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2 Conversations

P
ersons from
every area of
Jesuit higher edu-
cation gather this
month for an
annual confer-
ence on commit-
ment to justice.
We are chal-
lenged by the

title of this year’s conference: “On
Fire at the Frontiers.” We focus on
social justice from the vantage
point of encounters with others,
“contact points,” insofar as the
many dimensions of our work
bring us to “engage with someone,
something, or someplace else.”
Social justice, after all, refers to jus-
tice in relation to others–whether

as individuals or as groups, fami-
lies, nations, churches, or institu-
tions of higher learning. It encom-
passes systems, strategies, interper-
sonal and social goals and norms,
struggles for mutual acceptance,
hope for a common good, and
clear-sighted development of crite-
ria for what counts as justice in
blending our lives together in the
real world. In this conference
about frontiers, concepts of social
justice must attend to and in some
way cross over borders of culture,

Margaret Farley is the Gilbert L.
Stark Professor Emerita of
Christian Ethics at Yale University
Divinity School.
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