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soul are rated high and very close together is as it should be
inasmuch as they are the proper and traditional motives. Since
the motive is very closely allied with the intention, it is very

TABLE 7

MOTIVES FOR VOCATION

— —
- — o —

|

Mot ive First Second Third Weighted
Choice Choice Choice Totals
Saying mass 68 25 38 L53
Liturgy 3 15 15 75
Teaching 5 22 28 14
Saving one's soul 59 L2 21 LL2
Saving other souls L1 76 32 LL5
Becoming a saint 5 8 11 85
Love of study 1 5 8 28
Consecrated to God 23 18 8 177
Work with people 1l 1 1l 9
Close to Cod 5 6 7 75
Others 7 0 9 Ll
No response ) > _49 PRy

Totals 223 223 223
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Student comments. The last three questions on the question-

naire give the student his chance for personal comment on three
topics: first, the aid that helped him to persevere in his vo-
cation; second, his suggestion that would draw other young men into
the priesthood; and last, any comments on his present seminary life
which would or would not help him continue to the priesthood.

Most of the comments on the first, that of aids in perse-
verence, centered around three different persons -~ the pastor,
the sister in school, and the seminarian's mother, plus practi-
cally everyone mentioned prayer in one form or another. The
following are some of the typical comments, "My mother prays for
me and encourages me;" "The counselling of a nuni" "The wise and
timely advice of my pastor." These three pecople plus prayer seem
to be the key for perseverence in the life of a seminarian,

The seminarians were generally profuse in their suggestions
in answer to the next question: "Is there any other comment or
suggestion that you would make that would help draw other young
men to the priesthood?" lLiost of the comments, however, centered
around two ideas: one, the influence of the pastor; two, give
the seminary the right kind of publicity. Here are some examples
of both: "Educate the pastors. I was brought into the seminary
on the weight of my pastor's suggestion but mainly by his conduct
at mass. If a boy sees a man who has been saying Holy Mass for
10 or 20 years, obviously regarding his duty with dignity and care,

he will be influenced. I might say that this idea is extremely
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The study points also to a need in the seminary for a more
effective method of screening especially in reference to mental
ability. Perhaps most significant in the implications is the
matter of the literature on the priesthcod. Re-evaluation in
terms of honest, straight-forward and manly descriptions of the

seminary and the priesthood are imperative,

Suggestions for Further Study

As a follow-up on the present survey, further studies might
be carried out on the following subjects:

1, Conduct a similar survey of the priests of the diocese
ordained the last 10 years.

2. Determine in a survey what constitutes the right type
of information to be used in literature on the priesthood and
seminary.

3. Conduct a study among the Catholic high school boys of
the diocese relative to means and methods of promoting vocations

to the priesthood,
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