this important 

research, please sign the two consent forms on the attached pages.  Keep one copy for yourself 

and ask your child to bring the other one back to school. If you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to call me at any time.  

Thank you, 

Noor A Rosli, Ms.    

Doctoral Candidate 

Department of Counselor Education & 

Counseling Psychology        

Marquette University  

146 Schroeder Complex          

Milwaukee, WI 53215 

(414) 306-2000       

 

 

 

If you would like to allow your child to participate in this study, 

please sign one of the attached consent forms and return it to 

school. Please keep the other copy for your records. Thank you! 

 

 



128 
 

 
 

Appendix F 

MARQUETTE UNIVERSITY 

PARENT PERMISSION FORM 

Parenting Style Affect Child Development among Different Ethnicities of Muslim Children 

in the United States 

Investigator: Noor A Rosli, a graduate student at Department of Counselor Education and 

Counseling Psychology, Marquette University, Milwaukee, WI. 

Your child has been invited to participate in this research study.  Before you agree to allow your 

child to participate, it is important that you read and understand the following information.  

Participation is completely voluntary.  Please ask questions about anything you do not understand 

before deciding whether or not to give permission for your child to participate. 

PURPOSE: We want to investigate the parenting style among Muslim family and its influence 

towards children development. We are asking your son/daughter to be part of this study because 

he/she is a Muslim. We are interested in what he/she thinks about parenting style that he/she 

received at home. Your child will be one of approximately 120 participants in this research study. 

PROCEDURES: Your child will be asked to complete some surveys about him/herself. He/she 

also will be asked to answer two sets of questions about his/her perception about his/her father 

and mother at home and child development questions. The surveys will be completed individually 

and will take less than 2 hours. 

RISKS: The risks involved with this study since this study is about parenting style and children 

development are no greater than answering anyone’s questions about one’s parents. 

BENEFITS: This study may not directly benefit your child; however, being a part of research 

about parenting style and child development may help other professionals such as counselors, 

psychologists, and social workers work effectively with Muslim families.  

VOLUNTARY NATURE OF PARTICIPATION:  Your child’s participation in this study is 

completely voluntary.  Your child may withdraw from the study and stop participating at any 

time. We will discard his/her questionnaire. 

CONFIDENTIALITY: Marquette University is committed to the protection and privacy of 

individuals who choose to participate in research. That is why we are sharing this information 

with you and requesting your permission. Your child’s participation is strictly voluntary and you 

have the right to withdraw their information at any time.  

The information your child reveals in this study will be kept confidential.  We will not share with 

you what your child answers on the questionnaires. We will notify you if your child shares 

thoughts about  
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hurting him/herself or someone else in some way. We also are required by law to report child 

abuse to the Child Protection Services (CPS).  If your child reports that he/she has been 

physically or sexually abused we will have to report to CPS. You would be notified if we make a 

report to CPS. 

Data from this study will not be associated with your child’s name.  Names will not be included 

on the surveys.  We will enter his/her information from the surveys into a computer database.  

Your child will not be identifiable in the database. The paper questionnaires will be destroyed 

five years after the completion of the study.  Paper consents and questionnaires will be stored in a 

locked file cabinet file until they are destroyed.  The database, which will have all identification 

removed, will also be stored on password protected computers of the researchers for further 

analysis. 

Your child’s identity will be protected on the surveys. Your child’s research records may be 

inspected by the Marquette University Institutional Review Board or its designees, and (as 

allowable by law) state and federal agencies. 

COMPENSATION: As a token of compensation, your child will receive a pencil for completing 

the surveys. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: If you have any questions about this research project, you can 

contact Noor A Rosli at 414-306- 2000. If you have questions or concerns about your child’s 

rights as a research participant, you can contact Marquette University’s Office of Research 

Compliance at (414) 288-7570. 
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Permission Granted for Child’s Participation in this Project 

 

I have read and understand the Informed Consent Statement, and I grant permission to have my 

child participate in this project. While there is no significant stress expected, I understand that I 

am free to withdraw my child from the study at any time. With my signature, I also confirm that I 

have received a copy of this consent statement. 

 

________________________________________ 

Child’s Name (Participant) 

 

________________________________________ 

Parent’s Printed Name 

 

________________________________________ 

Phone Number 

 

________________________________________ __________________________ 

Parent’s Signature     Date 

 

________________________________________ __________________________ 

Researcher’s Signature     Date 
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Appendix G 

Marquette University Agreement of Assent for Research Participants 

 

I am being asked to take part in a survey being conducted by Noor A. Rosli, who is a graduate 

student at Marquette University. The reason for the survey is to learn more about the 

parenting styles and child development among Muslim children. 

I will be answering questions about myself on a survey that will take less than 2 hours to 

complete. Every person is different, and there are no rights or wrong answers to these 

questions.   

My answers will be kept private and my name will not be recorded on the questionnaires. 

Approximately 300 adolescents will take part in the survey. 

My responses will not be shared with my parents or anyone else except under the following 

circumstances: If I tell the researchers that I think I need help, if I am planning to hurt myself, 

or if I say something that may indicate that I am experiencing abuse of any kind. In those 

cases the researchers will need to speak with my parents and/or notify other persons that can 

help me.  

My parents have agreed to let me take part in the study, but it is my decision whether or not to 

answer the questionnaires. 

If I have any questions the researchers will answer them.   

 

 

I agree to participate in this survey. 

 

_____________________________________ Date: _______________ 

[sign name here]    

 

 

_____________________________________  

[print name here] 
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