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The Conference of Health Service

Personnel For Peru and Bolivia
BrotHER FrANCIScO Taneca, FMSI, M.D.

zrformance of the spiritual
wral works of mercy is as
as the Church itself, dating
our Lord’s lifetime when He
ut doing good and hcaling

Lord has said that at the
_ent we shall be held ac-
. not for our knowledge and
but according to whether
we have performed all the
of mercy toward our neigh-
that neighbor with whom He
“led Himself.

aries in far-flung areas of
bring home the message
ever so effectively by
' manifestations of mercy.
, the theology of the Head
the theology of the hand —
3l ring hands of mercy in
[of the Church.
who else can best typify these
g hands but medical mis-
In response to the late
'n XXIII’s earnest cry to
Amerioa, medical mis-
— religious and lay — were
the first to respond to the

challenge. From all over the world
they have come to Latin America
bringing with them their intelli-
gence, experience, spirit of abnega-
tion, and Christian creativity, and
ready to help overcome the woeful
problems of ignorance and disease
and to spread the joyful Christian
good news of faith, hope, and love.

To speak about one prominent
segment of this vast armada, there
are English-speaking groups from
the United States, Canada, Ire-
land, and the Philippines — doctors,
nurses, hospital administrators, mid-
wives, practical nurses, and medical
technicians — religious and lay, male
and female — laboring in Peru and
Bolivia. Their work ranges from
the barren Pacific coast of Peru to
the frigid zones of the Andes Moun-
tains at elevations close to 14,000
feet above sea level, down to the
teeming, humid jungles of the Ama-
zon, days away from civilization.

These sturdy people operate
Church and government sponsored
clinics, dispensaries, and hospitals —
from one-room outposts to a 1000-
bed modern complex with residents,
interns, nursing school, and com-
plete laboratory facilities and staff.

Drawn together by the bond of
common problems, a group of 20 of
these health workers, representing
10 religious communities, met for
the first time in 1963 in Cocha-
bamba, Bolivia to share their mutual
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experiences and to seek a renewal of
their apostolic spirit. The need for
further discussions of this type was
stated at this time and plans were
formulated for further meetings.

A second conference was organized
in 1964 in Puno, Peru, with 50 par-
ticipants representing - 16 religious
communities, the Papal Volunteers,
the World Health Organization, the
Peruvian Ministry of Health, and
the Red Cross. At this time there
was an unanimous expression for the
desirability of an organization styled
to meet the needs for foreign health
service personnel working in Peru
and Bolivia. Some of the specific
aims for this body were discussed
as follows:

1) to orientate better and to
deepen the understanding of their
increasing numbers in relationship
to the culture and work habits of
the people served.

2) to assist in the coordination
and integration of the members’
efforts in health service with like
efforts on the part of government
and other national groups.

3) to provide a program for the
members’ continuing education and
professional development.

4) to give opportunities for the
formation and renewal of an all-
important apostolic spirit.

With these tentative purposes, the
Conference of Health Service Per-
sonnel for Peru and Bolivia was or-
ganized. From October 12-15, 1965,
the First Annual Meeting was held
in Arequipa, Peru, with 72 par-
ticipants representing 22 different
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discussion of this important
Conference took note of
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4 a point of view not only
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"mproving the institutions
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made to coordinate ef-
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.~ g unnecessary duplica-
overlapping of services. It
that in some areas health
have already sought and
I employment with local
agencies in the con-
this action serves to

improve Church-State relations by
demonstrating concern for national
growth and development, that it
strengthens already existing facilities
in the community, and that it has
practical advantage of expediting
official approval where necessary, as
for example the training of local
personnel.

EDUCATION

The opportunities for service to
Peru and Bolivia through education
are virtually limitless. There is a
great need not only for general
health education of large percent-
ages of the population, but also for
the professional preparation of highly
qualified medical and nursing
personnel. For example, a recent
survey has shown that the majority
of native Latin American religious
engaged in health work in Peru is
inadequately prepared for the posi-
tions held. The unfortunate result
of this has been that, among lay
professionals, there is a general lack
of respect and appreciation for the
life and work of religious as a whole.
In an effort to remedy this situation,
several nursing schools, including
one at the university level, have
recently been established and are
operated in Peru by members of the
Conference. In addition, there are
now several schools for the prepara-
tion of nursing auxiliaries who can
be used to fulfill many immediate
needs created by an acute shortage
of fully-trained nurses.

RESEARCH

An important aspect of the Con-
ference is to engage in research
projects within its limited resources
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which will have practical applica-
tion to the local scene. At the last
meeting, the problem of nutrition
was discussed and a program of ac-
tion adopted, consisting of a pilot
experiment approved by the Peruvi-
an Ministry of Health, under the
auspices of Catholic Relief Service-
Caritas del Peru, and in cooperation
with two local commercial firms.

The project encompasses the dis-
tribution of noodles and cookies
enriched with fish protein concen-
trate to pre-school children in 20
different places in Peru. This will
afford the opportunity not only to
provide much-needed feeding to
many children at the critical age
of weaning, but also to control and
vary the effects of these foods, to
stimulate their public acceptance,
and thus develop a demand for
them. Such a market, it is hoped,
will in turn generate interest on the
part of government and commercial
and industrial agencies to mass pro-
duce them. The aim of the project
is to meet one of the basic needs
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results accruing from ef-
£g made under a free Gov-
in the fields of agricultural,
£ and religious develop-
Wtorically, Taiwan belongs
except for 38 years under
(1624-62) and 50 years
the Japanese (1895-1945).
where the seat of Free
mvernment is located, is
frty-five provinces of China
{Together with 77 outlying
With a total area of 35,000
Taiwan Proper (377 kms.
kms. wide) is situated be-
19° and 122° E. Lat. and
and 25°38’ N. Long., about
T al miles east of China
. and 479 n.m. from Hong-
43 nm. from Nagasaki,
and 774 n.m. from Manila,
‘eIslands. Topographically,
range of mountains, run-
Whole length of the island
. to south, divides it into
Séctions, mountainous areas
gast occupying 70% of the
Ving 309, (1 million hec-
plains to the west, suitable
Fation.

ation (1964) numbered
(including 200,000 abo-
of Protomalayan origin) of

whom 529, were males, 549, under
20 and 2.5% over 64 years of age,
with a crude birth rate of 36.27 per
1,000 and death rate of 6.13, the
natural increase being about 3%
per annum. The population has
more than doubled since 1947 (6.5
million) and has a density of 330
per sq. km. Literacy rate is high —
96.7% of school-age (6-12 years old)
children were in school (1963). Ma-
jor causes of death (1962) per 100,-
000 were: Pneumonia: 59; Vascular
lesions of CNS: 59; Gastro-entero-
colitis: 49; Neoplasms: 42; accident:
35; Tuberculosis — respiratory: 34;
Heart diseases: 28; early infancy
diseases and immaturity: 30; sui-
cides and self-inflicted injuries: 18.
Notable decrease is seen in deaths
from Gastro-entero-colitis which
constituted 149% of all deaths in
1952 was reduced to 8% in 1962,
Tuberculosis, from 8%, to 6% (285.2
in 1947 to 39.2 in 1962) due to
improved sanitation and 15 years
of BCG vaccination for negative
Tuberculin tested reactors, case find-
ings and free mass treatment domi-
cillary or hospital. On the other
hand, deaths have increased signifi-
cantly from CNS vascular lesions
from 5 to 10%; and malignant neo-
plasms from 3 to 7%, of deaths from
all causes within the same decade.
Heart diseases, excluding chronic
rheumatism and arteriosclerosis and
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