- THE

'CASTLE OF ENCHANTMENT ;

OR, THE
r

MYSTERIOUS DECEPTION.

N a fultry .uthbegm" of autumn, as_the i
Segriin m'mﬂathehwhm.aﬁnhlu!:;c&f i

a meanly apparelled traveller, in a region fo which he wasan
firanger, and compell:d him to feck fhelter from the b

nataral obfeurity of a thick foreft of lofty trees, heigh by the
beavy clonds, buried all the furrounding objefts in io anj

that without the frequent flafthes of lightning, he would have been
unable to fee twenty paces before him. Happily, by this dreadful
illumination, he difcovered an old half-ruined tower, that rofe abova.
fome thick wood on a fmall eminence, and offered him a fufficient
defence from the violence of the tempe, This fight i
ray of joy to him, that was fucceeded by rapture, w

uncommon, fplendour; he difcavered that, among the
the caitle, three turrets @till remained uninjured, < At h,™
cried he, in a voice of 5 1 have found the termination of
miy troubles, fince it is im le that Lafiris would deccive me, and
this is certainly the fpot he has indicated as the period of my mife~
rics.” He perceived a narrow path that Jed the thicket to
the tower, at which he drfived in a few minutes, & three towers
were all that lh:d:.hﬁi;:hnndd“&u had fpared of a fpacious
and nificent caftle, gments.of which, overgrawn with mofs
and xugbx, lay for a wait extent feattered about, * |

The heavy rain did not permit him to contemplate thefe aweful
ruins, and b{ haktened to the interior of the tower, the entrance
of which was open, and he found himfelf in a large vaulted
which, ‘at varicus apertures, admitted the lightning fufficiently ta
difplay a winding alcent, that led to the top of the building.
TRsart throbbed, uhﬂtkgwpd”hhm’upmﬁndwkm and
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winding thrice round the tower, terminated in a fmall anti-chamber,
fo feehly illuminated, that he could difcern nothing but a bench of
ftone pi{l:cd againft one of its walls,~and the paffage to another
apartment, from which iffued the little light that glimmered in the
former room.  He looked through the entrance, and the firft glance
we fuch certainty to his-expeftations, that he drew back, and
ﬁ:ved himfelf on the bench to recover his cmngofum. He oblerved
hixdrefs, and, for the firlt time, was afh f his app e,
wehich was not calcalated to fuflify-his intrufion into an apartment
fike that before him. Reccllefling, that by favour of this ap-
pearance he had paffed unhurt through varions provinces and king-
doms, he refolved to proceed a little longer with it, however
acc-rdant to the magnificence of the apartment he was about to-
enters -
He ftepped in, and feemed to tread in the chamber of a monarch,
The floor-was covered with cloth of gold, the walls were hung with
filke tapeftry, bordered with feftoons of artificial flowers, that
rivalled the produttions of nature, A bed in the form of a pavillien,
with hangings of blue Tatin, ftood on oné fide the apartment, which
reccived all its light from a lofty arched window of crimion glafs,
that threw a rich glow over the room, at once folemn and chearful,
However unex all thefe particulars in fuch’a wikierneis mighs
de, and in a ruinous caftle, he was fill more furprifed, inftead of the
whie@t he was in fearch of, to find a young man reclining on the
ted, who raifzd himfelf at his apj 5 rTnind him with a
ferious but ferene look, without the leafc %ﬂ of alarm at the abrupt
appearance of @ perfon; whofe figure was fo little adapted to imprefs
any one in hli: fayour, Al o i 1
e youth was wra in a mantle ; his eyes were
fonk hl”uhit head, his cP.nPu:‘pllexinn -:E:-Pnle and fickly, and on his
whole perfon there was an impreffion of tender fadnefs.
an apology for his intrufion, which the youth did not fuffer him to
finifh. * You feem by your appearance,™ faid he, ¢ little favoured
of fortomej if you arc unhappy, you are my brother, and welcome
to-me,"™ J "H
«' ] am a firanger," anfwered he, ¢¢ the native of a diftant land.
Atempett, that rm]:r'rf.d me in this foreft, drove me for refuge to
this tower, which is the fame, that for [ome weeks I have been
fecking in this kingdom.* : 2 .
The youth raifed his eyes, and obferved the ﬂrmE;Ir with er
atfentiun § and though his appearance was rather hideous than al-
Juring, the found of his voice was fo engaging, as to gain him the
heart of the you'h, who firove in vain to recencile fo uncouth a figure
with an accent that excited in him fuch pleafing emotions, He bade
the old man feat him(elf on the bed, and he produced fome bread
and fruits, and a flafk of wine. ¢ This liguor,” faid he, * has
reniined untouched many days + I cannot expend it better than on
thee, who feemelt to need fomewhat to refrefh thee, I have lived
for more than 2 month on bread and water, and fhall probably never
ndulge on better food,™ i
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The Rranger furveyed his Hoft with a Jook of pity; and thankin
him for bis kindnels, faid, ** As a proof of vl:nlh to be g‘l‘lll:fﬂE'
T will thew myfelf in 'my own form, in'whl;:{l I may be more fer-
vickable than in my affumed one.” With thefe words he' divefted
himfelf of lis drefs, and revealed to the youth a young man of
swn age, and equal to himfelf in beauty, though he too feemed tor
have fﬁ:&nd from inward forrow, ag well as fiom the-toils of hi
pilgrimage. - b

The youth of the tower gazed earneftly at his gueft; when at
length, wmable to reprets his emotions, be threw his arms about the
firanger’s neck, pﬁ him to his bofom; and walhed his cheeks

with tears,
. The ‘ftranger, however, affefted this effufion of tendernelt,
could not but be furpriled, and his aftonifhment was perceived b
the youth of the tower. ¢ Theu thalt learn the caule of all
wonders," faid the latter ; ¢ but firft fiwear never to defert me, but
to refide with me here till death fhall part us.” *¢ I do fwear it,"™
anfwered the firanger, © I vow never 1o quir thee, by the life of her
for whom I breathe, whom I o long have fought ir vain, and ex=
pected to have found in this tower," :

¢ Tn this tower," exclaimed the other; * but [ think you have
already faid fo. There is fomething mylterious in thy difcourfe, ia
thy features, and in our meeting in this tower.  Tell me, T conjuse
thee, who thou “art, and- whom thou feckeft ; *T will return thy
franknefs, and confide to thy bofom a fecret, thit hitherto has beem
limited to mire, and on which depends the defting of my life.™ . &

# How can'l withha'd any thing from thee, when I feel inclined
to fhed my life to tetify my affeftion for thee, But expeft 'to heak
= firange ‘and incredible hiftory." ' : ol
4 It canmot be more marvellous than what T fall relate, when-
thou haft fatisfied my curiofity.” 40 | . ' aly
' 'During this difcourfe a couple of cavaliers, mufiled to the
;!et. arrived at the tower, where they (bught thelter from the form;

hey left wheir fieeds below, and aliénded the Rairs, but before they
resched the anti-chamber, they perceived that others were arrived
there before them, They flopped therefore, and feating themfelves
on the ftone bench near the door, wrapped themittlves in their mana
tl::.d and liftened with greedy attention to every word that was ut=
tel iy :

¢ The place of my birth," faid the firanger, * is in E
where Lafiris, m ﬁl‘b)::r, is chvief minifter of Soldan.™ mh
f« What do T hear?" interrupted the youth of the tower ; # Ly
firis thy fathe: ? and thou his fon-Olimandy? e
f; How 1"! cried the other, ““ and are you then aequainted with
usi”
¢ Forgive me this interruption which fhall not be repeated, and
pvunmth thy relation.” e \ Py
¢ As you ftem not unacquainted with 5 it would be fuper-
fluous to’mention in wtumnnncr the fons- of our high priefts are
z
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edweated. Suffice it to fity, that when I had attained my feverteenth
year, my father fent me, under the care of an aged prieft, to.com-

. te my education in Greece, that I might be initiated in the

finian and other myfterics. In this tour I employed two years

and learnit all that the feveral myferies could teach me, and ret
with the conviftion, that I was equally ignoant of every valuable
knowledge as at my departure from Egypt. My father received me
-~ with great kindnefs, and, finding me Hg{Pclnul by my acquifitions,
converfed with me u% freely on the i ificanck- of my attain-
ments, ¢ To what," faid he, * will all thefe high fecreis avail thee?
‘The true fage is not he who can talk of whatfew know, and none
aced or with to be acquainted with; but he who knows how to rene
der his life moft agzeeable to himfelf, and moik ufiful to his fellows,
who iy verled in the powers of nature, and can operate things by
their means, that to the ignorant appear miraculous or magical.”
By fuch difcourfe as this, Lafiris firove to inflame my curiofity, and
excite me to diligence, that could alone, as he faid, endow me with
true knowledge. But fate has cut me off from the inbe:itance of
his wildom, by fubjefting me to 2 paflion, from which'all his philo-
fophy did not enable him to releafe me.  This paffion (the frangefk
and moft irrational that ever tyranniled over 2 human breaft) maftered
me, and deftroyed all my former plans of life, frultiated all my effarts
to render mylelf worthy the cares of Lafiris, and chaived me lan~
guifhin inaftive to the fect of a flatve.” « A flatue ?" ex=
lh:mafthe youth of the tewer, in a tone at once expreffive of mirth

and amazement

* Hedr me out,” faid Ofmandy : * After my return from Greece,
Lafiris left his apartment at 1ll times open to me, into which, previous
to this, I had never entered but at his ommons. Adjeining to this
chamber was a cabinet, which mo one in the family dared to open,
though it was generally unlocked, and without any faftening; every
one geliering that the wLnr was guarded by a terrific fpirit, who would
flay any one that prefumed to invade this fanétuary. On me, a mere
rohibition of my father would have been a greater reftszint than the
Lr of this tremeodous fpirit. But as he had never impofed any
reftraint on-me on this fubjeft, euriofity impelled me to examine the
of this myfterious cabinet; and one morning, when I was
alone in the apartment, I eotered it, when the firlk thing that capght
my eye was a virgin of moft divine beauty, who was fitting on a
couch and playing with & dove, that feeikd to neftle in her bofom.
She was drefled i a long robe, which hung from her right thouldes,
and was bound beneath irer haif-revealed bofom with a golden zone.
Her arms and fhoulders were bare, and the light veftment with which
the was cloathed, though in the Greeian manaer, it afforded a com-
plete covering to her limbs, delicatcly hetrayed the besuty of their
form and proportien, = 1 was aftoniflied to find fo lovely a perfon in
the cabinet of Lafiris, whom his wifdom and his virtue elevated
above lufpicion ; but though I hud already feen how clofe an imll‘ﬂ‘-.
trefs artis of sature, I mniwsiud. and did net (uipedt this beautequs®
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form of being an image, till her remaining entirely motionlels after
fome timé made me {ufpelt it. . o

# Words cannot exprefs what took place in me at this initant,
for can eny one conceive, who has not experienced it. I could not
doubt that it was a lifelefs image, and yet my heart perfified to think
that it lived and breathed, and heard what [ add toit. This-
deluﬁunmfel’:mnﬁ, that I remained 2 full balf bour on my knee
before it, uttering all that the moft im love could luggeit,.
without venturing to touch it, Certainly, theught I, fhe can only
be enchanted ; fhie lives, though fhe does not breathe ; fhe can hear
m,_:lwughﬂinannct anfwer ; the will not be ever infenfible to the
fervent love with which fhie has infpired me, I will move her
the ardour and conltancy of my palfien to return it ; perhaps it is.
referved for me to break g.'l'l: charms that confine her, and to become,,
by her poffefiion, the happief; of men.

¢ 8g entirely, indecd, was I ablorbed in this firange fantafy, that
T at lengrh feized her unrefiiting, but, alas! unapproving hand, and-
with wild, yet timid tranfport, preffed it with my lips. -

¢ At¢ this moment my father entered, and furprifed me on my-
knees before the lifelefs figure, with my face inclined on her hand.
I rofe at his entrance, expelling a fevere reprimand; ¢ I fee that

you have become an enthufiaft in the arts, Oﬁm-ndﬂ.‘ faik he, fmiling..-

* [ have never feen any thing in my life fo ble,” replied I,.
blufhing. ¢ Adorable? faid I?x&ru:?’ garding mew_ita"’ i
S0 admirahle, T would have faid,” ftammered I.—* That may well
be,” returned he; ¢ tis the work of a mafter;” and with this he ter—
minated the converfation, However defirous I was of making a
thoufand enquiries about the ftatue, I did not prefume to any
queftion to him ; for fo great-was the awe of him in which I. had-
been educated, that ¥ was never wont to feck more of any fubjeft
than what he vol ily ¢ teated

¢ hecame every hour more confirmed in the opinion, that it-was,
a real virgin under the power of enchantment. This beliet fed my

and ftrengthened it to fucha degree, that in a fow days [
was wholly abforbed by the thought of miy itatue, and. was loit to-
every other idea. .

« Meanwhile I conceive, thongh without difceming any affe@ation
en his part, that my father contrived to leave me no uni
of ing the cabi The confeg of this were {o vifible,
that they could not have cfcaped. his attention. I grew pale and
melancholy, loft all appetite, and became quite changed. Lafris
did not appear to notice tlie alteration ; but'at Jength allowed me
an opportunity of pafling feveral hours aloue in the cabinet.

€ I'he rapture with whicly 1 fell at the fest of my entranced vir-
Ein. when a fecond time 1 approached her; howfondly I embraced.
‘her; what I faid to her, and how-happy I felt myfelf, he only can
conceive who has troly loved.™ ¥ s

“ This renewal of my. pleafure operated fo faveurably an my-

- health and fpirits, that again I appeared ancther man,  Lafiris il

- fovk. no. notice of thele l'ewlult;uaai but for the tea fucteeding doys.
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me opportunifies ta be in the cabinet, where T conflantly paft
rn:ehaur at the foot of my adored image. At (ome mdmrn’ltw
fnfatination was fo entite, thit T fancied fhe appeared: affeéted itk
my addrefles, and that her lips moved as if fhe would have faid
{m:tlu:i tome. My perfuafion that the was only under the in-
fluence: h: quired by this delufion frefh force, and
1 could not refrain from declaring this belief to my father, as leav-
ing no doubt in me. Lafiris liftened patiently to me, and when [
had finithed, cafting on me a fevere look, faid, ¢ There is indeed
ene enchanted, antl that onc is thyfelf, Tt is tigte, Ofinandy, to
terminate this ridiculous condué : what thinkeft thou thy love for a
fatue can avail thee ?* The violence of my paffion now overcame

‘the reftraints which awe of my father had oppofed to it; I threw

myfelf at his feet, befought his compaflion and aid, and confefied

. that my love for this ftatue, however irrational it might be, would
“decide :? life to happine(s or mifery.
i

¢¢ Lafiris heard me with patience, withont being offended by the
warmth and freedom with which I addreffed him. He faid every
thing to me that affeétion for an only fon could infire, on the fub=
Jje&t of fo firange a delirium both of the head and heart.

* After this there was an interval of feveral weeks before we
‘made an mfumeppl:; this fubﬁ >

“ ris 4 ariicu intent to feize every opportunir
of procuring me the zghr of the moft beauteous ::rrgnru. Vn‘i
oppartunely for this purpofe occurred the feftival of Tiis, as on that
occafion drﬂn {‘mg virgins of the city paft richly adomed in fo-
lemn proceflion before me. I faw fome vﬁo were accounted of ext-
traordinary beauty, though T did not zdmire, or even notice them,
My father, after the ceremony was finithed, afked me, ¢ whether,
ameng all thofe lovely virgins, T had beheld the original of my ad-
mired ftatue!"  No, anfwered T, vot one who appeared to me wot-
thy to be her flave, ¢ T am forry for it," returned Lafiris, * fince
thou haft feen among them her whom I intend for thy confort.” My
confort, exclaimed T, confounded at this declaration? ¢ She is the
moft amiable of all,” continued he, ¢ and-unlefs my cyes deceive me
the molt beautcous ; at leaft, the is fir more (o than the lady of
marble for whom thou haft conceived fuch a fancy.® That, cried
1, is impoffible! ¢ And if it were,” fiid Lafiris, * a rationa) man
is not determined in his choite of a comparion. by beauty; but as
thou art not at prefent capable of a rational choice, I have employed
my reafon for thee.” 3

@ This difcourfe overwhelmed me with fear and grief, and T caft
myfelf at his feer. He lifiened patiently to me, and, feeing my

" emotions too violent to admit the operations of reafon, left me for a

while, defiring me to compofe myielf ; that, when he returned, he
might be informed of my determination on this fubjet,
v No focnoer had he gnimd the cabinet, than I threw myfelf at

-the fect of miy beloved image, vowed cternal fidelity to it, ‘thoy

the mifesy of my life, or even a cruel death, fhould be the co
quence, 1 now smbraced her with tw moft rapturous paflion, prefe.
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£:d my heatt to her marble bafom, covered her cold checks with
ears and kiffes, and was [o lirtle mafter of mylelf, as to fancy fhe
acquired warmth and life from my touch,

* When Lafirie retumned, he found me flill more refolute and
inflexible than before. My father, faid I, I am convinced that
there is fomething extraordinary in this fatue, Either it is a real
virgin redaced to this flate by magic; or, if it be an inanimate
.llilli, there exilts fomewhere the original of this beautiful form.
- In both cafes my happinels hangs to this image : it will ever remaia

the idol of my adoration and love ; and it wiﬁ'b: impoffible to tear
my affeltions from it. Oh my father, let me be indebted to thee
for my happines| I am certain that the myllery of this lovely
form is known to thee. I cannot longer fuftain this ftate of fufpenie
and anxiety. . Tell me, I conjure thee, what I muft do to oﬁin
my beloved, and terminate my [ife and mifery.

# Is this thy laft refolve "' faid my faiker,

“ My laft," anlwered I, unfhaken.

¢ Ther return to me to-morrow at fun-rife, and hear what T
have to fay to thee.”

# Ere the day began to dawn, I repaired to the anti-chamber of
my father; but 1 had yet to be torturcd with an eternal hour of

iting, I da fand pangs in every moment, while my
eyes were fixed immoveably on that peint of the Leavens where the

gnal of my happinefs was to appear. The fun at length alcended
doubly luminous and welcome to me ; the door of the apartment
opened, and T entered. Lafiris faid, in a placid and gracious tone,
¢ Since thou wilt have it fo, Ofinandy, we mult part. A leve, vi-
olent as thine, muft b?glﬂtiﬁcd or cradicated, and one or the other
will be done by the means 1 fhall fuggeft to thee.  Drels thyfelf in,
thefe garments, and difguife thy facc-under this mafk. They will
give thee the appearance of & needy old man, will proteft thee fiom
viclence, and procure thee pity anl aid wherever thou fhalt go.
Here is a purdk, . in which thou wilt find as many dracmas as there
will be days in thy pilgrimage. Go, my fun, and may thy love
animate thee to perfevers in thy undmakil . Travel to the north-
wett till you reach Gaul, and feek for an old caltle, of which, only
three turrets remain undeftroyed. There fhalt thou find the wim
of thy wanderings, and the objeét of thy willics.”

# Yafiris aided me to drefs, and with his own hands' bound on
the mafk, which fitted {0 clofely, that none would have fulpcited
that it was falfe. ¢ I fee inquirics floating on thy tongue,” fiid
Lafisis, ¢ but aflk me no quellions, only truft thyflt to thy deftiny.
Da not defert thy(elf, and thy Genius will not abandon thee, My
heart forebodes thy fucce, * Farcwell, Ofinandy, we fall again
feeeach other.’ ;

¢t With thele words he embraced me, and recommended to me
begin my journey. o

# A year has revolved fince I left my home. The difficultics
and dangers that I have cocountered would have probably [ubdued
h’ -yy-and induced me to retum, had J been in purfuit of
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adindem; but whas T fought could not in the riiimationof
heart be purchafed 400 highly. T fhould be rewarded by attaining
the original of my charming Ratue.

This moming I' had expended my laft draehina, and: the tower
had yet cluded my fearch. * Unexpefledly T lighted on it during.
the ftorm, and in it on a friend, whom I had not hoped for; bue,.
alas! the obje& of my withes— :

* Is nearer, perhaps, than thou thinkeft,'” interrupted the youtk.
™ At leaft you lave reafon to hopé fo, fince hitherto every thing
has correfponded to the predictions of thy parent. - Would to heam-
ven T had no preater caule for defpair than you! Thon canft not
be more haspﬁ in the arms of thy beloved image, than T have been,.
and miglit {ill be, had not my own folly—for fhould T accufe.
defliny *—by degirivieg me of her, whom alone T love, rendered ma
the moft unhappy of mortals," :

Olinandy was fo affefted by the grief of his friend, that he for-
got his own. . He approached him, caught his hand, prefled it with.
affeftionate warmsh, and remained fometime filent befide him. The
lovely youth did not remain long infenfible t:;mupm of his
new friend ; and he feemed athamed of his* 3 ng Of-
mandy perceived him more compofed, he faid, ¢ it is fometimes an
alleviation for an opprefled heart to unlade his eares into the bofi
of afriend. If thou thinke@t thyRIf able to fuftain the pain af.
tr;:olk&im, reveal to me the fubjeft of the forrow that confumes.

4

* Hear my tale,” anfivered the youth, *and. judge if my cafe:
be not hopelcis, ) :

€ Nature has endowed me with a tender and fufeeptible beart,.
and an inclination rather to feck my happinefs in-an ideal world of.
fancy's creation, than in the narrow circle of human exiltence. My
education foltered this tendency, I was brought up in folitude, and*
among othes contfequentes, when I arrived at anhood, I took aver-
fion to the female part of the creation. About this tine; amonga:
colleftion of curivus mamuferipté made by my father, 1 found fome
which treated of the labitants of the Jfeweral elements; a race of
beings between men and 1s; who, when I became acquainted . *
with them, had quite other eharins for me than the refidents of this
grofs, impure carth.  When I had learnt the poffibility of arriving -
at the cliell intimacy with this fublime order of beings, was an
thing more natural than thae I: thould from the refolotion (which {
did in my fixteenth year) of rmour\ci'n§ all commerce with the daugh--
ters of men, and by a’confecration of mwicH, to attain the-exalted!
happine(s of being beloved by a Sylphid: My mother,. a woman:
of gréat beuuy and virue, and'my only- fifer, the exat. copy ‘of
the former both in mind asd perfon, wére alone excepted from
general @verficn to the fex.  The sccounts which T had heard of the
depinved manners of the women who refided in the cities around
e, nolrithed my contempt and averfion for the fex, and: ihvew me
entirely inta the cortetnplation of the invifible worid,
whin hesccame atgral
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i difapproved it, and laboured by every means to overcome it.-
H:g:d too feized every occafion of Taughing at my infenfibility §
bat neither reafon nor raillery, effcéted any change in my fentiments,
- # Nipe weeks have now patt fince, in li-nely ramble among thefe
regions, a white dove of uncommon beauty rofe from a buth

me. Her flights were fo fhort and low, and (he (o often fuffered me
to approach almoft within reach of her, that I did not defpair of
overtaking her. My hopes were continually diflzzoinmd cofi=
tinually renewed, and I followed ber till night fheltered her from
my views.. I found myfelf im fo thick anddpalhhl.'l a wildernefs,
that, though [ was fenfible I conld not bevery diftagt from my father's
houfe, yet I could not dttermine irs dircftion. It foon grew too dark
e L SR

obal much more » ol to
| Geisighiihon ﬂniur?;vhcnh{;:thd by a fudden light to this
tower. 1 entered ; and, by favour of a gli ing lamp, perceived
the fhair-cae ; Imhyic, and arrived at this chamber, where [
fousd a young nymph, who lay dlumbering on this couch, A loofe
robe of azure filk covered her from the inoulders to the feet. In
was formed in the Grecian fathion, dnd 'was bound beneath her ho~
*fom, the beauties of which thorie through a veil of purple. © < 4

- # My initant, and only ?..Jﬁnu was, that I before me
oue of thole divine beings, mere idea had for feveral
turned all earthly charms into deformitics in my eyes, and had rens
dered the moft beauteous of their fex odious to me. The emotions
that this h ly fpeftacle cxcited in me, confirmed me in my con~
j I flood filent, motionlefs, and hardly daring to breathe bee
forc her. I know not how long I were in thir trance of admiretion
and delight; for when the divine fonr wanifhed, it feemed to me
but an inftant.™ 3
¢ Alas, my poor friend ! ¢ricd /Ofmandy, *¢ was it then bue

adrean 2 - =

< Quite otherwife,” replied the youth, ¢ fhe waked, raifid her-
felf from the couch; abferved me with attention, and then making
2 motion with her hand, which 1 iicl not comprehend, [udddenl
vanifhed. 1 ftood inam inttant furrounded with the moft profoul
darknefs, and feemed as if I fhould have funk to the ground had
I not been fupported by invidible hands. For fome moments 1 loft
all perception, and when I regained my fenies found mylelf on the
couch, which had juit before been prefled by the lovely nymph.
The morn beamed through the window ; [looked round, and recog-
nired the chamber; but of its lovely hahitant was there no trace,

4 1 lefe the tower, and returned to my father’s manfion. 1 reld
bow I had besn led aftray and henighted, and how I had found
a ruined towe?, wheve | had fheltered myfelf. No one knew of
fuch a rower ; but - il olgferved am akermtion in my :]Feu:nn,
and harraffed me with enguiries concerning what [ had feen.

¢ [ retired to my .tcom, and puiled the day in reflelion on
‘adventwe, And at night, inficad of fecking my chamber, I X
wened to the forelt, and cudeavoured, as well as the twilight pese
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miitted, to purfue the path, by which I had returned from the
tower; but the encretfing obleority would have prevented con=
tinving any confiant mﬁ. had Itrnnc feen-a faint l'rght-befl:r{ mey
which I refolved to make my guide. It continually fled, as 1 ad-
vanced, and ina fhort time condufted me within fight of the tower,
which the moon, now rifing above the trees, pointed out to'me
when the light was vzniﬂm?.
- “ Think on my exticy, when, at the diftance of about forty
paces, 1 faw the form, thac had fo enchanted me- the enfuing even-
g, feated on the fragment of a broken pillar. | Her drefs was the
fame as before; but her veil thrown bsck- prefented me a more
lovely face then I could have conceived. She fat leaning her cheek
onher left arm, and on the moon, -as if fhe beheld in it the
m? of her bel . As foon as The perceived me, fhe covered
‘heifelf with ber veil, and advanced rowards wme. ¢ Deoft thou feek
any une, Clodio " faid the, in a tone that was echoed through my
heart. Whom fhould I feck but thylelf, -heavenly being ? ind I,
¢ Is this adulation, or is it the voice of thy heurt?* afked fhe,
finiling gracioufly. I confefs I have long known thee, and my
friendihip for thee is matwe.” I ing ted lier by throwing my=
felf at ber feer, and kiffing her off hand with - uncontrouled
tranlport.  She bade me rife, and, asthe night was uncommonly
warm umg::kd me into the r:-g:::- behind th:} cnil't;lg which,
among ir variety, fimplicit freedom, dil} too much
barmony, curufpmd{m:, :‘m! c{ni'e:, to conceal ’:J;y;m:d of art,
% The varied beauties of this enchanted fpet, illuminated by the
filver E:“ ufm;hg moon; the ;-d.omus g-l:l whi:hphhmhed from.
every fide; and the prefence of my adorable nymph;, pluo m
fenies and. fancy in!ﬂpldlﬂtiul d:lninm, tndy.{ “mm:g:l’&
tranfported into fairy land. 4 i 3
¢ My unkrown fair entertained me, as' we wandered through
this fafcinating fpot, with fuch delighiful difcourfe, as gave me
moft exalted epinion of her underftanding and fancy, and all™
with a frankoefs and confidence as if we were brother and fifter,
The morn began to enpurple the ealtern heaven ; fhe perceived it;
and faid : ‘we mult now lepara e, but if my focie. § have any charma
for thee, wu maycit enjoy it every nipht, by repairing at the hour
of twilight to this tower.  She then pointed out to mea path ca
the other fide of the ruins, which in lels than- an: hour condufted
abe to my refidence.  After accompanying me fome part of the way,
fhe dilappearcd fo iyddenly, that I proceeded, feveral fteps without
miffing her, I uled the permiffion whicn my unknown fair had
given me ;. and. fortunately not any of the family feemed to vicw my
conduft wich {ulpicion. [ paifed fome weeks 1n the regular eujoy-
ment of the moit faicinating converfe with my unknown fair, and
I exprefe! to her all I felt towards hey, She confeffed tome in
one of thefe moments of tender effulfion, that from her firft f&l
of me fhe lind relulved to. beftow on me her heart dnd perfon,
fsould flie, on examination, find me worthy her choice.  Sheowned
t00, that my cuntempt for the carthly fair; and my love for the moce
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refined beings of the elements, had raifed me in her efteern ; but h
petfiited to make her name and nature & fecret to me,
¢ It is now above five weeks fince, repairing as ufial] fnl_lof
f:mntbn:n@e&fnlhre, to our wanred place of meeting, I fought
‘her in: vain amopg the ruins, or walkes of the garden; atlength I
found her on the cooch in the chambér, where I had firft been
«blelt with her fight. .. A flight rain which had fallen in the evening
induced her to this precaution, as fhe: faid, for my health, which
mugh: fuffer brupofm to the dampsof the ecarth and: the night
1 fpoke with rapture of the joys of love, and of the blifsful
bupnﬂwhnl:mngadmhn;:nd, for the firft time ventured to
exprefs, the i ent expeftations that fired me.. She did not re-
fent my boldnels, bat bade me wait feven: days without murmuwis,
Seven doys, idol of my heart, cried I, falling at' her feet, will be
f:vmaguumumton Makem trial cruel as thou'wilt, I will
J! 'do mot let it be thws eternal.
Atltn ,ﬂnmpmuﬁdmmndmmﬁwnd:pmtothm
<% thu'hney‘ faicl fhe, ¢ mmmmmg heart, and j;
:ngﬂ'nh:cqnbls brrr ion as beings
my nature require: I exift only in tbu. bn,nrmurl I demand
that thy heart fhall be wholly mines If thou think ‘me ‘worth this
fice; and find thyfelf ﬁ!ﬂ:in‘ _enduring the teft, retym hi-
on the third nightﬁ!m prefent, and we will exchange vows
ofct:rml .ml Bmmwietmeqmtthnl‘ Do not alk it,

facri

ther.

Edd s of eried I, ehlpmg with paﬁmmmhn:;
me here at thy feet—

€ At chis inftant, the magu:-d-q that filled &edﬁmb-'. dml
mﬂnnm‘da;kneﬁ,udwyfnr unknown melted from my em-
brace.  In vain I felt for her every where in the apartment :  the was
gone, and I'was obliged to confole myfelf wnhl.heh’peoflm
pem::ﬂormy patichce at the expiration of the three da

¢ Thefe three days were a chafin in my-exiftence. Thewiﬂud
fwmalng(h came, and I haftened carlier than ufual to the
foreft ; but my fenfes’were confuled, and I was ;zhkﬁl:‘:i&m
the which the had pointed our, thongh I t
Rﬁz:ﬂ" + GAL ’Ym]l}l mpl‘:;mhlmd in the fuu!l and was
furprifed by darknels famlvbﬂddafoutuiuyﬁw thlmu'.
at which I never had been fo impaticnt to arrive.. .
) eATAg lpmn‘gﬂ' andﬂnxmdnt, mthebpu
that nmld direft me to my wilhes. It led me fori fome time in
a kind of lahyrinth, and vanilhed, having cmdu&ed me to the
door of a palace, from which, sﬂ'ued: {ervant; ri dreffed, asked
m&d‘mynmmCludmr 1 had no fooner anfwered, than he
flew into the palace, with an exclamation of joy. Inan mhut the
portals-were thrown open, and fix virgins, magnificently attired,

ed by twelve flaves benving torches, came ouaty took e

the hand, to lead me into the palace. - ‘T entreated them to

nyduhnmgdnrmmmn. , that I had wandesed from my
path, that I was expefted dl’ewhne, and could not delay ?ﬁn
parture an inftant. ¢ Pardon s, my lord,” retumed oue of she

%
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i are arrived where you have beén impatiently ex-
m -a-‘ynil"an mock me," cnadyl. angrily, * I t':-r none in
thuplm,vﬂmmnldqpeﬂw?ud am lofing here the moft
grenous moments of my exiftence.® With thefe words T would

au quitted them ; but the virgins threw themfelves on their

knees around miey lnd faid, * What we folicit from you, genero
Kknight, uwhnﬂnbetﬂ'ﬁﬂn’l by you only ;- it will detnin you but a
few inftants, and it is what mmenfynnrunkmddnnaer cam
wefule to the fupplications of the unfonnnate. OI'ﬂ‘l;ﬂme y their
Smportunities, and wa tnd.ul' felf, 1 twfen'ml
€ their requeft, and %ﬂl - ‘r’:{
fent and vexation

“mHMImd‘ 'mgﬁlh :‘;E:hnckhadmhgh:

‘wlwhltnrm:ewnd from a dim lamp. At the upper end were
folding doors that opened into another room, and befide them (teod
#wo giants with enormoos clubs to guard the entrance. I ftop
and turned to the virgins, who were my guides, and teold them thav
I wasiunarmed ; when at that inftant a defcended from the
cieling with a flaming fword in his mouth. /I feized the weapon,
4nd rufhed towards the gigantic forms, who lifted their ponderous
«clubs § bist as T drew near, funk to the earth.. I now paffed into
4 hall lined with black, which, from a cupola that feemed vaulted
with fire, ived a blue fulpl light, that rendered the dark-
nefs below more horrible. Beneath the dome ftood a bier covered with
black velvet, that hung to the gm\md Six blacks in yellow habits,
with black plumeés n their and fi drawn in their
hnduﬁmrfnnmmgmmﬂn round the bicr ; but as I advanced
wjth the f g fword to thrm,du:yt’inklutlegmml
and diﬁpﬁnﬂ. Two of the virgins who had accompanied me,
e ai ]-n]l. hmhm::‘lim:rm her. I did, :nd*ybghdd,
mal a young lady of ¢ ing in
a coffin, mh-ﬁmurplnngzd{pmthe 1& s
As I [brusik with horror mmm%mthmad«-
Mvdms‘?m&cbcfmywthu perfon, whofe
w_ mr:::dumumfu!cdfar&. Tﬁ
uuniuyt a powerful genius with'a vigl
puﬂicmz:'n As be is nzt Jefs odious than fhe is amiable, her
averfion was equal to his love.. After having petfecuted her with
hlahwfnlﬁnm and finding all his offers fc » he determined on
ce. Htmt:yed her by his pmrwrhuha}l placed her
coffin, and plunged the arrow in her breaft, For'more than a
{:rpﬁhzhunhmlu morn, and deawn the {haft from
biofom. wound y heals, and he urges her ‘the whole
:hy!mhhulbhrmlpnﬁw but as fhe remains immoveable in ber
he dmutheanw into hwhm&,ph::l

Mnhwﬂh‘m{mdrh:m Befide the guard of Moors

giants; whom He fet over hicr, he has affixed 2 talifman to the palace,
wilich renders it invilible ; and, if this proves infifficient, he removes
it every day lo;drllrulplm Yt all thele provioss have pot*
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u;d:ube in your noble ,tommmu
mﬂpu\uly themghm:ﬁé rﬂﬂﬁm informe that her
:tr':ncll:mmudwl ba;xchmd by a {i:mun t’n:dmir?ncg
who, u rpuwen,
5:. wf-m A_ﬁn fong zxpe&:unn, g:ﬁk
'“gmmuah"'m" " .r.m? gl i cnbirmlen kg
= a ce, the m fwa
and, ghove all, mrulouran fuccefs, afummd::fl:nd i
lm‘e:lnm . Neo mwdwmhbulﬂmam
and your mmﬂmtmuﬁnm:hbuﬁm our
happy ' rt’nfuceaul. the of the tyranc cealis.
aggmchﬁ'th: form, vl'-nrl'e x wa_sfbdux'lmg, &it'l
mtohfmreh:r i x|
horrar I ‘the dm, and: ‘&hﬁm labour ' di
her b loomy light was quenc athed 10
;;tuwa'dzrlt:luﬁ ! thundirhﬂ:;ok th; :‘hnl;:dti& and,
ome mt, was inat itc oul
m&ﬂ'm:m:gn t hiall, fplen
il ted, lmi h;mgm blue velvet; theb w::
ﬁya umptuous _thrope, nnwhuhlbehcldthefa:rbhn,
the attitude ufn:mgmmdﬁ‘?;ﬂhugm” She rofe to
retire, and, while | on two o v 55 flowly
me. mmzl]ook:? ﬁiﬁdhﬂom}&
mrillilpurfudlm'hllﬂle eft the hall.

I‘i

bdﬂdﬂhml&d me, that fome minutes repofe and refrefh-

ment was neceffary to me. At length I ﬂ:dﬂ:ememblnk
and faw, ‘with that the time for
fair unknown was m thought of hsmg vio} ﬂu-._
‘appointment drove me to md:ne ‘What ‘muit fhe mntludeﬂf
my love? In this fumult and vexitioh of fplr!t. the ruigh:
e, when fhe returned to conduft me to her folbbecl
Iurwuh a vifiblé u:yulﬁm of difcontent m& uneafinef§; but
firft ray of Diana's eyes, diffipated every thade of !hdne['s and aﬂ-
ger that clouded my afpeft, and all 4=/  ferenity and ‘What-
ever might be the q of this 1 conld” uof ‘bht
congratulute myfelf on having béen, in the hands of lhxglm—
power, of fach effential fervice to fo- mn:hl: a pe'rnn. myr-.
terious miftre(s, thought I, will- co w;t
knows the caule of it.

¢ I found the lovely Diana feated on afufa; fhe invited me to
fit befde her, and thanked me, for the fervice I had ffo.ded her.
The found of her voice ftrangely sffefted me : it was not that of
‘my beloved (ylph, but it me‘r:ublcd it; and" this refemblaace ek-
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dearcd her tome, Her glances were arrows of love, that pierced:
giredtly to the heart; but thcu' wounds were tou pleafant to be
amdcdnrmn a face embelliflied with every
conceive it the unpwlgmof the moft infinuating fenfibi-
f:uu:f a gentle, tender fmile, floating on the lips amgi cheeks,
ternately reigned and ywldzcl to the moft interclting I i
a'{, if it werg poffible for mortal to remain uncenquered,™
d;ﬂixuk to withdraw the eyes from fa amidble a creathre;
ml. fpare attempts to tear myfelf from the mhzntmg
m:l:. Her drefs was a_delightful union of elegance
Jicity.. Her ebon hair, adarned with pe:nrl.- hung like
vine in luxuriant clufters on her ivory neck and
ers; and her bofom was lefs concealed than is common to the
5 ulf to canvince her deliverer, that no ruinous trace remained
the aceurfe - Confes, Ofmandy, that my conffancy was
put to a fiery teft L I felt my d.tn;e: and my agitation betrayed
mare anxiety than tendernefs. mqusm.l about the fibjeét of
mmﬁnﬁﬁ, and added with a tendér figh, that he fhould be ig-
| ny efforts in her Scll\'cmw: hid coft me 2
the mulr:lm !:caed!n me. Th:nh:lddmﬁ threw
inta, :ammutwn, & almott inv my adored
@ehm.fuﬁ:nlayftnhngcmﬂm I rencwed in my beart all
my vows of %" ; but "z“ I.\n:e at the fair Diana rendered me
faithfefs. I e could fave me : -and yet was 1 To
..f l.hatlhdmthepow:ﬂnﬂy
vﬂymoment lified the danger, and it was by a ﬁ-m-: of
M\udmu at I was at h able to refolve on ;lqm-
1 teld im', u fhe was now fafe from her llr'ruﬁ:rumr,
-uuld,nhk;hrga her of iprefem:e an affair of the highelt value
to me, rqumn; my at| nce at a place, where [ was exptﬂed the
Im:m:deml:dm:m dietgms :rpa:
';:dg: fmd, ﬂmuld for ever accule herfelf, if by oblig
her [ fhould colt myfelf the leaft facrifice: that what (he was I:F
ready indebted to me, gave her no right to expelt new complai-
mmmdlr& and if I would gratify Ilermih my campany
only for the (fhe adri:d with a finile), lhe would furrender me
at.eve to thofe who ior right to me,’
g ﬂsm}, 1 )u:khd w e1 fintreatics, and, after having fuffered
her jo,gain over me. was conduéted to a chamber, that
1 mght recreate m):af by a few hours repofe.
¢ About noan, I was again jnvited to the fair Diana, whom 1
found ‘n a fuperb. faloon that csmed to the garden, (urrounded
her virgins, and attired in an Oriental drefs, 1 felt all my firm-
nels melt beneath her glance; and could frarcely refrain from
throwing, myfeif at her feet. After the repaft, which confifted
of the rdgﬂ and rareft frluu, fhe r:h:lllm.gclime to chefs ; and,
if her d weze 10 allail me in a narrew cirele with the colleSied
force of all her charms, and thos complete her. congueft of my
1eafon, bher plan cculd not have been cholen with more art.© Yeu
may conceive, how often I was imated, and will judge, that Diaga

e
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had little caufe to. thank her fkill in the game for her,
Rthe more for this Rer eyes glmu&! ‘with cxultation at the’ oi;llh
of her feduétive :m 55

“’Thca evening invited ustnupxmw__ ¢ h
the g-an!ms ]dm, which were of vaft extenf, Jem
braced whl& re poliefies of tl‘e
fantdtic, we were left by :
.fumt time m&m‘l l 3 the foft pcrﬁm of i

m.l's of 'y ho feemed to chant an’ uf ¥
]0.‘!’: iring whil af t}uﬂe’n. weet co uliqq
5 fpn:‘;u” mnl’p: to Ihm:li‘to rq!oli‘uﬂ]
1 fiti)

%ﬁﬁm’
i

“ Spare e the ralt of my Yadtak T have mtL .ﬂmngﬂ: mﬁ&-

port the reniwal of that ftal might ; fmee which T Bave
ot mifkrable of m.n. Alast but for this, 1 [hould
the molt blefed. 1 am too convinced that it was my &
who' In the charafter of Disna, uvnvetled huﬁl; to me,
by wll her chanms, of which 1 hat beheld in the tower hut a few
fays, and by every ledufiion of tine, circumilance, 2o mlrm
laboured ro render me wafaithfil to herfelf. l'-'mul fmﬂ
mlds:ne expale w&y heart fuch a teft ? %5 ﬁd 9{' %
“ Shie will not, cannot remain im i m
L& Tluimr.!llovu thee is evident, and——' &
* Thou doft nat-Know,™ Jinterrupted 1he  def}
* the jealous dgT‘: of | bgng.s of her natupe.,

able to ﬁc#uagc of ulﬁdrlu.[ Alisl fmgwu: sh‘z my :npn. i
hapeleds,

¢hoRicis | bope of ha ﬁ
to lamentation and e p:cr.lr. ;dcﬂ;m na;tlf in l.ha tower,
o "‘rmﬁm‘F 1:1‘ lcmu who, during 3l this, s
Om-o the malked per 2
had 1 u:F!rLk» g o tliele, wmdt p;.,-ﬂn
brler 3 € it s now umcfar us to finih our work and retiges” -Op
thl-u the other drew a fimall fladk from bepeath his -mantle,, fid
pper part of ibie tower, came dowp immediately, and
l.'he OITNE, Rolcu:; ay’;lldun eived ds Ihl:;y hadau'n:d.
# I cannet think," ki ¥y ainly
fb obdurate, s not to pardon n:r‘nu{q degply Llﬁlﬂﬂﬂi-“‘k\l!
pemit me, fince you have mnﬂcdmc it, - wask the fogice
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yo {gum;amam with Lafiris and Ofmandy, have you ever beea
pti™

fore I anfwer thee,” returned the yonth, * let me
Ibutnmktw:dlmcfwhatle %ﬁe thee. Wehﬂ:h
need fome refrefhment.”—With this he opened the, fecret dnf:t,
and drew from it fome fruits together with'a flafk, 0( mn:, which
he had not before perceived.  *_ My iavifible parrqw, faid he,
 feems to Iqﬂert:kmd on my g\ml by lhcmf\l;lljab\mdagu J

provifioss.
w*ra fodden thought*Hiikes' e, faid ﬂnwuf the caitle; -
u ¥

o5 the gloom of anx Bed btfou the !

L 'lliﬂt ﬁ! }ou ‘?u:g bﬂpv:d ﬂa’tuc,b}m I:fl*ml;h::-
{Mﬂﬁﬁu mcldg; nq.rzll relative -—

&t him with amavement expeltation.—* A_t |¢nﬂ,:fop

other, ¢ the idea phﬁbl!hlthaum'lt &ﬁ,mlm
to thee the origin cf acquaintance with thm&mi],
< 1t js now the th ymﬁﬂtetﬁednih m qxul'ﬂnpn&n-
My father, though effeemed the wifeft found in_the whole
ﬂgnﬁmnfhuphhﬁphy mthmgﬂlucmo%cd him_for his lofs, *
He intimated to me and my fiter, who was then about fifteen years
of nge, that we fhould prepare for @ long journey. ¢ 1 will
to 5" faid he, ¢ and confirm fortitude in the arms
fii " T learnt on this thnth:yhadknmm
odsﬂ in early youth; and during more thln forty years, notwith-
abknce and valt diftance, had cultivated the clofelt friend-

‘ﬁ'cmmmwed the verernble Laﬁm with eve rzﬁuno;g
nﬂ?hy_ The two fages found in mmmg. a kparr{hm of

my years, a renewal uf their youth ; and their mutual comnmuni-
were fo recip ghtful, that my father was calily
serfuaded to remain 3 w year.  ‘Thou wert then trav

3 and I, entered into the umpknl' Ifis, to be initiated into
myfleries, where I paffed og:anofth:tun. Thy
m, ntnurtmn],mmthaul:tm her mother's, and I had
fhut myfelf up in the temple of Liis before fhe returncd; fo that
to this, and to my averfion to the fex, Ihannnzrﬁcnh:r.
gtlwnn her and Matilda there grew fo warm an affeflion, that
foon became infepasable, and when a feparation began to be

of; it was found that either Matilda muft remain, or thy

ced to my father's caftle. Thy father conlented to pare

with his daughter, on condition, that his friend fhovld leave with
him the fatue of Marilda, M)r father, among various arts and

fecrets which h:yorﬂ':ﬂ‘n, is fkilled in Ratuary, and has difcovered a
method of tl:ﬁz marble with hoes, that mble itto :mnlau life.

AGm:in whohdmnmpnmd the work,
which m perfefted ; and this bemmdlebu-
u,amfym«an&"mnr N

“' Here the youth of the caftle noti ‘4' i ident, which
was no lefs,

chit iy young friciel T8 sioe bees kept AVAN
o M%‘bndmtlppa:dmmmr:bb!;




to him: but while he was reflefling on it, he himlf yi
- power of flecp, angd funk unconitious on the couch behind |
Their flecp continued fome time, and hoth waking aboy
time, swhat was their amazement and joy, when 'Oimandy hehele
his beloved fiatue, and Clodip his adored Sylph. u&nqﬂ’x rehel
his flatue on the fame conch, with her dove on hér bofom, and}
bicathing and looking Iovc, as he had fo often feen her in the cabinet;
of his father. ClcE’u faw bis celeftial fair in her arupe robe and,
purple veil, as fhe was wont to appear to him in the E ., Bal
feared to truft their eyes and their withes ; yet both rul t .
themiclves in fpeechlels mapture at the feet of their idols, y
cancedled door fpran , and the majeflic fages, Lalins
Aranes, entered hand jn hand, and by their fudden e figes
them in dumb amazement. Aranes feized the hznﬂ.of the you
Egyptian, and, {miling, faid to him. * animate her, if thou tm
be happy I* At the fame time Lafiiis led the youth of the,
caltle to his fuppofed Sylph, and, drawing afide the veil, faid,.
¢ let your forgivencls be mutual, Lﬁul’ mutual offences will but
hdﬂ;mmdmﬁmymbuud licity.”
moments that enfued were fuch as fpurn deleription., Of
mandy, finking in the arms of his beloved hnage, fclt with
her btart, for -the firft time, beat agaiut his own. Clodio :
all the fire of love, that ftreamed on him from the eyes of the tender
Diana, to feel himfelf in the cibrace of bis auftere’ Sylph, without
expiring with rapture. Never had love made four mor:als fo bleft
and never had two fathers mjngtd to fuch a height in the tran
of their children, the accomplithment of their favourite 2
The hofpitable tower was too confined for fo much happinefs, and
:zkdxl‘mﬂ:d to, the g:mi.h!:hi;l:,ﬂ’bchmd the ruins, fell by a
flope inte the plain. Naomi pointed out to
@ winding path, leading to the palace of the fuppofed fairy, which
had been concealed from him in his rambles, by a grave of poplars.
After fome time they entered the marble temple, and fe:nedrlhm»
felves on_the cuflions “which were placed around it, Aranes; who
read in the of the young men their curidlity 10 lenrn what 'wis
icomprehenkible to them in this bliisful adventare, began to gratify
it by a full explanation. :
¢ The friendilip betwixt myfelf »nd Lafiris was built on fo folid
a bafis, that never, perhaps, did affeftion fo ftrong (ubiik between
two men.  No fooner did we fee wurfelves bleft each 'with a-fon and
daughter, than we refolved; if poflible, to unite the two families by
a double marriage. We did not confult your inclinations ; we knev
that your happinefs would depend on your own hearts. 1In the late
vifit which 1 made to Lafiris, the dsfire of qmitininnr families was
rencwed with redoubled warmth.  Bur the fon of Lafiris wis dbfet,
and to Cledio, -whe from his childhood had nourifhed fuch an aeer-
fion to the daughters of the earth, it wouid have been dangerous ito
fhew him the amiable daughter of Lafiris, though fhe might infpire
Bint with an immeorta) love as erg of his fantaftic beings, Ofmandy
3 ol ah
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20’ THE ROBBER'S DAUGHTER.

!!ai;fnﬂ:;dweﬂnﬁnuehnmrtlo,md Clodio was kﬁlmld'hu'bul
in hig phantafy. J
fan without bei ferved by him, . mwnm&% the
afforafice that Ozaad referabled his fifter, to conceive a fufficient
mq for him. Hzmrm certain we might efteem ourfelves of
ing in our projet, we cancerted the double ndvmtm, which
has términated fn favorably to our wifhes. Ofi s affeltions
were &h) to his future confort as a ftatue; C'hdm wis
m of Naomi as a Sylph. The year which you, my fon,
in your jourscy, gave me fufficient time for 'all my pre-
H: P:g'n d;frrhe fmeﬁr near my m.nﬁﬂnmvrls
into the dwelling fed fairy, and ¢ ion,
Hilch after thy return was the ufus wﬁdm:e?ﬁkmﬁzn
efl among the furrounding gardens, that Naomi eould per-
fm’n het dduble chara&ter withont difficulty; and your fuppofition
that a fpot' like this could not have remained unknown without
magie, "was conﬁ.rmed by all the houfeheld having the frifteft in-
junétions to 5 ignarance, whenever your cuno%ry impelled you
to make an enquiries r:fp:&mg the wondrous place.™  “ As'for .
them él. contdined 2 fleepmg potion; was onu veyed there by
" faid Naomi, who had arrived with Matilda at :hc caftle in
l:h%mﬁ. jult after Ofmandy, and leard beft part of their difcourfe.
# And that there has been no forcery in the proceedings at the
enchianted taftle,” continued fhe, with a (mile, * Clollio will be
convinced, when he receives this magic feat, together with the

ers;ngnnn,dm 'ua;aat?frl':;}‘.ﬁ Py " hitt...‘ pany the
i : THE 2
ROBBER’s DAUGHTER;

PHANTOM OF THE GROTTO,

-—C P

" BOUT the diftance of three miles frem the Bl::k Foreft, in
Germany, was once fitudted a frong free-booter’s hold, which
was occupied {’ a koight named Wilibald ; he was the flower of

free-booters, and the terror of 2l who ventured along the roads,
T -moméent his fword was girt about his loins, and his fpun
tinkled at his beels, his heart was fiecled to bloodfhed and to rapine,
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