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THE 

HIS ORY 

OF 

DONNA MIRANDA SOLIS. 

HAD not been at Cadiz above 
a Couple of Days, when I {aw 

two young Strangers enter my Inn. 
There was {omewhat about them 

• 

fo particularly engaging, that I could 
not help being immediately prepof- .. 
fcffed in their Favour j and that 
PrepoiTeffion, forced me to take 
every Means pofiible to introduce 
myfelf to their Acquaintance. But 
tho' they returned my Overtures with 
the utmoil: Politcne(s, I found what 
1 [ought for was impratl:icable; for 
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they were to lea\'e Town the next 
Day, and for that Night had ordered 
to eat alone. 

Mortified as I was at this Di(ap­
pointment, I retired after Supper 
immediately to my own Apartment, 
which I obfcrved to be feparated 
from theirs only by a flight Parti­
tion. They talked pretty loud, and 
perhaps I was more attentive than I 
ought to have been; but guefs my 
Afioniiliment, when, after lifiening 
to their Difcourfe for a few Minutes, 
I began not to wonder at certain E­
motions I had felt at the firft Sight 
{If them, and which I had been be­
fore at a LoCs to account for: In 
{hort, thofe two fo feemingly grace­
ful Cavaliers, proved in reality to be 

. two very beautiful young Women. 

Alas, my dear Dorothea! cried 
one of them with a Sigh, the Time 
which I have 1Q long both dreaded, 
and wifiled for, is at length arrived; 

I 
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I . {hall now appear before my 
Friends, before my Father, if Grief 
for my inconfiderate Conduct has 
not yet put a Perod to his Days. 
Oh Heavens! how fllall .I fupport 
that awful Trial? Muft I not fink 
under the Weight of their Re­
proaches? For can I flatter myfelf 
that they will have the Gocdr.efs to 
receive me with Pardon? 

Indeed, replied the other, my dear 
Iv1irallda, you look at your own 
ACtions in a Light too rigid, and 
defperate; but jf they were really· 
as culpable' as you would make 
People think them, the Joy of fee­
ing you return in Safety, would no 
doubt obliterate every Sentiment of 
Anger from the Breafts of your Fa­
mlly. Your greateft Fault has been 
L0ve, which was ever accounted 
venial; and a Love too the moil: 
pure and chafie: 'Tis true, by fol-
lowing the Flame, you have been 
led through many thorny, and in-
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tricate Ways, but fiill you have gone 
Oil without fiumbling; befides, it 
will be more properly my Part, to 
nuke them a Relation of your moft 
extr:lOrdinary Ad\'entures; and let 
me alone to fet the Zeal you have 
1hewn for your Religion, and the 
Sacrifices YOll have made to your 
Chaflity, in their true Colours. 

A Domellick coming in pre .. 
,"cnted me from hearing any more; 
and I prepared to go to Bed with 
the lltmo1l: Di1TatisfaClion, knowing 
that their Departure the next Morn­
ing, would prevent me form making 
:1:1Y f~rther Progre[s in the Know­
ledge of an Affjir, which I had the 

• 
matt fanguine Curioiity to be ac-
quainted with. \Vhen an Accident 
brought about what I difpaired of 
doing myfelf, and in a very {hort 
'!'i!11e made me the Confidant of 
their moil: Bolom Secrets. 

, 
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The principal of thofe Female 
Aflventures, for whom I already be--gan to feel the mo!l: tender Com-
p:diiolJ, was ieized in the Night 
with a violent Fever, fo violent. 
that for feveral D.1vS (he remained 
delirious; in thof~ Circumfianccs 
you may eafily imagine it was im­
pofiible to keep her Sex long:l Se­
cret, which indeed foon became 
publick to the whole Houfe, thol1~;h 
everyone was ignorant why ihc had 
ihove to conceal it. 

For my own Part I never failed to 
make confiant Inquiries after her 
Health; led thereto, as well by the 
Defire which I had of paving the 
Way to a future Intimacy, as by Illy 
own natural Difpofition, which al­
ways rendered me folicitous for the 

• 

Difireffed. 

Her Friend, who fiill retained her 
. Man's Habit, and patTed for thi s 
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Eck Lady's Brother, was the Per­
[on, to whom I chofe to addrefs 
my fel f ; and was fiill received with 
fuch an affable Complaifance, that, 
on the Patient's Amendment, I could 
not help fignifying the Pleafure I 
thould take in being permitted to 
the Honour of a Vifit; at the [une 
Time giving her to undedland, that 
in Spite of that mafculine Drapery, I 
knew well enough that {he and I were 
not formed alike below the Girdle; 
and then I told her the .Mealls by 
which I h;}ppencd to learn ie. 

At firft Ole feemed a little (lag­
gered; but [0011 recollecting herfdf, 
Tllen Sir, fays 111e, fince you have 
made the Difcovery, I hope you 
will have Honour enough to let it 
go no further; I afTured her it fhould 
not, and reiterating my Rcquefi to be 
admitted to her Friend. She pro­
mifed to ufe her Intereft in my Be­
half, but could not forbear letting 
me know, that Ole raw how far Cu-' 

riofity 
• 

• 



[ 7 ] 
riofity had a Share in my Concern ; 
however, added {he, if I can procure 
your Admittance j dare Swear {he 
will not refufe the recital of Adven-

• 

tures, which I venture to Promife 
""ill Surpriie you. 

She was as good as her Word, 
and the next Dav told me that after , 
Supper we 1hould enjoy the wHIled 
for Conference; accordingly at the 
Hour appointed, {he Conducted me 
to the tick Chamber, where aft('1" 
the ufual Compliments upon thole 
Occafions, the Lady began to fpeak 
to me in the following Manner: . 

I find by my Companion, Sir, that 
through fame Words which you ac­
cidentally heard pafs between LIS, 

the Evening of our Arrival at thi., 
Place, you are let into the Secret of 
our real Characters; !he alfo inform. 
cd me, of the Gentleman-like Af. 
{urance, which you have given her 
to keep that Matter ftill concealed. 
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I renewed my Promife, and ale 
went on. I alfo find, Sir, faid lhe, 
that you have picked up fame Hints 
which I then let faU, relative to my 
difaflrous Fortune; and that you are 
anxious to hear a more ample De­
tail of them: Alafs! it will but 
{hock your compaffionate Nature i 
my Life having hitherto confifled, 
(and I iee no Probability of a future 
Reverie) of fueh a Series of calamitous 
Incidents, partly· thl"o' my own 
Fault, and partly tluo' the Difpen­
rations of Providence, to which I 
i11all always bend with the loweft 
Submifliop, -as no poor Creature, 
befides myfelf, perhaps ever expe­
-rienced. 

I befeeched her to wipe away the 
Tears, which now flowed from her 
Eyes in great Abundance; ale did 
10; and after a thort Silence, re­
fumed the Difcourfe, as near as I 
can remember in th .. ~;.;: Words. 

• • 

• 
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My Name is frfirollda Solis, and 
I am fprung from a Family, which 
is a Branch of one of the moft an;. 
cient Stocks about &rl.,illc. My -
Youth was brought up in all that 
DeliclIcy, u[ual among People of the 
firit Rank; but the beft of Mothers 
made it her chief Care to graft into 
me (ueh Principles, as might telld 
rather to make me a good \VOI11:1I1, 
thas a fine Lally. Thus I paHt-li 
my Time in my Father's Haute, hap­
py, and undifrurbed; unthought of 
by the W orid, I thought not of it; 
but the Time lhortly came, when I 
was to make my Appearance in that 
tumultuary Afiembly, and tho' it 
was but a thort (Jne, I may juilly 
Lly, to that Appearance lowe my 
Ruin. 

My Mother began to take me a­
broad with her, and among other 
Vi fits, we frequently made one to a 
particular Friend of her's: This La-

13 5 (ly 
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dy had a Son, that had fqr fome 
Years been in the Army, and was 
now on his Return home; he was 
almoft t~e conftant Topick of our 
Converfation ; and his Friends paf­
fed fnch Encomiums upon him, that 
I began infenfibly to fympathize in 
the general Impatience to fee him; 
in alort, on a ftriCl: Retrofpet1ion, I 
have fince found, that I was half in 
Love with the Copy, before I 
beheld the Origirial. 

• 

But at length Don Ferditland ar-
rived. 0 Heavens! Shall I ever for­
get the Perturbation of my Spirits 
at our firft Interview; in Spite of all 
my Efforts ] could not conceal it ; 
like a pent up Fire, when I deny'd 
it a Pa1fage at my Lips, it broke out 
at my Eyes; and I imagined I could 
perceive an equal Ardor in thofe of 
the dear Inflamer. 

But if I was charmed with ilis 
Figure, his Converfation com pleated 

the 
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the Conquefi ; (0 gentle, and at the 
fame Time fo manly; fo free, and 
at the fame Time fo refpdl:ful, mc­
thought I could have liftelled to him 
for ever; and that the Moment we 
parted I cea(ed to live; at leait, but 
a breathing Statue, till the Prefence 
of my beloved revived me. My Mo­
ther and I continued our Vifits, and 
1 was bleffed in the Confidcratioll, 
that by fo doing, I fhould fiiH en­
joy my ultimate Defire, when a fa­
tal CIOlld intercepted this momen­
tary Sunfiline, and plunged me at 
once in the blackeil: Dcfpair. 

My Mother was taken oft· by an 
Apoplexy, at a Time too when {he 
neVer appeared in a more confirmed 
State of Health; as a Daughter, I 
felt all the Grief at her Death, th~t 
a Daughter is capable of feeling for 
the Lo[s of a Parent; but as a Lo~ 
vcr, I was dit1ratl:ed for the Lafs of 
my ador'd Pcrdinand, with whom I 
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thought aU farther Communication 
muft now be at an End. 

However, tho' I was debarred from 
the Sight of the Man I doated on, 
his Sifters, upon this melancholly 
Occalion, were the firfi: who came 
to wait on me with their Condolence~ 
they alfo brought me Compliments 
from their Brother, but 'delivered 
them in a Manner fo tender, and 
pathetic, fS left me no Room to 
doubt, that he had given them parti.:. 
cular DireCtions to let me fee how 
inuch he was interefted in all my 
Concerns. 

• 

A Letter, which he loon after 
found l\1eans to convey to me, con­
nrmed me in this Suppolition; for 
then he breathed the moll: rapturous 
Paffion; and concluded with entreat­
in-g a private Interview; I believe I 
need not tell vou that I was well e--nough enclined to comply with his 
Requdl; but alafs, on my Mother's 

De .. 
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Deceafe, my Father had taken into 
the Houfe an old Duenna, who 
watched me with {ueh a vigilant Se­
verity, that it was morally impracti­
cable: This I let him know. VVhen 
Love, who gave Birth to his Defires, 
prompted the Methods to f.'ltisfy 
them; he Coon found out the weak 
Side of my good Governefs, whom 
he follicited with a Puree of Gold, 
and that fa effetl:ually, that in 
a {hort Time after, in the Dead of 
Night, when I as much expected 
to fee an Apparition, I beheld him 
at my Feet in the moft extatic Rap­
tures. 

• 

He feemed the Prieft of Love, 
and to deliver Oracles warm from 
God; or rather, he locked like the 
God himfelf, at leafi, fneh I thought 
him, and for fix Months that we 
enjoyed this Intercourfe uninterrupt­
ed, I never knew a Moment's Pain., 
but when he was abfent from me, 
in languilhing to fee him again. 

But 

, 
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But what rendered himfelf frill 
oearer to me was, that tho' the Vio--
knce of his Paillon was apparent, 
and I feldom attempted to hide 
mine from him; yet he never fuf­
fered it to get a Step beyond the 
Bounds of Honour j he often indeed 
l1inted 2t making Propofals to my 
father, but I fiiH talked of Decency, 
and the Forms to be preferved dur­
ing my 1\1other's Mourning; how­
ever, Love, which difdains to be 
fettered by flavifh Cullom, at laft 
broke thro' them all, and Don Fer­
dilland fent a Deputation of his 
Friends to demand me in Mar-

• nage. 

Oh! curfed Avarice, which re­
jeCts every Thing, however, good 
and noble in itfelf, unmixed with 
the ObjeCt of its Idolatry. Tho' 
Ferdinand was of a Family every 
Way equal to my own, he was not 
fo well accommodated with the Gifts 

of 
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of Fortune. My Father knew this. 
-And confidering me only in the 
Light of a Commodity, to which 
11is Eftate muil: be indifpenfiby an-:­
nexed, he was determined to give 
me to the higheil: Bidder, and con­
feqllently refufed Don Ferdinand's 
Propofal with Difdain. 

This Circumftance too was at­
tended with another no lefs difagree­
able; the Fame· of my little Stock 
of Beauty, had gained me a new 
Admirer, Don Sa11cho de Mmezes, 
and poor Ferdinand had the more 
Reafon to dread him as a Rival, he 
having added to an illuftrious Birth, 
an Income of above ten thoufand 
Piftoles a Year; which made it 
certain, that, on the leaft Motion 
to my Father, he would leap at fuch 
a Son-in-Law. 

. 

But, it feerns, he thought it more 
ell Cavalier, to talk to me firft; and 
a thoufand Stratagems he made ufe 

of 
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• 

of to a(Lirefs me in Perfon, but I 
fiiB avoided giving him an Opportll~ 
nity; at length, he began to [olicit 
my Governefs, and truly {he was 
very willing to grant him all in her 
Power, but I continuing obfiinate, 
he (wore that there was fome more 
happy ~hn) w hOI11 he would mak.e 
a Sacrifice to his rejeCted Pafiion. 

Now whether the old Duenna gave 
him any lntimation, I C1nnot pre­
tend to jj,y ; but certain it is, that he 
got an Inkling of FerdilUwd's noctur­
na) Vifits, and way-laid him one 
Night. \Vhen my dear ullfufpeaillg 
Lover coming according to Cufiom, 
was fuddenly affaulted in the Street, 
bv Don StUlcbo, at the Head of three 

• 
Ruffians. 

I heard the NoiCe from my Cham­
ber, and having a Sort of ill-boding 
Heart, I lookd out of the \Vindow ; 
but good Heavens, how was I 
i11ocked, when I beheld the Idol of 

my 
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Sou], with his Back to the Wall, 
defending' himfelf againfi: four Altlf­
lins; he was jutl then joined by his 
Valet de Chambre, whom he always, 
left at the Corner of the Street, up­
on which, the three horid Murder­
ers ran away; but Don Sa1lcho ftill 
keeping his Ground, I faw them 
make over to our Porch; upon 
which I fcreamed violently, and my 
Governefs comillg up to me, unable 
to fupport it any longer, I fainted in 
her Arms. 

She feconded my Alarms; and 
my Father was unfortunately the 
firfl: Perfon, who fun to our Affifl:-

• 

ance; I f.1.y unfortunately, for he 
too foon was advertized of the Caufe 
of my Swooning. r' 

Don Sa11cho, w ho~as grievoufly 
wounded, and now lay groaning at 
the Steps of the Door, as foon as I 
was recovered, called my Father;s 
Attention that Way. " 

The 
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The Servants went out, and im­
mediately returned, bearing him a­
mong them; and while one was 
difpatched for a Surgeon to furve·y 
the Wound, my Father try'd to 
bring him to himfelf, by the Help of 
fome Cordials, which he poured 
down his Throat ; and now came the 
Thunderbolt, what was doomed to 
firike me down; Don Sancho, infpi­
rited by the vivifying Drops, as foon 
as he knew with whom, and where 
he was, begln to lay open the whole 
Caufe of the late Buftle; he told my 
Father, th"t he had long been a 
Suitor of mine; and, in ihort, of the 
Amour between Don Ferdinand and 
me. 

To defcribe my Father's Rage is im­
pofiible, the ficft Fruits of which was 
experienced by the Duenna, whom he 
directly turned out of Doors; juftly 
conjeCturing, that fuch a Negotia­
tion could not have been carried on 

under 
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under his Roof, without her Conni­
vance; I was the next ObjeCt of his 
Refentment, he fiorm'J like a Fury, 
called me a thoufand opprobrious 
Names; and, in fine, locked me up, 
to confider on what had happened a: 
Leifure. 

Don Ferdinand I percieved had 
made his Efcape, but I neither knew 
to what Place, nor whither dange­
J'oufly wounded; I was like a mad 
Woman, and fo continued for a con­
fiderable Space; when my Miferies 
were (crewed up to the highefi Pitch: 
DOll Sancho was now got abroad a­
gain, and the fid! Vifit he made, 
was to my Father, to acquaint him, 
that what had happened, was not 
capable of altering his Refolution, 
and that, if he thought proper, he 
was frill defirous of a Union with 
me. -

Nor did my Father leave any 
Means untry'd, to break me to his 

Yoke; 
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Yoke; he flattered, thre3tcned, pro­
mifed me his whole Efiatc, {wore 
he would turn me out as an Alien 
from his Blood; but all to no Pur­
pofe, I remained inflexible, and 
plainly told him, that I would ra­
ther follow Ptrdil1al1d with a Knap­
fack, than have a Throne with him 
to whom he wanted to join me. 

An Anfwer fa peremptory, enra­
ged him beyond all Bounds; and he 
told me to prepare for a }\'1onafiery 
the next Morning; which I did with 
great PleaCure, as fubmitting to the 
milder ; I wanted nothing but 
to inform Don Ferdinand of Ihe 
Choice I had made, rather than vio­
late my Faith to him. I had a 
few Days before heard, that he was 
feen about Town; and then, by 
Dint of a Bribe, prevailed upon a 
Negro Boy to give him a Line, 
which only contained a DireCl:ion 
to the Convent I was to enter, and 

an 
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an Entreaty to fee him there as foon 
as pollible. 

According to this Determination, 
the very next Morning, at l1x 
o'Clock, I fet out for the Convent 
of ' ,about eight Leagues Ii·om Sc­
rei/Ie, where firiCl: Orders were given, 
that I i110uld be fuffercd to fee no­
body: However, \l\1hat Difficulties 
are unfurmountable to ::t Mind de. 
termined ? I had not been there a 
'Veek, before I was happy in the 
Society of him, who to me was all 
the World: Oh! would to Heaven 
that his Charms had been lefs at­
tractive, or my Soul more infenfiblc. 

The Society of which I was be­
come a Member, was governed by 
Fr~ar~, whofe Convent was difiant 
about a Gun-fhot from the Abbey ; 
here Ferdina11d betook himfelf, and 
grew fo intimate with one of the re­
verend Brethren, that he prevailetl 
on him to take his Cafe into Confi-

deration: 
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deration: The Cafe of a Lover, anx­
ious to fee his Miftrefs, and thro' 
his Means, in Spite of my Father's 
:Mandatc, he had Egrefs and Re­
grefs to and from me, as often as he 
would. 

1 mllil own, that {uch an Infiance 
of Comp]aifance in a holy Brother 
and Siftcrhood furprized me; but 
I was foon after convinced, that the 
Habit of a Nun and Friar, are but 
like Charity, a Cover for a Multi­
tude of Sins. That they are them­
[elves a Pack of 'Volves in Sheeps 
Cloathing; who, however meekly 
they carry it to the Eye of the 
\Vorld, are in their own dark Cells 
fo many ravenous Beafis of Prey, a 
I Ierd of Cannibals, who feed upon 
one another, in the moll: licentious 
and fhameful Manner; confide ring 
nothing but their brutal Appetites, 
and the readiefi Way to falisfy them. 

The 



I , , 

• 

l 23 ] 

The Friars Were confiantly a­
mong m:, and you might eafily ob.:.. 
[crve that their Affiduity about the 
young Nuns, had more in it than 
meer Devotion. In fine, they ge­
nerally were acquainted with their 
female Penitents Confeffion before 
{he made it ; and charitably ga\'e 
her Abfolution for thore Sins, which 
they helped her to commit. 

Indeed it was plain, that the Flefh 
had a greater Share than the Spirit, 
in the Works of this Convent; 
which feemed to me a Temple de­
dicated to Cupid; and I let Don 
~Ferdillalld into the Difcovery I had 
made, but he feemed much better 
acquainted with their Manners, even 
than I myfelf; and I was not a lit­
tle furprized when he {poke to me 
in the following Strain. 

My dear A1irtmda, I love you of 
all Woman kind, but you fee your 

Fa-
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Father's llnreaionable Prejudice is 
• 

fuch, that he will never con(ent to 
our coming together; and you may 
be {me, that if on his lecond Trial 
of your Inclinations, in regard to 
your 1\1arriage with Don Sanche, 
he frill finds you obfiinate, that he 
will infifi upon your taking the Veil. 
I hope not fa, an[wered I; And 
why not Co, replied he, my Angel? 
Where is there a Retreat in the 
.\Vorld, that will afford us {uch a 
Liberty of converfing together, as 
this? Do you not fee that Love re­
vels here in his moll: unbounded 
Riots? Do you then take the Habit 
of a Devotee, as I will of a Corde­
lier, Reftraint from the very Mo­
ment will ccafe betwixt us; the 
Nature of my Funtlion will permit 
me to be with you; as often, and 
as long as I pleaCe, and I thall e[­
teem the World well given up, for 
the canftant Enjoyment of your 
dearer . • 

This 



This Difcourfe of yours, replied I, 
[eems fomething ferious. Seenis fo! 
returned he, you may be atTured that 
it is really [0; and I prefume your 
Sentin~nts wonld /1ot differ from 
mine, if you, like me, had refleCted 
on the Advantages of the Plan which 
1 propofe. Promife me but to con­
lider of it, and I dare anhver that you 
cannot but approve of it. I confent 
to it with all my Heart, replied I, 
and you may fhortly expeCt the Re­
ftilt of my RefleCl:ion. 

Two Months however elapfed, 
before I could reCoIve what Courfe 
to take; perhaps I alOuId even have 
remained longer undetermined, if 
my cruel Fatiu.'1·, in order to re­
,'enge himfelf of my Oppofition to 
his Will, had not made Choice of 
another Hufband for me, who, in 
order to keep me at a Diftance from 
the Family-feat, had found Means to 
enrage him fo much again11: me, that 

C he 
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he threatened me with the moil: 
cruel Treatment, if I did not refolve 
to give my Hand to Don Sallcho, or 
immediately to take a Veil, I told 
him that tho' I had no Inclination 
for a Cloifter, I fhould have much 
leis Objetlion to be confined in onc, 

• 
than to be united for Life to a Man 
whom I could not love: And that 
he might not have the Ieaft Doubt 
of the Sincerity of my Intention, I 
went a few Days after to the Lady 
Abbefs, to acquaint her with my 
Defign of becoming a Nun. 

She congratulated me and herfelf 
on the prudent Choice I had made; 
and that my Fervour might not have 
Time to abate, fIle promifed me to 
3:bridge the ufual Probation previous 
to the taking the Habit. I was 
aB:ually incorporated in a few Months 
after. About the fame time Don 
Ftrdi11011d took the Habit of a Cor­
delier. We both of us paKed the 
Time of our Probation, without be-

• 1l1g 
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ing indulged with the Pleafure of an 
Interview. By frequentLetters which 
paired between us, we endeavoured 
to alleviate the Torments of Ab­
fence; but thefe Torments were to 
laft but a Year; for my Lover had 
been promifed, that when his Term 
of Probation fhould expire, he illould 
be at Liberty to make Choice of a 
Convent. 

He was no fooner engaged in this 
Vocation, by the {olemn V ows that 
it required, than in Compliance 
thereto he came to the Convent at a 
very little Difiance from ours. His 
Superiors could not refufe him this 
Favour. A Letter which he fent 
me acquainted me with the Day of 
his Arrival: I expected it with the 
utmoft Ardor of Impatience. Nor 
was I long in this Situation; for, led 
on by his Paffion, he came with fuch 
Speed, that he had almoft overtaken. 
his Letter. Word was brought me 
that he \-vas come. Love lent me 
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\Vings to fly into the Padour, where 
he was waiting to receive me in his 
~rms. Aik me not to exprefs the 
Tranfports of Joy which our Hearts 
experienced. ltVe were both fo er­
tremely affeCl:ed that we could not 
refrain from Tears. The Emotion 
of our Souls deorived us for rome 

J. 

Moments of. the Power of Speech. 
Our Looks and Sighs were our only 
Interpreters. To this fllent Scene 
fucceeded the moll: tender and paf­
fionate Expreffions . 

• 

" Adorable Miranda, {aid the en-
. raptur~d Don Ferdinand, you are at 

length reftored to my Arms: May I 
flatter myfelf you do not repent the 
generous Sacrifices your Love has 
coft you? Do you not reproach your­
felf with having too dearly purchafed 
an Opportunity of loving without 
Reftraint?" "What! an1.wered I, do 
you doubt the Sincerity of my Love? 
And do you think it would permit 
me to regret tho[e trivial Advantages 

which 
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which the W prld promifed me, and 
in which you could not fhare with 
me? Have I not a thoufand Times 
~old you the Happinefs of my Life 
depends on your Love alone: Pro­
mife me only that your AffeCtion 
thall en4 but w~th your Life." 

A thoufand Oaths he fwore to tef­
tify his perpetual Fidelity. We pro­
mifed to fee each other every Day 1 
hut Don Ferdinand was not perfectly 
fatisfied with that Privilege. He was 
fenfible that his new Situation fa­
voured him with an Opportunity of 
making me frequent noCturnal Viii ts; 
and he was very willing to avail him­
[elf of that Advantage. But I rc­
fufed to comply with his Wifhe~. 
In vain did he remonfi'rate the Ex-· 
ample of his Brethren, who, during 
the Night, very often made their 
Appearance in the Abbey. I did 
not think myfelf obliged to follow 
their Example. My Prudence even 
made me look with Horror on the 

C 3 icandalous 
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fcandalous Proceedings to which I 
was every Day \IVitnefS. I could 
hardly conceive how there Friars our 

• 
Directors could fteal into the Abbey, 
without anyone's difcovering the 
R,efpect they paid to their Devotees; 
but Don Ferdinand,. who preiendy 
beclme acquainted with the Strata­
gems practifld in the Convent, told 
me it 'iYaS by Means of a Pa1fage 
under Greunel; tha.t they made their 
"'/ay into ~UI Convent. Young and 
Old did not fail, by this Means, to 
perform the pious OHiees of their 
MiniHrv. This could not be done 

J 

without fometimes leaving behind 
them very evident l\1arks of their 
Zeal; but this was ea1"1Iy concealed 
from the Eyes of the Wodd. The 
young Sifters who were thus be­
come 1Vlothers, exempted themfelves 
from the Scandal by abfconding from 
the G rate before their Pregnancy was 
yiiii:-·le. A feparate Apartment was 
allo\ved them, where they waited 
ratiently the happy l\1oment of their 

Delivery; 
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Delivery; and the Burdens, of which 
they were eafed, were privately en­
truited to Perfons of approved. Dif-

.. 
crehon. 

You fce then, Sir, {aid the fair 
Alirallda, interrupting her Narrative, 
that my feeble Virtue has been expofed 
to d,'-l!geroesTemptations; fo prew .. -
lent is the Conta~ion of ill Exam-...... 
pIe. I refifted them, hO\vever, 110t-
withfianding the repeated Efforts 
v,rhich Don Ferdinand praCtifed to 
feduce me: But little did I think 
that my Charms were about to create 
him a formidable Rival! It was the 
Guardian Father himfelf, "i'he did 
me the Honour to conceive the moft 
violent Affection for me. I knew 
that he was a feeret Admirer of the 
Lady Abbefs. How would the then 
be enraged againfi me, if I fhould 
rob her of a Conqueft fo valuable to 
her Soul; for, it is neceflary to ob­
ferve, that this Guardian Father was 
a Man of a genteel and graceful 

C 4 Perron, 
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Per{on, and that the Lady Abbe[", 
full young, appeared to be of a Com­
plexion fu[cepti~le of the moft tender 
PaRion. Could {he then ever have 
pardoned me for the Theft I fhouJd 
have committed? No; but I will 
irare her the Grief the Infidelity of 
her Lover would oecauon. Could 
it be imagined that I fhould be in­
ienfible of the Declarations of his -
Love; for, without Doubt, he 
thought he did me great Honour 
in making me the Object of his glo­
rious Choice. 

The infolent and audacious Dif­
courle of this Friar, gave me, at 
leafr, Reafon to think, that full of 
the Idea ofhis ownlVIerit, he did not 
expeCt that I. fuould venture to op­
pofe his Will. 

.' 

You know not perhaps dear Sifrer, 
(faid h~, one Day, when he made me 
a Vifit) that I have iOme good News 
to tell \"OU; but, added he, (taking 

. hold 
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hold of my Hand, which he prcifed 
ardently) I would have you read in 
my Eyes what I have to communi­
cate. Indeed, Father, anfwered I, 
(haft-ily fnatching my Hand from' his ) 
it is not in my Power to do that; for I 
muft confefs myfelf an utter Stranger 
to the Language of the Eyes. 

Oh! replied he, I fce you are a 
little Difiembler; [or, I am welt 
afiilred that you can read in my 
Looks the tender ImpreiIion which· 
you have made in my Heart; per­
haps, added he, in an affeCted Tone, 
you are diipleattd that I have fo long 
delayed to declare myPaflion. No~ 
Father, anfwered I, I am not at all 
ditpleafed on that Account, I affilre 
you: And I muit acknowledge to you 
that I ihould have been much better 
p1cafcd if yon had kept your good 
.~ cws to yourfeIf. 

How !Child, anfweredhe, I [a.I1(V , 
you do not confider that there is not 

Cs ~ 



[ 34 ] 
3 Perron here but would think her­
[elf highly honoured by [uch an 
Overture; and that I mull keep it 
a Secret from the Lady Abbefs, to 
prevent her being jealous of you: 
But fear nothing; I will take upon 
myieIf to conceal from her all the 
.l\1eafures that we iliall agree upon; 
only be careful implicitly to follow 
my Advice. 

For Shame! Father, anfwered I, 
exafperated at this Friar's Audacity, 
let us put an End to this trouhlefome 
Di[cour[e; and place to my Account 
the Patience which I have had in 
liftening to you. 

But, my dear Sifter, replied he, do 
you forget that you are talking to 
your Superior? No, I do not forget 
it, replied I; but I do not think his 
Authority iliould extend [0 far as to 
make me liften to a Difcourfe which 
is offenfive to my Modefty. 

Very 
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Very well! very well! faid he, in 

an angry Tone, my Difcourfe, I find, 
has not the good Fortune to pleafe 
you; but I fufpeel: the Reafon : You 
would perhaps be better pleafed to 
converfe with our Brother Leander. 
('That was the Name which DOll Fer­
dinand ai!umcd with the Habit of the 
Order.) For I am not a Stranger to 
the amorous Correfpondence carried 
on between you two. However, added 
he, difpofe yourfelf this Day to bid 
him eternally farewel; I will fend 
him t~ take a final Leave of you. 

For Heaven's Sake, Father, cried 
I, alarmed at his cruel Threat, erafe 
from your Remembrance what Ihave 
faid to oft-end you. Let me on my 
Knees intreat your Pardon. No; 
replied he, bidding me rife from that 
humbltt Pofiure; I do not merit from 
you fuch Condefcenl1on i and if you 
have done any Thing to reproach 
yourfelf with, employ the Means 
that are in your Power to make Re~ 

C 6. paration. 
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paration. But, my Reverend Fa­
ther, laid I, do nothing ratllly, allow 
me, at leafr, Time for RefleCtion: 
Your Merit, which I know how to 
value, will be anfwerable for the 
Progrefs which it will be ea(v for you 
to make in my Heart: Thefe are 
flattering Hopes you give me, an­
fwered he; but confider that it will 
be your Intereft not to deceive me; 
and if I conient that our Brother 
Leander fhould continue his Ad­
dreifes, remember it is on Condition, 
that you fhall not refufe mine alfo. 
TheIe are the Terms I offer you 7 

and I leave you to reflect on them. 

Thus \-vas I under a Neceffitv of 
• 

complying \vith whatever this info-
lent Friar exacted from my Obedi­
ence. VVhat l'vIenace could indeed 
h2ye been more terrible than that 
which he pronounced? And how 
could I have furvived the bitter Pangs 
of a. Separation from Don Ferdinand? 

. it was then for his Sake alone that I 
(on-
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coni'(:nted to fuffer the Importunities 
of his new Riv~1. For fome Weeks 
I amufed him with flatt~ring Pro­
mifes; but his brutal Ap.petite .couId 
not long endure the Refifl:ance I had 
made to his infamous Defires. The 
\V retch, refolving to fucceed, de­
termined to ~omplete his Pleafure 
by Violence; and the Moment was 
almoil: arrived, when he was to exe-
cute his horrid Purpofc. . 

For two Hours after 1 was laid in 
my Bed, I knew not what fecret 
Impulfe acquainted me with the 
Misfortune that threatened me; but 
I was fo extremely uneaf¥ that Sleep 
could not clofe my Eyes. I [pent 
the Time in making the moil: forrow­
ful Refletl:ions upon my hard Fate, 
when fuddenly I thought I b.eard a 
N oife at my Chamber-door; nor 
was I miftakell: MyDoorwas open­
ed, and 'immediately lhut to agaia 
The HQrror with which I was feized 
on this Occafion, made me cry out 
in a moil terrible Manner; ,but I 

1 prefently 
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prefently loft the Power of making 
myfe1f heard; the Villain who was 
got into my Chamber, came to my 
Bedfide, and put his Hand before my 
Mouth. It was the Guardian Fa­
ther. The Sight of the Danger my 
Innocence 'yas expofed to, gave me 
Strength to defend myfelf againft 
his brutal Violence. Tranfported 
with Fury I tore myfe1f from the 
Alms of this audacious Villain; but 
my Strength was foon exhauLled. 
The Wretch, putting a Poniard to 
my Throat, threatened to facrifice me 
to his Rage, if I did not immediately 
content to be the Victim of his 
infamous Lull. If you make tbe 
leaft Noife, faid he, it is as much 
-as your Life is worth! --- either 
comply with my Defires, or expect 
fudden Death. 

- Dear reverend Father, faid I, 
throwing myfelf at his Feet, will 
you owe that to Violence which you 
may obtain by Love? I only afk a 
Delay of three Days.---No, no, an-

fwered 
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fwered he, I have too long fuffered 
myfelf to be deceived by your de­
lufive Wiles; you fhaU this very In­
fiant perform the Promife you· have 
made me. 

Heaven, to whom I cried for Suc-
• 

cour, infpired me with a Thought 
by which I preferved my Innocence. 
I pretended to confent to the Defires 
of this luftful Beaft. I quitted the 
humble Pofture I was in, threw my 
Arms round his Neck, and almoft 
fmothered him with feigned Ca­
reffes; and that he might not have 
any Doubt but that I was fincerely 
difpofed to gratify his Willies, I in­
fifted that he ihould permit me to 
receive the Addreffes of his Brother 
Leander. He made no Manner of 
ObjeCtion to my Requefi; and 
thought of nothing then but an 
immediate Compliance. But he 
was to meet with Obftacles which 
he did not dream of. Happy for me, 
the Moon ihone through my Cham-

ber-
• 
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ber-Window.. I took particular 
Notice where he put the Poniard 
with which he was armed. He laid 
it carelefslyon a Chair by my Bed-fide: 
To obtain an Opportunity of getting 
it, I aiked him Leave to let me fetch 
my Smelling-bottle which lay upon 
the Table, telling him I wanted it 
to compofe my Spirits which were 
ruffled by a foolith feigned Refift­
:lnce. He readily granted my Re­
queft; anddifentanglingmyfelffrom 
his Arms, I jumped off frem the Bed 
on which he had thrown me, armed 
myfelfwithhis Poniard; and threat.,. 
ened to facrifice him to my juft Re­
v.enge, if he did not preferve himfelf 
by Flight. '. 

• 

He now perceived the only Me­
thod to preierve his Life was a .quick 
Retreat: However, before he went 
.cut of my Chamber, he earneftly en­
treated, me not to mention a Word 
of what had paffed between us; 
and to engage my Silence, he pro,. 

mifed 
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mifed "never more to lay an Obtl:a­
des between me and Lean er. 

I was not, however obliged to rely 
uponhisPromifes; for I expeCted that 
Don Ferdinand would foon or late 
become the unfortunate ViCtim of 
his jealous Rage. I wrote a Letter 
to him the next Morning, defiring 
he would come to me immediately, 
for I had fomething of the ut .. 
moft Confequence to communicate 
to him. He delayed not to come; 
and I acquainted him with every 
thing that had happened, without 
concealing a fingle Circumftance. 
Never was Rage more violent than 
his. Monfter! <;:ried he, his Blood 
fhan pay for hi~ moft villainous At­
tempt. 

For Heaven's Sake, my dear Don 
Ferdinand, [aid I, (ta,king hold of his 
Hand and preffing it tenderly with 
mine,) moderate thl! Trao[ports of 
your undifcerning Rage. Confider. 

nothing 
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nothing can preferve us but the Suc­
cours of Diffimulation. I defire 
not, added I, Lo conceal the Dan­
'gers which beret my Innocence, but 
to extricate myfelf from them: Say, 
will you accompany me in my 
Flight! I will, by Heaven, anfi~lered 
he, you could not have propofed a 
'Thing more confonanttomy vV iilies: 
But my dear Mirtl11da, continued he, 
'the Execution of the Defign which 
you propofe is inconftMent with the 
Revenge which fires my Soul. Shall 
'it be {aid, that I have fuff'ered fuch 
a Villain to go unpunilhed? Forbid 
the Thought. It would be equally 
injurious to both our Honours. Let 
us flv; but firll:, let that CUffed 
Fiend become the O~iea of my Re­
{entment. But, anfwered I, will 
the Interell: of our Security permit 
you to enter into fuch Pr~jeas of 

, Vengeance. Let us only confider 
what Meafures we mull: take to fe­
cure our Flight. 

, Our 



, 

Our firft Confideration was where 
to feek a Refuge. After many Re­
fleB:ions on this Head, we deter­
mined to go to Holland. But for 
this Purp01e, we required a confide­
rable Sum of Mo~ey; and where 
could we expeB: to find it? However, 
Don Ferdintt71dhad happily preferved 
a fubftantial Friend, and he was the 
only Perfon he ever vifitcd :finee he 
had been divorced from the \Vorld; 
to him therefore he addreffed him­
felf, acquainted him with his De­
fign, and received greater Favours 
from him than he could poffiblyex­
pcB:. This generous Man did every 
Thing in his Power to promote our 
Efcape; befides the Money which 
Don Ferdinand had received from 
him, he alfo promifed him a Poft­
Chaife to con duB: us to Cadiz. A 
proper Suit of Cloaths was needful to 
difguife me, which he alfo very 
willingly provided for me. Don 
Ferdina1ld, after returning him the 

moft " 
, 
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moft hearty Thanks, came to ac­
quaint me with the joyful News. 
Our next Concern was how I fhould 

• 

make my Efcape from the Convent: 
This was a Difficulty which my 
Lover eam, removed: He aiked my 
Permiffion to come to my Chamber 
the next Morning, f~id he would 
bring a Friar's Robe with him; and 
that being thus difguifed, I might 
Cafely follow him into his Convent. 
He gave me this Caution only, that 
if we 1hould be fo unfortunate as to -
meet with any of the Friars in the 
fub.tenaneous Paffage, that I lhould 
preferve a profound Silence, and 
boldly follow him. 

Meafures, fo well concerted, left 
us no Obftacle to [urmount. I was 
not in the leill affrighted at the 
Sight of three Friars which w~ found 
in our Pa1fage under Ground. pe­
ceived by my Difguife, they im~­
gined me one of their Bre~reR;' 
. and 
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~nd with a Lover's Hafte paffed t'y 
us to go where 'Yeizus called them . 

• 

Don Ferdin,7nd, who was not under 
any Fear of making himfelf know'n, 
jeered them as they_ pa{fed along for 
not making more Halle to pay their 
Devoirs to their young Sifters: But. 
the Bufmefs they had. in Hand was 
of too great Importance to make 
any Delay to reply to him. A Mo~ 
ment ftole them from our Sight; and 
i:1 a thort Time afterwards we ar­
rived at the Habitation of our de­
vout DireCtors. I had not long to 
wait there; for my Lover conduCted 
me into the Garden, out of which 
we made our Efcape, and went to 
his kind BenefaCtor, whofe Refidence 
was not above half a League from 
our Convent. 

Being in {uch a ftrange Difguife, 
I could not avoid blulhing when I 
was firft prefented to him; but that 
was prefentiy over. In the Cham-

ber 
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ber to which I was conduCled, I 
found a rich Suit of Cloaths made in 
tIle genteelefr Tafre, and juft of a 
proper Size. The fame was alfo 
prepared for Don Ferdiilolld. 

Our Moments were now precious; 
and by our extreme Diligence we 
were prefently equiped for our Jour­
ney. \Ve repeated our Thanks to 
our gracious Benefactor; and then 
afcended the Poft - Chaife which 
waited for us. 

OUf Journey to Cadiz was not 
impeded by any Kind of Accident; 
when \ve arrived at that City, I was 
not in the leaft fltigued. 'tVe were 
fo fortunate as to find a Ship there 
which was the next Day to fet Sail 
for He/land. Don Ferdinand ad viicd 
me to refume my female Drefs; I 
willingly fonowed his Advice; for 
in the Habit I then wore, I certainly 
appeared to have an awkard bor-:' 
rowed Air. --- But in ,\--hat Cha-

Tel Cte r 
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racrer was I to accompany him? It 
was necetIary I !hould pais under 
fome Title; and he thought nothing 
could be more eligible than that of 
his Wife, which he defired I would 
accept of. I did; but it was on 
Condition, that this Title !hould give 
him no Right of Po1feffion, till we 
were folemnly united by the holy 
Bands of Love. He affured me that 
his Pailion !hould t:vcr co,lfine itfelf 
within the Limits of Re[pcCl.; and 
never venture on the Brink of Free­
dom. You will prefently learn how 
much I ought to have relyed on thofe 
Promifes. I !hall now return to our 
Departure, which was fixed on for 
the next Day. 

It was to Holland we were to go to 
feek for an Afylum: We flattered 
oudelves that the Space of a Month 
,\-yould bring us thither; a favourable 
Wind gave us Reafor}. to expect an 
happy Voyage. We anticipated the 

Sweets 
, 
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Sweets of Liberty, of which the bare 
Idea charmed us. 

• 

Six Days were elapfed before we 
experienced any Perils; and we 
doubted liot but the Remainder of 
our Voyage would be as happy as 
the Beginning. But alas! thefe were 
delufive Hopes: We were then on the 
Brink of the moll: terrible Misfor­
tunes. We were unhappily attacked 
by a Corfair which we could not 
polliblya\'"Oid. The numerous Broad­
ijdes which were poured in upon us 
had made fuch Havock on our Ship, 
that it was impoffible for the Sailors 
to manage her. The Pirates had it in 
their Power to fink her if they had 
been fo inclined; but they were not 
willing to lofe the Riches with 
which the \Vas laden: Making there­
fore nearer to her, they threw their 
grappling Irons, drew her to them, 
and boarded her. A bloody Battle 
enfued: Don Ferdinand, after hav-

• mg 
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ing given a thounmd Marks of' 
Intrepidity, received feveral dan­
gerous \,y Gunds! Weltering in Blood 
I received him in my Arms; but he 
was le[s concc:-ned for h.is ovm Mis­
fortun~s, than he ,vas with thofe 
which I was abont to fuffer; for he 
doubted not but we fhould both be 
condemned to Slavery. In i1ne, the 
viB:orious Corfair did not delay to 
make himfc!f Mafter of om V ~Del; 
and caufed us to be put in his. But 
'\\'C \vere treated wIth llwre Hu­
manity than we could c\-en hope 
for. Witne[.., of Don Fl!rdino71tfs 
prodigious Valour, the Pirate gave 
him a thouf~lnd Tokens of the moft 
fingular Refpecr. He caubl him 
to be laid on a Bed, and gave ihicl 
Orders that the utmoir Care 1110ulJ 
be taken of him; and I had the 
Confolatioll of being futtered to be 
alwa,,-s near him till his Health anJ 

• 

Stren;th rcturlIed. 
-
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At length, by the Aid of Sails 

and Oars, we arrived at the large 
City of Fez, where Don Ferdinand 
and I were told to the richeft Moor 
in all that Country. The Recital 
which had been made him of my 
Lover's Valour, together with the 
l\1arks of DiliinCtion which ap­
peared in our Behaviour, plea.ded in 
our Behalf, and prevented our being 
mingled '\vith the other Slaves. We 
were con.fined to a lower Room, and 
a P:1rterre belonging to it, the Care 
and l\!Ianagement of which was re­
poied in U::'. 

During :f{;n~e l\Ionths of our Sla­
very, we had not any Rea[on to 
comf.l.l:n of hard Treatment. But 
this gentle C;llm ,vas foon fucceedcd 
by a bcdtefousT enweft: t'nfortunate-, . 
h' for us) OUf Patron took it into his 

J . 

Head to o~ject againft our Religion, 
arrd erIdcavoured to fragger us in o,ur 
F 2.!:h. Threats, Gifts, and Promifes, 
'.~'erc all employed to {educe us. 

At 
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At firlt Don Ferdinand appeared 
ftedfaft and immoveable; but I pre­
fendy perceived it was no very dif­
ficult Matter to triumph over his 
Refolntions. By what he laid to 
me, I found his Stedfaftne1s was 
!haken: I reproached him for it; 
but, fo far from being alhamed of 
his Proceedings; he had the Confi­
dence to tell me, that he was no 
longer diipofed to be the Compa­
nion of my Misfortunes; that his 
foolifh Paffion had been the Caufl:! of 
all that he had laboured under; and 
that he was refolved to extricate 
himfelf from them. 

The Grief with which I was feized 
at thefe Words, deprived me of the 
Power to ani\ver him, but with my 
Sighs and Tears. The ungrateful 
Wretch was utterly in{enfible: I 
threw myfelf at his l<;eet, and bathed 
them with my Tears; but nothing 
could recal him to his Duty. He 

• 
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was not contented with fhameful1y 
abandoning his Religion himielt: but 
he exerted his utllloil Efforts to en~ 

. gage me to follow his vile Example: 
I The Villain had triumphed over my 

Innocence; for how could I defend 
"myfelf from his {educing Arts? But 
he was prefently cloyed with the 

" Favours he received from my tender 
and faithful Paffion. 

" 

By the changing his Religion he 
obtained the good Graces of our 
Patron, who gave him an abfolute 
Authority oyer all his Slaves. A 
young Spollifo Girl had captivated 
the Heart of this perfidious Man; 
he married her, and had the Cruelty 
to make me her Servant. Alas! 

• 

how grievous was my Fate; I was 
obliged to do the moil fervile Drud­
gery for my deteiled Rival! In vain 
were all my Efforts to oblige her; 
G1y bel1- S,-1 rices were rewarded with 
th.e mOil cruel Treatment; and, to 
heap up the Meafure of my Misfor-

tunes, 
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tunes, the barbarous Don Ferdinand 
had promifed Achmtt, our Patron, 
that, in a very fhort Time, he would 
engage to make me abjure my Faith. 
Flattering Hopes, dangerousThreats, 
and feducing Promifes, were all em­
ployed to corrupt me; but I had the 
Courage to refift them all. The 
Traitor, exafperated at my Refift­
ance, confulted nothing but Re .. 
venge. I was loaded with Chains, 
and fhut up in a Dungeon; where 
I continued for fix Months, without 
t\i'ly other N ourifhment than a few 
bitter Roots. 

The Momen t however approached 
in which I was to become a Mother. 
I flattered myfelf that the unfortu­
nate Infant I was about to bring into 
the Vol orId would regain me the Af­
fection of a Monfter whom I could 
not hate, notwithftanding his Bar­
barity. But he received the News 
of his becoming a Father, without 
being in the leaft affected with that 
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endearing Title. I entreated, as a 
great FavoUi, to be permitted to give 
mv little Infant fuck; but even that , 
was denied me; for it was tore from 
my Arms, and I prefently after re­
ceived the News of its Death. Per­
haps, alas! he was the unfcrtunate 
ViCtim of the Barbarity of an inhu ... 
man Father. _ 

; , • 
• 

. -r:Bnt. Heaven! the Pr4lteCtor of 
oppr-dfed Innocence prepared to re~ 
venge ~y Injuries. Already the 
Thunder began to rattle over the 
Head of the guilty Don Ferdinand. 
An Infidel to his God, he made no 
Scruple of being fo to his Malter 
and Benefactor. 

Acbmet had a Wife whom he ten .. 
derly loved: Don Ferdi110nd faw her; 
and, feeing, conceived a violent Paf­
fIon for her. Blinded by his Paf­
hon, he did not perceive the immi­
nent Danger which mufi neceffarily 
attend his Declaration. I know not 

• 

by 
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by what Means he obtained a pri­
vate Interview with the fair Zortlic/a 
(that was the Name of the unfor­
tunate Acbmet's Wife); but, how­
ever, they had frequent Intercour[e 
top-ether; in which he fucceedcd fo o -
well, that the cunfented to elope 
with him: A Veifel was fecretly 
purchaied, and other Preparations 
\vere made for their intended Flight. 
It was about Midnight that Zoraida, 
accompanied by a Con.fiti,lllt, was 
to fly to the Arms of her new Lover. 
Already the had efcaped from her 
Huiliand's Houfe, and had even but 
a few Paces farther to go before the 
would have ar(ived at the appointed 
Rendezvous where he waited for 
her, when lhe was ftopt in the very 
Inftant fue was going to embark, 
by the following Means: One of 
the Sailors, whom Don Ferdinand 
had gained over to his Interdl, hap­
pened to quarrel with one of his 
Ship-mates; and refolving to exe­
cute a ProjeB: of Revenge he had 
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formed again11: him, took Advantage 
of the Night to fieal away from t~c 
Ship. He hafiily fought for Achille!, 
and betrayed to him Don FerdinanJ s 
Defign. Tranfported with unbound­
ed Rage at this Intelligence, the 
Moor armed fome of the moll cou­
rageous of his Slaves, and ordered 
them to follow him. 

• 

Led on by the Sailor who came 
to warn him of his impending Mif­
fortune, he foon reached the Ve1fel 
which the faithlefsZoraidawasabout 
to go on board. Ready to die with 
Fear, fhe flung herfelf into the Arms 
of the perfidious Don Ferdinand, 
who, with Scymetar in Hand, feem­
ed refolved his Life fhould be no eafy 
Purchafe; but in vain were his fee­
ble Efforts to fufiain the Attacks of 
his injured Purfuer and his Adhe-

• 

rents. 

Acl1me!, who referved him for an 
txemplary Punithment,. had forbid 

any 
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anyone to give him a morfal Blow; 
which gave him an Opportunity to 
prolong the Combat; but, a Wound 
which he received in his Sword-Arm 
obliging him to let fall his Weapon 
of Defence, he was loaded with 
Chains, and led into the City with 
the Accomplice of his Crime. The 
ruling Prince of Fez being informed 
of the Affair, determined himfClf 
to judge the Criminals. I know 
not on what Occafion they told him 
of the Sufferings I was to have un­
dergone from the cruel Don Ferdi­
nand; the Recital of my Woes ex­
cited his Compaffion, and he order­
ed that I fhould be releafed frem the 
Dungeon wherein I had been Im­
prifoned. He had fentenced the two 
Offenders to be thrown into the 
Flames; and was defirous I ihould 
be a Witnefs of this horrid Sight. 
A Pile was built in the Middle of a 
large Place, where a prodigio~s 
Crowd of People were anembled. 
This fevere Decree was about- to be 

. 
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executed, when, with Tears in my 
Eyes, I threw myfelf at the 1 eet of 
the Moorijh 1 rinee. . 

Generous Prince, {aid I, with a 
Voice'interupted with Sighs, vouch­
fafe fome Pity to my Tears, and ei ... 
ther fpare my Hufband's Life, or let 
me periih with him. Have you. then 
forgot, replied. he, that this fame 
Huiliand, .in whofe Behalf you en;. 
deavour to deprecate my Wrath, ha;s 
·been your cruel Executioner. Ye~, 
Prince, {aid I, I would willingly 
forget it, by reflecting that, as his 
ever faithful \1\1 ife, he is entitled to 
all my Tendernefs; and 'tis that 
T endernefs which will make Ine de­
fcend with him into the Grave, un­
Iefs you condefcend to reftore him 
. to my Prayers. . No, no, returned 
he, tlllnk not that Compaffion wm 
ever make me forget what is due to 
Juftice: I will however, in Pity . .to 
your Tears, abate fomething 0f my 
Severity;. a Death lefs painful thall 

. . be 
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be the Reward of the Traitor's 
Crimes. 

He then made a Sign that they 
fhould fl:rike off his Head, as well 
as that of Zoraida; which was per­
formed before I could perceive it. 
But, what did I endure, at the Sight 
of {uch a horrid SpeCtacle! By the 
moft violent Efforts, I endeavoured 
to get away from th01e who held me : 
I would have flung mylelf upon the 
Body of this unfortunate Lover, who 
notwithfianding all his Barbarity to­
wards me, did not ceafe to be dear , 

in my Efteem. But, fome Slaves 
whom the Prince had ordered to 
carry me into his Palace, oppoied my 
Paffage, and executed their Mafter's 
Orders. For a whole Fortnight, no­
thing could calm the Grie( that o­
verwhelmed me; what Tears did I 
now {bed for the Death of a Man, 
who, when he was alive, had drawn 
as ma~y Floods from my Eyes! The 
Women however, who were ordered 
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to attend me, did what they could 
to alleviate my Sorrow. They con­
gratulated me on the happy Change 
in my Fortune; ince1Tantly remind­
ing me, that I might expeCt every 
Thing from theF avour of the Prince, 
who they {aid had entertained for 
me the moil: inviolable Regard, ;it 
was not difficult for me to perceive 
it; the Diligence every one !hewed 
in preventing my Defires, gave me 
Caufe to apprehend that the. Sight 
of my feeble AttraCtions had made 
[orne Imprefiion on the Heart of the 
young Prince. 

My Fears were but too well 
ground~d. He was not long indeed 
before he made me a Declaration of 
the moil: paffionate and tender Love; 
but, what afforded me forne Confo­
lation, was, that by his manner of 
{peaking he gave me Rea[on to think 
1 had nothing to apprehend from 
his Violen(e; he even affured me, 
that I 1hould remain entirely free, 

with 
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with refpeCl: to my Religion, the 
Duties of which he gave me full 
Liberty to practifc fecretly. JIow­
ever I might be intcrefied to cul­
tivate his good Graces, I could not 
however refolve to amufe him with 
Promifes I never intended to fulfil. 
I recounted to him my Adventures, 
which I concluded with telling him, 
-that the Vows had made to God, 
engaged me to re-enter into that 
State of Life I had quitted; and 
ventured to aik him, if he would 
compleat that Goodnefs of which he 
had already given me [uch generous 
Marks, by permiting me to return 
into Spai11. I could not expect he 
would comply with my Requefi:. 
He accordingly told me frankly, that 
I mufl: not hope he wou~d 10 Coon 
conient to be deprived of the Plea:.. 
fure of feeing me; he would rather 
have Time to try, whether the re­
peated Proofs he lhould give me of 
his Love and Conftancy, would not 

here-



t 62 J 
• 

hereafter get the better of my In~ 
diftcrcnce. 

I was under a Neceffity of per­
nutting his Addrefies; but, what 
contrihuted to rend:r them fupport­
able, was, that he always confined 
his Love within the Bounds of Re­
fpea. I foon became the Difpenfer 
of all his Favours, not one of which 
were denied to my Requeft. The 
~Tomen, who were attach'd to my 
Service, made it their Study to pre­
vent. iny \Vifhes. But thefe, alas! 
remained unfatisfied, for notwith­
ftanding my apparent Felicity, I 
fighed Day and Night for the happy 
Moment that ihould reftore me to 
my Country. 

I had neverthelefs a whole Year 
to wait, before I could fee my Pray­
ers fulfilled; for the Prince had ne­
ver concealed from me, that I was 
not to hope he would confent to 
my Departure before the Time. The 

only 
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only Motive of Confolation I had 
left, was, that} was certain he would 
punttually perform the Promife he 
had made me. Would he have kept 
his Word, if he had known what 
paffed in my Heart? 

Shan I make a fincere Confeffion? 
This Heart could not long continue 
infenfible; the Prince was lovely; a 
Thoufand agreeable Qualifications 
rendered him worthy of my Efieem j 
his Kindnefs deferved the utmoil:Ac­
knowledgment; andhow, with thefe 
lively Sentiments of Gratitude and 
Eil:eem, ihould I be wholly free from 
tnofe of Love? What Violence con­
iequently did I not undergo, in or­
der to diiguife the Eft"etts of my Sen­
fibility? How many Sighs, which 
would have bet1':lyed me, was I not 
obliged to fi:ifle ? . and how often had 
I not Reafon to fear, that this amia-

• 

ble Prince would read in my Eyes 
the Perturbation of my Soul. 

• • 
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Thus was I expofed with him to 

a continual ConfliCt; but how could 
I think that my Zeal for Religion 
would allow me tojoin my Fortunes 
with an Unbeliever? I plainly fore .. 
faw it was to no Purpofe to endea­
vour to convince him of his Error. 
Could I have expected that he would 
ha\Oe facrificed to his Love, his 
Title to a Crown ? Or, that I would 
have facrificed my eternal Salvation 
to any worldly ~njoyment. 

Notwithftanding the fecret Mur­
mours of my growing Love, which 
every Day encreafed, I waited with 
Impatience, till the Prince, whom 
I left defpairillg of Sncceis, fhould 
permit me to return to my native 
Country. The Ardour, with which I 
redoubled my Sollicitations, to ob­
tain my Liberty, fufficiently con­
vinced him that nothing could {hake 
my ConJl:ancy. He therefore yield­
ed to my Entreaties; and that he 
might not be expoied to the Temp-

o 
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tion of detaining me, he did his 
rallion the Violence to deprive him­
felf of the Pleafure of feeing me . 

• 

A few Weeks afterwards he gave 
Orders that Preparations 1hould be 
made for my Departure. This ge­
nerous Prince extended his Bounty 
fo far as to let me know he thought 
it advifeable, that I fhould choofe, 
from among the Women Slaves, a 
Fellow-Traveller; and that my Vir­
tue might not be expofed to Danger, 
I fhould atfume the Habit of a Ca­
valier. 

I prefently made choice of a Com­
panion. . I repofed all my Confi­
dence in the amiable Dorothea, who, 
on her Part, was wholly devoted to 
my Intereft. I was delighted with 
having it in my Power to bring her 
hack again to her own Country, and 
we embarked together in a Mer­
chant Ship bound for Spail1, where 
we are now happily arrived, after 

being 
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being made the Sport of the Winds 
and \\Taves. " 

Thus ended the Narrative of the 
Adventures of the fair .Mirnnda. I 
returned her Thanks for her Com­
plaifance; and as fhe had told me 
that the was determined to rea11ume 
the Veil, I aiked her if fhe intend­
ed. to make-- choice of the Convent 
from "Thich'fhe had ef~aped. ,NO', 
indeed; ,. ' the, for I have 
fo terrible 'aD. Idea of the Monks, 

, 

that I 1hould prefer the Company of 
the moR: abandoned Libertines to 
thofe Wolves in Sheep'~ Cloathi,ng. 

- .. .. . ' 

I commended the Refolutions of 
this young Nun, arid fOlne Adven ... 
tures of Monailic Gallantry, which 
I related to her, contributed not a. 
little to confirm her therein. As 
the only waited to recover her Fa-

" tigue before fhe proceeded on her 
Journey, fhe was pretently in a Ca~ 
pacity of returning to Sc'Ville. I 

took 
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took mv Leave of her; and I received -a thOll(~ll1dAcknowJedc;ments for the ,. 
Ettle Services for whi~h ihe thought 
heddf incicbted to my Compbi­
Lnce. , 

A Letter which I received from 
her, a little \Vhile after her Depar­
ture, informed me, that the Spiri­
tual Direttors of the Abbey fro111 
whence£he eicaped, h:1d been ihame­
fully expelled their Monafrery; and 
that forne pious Ecclefiaftics had 
fucceeded them. She {eemed to re­
joice at fueh an Exc~ange, and af­
{ured me that ilie had now no Ob­
jettion to re-enter the fame Convent, 
becaufe fhe fhould fear no other At­
tacks upon her Virtue. 

In the Anfwer that I returned her, 
I gave her Joy of this fortunate Al­
teration. I acquainted her, how­
ever, that in the Eccldiailical as well 
as the Monaftic State, there were 
feveral compleat Matters of Gallan-

trv, 
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try, with this Difference only, that 
the one had more Delicacy than the 
oth.er. 

Whether 111e profited by my In­
for mation I could never learn; for 
I never received any An{wer to my 
Letter. 

• 

• 

• • 
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