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THE 

DAY the FIRST. 

HER E is nr) Place Wh:lteTer, in 
'which the Ladies have (0 much the 
Opportunity of (hewing themfelves 
to Adl'antage, as in their own Draw-

~ 

in:; Rooms. Beauty, indeed, will force its 
"\ Vay to Admiration, in the Park, the Opera, 
or PlaY-houf.:; but then the handfome Ideot 
and the lPoman of If/it arc on the fame Foot: 
It is thro' the Ear alone the Soul can juJge of 
rial Merit, and the !\1an who permits his Eye 

" to be the DifI)ofer of his Heart, will often hal'c 
: Caufe to be afhamed of his ''''ant of Pcnetra­
• tiOll. But when a L;!JI' embC'lIiihes her Charms 
: with an agreeable 1\1anner of Conver{;ltiG!) and 
. good Humour, the Conquefi {he makes will 
not only be lafiing, but the L(lVer, tho' he 
ihould even happen to be rejec1:ed, will glory 
in his Chains. 
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2 The Ladfs Drawing Room. 
It is not, however, every Lady that has thC'· 

Happinefs to think this Way. Beauty is 
apt to depend [00 much on itfdf, and [he who 
is polfefs'd of any great Share of it, or ima­
gines {he is fo, too often thinks it beneath her 
Care to difpby thofe more truly valuable Ta­
lents {he has receiv'd from Nature; and hence 
it is, not from "Vant of Ability, but Want of 
Confideration, that we are ordinarily enter­
tain'd with Subjects fo little worthy of Atten­
tion, in the Circles of the Fair. A new Mode 
in Drefs).· the Improvements made in it by 
fome, and the Difauvantagc it is to others to 
follow it too clofdy, fhall perhaps take up a 
whole Evening in one Drawing Room; while in 
another, Cards engrofs the Alfembly: In the 
latter, fcarce a Word is to be heard, but in the 
Faces of thofe that play there are frequen,ly fuch 
Paffions delineated as are little to their Auvan­
tage ; . in a third, you find more Speakers 
than Hearers.· Scm:: new broach'd Scandal is 
on foot, and all are eager to give the fir(\: Infor­
mation. Here the Curious have a full Opportu­
nity of gratifying th~ir f.wourite Paffion, with a 
Detail of the llitrigues of the whole Town. 
The love-fick Maid, the wanton "Vife, or 
amorous Widow c:1I1not be guilty of the le:lfl: 
falfe Step, which falls not under the Obferv­
ance of thofe Criticks in Fame. The feem­
ingly uxorious Hufband. who in all Company 
extols the Merit of his \Vit~, and t:llks of no­
thill~ but their mutual Fonclnefs, GUlnot keep 
his Amour with her Chambermaid undifcover'd 
by the prying Eyes of this Cabal.. . The 
new wedded Bride, cover'd with Bluilies, and 

who 
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'rhe Lady's Drawing Room. 3 
who feems to tremble at the Approach of 
Njn-ht, cannot prevent, with all her Care, 
thc:fc inquilitive Fleerers from examining her 
pall ConduCt." Nor the Beau, with a. 
fplendid Equipage, and no Efiate, pafs here 
without the mofi firia Scrutiny into the 
Means by which his Grandeur is fupported. 
, Is the falfe Hair, fine Colinetick, or any 
other Affifiant to Beauty laid on with fa much 
Art, that the rival Belle cllnnot difiinguilh it 
from natural? In fine, is there any Irre­
gularity in Condua, .. . any Indecorum in 
Behaviour or Drefs,' any Defea in Beauty 
which is not here fully expatiated upon? Scan­
dal and Ridiculc fcem here to reign with un­
contefied Sway, and but rarely lillrer the In­
trulion of any other Topick of Converfation. 

Thus, in mofi Drawing Rooms, do the La­
dies either conceal their Wit, or profiitute it 
to SubjeCts utterly unworthy of it. 

Not fo at the incomparable Etbclillda's:-­
Etbclinda, endued by Heaven and Nature with 
Beauty to comm:lI1d a!l Hearts, and who of 
all her Sex fiands leafi in Need of. Lan!:!:llai!e 
to make known the Perfections of her 1\lind' 
--her Eyes alone arc fllfficient Tefiimonic~ 
of that e\'erbfiin~ Spring of Wit which feeds 
their radiant Fires;, " the [weet COlllpn[ure 
which lits on every line turn't! Fe,lturc, fi'eaks 
the angelick Harmony that reigns \vithin lwr 
Brcafi, and tbat lVLljefl:y which is in/i."parahle 
from her wlwle Perron, ckclares the Dignity 
of her Sentiments, without the Aid of \Vonl~ ; 
yet does not this great :!nd amiable Lady di(­
<1lin to improve her Charms by an cJc'(:lI1t 
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4 '!'he Lady's Drawing Room. 
Converfation with thore {he permits to f'l:e her; 
for tho' once the Pride and Darlill~ of a Court 
the was born to ornament, {he now avoids aU 
Courts, and from the giddy Pomp, fo dnzling 
to little Minds, and N oife and Hurry of a tu­
multuous titled Throng, retires to indulge true 
Happinefs among a feleCted Few in her own 
Drawing Room. 

AU idle Ceremonies, all Cards,- ' all 
~candal are baniili'd hence. ' "Vit and good 
Humour arc the only Things in Fafhion here: 
The fine Senfe of Ethelinda is too well known 
for anyone, not utterly loil in his own V.mi­
ty, to utter before her thofe Impertinencies 
which pafs well enough, nay, and are fome­
times applauded in other Drawing Rooms, and 
the Sweetnefs of her Difpoiition too con{j,Jicu­
ous for anyone to hold an Argument in her 
Company .to the Prejudice of an abfcnt Per­
fan. ' None can be polfefs'd of a Virtue 
which her harmonious Tongue does not mag­
nify ; or a Fault which iJlC does not iliadow 
over by enhancing the Value of fume good 
~lality in the Perron guilty of it. She ex­
cufes the If/hims of the f/il'tuifo, on Account 
of his Philifophy.. Tne Vanity of the Pod. 
for the Sake of his gl)od Verfl'S.· The AIl.Jle­
.,ity of the Prude, in Rcfpe.J: to the Virtue ilie 
afiilmes; and even the A//eflatil)l2 of the Coquet, 
for the Djverjioll the affords the Ccmpany. Rarely 
indeed do an) of thefe find Place in her Circle; 
hut when by Ch:lI1cc they do in a manner 
force themfdves into it, they are treated by 
her, while pre(ent, with a Sweetnefs and Af~ 
fability which hinders them from feeing how 

difpleafmg 

I" ," 
, , 

, 
• 



The Lady's Drau'ing Room. S 
~i(pleakng their Foihles arc t'J her, and after 
they are gone, ihe either not mentions them at 
all. or with the Lenity I have faiJ. 

I had the Honour fome Time ago to be in­
troduccd, by a particular Friend, into thi3 
Theatre of Politenefs, and ,,'as reeei\"(~d by 
the charming Ethdillda with that enchanting 
ConJ<:fccnti011 {he always behavcs ""jth to her 
Inferiors, in ordcr to remove that Confhaint 
h~r high Birth might otherwife lay them under, 
and J.:prive them of that Freedom of Sp::ech 
which is thc Life of Conv~r[ltion. 

\Ve went too early to rind much Comp:ll1y 
thc(e; cxcept the Sopha on which the ad III j ra­
bk L'tbcl'nd,l was featl'd, there \'..-ere but thrl'e 
Places ta~(cn up. 'I'he one b:1 PI.'ild.'s, a 
Gentle,11,m than "whom tl,ere is /carce to he 
found a Perf on more ;:ccompliih'd, tllat Las a 
greater Capacity, or a '1':111e more refin'L!. 
He was thcn juil arriv'J at thufe Ycars whieh 
look back with Sh;unt: on the Inadvcrtencies 
of a grcen Youth, and far jnJl11 thoft: which' 
threatcn a Decay of Vigou r or U mlerilanding : 
He can be grave witbout AuHerity, a plaill. 
Speaker without D1untnds ; and gay, without 
derogating from that Dignity of Sentiment [and 
Bduviour fo nceeffilry to give \Veight to 
'YonIs, and to COiTImanu Refpe.:t, The 
{ecollJ \'J'as fill'd by Dorin/lus, a Man of Q!.la­
lity, bllt infinitely more diftinguifh'd for the 
Excellency of his !Vlorals, and fine Breeding, 
than for his R :1nk., The Thi rJ of this 
amiJble Company was Be!!ill/t'I,!e, by {()me 
call'd the Lovely, by others the 'Fit:y: 'Tis cer­
tain, indeed, ihe [0 well dcferves both thefe 
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6 The Lady's Drawing Room. 
Appellations, that 'tis difficult to determine in 
which of them {he mofl: outihines the Genera­
lity of her Sex. That Friend to whofe Inte­
refl: 1 was indebted for my Admiffion is call\l 
Arijlo, and the Deference I found here paid 
him, convinced me that he was no lefs defcr­
ving than I had always believed him to be. As 
foon as the firfl: Compliments were over, and 
we had feated ourfelves: Arijlo, faid Ethelinda 
to him with a Smile, we were entering into a 
Difcourfe of the Pailions : Pray, hlvour us 
with your Opinion, which of them it is that 
renders a PerfcJl1 mofl: obnoxious to Society ; 
and confequently, which it is a generous l'vlind 
ought chiefly to guard itfclf againfl: ? 

A'i I know not, Madam, anfwer'd he, on 
'what Occafton this Argument was firfl: fl:arted, 
it will be very difficult fur me to draw any 
Conclufion, -Much may be faid both for and 
againfl: all the Paffiolls, if we confider the good 
and bad Confequences each of them fomc­
times produce; but for my Part, I :un fa !ill' 
'from being an Enemy to thofe Emotions of 
the Soul, which are calI'd the Paffions, that I 
think, wirhout them, we ihould be dull, ii)i­
ritlefs Creatures, and incapable of every facial 
Virtue. 

Arijlo is in the right, rejoin'd Fbi/dc', it 
is to the Infiir-ations of the Paffions that 'we c 
o'\ve all the great and generous ACtions that 
have been done in the \VorlJ. Even Virtue 
would be cold, and we {hould aCt: but f;lintly 
in her Caufc, werc we not animated by [ome­
what more than barely the Performance of a 
Duty. The Stoicks, who boall, of fubJuing 
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The Lady's DrarwiJlg Room. 7 
all the Motions incident to Humanity, are but 
a lour, ill-natur'd Set of Mortals, neither 
happy in themfdves, nor capable of making 
otllers [0: They content themfclves with 
doing no Mifchief in the 'Yorld, without ever 
attempting any Action which might be of Ser­
vice either to IVIankind in general, or the Com­
lJ1onwe:tlth in particular, of which they arc 
unworthy Members. 

It mull: be a bd Caufe indeed, [lid Bclli­
man!c, laughin~, that fo much 'Yit cannot 
defend; but all YOll can <:llcdge will never 
cen\'incc me, that even that Inactivity you 
mention i'i not to be prelerr'd to thole Difor­
ders, and Irregularities, which are excited by the 
PafEons. 

D'lllbtlefs, IVTadam, rcply'd Dorinthus, as 
it is better not to be at ;Tthan to be Wicked> 
fo it is better to hm'e no Pailions, than fuch as 
in their Effect, arc pernicious to Society; but 
this I do not look upon to be the Fault of the 
Paffions themfelves, but of the Extravagance 
or Corruption of the Heart that harbours 
them. Every Virtue, when carried beyond 
a certain Limit, becomes a Vice. ,Thofe 
ll:rong Propenfities, thofe Ddires which are 
horn with us, are certainly implanted in our 
IVlinds, in order to invigorate the Profecution 
of praife-worthy Aims; 10 that it is not the 
Paffions, but the Bent we give them, which 
occalions all the l\lifchief complain'd of.-­
'Yhat is Ambition, but a noble Thirll: of Glo­
ry, and a "'db to attain the Reward due to 
the great Action it inii)ircs us to attempt ?--­
vVithout this, what Ceneral would expofe his 
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8 The Lady's Drarroing Roo111. 
Blood? What Statefmrn wafic his Labours (or 
his Country's Service? But when the Point in 
View is ga:n'tl, and the fiill refHcfs 1·1ind wants 
fOl11ething morc, and Rys to unvnrrantab1c 
l'vIe::ns to fatisfy its Craving,,; then does Am­
bit;on become dangerous, and often involv('s 
not only the Perfon thus aEb2atet!, but whe!.:! 
Kingdoms in Confullon. The fame may be 
1:1id of all the Pafficns. Even EIi';n, the 

• 

worfi and bafdt Emotion of the rvlind, has 
its Rift.: from EmulatiCll, th:m which there calJ­
not be a gre:ttel Incentive to laudable A":tiol1s : 
So that, in fine, all PaffioI:s rc;uhteJ by Vi i'­
tue, become fo m:my OnulI1cnts to it, as thefe 
under the DireClion of a v iciolls Inclination, 
arc fo many Engines of Ruin, Confllllol1, anl 
Dcflru Clion. 

What Dorildh:.t;- lJ.u (lill on this He;].d, re­
ply'd Etbdir;da, c,mics a Sdf-c:;nv;8iolJ with 
it, and one calln0t, .... ~-itho;lt being wholly ig-
110rant of what paG~:; in 01(':'S own M:nd, deny 
the Truth of it. But, !illce all the Pa(f:ons, 
t];o' ever fo :~Uihblc in thol'.!Clves, are !i.lble 
to bring us into LlConv.::nicl;cies, by being too 
much intlulg'd; I D111fi return to my forrr.er 
Qlefiion, which of them it moll bchov<:s us 
to kC,ep within its due 'Bnunds ? 

Tho' the leaH qualified of this Comp:my, 
f.tid /lri;,i'o, to Give the Illufil ious Etl-dimla the 
:-:.ais~aC'Lion !he dcfires, yet as the ~elti:m >vas 
firfi put to me, I will take upon me to an f wer, 
that in this Caf.:, no definitive Rule can b~ 
admitted; Circumfiances and Confiitution 
make a wide Difterence. F or Example, the 
1bn cold and I,,>h/,',;mati,-k by Nature, would 
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The Lady's Drmoil1g Room. 9 
fond little Advantage in mortif}ing thofe trall­

jim! and faint Indirtatiom, which now and 
t;)(;/J f.:ize him, on the Sight of a b.'tllltifd 
{{loman. Nor would the World be a "Vhi t 
t!le happier, fhould the Wretch, born to COln­

?llllnl only his Dog, endeavour to moderate fome 
J)di;-e~ he rna',' poffibly feci within himfdf to 
hrd it over hi, Fellow Subjects. To the 
PrinCt's, an" the great Or,,'s of the Earth, anti 
itl fine, to all who have the Power to opprrJs, it 
belongs to quell thore Seeds of Tjml1my, which 
clle might render, thofe beneath them rnifer­
able. To the warm and Jrmg!(ine CJmplec­
tien, it belongs to curb thofe violent Em(,tiol1s 
which are called Love. In the ramI: Man­
ner you may rearon on all the Paffions.---­
Everyone knows hefl: to what his Nature is 
molt prone, and how far he has the Me:Ins of 
prcjudicinr; others, by pleoJing himfrlf; and it is 
that favourite Inclinatioll, to wh:Itfoever Object 
it tends, that we are mofl: to guard againfl:; for 
even Dcvotiol1 may become a Crime, when the , 
Excefs degenerates into SupC1:fliti01l or Enthtljiam. 

You have ,mfwer'd in the l\/[anner I ex-­
peereJ, return'd Ethdinda, and I am glad to find 
a Perf on of /lriJlo's alJow'd good Underfl:.llld­
ing, of the f..me "Vay of thinking -with my­
felf. But, contin\led i11e, tho' I a~ree with 
you in the m:!in Point, rncthinks you afcribe 
rather too much to Confiitlttinn, ;mJ thereby 
d' ninil11 the l\tlerit of g??d AClicm, as well :IS 

{<,ften rhat Averiion we cught always to con­
ceive for ill cnes. 

Pardon me, Madam, refumed hc, hafiily ; 
I only faid that Conltitution may inclinc tIS 
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10 The Lady's Drawing Room. 
firongly, but not compel us to any Thing.> • 
We have Reafon givcn us to difcovcr tLl' 
weak Part in our Minds, and to call in t}-.~ 
Affifiance of Virtuc to fortify it. So th,\\ 
the Errors our Inadvertency plunges us into, 
find no Shadow of Excufe ti-om my Argu­
ment. 

This is dearing yourfelf but by Halves of th(' 
Injufiice Ethelinda has charg'd you with, faid 
Beliimante; for if Errors find no Excufe from 
Confiitution, the Good arifing from it lofe~. 
alfo its Merit,> aml to have regular and 
innocent Inclinations is rather a Bleffing than 
<l Virtue. Indeed, AriJlo, human Nature 
is little obliged to you, for pretending to affen 
it mufi have a corrupt and vicious Propenfity, 
in order to deferve the Name of virtuous. 

r.:.~ 
, . , 

o Madam, cried Philetes, you refine too 
much on' the Argument; I dare undertake to 
anfwer for Arylo, that he never meant true • 
Virtue could alone be prov'd by fubduing :I 

Propenfity to vile Actions.. There is no 
N eceffity a Man fhould be born with the Incli­
nations of Socrates, to merit the Praifes given 

~ 

to that Philofophcr for his Virtue. Perfection 
is not the Portion of Flefh and Blood; and' 
as we all have fame things in us to correer, 
whocver is capable of doing that, wants 
nothing of confummate Virtue. Of this, 
Madam, continued he, hawing to Bel/imaJitt', 
I need go no further than yourlClf for a Pn'of, 
. I am certain you never look in your GIa:~ 
without beholding Charms which might, ill 
a manner, authorife your Contempt of every 
thing you can fee out of it; yet with wlw 
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'The Lady's Drawing Room, I I 

Sweetnefs, what AfFabili(v do you treat all 
the \VorId!, And {hall anyone prefume 
to Gly this is not Virtue in you' A Sclf­
denial, which, it mufi be own'd, equals all 
that can be ('lid of the Temperance of Scipio, 
or that other great Conqueror, who, tho' pe­
riDling for Thirfi, refus'c! the proferr'd Cup, 
becaufc it contained not fufficient for his whole 
Army to participate. 

Bel/imantc hlu{h'd exceffively, and EtheliiUla 
laugh'd at .the Turn Phi/cles had given to 
this Difpute. Ariflo, who began to think 
he had gone too f.'I", and was paffibly a little 
perplex'd how to bring himfclf handfomely 
ofF, thank'll him far this feafonable Rclief; 
and the Converf:,tion had doubtkfs continued 
longer on this Head, if a titled Coxcomb 

~ 

had not that l\10ment roWJ into the Room', 
and, with an Innundation of Impertinence, in­
terrupted the Current of good Senfe. He had 
been that Morning at the RehearGd of a ne\;" 
Pby, and we were teiz'd ncar three, quar­
ters of an Hour with his ridiculolls Remarks 
on the Scenery, the Plot, and Diction. The 
Poet, it feem~, had not confidted him in the 
AfFair, and he was refolv'd to damn it, at 
leall: in the Opinion of thofc to ,,·hom his Qla­
lity gave a Sanction to his J lld~ment. Had 
anyone becn inclined to take the Part of eithe'r 
tht: \Vork 01" Author, it had been impolIible. 
withont bcin~ poJ1cfs'd of ::tIl ("qual Share both 
of ,\til'I",H1Ce ,mel V"lubilitv, to intJ"(·duc(; une 
fingle "\V ord or COlltrZltiic"lioll; and 'tis pro­
h,lhlc his ullwt:,ll",.-'d '['onglle wOll'd have rlln 

, ,~ 
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12 The Lady's Drawing Room. 
ner it had begun, if We had not been reliev'd 
by the Entrance of a Gentieman whom Ethe­
linda not having feen for a great While, re­
ceiv'd with extr:lOl-dil1ary 1\1arks of Sati~fac­
tion ; on which his Lord{hip, who poffibly came 
more out of refpeCl: to her ~ality than Merit, 
toad his Leave. 

The Perf on to whom we were indebted 
for this Eafe, was of an advanced Age, but 
had all the Sprightlinefs of Youth, without it£ 
Levity; of a moa graceful Appearance, and as 
I afterwards heard, was not only poi1efs'd of 
one of the greatea Efiates in the Kingdom, but 
alfo of a Difpofition to make the b~fi U fe of 
jt. This it was which gain'd him fo much the 
Efieem of the excellent Ethelinda, that there 
was few, if any of her Acquaintance:, for whom 
fhe had a greater Valtle. 

After chiding him, in the moa obliging 
Manner, for his long Abfencc, the told him 
there was no other Way to expiatll his Offence, 
than by a faithful Confeffion of the Motives 
which had render'd him guilty of it. 

How infinitely agreeable are all the Tafks 
impoti'd by the amiable Ethelinda, cry'd he! 
What"J have to fay will not only be a Pleafure 
to myfelf in the Repetition, but alfo, for its 
Singularity, afford fome Entertainment to thofe 
who hear me. 

The 
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The Hii1:ory of ROD 0 MO.LV D. 

AND THE 

BEAUTIFUL INDIAN. 

o U mw remember, Madam, faid this 
worthy Perfon, addreffing himidf to Etlx­

linda, that I have rometimes made Mention of 
a Friend who was very dear to me. He was 
the Companion of my Youth, anJ 'when 
bath arriv'd at l\1aturity, \V~re as f<!Iuom apart 
as our different Avocations woulJ permit. .He 
was once Mafl:er of a competent Efl:Jte; 
but vexatious Law-fuits, with fome other 
Misfortunes in the Family, deprived him of it ; 
and fame Y cars before his Death, his only De­
pendanc.: was a Polt he held about the King's 
Perron. Thofe Agonies, which Nature feels 
at an approaching Dilfolurion, were greatly 
heig;hten'd by the Re.:ection, that he mufl: leave 
three Sons, the eldeil: of whnm had n..,t then 
{een feven Years, entirely unprovided for: I 
was fa unhappy as to be out uf the Kingdom 
when he died, and at my Return t,)und rh'{e 
poor Orphans defiirude indeed. Rehrions 
they had, and fame in wh"fe Pu Ncr it was to 
have proteaeu them; but FrienJihip docs not 
always {Gllow Hln"J, and had Iy,t my A{lit1-
ance f<::i1<lllably intc:rpos' J b~tw<:en them :ll1d ;\1i­
f<:ry, I know not to what Extremes tl](:ir hJp­
Ids Infancy might have been redllLcu.--­
Ll fine, I took them under my Care j difpos'd' 
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14 The Lady's Drawing Roo1J:'. 
them in a proper Manner, and did for thefl,l 
what I {houlJ have expected their Father 
would have done to Children of mine, if in 
the fame :--ituation. As they grew up, I made 
it mv BufineF; to ohferve their different Incli-, 
nations, and what Profdlion each of them 
wou'd beft become, and be mofl: likely to 
fucceed in. The ellkft cJifcover'd a mar­
tial Genius; fo I procur'd him a Pair of Co­
lours, and he is fince promoted to be a Captain. 
His next Brother, being of a grave and fed en­
tery Nature, I fent to the Univerfity, where 
he foon made a great Progrers in the Study of 
Plwfick. -The Third had Talents mnre 
:Hl~ptcd to Bufinefs than either of the ot hero, 
and I found took an extreme Delight in read­
ing and talking of mercantile AfFairs; I ufed 
my IntereH: with fome of the Directors of the 
Eafi-Inr/:'a CompanY, and got him fent over 
to one of their Fa'~ories. The Recommen­
dations he carried with him, and the gented 
l\1anner in which I took Care hc fhould ap­
pear, engaged a very obliginr-; Rcception from 
the Governor, and all the Gentlemen all the 
Coafi, which I W:lS gbd to hear his own Be­
haviour afterwards improv'd into a more than 
ordinary RCf':ad. As he went extremely 
young, he bt:came what they call a junior 
1\,1 crch:lnt before hc W:lS Onc and 'rwcntv; 
:md from the Time that he bC7:ln to tridc .' 
fur himft:lf, was fllccer.sflil beyond EXpcct:l-
tion., £I"':r, Shin tInt arriv'd from thofc 

• • 
Parts brDllc:ht me Intclli:c;ulce of fumc new , ~ 

. Acccnion of gOO,! Fortune; and it is certain 
that in lefs tbn fix Years, he found him/"CIC 
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Mafier of Twenty Thouf.md Pounds: It vv;.s 
however his Interefi to fiay fome 'Time longer 
in a Place he found fa advanta;eous to llim, 
and I expected nothing leis than to fcc him, 
when !aft 'Veek I receiv'd a Letter hom him 
dated at Deal. . As it was extreamh" 
ihort, I believe my .IVlemory will ferve me t~ 
repeat it. I think it contain'd thefe Lines. 

SIR, 

The mqjl extraordinary Accidmt in the 1Forid 
,·tturns ?lie to my Native Country lome Y;'ars .foo/It'r 
tball 1 diftgll'd. ,lam bTlt this h:fo!!lm! ar­
rh./ d, aid find the Stage jzijl Jetting Ollt for Lon­
don, .10 71Izijl defer a1l ExplailaticlI of ?Ii)' Aff,in 
'till 1 have tbe HOllour and I-iappi;:rft if throw­
ing myfclf at your Fat, to beg the COlltinuance q/ 
tbat Goodnefs to wbich lowe all that I am, and 
which I jball 1Iever cca.fe to aclmowlt'dge by all 
AEls q[ Gratitude, Duty and !'mer"!io,,, 'Iill J 
aa.fe to be) 

RODOMOND. 

The Surprife this Letter gave me on firH: 
Reading, and the Impatience that fucceeded 
it, were more firong than is ufual in a lHan 
of my Years; but I muH: own, that thoug:h I 
took an equal Care of all the Children of my 
deceas'd Friend, yet this Rodomond more par­
ticularly ihared my T entiernek I-I e had 
dilCover'd in his Inbnt Years fuch a Sweetnc/s 
of Diij)oiltion, as had :lhv;J.\ s intcrdred mv 

• • 

Affections in his Behalf, and I know not it" 
I were happy enough to have fuch a Son, 

whether 
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\vhcther it were peffible for me to love him 
Dlorc. 

At length he came, and receiv'd the Em­
braces I g .• ve him with a Politenef, which one 
might rather !lave expcctcd from a young 1\1an 
hred up in a Court, than in a FaCtory of 1\1er­
chants; but indeed we, who happen to be 
bOTn to Efb.tes, and have nothing to do but 
to improve Ollr ~Ainds, arc apt to be a little 
to, tc-l1acious of that Adv.1I1 tage, and imagine 
that C~mmerce and Good /vi.mners are Things 
incompatible; whereas nothing can be more 
I Illj ufi. ·1\1ofi 1\1erchants are the YOllnger 
Fans IJf good Families, often have Rcla­
tions in the highefi Rank, with ",'hom they 
conver[c, and I fee no Ueafon "vhy, being em­
ploy'd in a Bufinefs, which is in itfelf the 
Strength and Glory of this Kingdom, fhould 
make them derogate from that genteel Turn of 
Behaviour inculcated in their Childhood.-­
'Ye have many prefent Infiances that a 1\1er­
chant may be a fine Gt:ntleman, and of thofe 
who act in a Manner which it were to be 
wifh'd fome in a fuperiar Sphere would cndea­
VQur to imitate. 'rhofe Gentlemen, inJeed, 
who, like Rodo7llclld, are rent Young into ollr 
Colonies abroad, cannot be faiel to h"iwe m:my 
Opportunities of improvin~ themfdves in the 
politer Studies; therefore that he is fo well qua­
lified for Convcrf..ltioll, is the more to be ap­
pbude,j in him, as he owes it merely to Nature, 
and t!::.t happy Propenfity which dirdred him 
1:0 make Choice of tho[e, f(>r the COITI;->anions 
of his leifure Hours, with whom he could be in 
no danger of lofing what he had lcarn~d in El?g­
k~ I 
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I have already confe{s'd, continued he, that 

this yOlfl1~ 1\1erchant is verv de.lr to me, thcrc­
fore you'll pardon th~ OvcrRowilWs of 1111' Heart ., , 

in this Digrefll' n ; but I (ll'gltt to cllJ1fider be­
f'Jr~ whom I Ii,eak, and that it is wi:h (lr.h'~r 
l\LlttL!rS than an old l\'hn's Fondncfs I {hould 
entertain this Companv. 

Hcr~ I CJlIlJ p~rccive {cveral 1Viouths were 
open to allLll'c him that what he l:liJ Jlood ill 
ll~d of no Apology; but he went 011 and they 
W()U 1,! Jl,)t interrupt him. 

After the {;rfl: Demonfl:rations, purfilell he, 
. of I~c:r;)L!Cl: and Gr:uitllde on his Part, and 'ren­
'dl'rnc!:, on mine, wcre a little over, I began 
ito C]'leHion h;rn on the l'vic.ltivcs of his Ret:.trn ; 
. Jllt t1ut I bLmt.J him for it, as I told him, 
·h"'C.LUfl! I tl'Ollp:ht he had already ac,luir'J a 
'Fortur.c fc;(;ici.;nt to content any f,1an that 
'v:~s not avarit:u!ls; but as his l.1il: Lctt.;r ii'om 
! th~ Ii/did Ind dedlr'.! a RC{Jlution of CllIHi­

: IHiJ1~ there f.)me 'rime, I had an Imparience 
td know what had ,wr()u~~ht fu gre,lt a Change 

" I' S' 0 I" I ' '111 il~ cntJHlcnt..;. n \tV den 11..! £avc Inc tne 
~ 

'Ac'C')!/llt I expeCted [rum him, in thefe or the 
like \ V ords. 

On my firfl: Arrival at Bom/Joy, I was too 
youn;r to be macic a Companion for thofc of 
r;r;cr YCurs; and in mv N;;ture rather too (c-, . 

ril,L1s to part.,ke til'; Diverfions of tho{e who 
'were nearer my own Age; (0 pa{s'd mole of 
tl1<,(e Hours I could {pare from the Service of 
tlw ComiHn/, in learning the lkl71ayan Lan­
gua~e, in which I became {() great a Profi­

'cieot in a {hart l'1I11C, that I cou/J conver{e 
wi:h the Natives widl a;; much Ea!i.: as if J 

had 
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had been born amoll!?,; them. I cannot tly I 
foref.wv any great AJvantages would accrue to 
me by this Study; but it aH<JrJeJ me, at tlt.lt 
'rime, a good deal of Pleaful"e to inftlrll1 m:;­
felf concerniIl'2; the Religion, the Laws, the . '-
Cuftoms, am! the Humours of the Pblplc I \V.\', 

amon:,:, in a more particular l\tlanner than I 
coui(! dfe have been. 

It prov'd, however, of much more Conic, 
quence th.m I expected; i,']" our Interpret,; 
dyins, the Cc·mpany fufrer'c! greatly by hil'~ 
uhlig'l! to trufi to tbe ludlam. This I pcru:i" 'ti, 
and a, the Goyernor, amI indeed all the; Gentk­
men of the Fa.~torj' had heen extreamly obli;::, 
ing to me, I was pre;vail'd upon, by my ()\~J1 
Inclinations as well as their Entreaties, to take 
upon me that Oilict.!, which I no fooner did, 
than I detected feveralImpofitions, obliged th(jl~ 
who had been guilty of them to make Allo\\" 
ances in the next Bargain; and, I may venture 
to fay, tIV'd the Company above an Hundred 
l'hou!;uld PounGs in two Years Time. 

'rhis, Sir, endear'd me very much to the 
Faaory; but it render'd me 10 hateful to tllC , 

Natives, who bctiJfe lov'd me, that they re' 
fc)lv'd, at any Rate, to get rid of a Perfon w::o 
depriv'd them of making tholl: Advanta:;ci 
thev would otherwife have done. 

Tt W:1S my Cufiom every l\10rning to rid( 
out before the Heat of the Day came UIl, ~\~1'!, 
as I fufpec:teJ no 'I'reacher)" 'went fi'equclllL' 
alune, and (: ,metinles would make an Excuf' 
lion {cveral j\1ile;s into the Country. 

This Dcpuldancc had like to have prl)v\i 
fatal to me. III one of thule Airings, as I \1'.., 

p~dLr':' 
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,palling by the Side of a thick Wood, in which 
,that Country very much abollnds, the Bridle 
-of I11V Horfe hang'n~~ careldly ovel- the Pum­
md ~f the ~'adJle, and my l'viind entirely taken 
up with a Book I ha I in my Hand, I hearJ 
the SounJ of leveral Voices, and on a fudden 
t(llilld myfc:lf incompaf.,'d by five Men, arm'd 
·with Cutlai1~s, who, wit!J()ut fpeaking a '\Vord 
,to me, feiz'd me, dra,e:;'d me 011' my IIork, 
bou!1d me Hand and Foot, :lI1LI t-/d me 011 

:one of their own Hories, while oIle of them 
Jllou'nted mine, and rode away 'with him. As 
,I was entirely unann'd, it was ill "<lin to at­
itempt any Rcfifbnec: All I could do was to 
lan( the l'vleaning; of thio Hrange U f:tge ; '\vhat 
:was their Defign, and holY I h:1l1 offended 
.their 1\Iafier, for I knew two of them to be 
rServants to a Banyall with 'whom I had a parti­
;euhr Acquaintance, and who had alwa) s ex­
:prefs'd a more than ordinary Fricndfhip for Ille. 
J~ltt there is no trull:ins to the ProfdIions of 
ithofe People; they frequently fecm mol} kind 
:",;hen they have moft the Intention of defl:roy­
in:", amI no likin[! of a Perron is fufficient to 

I • ~ .. , 

[prevent them from feeking his Ruin, when their 
jown Interei1: comes in Pbce. 
[ They made no Anfwer to any of my Qler­
~tiollS, nor feem'd the leai1: :ll'fee,eJ with the 
Remonfir:!nces I mad'.! of the IlIjufiice, and 
,Cruelty they were g:uilty of, in trcatill[.; an in­
:noccnt 1\1al1 in this IVLml1er ; and when I found 
,they made their V.lay with me into the '''lood, 
11 expeCted nothing but immediate Death, 
,and that thi~ was the Place where my l'ra­
igcJy mui1: be aCted j but I Joon found they had 
I other 
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(.thcr Orders, and co.tellting themfdvcs with 
pC1jhp;~ t!1rot~gh olle Cnrncr of it, caITy'd me 
directly to th'~ Ho,ti~= of the B{iIlYf7Jl, where t;;cy 
threN me int') a Hn:e, wi:;.;:h had hut illil Liej,t 
C!loU'!'h to ihew 111(; rl.e Horriblenc[' ,;f it; and , 

1 hr~re lett me bO'.lllt! in the j~llne Manner I h,we -
(1~ iCfib-d. 

I \,,'()u1.l h,~ cl:ricuJt, S:r, crm-i:l'led he, to 
m:,ke 'It)ll Ln';\'ie (.f wlnt I felt in thi0 Sitda­
(C)i! ; - nOlle but t>lde who have inLvit'"I,j, 
Death ibn; the 111 in t,'c Face, em he abll-' tr 
colIKcive it. I muf!: confers I wanted both' F(,r­
titUlIe and P:n!C'Jlcc. - I thought it hard t'l 
d'dO: :'.t my Years, and in the FlIlneL (,i 
f"',;n;!th and Vi,:()ur, aId yet Ir In!er to) 1"i1 - . , 

a t ~~criF.ct; tr) the CrileIl" of there BarL~t.l iLlIL. -_no T accu:-.'d m} [e1i or Cl)v,,-ardicc and Stupi-
d;ty, tint I :lad nclt~ hi oppofing the W retc:,,, 
wh:> h;id hold ()f me, prov0k'J th<';111 to eud me 
at vnee, rather than La'/c fufFer'll them to 
brin~ me wher.:' my Fate was to be no lef~ cu· 
tain, and perikps more dreadful than it COIiU 

have been by tl;eir \Veapolls AmiJft the!": 
[ld R efledions, not one flattering Idea ruk 
___ rrIJere was, indeed, not the lean: Room to 
11':,[,e I could make my Eicape, bound as i 
was, and under the Roof of ene who I mi"l.: 

~ 

well i ucke had Ilot taken this Pains to have "', 
, ,. 

in his Power to le,we me any Poffibili ty 0; 

f>;etting out of it; and I was giving way t .. 3 

Vl-'fp:lir, which would have been hig) Ily cri· 
mil'-a] in one who oq:;ht to have reJ11~mbcT'j 
nothing is impon;ble to Divine l'rovidl-'Ilcc, 
"hen all at CI;l'e I fa VI th~ Shadow of fumcthill£ 

~ 

at the Entrance of my Can:rr:. and !lean.!, 
'i ; ,,' '* \.d~· . 

, 

, 

I • • 

I. 

f,!f: . i 
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Voice cry, Rcdomond. I look'd up, and per­
ceiy'd, from the horrible D~pth in which I was 
pJulw'c1, that it was a "\ Voman dut lpoke t~ 
me. 0 Rod17J1011d, continued fue, my Htoart 
is pierced with ~h;:lTIe and Sorrow, at the 
Crudt), of my Father. ·He is detu"min'd 
to kiil you; . . it is, he thinks, a Service he 
owes h·is Country, and the Momeat he returns 
from the Town, where one of the Servants is 
IlOW gone to acquaint him with your bein;; 
taken, is defign'd to be the lail: of your Life. 

Here {he cea,'J to fpeak, and I coulJ eafily 
perceive, by the Sound of her Voice, that it 
was her Tears put a Stop to her "Vonls. I had 
ofren feen this young lIvlaid, and thougbt hcr 
cxtre:lmly ami<lble, but had no Acquaintance 
with h~r; and the Pity {he fccm'd to feel for 
:my Difl:re(~, adJc:d to the advanta;:;eou,s Idea I 
ihad before of her. I was abullt jaj ing fome­
;thing that might exprcfs my Gratitude, whcn 
~e, having rccover'd herfelf a little, refumed 
°her Di {co II rfc in there Terms: 
; 1 flatter myfelf, faid !he, it is in my Power 
ito (ave you; but no Time is to be lc,H in the 
,A tkmpt. You mufl: therc:fore bind your­
Idf by a folcmn Vow, to perform thr(!c Thilll);S 
:1 jllall injoin; which, if you confcnt to do, be 
ta[iur'd I will either preferve. or peri!h with rou. 
: 1 then tol.l her, That I {houJd t;ver leok 
iupon her as my Guardian AngLoJ; that 1 
,woulJ bind mvfelf eternally to her Sen- icc, 
~"l:ld refufe no Command (he fhould lay upon 
!me, provided Obedience was not inconfifh:nt 

ith my Duty to Hc:aven) Qr what low'll to 
y own HOllour. 

D:u 
• 

I 
! 
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Did I think you capable of infringing either, 

anfwer'd this charming Maid, I would not 
run the Hazard I now do to fave yc:m. But 
to cafe you of all Apprehenf10ns on that Score, 
know the Articles which I require your fhia 
Performance of are thefe: Firft, If I am fo 
fortunate to deliver YOll ti-om my Father's 
Power, YOll {ball never be publickly feen again 
in Bombay, but quit the Pbce with all poffiblc . 
Expedition; and as I cannot hope to be for­
given what I do for you, make me the Pamer 
of your Flight.. . . . Secondly, That durin; 
the Voyage, and on your Arrival in your Coun· 
try, or 'wherever you {hall think fi. t to go, 
you will never make any Attempts on my Vir­
tue, either by Perfuafions or Force, but fufFu 
me to live in the Way I {ball chufe.·--­
And I..;1fl:ly, That YOll will make :10 DifC0-
very of my Father's Treachery, in order to 
draw on him the Revenge of your Country­
men, but keep what has pafs'd an inviolable 
Secret. 

With thefe Words {be gave over fi)eakin~, 
expeCting me to reply, which I did in this 
Manner: l'he two Firft of your Demands are 
too a::;reeable to mv own Inclinations and Prill-

~ -
ciples not to be readily agreed to; but the Lail 
is more difficult: I fhall, however, not hefinte 
to forgive, amI bury in Silence all the Faults {: 
the Father, in Con(ideration of the Dau!!,htn" 
l\1crits, and the ObliC':ati{)l1s {be lays me un,:c;'; 

, -
and here invoke that Power, we Ellrot,.c:"i, 
worfhip, to blefs me as I obrerv~, with the 
lItmoft Exactne!s and Fiddi t,·, what is now r~-
quir'd of me. . , 
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I am f:ltisfied [tid {he, and now behold the 

Contrivance I have form'd for you; with this 
111e fl:rdck a Flint upon a Steel, and fettinf'; a 
Bundle of Straw {he had brought with her Jor 
that Purpofe, on Fire, threw it down to me; 
bt? not abrm'd, faid {he, but let it burn the 
Cords that tye your Hands, a littJ..~ Scorch­
jl1~ will be the worfl: that can befal you; for 
when the Fire has done its Work, I have "Va­
ter here to pour down, amI prevent it frOln 
guing: farther than is neceffillT' 

I cannot fay, but the Method appear'd fome­
what extraordinal'v, and the Blaze in that 
narrow Cavern vei·y terri~yillg; but my Con­
dition was defperate, and I roll'd myfelf, as well 
as I could towards th:,t Part where the Fire 

, 

was, anel continued 'till not anI·.' the Cords, 
• 

but my Cbaths were all Fire. As ['")J1 as 
1m' Hands and Feet were at Libt:1 tl', I tore 
(Iff my Coat, and being then able to' H.md up­
rii'ht, fl:amp'e! upon the Blaze 'till I entirely 
cxtin;uifh'd it without the Help of the Fair 
'111,lir/il's Buc!{Ct, which {he however empty\l 
to prevent any Dan:.:;er from its rekindling be­

fore I was got out, which fl:ill feem'd to me an 
,'in(uperable DifliCltltv, confidering the Ht:i\Tht I 

I - ~ '-

':'v:as to clamber; but my Protechefs had pro-
.videe! alfo an E~~nedient for this; ille h:1<1 
, . 
'brou"ht with her a IVlpe of Q:reat Strength, 
and ThicknciS, in ":hich havills made f(":l."ra! 

:Noof\."' for me to put Ill',' Feet' in, {he faltt:ll"'! 
~olle End to the Trunk of a 'rrce, with [0 m.l­
~I1Y Knots, that it was impoilible for it to {lip, 
~and let the other down, telling l11e I Illull: 
imakc ure of it inUcad of a Ladder. I did {.', 
"j th'J' , 

• 

, 

• 
" , , 

• 
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tho' with incredible Pain, for my Hands bein"f 
very milch fcorch'd, not only the Skin, b~t 
the Fidh in lome Places came off, by grafj)ing 
the thick and rough Cord. 1\1 y Feet were 
in the fame Condition, my Shoes alld Stockinas • to 

having been bu rnt off.' At length, however, 
I reach'd the Top; but certainly a more la­
mentable ObjeCl: could not be feen. 

Zoa, for fo the Banyan's Daughter is call'd, 
dapp'd her Hanels together, in Token of Afio­
nifhment and Pity; but as this was not a P\;Jce 
for either of us to expre[s the Paffions with 
which we were aCl:uated, 1he made a Sign to 
me to follow her, which I did as faft as the 
Sorenefs of my Feet would permit, into the 
'Vooel, where haying chefe the moil thick 
and unfrequented Part of it, 1he bad me lye 
down under the Coyer of fome Shrub, which 
~rew high, and not to move from that Place 
till her Return. 

I will not trouble rOil, Sir, pudiled nw 
young; Merchant, with the Particulars of my 
Contemplations during my waiting for Zoa ; I 
fhall only fay, that in the Midil of that Hurry. 
of Spirits I was in, from the Time of my! 
firil Seifure, to my firange Deliverance from' 
that dreadful Pit, whence I had expeCted to . 
rife no more, I did not forget to blefs the 
D;"ine Power, which had fo miraculoufly pre­
(er,,'r! me, nor to invoke the Continuance of 
his Goodnefs. • 

It was about two Hours, as near as I can 
guels, that I continued in the Poilure Zoa I,d 
left me, without hearing the Sound of :my 
human Feet appro;Jching that \Vay.. At 

J,;f: 
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lall: a certain RufHing in the Thioket inform'd 
me fome living Creature was not far off; as I 
had (orne Apprehenlions concerning the mif· 
chievous Animals that haunt thore vVoods, I 
ventur'd to lift my Head above my leafy Co­
vert, in order to difcovcr what it was, and be 
upon my Guard againi1 any Attack of the Na· 
t'!rc I irna'!in'd; but my Coni1ernation yen; ,---,. ~ 

, lTot!chcncrcas'd, "..,hen I faw a lIlE/;ro Sbvc with 
a .ilund.Jc l!r.rlcr his Arm, C0me dirdU;( where 
I was; I crouched (b,-m ;;rrain with all the 

- " Hafte I could, whcn the Perron who had gil'en 
me this Palpitation c~E'd me of it, bv c211ing 
me by my Name, in a Voice which I fooll 
knevv was th"t of my fair Deliverer. Rodr;--
m~r:d, faid [nc, do you think it poffible even 
for my own Father to know me in tllis Dif-

- guife? I then had Courage to rife, and indeed 
cou'd fcarce be convinc'd, that ullder the Fonn 
of a crooked and deform '.-/ ]l.T~z,.a, I f:!W the 
beautiful Zo«. The Ai10nifhment file [.,w me 

'in, forc'd a Sm;le from !In, in fpite of the 
, Anxiety fJle mui1 of Confcguencc be in, ~t 
, what ilia had undertaken; but finding fl:e was 

fufficiently conceal'd, fue open'd her Bundl'?, 
I which conrnin'd the Habit of a Slave; this 
'!he made me put on, and afterwards fUn my 
Face with a certain black Ointment, whiCh 
made me fcem as much a Negra as if ! baJ 
been born in Guiney. 

When {he had thus provided againi1 all Dif­
covery, in cafe we had been feen by any that 
knew us, fue told me that when fue left the 
Houfe, ller Father was not come ho,mc, hilt 

C-' ( 
~ "\", ";1 s 
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was expetled every l'vloment ;' That no 
body as yet had been near the Pit, and my 
Efcapc was not dreamt of. .T11en:fore, faid 
ihe, you muf!: now confider what Friend you 
can befl: depend upon to conceal us, till fome 
Ship goes off; for it will be wholly impropcr 
to go to your own Houfe, as you are under an 
Obligation to keep all this a Secret. 

I did not long heiitate on whom I fhou'd 
rely; there was a Gentlcman, who above all 
the ref!: had given me lignal l\1arks of his 
Ef!:eem, and who I knew was entirely frcc 
from all that Levity of Nature which occaii­
ons a Curioflty of diving into Affairs impro­
per to be reveal,<.!. The Pain I was in, by 
that defperate Way I was oblig'd to take in 
order to get rid of my Bonds, would not fuf­
fer )Tle to walk, without fupporting myfelf with 
a Bough of a Tree, which I with fome Difficul­
ty tore- off, and lean'd upon: Yet I know not, 
jn the Condition I was, whether I ihould 1Ja\'c 
been able to have reach'd the Fatlory, jf Pro· 
vidence had not fent an unexpe.:1:eJ Rdief; as 
we were walking, or rather creeping, tllr my 
kind Companion was obliged to keep my Pace, 
1 faw my own Horfe grazing at Liberty, witlj 
the Saddle and every thing jufi as whel'! 1 hJd 
been forc'd from his Back., I prefently 
mounted him, and Zoa got behind me, till II'e 

arriv'd very near my Friend's- Houfe, when, 
by her Advice" we quitted him, and went iO!1 

foot to the Door: By our good Fortune he 
bappen'd to be at home3 but under the AppeJr­
ance I was, I found fame Difficulty of being 
admitted: The Servants told me he w"s bUll, 

OInJ 

.. , 
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IU1d infifted en my telling them from whom I 
came, or they would not difturb him; and I 
was oblig'd to name my own Name, . and fay 
1 was rent by myfelf, on an Affair of very 
great Importance, before they would go in ta 
him; at lail: I was_ introduc'd, but Zoa was 
left in an outer Room. As fOOIl as I round 
myfelf alone with him, I difcover'd who I 
was, told him that a very extraordinary Occa­
lion, which I beg'd he wou'd difrenfe with 
my revealing, at lea{l: for fome 'rime, ren­
der'd it abfolutely J1eceilary I ihou'd quit Bom­
bay with the fir{l Ship, and that I chofe not ta 
appear any more while I contiJ1u'd there; fa 
dc1ir'd he would now give a Proof of that 
Friend1hip he had always profefs'd, by permit­
ing me, and a Companion I had with me, to 
remain privately in his Haufe till we had an 
Opportunity of departinfj. 

He was very much <!lTI;lz'd, as indeed he 
had Reafon to be, both at my 'l'ransformation 
and RequcH, but ;li1ill-'d me, that I might de­
pend on every thing in his Power to It:l"\-e me ; 
but added, jf I kid had the l\1isfortul1e of 
doing any thing for wllich the Law might take 
hold of me, that his Houfe would be an im­
proper Place to take ~hclter -in, as it would 
probably be fir{l [earch'd, on Account of 
the known Intimacy between U3. • 

This givin~ me to ullder{l:alld he im;>gin'd I 
had either kill'J a Man, or commit[ J fome 
very gro[·;;I\1i(demeanor; 1 thou~ht it proper 
-to let him know, that neither mvfelf, liar the 

'-Per(oll for whom I egually begg\l his Protec-
tion, had been guilty of :!ny thing oJtcllfivc ; 
_ _ C 2 .nd 
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and that it was for the Crimes of others, not 
(Jur own, that we were oblig'd to leave Bom­
oay. I added, that I was at preCent under a 
maG: folemn Engagement not to l-eveal the Se~ 
cret.; but he would foon be convinced, when 
I fhould be mifs'd in the Faaory, by what 
would be faid concerning me, that whatever 
Search might be made for me, wou'd be occa­
fion'd more by Friendfuip than Reven?;e. 

He then beg'd my Pa'rdon for his Mifl:ake, 
which he jufi:ly faid might well happen, on 
feeing me in tll:<t Difguife, and order'd the 
other feeming Negro fhou'd be call'd in. 

You will eaGly believe, Sir, my fudden ab­
fconding caus'd a great Surprize in the Colony; 
but no one being able, after the moG: diligent En­
q\1iry, to hear any thing of me, and my Horfe 
being afterwards found, it was fuppos'd I had 
been torn to Pieces by fome wild Beafr, ann 
had the Satisfaction to find I was enough be­
lov'd to have my imaginary Death very much 
lamented . 

• 

My Friend all this Time Jabour'd under an 
Afioniiliment at the Motives of my Behavi~ 
our, which with all the Pains he took was im­
poffible to be conceaI'd ; the generous Zon per­
ceiv'd it, and aIfo the Confrraint it was to me 
to hide any thing from a Friend who fo well 
ucferv'd my Confidence; and feeing me one 
Day more than ordinarily thoughtful,- Ro­
demond, faid !he, I fuould be forry' the Life 1 
bave preferved fhould he attended with any 
Djfquiet on my Score. I confent your 
Friend fhall be made acquainted with our 
whole Adventure, provided YOll engage hi~ 
. P.romifc 

• 

• 
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Promife not to divulge it to any other Perfon~ 
or feek any Revenge on my Father. 

I cannot exprels how much this Goodnefs 
charm'd me, nor the Satisfaction I took in un­
bof..)ming myfclf entirely to my Friend, who 
heard the Story wi~h the utmofr Surprize: As 
much Horror as he conceiv'd at the Proceed­
jn~ of the treacherous and rnercylefs Ballyall, 
the Virtues of his Daughter indemnified him 
in his Opinion, and he repeated the Vow to 
her, he before had made to me, never to men­
tion the Affair. She then told him that her 
Father had no perfonal Ill-will to me; but Oil 

the Score of my taking upon me to be an In·­
terpretcr, he thought it was doing a Service to 
his Nation to get rid of me. That the 
Thing had been long concerted between him 
and fome others, and Wait laid for me, and 
that the Pit I was thrown into was intended 
to be my Grave; after they had l110t me. She 
arlded aIfo, that having over-heard this Deftgn, 
~d detefring the Bafenefs of it, lhe had it in 
ller Thoughts to give me fame Warning of it 
by a Letter, but having no Perf on in whom 
fhe eou'd confide, on the one Part, and the -Apprehenfions of my difeovering it on the 
'other, and thereby drawing the Refentment of 
;ell the Engli./h on her Father, had ueterr'd 
her; but that on hearing I was taken, the 
Horror of my Fate fo frruck her, that Ihe im­
mediately refolv'd to forfake Father, Fortune. 
Friends, and Country, and hazard every 
Thing, rather than not prevent it, if there 
was a Poffibilitv . 

• 

C3 My 
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1\-1 y Friend undcrftood not a Word of thO! 

111alayan Language, and fhe fpoke no Eng/if};, 
fo I was oblig'd to interpret the little Narra­
tive fhe made, and the many Praifes he gave 
in Return, which were fo great, that when I 
repeated them to her, her lVlodclty would /Jot 
fufTer me to go on, and I wa~ ()blig'd to HiRe 
many of them: It is certain he lpoke out of 
the Abundance of his Heart. ' He often told 
me afterwards, that he had never read or heard 
of any Thing that afFeEl:ed him fo much, and 
in his Opinion fhe had {hewn more of the re"l 
H"raine, th:lI1 any who had adorn'd Antiquity. 

As al\ the Enquiry made after me by th~ 
Governor, am! the Gentlemen of the Fa&o­
ry, coulJ inform them nothing:, it was be­
lieved by every body that I was dead; and ac­
cordingly, my EfFetl:s depofited under the Care 
of twelve of the Princjp~ls, as is the Cuftom 
on the Deceafe of anyone, in order to be re­
mitted to my Relations in England. .That 
Friend at whofe Houfe I was, was one of 
them, and as I inform'J him of all the Parti­
culars of my Fortune, he was able to gather 
in much more than would ever have been pro­
duc'd, had I been dead in Reality. 

Zoa all this Time would not be prevail'd 
lIpon to quit her Difguife, nor fufrer me to do 
fo, tho' we were both lodg'd in Chambers of 
which the l\1aHer of the Houfe kept the Keys, 
and permitted no body to enter but himfelf, fo 
fearful was lhe left by any Accident either of 
us fhould be feen, and the Mi£l:ery unravel'd, 
to the Prejudice of her Father.· Care was 
taken, however, to provide her Habits, and 

every 
• 

• 
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every thing nece{I:'lry for a Perfon of her Sex 
and Condition, againft we went on board ... 
whi;::h was in about fix "\Veeks after tile Ac­
cident. 

My Friend ngrced with the Capt:lin for 
th ~ Pa fja[,;c of two Perfons, whofe Names were 
to he cO~1Ceal'd ; but told him he would be 
an(wcrable that, tho' we chafe to go in private~ 
no Crime could be bid to our Charge, which 
t}lOuld occafion his being call'd to an Account 
for receiving us on Board. 

The Day we were to embark, I dreft my­
felf as I had been accufl-om't! to do, and 'Loa 
alfo wafh'J the bJ..ck Ointment from hel" 
Hands and Face, and put on an Englijb Ha­
bi t, which, tho' al together new to her, {he 
appear'J perfeCtly eafy and genteel in. My 
Friend, who had never before feen her as a 
Woman, was dazzled and tranfported when 
he firft came into the Room.· He confeR: 
he had never beheld any Thing fo lovely, and 
was reftrain'd from yielding his whole Soul to a 
ParJion more tender than Admiration, only by 
the Imagination he always had, that there was 
fome LrrJe join'd with the Pity which had 
cnsag'c1 her to f!;o f uch Lenf!;ths for my Sake. 
Indeed, Sir, continued Rodomond, with a Sighy 
her Perfon is not lefs amiable than her Mind. . 
He~ Mother, it (eems, was an European; and 
fhe retains only fa much of her Father's Co­
lour as to render her what may be call'd a 
brown \Voma~. Her Eycs arc fparlding,. 
and full of Fire.' All her Features regu-
lar; and there is an enchanting Sweetne(& 
about her Mouth, which no Defcription caa 

C 4- come 
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\:ome up to ; but as I flatter myfelf you will 
permit me to bring her to wait on you, I £baa 
leave the Dccifion of what £be is to your J udg­
roent. 

Here, faid this generous Perfon, I could not 
forbear interrupting my young Merchant, by 
faying to him; perhaps, Rodomolld, I may 
not fte with your Eyes. Thefe few 'Vords, 
pronounc'd in a more ferious Tone than ordi­
nary, and accompanied with a Look that I 
believe had fomewhat in it of aull:ere, put him 
into fuch a Confulion, that I was oblig'd to 
tell him I expected the Conclufion of the Nar­
rative he had begun, befi.Jre he cou'd recover 
himfdf encu;h to purfue his Difcourfe. 

As fOOll, laid he, as the Approach of Night 
f .. vour'd our Departure with the Sccrecy we­
wifh'd, I wrap'll myfe1f up in my Cloak, and 
Zoa pluck'd a Hood over her Face, and thus, 
accompany'd by our worthy Holl:, went down 
to the Port, where the Ship was lying at Anchor. 
He wou'd needs fee us on Board, and cOIlti­
nued with us in the Cabin 'till we were ready 
to [<lil. then recommended us to the Care of 
the Captain, and went on Shoal'. To com­
ply with the Timi,:ity elf ZO(7, who {iill trem­
bled Lr her Father, I kept clofe ill the Cabin, 
'till after wc h:ld wcigh'c! Anchor, and were out 
4t Sea; but her Apprehenfiolls being then 
o\'cr, I £bew'J myfdi to the C,lptain, with 
whom I was weil acquainteJ. Never was Sur­
prife greater than he "vas in, to find me jiving, 
after the whole Colony had bewail'J my 
De'lth, and that I quitted Bombay in fo odd 
~ !'l~l1er. He :lfk'J me many Qlefiions, 

which 
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which I evaded anfwering directly, and pre­
fentincr Zaa to him, gave him Liberty to think 
ir w;Jsofor fome Reafons relating to that beau­
tiful Partner of my Voyage, that r took it 
t-ither 10 fuddenly or fo privately. 

This, Sir, continued Rodomond, is all I have 
to acquaint you with, except that the Friend­
I mention'd, has order'u it fo, that all my 
Effects will follow me the next Ship .. 

I then told him that I found fomething 
fo fingular in his Efcape from t11e Banyan, 
that it might almofl: be look'd upon as 1l1ira­
culous, and I thought all Gratitude was owing 
to the fair Maid that l1ad contriv'd it; but, 
faid I, willing to fo:thom IllS Inclinations, I 
have obferv'd that tbro' the Courfe of your 
Story you have fi)(.)ke of lJer with a 'Varmth, 
which makes me fear, that however pun8ual 
you have been in one Part of the Promire ihe 
exaB:ed from you, you have not been able to 
fulfil the other, and flle perhaps might not fo 
firenuciufIy infifi on your keeping it, as {he at 

. flrft affected to do.· Come, Rodo7Jiond, 
purfued I, perceiving he was in an ext ream 
Perplexity, confds the Truth of thi, Affair. 
--.1 now, indeed, am pail thore Pains and 
Pleafures which are cal!'d Love, but pct I am 
not fa old as to have ~rgot the Ddires and 
Impatiencies of Youth. 1 kllow how diffi­
cult it is to prelerve l\1oderation, when BeautY7 
Love, and Opportunity invites, and ill [o.Iong 
a Voyage. 

Ah Sir! I conjure you, interrupted he, 
throwing himfelf at my Feet, entertain 110 

Thought in Prejudice of t~1C Virtue uf the ad-
. C 5 ll1irabl<: 
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mirable Zoa . I will lay open all my Soul 
to you. 'Tis true, I love her. -lYly 
Inclination goes Hand in Hand with the Gra­
titude lowe her, as the Prefervcr of my Life; 
and both together, make up the moft perfec1 
Paffion that ever was in the World. I con­
fefs too that I have declar'd it to her, and that 
I have been happy enough to make an Impref­
fion on her Heart._ That {he has confent­
ed to be mine by fuch Ways as are approv'd by 
Heaven, and warranted by the Laws of Man; 
but, SIr, I conceal'd nothing of my Affairs 
from her, I told her I had a Patron, a Bene­
faaor, a more than a Father, to whom I 
ow'd my All, and without whom I could do no­
thing. She approved the duteous R<::(pect;­
prais'J my juft Gratitude, andprotefted th~.t 
in cafe I ever hverv'J (rom it, the Regard {he 
now had- for me would be ldfen'd. This, 
Sir, added he, is the true State of the Affair be­
tween us. Dear as file is to me, {he 
never {hall be mine without your Permiffion; 
but, if you think proper to refufe it, grant, I 
befeech you, that I ;nay be11:ow on her vIl~ 
Half of what my InJuftry has :lcquir-d, eith~t 
as a Dowry for [orne happier Man, or to live 
!ingle, independent on the 'YorIo. Thi, 
is the lea11: fhe ought to expct1 from me; after 
haYing quitted every Thing for me, and YOll, 
I am certain, are too good, too jufi to cppo!c 
• It. 

The Earnefinefs with which he fpoke thde 
Words, convinced me at once of his Honour, 
and the Fervcilcy of his Paffion. at lea11: I f:ln­
cied 10) and was very much affcaed by it; to 

- -
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maintain however, the Gravity of my Charac­
ter, and, at the fame Time, to be more alfur'd, 
he was not deceiv'd by his Inclinations for the 
illdion Maid, into a better Opinion of her tban 
{he deferv'd, I reply'd to him in there Terms: 

Rodomond, f:lid I, after railing him from the 
Pofiure he was in, I do not pretend by what I 
h:we done for you, to alfume any Power over 
yoa; bu t my Years, and the Experience I have 
of the World, ought' to give my Advice a Chim 
to your Attention. I acknowledge the Ob­
ligations you have to Zoo. Whatever View 
{he might have in fetting you free, the Ad-· 
v.lI1tage ha~ yet been wholly yours;, there-· 
ture it would be monfirous in you not to make 
C'lfv the Life of a Perfon to whom YOLI are in­
debted for YOllr own; but as to IvIarriage, I 
"-(JU1J h:lVe you confider from what Race {he 
fprunr" and that the is of a People famous for 
'rre:,chery. 

Here he was about to interrupt me, but I 
prevcnted him by crying, hold, Rodomond, I 
'·.ccufe her not; {he may be no leis ami­
able i;l her lV1ind, than your fond Paflion 
p:lints her Pcr{on. I will fee her, and after 
th~,t give you my Sentiments. 

He then told me, that during the Voyage 
he had tau2'ht her Englijh, which fhe now fIJOke 
tolerably well, and tb.t he wifh'd no more: 
than that I would admit her to my Pref"nce ; 
he faid he had left her at the Inn where the 
Coach fet up, 'till he could provide a Lodr:ing 
for her, and would bring her immeqiatcly. 
To this I readily confcnted, and withal bad 
him think of reeking no other Home at prefcnt, 

either 
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either for her or himfelf, than my Houfe. I 

He feem'd tranfported at this, and took his 
Leave; but in lefs than half an Hour return'd, 
and prefentcd to me the ObjeCt of his Af­
feCtions. 

On the firf!: Sight I found indeed his Paffioll 
had not given a flattering Defcription of her. . 
Belides the Beauty of her Features, there is 
fomething irrelif!:ibly engaging in the Air of 
her whole Perfon; and I 'm.uf!: own that out 
~f this Company, I never beheld any Thing 
more lovely and attraaive. I receiv'd her 
with all the Civilities {be could expea, and 
made her the Offer of an Apartment in my 
Haufe, with which {be feem'd extreamly 
pleas'd, and told me in broken, tho' very agree­
able Englijh, that fhe believ'd I was the uni\'er­
fal Father of the Dif!:refs'd. 

But I have already too much prolong'd my 
Narrative, fo 1 will put an End to it by afIu­
:ring you, that a few Days ferv'd to convince 
me {be was well worthy of Rodomond.-· -­
She feem'd dehrous of being' initiated into the 
Chrifiian Faith. the Articles of which Rodo­
?nond had fully inftruaed her in, on which I 
prep:lr'd for the Cerem.ony, and was myfclf her 
Godfather. After her Baptifm 1 gave a ready 
Confent to the Nuptials of two Perfons who 
feem'd defign'd by Nature for each other; they 
t!:ill remain with me, and it will not be with 
my Confent if they ever leave me. 

This, Madam, continued he, to Ethelinda, 
has been the Caufe of my being a Kind of 
Truant in my DCVQlrs, and if it is infufficient 

to 
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to obtain my Pardon, I am ready to fubmit to 
any Penance you {haIl enjoin. 

No, anfwer'd that charming- Lady, it muH: 
be own'd you have made ample Reparation ; 
but it is your 'Yay by giving a feeming OfFence, 
to confer a real Obligation; not but I muit tell 
you that you are a little revengeful too; you 
foreh,w the amiable Picture you gave me of 
ZGa, wou,'d lay me under the Necei1ity of be­
coming your Petitioner to fee the Original.; 
but that's a Humiliation I am very well COIl­

tent to bear, provided you gratify my Jmpa-
, 

tlence. 
The Perfon to whom thefe 'Vords ",:ere :td­

dre(,;'d, was about to make fame Reply, when 
B'//imfl1tte prevented him, b .. , 1:\) ing, 70.7 ha!; 
doubtlef<; her PerfeCl:iom, but RorkmQnd is m \' 
Favourite: In my Opinion {he run too great :l 
Riik, and with a IVlan of Ids Virtue, her Pity 
might have prov'd fatal to h.::r. 

o Madam, cry'd Phi/des, a trttly generolls 
~1ind thinks every Thing like itfdf.----Bclide:;, 
the Cl1araCl:er of Rod2JIIQnd might not he tlll­
known to her; and if he even ilio 1I \1 have 
chanced to have fail'd in that Part of it, 'which 

, indeed moll: IVlen are frail in, if we melY J'udr.:c , <> 
of her Ingenuity by the .h.lfe.1l1S {he c()l1triv'd fOI' 

his Efcape, we may reafonably bdie\'e {]w 
would have fOllnd fome l\1eans Jor the Prcfcr­
vation of her Honour. 

For my Part, rejoin'd Ethelinda, I find them 
hath fa worthy, that I know not which moP.: 
Ihares my Ell:eem and Admiration; and when 
I exprefs'd a Defire to fce ZOCl, I did not mean 
to exclude her Hufband. Examples of Grati-

tude 
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tudc and Confbncy in Love, are fa very rarc in 
this AC';c, that where they are met with, they 
cannot be trcated with too much Rcfpcct. 

I am of your Opinion, .l'viadam, faid Be/li­
mante; but thofc are Virtues which Time 
alone can prove, and it was for this Reafon I 
trembled for Zoa, when I found fhe hold rafhly 
trufieJ herfelf in the Power of a Man whore 
PI inciples {he was unacguainted with. 

I :fl:ould have done the fame., cry'd Dorili­
thm" if Acq/l1J had not inform'd us R~dlimond 
Was a l\tIan of Senfc ; and one who is truly fo, 
cannot he guilty either of Lc-,ity or Ungencro­
fity, at leaH a late cekbra(ed Poet has given it 
liS as a 1\1axim. 

1 Y.:re you, .ye Fair, !Jut cat/ticus wbom you tr'9'l; 
If/auld you but think h~w .Idiom Fools are jlyi ; 
So mony ofFlll" Sex WOliN not in vain, 
Of fc:itbltJs j/5m, awl hroken Vows complain. 
Or all fix 7,ariuls Jf/rdi:hcs Love has mad", 
How fiw /.lave ben by Mm of Sm.fe bdray'd? 
Com'inc'd by Rea(oll, they ymr Pliwer con{tj's,' 
Plcas'd to It' hap/,y, as y.JiI'ye p/ms'd to bl./s, 
..,"ir,d COi~" iJUJ oJ j'o •. l'· 1 J L rt /;, !.; 11 'Jever luve JOIl left. 

The Poets, rcfum'J Bellimallte, will (;,y:<nr 
thing ttl hc'ir;htcn a Character, but I thin/i.l\h. 
R:;we a Etlle forgot himfclf in this, for I dOll', 
find Lctbal'iQ, tho' a rill a in , either fays or dOl, 
any thing throughout the whole Play, that cm 
make him be look'J upon as a .Fod; and I 
fhan't t;J.!cc his "Vord a~ainfi that of another 
Authar, v.rhofe "Vit and UnJedhndin<T W:\\ 

"" never c:cli'd in Q.\,ldlicll, yet who, by his own 
Confcflicll, 
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ConfclFon, was the mofl: incnnlbnt Creature 
in the \Vorld.-----'Tis C,wlty I me:m.----Hear 
his Chronicle of Mifireifes. 

I. 
Margarita firjl pojJt:jl, 
If I remember well, my Breqjl, 

Margarita ji1jl of all; 
But when a-wlJile the wanton .i7faid, 
IYith my rtfllrfi Heart bad pia),' d, 

Martha took tbe flying Ball. 

II. 
Martha Joan did t', njign 
'To the beauteous Katherine; 

Katherine gave Placl!; 
T/)Q' l?ath and {mgry}he to part, 
Wltb the PoffijJicn of my l-leart, 

To Eliza's conquering Faa. 

lIT. 
Eliza 'till tbis Hour migJ.t rf'ign, 
lJad fhe not c'L·il Councils ta' en ; 

FUNdamental Laws Jhe hrokt!, 
And jli/l 11t'W Faveurites fhe cbcF, 
'TiL/lip in Arms my PajJi~n roJe, 

And caJl aw"y be,. Yoke. 

IV. 
Mary, tben, andgmtit!Aune, 
Botb to reigll at once hegan, 

Altf'nzatdy they jiuay'd; 
And JOmetimt's Mary was the Fail', 
.l!,ld Jometimes Anne the Crown did w~ar, 

AildJOmctima bot/; lobcy'd. 
• 

•• 
1 
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v. 

Another Mary then aro}.', 
And did rigorous Laws imf'D}', 

A mighty 'Tyrallt jhe ! 
Long, alas! jhould I have hem 
Undll" that Iron feefter'd !.tw:en, 

Had not Rebecca fit me fi"ec. 

VI. 
IT?ben fair Rebecca pt me free, 
'TivtH thm a goldm 'Time witb me ; 

BIl! j?CIZ tbofc Plc"a.fures fled: 
For the gl"aciolls Princtjs dy'd 
in I.>,'r 'Youth and Beallty's Pridf", 

A.·id Judith reigned in ber jlead. 

- VII. 
One MJllth, tbrt"t! Days, and h:71f all Elour. 
Judith held the Sovereign Power; 

!f.7cndrous beautiful ber Face, 
Butfo weak alldfinal! ber !Pit, 
That jhe to govern was unfit, 

And .fa Sufannah took her Plaet. 

vm. 
when Ifabella came, 
, d with a reJllefs Flame, 
AI/d the Artil'el}' of ho' Eye, 

'Fbi/" fIN proudly march'li about, 
Greater ConqueJls to find out, 

SIN b,'at ~ut Sufan b), the ['ye. 

IX. 
Bu! in her PIlla I thm they'd 
Eket ryed Befs, 1m' rice-Roy l1:'/aid; 
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<]0 whom enjilt:d a J7acanq : 

• 

Tlmifrmd worfe PalJions Ibm f>offifl, 
The iJJ/crr,gnulJI of my Breq/I. 

Blifs me from fllch (Ill Anarchy! 

X. 
(;tl/t!e Henrietta tbm, 
.1::d a third Mary lU ..... t bEgan; 

nen Jane, and Jean, and Audri:t, 
.hJld tbm a p~'dty l'homafinc, 
/I.d then anothEr Katherine, 

And tbm a f01Jg Etcetera. 

XI. 
J}ut jb-;: ... .'d j 1l{;'1U t'J y.-: II nla!t! 
'lb,' St"Il;;th and Riches of their State; 

'lhe Powtltr, Pfltches, and the Pins, 
· The Ribm!ds, Y,wt/s, aNd the Rings, 
· TtH Lace and Paiilt, awl warlike Things, 

'That make up ali their llIaga-zillfs. , 

• 

• • 

, 

• 

XII. 
If I jJ)ol!ld hll t/Je politick Arts, 
<]0 takt aJld keel) .I~lt'Jls Jleal'fs; 

'Ibe Lctt~rs, E"d)oj/ie.r , mId Spies, 
TIJC Fr;wlI.;, aid Smi/,·s, alld Flt/tlnus, 
The .FYu.!rrt.Js, 'l~Ylrs, and l){'1"j!tr/t~.\·., 

'-' . 
},;umbdl./s, lIfll/ld,j;' A,f;jlaies ! 

XIII. 
r['itb all tbe little Lime-twigs laid, 

· By l\1atchiavel, tbe waiting lI1;liri ; 

-\ 

I mort' voluminous jJ;.(}u{d gru~u. 
• (ChirJly if I, like them, jboulri t.'!l 
jAil CI>aJ/ge of lYeathers that btfdl,) 

7Z'all HollinihcJ or Stow. • XIV, 

• 



~f.2 The Ladfs Dr,1wing Roc",. 

K',w, continued this charming Lady, I w;'l 
le:lve it to thc Judi~m~nt of the Comp:m", i(it 
i" /lot p")niH~ for a ;\:T:t~l of ,Vit to bc lIn:;:r:,!" 
{' . I' J' I' - , 11" "J ,....,.,( "'U' -1' III '''J'> to Jl~"C' [1- . '. '-. -, I"-II! .\.... ,", .4" JI.. '-, .1, ,t ,e I., 

£) '" h "" ¥ f L {i"" '-.....:.!;~j!t:e5 t 2.t In.l.-{~ tljC 1 ~ .. ~nle 0 ove 0 JIll!!., 
terrible to our Sex. ' 

Nothing, cry'd DorintlJUS, hafti1}', could make 
the Author Reparation for the wrong ConHruc, 
tion you put upon his Verf~s, but the enchant, 
ing manner in which you have repeated them, 
fince they were evidently intended rather to 
{hew the Errors ami ill Condua of fome LaJie; 
he: happen'd to be acquainted 'with, than the 
Incnnfbncy of his own N ;.:ture. 

A5 to his Intentions, rcply'd !he, I will not 
difpute them with you. ------ A Man given t,) 

ch:lnsc will always fin,l an Exc'.lfe f,;r it, 1)', 
bring the Blame 011 the P(:ri~Jl1 he forUc, 
wLich, in my Jud;mc:nt, is f,,) f.w from :llb'i, 
tin;, that it greatly a~gra\'atcs the Crim<:, i',' 
adc!inf': Injufl:ic..: to Levity. The more 'Vi,!.: 
h:\5, the more capable he is of doing this, ;.r.: 
thcr"f,l\'e the more dan<>crous; and fuch, I 

~ 

think, C:,w/ry muft have been. 
Take care, lovdy Bellimonte, faid Ar[jh. 

how you pafs too fevere a Cenfurc 011 a jlA ,. 
, , .. " 

• I .. 'I 
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T'bi' Lady's Drmc}ing Room. 43 
"'ho, in his Time, was the Darling of the Fair, 
:ind who in all his "Vorks, dilcovers a certain 
,~'.';cetr.crs of DiftJOfirion, which could never 
(!Ilrer him to be ungrateful or unkind. But as 
he is now rumoft forgot in the '\IV orld, I muft 
n()t 10le Sight of the Argument, and beg Leave 
to "j"e my Vote for the Part Dorinthus Ins 

• -=' • 

taken in it, and to add, that if a l\1an of S<.:lIle 
,.is guilty 01 Inconftancy, he will bc at leaft 
a'talll'd of it. He will e\l(:eavour to conceal, 
:if he c:mnot vanquii11 his Error; whereas a 
Fool t.lkes Pride in puhlifhing the Conquefis he 
1),,5 m,:de, .md pl:Ihaps values thenl for no other 
'Rc,t(, n . 

.. -Indeed, my dear B,1Iimallte, [lid Ethelinda, I 
:Jl1ufr give it againft you; whenever our Sc:x are 
:wcak enough to throw olt· the Guard of our 
10WII Honour, and tndl to that of another, 
-we certainly have leIs to fear from the lHan of 
"alid Sen fe, than the vain airy Coxcomb: The 
:,\Voman dcceiv'd by the one may be unhappy, 
,but will never bc expo~'d ; but the unthinking 
~She, who falls a Prey to the other, is undone 
-for ever, in her Reputation as well as Peace of 
ifvlind. . But, I think, continued £he, enough 
!las been [lid on this SubjeCl: ; indeed I think 
J(,a much, fillce it has made us Ilcg:ldlflll of the 
Share AcaJlo had in the Adventul'c he has rcla­
-ted, withCJut whole Generolity and BCIlevo­
.knee the V irtues of Radomolld might prubaLl y 
;:never have had the Oppurtunity of lhcwing 
jthemfclves. 
l True, Madam, reply'd Phi/des, many a 
~Gcllius, who might fhine fi)rth to the Glory or 
11m Country, is bury'd in Ol.J{cllrity, 101' want 
i uf 
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4t1r The Lady's DrmviJ1g RooJJt. 
of Encouragement to call it forth; and I know 
no ?;reater or more laudable InHance of pl!blick 
Spirit, than that of f~'11rh-in6' as much ;!s i, in 
our Power, the Deficic:ncies of Fortune to ill­
digmt !vIt'1-;t. Chari tr, Comp:1 (linn, and Ge­
llcrofity, indeed, are l10ble Virtues, thou) 
inclifcriminately, and without Difl:inaion, e;.:-. -
crci~,,'d on all who nn',' teem proper Obj('ck 
but who/l our Pity i0 '£:uidd by Diji:erm!l'.'i:. 
and the Favours 'we confer are proportion'!1 ;!c· 
cordin~ to the llcrtb of the Rl'Ceivcr, "v(~ de .:> 

Honour to ourfelves, :1n,l S2r\'icc to the C;'rT.-

m<1nv,:ealth. How memorable, how W,,': !i:' 
Jmitation is t/l:lt reJlet;.l~ill:~ J<l.!;,:m~nt, t: 

which wc are inJehted fc)r a Pri~r l 'rhe nOl': 
Duke faw into the V,duc of tint DiaiTl8r.i 
through ;\11 its native Roughnefs, vouchfafecl to 
lift it fi-Oln the Earth, where, but for him, I: 
might have lain for ever unregarded, gave Or· 
ders for its poJifhing, and made it fit to aJorr. 
the Cabinet of the beft of Qleens. 

Neither ought it ever to be forgot, {aid Do­
rill/bus, that when a Genius not inferior to thl: 
of him vou Inve nam'd, was under the Per'[· 
cution of unjufl: R"ge anJ Party iVlalicC', f[ 
fOlln.! Protection from ~.n i1!ulrriol!S Pe'{ c. 
who generouOy efIlOus'd the C:lutC ul \Vit :,::: 
Virtue :lgainfl: even the 1\ ~I. .. n~ccs of pO~\\P('r. 

E t{,,·lind,7 had probably made fome A.d·.'." 
to thete 'Vords, as {he was very much c('~.· 
cern'd in them, had {he not been pn:\'(:ntti 
bv' the comin:" in of tour Ladies, who all;c: . ., 
once cncreas'd the Allemblv. Thete w,'rc :.: 
Perf<ms of Qlality, bllt more difiing:lliili'd b.v t1,: 
Pcct:lia:-ity of their Chara,:tcl's. AL:!antb,', tr' 

.:: ~ : 
.l ..... ' 
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• 

~J1: that enter'd, llad been marry'd extremely 
yOlln~, to a l\!Ian of Sixty, and v.'ho, befldes 
the Di/proportion of his Ag-c with her's, had 
110 one good Q!.':din· to recommend him to her 
Afrcaions ; but as {he l,b'c'."J the J h.'latcs of 
her Dutl' to her F:1thcr, ill j~Cl itlcing lll:rf,-lf 
in this ]\1;u1I1er, {he was 110 let:, l'unCiu;d in ob­
fcrvin~ tInt of a \\life, and all the Timc be 
liv'd bi:haved to Lim :IS if Love had difi)os'J her 
to him. Her Condua: was no Iet:s exunplary 
after his Deceafc; and thol!gh left a vcry 
youn~ ::tnd riL'h \VieJo\\" refus'd all OfFers of a 
,feconJ 1\1arriage, was look'J upon as a P:lttcrn 
the moD: worthy Imitati':111 ; Ole was renne-us, 
humane, afbble, and charitable; h::o a be­
Gaming Gravity in her Drefs anc! Dep()rtmcllt~ 
nor could Envy, or the mJfi penetrating 1\1a­
'lice, find any thing to condemn; 'till at an 
Age when others b~gin to throw off whatever 
;V;nities their Youth might have been gl!ilty 
(If, fhe on a [udden altum'd all tho(e Airs 
'Ill'hich are leaft exculable, evea in the Young­
eft and mofi Beautiful, heeune a Coquet at 
iiixty, and torgot a~1 thole Virtucs-, and even 
that Decorum for which rae had heen fi) much 
~m'd ; went every Day to St. Yamn's, gave 
JIlto all the l\.1odes ;md l\1:u1I1ers of tlut Place; 
her Drets was fan!icd with the Gaid/ of Fit:.. 
teen; her whole Study was employ'd to repair 
~e Dam'lgcs of Time, by all the Aids of Art. 
~-Her Conver(ation was all on Operas, Plays, 
and RlIb,. . The Htight of her Ambition 
,,?,as to be thought in Favour with the Princef-
4'es ; her Rcligio~ conlified ill paying con!lantly 
~ her 

• • 



46 The Ladj's Drawing Roc",. 
her Devoirs to them, and the Heaven ihe Ian. 
guifh'd for was a Birth-Doy. 

The next that enter'd was LC11lZa1"tl, a LJ,h 
to whom N :.lture had given W it and Bcalll', 
enough to have commanded Veneration, b: 
l10t an intolerable, and indeed ridiculvus, AnI> 
gance of Behaviour taken away all the Cham, 
both of the one and the other. Tho' of me,c 
Extraction, fmall Fortune, and yet iinallc 
Stock of RC'plltation; {he wa~ married to i 

l\1an of a \ ail: Eflate, and who was tho\l~~.: 
to have good Sen fe, 'till the fhange Power i1.: 
h;ul over him made him defccnd to Submiaiollo 
in ord;:r to obtain a Title, wllich infl:cad (' 
hei~htening the Refpect he before had in tl: 
vV arid, has render'd him contemptible, CI't: 

in the Eyes of thole who reap the molt Ad­
vanta;;e hy his Perverfion. This neither c: 
them can be infenfible of; but whatever linn· 
fy 1\1oments he may fuffer from RefleCtion, 
fhe f"ems eqll:l.lly regardlefs of his ill Humn\ll. 
;:5 of the Cen fure of the \Vodd, and CXllit· 

ing in her Ilew Dignitv, which {he im2C:lit .. '--. , 
a Sanction [(,r laving ,:IHI doing whaten:r 11.0 
p1cafes, neyer did Pride, Vanity, ill Manne:, 
and i1j Nature difcover them/elves in fo c:;tr:.· 
vagant a Jldanncr, as ill her \1I/onl> ~,r.. 
A.:tiolls. 

After her came Fhvia, young and h2r~' 
[ome, but too confcious of it, and a:mili; 
to render every Beauty more confpicunus, 
ihe quite difguis'd and put out of Order all ti: 
ll:mdv vV OJ k of Nature. . The Im·,I. 
1\10uth was fl:retch'd beyond its Comp:.lr" ! 

ill' .1 
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The Lady's Dr(i'i.i.'ihg Room. 47 
{llEW the white even Teeth. . - The fi!l~it 
Pair of Eyes in the \Vorld were roJl'd (.) Illany 
piWen:nt vVays, th:lt the agreL'ahle L;iIl:~",i;h-
1TI~nt of thc:m dl"g,cllerateJ illto a Squ;Il~.--

. Olle Moment the: I-lead hllllf', luiiing d,l'.111 

. IIp,m the Breafl-, [" rklt the Neck me.]'" a kill'! 
of Arch behilld; the next heJel fo ilifF and up­
li~,ht, that with the Force {jle did her/elC, tl.e 
.. ~ry Sinews of her Throat lecm'J Ilr"in'd.---

· 'S'l!1lctimes elle Shoulder was cx.dted almon to 
th:: Ears, fc:mctillles the other; in finc, 
~I'ery Feature, c\'cry Limo, was {crew'd ineo 
ll1()r~ p"ftllrcs in thc Spacc (>f a f1,1illutc, tli'!ll 
a wh"lc Hour \','ouLi be ful1icient to de{u i~'e. 
S,) I (:,;,Il ["II' 1I0 I1VJre "f tllis '~xtraordillar)' La­
lli', ",h'l is'ln in;:,ellious ill Jillding out Vi'-"p to 
excite Lau:::hter ill the room of Admiration; 

• 
,md rroceeel to C1ollia, who was the Jalt 0f this 
fair Troop, and no let:, to he pitied fer her want 

· .. of Judgment in what is truly agreeab!c to the 
TaITc of l\lbnkill'1. 

This Lady, as I have been inf.ll"Jll\! by thofe 
· ,that know her 'well, raCks f()ur Hours at her 

'l'pild every D;l':, in n'n{uItir)(~ what Look .' -,will beft become he-I', and h,n-inf': nx'd 011 that 
.fhe thinks moil er.ga~iJ1;, never dares to fmile, 
to fpcak above a \\-Liii)Cf, to mO\'c her HC:lcl 
either to one Side or the other, or LI"Cn to turn 
l)cr Eyes, {or fear of difconcerting: that particlI­

.Jar Form in which {he has {et her Features; fo 
• 

, 'that when {he walks, or turns, or lunks, let 
,.:the Occafion be ever fo elifrcn:nt, {he is Hill the 
dame, and {ecms morc a Piece' of Clock-work, 
:~ than real Fldh and Eiood. 
, It 



48 The Lady's Drawing Room. 
It may eafily be fuppos'd that thefe Ladicl 

were not extremely welcome to E tbdillda, 
She, notwithftanding, rcceiv'd them with the , 

Civility their Rank demanded, and offcr'd lit:le 
in Oppofitic'l1 to what, they [lid; f,) that c;:c\ 
had a full Opportunity of veriLing: the Clur,':' 
ters I had heard of them. 'The Convcrf:l':"l1 
now took a different Turn from that it had he­
fore this Acceffion to our Ai1embly ; and 11::1.\';':,: 
r,Qthinr: in it capable of afFording either InftrllC: 
tiCin or En~erta~r"nc:1t in the Rc;x:tirioll, I {he:1 
t:lkc leave of my nc"dcr 'tiil lle'(t vifiting D;;':. 
,,":hen Etheii,:da was Iv g,ood to honour me with 
:an Invit.l.tion. 

, 

, 
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