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Mass Incarceration in the United States 



The Numbers 

• According to the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU): 

• The US Prison Population rose 700% from 1970 to 2005 a rate 

far outpacing the general population growth and crime.  

• 1 in every 106 white males age 18 or older is incarcerated

• 1 in every 15 Black Males age 18 or older is incarcerated 



The New Jim Crow 
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War On Drugs

• Officially started with Nixon 

• Roots date back to the anti-opium 

drug laws in 1875

• Political Strategy to win votes

• Ford and Carter were neutral

• Reagan administration1981-89

• Military involvement

• Anti-drug abuse Act

• ONDCP

• First Lady 

• DARE, “Just Say No”



Drug Control at the State Level

• Drug control has been the responsibility of the State and 

the federal government only just recently intervened with 

the policies that accompanied the “War on Drugs”

• Jim Crow laws were on state level and Civil Rights 

policies were federal

• Reason why they were so hard to abolish



Why Wisconsin?



Government statistics

• I consulted the five major 

databases:

• Bureau of Justice 

Statistics(BJS)

• The United States Census 

Bureau

• The Wisconsin State 

Department of Corrects 

(D.O.C.)

• The State Legislative Fiscal 

Bureau

• The Source Book of Federal 

Sentencing 



BJS & Census

• The BJS offers five major sub-databases that include 

• Arrest Data Analysis Tool

• FBI Uniform Crime Reports(UCR)

• Federal Criminal Case Processing Statistics(FCCPS)

• The National victimization analysis tool(NCVS)

• The Prisoner Recidivism Analysis Tool 

• The Census



Wisconsin D.O.C.

• Reported that :

• Males 53% were White, 43% were Black, 3% were American Indian or 

American Native, and 1% were Asian or Pacific Islander. 

• Females they reported 65% were White, 29% were Black, 5% were 

American Indian or American Native, and finally 1% were Asian or Pacific 

Islander. 

• Of all of these totals they reported 9% were of “Hispanic Origin” 



Wisconsin Fiscal Paper



Federal Sentencing Commission





Media Coverage

• The New York Times

• “A Country of Inmates”

• “More than 60 percent of the United States’ prisoners are black or Hispanic, though these 

groups comprise less than 30 percent of the population”

• The Nation

• “ ...Grossly disproportionate incarceration of people of color”

• Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

• The Zimmerman verdict: It's time to wake the hell up

• “...the so-called War on Drugs used for the mass incarceration of black men”

• Mass incarceration of black males must stop



Results

• White Black Binary in American legal system

• Underrepresentation of Latino/a populations

• Tom Romero

• Hernandez v Texas 1954

• Discrimination on ethnic and class level

• Keyes vs School District No. 1 1973

• Denver, Colorodo

• Black is representative of all minorities



Limitations and Implications for Future Research

• Latino/a are a diverse group 

• Insufficient Data

• How do we acquire it?
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