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UDOVISIO Carantani, a native of Verofa, a
a city of the Milanefe, had only two daughters,
by a wife who had brought him a confiderable for-
tune ; but that parental affeftion which ought to
have been divided between them, was confined to
the eldeft, whofe name was Vi&oria, though fhe was
not near fo amiable as Olympia her fifter. This
capricious preference was evident even in their in-
fancy.—— Viftoria enjoyed all the careffes of her
father, nor could her fifter obtain the fmalleft token
of his tendernefs or affetion. Her mother’s love,
indeed, made some amends for this indifference—
but death having deprived her of this cenfelation,
fhe was expofed to continual ill treatment.
ViQeria’s beauty, and the fortune fhe might ex-
et from the wealth and partiality of her father,
oon drew about her 2 number of fuitors ; and Ca-
rantani, that ie might marry his favorite to greater
advantage, was determined to facrifice to her intereit
the happinefs of Olympia, whom he put intoa Con-
vent, and reported that the had refvlved upon a
religious life. '
Carantani already congratulated himfelf upon the
fuccefs of his fcheme. As he had always hated the
amiable Olympia with feverity, he was perfuaded
fhe would be foothed by the tranquility of a Con-
vent, and think herfelf happy to have efcaped the
rudenefs and negle@ fhe fuffered at home. Nor was
he altogether miftaken ; for at the folicitation of
feveral of her relations, who were gained over by
ter father, fhe confented to take the habit of a no-
vice or probationer, in the Monaftery of San Mar-
tino. But at that time Olympia’s heart was widely
different from the wifh of a life of Monaftic devo-
tion.——She was beautifal, young, and lively—
and oo thie point-of becoming a victim to her fa-
M“m-'
Ofi‘the very day, bowever, of the cerembny, fhe
faw amongft the cémpgny, affembled as ufual, on
thofe occafions, an mmb*e Cavalier, who bad made
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a deep impreffion on her heart. Tmmedidtely the
thoughts of a Convent became intolerable ; and fhe
refle@ted with horror, upon the facrifice fhe was juft
about to make, of all the advantages which the might
promife herfelf in this world.

The nunas andvher relations, who foon perceived:
the change, endeavored, in vain, to bring her back
to her firft refolution. All the anfwer they re-

ceived from her was, that her circumftances be-
~ing equal with her fifter, the had no inclination to
facrifice herfelf to her ambition, and the partiality

ot her father; that her deflign was to marry a

young Cavalier of a very good family, by whom fhe

knew fhe was beloved.

It is eafy to imagine the aftonithment of Caran-
tani, at a refolution, which quite fruftrated the
fcheme he had formed for raifing the fortune of his
dear Viétoria. He edrneftly intreated the nuns to
redouble their endeavors to make Olympia alter her
determination. But thofe endeavors only increafed
her difguft for a Monattic life ; nor did fhe conceal
her fentiments even from her father, who came
frequently to fee her, in order to difcover the effets
of the remonftrances of his friends ; but perceiving
that this expedient did pot fucceed, he had recourfe
to menaces ; affuring her that if fhe did not refolve
on a religious life, he would take her home again,
where fhe might expe& to be the moft wretched of
women.

Olympia, who knew her father’s unkindnefs, by
a long and cruel experience, did not doubt but he
would keep his word ; yet fhe endeavored to melify
him, by the moft tenderand pathetic expoftulations ;
but neither arguments. intreaties, nor tears, made
the leaft impreffion on his heart.

As ViQoria’s match, was, by, this change in
Olympia’s refolution, in danger of being broken off,
her lover growing indifferent, in proportion as her
fortune became precarious, Carantani became fa
much enraged, that.the next time he vifited Olym-
pia, he told her, in a tranfport of fury, ¢ that if
fhe did not take the veil when her noviciate expired,
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he would put her to death with his own hand.”—
« If 1die,” faid Olympia, calmly, it will not be
by your hand, Ihave often reprefented to you my
averfion to a Monattic life, yet you command me to
facrifice myfelf to the fortune of my fifter, and to that
exceflive fondnefs which you have always fhewn for
her; and if it be impoflible for me to prevail on you
to retrad this command, you fhall be obeyed ; but
you and my fifter will have perpetual caufe to regret
the cruel facrifice which you oblige me to make
you;” adding that he might, whenever he thought
proper, order the neceflary preparations for the
ceremony.—She then withdrew. .

Carantani, who probably did not know to what
lengths defpair might carry 2 young mind, when
love has once feized on the heart, pleafed himfelf
with the thoughts of having made her change her
refolution. He went, therefore, with an air of tri-
umph, to carry the news to his dear Vioria and
her lover, who were then together. They exulted
exceedingly at the news, and deemed themfelves ar-
rived at the fummit of felicity.

As the time appointed for Olympia’s taking the
veil was now near, Carantani made all the ufual pre-
pacations, and, as if he thought the unhappy vidim
knew not to whom fhe was to be facrificed, he took
meafures for folemnizing the marriage of his Victo-
ria at the fame time. .

On the day preceding that which was fixed for
this double ceremony, Olympia thought it her duty
to make a laft effort to foften her father, and, if

flible, divert him frem fo barbarous a facrifice.—

or this purpofe fhe again reafoned and intreated ;
but Carantani was equally deaf to the voice of rea-
fon, nature, and religion ; he continued inﬂexibl_c.
and confirmed his threatenings by the moft horrid
oaths. “ Ah! my dear father,” faid the amiable
Olympia, with a look of unutterable tendernefs and
grief, ¢ confider well, what you are about ; confi-
der, that to me, your anfwer is life or death | and
be affured, that if you facrifice me to my fifter’s for-
tune, you will repent when it is too latc : the phan-
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toms that miflead you, will vanifh at bnce—you will .
perceive with horror, the effe@ts of yout delufion,
and feel the pangs of remorfe, when'théy are ag-
gravated by defpair. ~ But I will withdraw, and do
not give your final anfwer till to-morrow. Yet, re-
member, if I perifh, you will be wretched ; and that
in refufing mercy to your daughter, you give fen-
tence to yourfelf.” With thefe words fhe left the
parlour.

Carantani difregarded all fhe faid—and the pre-
parations for Vi&oria’s marriage engrofled his atten-
tion. He thought of nothing but- how to make it
fplendid and magnificent. The relations who were
invited to this double ceremony, were already aflem.
bled in the Church of the Convent, and Olympia
was drefled in her richeft apparel, and moft fplendid
ornaments, which at thefe times are put on only to
be renounced with the greater folemnity. ——The
dreadful moment arrived, in which this lovely victim
was to be conduéted to the altar—then knowing fhe
had nothing farther to hope, though fhe concealed
her defpair, fhe afked leave of thé nuns who were
about her, to,go up into her cell, under pretence of
‘having forgot fomething, which was neceflary to
the weighty bufinefs fhe had to tranfa&. This was
readily granted, and Olympia went ub—not into
her cell, but into a garret that was over it ; and af-
ter having deplored her misfortunes, and prayed to
God for pardon, fhe falened te one of the beams,
a cord which fhe had taken from one of the nuns,
who ufed it as a girdle, put it about her neck, threw
herfelf from a little bench on which fhe ftood, and
in a few minutes expired.

In the mean time the company, who had been al-
moft an hour affembled in the Church, waited with
impatience the beginning of the ceremony. The
abbefs was acquainted with it, who was équally fur-
prifed at the delay, and afking the nuns the reafon
of it, wasinformed of Olympia’s requeft— they wiited
fome time longer, but-l";i!l"(llympia did not appear;
they then went to feek her in her cell, bat ‘&e was
not to be found ; other parts of the Convent were




nmeE rched, but without fuccefs. - At length, after much

.the lofs.of her lover, who had refufed to enter into
‘an alliaboe. with, & family -which, Siicidehed, difho-
nored, made o deep an impreffion on her mind, that

tz moft difaftrous feries of events, whigh were ever
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time fpent in a fruitle(s inquiry, one of the nuns
thought. of going up to the garret. What a
mournful. fight ! ——What an horrid fpetacle was
there ! . The unfortunate Olympia hanging ‘in the
fatal cord with which fhe had put a period to her
exiftence.

Seized with horror at the ghattly fight, fhe ran
down ftairs, and rufhing into the choir, where the
nuns were affembled, fhe filled them with terror, by
her outcries. The alarm foon fpread itfelf to the
Church, whege all the relations, with the utmoft af-
fli&ion, received the news of the fudden death of the
unhappy Olympia, the moft thocking circumftances
of which the abbefs prudently concealed. At firft
they would not believe it : they demanded a fight of
her, and going out of the Church in a body, the la-
dies, and Carantani himfelf, entered the Convent,—
What a fpe&tacle was this for a father ! One of the
moft amiable young women,. the victim of a violent
defpair, all the horrors of which was ftill vifible in
her countenance. :

Carantani, now too late accufed himfelf as the
murderer of his daughter, and ftung with this tor-
menting thought, he fled from the Convent, and
even from the City. He mounted his horfe, with a
defign to conceal his fhame, in the obfcurity of a
country feat. He had not rode far, when his horfe
taking fright, threw him, and his foot hanging in
the fhirrup, he was dragged at full {pegd; till every
limb was breken, and he {uffered a death moredread-
ful than bis unhappy davghter. Vitoria, who was
an eye witnefs of this fatal event, could not fuftain
the complicated)calamity which washeaped upon her.
/The death of her fifter and her father, together with

-QT‘F-M'ND days afterwards—clofing by her death,

corded in any country. -Finis.
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