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that bothers me most in my work
is the breakdown in the family
morals and family morale because
I see children in court who are
959, from the culturally deprived,
if T can coin a new phrase, cul-
turally deprived areas and 5%
from the upper brackets. I prac-
tice in Coral Gables which is where
the economics structure is much
higher and do most counseling with
children.

Now if I were to tell you that
in the last four weeks I had four
fifteen to sixteen-year old girls
brought in by their parents and
these girls were pregnant (this is
into my medical office because they
wouldn’t come into the court) I
wouldn’t be exaggerating. I've had
four young girls from so-called good
families; I've had youngsters from
the Coral Gables area in court for
shop-lifting, stealing bobby-pins,
stealing handkerchiefs. Parents
could well afford to buy the store.
This is the thing that bothers me.
Where are we falling down? Where
is the family falling down?

I've come to the conclusion that
the only thing to say for the free
choice of husband or wife is -that
the husband or wife seeks the psy-
chological equivalent. 1 feel very
definitely that I would like a return
to the old European system where
the parents at maturity have selected
the husband and selected the wife.
The percentage of teenage divorce
and separations is well over 50 to
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60%. W. attributing maturity
to these y 1gsters which they do
not have.

Now I wish I knew the answer
other than “with the family.”
When I received a list of points
to discuss one of them was the
increase in crime and matters of
like nature, and why are we
having the high rates of delin-
quency. I wish I could answer that
especially from the families where
we should expect better. I think
very often of a television show I
saw recently in which Jackie
Gleason (who is about the only
one I watch — everybody in Miami
watches Jackie; we have decided to
give him the town; he’s our most
important import) said something
that I couldn’t help but remember.
He said when he was a boy and
the family went out, the entire
family went out as a group, and he
was laid on the bed to go to sleep.
When he woke up at 1 o’clock in
the morning and probably found
twenty overcoats on top of him,
this was when the parents came to
take him home.

Now I feel very definitely that
the cause of delinquency, and its
increase, is centered about the fam-
ily. There is something in the rela-
tionship between the parents; there
is something in the relationship of
the child to the parents, the lack of
communication, the breakdown in
the line of talk that leads to this
adolescent seeking his own friends
and seeking to get away from his
family. The automobile has be-
come sort of a caste symbol; you've
got to have a car to be anybody.

I recently had a very horrible
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hild’s a psychotic whi + I doubt
ry much.

Why is it that our sens¢ of values
is so destroyed? I had a case of rape
on a fifteen-year old girl in court
several weeks ago, in a high school
in South Miami. The boy was there
with about six witnesses who were
willing and ready to swear thqt
they had been intimate with this
girl; therefore it could not have
been rape, they claimed. Unff)rtu-
nately the father was a prominent
business man and our laws are so
antiquated that when we d.O haye
these transgressions the ]uveml.e
court can’t do anything because this
was a young adult involved; 'we
have to transfer it to the criminal
court, and the criminal court law-
yers because of the darn newspapers,
news media, will not hear anything
in chambers, especially if they’re
up for re-election. So rather than
face the publicity which would
come with a case like this they
dropped the charges against tl}ls

boy and as far as the cure, the girl
is being sent out of town to a school

so that she will no longer be con-
fronted with people who know
about the incident.

I wish that I could pass some
sort of law as I see it in my com-
munity now, where there would be
but one working parent and that one
parent would be home at all hours
to be with the children. Unfortu-
nately, the two cars, the two tele-
vision sets, and all that sort of
thing necessitates the both parents
working, and one of the most mis-
used evils of our time, the baby
sitter, has come into prominence.

“I've got my child with a good baby
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re I can take off for a
and never mind my
youngster. I put the baby sitter
right along . e the television set as
being one of the evils of this era.

I don’t think kids have changed
very much in the last years. We're
trying to recognize, we’rc making
up problems to solve for them but
I can remember, I was born and
brought up in New York City and
I can remember the groups who
hung around and were paid to
swoon every time Frank Sinatra
came to the theater in New York
City. We had our groups; we had
our families; but I can say this:
On weekends or on Saturdays and
Sundays the family went out as a
unit. The family went to church
as a unit; the family picnicked as
a unit; and the family was together.

sitter; the
week or

If I were to be asked the prime
cause for juvenile delinquency the
first and uppermost cause in my
mind is the breakdown in family
communication and relations and
mutual respects — that’s the first
and uppermost cause in juvenile
delinquency, the breakdown.

It was stated that children want
to know that they are loved. This
is the truest thing that has ever
been said. They want to know
that they are loved and they are
secure. I do not feel that any child
minds being punished when he
knows that the one at the other
end of the stick is someone who
loves him. They hate for it to be
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