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The Pope John XXI Inter tional

Prize For Medical Et

EucenE G. Laroret, M.D.

Perhaps nowhere has the inter-
face between time and eternity been
so gracefully obscured as in Iberia.
The land of St. Ignatius of Loyola
and St. Theresa of Avila is also the
land of Moses Maimonides and
Amatus Lusitanus. Mystics and ec-
clesiasts, physicians and scientists,
all have found the peninsula con-
genial, each to his own special needs.
But unique even for Iberia was Pet-
rus Hispanus: physician, priest, oph-
thalmologist, professor of physical
science, pharmacologist, logician,
and—as John XXI—vicar of Christ.

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

The son of a physician, Peter
the Spaniard was born in Lisbon in
1215, an era when little distinction
was made between Spain and Por-
tugal.! After studying at the Cathe-
dral school in his native city,2 he
matriculated at the University of
Paris, where he was a fellow- pupil
of Roger Bacon and student of
Albertus Magnus and William
Shyreswood.3 Here he studied logic,
theology, and probably ‘medicine,
though some believe that his formal
medical education was obtained at
the more illustrious faculty of Mont-
pellier. Returning to Portugal, Petrus
took Holy Orders. From about 1249
to 1263 he occupied the chair of
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«The Attitude of the Catholic Dpc-
t(;Il:hFacing the Problem of Blrt‘h
Control” was read at the publm
congress in 1954. In 19538 Dr.
Charles Méezaros of Hungary wrote
on “Responsibility of thg Doctor
Facing the Modern World” and re-
ceived the prize at the Brussels con-
gress. The X Intematio?al Congress
was held in London in 1962, on
which occasion the award went to

a union of the s.astern and Westem
Churches, a ge:l that remains w»
realized many centuries after his
death. As pope he directed the
preparation of and himself supe"
vised what was perhaps his most
famous work, the Thesaurus Pauper
um, a home medical guide emphasZ
ing treatment and diet. Althoug
none of his thcrapeutic conc(?c“o"s
has survived to be included in the
current United States Pharmac
peia,5 he stressed the need for “é
peated experiments to determine
efficacy of new drugs and insiste
that human rather than animal tné
was the ultimate test.®
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of Spain, whose paper on
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e 1. The Pope John XXI I.n—
f«:r(';:ational Prize for Medical Ethics.
Obverse of bronze medalli9n by-con-
temporary Portuguese artist Jodo da
Silva, showing Petrus Itllspar'lus }alls
Pope John XXL. Appearing with t (;
caduceus to the left are the years 0
his birth and death. On the right
the seal of Portugal surmounts the

arms of John XXI. The reverse d‘e-
picts the scriptural scene of Christ
curing the blind (Luke 18:41-42).
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the United States for a paper on
“The ‘Hopeless’ Case.”8 The theme
of the XI International Congress, to
be held in Manila from November
2 to 6 this year, is “The Population
Problem and the Doctor.” Entries
are invited for the fourth award of
the Pope John XXI International
Prize for Medical Ethics, particulars
concerning which may be had from:

José A. Faria, M.D.

Associagio dos Médicos
Portugueses

Campo dos Martires da
Patria, 43

Lisbon - 1, Portugal
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