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Since the rates of incarceration have been growing, it is important to consider the 
reentry process that individuals have to face

This has caused policymakers and citizens to focus with the prevention of recidivism 
instead of focusing on the process that these released individuals go through as they 
reunite with their families 
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Families are seen as anchors that provide released prisoners with a place to live, with 
food, or with connections to job opportunities. 

Travis and waul said that family is important and beneficial  in the reentry process. 
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Celinska and Siegel (2010) demonstrate that children play more of an essential role in 
the life of incarcerated women than in the lives of incarcerated men. For instance, it 
has been seen that women that are incarcerated face a harder family burden than 
incarcerated men because “women in prison are the main caregivers of their children 
before going to jail”

Therefore, I expect that the importance of families to the lives of released prisoners 
varies by gender.
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However I decided to focus my research on two questions the first being…. 
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children played an important role in their lives one way or another. 
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Damian, a 49 year old African American male was convicted of multiple offenses. He 
talked about how  the primary incentive for his change was  knowing that his children 
counted on him and that they wanted him by their side. 

Lynne a 42 African American female was convicted of forgery and ID theft, attributed 
her strength and potential of starting a new life to her children,  

When asked by he interviewer, “Is there 

anything in your experience that has kept you 

from wanting to commit any crime?”
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Darla a 28 year old African American Female was convicted because of a drug 
offense. according to Darla watching over their children while they were in prison and 
after they got out was one of the best way to provide them with support, 

Randell a 44 year old African American male was convicted of multiple crimes (armed 
robbery- first, theft, burglary). He talks about he had to distance himself from his 
family because they were a bad influence.  

Paul, a 55 year old White male convicted of drug conspiracy….. Even though he was 
convicted of his family distress him and stigmatized him. 
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Gender differences 
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It was significant for the men to see and hear that their children were being 
supportive throughout their time seeking employment and their reintegration into 
society. 

Roy a 44 year old African American male was convicted of multiple crimes (property 
crimes, burglary, theft). From that moment he realized that he wanted to do 
something different with his life and set an example for his children just like they 
were doing it for him. 

Their children would not only provide them with inspiriting words in stressful 
situations but also set the example for them.
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It was important that their children visit them while they were imprison and the 
times that they didn’t several of them were depressed and reported having to take 
depression pills. 
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Veronica, a 49 year old African American women convicted of a drug offense 
demonstrated her frustration of being away from her children by saying that ….  
Maintenance Of Parental Role 

Keisha, a 33 year old African American woman convicted of reckless homicide. 
According to Keisha being separated from their children was a horrifying experience, 
which is why prison was not a place for any mother

Latasha a 26 year old African American female was convicted of a drug offense was 
one of the women who was not able to find a job because she had to take care of her 
children.

15



16



Yoyo is a 46 year old African American convicted of Welfare fraud and Drugs she was 
in an abusive relationship for 13 years before she got incarcerated and her partner 
introduced her to drugs and prostitution on the street
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• Research shows about ½ of annual prison admits are individual that failed 
conditions of their parole or probation – and harmful family environments can play 
a role in that.

• Researchers know very little about the ways in which stress from harmful family 
environments can adversely affect health outcomes for released prisoners
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