- he-could with difficulty support, and which continus
| haunted’ his’ torttred mind. Ope day he mentioried

IMPELLED BY

CONSTANT LOVE.

THaE Marquis Abruzzo and’ the Count Peéllegrini, the

heads of two different branches of the same family, had'

been for twelve successive years at law with each othgr,
tb recover the immense fortune of a refation : this had so
far exasperated them against each other that’ they became’
the most inveterate enemies. The Mbarckhioness Abruzzo
and the Countess Pe!!egnm followedl the exampte of their
lords, and carried their enmity to the same height asthey did.
Pelltgrini had a son, and Abruzze a daughter ; both infants,

After a well-contested trial, a verdict was' at length’
given in favour of the Marguis Abruzzo, and he became’
possessor of the estate, and his house became one of
the most wealthy and powerful in Genoay“gphilst the
Count Pellegrini was reduced to penury ; tﬁifxpcnm
of the: lawsnit hsd so far diminished his st income,
that he was umable to support the dignity of "tis rank, .1
and ' edtcate his little Clementina, then six yeits of lge .
This-gave him great uneasiness, and preyed.constan ea' |
his mind : to thmk that his beloved di\lghtershou "h"
obliged ‘to disgrace her noble family by entering into a_
proféssion, may; perhaps to beg, were reﬂecﬁoﬁwﬁdl

inquietude to the abbess of a rich convent, with whm'h
was-acquainted. ‘‘1 will take your daughter under my
care,” said she, ¢ and will myself attend to her education;

| and, if she should ever feel herself inclinéd tb enter our /

| to the'convent, and entreated the abbess to prepare”
' Wwﬂmﬁnamum life, and te!men&m

holy order, we shall feel ourselves highly honoured in ads"
mitting~her into our: saciety.” Pellegrini- thanked hep
with tears of joy ; the next day he conducted C
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mﬁty of ing to her that the oaly way of mﬂ- |

ing mis  was to take the veil ; the abbess promawd

‘to comply with his request, and fa:thfully kept her word.

Constant grief at the ruin of his family, and inquietude as
to their fate hereafter,. preyed upon the Count Pellegrini's
mind, and a year after he died of a broken heurt. His
\;nqow was lek entirely destitute, and lived in obscurlty

By the help of her relations, who generously supplied her

11 every thing that could make her life-:comfortable. She
visited her daughter frcquentl} , and sought to instil into
her mind, the necessity of a life of seclusion.  Notwith-
s;andmrr all this, Clementina frequently evinced a stxong
dislike to a monastic life. The desire of living in the
world increased with her years; and, when she attained
her fifteenth year, she looked forward to the period of
her taking the veil with horror.  The tears and entrea-
ties of her mother at last prevailed, and she entered into
her noviciate. It is the custom in Italy to suffer the
young females, who are destined to take the veil, to live
among their relations for some time previous to their pro-
nuuncmﬂ' the vows which for ever separate them from so=-
ciety ; this short period is always made as agreeable to
them as possible ; they are generally dressed in the most
costly and elegant manner, and introduced into all public
places of amusement.

" Clementina was therefore sent to her mother; the beau=
tepus and unhappy victim was adorged with a robe of
white and silver, whilst her mother’s relations vied with
cach other in adorning the lovely hair of poor Clemen=
tina with their most costly jewels; thus decorated and
radiant with beauty, the lovely girl wasled to every place
Of amusement. This was continued for six weeks. Cle-
mentina was. possessed of great sensibility ; she was de-
lighted with the life she led, and could hardly conceal her
grief when the time of returning to her sad prison ap-
proached.

The day came, on which she was to retymn to hét ;:om'ent.
m frieads and relations were alieady invited to witness
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the sad and awful ceremony of her taking the fatal v&w
when, accompanied by her mother, she went to take leae'e
of one of her relations the Marquis Carracei, and for
first time met her cousin Jeronymo, son of the ﬂfarguu
Abruzzo, her father’s inveterate enemy. Jerenymo, ‘Whr! ;
was then nineteen, was deemed the handsomest ynuth in
Genoa; he had ever pitied his uncle’s hard fate, but, knéw-
ing the enmity which subsisted between the two families,
he concealed his sentiments from his parents; and, not be-
ing in possession of his fortune, contented himself wlth
puv.:.tely sending half of his pncket-money to his aunt’;
he had Cdrefﬂlly avoided meeting his aunt and cousin at
any of his relations from motives of delicacy ; he had hi-
therto succeeded, but that happening to be the Merqm:
Carracct’s blrth-day he had been obliged to visit hlm u’f-
stead of his father, who was confined at home by a ﬁt of
the gout. The instant Clementina entered, he knew her
from the strong resémblance she bore to his family. Th:c
Marchioness Carracci received Clementina in the politest
manner, placed her on a sofa by her, and presented to
her all the young men in company, Jeronymo.excepted,
whom she purposely left out of the number, on account
of the animosity which subsisted between the two fami-
lies. Jeronymo, therefore, undisturbed enjoyed the pleas
sure of contemplating the charms of his beautiful cotsin,
without being known by her; her interesting coupté-
nance, her soft .md"hnamshmcr eye, her open and inge-
nuous look, excited his udtmratlon but, when he b&&i
the orief which at times altered her countenance, and saw
her lovely eyes filled with tears which she in vain tried to
repress, when he saw the violence she did to her feeling:
in foreing a faint smile in order to conceal the grief which
‘seemed to prey upon her heart, a tender pity’ took ‘pos-
session of his soul, and inspired him with the wish of al-

leviating her - sorrows, and love soon confirmed him'’ h
his determination.

He approached her : Clementina's eyes were fixed' up& :
“his fine countenanc:; she thought she could read .in'his
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SUICIDE THROUGH LOVE.

ressive features the interest with which she hud in-
- spired him ; at last she asked his name of a lady who sat
" mear her : the lady whispered sor’nét&iing_tn her. Clemen-
tina's eyes were again lifted towards him,—she then cast
them down, and her lovely cheek was covered with
blushes. '
Jeronymo could not conceal his agitation : it was late,
- and the greatest part of the visiters had d]rcad}' retired.
Clementina’s mother was conversing with some ludies.
The seat next to Clementina became vacant, and Jerony-
mo took possession of it. ““ How happy I am in baving
the felicity of meeting my lovely cousin,” said he, address-
ing her. *“ Your name is Jeronymo Abruzzo 2™ replied she
with a timid look. ““Itis,” returned Jeronymo ; *‘ and [
am propd of bearing that name, since it proves that I am
related to you.” Clementina and Jeronymo remained bu-
riedin reflections for some time : after a long pause, he re-
sumed, ‘“ Are you then determined’to take the veil ?”
¢ Alas! am ] not obliged to do it ?” answered she, with
an agonized voice. ““] wonder at your gquestion! you

know the situation of my family,a conventis the only asy-
Jlum that is left me. Alas! had I a fortune, a moaastic
life would not be my choice.” *“ Is it indeed true ?”’ cried
Jeronymo ; *“ then 1 will serve yoa.—It is my duty to do
s0 At that moment the bells of the convent proclaimed
the fatal hour, and summoned the inhabitants to attend
the awful ceremony which was to deprive the beauteous,
and wretched Clementina of her happiness for evef ; she
started with horror ! —Jeronymo, in an agony, cxczmnd‘ A
*¢ Permit me one more guestion : may | flatter myself that
Jdam not disliked by you ™ ““ For God’s sake,” answered
poor Glementina, ** do not add to my misety !” *“ Do you
Jove me?” again repeated he. Clamentinay gently lying
Xer hand in his, said, ¢ dove you ?—Alas ! —but hark !
do you not hear ? to-morrow, my dear cousin !—to-mor-
gow !” ¢« To-morrow you shall be mine,” cried Ja'&'-
mo, ““or | shall net exist !” He kissed her hand ywith
trausport, bathed it with tears, and thea suddenly left the
76
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-room. Clementina could sca'rccly believe her own sendes's
‘and fancied that an angel of peace had, appearcd to her
under the form of her cousin. o
The amiable Jeronymo ran to his father : he was told

that he was asleep. ‘¢ I must speak to him 1" exclaimed
he, and he instantly approachied his father’s bed, todk
“hold of his hand gently, and pressed it to his lips. The
‘marquis awoke and said, ¢ What wouldest théu, m
son ?” ¢ Forgive me,” anqweredJemnyma, “if 1 di*’lﬂ’b
you at so latc an hour, but the ha.ppmcae of my life is con-
cerned. Oh! my dear father!” ¢ What dost thou mean'{"
again exclaimed his father, greatly surprized at his agita-
tion. ““ You have often expressed a wish to sce mie
married, and even desired me to choose a wifé amon
the noble families with whom we are acquainted.”  #4:
did so,” said'the old marquis; *“ and it is my most ardent
wish at this moment.” ¢« Well then, my dear fatheri?
joyfully exclatmed Jeronymo, ¢¢1 will obey your com-
mand, I have found at last a2 woman worthy of my love;
the beautiful Clementina is the object of my choice!”
““ Thouart out of thy senses !”” exclaimed the marquis: ‘1
heard that she some time past took the veil !”’ “‘She has
not yet pronounced the vow, which must for ever
her happiness and my own : to~morrow will be the fital
day on which she is to be sacrificed, and society deprived
of its brightest, ornament. Oh, my dear father! do met
refuse your consent : suffer me to become the happleltd'
mankind, by uniting myself to the lovely Clementina: s

““ Have you fowott:n," cried the marquis, enumdy
irritated, ‘¢ that she s the daughter of my greatest cnemy't
Relmqumh the absurd idea, I will never consent to sash
a union.” “ Never! my father ?” replied Jmm
¢ No never,” answered his father. *“ Then hear me, Heas
ven ! whilst thus kneeling [ solemnly swear,” eaid the
amiable young man, ‘“ to marry with no other wolﬁ
but e’ﬁ'ﬂlzntmag 2 d

The marquis was astonished at his son’s m;ﬂ% ;
knéw the fifraness of his disposition ; and, .
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'-#hu#huymht, to make him adopt such a de-
~ termination, he at last, after many remonstrances; gave
‘his consent ; besides, he sometimes felt remorse for his in-
mm Clementina’s father, as he was not igno-
zant that he died in consequence ofthe ruin of his family,
and thought that his son’s marriage with Clementina
-would in some degree repair his want of humanity to the
Meceased. Jerongmo, delighted, went instantly to the
-archhishop’s palace, and with great difficulty, from the
lateniess of the hour, gained admiesion to the venerable
and worthy prelate : he related to him all that had passed,
gelling him that he had obtained his father’s consent to
marry Llementina, and implored him to forward his hap-
mgu without delay. ¢ Happy young man,” said the

bishop, *“ yon have obtained in one day what I have
#a vain endeavoured to accomplish for years! God Al-
mighty has at last heard my prayers, and will onite two
families hitherto separated by the mast implacable hatred.
QOh! that the Count Pellegrini could witness this happy
change. 1 will instantly send my orders to the abbess.”
*¢ I know, my lord,” said Jeronymo, ¢ that the abbess
canpot dispute your orders, but I wish you to give me
the dispensation, that our marriage may be celebrated im-
mediately, lest ray father should change his mind.” The
wéperable man gave him the hecessary orders in writing,
which emapowered him to marry Clementina whenever he
shose. Jeroryme thanked him a thousand times, and
with the welconie paper went immediately to Clementina’s
bouse : Ber mother was not yet retired to bed, she was.
preparing for the ceremeny whieh was to take place the
mext day, Clementinabad retired to her appartmentin order
to prepaic her mind for the awful ceremony ; she could
pot repress her tears, and the image of her beleved Jerony-
we womld, netwithstanding all her efforts, still present
/#oelf38 ber ngonized miod.

The Countess Pellegrini was extremely surprized tp gee
Jéronymio ahthat honr, but'her astopishwent was greatly
Mlhmhempumdhum&mmnm ber. She
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.cauld scancely believe that he was in earnest, nﬁﬁ’“ N
aot until ke shewed her the dispensation that she
uaded he did not really mean to insult her, by rai
opes which he did not mean to realize. In the exo
of her joy she conducted him to her daughter’s chamber,
Ciementina started from her kneeling pasmon, her lm#
face was covered with blushes. Jeronymo in a transpogt~
of joy threw himself at her feet and pressed her hand to
his burnmg lips ; her mother, having informed her of her
lover’s intentions, the lovely girl, overcome by varous
emotions which assailed her at once, fell half fainti
into the arms of her future husband. When their joy
was a little calmed, the countess said, ¢ Baty my dear
children, how will this business be arranged ? the nuns
have made all the necessary preparations, the repast is
also provided, and all the nobility is invited to “attend.'”
““ So they shonld, my dear madam,” said Jeronymo;
‘ they will witness the celebration of our marriage”
¢ Excellent !”” exclaimed the delighted mother ; ¢¢ su
we were to—but it would perbaps be impossible !" < J¢
is not impossible!” cried Jeronymo. *“ 1 guess :
thought, dearest madam ; it shall beso!” Indeed, 10~
turncdshc, while pleasure 9parklcd in her eyes ; ““have you
really guessed my thoughts ?” <“I have,” he replieds
¢ histen to me : we must keep our pro]cct a secret ; ysu
and my beloved Clementina must go in the mning to
the comvent at the hour appointed : you will both go into-
the church, where I shall wait for you near the altar; and,
when the ceremonmy begins, and the priest makes the:
wsual question of “what dost thou want?’ [ shall’ some.
forward and answer in her stead. I will then shew him:
the archbishop’s order to perform. the marriage-ceremony,,
and insist upon his complying instantly. Oh, Cle-
menting / that indeed will be an houwr of bligs!” “lqp
like a child,” said the good eountess ; ‘1 antici h
ve 1 shall experience at the performance of this exe
dhﬁ*u..l“ not be ahile bd@phﬂ nighr for joysd”

Clementina




¢ Clementina at first objected to the plan, but her mother's
jomecl to her Jeronyms's entreaties soon silenced her ob-
fi y and she even began to think that her vanity
w be highly gratified in being united to her lover in
puume of so numerous and distinguished an assem-
-.b\[,r Jeronymo remained with his beloved till six in the
mm*nmg, he then left them to dress for the approaching

. weremony, and to give the ladies an opportunity of pre-
f‘ sparing themselves also.

"~ About nine, all the bells of the convent began to rina,
as a signal that the ceremony would soon begin.  Cle-
mentina and her mother arrived at the convent a few mi-
‘nutes after; they were received at the church door with
great form, and a chaplet of flowers was put upon Cle-
mentina’s head ; and she was Jed, while the most delight-
ful music was phylncr toveards the altar.  Shedrembled
violently, and looked anxiously for Jeronymo, whom she
soon saw standing close to the altar; his eyes met* her’s
and inspired her wuh ceurage. All the nobility were ranged
on each side, and the nune entered into the choir. The
‘croud was so immense, that it was with difficulty that the
-guards could keep them within bounds. The priest as-
cended the altar, aud made a sign to Clementina, and she

, approached. ¢ What do you wish ?” said he to her
with a loud and andible voice. ¢ She wishes to be mar-
ried to me,” said Jeronymo advancing, and presenting
the dispensation of the archbishop. The priest read it with

" alook of amazement, shewed it to his assistant, and then
read it aloud. He began the marriage-ceremony ; and some
of Jeronymo's friends, who had been apprized of the plan,
came forward to serve as witnesses.

The astonishment of the spectators was extreme ; they
cﬁiﬂd scarcely believe their own seuses ; and every eye
wﬁ!ed upon the new married couple. The nuns, forget-
ﬂtgmmse of propriety in thewr confusion, unveiled
their faces, to bave a better view of: this extraogdinagy
mvmm pressedclosés to the grite, and gazed
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from him. He raved!
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-;nwdu; the maost rpmﬁmnd silence mpd
wput the church.
the nuptial \geremony  was finished, Jumwn
led his bride to the banquetting room, and the Countess
Pellegrini Wnvited the nobility to partake of the refreshs
ments. As Jeronymo perceived that the abbess was ex=
tremely irritated ; he told her his reasons for not inforns
ing her of his plan, and promised to defray the whole of
the expenses of the entertainment, and to pay besicdes a
large sumn for the education and hoard of his wife since
she had been. under her care. He did all this to appease
the baugbty and revengeful abbess, who was a wi
of high birth, and connected with the most m
families in Ggnoa. At this information her resenfment
seermed entirely to subside ; she spoke and behaved jn a
friendly manngr to Clementina, and the remainder of the
company laughed at the singularity of the advesture.
The refreshments were served with the greatest profusion.
Clementina complaining of thirst, the abbess herself help-
ed -her to g glass of lemonade, which she drank. at one
draught and soon after left the convent to go and receive
the blessing of her father-in-law, whose indisposition bad
prevented his attending the marriage-ceremony.

On her way to her father, she felt herself rather ua-
well, which she attributed to the agitation of her spi-
rits, She leaned upon the bosom of her teloved Jero~
%mo, and complained of a violent pain in her stomach.

hen she arrived at his father’s, sheknelt to receiye his °
blessing ; but, on attempting to rise, her pains increased $0
such a degree that she was unable to stand : she was
shortly after taken with violent convulsions:: a physicidn
was sent for, who declared her life to be in greatdanger *f I
have druak a glass of lemonade at the convent,” said the
unfortunate C!mnt:‘na : *“it-was given to me by the
abbess. [, ” she could say ao wmore, and i
expired in the arms of her distracted hushand. [t wess
with the greatest difficulty that they could take her :

C;!'cmcn!mu last Mﬁ were -
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down to his bed with strong ‘cords, lesthe should hurt
himself. He repeated every moment the name of his be-
loved Clementina. "

Poor Clementina's corpse was opened : the surgeons, who
performed the operation, pronounced that she had been
poisoned. A prosecution was commenced aguinst the ab-
bess, as no doubt remained of her being the author of
the abominable deed. After along trial, she was at length
convicted of the crime. Notwithstanding sentence of
death was pronounced against her, her powerful relations
caused it to be mitigated into imprisonment for life ; but
the populace, exasperated atthe act of injustice, assembled
in great numbers round the convent, and waited until
the abbess was brought out to be conveyed to prllon
They tore her forc1bly from the hands of the officers of
4ustice *Mer supplications wersia vain ; and the Wretch
-aftersuffering every ignominy they could inflict, expired
by their-hands : a dreadful example to monastic cruelty !

‘he day of Clementina’s funeral came : the hearse slowly
: pwmeded through the court-yard, followed by the weep-
A-urg relations of the unfortunate Clementina, and a vast
concburse of people. The awful sound of the trumpet, *
“which preceded the mournful proccsslnn, roused Jerony-
o, who bad been for some hours in a kind of lethargic
cgleep. He broke, with supernatural strength, the cords
¢ with which he was bound, ran to the window, and,
nlooking at the hearse which contained the corpse of his
* i Clementina, he exch:med ¢ Oh, my beloved! take me
thee!” aud - out'of the window'——He fell ! and
:r ains wm out and scattered over the black

all which covered the body of his: Clementina. They
were butied in the same grave : the agonized marquis of
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to. ml,&w honpmhcd huiu;tw. lived a short
after her ; baut the death of her dear Clementina. nooi:fput'
an end to her existance, and once more re-united hes
to her beloved daughter.

A melancholy instance of the wunlimited power which the.
abbots and ablesses of convents could exercise on the une
happy victims entrusted to their care.

WHEN the late unfortunate Louis the Sixteenth at
tempted to escape from his persecutors, in 1791, I was
then in France, where having resided for some years, I
had an opportumty of w:tncssmd the bcgmqmg a.nd_,-
process of that dreadful revolution, w'am.h has shaken that.
devoted country to its foundation.  The excesses Whlc,h‘
were do.lly committed in the capital determined me to,
leave it, and retire at a great distance from that scene of
bloodshed. My health was at that time very bad, andi
had every reason to suppose I was attacked with a 31!!;
monary complaint ; I therefore chose the south of,
France as the place of my futuye residence, hopmg

the well known s;tluhnty of thejair would prove, bené
cial. Being arrived in Prmcnce, I found, to my SW
SOITOW, that the revolutionary spirit had reached, the,
shore of the Mediterrancan, and that I was not to expect
the tranquillity which I bad promised myself to enjoy in
that climate, to which nature has been so prodigally
bountiful., I was however fortunate engugh to discoyer,
a retreat in a dcliﬂhtful village not far from I\:ee, and in
that charming pld.cc I flattered myself that I should e~
guin my health and strcnﬂ'th, I walked out every day, b
and admired the u,nnvalled bcauty and luxuriancy of the
country ; the hills . were covered with frnits of all sorts,,
the flavour of wh;gb is upknown to the inhabitants f&
h:rrhcr lautudg. Apfh,gp;stanac o{ xbout ve rmlu
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