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Lady’s Drawing R oom.

DAY the FirsT.

HERE is no Place whatever, in
which the lLadies have fo much the
Opportunity of fhewing themfelves

to Advantage, as in their own Draw-
w10 Reoms. Beauty, indeed, will force its
Way to Admiration, in the Park, the Opera,
or Play-houfe ; but then the handfome 7Zdeot
and the /Zoman of 777t are on the fame Foot :
It is thro’ the Ear alone the Soul can judge of
real Merit, and the Man who permits his E;e

to be the Difpofer of his Heart, will often have
Caufe to be afhamed of his Want of Penctra-
tion. But when a .adv embeallithes her Charmes
with an agreeable Manner of Converfation and
good Humour, the Conqueft the makes will

not only be laftiny, but the Lover, tho’ he
fhould even happen to be rejected, will glory
in hus Chains,
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It is not, however, every Lady that has the
Happinefs to think this Way. Beauty is
apt to depend roo much on itfelf, and the who
is poflefs’d of any great Share of it, or ima-
oines fhe is fo, too often thinks 1t beneath her
Care to difplay thofe more truly valuable "I'a-
lents fhe has receiv’d from Nature ; and hence
1t 1s, not from Want of Ability, but Want of
Confideration, that we are ordinarily enter-
tain’d with Subjeéts fo little worthy of Atten-
tion, in the Circles of the Fair. A new Mode
i Drefs, the Improvements made in it by
fome, and the Difadvantage it 1s to others to
follow it too clofely, fhall perhaps take up a
whole Evening in one Dyawing Room ; while 1n
another, Cards engrofs the Aflembly : In the
latter, fcalcc a Word i1s to be heard, but in the
¥aces of thofe that play there arc frequ ently fuch
Paflions delineated as are little to their Advan-
tage ; in a third, you find more Speakers
than Hearers.——Scmz new broach’d Scandal is
on foot, and all are eager to give the firlt Infor-
mation. Here the Curious have a full Opportu-
nity of gratifying their favourite Paffion, witha
Detail of the Iutrigues of the whole Town.
The love-fick Mdld the wanton Wife, or
amorous Widow cannot be guilty of the leaft
falfe Step, which falls not under the Obferv-
ance of thofe Criticks in Fame. The feem-
ingly uxorious Hufband, who in all Company
extols the Merit of his Wiie, and talks of no-
thing but their mutual Fondnefs, cannot keep
his Amour with her Chambermaid undifcover’d
by the prying Eyes of this Cabal. The
new wedded Bride, cover’d with Blufhes, Llllld

WO




The Lady's Drawing Room, 3

who fcems to tremble at the Approach of
Night, cannot prevent, with all her Care,
thele inquifitive Ileerers from examining her
pait Condudt. Nor the Beau, with a
fp]end:d Equipage, and no Eftate, pafs here
without the moft {trict Scrutlny into the
Means by which his Grandeur is fupported.
alfe Hair, fine Cofmetick, or any
other Affiftant to Beauty laid on with fo much
Art, that the rival Belle cannot diftinguifh it
from natural? In fine, is there any Irre-
gularity in Condudt, any Indecorum in
Behaviour or Drefs, any Defedt in Beauty
which is not here fully expatiated upon ? Scan-
dal and Ridicule feemm here to reign with un-
contefted Sway, and but rarely fuffer the In-
trufion of any other Topick of Converfation.

Thus, in moft Drawing Rooms, do the La-
dies either conceal their Wit, or proftitute 1t
to Subjelts utterly unworthy of it.

Not fo at the incomparable £thclinda’s
Ethelinda, endued by Heaven and Nature with
Beauty to command all Hearts, and who of
all her Sex ftands leaft in Need oft Lancuage
to make known the Perfeltions of her Mind!
her Eyes alone are fufficient Teftimonics
of that everlaftine Spring of Wit which feeds
thetr radiant Fires ; the fweet Compofure
which fits on every fine turn’d Ieature, fpeaks
the angelick Harmony that reigns within her

Iulﬂ.‘, and that Majefty which is infeparable
from her whele Perfon, declares the Dignity
of her Sentiments, without the Aid of Words ;
yet does not this great and amiable Lady dif-
dain to improve her Charms by an clerant
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Converfation with thofe fhe permits to fce her ;
for tho” once the Pride and Darling of a Court
fhe was born to ornament, fhe now avoids 2l
Courts, and from the giddy Pomp, fo dazzling
to little Minds, and Noife and Hurry of a tu-
multuous titled Throng, retires to indulge true
Happinefs among a fele€ted Few in her own
Drawing Reom.

All idle Cercmonies, all Cards, all
rcandal are banifh’d hence. Wit and good
Humour are the only Things in Fathion here:
‘T'he fine Senfe of Kthelinda is too well known
for any one, not utterly loft in his own Vuni-
ty, to utter before her thofe Impertinencies
which pafs well enough, nay, and are fome-
times applauded in other Drawing Rooms, and
the Sweetnefs of her Difpofition too confpicu-
ous for any one to hold an Argument in her
Company to the Prejudice of an abfent Per-
fon. None can be pofifefs’d of a Virtue
which her harmonious Teongue does not mag-
nify ; or a Fault which fhe does not fhadow
over by enhancing the Value of {ome good
QQuality in the Perfon guilty of it. She ex-
cufes the ZVhims of the Viriusfo, on Account
of his Philofophy. T'ne Fani:y of the Poet,
for the Sake of his good Verfes. The Aufie-
rity of the Prude, in Refpect to the Virtue {he
aflumes ; and even the AfefZation of the Coguet,
for the Diverfion the affords the G:mpany. Rarely
indeed do an, of thefe find Place in her Circle ;
but when by Chance they do in a manner
force themfelves into ity they are treated by
her, while prefent, with a Sweetnefs and Af-
fability which hinders them from fecing how

difpleaiing

E'ﬁ
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difpleafing their Foibles are to her, and after
they are gone, fhe either not mentions them at
all. or with the Lenity I have fard.

I had the Honour fome T'ime ago to be in-
troduced, by a particular Friend, into this
Theatre of Politenefs, and was rcceived by
the charming Lihclinda with that enchanting
Condefcention fhe always behaves with to her
Inferiors, in order to remove that Conftraint
her high Birth might otherwife lay them under,
and deprive them of that Frcedom of Speech
which is the Life of Converfition.

We went too carly to find much Company
there ; except the Sopha on which the admia-
ble £'thel nde was {eated, there viere but three
Plices taken up. The one by Pliletes, a
Gentlenan than whom there is fecarce to be
found a Perfon more accomplin’®d, that has a
greater Capacity, or a Tulte more refin’d.
He was then juft arriv’d at thofc Years which
look back with Shame on the Inadvertencies
of a grecen Youth, and far {recm thofe which
threaten a Decay of Vigour or Underftanding :
He can be grave w:tlmut Auiterity, a pl;un
Speaker without Bluntncfs ; and gay, without
dcrogating from that Dignity of Sentiment fand
Behaviour {o neccfiary to give Weight to
Words, and to command Refpelt. The
fecond was ill’d by Dorintbus, a Man of Qua-
lity, but infnitely more diftinguifhi’d for the
Exccllency of his Morals, and fine Breeding,
than for his Rank. The Third of this
amiable Company was Bellimente, by fome
call’d the Lovely, by others the 727ty ¢ >’ Tis cer-
tain, indeed, fhe fo well deferves both thefe
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Appellations, that ’tis dificult to determine in
which of them fhe moflt outfhines the Genera-
lity of her Sex. ‘T'hat Friend to whofe Inte-
reft T was indebted for my Admiflion is call’d
Ariffe, and the Deference I found here paid
him, convinced me that he was no lefs defer-
ving than I had always believed him to be. As
foon as the firlt Compliments were over, and
we had feated ourfelves : Ariffo, {aid Ethelinde
to him with a Smile, we were entering into =z
Difcourfe of the Paffions : Pray, favour us
with your Opmion, which of them it is that
renders a Perfon moft obnoxious to Scciety ;
and confequently, which it 1s a generous Mind
ought chiefly to guard itfelf againft ?

As I know not, Madam, anfwer'd he, on
what Occafion this Argument was firft {tarted,
it will be very difficult for me to draw any
Conclufion. -Much may be faid both for and
againf{t all the Paffions, it we confider the good
and bad Confequences each of them fome-
times produce ; but for my Part, I am fo far
from being an Enemy to thofe Lmotlons of
the Soul, which are call’d the Paflions, that [
think, wirhout them, we fthould be dull, {pi-
ritlefs Creatures, and incapable of every Tocial
Virtue.

Ariflo is in the right, rejoin’d Philctes, it
15 to the Inftizations of the Paflions that we
owe all the great and generous Acdlions that
have been donec in the World., Even Virtue
would be cold, and wec fhould aét but faintly
in her Caufc, were we not animated by fome-
what more than barely the Performance of a

Duty. The Stoicks, who boaft of fubduing
aul
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all the Motions incident to Humanity, arc but
a four, ill-natur’d Sct of Mortals, neither
happy in themfclves, nor capable of making
others {o . T'hey content themfelves with
doing no Mifchief in the World, without ever
attempting any Adtion which might be of Ser-
vice cither to Mankind in general, or the Com-
monwealth n particular, of which they arc
unworthy Members.

It muft be a bud Caufe indeed, faid Bo/li-
mantcy, laughing, that fo much Wit cannot
defend 3 but all you can zlledge will never
convince me, that even that Inachivity you
mention 15 not to be preferi’d to thofe Difor-
ders, and Irregularities, which are excited by the
Paflions.

Doubtlefs, Madam, reply’d Dorinthus, as
it 1s better not to beat rithan to be Wicked,
{o it is better to have no Paflions, than fuch as
i their Eftelt, arc pernicious to Society ;3 but
this I do not look upon to be the Fault of the
Paflions themfelves, but of the Extravagance
or Corruption of the Heart that harbours
them., Every /irtue, when carried beyond
a certain Limit, becomes a Vice. T'hofe
{itrong Propenfities, thofe Decflires which are
born with us, are certainly implanted in our
Minds, in order to invigorate the Profecution
cf praife-worthy Aims ; {o that i1t 1s not the
Paffions, but the Bent we give them, which
occaltons all the Mifchief complain’d of.
What is Ambition, but a noble T hirft of Glo-
ryv, and a Wifh to attain the Reward due to
the great Adtion it infpires us to attempt ?
W ithout this, what General would expofe his

B 4 Blood
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Blood ? What Statefmrn wafte his Labours for

his Country’s Service ! But when the Point in
View is gain’d, and the {till reftlefs Mind wants
fomething more, and flys to unwarrantable
Mezns to fatisfy its Cravings ; then does Am-
bition become dangerous, and often involves
not only the Perfon thus actuated, but whele
Kingdoms in Confufion. ‘The fame may be
faid of all the Pafficns. ven Kroy, the
wor{t and bafett Emotion of the Mind, has
its Rile from Emulaticny than which there can-
not be a greater Incentive to laudable Adtions :
So that, in fine; all Paftions regulated by Vir-
tue, become fo many Ornaments to i1t, as thofo
under the Direftion of a vicious Inchnation,
are fo many Engines of Ruin, Confulion, and
Pefiruion.

What Dorinthus bas faid on this Head, re-
ply’d £thelirida, carries a Sclf-csnvillion with
1it, and one cannot, without being wholly ig-
norant of what paiicsin cne’s own Mind, deny
the Truth ¢f it. But, fince all the Paffions,
tho’ cver fo laudable in themilves, are liable
to bring us into Inconveaniencies, by being too
much tndulg’d ; I muft return to my former
Queftion, which of them it moit bchoves us
to keep within its due Bounds ?

Tho’ the lexft qualified of this Company,
faid Arido, to give the luftiious Ettelinda the
Satisfaction fhe defires, yet as the Quettion was
firft put to me, I will take upon me to anfwer,
that in this Cafe, no definitive Rule can be
admitted ; Circumitances and Conftitution
make a wide Ditference. For Example, the
Nlan cold and pblegamatick by Nature, would

hind
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find little Advantage in mortifying thofe tras-
SJeent and fammt Inclinations, which now and
tuen forze him, on the Sight of a beawt:ful
[ oman. Nor would the World be a Whit
the happier, fhould the Wretch, born to com-
mand only bis Dog, endeavour to moderate fome
Defties he mav poflibly tecel within himfelf to
lord 1t over his Fcllow Subjedls. To the
Princes, and the great Ones of the Earth, and
iu hne, to all who have the Pswer to opprefs, it
belongs to quell thofe Seeds of Tyrarny, which
cife imight render  thofe beneuath them mifer-
able. To the warm and funguine Complec-
ticn, 1t belongs to curb thofe violent Emotions
which are called Lowe. In the fame Man-
ner you may reafon on all the Paffions.
Every one knows beft to what his Nature is
moft prone, and how far he has the Means of
projudicing others, by pleafing himfelf 5 and it is
that fawvourite Inclination, to whatfoever Object
it tends, that we are moft to guard againft ; for
even Devotion may become a Crime, when the
Y xcefs degeneratesinto Superflition or Enthufiam.

You have anfwer’d in the Manner I ex-
peCted, return’d LFtholinda, and I am glad to find
a Perfon of Ariflo’s allow’d good Underftand-
ing, of the fame Way of thinking with mv-
fclt.  But, continucd fhe, tho> I asrce with
you in the main Peinty, methinks you afcribe
rather too much to Conflitution, and therchy
d ninith the Merit of good Actions, as well as
foften that Averiton we cught always to con-
cave for ¢/ ¢nes.

Pardon me, Madam, refumed he, hattily ;
I only faid that Conftitution may incline ws

B s {trongly
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ftrongly, but not compel us to any Thing.e—
We have Reafon given us to difcover the
weak Part in our Minds, and to call in the
Afliftance of Virtue to fortify it. So that
the Errors our Inadvertency plunges us into,
find no Shadow of Excufe from my Argu-
ment.

'T'his 1s clearing vourfelf but by Halves of the
Injuftice Ethelinda has charg’d you with, faid
Beliimante ; for if Errors ind no Excufe from
Conftitution, the Good arifing from it lofes
alfo 1ts Merit, and to have regular and
innocent Inclinations 1s rather a Blefling than
a Virtue. Indeed, Ariffo, human Nature
1s Jittle obliged to you, for pretending to aflerc
1t muft have a corrupt and vicious Propenfity,
in order to deferve the Name of virtuous.

F

O Madam, cried Philetes, you refine too -

much on' the Argument; I dare undertake to
anfwer for Ariffo, that he never meant true
Virtue could alone be prov’d by f{ubduing a
Propenfity to vile Adctions. There 1s no
Neceflity a Man fhould be born with the Incli-

nations of Socrates, to merit the Praifes given

to that Philofopher for his Virtue. Perfection

is not the Portion of Flefh and Blood ; and
as we all have fome things in us to corredt,
whoever is capable of doing that, wants
nothing of confummate Virtue. Of this,
Madam, continued he, bowing to Béllimaite,
I need go no turther than yourfclt for a Proot.
I am certain you never look in your Glals
without beholding Charms which might, in
a manner, authorife your Contempt of cvery

thing you can {ee out of it; yet with what
Sweetnefs
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Sweetnefs, what Affabilify do you treat all
the World! And fhall any one prefume
to fay this is not Virtuc in you ! A Sclf-
denial, which, 1t muit be own’d, equals all
that can be faid of the T'emperance of Scipio,
or that other great Conqucror, who, tho” pe-
rithing for Thirft, refus’d the proferr’d Cup,
becaufe 1t contained not {ufficient for his whole
Army to participate.

Bellimante blufh’d exceflively, and Ethelinda
Jaugh’d at -the Turn Philetes had given to
this Difpute. Ariffo, who began to think
he had gone too far, and was poflibly a little
perplex’d how to bring himfelf handfomely
oft, thank’d him for this {cafonable Rclief ;
and the Converfation had doubtlefs continued
longer on this Hecad, if a titled Coxcomb
had not that Moment roll’d mto the Room,
and, with an Innundation of Impertinence, in-
terrupted the Current of good Senfe. He had
been that Morning at the Rehiearfal of a new
Play, and we were tciz’d ncar three- quar-
ters of an Hour with his ridiculous Remarks
on the Scenery, the Plot, and Di&ion. The
Poet, it {fcems, had not confulted him in the
Aftair, and he was refolv’d to damn 1t, at
leaft in the Opinion of thofe to whom his Qua-
lity gave a Sanétion to his Judement. Had
any one been mchned to take the Part of either
the Work or Author, it had been impoflible,
without bemy poflefs’d of an cqual Share both
of Atiurance and Volubilityy to intreduce one
fimale Word of Contradiction; and ’us pro-
bable his unweary’d Tongue wou'd have run

on, for a confiderable Time, in the fume Man-
LCr
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ner it had begun, if we had not been reliev’d
by the Entrance of a Gentleman whom E'thc-
linda not having feen for a great While, re-

ceiv’d with cxtmmdmary Muarks of Satisfac-
tion ; on which his Lordfhip, who poflibly came
more out of refpedt to her Quality than Merit,
tood his Leave.

The Perfon to whom we were indebted
for this Eafe, was of an advanced Age, but
had all the Sprightlinefs of Youth, without its
Levity ; of a moft araceful Appearance, and as
I afterwards heard, was not only poflefs’d af
one of the grcatcﬁ Eftates in the Kingdom, but
alfo of a Difpofition to make the beft Ufe of
it.  T'his it was which gain’d him fo much the
Efteem of the excellent Ethelinda, that there
was few, if any of her Acquaintance, for whom
fhe had a greater Value.

After chiding him, in the moft obliging
Manner, for his long Abfence, fhe told him
there was no other Way to expiate his Qffence,
than by a faithful Confeflion of the Motives
which had render’d him guilty of it.

How infinitely agreeable are all the Tafks
impos’d by thc amiable Eibelinda, cry’d he!
What I have to fay will not only be a Plcafurc
to myfelf in the Repetition, but alfo, for its
Singularity, afford {fome kntertainment to thofe
who hcar me.

The
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The Hiftory of RO D O MO N D,

AND THE

BeavrTirvr INDIAN.

O U may remember, Madam, faid this
worthy Perfon, addrefling himfelf to Ethe-
linda, that [ have fometimes made Mention of
a Friend who was very dear to me. He was
the Companion of my Youth, and when
both arriv’d at Maturity, were as feldom apart
as our different Avocations would permit. He
was once Mafter of a competent Eftate;
but vexatious Law-{uits, with fome other
Misfortunes in the Family, deprived him of it ;
and fome Y cars before his Death, his only De-
pendance was a Poft he held about the King's
Perfon. 'Thofe Agonies, which Nature feels
at an approaching Dillolution, were greatly
heighten’d by the Re. ection, that he mufit leave
three Sons, the clde{t of whom had not then
feen feven Years, entirely unprovided for: I
was fo unhappy as to be out of the Kingdom
when he died, and at my Return found thfe
poor Orphans deftitude indeed. Relations
they had, and fome in whofe Pewer 1t was to
have protected them ; but Friendlliip does not
always follow Blood, and had not my Afnft-
ance {eafonably interpos’d between them and V-
feryv, I know not to what i<xtremes thetr Lelp-
lefs Infancy might have been reduccd.
In fine, I took them under my Care; difpos’d-
them
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them in a proper Monner, and did for theny
what [ fhould have cexpelled their Father
would have done to Children of mine, 1f n
the fame Situation. As they grew up, I made
it my Buflinels to obferve their different Incli-
iations, and what Profeflion each of them
wou’d beft become, and be moft likely to
fucceed 1n. T'he cldeft difcover’d a mar-
tial Genius 3 fo I procur’d him a Pair of Co-
lours, and he is fince promoted to be a Captain.
His next Brother, being of a grave and feden-
tery Nature, I fent to the Univerfity, where
he foon made a great Progrefs in the Study of
Phvfick. The Third had Talents ninre
adapted to Bufinefs than either of the others,
and I found took an extreme Delight in read-
ing and talking of mercantile Aftairs; I ufed
my Interelt with {ome of the Direltors of the
Eafl-Ind:a Company, and got him fent over
to one of their Faftories. ‘The Recommen-
dations he carrted with him, and the gentecl
Manner in which I took Care he fhould ap-
pear, engaged a very obliging Reception from
the (Governor, and all the Gentlemen on the
Coaft, which T was olad to hear his own Re-
haviour afterwards improv’d into a more than
ordinary Kegard. As he went cxtremely
young, he became what they call a junior
Merchant before he was One and Twenty
and frem the Time that he beran to trade
for hunfelf, was fuccelsfiil beyond Expedta-
tion. Every Ship that arriv’d from thofc
Parts broucht me Intchrff_ncc of fome new
‘Acccflion of cood Fo rtune ; and it is certain
that in lefs than fix Years, he found hunfell

Madfter
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Mafter of Twenty Thoufand Pounds: It was

however his Intereft to ftay fome T'ime longer
in a Place he found fo advantaccous to him,
and I expeéted nothing lefs than to fee him,
when laft Week I receiv’d a Letter from him
dated at Deal. As 1t was extreamnly
fhort, I believe my Memory will ferve me to
repcat it.——I think it contain’d thefe Lines.

§ I R,

The moft extrasrdinary Accident in the TFVorld
seturns me to my Native Country fome Years [ooner
than I defign’d. I am but this Moment ar-
ri’d, and find the Stage juf? ff:fz‘z'ng ot for I.on-
don, [o muft defer an Explanaticn of my Affairs
till I have the Honour and Happinefs of throtw-
ing myfclf at your Fect, to beg the Continuance of
that Goodnefs to which I owe all that I am, and
which I fhall never ceafe to acknowledee by all
Aéts of Gratitude, Duty and Veneration, ’till 7

ft‘aﬁ ra &L’:

RODOMOND.

The Surprife this Letter gave me on furft
Reading, and the Impatience that fucceeded
1it, were more {trong than i1s ufual ina Man
of my Years ; but I muft own, that though I
took an equal Cuare of all the Children of my
deceas’d Friend, yet this Rodomond more par-
ticularly fhared my Tendernefs.———He had
difcover’d i his Infant Y ears fuch a Sweetnefs
of Dilpolition, as had always mtereited my
Aftections 1n his Behalf, and I know not 1if

I were happy enough to have fuch a Son,
whether
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whether it were peflible for me to love him
more.

At length he came, and receiv’d the Em-
braces I guve him with a Politenels which one
night rather have expcedted from a young Man
bred up mm a Court, than in aFaltory of Mer-
chants ; but indeed we, who happen to be
born to Eftates, and have nothing to do but
to mmprove our Minds, are apt to be a little
to» tenacious of that Advantage, and 1magine
that Cummerce and Good Adanners are Things
incompatible ; whereas nothing can be more
unjuft. Moft Merchants are the younger
Qons of good Families, often have Rela-
tions in the higheft Rank, with whom they
converfe, and 1 fee no Reafon w hy, being em-
ploy’d in a Bufinefs, which is in itfelf the
Strength and Glory of this Kingdom, fhould
make them derogate from that genteel Turn of
Bechaviour inculcated in their Childhood.
We have many prefent Inftances that a Mer-
chant may be a fine Gentleman, and of thofe
who a&t 1in a Manner which it were to be
wifh’d fome in a fuperior Sphere would endeca-
vour to imitate. Thofe Gentlemen, indeed,
who, like Rodomend, are fent Young into our
Colonites abroad, cannot be faid to have many
Opportunities of improving themfeclves in the
poiiter Studies ; therefore that ke 1s {o well quit-
lthed for Converfation, is the more to be ap-
plauded n him, as he owes it merely to Nature,
and thzt happy Prepenfity which dire@ed him
to make Choice of thofe, for the Companions
of his leifure Hours, with whom he could be in
no danger of lofing what he had learn’d in L»g-
lend. I
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I have alrecady confefs’d, continued he, that
this young Mecrchant is very dear to me, there-
fore you’ll pardon the Overflowings of my Feart
in this Dicreflicn ; but I ovght to conlider be-
tore whom I fpeak, and that it is wish other
ANatcers than an old Man’s Fondnefs I thould
citertain this Company.

Fere I could perceive feveral Mouths were
open to afiure him that what he faid ftood m
need of no Apology s but he went on and they
would not meerrupt him.

After the fult Demonflrations, purfued he,
of Refpedt and Gratitude on his Part, and Ten-
dernels on mine, were a little over, I began
to queltion him on the Motives of his Return;
gt that I blamed bhum for it, as I told him,
Dbecaule I thoupht he bad already acquir’d a
Yortune {ufiicient to content any Man that

-5 not avarit.ous 3 but as his laft Letter {rom
the Judies had declar’d a Refolution of conti-
‘nuaine there fome Time, I had an Impaucence
to know what had -swrought {fo great a Change
an Lis Sentients. On which he gave me the
"Acceonnt I expedled from him, in thefe or the
Jike Words.

On my firlt Arrival at Bombay, I was too
young to bc made a Companion for thofe of
riper Yearsy; and im my Nature rather too f{e-
rivus to p._dtuLL the Diverfions of thofe who
voere nearer my own Age;  {o pals’d molt of
thofe Hours I could fpare from the Service of
the Cum')m',f, in learning the Adilayan Lan-
guaze, i which I became o oreat a IProfi-
cient in a fhort T ime, that I could converle
‘with the Natives with as much Eafe as if |

had
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had been born among them. I cannot fay ]
forefaw any great Advantages would accrue to
me by this Study ;3 but it afforded me, at tha
T'ime, a good deal of Pleafure to inform my-
{elf concerning the Religion, the Faws, the
Cuitoms, and the Humours ot the People T was
amone, 1n a more particular Manner than |
could ¢lfe have been.

It prov'd, however, of much more Confe-
quence than I expcired; for our Interpreic
dyinz, the Cempany fufrer’d greatly by buing
oblig’d to truft to the fudrans, This 1 percers’d,
and as the Governor, and indeed all the Gentle-
men of the Faftory had been extrecamly obliz-
ing, to me, I was prevail’d upon, by my own
Inclinations as well as their Entreaties, to tale
upon me that Oihkce, which I no fooner did,
than 1 deteéted feveralImpofitions, obliged thofs
who had been guilty of them to maxke Allow-
ances i the next Barcam ; and, I may venture
to {ay, fav’d the Company above an Hundred
"Thoulznd Pounds in two Years T'ime.

This, bir, endear’d me very much to the
Fallory 3 but it render’d me fo hateful to th
Natives, who before lov’d me, that they re
folv’d, at any Rate, to get rid of a Perfon wio
depriv’d them of making thofe Advantage
they would otherwife have done.

It was my Cuftom cvery Morning to rul

out before the Heat of the Day came on, wnl,
as I fufpelted no Treachery, went frequenti
alone, and {ometimes would make an Excur
hon feveral Miles into the Country.

T'his Dependance had  like to have provi

fatal to me.  In ong of thofe Alrings, as 1 we
I e
padil;

N
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,éaﬂing by the Side of a thick Wood, in which
that Country very much abounds, the Bridle
of mv Horfe hang'nz carelelly over the Punmi-
mel of the Saddle, and my Mind entirelv taken
up with a Book I hal in my Hand, I heard
the Sound of feveral Voices, and on a fudden
found myfelf incompafs’d by five Men, arm’d
with Cutlafles, who, without {peaking a Word
t me, {ciz’d me, dragz’d me ot my Horfe,
bound me Hand and lroot, and ty’d me on
one of their own Horfes, while one of them
mounted mine, and rode away with lum. As
1 was entirely unarm’d, 1t was in vain to at-
tempt any Relifrance : All 1 could do was to
allke the NMeaning of this {trange Ufage ; what
was their Delign, and how I had ofteaded
their Mafter, for I knew two of them to be
Servants to a LBanyan with whom I had a parti-
culir Acquaintance, and who had always ex-
prefs’d a more than ordinary Friendfhip for me.
But there 1s no trufting to the Profcflions of
thofe People ; they frequently feem moft kind
when they have molt the Intention of deftroy-
inz, and no liking of a Perfon 1s fufficient to
prevent them from {ecking his Ruin, when their
own Intereft comes in Place.

. T'hey made no An{wer to any of my Quef-
tions, nor {ecem’d the leaft wTefted with the
Remonftrances I made of the Injuftice, and
Cruelty they were guilty of, in treating an in-
nocent Man in this Manner ; and when I found
thcy made their Way with me into the Wood,
I expecied nothing but immediate Death,
iFand that this was the Place where my Tra-
gedy mult be acted ; but [ foon found they had
| other
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cther Orders, and contenting themfelves with
pmm*: through one Cﬁrm_r of it, carry’d me
diredtly to the Hoifz of the Banyasn, where tiicy
thre v me mto a Hole, which had but suit Lis
cnourn to thew me tl Horriblenels of it 3 and
there left me bound in the fame Manner I have
coiertd,

I would bz d:f3cuit, Siry oon<ianted he, to
ke vou funhtie of what I felt in this Situa-
t‘7Gi1 3 none but thofe who have incvitalls
ticath {tare them 1in the Face, can he able
concetve it, 1 mult confels I wanted both For
t:tude and Pationce. I thought 1t hard
dve 2t my Years, and i the Fulnefs
Swenvth and Vioour, and yet harder to
a (uacrifice to the Craeloy of thefe Barbusian,
—-—1] accus’d myiell of Cowardice and Stupr-
dity, that I nad noty by oppoling the Wretciw
wlio kid hold ot me, provok’®d them to end ne
at cnce, rather than have fuffer’d them w
brinz me where my IFate was to be no lefs cor
tain, and periaps more dreadiul than it coull
have been Dby their Weapons Amidft the!:
fad Refe&ions, not one flattering Idea rofe
"There was, indeed, not the leaft Room ta
hope I could make my Efcape, bound as i
was, and under the Roof of cne who I migls

vel judeoe had not taken this Pains to have m:
in his Power to leave me any Pofiibility ¢
getting out of it ; and I was giving way tu:
Defpairy, which wmlld have been higlly crr
miral 1n one who ought to have rem2mber'
nothing 1s impolible to IDivine Providence
when all at ence [Haw the Shadow of fomething
at the Eatrance oi my Cavern, and hcard

o
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Voice cry, Redsmond. 1 look’d up, and per-
ceiv’d, from the horrible D¢pth in which I was
plung’d, that it was a Woman that fpoke to
me. Rodosmond, continucd the, my Heart
is pierced with Shame and Sorrow at the
Cruelty of my Father. He is dttcrmin’d
to kill you ; it 1s, he thinks, a Service he
owes his Country, and the Moment he returns
from the Town, where one of the Scirvants is
now gone to acquaint him with your beinX
taken, is defign’d to be the lait of your L.ife.

Here fhe ceas’d to {peak, and I could calily
perceive, by the Sound of her Voice, that it
was her Tears put a Stop to her Words. I had
often feen this young Maid, and thought her
cxtreamly ami:n.blf:, but had no Acquaintance
with her ; and the Pity fhe feem’d to feel for
my Diftrefs, added to the advantageous Idea I
had before of her. I was about ia}mrr fome-
thing that might exprefs my Gratitude, when
dhe, having recover’d herfelf a little, refumed
hcr Difcourfe in thefe Terms :
. I flatter myfelf, faid fhe, it 1s in my Power
to fave you ; but no I'ime is to be loit in the
A ttempt. Y ou muft therefore bind your-
{clf by a folemn Vow, to perform three Things
1 thall injoin 3 which, if you confent to do, be
aliur’d I will either preferve, or perith with you.
I then toll her, That I fhould cver lcok
upon her as my Guardian Angel ;3 that 1
wouldl bind mvfelf eternally to her Service,
and refufe no Command the fhould lay upon
ine, provided Obedience was not inconfiftent

ith my Duty to Hcaven, or what I ow’d to

y own Homnour,

1):d
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Did I think you capable of infringing either,
anfwer’d this charming Maid, [ would not
run the Hazard I now do to fave you. But
to eafc you of all Apprehenfions on that Score,
know the Articles which I require your firié
Performance of are thefe: Firft, If I am {
fortunate to deliver you from my Father’
Power, you fhall never be publickly feen again

in Bombay, but quit the Place with all poffible -

Expedition ; and as I cannot hope to be for-
given what I do for you, make me the Parner
of your Flight. Sccondlv, "T"hat durinn
the Voyage, and on your Arrival in your Coun-
try, or wherever you fhall think fit to go,
you will never make any Attempts on my Vi.
tue, either by Perfuafions or Force, but fuffe
mec to live in the Way 1 thall chufe,.
And Laftly, That you will make no Difco-
very of my Iather’s T'reachery, in order to
draw on him the Revenge of your Country-
men, but keep what has pafs’d an inviolabls
Scceret.

With thefe Words fthe gave over fpeakinr,
expelting me to reply, which I did in thi
Manner : The two Firft of your Demands are
too agreeable to my own Inclinations and Prin-
crplc‘: not to be readily agreed to; but the Laf
1s more difficult : I fhall, however not hefitue
to forgive, and bury in ‘SianCL il th:. Faults ¢
the Father, in Confideration of the Dfiuﬁhtu
Ments, and the Oblications fhe lays me under

and here invoke that Power, we Lur a;"m.

worfhip, to blefs me as I obferve, with the
utmoft Exa&tnels and Fldtllt"l" what is now re-
quir’d of me.
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I am fatisfied faid fthe, and now behold the
Contrivance I have form’d for you ; with this
{he ftruck a Flint upon a Steel, and fettinz a
Rundle of Stmw {he had broufrht with her for
that Purpofe, on Fire, threw it down to mec;
be not alarm’d, faid fhe, but let it burn the
Cords that tye your Hands,—a little Scorch-
ine will be the worft that can befal you ; for
when the Fire has done its Work, I have Wa-
ter here to pour down, and prevent it from
coing farther than is neceffary.

[ cannot f{ay, but the Method appear’d fome-
what cxtmorqurv, and the Blaze in that
narrow Cavern very terrifying 5 but my Con-
dition was dcfperate, and I roll’d myfclty as well
as I could towards that Part where the Fire
avas, and continued ’till not only the Cords,
but my Cloaths were on Fire.  As foon as
mv Hands and Iect were at Libertv, I tore
of my Coat, and being then able to {ftand up-
richt, ftamp’d upon the Blaze ’till I entirely
c:\tm;u]ﬂ} d 1t without the Hcelp of the Pair
Judiai’s Bucket, which fhe however empty’d
to prevent any Dangzer from its rekindling be-
fore I was got out, which ftll feem'd to me an
ml’upcmble DIH‘ICIIITCV confidering the Heroht I
‘was to clamber; but my Proteétrefs had pro-
wvided alfo an E\ncd:ent for thisy {he had
brouzht with her a Rope of arcat Strength,
and Thicknefs, 1n which fmwnf‘r made {¢ 'Lml
‘Noofes for me to put my Fectin, fhe faltened
Lonc End to the Trunk of a 'I'ree, with fo mu-
:ny Knots, that it was impoflible for it to flip,
dand let the other down, tdlling me I muft
‘make Ufe of it inflead of a Ladder. I did fo,

; tho?
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tho’ with incredible Pain, for my Hands beiny
very much {corch’d, not only the Skin, but
the Flefh in fome Pl'l(:ts came off, by grafping
the thick and rough Cord. IVI Feet were
in the fame Condition, my Shoes and Stockings
having been burnt oft. At length, howevcr
I reach’d the Top; but certainly a more la-
mentable Objeét could not be feen.

Zoa, for fo the Banyan’s Daughter is call’d,
clapp’d her Hands together, in Token of Afto-
nithment and Pity ; but as this was not a Place
for either of us to exprefs the Paflions with
which we were adtuated, fhe made a Sign to
me to follow her, which I did as faft as the
Sorenefs of my Feet would permit, into the
Wood, where having chofe the moft thick
and unfrmuented Part of it, fhe bad me lye
down under the Cover of fome Shrubs, which
orew high, and not to move from that Place
till her Return.

I will not trouble you, Sir, purfued my
voung Merchant, with the Particulars of my
Contemplations durmcr my waiting, for Zoa ; I
fhall only fay, thatin “the Midft of that Hurry .
of Spirits I was in, from the Time of my
firft Seifure, to my {trange Deliverance from
that dreadful Pit, whence I had expected to
rife no more, I did not forzet to blefs the
Dyvine Power, which had fo m:mculouﬂy pre-
ferv’d me, nor to invoke the Continuance of
his Goodnefs. -

It was about two Hours, as near as I can
cuets, that I continued in the Pofture Zoa had
left me, without hearing the Sound of any

buman Feet approachmg that Way. —__Aft
| jalt
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laft a certain Ruflling in the T'hicket inform’d
me fome living Creature was not far off; as I
had fome Apprehenfions concerning the mif-
chievous Animals that haunt thofe Woods, |
ventur’d to lift my Head above my lcafy Co-
vert, In order to difcover what it was, and be
upon my (uard againft any Attack of the Na-
ture I 1macin’d ;3 but my Confternation very
much encreas®d, when I faw a Negra Slave wien
a Bundle under his Arm, come direftly where
I was ; I crouched dovn soun with all the
Hafte I could, when the Perfon who had given
me this Palpitation ¢a:’d me of it, bv calling
"me by my Name, in a Voice which 1 {oon
knew was that of my fair Deliverer.  Rods-
meond, faid fhe, do you think it poflible cven
for my own Father to know me in this Iif-
guife ? I then had Courage to rife, and indeed
cou’d fcarce be convinc’d, that under the Form
of a crooked and deform’d Nesrg, 1 fow the
beantiful Zoa. ‘The Aftoniihment fhe faw inc
“in, forc’d a Smile frem her, In fpite of the
- Anxiety fhe muft of Confequence be in, at
- what fhe had undertaken ; but Ainding fhe was
fufliciently conceal’d, fhe open’d her Bundle,
'which contain’d the Habit of a Slave s this
‘fhe made me put on, and afterwards rub my
Face with a certain black QOintment, which
made me feem as much a Negro as if I fad
been born in Guiney.

When fhe had thus provided againft a}l 1Dif-
covery, tn cafe we had been feen by any that
knew us, fhe told me that when fthe left the
Houfe, her Father was not come home, hut

C W
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was expelted every Moment ; ‘T'hat no
body as yet had becn near the Pit, and my
Efcape was not dreamt of. Ther Lfore, {aid
fhe, you muft now confider what I'riend you
can beft depend upon to conceal us, till fome
Ship goes off ; for it will be wholly improper
to go to your own Houfc, as you are under an
Obligation to keep all this a Secret.

I did not long hefitate on whom [ fhou’d
rely ; therec was a Gentleman, who above all
the reft had given me fignal Marks of s
Efteem, and who I knew was entirely free
from all thae Levity of Nature which occafi-
ons a Curiofity of diving into Affairs impro-
per to be reveal’ld. The Pain I was in, by
that defperate Way 1 was oblig’d to take in
order to get rid of my Bonds, would not fuf-
fer me to walk, without {fupporting myfelf with
a Bough of a Tree, which I with fome Difficul-
ty tore- off, and lean’d upon : Yetl know not,
in the Conditmn I was, whether I thould have
been able to have reach’d the Factory, if Pro-
vidence had not fent an unexpelted Relief § as
we were walking, or rather creeping, for my
kind Companion was obliged to keep my Pace,
1 faw my own Horfe grazing at Liberty, with
the Saddle and every thing }uﬁ: as when I had
been forc’d from his Back.———1 prefently
mounted him, and Zoa got behind me, till we
arriv’d very near my Friend’s Houfe, when,
by her Advice, we quitted him, and went e
foot to the Door: By our good Fortunc he
happen’d to be at home, but under the Appear-
ance I was, 1 found fome Dificulty of being

admitted : The Servants told me he was bui}j
All
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and infifted cn my telling them from whom I
came, or they would not difturb him ; and I
was oblig’d to name my own Name, "and fay
I was f{ent by myfelf, on an Affair of very
great Importance, before they would go in to
him ; at laft I was. introduc’d, but Zoa was
left in an outer Room. As foon as I found
myfelf alone with him, I difcover’d who I
was, told him that a very extraordinary Occa-
fion, which I beg’d he wou’d difpenfc with
my revealing, at Teaft for fome T ume, ren-
der’d it abfo]utely neceflary I thou’d quit Bom-
bay with the firft Ship, and that I chofe not to
appear any more while I continu’d there ; fo
defir’d he would now give a Proof of that
Friendfhip he had always profefs’d, by permit-
ing me, and a Compamon I had with me, to
remain privately in his Houfe till we had an
Opportunity of departing.

He was very much amaz’d, as indeed he
had Reafon to be, both at imny "I'ransformation
and Requeft, but aflur’d me, that I might de-
pend on cver y thing in his 1’(1we1 to ferve me
but added, if I DLad had the Misfortune of
doing any thmn {or which the Law might takcg
hold of me, that his Foufe would be an ims
proper Place to take Shelter m, as it would
probably be firft fecarch’d, on Account of
the known Intimacy between us.

This giving me to underftand he imeain’d I
had either kill’d a Man, or commiit-d {ome
very grofs; Mifdemeanor ;3 I thought it proper
to let hnn know, that neicher m m.lf, nor the
~Perfon for whom I equally bezo’d his Protec-
tion, had been guilty of any thmg offcafive ;

C 2 AR TS
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and that it was for the Crimes of others, not
our own, that we were oblig’d to leave Bom-
bay. I added, that I was at prefent under a
mofil folemn Engagement not to reveal the Sc-
cret.; but he would {oon be convinced, when
I thould be mifs’d in the Faltory, by what
would be faid concerning me, that whatever
Search might be made for me, wou’d be occa-
fion’d more by Friendfhip than Revenge.

He then beg’d my Pardon for his Miltake,
which he juftly faid might well happen, on
feeing me in that Difguife, and order’d the
other {feeming Negro fhou’d be call’d in.

You will ealily belicve, Sir, my fudden ab-
feonding caus’d a great Surprize in the Colony ;
but no one being able, after the moft diligent En-
quiry, to hear any thing of me, and my Horfe
being afterwards found, it was fuppos’d I had
been torn to Pieces by fome wild Beaft, and'T
had the Satisfation to find I was enough be-
lov’d to have my imaginary Death very much
Jamented.

My I'riend all this Time labour’d under an
Aftonithment at the Motives of my Behavi-
our, which with all the Pains he took was im-
poflible to be conceal’d ; the generous Zoa per-
cetv’d it, and alfo the Conftraint it was to me
to hide any thing from a Friend who fo well
deferv’d my Confidence ;5 and feeing me one
PDay more than ordinarily thoughtful, Ro-
domond, faid fhe, I fhould be forry the Life I
have preferved fhould be attended with any
Difquiet on my. Score. I confent your
¥riend fhall be made acquainted with our
whole Adventure, provided you engage his
| Promife
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Promife not to divulge it to any other Perfon,
or feek any Revenge on my Father.

I cannot exprefs how much this Goodnefs
charm’d me, nor the Satisfaétion I took in un-
bofoming mylfelt entirely to my kriend, who
heard the Story with the utmoft Surprize : As
much Horror as hc conceiv’d at the Procced-
ing of the treacherous and mercylefs Banyan,
the Virtues of his Daughter indemnifed him
in his Opinion, and he repeated the Vow to
her, he befcre had made to me, never to men-
tion the Affair. She then told himx that her
Father had no perfonal Il}-will to me ; but on
the Score of my taking upon me to be an In-
terpreter, he thought it was doing a Service to
his Nation to get rnid of me. That the
Thing had been long concerted betwecn him
and fome others, and Wait laid for me, and
that the Pit I was thrown into was intended
to be my Grave, after they had fhot me. She
added alfo, that having over-heard this Defign,
and detefting the Bafenefs of it, fhe had it in
her Thoughts to give me fome Warmng of it
by a Letter, but having no Perfon in whom
fhe cou’d confide, on the one Part, and the
Apprehenfions of my difcovering it on the
'other, and thereby drawing the Refentment of
all the Enpli/b on her Father, had deterr’d
her 3 but that on hearing I was taken, the
Horror of my Fate fo {truck her, that fhe uin-
mediately refolv’d to forfake Father, Fortune,
Friends, and Country, and hazard every
Thing, rather than not prevent it, if therc
was a Poflibility.

C 3 My
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My ¥riend underftood not a Word of the
Malayan Language, and fhe fpoke no Englifh,
{o I was oblig’d to interpret the little Narra-
tive fhe made, and the many Praifes he gave
in Return, which were {o great, that when I
repeated them to her, her Modeity would not
fuffer me to go on, and I was oblig’d to {tifle
many of them : It is ccrtain he fpoke out of
the Abundance of his Eleart. He often told
me afterwards, that he had never read or heard
of any Thing that affeCted him fo much, and
in his Opinion fhe had fhewn more of the real
Heroine, than any who had adorn’d Antiquity.

As all the Enquiry made after me by the
Governor, and the Gentlemen of the Faéto-
ry, could inform them nothing, it was be-
lieved by every body that I was dead ; and ac-
cordingly, my Effeéts depofited under the Care
of twelve of the Principals, as is the Cuftom
on the Deceafe of any one, in order to be re-
mitted to my Relations in England. T hat
Friend at whofe Houfe I was, was one of
them, and as I inform’d him of all the Parti-
culars of my Iortune, he was able to gather
in much more than would ever have been pro-
duc’d, had I been dead in Reality.

Zoa all this 'T'ime would not be prevail’d
upon to quit her Difguife, nor fuffer me to do
{o, tho’ we were both lodg’d in Chambers of
which the Maliter of the Houfe kept the Keys,
and permittted no body to enter but himfelf, {o
fearful was fhe left by any Accident either of
us thould be feen, and the Miftery unravel’d,
to the Prejudice of her Father. Care was
taken, however, to provide her Habits, and

CvIry
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every thing neceffary for a Perfon of her Sex
and ~Condition, againft we went onr board,
which was in about fix Weeks after the Ac-
cident.

My Friend agreed with the Captain for
th= Paflace of two Perfons, whole Names were
to be conceal’d ; but told him he would be
an{werable that, tho” we chofe to goin private,
no Crime could be laid to cur Charge, which
thould occafion his being call’d to an Account
for receiving us on Board.

The Day we were to embark, I dreft my-
folf as I had been accuftom’d to do, and Zsa
alfo walh’d the black Ointment from her
Hands and Face, and put on an £ng/;/h Ha-
bit, which, tho’ altogether new to her, fhe
appear’d perfeftly ealy and genteel in. My
Friend, who had never before feen her as a
Woman, was dazzled and tranfported when
he firft came into the Room. He confeit
he had never beheld any Thing {fo lovely, and
was reftrain’d from yielding his wholeSoul to a
Paffion more tender than Admiration, only by
the Imagination he always had, that there was
fome Love join’d with the Pify which had
enzag’d her to go fuch Lengths for my Sake.
Indeed, Sir, continued Rodomond, with a Sigh,
her Perfon is not lefs amiable than her Mind.—
Her Mother, 1t feems, was an Furopean ; and
{he retains only fo much of her Father’s Co-
lour as to render her what may be call’d a
brown Woman. Her Eyes are fparkling,
and full of Fire. All her Features regu-
lar ; and there is an enchanting Sweetnefs
about her Mouth, which no Defcription can

Ca come
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come up to ; but as I flatter myfelf you will
permit mc to bring her to wait on you, I fha:l
leave the Decifion of what the is to your Judg-
ment,

Here, faid this generous Perfon, I could not
forbear intcrrupting my young Merchant, bLy
faying to him ; perhaps, Rodomond, I may
not {ece with your Eyes. Thefe few Words,
pronounc’d in a more ferious T'one than ordi-
nary, and accompanied with a Look that I
believe had fomewhat in it of auftere, put him
into fuch a Confufion, that I was oblig’d to
tell him 1 expedted the Conclufion of the Nar-
rative he had begun, before he cou’d recover
him{elf encuzh to purfue his Difcourfe.

As focn, 1aid he, as the Approach of Night
favour’d our Departure with the Sccrecy we
wifly’d, I wrap’d myfelf up in my Cloak, and
Zoa pluck’d a Hood over her Face, and thus,
accompany’d by our worthy Hoft, went down
to the Port, where the Ship waslying at Anchor.
He wou’d needs fee us on Board, and conti-
nued with us 1n the Cabin *tll we were ready
to fail, then recommended us to the Care of
the Captain, ardd went on Shoar. T'o com-
ply with the Timidity of Zoe, who {till trem-
bled for her Father, 1 kept clofe in the Cabin,
*tifl after we had weigh’d Anchor, and were out
at Sea; but her Apprehenfions being then
over, I fhew’d myfeli to the Captain, with
whom I was well acquainted. Never was Sur-
prife greater than he was in, to find me hiving,
after the whole Colony had bewail’d my
Death, and that I quitted Bombay in fo odd

a Manner. He afk’d me many Queftions,
which
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which I evaded anfwering directly, and pre-
fenting Zoa to him, gave him Liberty to think
ir was for fome Reafons relating to that beau-
tiful Partner of my Voyage, that I took it
either {0 fuddenly or fo privately.

This, Sir, continued Rodomond, is all I have
to acquaint you with, except that the Friend-
I mention’d, has order’d 1t fo, that all my
Effe&ts will follow me the next Ship.- |

I then told him that ] found f{omecthing
fo fingular in his Efcape from the Banyan,
that it might almoit be look’d upon as niira-
culous, and I thought all Gratitude was owing
to the fair Maid that had contriv’d it ; but,
faid I, willing to fathom his Inclinations, I
have obferv’d that thro’ the Courfe of your
Story you have fpoke of her with a Warmth,
which makes me fear, that however punétual
you have been in one Part of the Promife fhe
exalted from you, you have not been able to
fulfil the other, and fhe perhaps might not fo
firenuoufly infift on your keeping it, as the at
At affedted to do.— Come, Rodomond,
purfued I, perceiving he was in an extream
Perplexity, confefs the Truth of this Affair.
I now, indeed, am paft thofe Pamns and
Pleafures which are call’d I.ove, but yet I am
not fo old as to have fergot thc Defires and
Impatiencies of Youth. I know how diffi-
cult it is to preferve Moderation, when Beauty,
Love, and Opportunity invites, and in fo.long
a Voyage.

Ah Sir! I conjure you, interrupted he,
throwing himfelf at my Fcet, entertain no
Thought in Prejudice of the Virtue of the ad-

| ¢ 5 inirable
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nmirable Zoa I will lay open all my Soul
to you.- >T'is true, I love her. -My
Inclination goes Hand in Hand with the Gra-
titude I owe her, as the Preferver of my Lile ;
and both together, make up the mofit perfect
Paflion that ever was in the World. I con-
fefs too thatl have declar’d it to her, and that
I have been happy enough to make an Impref-
fion on her Heart.———That fhe has confent-
ed to be mine by fuch Ways as are approv’d by
Heaven, and warranted by the Laws of Man
but, Sir, I conceal’d nothing of my Affairs
from her, I told her I had a Patron, a Bene-
faltor, a more than a Father, to whom I
ow’d my All, and without whom I could do no-
thing.— She approved the duteous Refpect ;—
prais’d my juft Gratitude, and protefted that
in cafe I ever fwerv’d from it, the Regard fhe
now had for me would be leflen’d.——"This,
Sir, added he, is the true State of the Affair be-
tween us. Dear as fhe 1s to me, fhe
never fhall be mine without your Permiffion;
but, if you think proper to refufe it, grant, |
befeech you, that I may beftow on her onc
Half of what my Induftry has acquir’d, either
as a Dowry for fome happier Man, or to lne
fingle, independent on the World., Thi
1s the leaft {he ought to expe&t from me; after
having quitted every Thing for me, and you,
I am certain, are too good, too juft to cppoft
1t,

The Earneftnefs with which he {poke thefe
Words, convinced me at once of his Honour,
and the Fervenicy of his Paflion. at leaft I fan-
cied fo, and was very much affedted by it; to

narntaill
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maintain however, the Gravity of my Charac-
ter, and, at the fame Time, to be more aflur’d
he was not deceiv’d by his Inclinations for the
Indian Maid, into a better Opinion of her than
fhe deferv’d, T reply’d to him in thefe Terms :

Rodomond, f{aid I, after raifing him from the
Pofture he was in, I do not pretend by what I
have done for you, to aflume any Power over
yout 3 but my Years, and the Experlence I have
of the World, ough® to give my Adviece a Claim
to your Attention. I acknowledge the Ob-
ligations you have to Zoa. Whatever View
{ke might have in fetting you free, the Ad-
vantagce . has yet been uholly yOurs ; there-
fure it would be monftrous in you not to make
ey the Life of a Perfon to whom you are in-
debted for your own ; but as to Marriage, I
would have you confider from what Race fhe
fprung, and that the is of a People famous for
‘I'rexchery.

Here he was about to interrupt me, but I
prevented him by crying, hold, Rodsmond, I

i.ccufe her not ; {he may be no lefs ami-
2ble 1 her l\ff[ind, than your fond Paflion
pants her Perfon. I will fece her, and after

that give you my Sentiments.

[iz then rold me, that during the Voyage
he had tauzht her £#ng/i/b, which fhe now (poke
telerably well, and that he wifh’d no more
than that I Would admit her to my Prefence s
he faid he had left her at the Inn where the
Coach fet up, ’tll he could provide a Lodging:
for her, and would bring her immediately.
T'o this 1 readily confcntt_d and withal bad
hum think of feeking no other Home at prefent,

cither
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either for her or himfelf, than my Houfe.———
He feem’d tranfported at this, and took his
Leave ; bu¢ in lefs than half an Hour return’d,
and prefented to me the Objeét of his Af-
fections.

On the firft Sight I found indeed his Paflion
had not given a flattering Defcription of her.—
Befides the Beauty of her Ieatures, there is
fomething irrefiftibly engaging irx the Air of
her whole Perfon ; and I ‘muft own that out
of this Companyy I never beheld any Thing
more lovely and attractive. I recetv’d her
with all the Civilittes fthe could expe&, and
made her the Offer of an Apartment in my
Foufe, with which fhe feem’d extreamly
pleas’d, and told me in broken, tho’ very agrec-
able Znglifh, that fhe believ’d I was the univer-
fal Father of the Diftrefs’d.

But I have already too much prolong’d my
Narrative, fo I will put an End to it by aflu-
ring you, that a few Days ferv’d to convince
me fhe was well worthy of Rodamond.——-
She feem’d defirous of being initiated into the
Chriftian Faith. the Articles of which Rodo-
mond had fully inftrulted her in, on which 1
prepar’d for the Ceremony, and was myfelf her
Godfather. After her Baptifm I gave a ready
Confent to the Nuptials of two Perfons who
feem’d delign’d by Nature for each other ; they
flill remain with me, and it will not be with
my Confent if they ever leave me.

This, Madam, continued he, to Ethélirnda,
has been the Caufe of my being a Kind of

‘Truant in my Devoirs, and If 1t 15 infufficient
to
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to obtain my Pardon, I am ready to {ubmit to
any Penance you fhail enjoin.

No, anfwer’d that charming Lady, it muft
be own’d you have made ample Reparation ;
but it is your Way by giving a feeming Offence,
to confer a real Obligation ; not but I mu#® tell
you that you are a little revengeful too ; you
forefaw the amiable Picture you gave me of
Zoa, wou’d lay me under the Neceflity of be-
coming your Petitioner to fee the Original ;
but that’s a Humiliation I am very well con-
tent to bear, provided you gratify my Impa-
ticnce.

T'he Perfon to whom thefe Words were ad-
drefs’d, was about to make fome Reply, when
Bellimante prevented him, by faying, Zisa has
doubtlefs her Perfe&tions, but Redemornd is my
Favourite : In my Opinton fhe run too great a
Rifk, and with a Man of lefs Virtue, her Pity
might have prov’d fatal to her.

O Madam, cry’d Philetes, a truly generous
Aind thinks cvery "T'hing like 1tfelt.---- Befides,
the Charalter of Rodsmond might not be un-
known to her ; and if he cven fhou’d have
chanced to have fail’d in that Part of it, which
. indeed moft Mien are frail in, it we may judge
of her Ingenuity by the Means fhe contriv’d for
his Efcape, we may reafonably believe fhe
would have found fome Means for the Prefer-
vation of her Honour.

For my Part, rejoin’d Ethelinda, T ind them
both fo worthy, that I know not which moft
thares my Iifteem and Admiration ; and when
I exprefs’d a Defire to fee Zoa, I did not mean

to exclude her Hufband. Examples ot Grati-
tude
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tude and Conftancy in Iove, are fo very rare in
this Ace, that where they are met with, they
cannot be rreated with too much Refpedt.

I am of your Opinton, Madam, faid Be//i-
mante 3 but thofe are Virtues which Thime
alone can prove, and it was for this Reafon [
trembled for Zoa, when I found fhe had rafhly
tru{ted herfelf in the Power of a Man whoie
Piinciples the was unacquainted with.

I ftould have done the fame, cry’d Dosrin-
thus,, if Acaffe had not inform’d us Redemnond
was a Man of Senfe ; and one who 1s truly fo,
cannot be guilty either of Levity or Ungem,m-
fity, at leaft a late celcbrated Poet has given 1t
us as 2 Maxim.

[Vere you. ye Farr, but cauticies whom you trujl
TF76nld your but think heeu ﬁ/[f’m Fools are juft ;
Sao mm?y of yeur Sex would net in vain,
Of'fmz‘iff s Meiny, and broken Vors complain.

Of all the varicus Fretenes Love bas made,
How fiww have been by Men of Secnfe betray’d ?
Comvinc’d by Reafon, they your Power confefs,
Pleas’d to be bappy, as i ‘re pleas’d to blofs, }

Ard concivns of your b erthy o never hove you lefs.

The Pocts, refum’d Bellimante, will fay any
thing o h 1ghten a Charadter, but I think M/
RKowe a litide forgot himfelt 1 this, for I don':
And Lcthario, tho’ a Villain, either {ays or docs
any thing throughout the whole Play, that can
make him be look’d upon as a Foel 3 and 1
fhan’t tuke his Word againft that of anorhr:r
Author, whofe Wit and Underftandinz was
never cali’d in Quetticn, yet who, by his own

Confeflien,
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Confeflfon, was the moft inconftant Creature
in the World.-~--- *T'is Cswley I mean.----Hear
his Chronicle of Miftrelles.

1.
Marearita fir/? poffc/?,
If I remember well, my Brea/?,
Margarita fir/t of all ;
But when a-while the wanten Nlaid,
With my reftlefs Heart had play’d,
Martha tesk the fying Buail.

I1.
Moartha foon did :t refign
To the beautccus Katherine
Katherine gave Place s
Tha’ lbath and avgry fhe to part,
I755th the Poffe/ficn of my Feart,

To Eliza’s congucring Face.

ITL.
Eliza *til] this Hour might reign,
Llad fhe not evil Councils ta’en
Fundamental Lawus fhe broke,
And fHil] new Favcurites fhe chefe,
'Till wp in Arins my Paffion rofe,
And caft awey ber Yalke.

IV.
Mary, then, and gentle Anne,
Both to reign at ence began,
Altsrnately they fway’d ;
And fometimes Mary was the Fair,
And fometimnes Anne the Crown did wear,
And fometimes both I obey’d.
‘ V,
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V.
Another Mary then arofe,
And did rigorous Laws impofe,
A mighty Tyrant fhe !
Long, alas ! fhowld I have been

Under that fron feepter’d Queen,
Had not Rebecca fet me free.

VL

Ilhen fair Rebecca fet me free,

*Tavas then a golden Time with mne ;
Bt focn thofe Pleafures fled -

For the gracions Princefs dy’d

In ber Youth and Beanty’s Pride,
And Judith retgred in ber flead.

~ VIL
One Nlonth, three Days, and balf an Howr,
Judith beld the Sovereign Power
[Vendrous beautiful her Face,
But [0 weak and finall her TVt

Lhat fhe tc govern was unfit,
And fo Sufannah took ber Place.

V1II.

ut when Habella came,
ru’d with a reftlefs Flame,

And the Artillery of ber [Iye,
IZ7hile fhe proudly march’d about,
Greater Conguefts to find out,

She beat cut Sufan by the bye.

IX.
But in ber Place I then chey’d
Black ryed Bels, ber Vice- Roy Aaid ;
7o
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o whom enfued a Facancy :
Thoufand worfe Paffions then poffe/?,
The Interrvegnum of niy Brea/f.

Blefs me from fuch an Anarchy !

X.

(Gentle Henrietta 25hei,
Aud a third Mary next began
Then Jane, and Jcan, and Audria,
And then a pretty 'Thomafine,
Aind then ansther Katherine,
And then a long Etcetera,

> 1.
Loz Foreld T noto to you rolate
The Steength and Riches of thetr State ;
The Powder, Patches, and the Pius,
The Ribands, “fewels, and tne Rings,
The Lace and Paint, avd warlike Thines,
That make up ail their Magazines.

XII.
IF I fhould tell the politick Arts,
Yo taks and keep Ndens Flearits
The Letters, FKmbea _[].r},r, and § p:'c.r,
The Frowns, avd Smilesy and Flatteries,
The Quarrels, Tears, and Perjuries,

Numbericfs, namelefs 8dyfleries !

XIII.
I77ith all the Little Lime-twics laid,
By Matchiavel, the waiting Aduid
! more vosuminous fhould eretw,
(Chiefly if I, like them, fhould ¢l
Al Chawuge of TWeathers that befiil, )

41
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XIV.
Pzzr [ will bricfer coith them bo.
Siivce fetv of them weve lng wwith me
A highor and a ?:;5/'1 S fnr:.:,
Ay pre Lot n. 17 fs dsth clainm g
Ltt.:‘*':uri*r*ﬂrr . - f? /it r/: JVH?’(’

Pl L aifd lomg may reign.

Now, continued this charming Ladv, T wil
leave it to the Judemmont of the Companv, it
1~ not poiflible for a Man of Wit to be ungrate
{."i o ::;{LLU’ an.d in fi ne, to have Wl the i

()” ]*"‘:E_F th tn‘l ‘{L tli{: \.,..;1163 Of L(JVE fUJHitl'r
terrible to our Sex. |

Nothing, cry’d Dorinthus, hattily, could mak:
the Author Reparation for the wrong Conitruc
tion you put upon his Verfes, but the enchant
1ng manner in which you have repeated them,
fince they were evidently intended rather to
{hew the Errors and ill Cenduét of fome Ladies

happen’d to bc acquainted with, than the
Inconftancy of his own Nuture.

As to his Intentions, reply’d fhe, T will not’
difpute them with you. -—---- A Man given t
change will always find an Excufe for 1, Iy
laying the Biame on the Perion he forfike:,
H}:"Ch in my Judoment, i3 fo far fram allevis
tinm, tlmt it greatly ageravates the Crime, «
adx.tnrr Inylfhc.... to chu:y The more Wil
has, the more capable he is of doing this,
therefore the more dangerous ;3 and fuch, |
think, Ciwlry mult have been.

Tuke care, lovely Bellimante, faid Arifis
how you pafs too feverc a Cenfure on a M.

Wi



The Lady's Drawing Roont. 473

who, in his Time, was the Darling of the Fair,
and who in all his Works, difcovers a certain
Sweetriels of Difpofition, which could never
{uficr him to be ungrateful or unkind. But as
he is now almoft forgot in the World, I muft
not lofe Sight of the Argument, and beg Leave
to cive my Vote for the Part Dorinthus has
taken in it, and to add, that if a Man of Scnfe
is guilty of Inconftancy, he will be at leaft
a'ram’d of 1it. He will endeavour to conceal,
4f he cannot vanquifh his Error; whereas a
¥ool tukes Pride in publithing the Conquefts he
his mude, and perhaps values them for no other
Readn.

. Andeed, my dear Bellimante, taid Lothelinda, 1
muft give 1t agamit you ; whenever our Scx are
weak enough to throw oft' the Guard of our
sown Honour, and truft to that of another,
-we certainly have lefs to fear from the Man of
folid Senfe, than the vain airy Coxcomb : The
‘Woman decerv’d by the one may be unhappy,
but will never be mpo:}’d but the unthinking
«dhe, who falls a Prey to the other, s undone
for ever, mn her Reputation as well as Peace of
sMind. But, Ithmk continued fhe, enough
has been {aid on this Subjt& lI'l’C]LLd | thmk
d00 much, {ince it has made us negleéiful of the
Share Acaflo had in the Adventure he has relu-
tcd, without whofe Generofity and Benevo-
lmce the Virtues of Rosdomond might probably
mever have had the Oppurtumty of thewing
:themfelves.

{ lrue, Madam, reply’d Philetes, many a
s(renius, who might ﬂnne forth to the Glory of
*hlS Country, 1s bury’d in Oblcurity, {or want

3 Qf
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of Encouragement to call it forth 3 and I know
no greater or more laudable Inflance of public
Spirit, than that of fupplving, as much as iy
our Power, the Deficiencies of Fortune to i
digent Mevit.  Charity, Compafion, and Ge
nerofity, indeed, arc noble Virtues, thou)
indifcriminately, and without Diftinction, c:.
ercis’d on ail who may {eem proper Objed,
but wihen our Py 1s guided by Difecerumen
and the Favours we confer are proportion’d ac
cording to the Hrih of Thv Recerver, we g
Honour to ourflelves, and Service to the Con
momwealth. Fow memoraL]e, how  wornth
Imitation 1s that penetrating Judogmene,
which we arc indebted for a Prizr /7 "I'he nob,
Duke faw into the Value of that Diamorn
through all its native Roughnefs, vouchfated t
litt 1t from the Earth, where, but for him, :
might have lain for ever unregarded, gave Or
ders for its polifking, and made it fit to adonm
the Cabinet of the beft of Queens.

Neither ought it ever to be forgot, faid D
rinthus, that when a Genius not inferior to the
of him vou have nam’d, was under the Perc
cution of unjuit Rage and Party Malice, te
found Froteftion from an illefrriovs Perlin
who gencroufly cfpous’d the C;mﬂ: ot Wit
Virtue againft even the Nlennces of Power.

Ethelinda had probably made fome Anfuy
to thefe VWords, as fhe was very much cor-
cern’d in them, had {he not been prevente
by the coming in of four I.adies, who all«
once encreas’d the Aflemblv. Theﬂ, Were .
Perfons of Quality, but more diftinguifh’d by tix

Peculiazity of their Characters.  ALlanthe, t
ol
y P
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fir(t that enter’d, had becn marry’d extremely
young, to a Man of Sixty, and who, befides
the Difproportion of his Age with her’s, had
no onc cood Quality to recommend him to her
Afclions ; but as fhe obuy’d the 1Jiltates of
her Duty to her father, In faciifcing herfodf
in this Manner, fhe wuas no lefs pl.tncfclml in ob-
ferving that of a Wife, and all the T'ume he
“Jav’d behaved to him as it Love had difpos’d her
to him. Her Condudt was no lefs exemplary
after his Deceafe ; and though left a very
younz and rich Widow, refus’ d 21l Ofters of a
fecond Marriage, was look’d upon as a Pattern
the mo't worthv Imitation ; fhe was genercus,
hummc, affable, and charitable ; had a h{..-'
goming Cravity in her Drefs and Deportment,
flor could Envy, or the moft penetrating Ma-
lice, find any thing to condemn ; ’ull at an
Acc when others begin to throw off whatever
Vﬂmtlea their Youth might have been guilty
fhe on a fudden affum'd all thofe Airs
which are leaft excufable, cven in the Young-
eft and moft Beautiful, became a Coquet at
Pixty, and forgot a!l thofe Virtues, and even
that Decorum for which fhe had been fo much
fam’d ; went every Day to St. Fames’s, gave
into '111 the Modes and Manners of that Flace ;
her Drefs was fanficd vsith the Gaiety of Fif-
¢cen 3 her whole .L,..hudy was employ’d to repatr
gthe Damages of ‘T'ime, by all the Aids of Art.
»-Her Converfation was all on Opezras, Plays,
and Balls..——The Hcight of her Ambmon
was to be thought n Favour with the Princef-
‘es ; her Religion confifted in paying conflantly
her
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her Devoirs to themn, and the Heaven the L.
cguifh’d for was a Lirth- Doy,

The next that enter’d was Lamara, a Lad
to whom Nature had given Wit and Beauw,
enough to have commanded Vencration, h:
not an ntolerable, and mdeed ridiculous, Arrw
cance of Behaviour taken away all the Charn,
both of the one and the other. Tho’ of men
Extraction, {fmall Fortune, and yet fmall
Stock of Reputation ; fhe was married to:
Man of a vaft Eflate, and who was though
to have good Senfe, ’till the ftrange Power {i:
had over him made hlm defcend to Submiffion
in order to obtain a Title, which inftead ¢
heivhtening the Refpedt he before had in
World, has render’d him contemptible, cve
in the L}’LS of thofe who rcap the molt A¢
vantaze by Iis Perverfion.  This neither ¢
them can be infenfible of ; but whatever unc
{y Moments he may f{utfer from Reflection,
{he fecems cqually regardicefs of his il Humou:
as of the Cenfure of the World, and exul
ing. mn her new Dignity, which fhe imague
a Sanétion for rlunfr ;..nd doing whatever ik
pleafes, never did Pride, V'mlty, il Mannes
and i'l Nature difcover themielves in fo extr
vacant a Nlanner, as in her Words .
Adltions.

After her came /flivia, young and heonc
fome, but too confcious of i1t, and amu;
to render every Beauty more confpicuous,
fhe quite difguis’d and put out of Order all w
nandy Work of Nature. The lovu
Mouth was {tretch’d beyond its Compals, ¢

g
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fhew the white cven Teeth, == The fincit
" Pair of Eyes in the World were roll’d {u many
different V\’rm;s that the agrecable J.anuinfh-
ment of them degenerated into a Squint.
QOue Moment the Head hung, luling down
- upon the Breafl, fo that the Neck mode o kind
of Arch behind ; the next held {fo {tift and up-
richt, that with the torce {he did herfelf, the
aery Slm.ws of her "I'hroat feem?’d firain’d.
Sometimes cne Shoulder was exalted alimolt to
th: Ears, {cmetunes the other ; 1 fine,
cvery Feature, cvery Limb, was fecrew’d inio
more Poftures mn the Space of a Minute, than
a whole Hour vwould be fuflicient to ddufhe.
So I{:l fav no more of this extraordiary J.a-
dv, who s fo mgenious in iinding out Ways to
excite Laughter in the room of Admlmtmﬂ;
and proceed to Ciloniary, who was the laft of this
fair Troop, and no lefs to be pitied for her want
of Judement in what is truly agreeuble to the
Tafte of Mankind.

‘T'his Lady, as 1 have been mforny’d by thofe
that knew her well, pafles four .[_IULII'..:: 2t her
Teoilet every Dav, 1in confulting what look
wiil beft become }J”I, and ]mmf‘r fix’d on that
dhe thinks moft engagxing, never “dares to fmile,
to fpeak above a VW lifper, to move her Head
elther to one Side or the other, or ¢ven to turn
her Lyces, {or fear of difconcerting that particu-
Jar Form in which fhe has fct her Features ; fo
‘that when fhe walks, or turns, or looks, let
.the Occualion be ever fo difterent, fhe is {ll the

ame, and feems more a 'iece of Clock-work,
;:;than real Flefh and Biood. :
v L

F
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{t may eaﬁly‘ be fuppos’d that thefe Iadie
were not extremely welcome to  Eihelind,
She, n&rw:thﬂanh:w, reccetv’d them with the
(_,wﬂity their Rank demanded, and offer’d lite
in Oppotition to what they faid 5 {o that e
had a full Opportunity of verifving the Char.
ters I had heard of them. The Converfariog
now took a different Turn from that it had h..
fore this Acceffion to our Aflembly ; and havi:-
riothing in it capable of affording either Inftruc
t1on or Iontertarnanent in the Resetition, I thy
take leave of my Reader “tinl next wﬁtmrr P
wiwen Ethelinda was (o bm}d to honour me with

an Invitation.

THE



