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N a fultty da.y, ~t tlte beginning of auhlnln, jut as the' fup
began to decline towards the horuon,.a nolent te~peft furprUCd
meanly apparelled traveller, i~ a region .to whkh he wann entin:
ftranger,- and compell:d him to feck .lhelter from the flonD; T~'
liatOra! obfcu~ity oLa thick foreA: of lofty Vees, heightelled by the
,heavy' dodas, ,buried all tm: fU[(Qunding!objeCls in 10 deep a ·night,
that without the frequent flalbes (If lightning, he ':M)uld have bee"
'Unable ~ [ee;twenty<vacu "tfore him. Happily, by .t his dreadful
illumination, he difcovered an old half-ruined tg\'r'Cr, that cafe abon,
(OIIle thick wood on a fmall errunence~ and offered' him a fufficicnt
ddence from the violence of be tempdt. This fight imparted ~
J'lIy of joy to him, that was fJ,lc:c=I~d by rapture, when. by a fWh
of u,\common. fp!eudo~r, ~e difc<l;vered . ~,t., 111llo~g .the ruins of
l;he cllUe, three turrets IhJl remamed uninJured. ' "At length .. •.
cried he, in' a v'oice oftratifp.,ort, " .1 have found the termination-of
my ~roubles, finee it is impofiible that Lams would,deceive> me, and
this.is' certainly the [pot hc:,h3$ indicated as th6 ~ri04 0'1' 'my mife~
ries." lie' perceived a narrow path that led through..tbe thicket tq
~he- towei-, at· w~ich 'he an'ived in a few minutes. Thefe three towen
were all that the deftruaive hand of time had fpared of a fpaCioUl
,and magnificent caA:le, the fragment. of which, overgr.. wn wi$ mo1i
,nd ihrub., lay for a vall extent fcattef'ed abouf. •.
'
The heavy rain did' 'not permit him.to' contemplate there -a_f~
ruins, In<J. hoi haft:ened to gain the interior of t\1c: ,tower, the eqtra~
of whith ~was open, and he found himfelf .in a large v:lUlted baU;
which, at various aperture!!, admin'ed the Iiglatning fuffic\ent1r tg..
difplay a wjnding alCent, that led [0 di.e .top of the building. Hi',
~vart Uu"-obbcdl wbUe __ gro,ped his way ui CO tk cbck- *tD.t, ~
.
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'w"'inaing thrice round the tower, termi!l~ed in ;\ J1nalJ antl-cnamber,
, fo feebly illuminated, that he could difcern nothing but a bench of
'1I:one placed again!!: one of its walls,# and the paflagr to another
apartment, from which iffued ~e li~t1e light that glimmered in the
,fermer room. He: looked through the entrance, and the lid!: alance
gave fuch certainty to his-expe8:ations, that he drew back, _and
feared himfelf on the bench to recover his compofUl-e. He obferved.
lIl!stdrefst arrd, for 'the lid!: "time, Was' aftr.mled of his appearan~~
IWhich: was not -calculated to .juftify. his intrufion mto an aparun.nt'
like that before him. R~olleaing, tbat by JavoUT _of this apl'earance he had paJfcd unhurt through various provinces and kingdoms, he refolvrd to proceed' :r little longer with it, however ill
,; acc~,'dant to the magnificence of t\e a~ent he was about to:
~nter
,
He frept*l 01, and (e~ tQ tread-i the chamber of. a monarch.
-The Boor-"vas cov~red-witb cloth of gold, the walls were- hung with
gIeen filk tapellry, b"rdered with fcRoons of artificial Bowers, that'
.rivalled the produaions ()f nature. A bed in the form of a pavillion,
with hangings of brue atin, flood on bne 6d~· th·e apartment, which
received ,all its light from a lofty arched window of crimfon glafs.
that threw a 'rich glow over the room, at once folemn-and chearful.
However unapeaed' all thefe pariicu1ad in fuch 'a wililemelSmi~
<be, and in a ruinous callJe, he. was frill more furprifed,{inficad of tbe
opjea he was in feard1- of, to find a young man reclining on the
'bed, who mifed- himfelf at his approach, and regarded him with a
[erioui but ferene leak, without ,the leaa fign of alarm at the.abrupt
~p pea'rance of a! perCon, whofe figure was fo' little adapted ,to imprefa
imy one in his favour;
•
'
t
• The youth was wrappro-in a large fcarlet mantle; his eyes were
fu nk ul 'his hea d~ his complexion wa~~ale and fickly, and on his
whole perfon there was an ~JJ1preffion of tender ladnefs. He began
an apology for his intrulion, which the youth did not fuffer him to
nnifh. "You fcem by your appe~rance," faid ht', "little favoured
of f~rt llne; if you are unhappy, you are my brother, andwe1cOJile
i(Y me.~
,
- I
.
"J -am a ftranglr.," anfwa-ed he, ," the'native of a dillaot land.
A ' tempeft, tha~ furprifrd me. in thi forell, '<Ieove me fOfJ efuge to
-tMs tower, which is the fame, that for fame weeks I have been
feeking in this kingdom."
"
I!
The youth railed his eyes, and obferved, the Ihanger wifh greater
attention; and though h is appearaooe was rather hideous than alluring, the found of his voice was fo engagin!r' as to gain him 'dIe
lJeatt of the you, h, who Ihove in vain to reconcIle fa uncouth a figure
~ith an accent that 6cittd in him fuch pleafing emotions. He bade
the old man feat himlelf on the bed, and he: pr.oduced fome bread
and fruits , and a flalk of wine. "This tiquor," faid he, " hu
~maineo untouch~d Q1imy days, I cannot expend it better than all'
tbee, 14'00 (remelt to need fomewhat.to refrefu thee. I have Hved
for mar than mOl1th on br.t.ad and ...ater, and fuall probably neter
~du lg~ on better food ."
(
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' CAS'TI.E OF' ENC,H'ANTM~N:r~'
. The /ha;ger furveyeil his hoft with a look of pity; and tlianking
him for his kindnefs, faid, " As a proof of my with to be gratenl ,
I will' /hew myrelf in my own form,.in which I may be more ferYic~able thaD in my 3lfu~ed one," With therll words he divefted
himfelf of his drefs, and revealed to the youth a young man of
ewn age, and equal to hirpfelf in beauty, though he too ieemed ta '
have fuffered from inward forrow, ~wdl as from lht: ,toils of hi
pilgrimage. : _ .
I
_
.,
'/
T he youm of tlle tower gazed earnelBy. at his gueft; when . at"
length, unable to repn:1s hi, emotionS', he threw his arms about ,th~
ftranger's nes:k, ' pr.dfceJ bim' to· his bofom; and walhtd biB cheeb-.
with tears.
. The Ihanger, hown-er, aft'e6t:ed by this effuf:::m of ' tendemers,·
could-not. but be fUr'pri!ed, and his aftonifbment was perceived , by"
the youth of the tower. 'I Theu IhaJt ~ learD the caufe of all there
wonders,·J fajd the latter; "but flrft {wear' Dever to ',def.:rt me, butto ref,de with me here till death /hall part .us." 'e: I do (wear- it.")
anl\vered t.he frrarlger," I , vow Dever to quit thee, by the lif.: of het'
for whom I breathe, whom! fo long have fought in vain, and ex
petted to h~ve found In this tower."
,
" In this ~ower;~ exclaimed the other; "bttl I t-hin/( you ha-veo
alreally faid 'fo. -There is fornething my(~eriou1i in thy difcourfe, i~
thy ~eatures, and in our meeting in this fower. ·, rrelt me, ! conjur'e'
thee, ",h thou \1, and , whom thou feek~; ' I- will rtturn thJJ
franknefs, aDd confide to thy bofom a fecret, that hitherto has be~1I.
limited to miJle, aJ?d on which d~pends the d'efti.-:y of my lif~. u ' , ~
• "How can' ! wltJilio!d any tlung from thee"whett I ftel mcltned
to !bed Illy-life-to te(tify my affettjon for thee.. But expett_'to hea!
adl.raRge and incredible hi(lory." J
• •_1
« It c:rnnot be ,·more marvellous tban wliat ! (hall relate, l'I'htJt<
thou hall fat-islied my curiofity." ub)' I
. •
.
_ I
I
During this .difcourfe a , couple of cauHers, nfuffiCd up to theeyes, arrived at the tower, where they fought IhdUr from the ftorm!
rrhey left thetr fteeds. below, and-afcended the Rairs, but before they:
re~ched t~e 'anti-chamb~r, they perceived that others were arrived
there before -them. They fropped thtrefore, and feating themfeJves '
on the Ilone bench ne~ the door, '!cVrapped thenhelvcs in their roan.
tIes, and Iilh:ned with greedy attention to every word that was ut.
I
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" The place of my birth," faid the ftranger,. " is in F.gypt~
where Lafiris, my farher, is chief minill-er. of the Soldan."
•
c, What do I heal' ?" interrupted the youth of the tower:; ifl La!iris thy fathel ? and thou his fon, Ollnand}"'? _. '_
'"
" HOlv I" cried tile other, "and are you then acquainted with
\II i"
" J'orgive me this interruption which /hall DOf:! be rc:peatedj~ and
proceed with thy relation."
"
" As you feent not unacquainted with Eg;pt, it .would be fuper~
luous to mention.in whou mapner the fons of- ollf high prie/b .art:
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edllt1tm. Suffice fo-fay. thaf "heft I bad attained my reve~tlt
y.e ar, my father feat 'me, under the cace ot an aged prieft, to.,tOltf.
pletc: ~y tclucatioll in Gr~ece; that I might he initiated in ~he
;Eleufmlan and other myften,ts~ In this tour I employed tWQ vean.
and learnt all tbat the feveral myfteriu could teach me, and returned
"lith the conviaioD, that 'I was equally igno.ant of every vakabJ.,
. kpowleoge ill> at my depart:ure {rom Egypt. My father received lIM
r with great- kindnefs, and, finding me little elated Ity
acquilitioui,
«o.DYfrfed with me yery fredy on the .infignilicance· of Diy attain- ,
menu. 4 To what,' laid he, • will all thefe high fecret~ avail thee,
The true (age is not ite who c;:an talk of wh'itJew know.... and non.
aeed or willi to be acquainted with; ' but he who know" how to reDo'tie! hili life moft a~eeabIe to !Iiin{elf, and.inoi uhful to ~»s tdJOlVS.
wlio is velkd in the powers of nature, and ,an operate thing~ by,
. th~j r means, t hat to the ignorant appear miraculous or magical.'
By {ucb difcourfe a, this, Lafiris lirove to inflame my curioliry, and
excite me -to qiligellct, --that cO.llld aJone, as he faid, c:nJow me with,
trlle knOVfledge. Brit fate has 'Cllt me git' 'from the inbe; it;!Rce of
" Jaia ",ifdom, by fubjeaing m~ to a paffiQn, from which'alt hi~ phi1o~phy did not enable him to releafe mc. This pa/fJOn (the tlrange*
ltDd moll: ilntionaJ that ever :tyrannitedovcc..a hum~n. 6reaft) mattered
~, and deftroyed .11 my former plans of life, frulhOlted ;ill my elforfsl '
to render royfelf worth), the cares of Lafiris, aOO ch.air.ed me 'Ian., ,
«uilbing and maaive to the feet of a Ilatue." "A lbtue ? '~ u~
" flairned the youth of tb~ t9WC(, ill a tont at once expreffive of mirth
, aDd amazement:
"
: .. Hdr m.e eut~" faid Ofmandy: " Afiermy return f11?m Grfect!,
Wri$ left bit apartment at ill times open to me, into wh~ch, premus
'to this, I hact never entered but at his fummons. Adjoinin.g to" fhi.
~bamb", ~ A cabjQl:t, vdIic\l DQ one in the family dalied to optn,
tbough it was generally unlocked, and without any faft.cnin~; ' eYrrY
one I.l;elieying th ~ Hhe dQOl was' !PJatded by a terrific [pqit, who-would
Say any QIIe that pr!,:fumcdJQ invade this flln8uary. On me, ~ niere
pr\.!hibition of my father wOllld ha.ve been a gtreater reftl'?'!.:! than the
fear of this ,tremendous fpirit. But as he had never impoled _any
nA:raint orlrme on this f\lbj.:8, curiofity impelled Ille to examine the
~ontents of thii myfteriou.s (abine ~ and one"morning, when I waJ .
·:done il1 the apartment, I eot~J:ed it... when the firlI: thi./lg tb4t rnyght
my eye was ' a virgin' of moll divine beauty, who lvas fittiug on a
~ouch and .p laying with 'jl dove, that fee ir.l:d to ne1He in he.!: bofom.
,' $he-w35 dn;ff~d ill a lQDg JQbe , which hung from her right IhouJat't9
and wa.s bouod bel)eath 11'e, !lalf-revealed bolbm with a golden zone.
Her arms and llioulders 'w~e bare, and the .right veftment with which
DI.& was clpath~d, _though in' the Grroi¥t' \Danner, it aJforded a .complete covering to her limbs, ddicate1y betrayed .the bt:..uty of their
form and propo(tism. I was allonilhed tp find {o lovely a perfon in
the cabinet ' of Laliris, whom his wifdom and his virtue clt:v;Ue:t
above lufpicioD; b)lt ~ugh: I haq already fe~ how dole all imitattef.& a.rt i.»qf ~lIfi,l "iii .e«:ived, at}d did J;l.Qt fufpea thiabeallt~\
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form 'Of being an im2ge, till her remaining entirely motionlef. after .
fellle time ma<fe me [vfpe£l it .
.
U
Words timnot exprefs what took phce;n ,me at this inftant,
nor can &nY;9l1e c!lDceive, who has not experiencl!d it. · I ·collld: not /
doubt that it was a lifelc:fs image, and yet my heart pedifted to tbin}c • .'
that idfved and breathed, and heard what 1 addreffed to it. Thia ~
delufion was fo ft(ong, that 1 rel!laine'd a full half hour on my knee
before it, uttering all t,bat the moft impaffioned-Iove. could fuggeft"
witliout vent(]ri n~ to touch it. Cenainly, thought -I, ' /he ,ca.n only
be enchanted; /be lives, though /he does not ,breathe; ihe can he~
me, ,though /he cann?t aJifwer; ,ill! ~vill not be e\'er. infenfible to the
fervent love with wh,ch fue has mltJlred me. I Will move. her by
· the' ardour and conftancy of my paffion to retllln it j perhaps it is>
referved fof' me to break the charms that ~onfine her, and to becQfXl~,.
by her poffeffion, the haFpief, of men.
.
." So entirely, indeed, was 1 ab forbt-d in this ftrange fantaCy, thilt
r at I ~ n gt b feized her unrdilring, bllt, alas! \p!approvillg hand,.,an
with wild , yet timid tranfport, preJfed it ...ith my Jips
.,
" At this moment my father entered, and furppifed m on my.· knees before the lifelefs figure, with my face inclined -on her hand. _
I rofe at his entrance, exp,eaing a fevere reprimal;ld; , I ·fee thit
you have become an enthufiaft in the arts, OJinandy; faiuhe, fmilinr;...-, 1 have neve,' feen any thing in my.. life fo adorable; replied 1ro
blu/hiag. 'Adora1;>le? raid Lauris/ regarding me. ~itb attentio$l • .
'.So admirahle, .I would have faid,' ftammered 1.-' That may well
be; returned he; , t is tho work of a m;}fter;' and with this het terminated the conve-Ffation. However delirous I was of making a
thoufand enquiries about the ftatue, . L-did not prefmlltl< to 'PUt any
quefrion to h im; for fo great.was the awe of him in which I . had,
been educated, that I was never wont to.feek mo,-e.of. any fubjeCt
than what he voluntarily·communicated. .
.
" '1 b~came every hour more confirmed in the opinion, that.it-was.
a real virgin u~der the_power of l!nchantment. This ·belief fed my
paffion, and ftrengthened it to fucb"1i degree, that in, a ·fiw days I
was wholly ~bfo,h~d. by. the thought of my, ltatllc, and ·was lott to·every ot her idea..
.
" Meai1.Jl\'hile r conceive, thongh without' difcerning any alfeaation
en his part, that. my ' fatb er contrived to leave me no' opponulli ty·
of entering the cabinet. The confequences of this \~e1'e fo yifibll', .
th ,\! they could nbt have ~caped his 3tteDtio~. I grew. pale an<!, .
mebncholy, loft all appetite,. and became qUIte changed.. Lali,~s
did nO.t ap p~ar- to notice the alteration; but I at length allowed- me
an opportumty ~f paffing ' fev~ral h.OU.1'5 alol.e in the cabinet.
.
" T he rapture with whicb- I fell at-the fel/t of my entranced vir.
gin, whe1l a fecond time 1 approach~d her; howrfondly I.embtaced .
her; what-J ' faid to her, and howJhappy lielt myfe!f, hi: only can
conceive who has truly loved. " \
_
"
.
" Tlli. renewai of my. plealilre operated ' fo fav«mrably on my· health and fpirit&, thi t agJ.in I appeared anpther mall. L afiris fiiJl
• to!Jk.,-no_no:ice .ot the{c:.. rev o)ll tiQ.n~ ; but Jor (hI:' ten fuccecdiJ, .,. d"rs.
.
'
•
B..
'
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"PYe 'me epportlUlities t4 ~ in the cabinet. where I conftantly pa1t:
(lile hour at the foot of my' adored image. At Come mo"'ments tnf
,jBfa~uation was fo mtire; t'h~t r fancied fhe appeared aft'eaed wirh
my addrelfes, and tbat her lips moved as if /he would haye fata
per~aJion tha~ /he was only under the in. ·{~methiJ:!g to rrn;.
fuence of. enchantment.acqulfed by thIs delufion frelh force, ana
f could not refrain from declaring this belief to my f:ither, as lea~
iog no doubt in me: Lafiris liftened patiently to me, 'and when r
. lad finilhed. "Calling on me a fevere look, faid, 'There is- iuaeed
' .em enchanted, ' an ~hat one i. thyfelf. It is tiqll:, Ormandy, to
terminate this ridiculous condua: what thinkell thou thy love for a
can avail thee?' The violence of my paffien now overcame,
• the re.ftra'ints whilb awe Clf my father had oppoftd to it; I threw
lIIyfelf. at 'b(, feet, !>efou,ght his compaffion and aid, and confeffed
i that my love for this, ll:atue, however irrational it might be ... :would
_
' tlecide my -life to bappinefs,or mlfery.
" Laliris heard tne with patience, withollt bemg offended hy the . \ .
"~th :ll'ld frrellom with Ivhich I ,\(i<lreffed him. He laid en:TY
, thing to me that aKeaion for an only fOIl could infvire, on the fub.
. je~ of fo ftra!lg"C :I: delirium b~th of the head and heart.
• "After thiS then: ~s . an- mterval of fc:veral weeks before we '
'made any reference to !his fubjea.
...."
.
" Lauris appeared particularly intent to feize every opportuniCy
.f -procuring me the light of the moJl: b~autoous virgins. Vert I
opportunely for this]>urpofe occurred the fefiival of Ifis, as on tltat
ikcafion all the young virgins of, the city poll: richly adorned in fglemn proceffion' before me. I la" lome who were accounted of e«.
iraerdinary bea\lty, though J <lid nOLztimire, or even notice theln.
My father,- after the ceremony \vas fioifued, alked me, , whether,
- aJTlong.ali thofe lovely virgins, I had beheld the origill:ll of my :\d~
, mired ftatue!' NQ, anfwered I, .•Iot OHe who appeared to nle wo _
' thy to be her Ilave. • I am lorry f<.l r it; returned Laliris, • fmcl:
thou haft feen among them her whom 1 intend for thy contort,' My
cOllfnrt, exclajrned I, confollnde'! at this declaration ? ' S.he is tl e
nwfi amiable of aU,' continued he; , and-lIlllefs my tyes dCllteivc: me
the moll: heauteouli; at Ie all:, Ihe is ~ar more · fo than the la<\y of
JI'larble for whom thou hall: concei,!ed fuch a fancy.' 'Iliat, cried
, J, ' 1~ ~mpoffible! .' ~d if . i~ were,' iaid L,aliris, " a rationa;J man
is not /letennined m hu cholte of a comparhon ·by beauty; but as
thou ;~t not at, prefent capable of a rational choi,e, I have employed
my reafon £pI' thee.'
. .
- 'f This diCc.ourfe ove~helmed me with fear·and grief, and I call
_mytelf at his ~eet. He lif!~ned patien~ly to me, and, feeing. my
emotions too VIOlent to .admlt the operatlOni!;of rearon, left me for 11
, while, defiring me to compofe mtle1~; that, ~hen ~e returned" be
m;~ht be informed of my d_
eterrlli{latlQn on tlllS fubJea.
_
, "No WQDer had he quimd the, cabinet, than I threw myfelf at
,tbe feet ot ulY beloved image, vowed eternal fidelity to it, thougk
the mifery of my life, or evrn, a cruel ,death, fhould be the conr.·
yell'c. I now ,mbrilced bef .,q~ the uto4 !!lptul'oua ~D, ~r--
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ltd &y heart to her marbl~ :haforn, covered her. cold cheeks with
;tears.and kiffes, and "',as fo little mafter of. mytHf, as to fancJ. /he
acql11red wanI\th and fife from my touch.
'
'
, •• When La/irir rl:tllrred, lie .found me Hill more ~efQlute ana
iufleJcible than before~ My father, faid I , I am convinced, that
there 'is fomething extraordinary in this liatue. :Either it is a real
'virgin reduced to this' fiate by ma~~ic; or, if it ht!. -:&0 inanimate
,lD.Bfs, th~re exills. fomewhere ~he original of this. beautiful fOJl '1In both cafe~ my happ.inefs hangs to this image: it will ever remain
'the illo1 of my adoration' and· lovc; and jt will bt_impoffible to ttar
.. my afFeC1:ions from it. Oh illy ,father, .Jet _me be indebted to thee
for my. happine/S ! . I am certain :-'IQat the myf~ery of this lovely
:form is known to thee . I cannot longerfllliain tl.is liMe of fufpeQle
,and anxiety. ,Tell me, I conjure thee, what I muLl do to obtain
my beloved, aRd terminate my lIfo! and milrry •
. ' ." Is this tlly lali refolve ?'1 fajd my fat\!.er •
. . ' .. My laft," anfwered I, unfhaken.
•
" Then return to nle . to-morrow at fun-rife, and heu what l'
have to fay to thee."
" Ere the day hegan to dawn, I repaired to the anti-chamber 0.£
my fath~r; but I Iiad yet to , be tortured .",ith an ett:mal hour of
waiting. 1 counted a th6urand pangs in every moment, while my
eyes were fixed immoveably on that point of the , heaven~ where_the
lignal !Jf my hal?pinefs was to appear. The fUR at length afcended
.doubly luminous and welcome to me; the door_ of t11e apartment
opened, !nd I entered: Laliris faid, in a' placid> and gracious ton~,
• Since thou wilt have it fo, Oiinandy, we mull pa,t: A Ine, vi."lent as tnine, muli b£ gratified or eradicated; and one or the other
will be done by the means. I !hall fug.geR: to thee. Drefs tbyfelf ill,
thefe garments, and difguife thy face·under thiJ malk. They' wi!l
.give tbee the appearaUlCC' of a needy old man, wil! prqteC1: thee from
. violence, and procure thee pity a,d \lid wherever thou /halt go.
'Here is a pu~fe, in ..,hi~h thou wilt lind as many drac;,lIlas as th~
..will be days in thy yilgrimage. G o,
fOil, and may .thy lovw
anu,.ate the;!! to perievere.in ihy undeltakmg. ' Travel to the northwdt till you reach Gaul, and ieek for an old . catHe~ of which, only
three turrets remarn undeftroyed. There fhalt thou find ' the term
of thy wanderings, and 'the objeCt of thy wifhes.·
" l,aflfis aided me. to drefs, and with hi. own hands bound on
the malk, which fitted fo dofely, that none ";'oulcl have fulpeC1:ed
that it ",a~ falfe. • I fee inquiries floating 011 thy tongue,' £.. id
Lafi,is, 'but alk me no q)Jdlions, only .truli thyfelf to thy deftiny.
Do not derert thyfelf, and thy ' Gen:us will nol abandon thee. My
heart fcrebpde.s tby fuccefs . Farewell, ~/inandy, we . W1all again
Ccc<each other.
.
'
.. With thefe 'words he embraced me, and recommended to we to
begin my journey.
,
',.
,
f.< A yeal' has revolv:ed /inee t left my home,
The d ifficulties
and. dan~rs that I have encountered would have probably rubdued
,QJlftancy, ~ ~ UiductU ~ to retuln, haQ. J p~~ in pllrfuit vI

mr

'rrt,

'a drade~; but wh:i.T fOllgat' could not in the p!tim:ttio'n'oJ'" 01,",
:llcru-t he purchafed.(oo highly_ I- Ihould be rew3Td~d' liy attainin.,

the-original of my charm'nO" !tatue.
.
.
This mOI,-nmg' I hail' expended my Ja1l dra'ehma, and· tEe lowe,.
~ad yel' eluded my- fealtlJ. ' UnexpeCl:edly J lighted OD it duril1"g.
the frOrfn , and. in i,t on ~ fr.iend, whom I' had not' hoped for; but,• .
ljlas! the obj~a of my wilhes---'" ' .
•
" Is neater, ~rhaps, tnan thotrthin-li.eft,'<- mterrup'ted the youth..
,. At leaft you ha\le reafoD (:.0 hope fo, fince' hirherto .every thin~.
has cortefponded .to the prediaioll~ of thy ,parent, ' WouJd to hea.... .
1Ien I had no greater cllufe for defilair than- you! Thou canft . not
.fle mo~e hippy in the 3.rins' !,f .tiil' beloved image, than, I have Deen.,.
and mIght Ibll be, had nut nw '~~vn folly-for why- ilioutd I accuf~ .,
delliny?- qy de?I'ivil1~ me ~f her, whom alone I-lOve" ~ndered~:
the molt IInhappy of mortals."
. I
'. >"
. Oiinarrd'y was fo affea~d by the gdef of hra fri~nd', tl1at .lie foi'got,bis own . . He !ipproach~d' him, ca'lIght his 'liand, , pretred it with .
.,
affectionate warm~ and remained lometime ftl'ent oelide him. Th.,
lovely youth d id nfilt remain J.ong infenflble to th'e fytnpatby 'of M.new friend; and he' feemed afhamed Of his ·weakne.&. Wlien- Of- .
manrly perceived him more compofed, ~ (aid,. " . it is-fomc:f'lInes an
alleviation for an opprdled ht'art ' to unlade his Gllrell into the boft M .
of a friend . If tIlou thinkeft tb}felf laDle to fultain the pain <tI.
Tecollection .. reveal to ' me the filbjea- of. thC.forrow ,that confume • .
thee:
•
.
. ,
. " fle-ar ~y taie," anfw-ered the youth, .t<. and. judge if my cafe: _
be not liopekfs.
. " _
-.
_
>
" Nat~re has endowed me with ' a tender" and fufcrptible peart" _.
and an inclin::ltion rather to feek'. my happioHs iil<an ieteal world of:
fancy's creation, tlHIn in the narrow circle of itlllnan exiftence. M"yedlfcation foltend this tendency, ' I was broughr-up in folitude, arul'
among' other conJeqllerrres, when I ar!,ivcid at manhood, r toon ~ve~fton to·th" ("male part of the. creation • . About this time; among-a :
colleaion',of curiuu~ manufcrjpt§,made hy my father; I found f9me.:
which treated of the habilants 'Of the fl'Ve.ral elemmti'; a nce of'
beings betwee'n men and ahgels; who, .when I became acquaintea ~ '.
with them, had-quite other charms fo(. me thm 'tlie refidehts of th is .
g rolS, imjlure earth . Wlten I had..teamt th~»offibility of arriving.:
at the Ct,I<11 intimacY 'with this fublime order' of be i ng~, Wll . ' any thing mOfe hatura)' than th at.t" fhonld' ·fr{)m' tl:tt refoluti6n (which T;
did in my tixt.een th year Yof renou n cin~ all Cl)t1\nierc~ with th~ :daugJl- .
fers of men, and hy-a' confecration or my}elf, to ~ttain tlt~xaJ.t~ l
h app ipe/s of being Deloved by .a Sylphid : M'y motl.!-er, . a Wom~l
.of great beamy and vir' uej and 'my only ' fi~er, -the exaa . cOPy.·oJ'
t he fermer bpt h in ,mind a\ld p~r[on, were. alone iXcepted from my
general ~a"erli an to the lex, T he accounts which '1 had heard of t~e ·
depraved manners of the women ' who. rciided in' tht' cities' aroulJ\l .
tnt') , nOllnfhed mr contempt and averfion tor the fex, and' dlr4;\v me
entirely il!to tl'le cor.tdhpfation of the inviflbli: wodd. My fa ther,
Wh'lll he-;'(C~lr.~ a~(J e ?!r:ted witb my-caprici.ous dil1ike cf wome~J
j
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'.)iighly d'il:'lpprond it; and ~aboured by every means to overtOJDe it.·
My f~ller too f~ized e~ery oceafion' of laughing at my inf"nfibility;
ltn,t neither teaioll nor .millery, ef{e8:ed any ch~nge in my fentiment~.
': ," Nine weeks have now pail: finee; in a lonely ramble among thefe '
regions, a white dov." of uncommo~ beauty rofe, from a bufh before
me. Her iights were fo rnort aodjow, and fhe fo ofteniulfered me
f!) approach almoll: within reach of her, that I did not defpaix: of
, overtaking her. My h.)pes :-vere continually difappointed and cott-;
'Iinually renewed, and I folwwed her' till rilght fhelt~red her fram,
my v,iews., I found myfejf in fo thick and pathlefs a wilde1"Dff~.
dlat, th.ough I was f"nfibkI could not b!! jtery diftaDt frol)l my fathet~
• 11Oufe, yet rcould not ~~e it~ direction. It foon ~re,w too dad.
for me .to thulk of returning; left, bewildered as I was.. r might
probably be much more fi ,l!Jld I apprehended b<!ing obliged to par, the night without lhelter, when I w.u led :IlY a fOOden light to thi&
tower. 1 entered; and, by favour of a glimmering lamp, p~rcei~el1
the fiaie-cafe, I afcended it, and arrived at this chamber, where I
(ouad a young nymph. who lay !lumbering on this couch. A looa
I'Obe of azure filk c.overed .hcr. from t~ {noulders to the feet. II
was formed in the Grecian fafuion, and 'was bound .beileath her Qo..
Jam, ..the beauti<!$ of which Qlone through a veil ~f purple. ' <
, " My inliant, and-only cOl'h:eption was, that I beheld blfo~e IIIIIi
'Olle of fhofe divine.beings, whofe mer-. idt:a had for ievetal ye~
turned all earthly charms- into deformities in m~ eyes, and ha,d ren·
r dered the moll beauteous of their fex odiou~ to me.
The emotio.n.
that thi» heavenly fp'cfucle c:xeited in m;' confirmed Ill4! in my con.je8:ure. I Itooi:! filent, motionlds" and, hardly darl.'g to _bre.1thebe.
fore her. 1 know !lot how long 1 were in thit trance of admir<tio3
and dclig.ht; foe wlKn the divine form T:lnifhed, it f«rued to ~
but an inltant."
.
" .Alas, aiy poor. friend ~., hied .Ofinandy. "Was it 'th"en bu't
adre:rm ?" ,'
,
'
- ,, "~ite otherwife ,. replied the ¥"mflt, .. /he waked, ,-aifed her(elf frolI' the couch, ~bferved I;"c- with attention, and then making
a motion with her. h~nd, which I id not comprehtnd, fudddenly
~anilhed: -1 ftood in aa inlta,n t furroundeCl witl,t. .the moil: profouud
dark.nd's, and feemed. as , if 1 /hould bave funk to the grounel had
I not be.:n fupported by. invifible hands, For fome moments I loft:
all perception, and wht:n J regained .my fenle s found myfelf on the
couch, .which had juft b.,{ore' been pr.eIred by the lovely nymph.
The mom beameil through tbe window; I looked round, and- recognized the chamber; but of i!s love1y habita.nt was there no trace.
" ]: left the tower, .md returned to myfarher's manfion. 1 toUi
bow I had been led aftnty and bo;nighted, and how I had found
.a ruined tower, wh1:l'e I bad' lheitered .myfelf. No one knew of
.fuch a tower; but ' .aU 0 t:r ved ;as alter:ttion in IJlY aJ>P.earance.
and harraffed mt: with enq tl iri~s ' conceming what I had feen.
" I retited ,to my room, and paired the day' ill refte8:ion on my ' adv..:ntuu:. And at night, innead of feeldng my chamber, I hal- ~nal to, tlIc fo[~ft, !llKL'enol.eavollIed" as well a~ the ~wilight pu~
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mltted, to pUl:file the path, by wbkh I had returned from the
r tower; bllt the encrealing obCcurity would have prevetlted my con-tint.ing any cDotiimt road, bad I not feen -a faint ligbt . before me.
wbiGh I- .-efo)yed 'to make Ul:r guide; It continually Bed, as I advanced, aDd ilYa Ihort time conduEled me with;n -fight of the tower.
which the moo!!, now riling above the tnes., pointed out to. me
when tlie light, was vani!hed .
.
• " Think on my extacy, ",·hen, a! , the dilhnce of about forty
pares, I faw the.furm, (liat had- fo enfbant-ed me the enfuinK. evenipg, felued on the fragment of a broken pillar. Her drefs' was the
mQle as before-; but her , veil thrown oack . prerented me a 'more
lovely face then I cOuld have conceived. , , he fat lellning her cbeek
on her left arm, and gazed on the· moon.. : IS .if /he beheld in it the
image of her beloved. As foon as '/he perceived me, /he covered
lierfelf with Irer veil, and advanced towards If.e. • Doli: thou feek
anyone, .Clodio?' faid !he, in a tOile that was echoed through my
. heart. Whom thould I feck but ihyfelf, h~venly being? faid I .
~ Is this adula.tion, or is it the vo;ce of thy hedM: I' atked the.
_ - tiniling gracioufly-. , I confefs I havf! long 'k nO\"D thee, and my.
- fricndfbijX for thee is mature.' I in:errupted ber by throwing my"
felf at her feet, and-- k.iJIing her ofl'er1ld hand with · uncontrouled
tr~fpolt_ She bade me rife, and', as the night was. uncommonly
~arm and fine,; led me intQ the ,ngions behind the caftl~ \.vhich.,
among all their var.iety, fimplicity aDd freedom, diCplayfd too mucla
hannony, correfpondence, and choiCe, to conceal the hand of art
" The varied beauties of this enchanted lpot, . illuminated' by tK~
_ - lil.ver ra}s of f~':. moon; the odorolls gale which breathed froni.
every fide; .and the prefence of my adorable nymph, plunged mY'
fenfes and fancy into Q -clelicious delerium, and J imagine<i myfelf
•
"
.;
t ranfpotted into fairy 13J1d.
_ ~'My unkr.own fair e!1tertained me, _ as .~'e wandered throbgh
this fafcin<tting fpot, wi It fuch delighifut difcourfe, as ,gave me
the moft-exalted opinion of her underftanding and fancy, and all'
with a frankoefs and ~.nfidence as if we were brother and lifter'.
The pjorn began to empurple the caftero hea~en; the perceived. it;
and faid: we muft now lepara :e~ but-if my.wcieit have any charms
foi thet', hou maytft enjoy it every night, by repairing at the hour
of twilight to this tower. She ' then pointed out to ·,me a path on.
the pthc.r /i<)e of the ruins, which in Ids than: an hour conduEled
))ie to my re[,dence. After accompanying me fame part of the way,
fbI! difappeartd !O Ivddrnly, that I proceeded feveral fieps without
.,ifT'tng her. ' I ured the permiffion wbich my uDknoIMn fair had
given me; ami . fortunately not an y of the family feemed to view my
conduEl-wi/b [ufpicion • • I paJfed tome we ks in the regular eujoyDlent Qf the moli: faJ ciD3ting-connrfe with m-y ~nr<:no ... n
and
I exprelfetl to he.r all I felt towards he . Sbe Cl1nfejf~d to me .1A
'one of thefe mOI:nents of tender tlfuffion, that fJ:om her firft figh.t
of me /he b~ d refulved to beftow. on me her heart :lnd penon,
fuould /he, on examination, find me worthy her choice. She own~Q
-to,o.. tb~t my c6ntempt" fOl: the earthly fair r and. ~y lo~e for the.ril<U:e

fair,
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_ ...e£nfd beings of the e1em~nts, had ra;fed me in her efteelh; but '!be
pedifted to make her.name and nature a{eeret to me. ,
- .
~
, " It is now aoove five weeks lince, repairinCT as ·ufua.!; full of
{erventibnt refpe8fuJ love,_ to OUf wqp.! ed place of mreting, I fought
ht:r in' .-ain amollg :the ruins, or walks of-the.garden ; at length I
fonnd. her on the couch in .the ~charnber, where I had firft 1;>een
ble(t with her light. A flight rain which bad fallen in tlif' evening
induce. her to thi, precaution; as file [aid, for my he.\!th, which
' ~ight fu/fer by expofure to 'the damps of the earth and. the night
air. I [poke with rapture Of the 'j{'.Ys of love, and oLthe bljfsful
-tJopes flle kad eDcouragl;d me to; a~"for thedirft time ventuted tQ
~xprefs, the impatiem expe8ations that fu-ed me •. She did not re!Scm-my boldnefs, hut bade. me wait :feveri day.~ without murmu.ls.
- seven days, idol of my heat;', .cried I, i3L\ing at her feet., WilL Ix:
. feven .a!1es t.orture to/~~. ·Make my tri~J crouel ~ thou 'wilt,I will _
endure 1t withont Illpmmg; but, oh l1dornot let It be thlls eternal. '
At I~gih, ~e, ~ prev,ailed. on ~o redu~e .th~.feven days into ~hree.
~ Employ th~ l:lme/-faid file.' ll1<aamlllmg thy heart, -and Judg..illg if ~ be capable o(' fo-pure and.conftant an affe8ion as beings ill
my nature req.uiie. £1 ellift: OI1ly in thee, put m'1 retum 1I, qemaocl
that thy peart fha!l be hol!y mine-. •If 'th011l think 'me (".,mb ~
facri6ce, and bnd thyrelf capable fof enduring the. teft, ret~m hi>ther on the third night from the prefe.nt,'and we'*ill exclnrig,e ,vo~
of etemalconAancr.' But now-Iet"mequit thee!'" 'Do, not -alk ' it.
, gOOdels of ~ fou , cried I, c1afping her with paffionate ,ardo\lq
let me here at thyfeet-....
. "
,. 1.1 '
,
I~ At this. inllant, the magic.day that 61it:d the- chamber, •died
into the utrnoft darknefs, and my fair unknown-melttdifi-om~j en~
·brnce.' In vain r felt for h~r every -ivnere in the apa11ment: file' w,as
.~one~ and I was obliged tn confole myftlf witluhe bope of a rKOlJDo
. pence for my patieace at the expirat.ion of the threel days.
'. I
.'" Thefe~ three days were a charm -in my:exifrence. The ~jlbed
for evening at length ~came, and I hafteoeil earlier thaJI ufuaI to the
{orell: I but uiy-fenfesrwere·confufed, and I was unable to difcover
the 'path>, which the nymph' had pointed our, thong~ I fought moll
iOIicitouay• •;At leugth 1 was be\vildered in the forell, and was
furprifed byoarkrifts before.I had difcove;-ed any.ligna of the tywtr,
at which I Dner had been fa impatient to arrive.
,I J I
; " , At length I perceived a light. 'and..-an';towards it, in the nopes
that it would direa me to my winles~ It led me for i fome time in
a kind of .lallyrinth, and vanifiled, having conduaed me to the ·
door of a paface, from whi~h, i{fuoo -a fervant, richly dreff'ed, ~skcd
IDe- if my name were Clodio? 'I had no fooner anf_red, than he
fiew into ;he.palace, with an exclamation ot 'joy, In an inltant thi
port~ls were thrown open, and fix. virgins, magnificently attirtd,
preceded by twelve flaves ,bearing torches, came o~t, and toQk ;ljle:
by the han!!, to lead me into the palace. '. 1 ent~ated wm to excufc.
my decli~ing~ir invitation. Cald, tha~ 1 had; wandeJed :from ,~l1y.
pat h, that I was cxpetled elrewhe~, ' and- coulli not deja, my Cie,,:
parture an 'infiant. • P.ardon us, .my lord,' retumtd oue fJf '&he;

vtrgin., I YI!U a~ arrived where you have been 'i~pationHy ~
pe8ed:-' You mock. me; cried I, angrily, ' I know none in thi. palace, who could expeti: me? and am loling here the moll
precious moments of my exificnce.' · With thefe wor.s 1 would
1tave quitted them; but the virgins threw themfelves on their
knee. around me, and faid; , What we folicit fmm you, generouJ"
knight, is what can be effe6led by you only; _it wHI detain you but a
few infl:an~s, and it is what no one of your rank. and chara8er ca.
~e to the fupplications of the unfonunate. Onrcome by their
tmportunitiel, ana fccing no wat to diCengge myfelf, I conf~nted
«n their requeft, and followed ,thcDJ'. though .witla ffiward djfco~
·tent and vexation. .
.
•
it They Jed me thro\!gh a long gaUery, fplendidly iUuminatedt
Chd througla vzrious apartments, -the laft of whick ' ~ad no lighf,
lmt.what it receind from a dim lamp. At the upper end were
.folding doors that opened into another room, and befide them ft.oo
. .bro giants with enormons-clubs to guard the entrance. I ftopped
.end turned 'to the virgins, who were my guides; and t.lcl them thaiI was' unanned; when at thar infrant a dragon dcfcended from-th~
c\eling Witli a ftaming fword in hi, mouth. I feiud the weapon.
4nd rWhed tawahfs the gigantic forms, who lifted tbeir ponderous
-club. j' but 11' I drew- near,' funk. to the earth. I now paKed into
•• hallljned. with black, wblch, from a cupola that feemed vaukecl
,with fire, receivtda bluc' fulphulDulllight, that rendered the darkutfs berow mare hocrible. Beneath the dome ftood a bie- covered with
black. velvet, tbat hung to the ground. Six blacks in yellow habits,
:With blaCk pbuJlcs ilL tlkir turbans, . and fcime;tars dr-tWil iii t"eir
ands{ ftoocl ilkmenacing attitudn t:ound the bier; but as I advanced
....jth the fr.tmillg, fword to encOunter th.em, they limk. to the ground
.nd dif.tppean:d. - Two of the vltgins wh9 .had acc01IIpanied me~
removed the pall, and btdroned me to her. 1 did, and beheld,
!by £he difmallight, a yOWlg: lady of e~.traordinary beauty 'l ying in
a collin, with an arrow plunged up to the pinion in her kfi breaft.
As I1JJrun'1c. ~ith, horror fr!lm this pite()us fight, the virgin thus addrelfed me': 'You fee before you the unfortunate perfon, whofe
deliVeranre from her prefent condition is referved .fur yob. This
1Dung princef. ~appilrinfpired a powerful genius witb ' a yiolent
pallion for her. As he is not lelS ' odious than Jlie.i. armable., her
avetfi'on ' was equi! 't o bis love. · After having pencclltcd her With
.his· hatefullUi~ and finding all bis oft"rs lcorned, be dcwm.iried-on
:veDgtancc. He conveyed her by his power to this ball, pbce<f fler
in thc collin,' and plunged the arrow in her bl·eaft. For more than a
year p ft he hu vi6ted her cvery mom, and driwn the /haft .frOIlJ
_ her b'ofOlJl. The: wound inftantly hea.ls, and ~e urges her the whole
day with his abhorre4 pallion; but as lh.: remains immoveable in ber
a.nTUon, he. every evening drives the arrow into .her breaft, place~
.her iD tthe coffin, 2lId retires. Beftde the g uard <If MOOD and
&i:nsts, .whom IIC'fet o.ver Iler, he has affixed a taliflnan to the palace;
wliic'h renders it-inviubJe i and, if this proves inCd/iicient, h9 rCll\ove,
it. CvCJ:f d~ to ·a dUffrfllt pJur. y,t all thefeJlI:OY~VC pot'
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d its being in your p.ower, noble ftra!l#r, to terminate ~
caplivity ot' the 'princeiS. A "ilion mfurmed me; -thO!t her dell"erance couTd only be '~chieved ~ by a . yollng knight, mimed CI~
dio, who~ g,ilided.b),' fuperior pow~, th?uld elude
Vaniu!~
ilie ~hchantments .ot OUT tytallt. - After -long expetbtion, noble
knight. you are <lrrived;. and are doubtlelS ~e' f~me 'wh.?!D the Vi...
no!! anboun~d.· Your tJ,lfcovcery of the tralac!, the magIC fword.
and, above all, your,valour and fuccelS.1 affure us of it, .and promile a happy conc1ulion. No power on the e~rth, but the G(~ius'
~ yoW' ow~ can exfraa that arrow from the bofom of our- un-·
h,aPPYl'rincelS I if'j t iuc!(tC,d. the power.of the .tyrant .ceares. J
~pproached tl}e . fair form, whofe beauty -was: f~ dazzling, 'that f
did not !)bfcJ;:Ve her attc,ntively: Witl\ mingled t'Xpeaation~f:ma
horror I grafped the dart, ' and with fome , labour; drew. it
· ~ei' brUit. Immediately 't he gloomy light Was quenched 'in
utter d,arknefs: a burft of thunder {hook the whole ed:i~e;
for .folJlC time, I w~~ wr?-pped ill thick pitcliy cloud. At length,
it diffipated, and t found myfelt in a magnificent nall, (pleodidly '
iIIumlnated, '~nd~ hl1ng w~th blue velvet; .the bier was replace4, by. a 1uinptuou~ throne, on - which I belIe4i the fair Diana, ~dt
, the attitude , of one ' reccry:ered_ frem a lOllg trance. She rofe to ' I!tire, ,and, whU. I?ning on two of.ner virgins, ihe. flOwly ')Wred ,
me, caft on me a look o{ tendernelS ~t Pm.etrated mto my1ie:u:t.
My ~yes involuntarily purfued h~r~i1l /he; .left the hill.
' ".
... Amizea with the fucceffiOD of ~range circumft;tn«;es., J waa
.fo~e minutes fo~!ful of the tower, lUJd o( my.fai,r 'u,Dkn9W1l: at'
- length I'was prepanng to de~, whel) ODe of the VlfglDS returned.
and begged m~ ID the: namc.Qf her miftrelS not .to ' leave the pala~
1!1l file ~ad exprefl'~d,her fenf!= ot t~ fervi,c e.l ~:id' febd:erec\ her. '
· "PlUDful as thiS new delay- was tQ me, 1t feemed tmlJOffible 'ta
avoidjt .. . They fet before me I;ol!atlon on a ialik 'of ebony Cup
ported by' golden feet. My long wanc:\erin& in thr: foreft:,. had fo
'enfeehled' a.nd exqaufttd me, that fme minutes iepofe lmd refreliament was nece/fary to me. At length I perceived th.e mom break.
:~~ faw, 'witli i!lexpreffi.ble pain, that the tUbe. for ~eetlng ,my
fair unknown was elll,kd • . The thought ofnaving vtoJated the.',:fppointment drove inc , to J1GIdnefs. What muti the conclude
FlIY .love? ,In Ihis t1!mplt ,arid .vexation of fpmt, the virg~n tbuna
'me, when Ihc retUrned to conduS: HIe to her miftuls} I follolved .
_1ler' wit!1a yitible expreffion' of di!Content and uDe3fine1S '; but: tllt
.,firftray of Diana:s eyes, diffipated. every thade of fadnef~ alld al.
;g~r that cloUded my afpet£, nd all "',as ferenity aJl,d joy. What"
, evet'might be the confequences b£ \his adventure, l.c:ould not '1» t
· COIIgt!ltuIate lUyfelf on havi!lg been, ln the hands of a higher
'power, of juch e/fential mice to fO'llDliable a pe'r.i:ma 'Mt myf,
; teriQus.miftrels, thougnt I, will-- cormiiend my neglea. "ben {he
' knows the caufe of it.
.
.
~
. >
.. I found the lovely .Diana feated on a fafa; iJie invited me' to
t.t beflde her, and thanked me, fOl: the fervice I had" dfo.ded her• .
•The founel of her voice fhangely afFeaed mj::: it, was nl>t dut of
· JIll ~toved fylph, bot ' it reQmblea it; and tl\i\ ref«l)bljace" e'i-
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4~wed, her to. me. Her glances w~e arfows of love, that pier<e,J.'
<Ur~ly..to the heart; but their, wounds were too pleafant to lie
~oided or countera~cd. Imagine a face bnbelliffied with every

Siapn; 'conceive it the impre/fron of tne ' rooft .inlinujlting fenfibifitr i ,fa'l1cy a g~ntk, tender, fmile; 1l0a~g on the lips anc;l. cheeks.
that a1teIJ1i\tdy reigned. and yiekll!d to the mg/l intereftiiig languor j
:ied.-fay" if. it_werF poffillie lor f!19rtai. to remain unconquered,"
ft ,w ,~ difficult tQ withdnw tIie eyes from fo amia1i~ a creatare i
~Pt. t di,d not, fpare attempts ' to tear 'myfelf from the ' enchapting
peCl:acle. Hel: drelS was a , delightful union ' of pomp, elegaHce.
~ ~mplicity • . He~ epon ~air, 'ado.rned wjth piarl?, nung like
~ .~V;ropped . VlBe : 10 luxunant duffers on h~( Ivory neck a~d, '
1hou¥1C1;.1>, and btr bolOm, was lefs con<:ealed than is common to til~
~l,~ i£ to co.n".ince beF deliverer, tlut no ruinous -trace rcmai*d
01. th~acCurfe..ddar.t : eonfefs, Ofrn.alldy, that my' conftancy was
put to a. fiery teft ! I feIt my danger; an9 my a~itatioll betrayed
IPpr.c aQlclet}':than tendern~fs . She en<Lnire.d about th6 fubject 0.$
~n;:afl)las" and added with a tender ligh, that /he iliould be i~
wnrota.bl~ i~ D?-Y generous, e/for~ in her deJiverance_had coli lP~ ~
fitcriJil;e ~~ater than../he could replace to me. This' addrefs threW
~ i~tQ, ~.lld commotion, a~ I had ah!Jotl. invoked
adored
~lelt to.[lJftail! mx /inking conl!apcy. I renew~d in rnx heart aU
my vowsM ./i~lity; b~t e\'.l:ry 'glance at the fair~D~ana )rendtred'P,e
. fai!h(ds,. , 1 felt iliat' ftlght; a lone could fave me : -and yet was-.l fo
lafat.Jli\~d, that l !lad not the power to:fly.
\ ~
,
, Ey,:ry mome~t.magn~ed t)le danger, and it was by ' :i fe·des ....of
. ~ttfv,jc?ten e-fforts that r was at length abl!" to refolve on lIep....:
'ture • . I told. her, as /he was now fafe frum her proffXut~r, t
- woul difcharge her of my. prefence : an affair of the highelt vi\lue
me,.rt:'luirin~.my; atte'ndanc~ at a pl~ce. '«Pere I ,was C\Xpe61cd~th~
ll '~in tVtD,ll1g; when aCCIdent l~d , mc to the gates I)f !;jet pa;:Ioroe., She faid, , ihe thould for ever accufe herfelf, if by obliging
her, I fuould colt.myftlf the lralt facrifice: that what the was aLready irulehted to me, ~ve her no right to' expect ne)\' com pIa':'
"'nc~s on ~y pait, andil" I wou1d gratify her wil h Illf <''<lJTlpany
only. fo~ th~ day '(fhe added ~vith. a finite), /he would furrender me
:J,l eve to !hofe who had a: pnar right to me.'
. ..~In fuot;.t, I yielded to- Ilt:r mtl:eaties, and, after having fufi"elea
ll~r j O,g<¥D db5- v~aory over me, )VllS condq6led to a chamber, thi,lt
.1 Imjg~t recreate rnyfdf by a !e~ h~urs repofe..
,
, .. Ab.out nOQ,n, I was a~m~nvlted to the faIr Diana~ whom ' ~
~un4 ;n a.fupetb faloon that opened to the garden furroundeq by
btr virgins, and at~ir~d in all Orienial drefi. I felt all my.
. Bd'$ mdt lxneath her g)ance; .and could fcarcely refrain froOm
. thl'owiqg •.mIfeif at her feet: Aft~ the repaft, which cQnlified
- of the r il hett and Tart~ , fnl1t~, the chaJlenl,:fd me, to chefs; a\lcl,
if ber 4~lign were ' 0 allatl me In a narrow cll:£1e With the l:olleEied
force of ail her char)IlS, and thus ci;mpl~te her_ conque1i of my
1ea(01l, her plan ~()uld not have l?een chokn vvitb more arp Y vu
~'W. ccmceive, how often I "¥ mated, and will, judge, that. D.i,:u
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Lafiris an~ Ofma;Wy have you ' ever
Egypt ?"
., '-,
',
. ' " ~efore I .~wer thee," returned ,the' youth, "'Ies,. me fn~eat
!~ee to p~ke 'with me of what I ~arl fet Jlefore tDte. We ,both
need 'fOil:\e -'refrelhment. "-=-With this he ~~n'ed' the Jecret cJof~t,
~~ew from it [orne fruits together with l a 'ftalk"ot 'wine, -which
}le' had n9t 5eJore ~rctived. " . My jDv~ fJble. purveyor," faid lie,
·'{efcemsifito ha~~ reck6~d ~n ~j>?I1~~ bY; the ~n&fu?-1;ab~qd~~i, of.
f1f prov 10DS.
.
. - ,
4,- A ' {riddeD thought ;; I):rik'es b~e~'..· '1 faid the
of ~'&'c: c:di:le; ~ l~ ' glQ9ID of anxiety ik'd' bef~re' t1ie' c 'eer'fulkq;ofl~ fjipic:'
,f' :J:low' fa:f}
it ydur, 'l.?t'lov,ea 'ft.ttU!!,. bioui«:J pf Qf
ac"
4'h~dt~ce~ anll i,l}cl~dd; )!ty neareJl~ rel~5iv,~ t~The' Egjpti~ pzea
cr
it hll!l'w,th amattmGltlind expdlation.- At 'leall,' c,an tinued the
other! ''-die idea is plaulible, "as- $ou wilt c4nf~s, ' 't~ r~
w thee the origin of my acquaintance. !"ith thy family: "
,
.. It is now' the third year fi~~e t4~ death of ,my f,xc.tlent ,lI)otber.
{athet, ~ough eftec~ ~h~' wifeft~ ~n;.rO\,lDd In', flie wbpl.
JDagnine of blS philofophy nothini tha~ -cd~roled 'fiim for pis Iors. ~
He.intpn'ated to me and my ' fifter, who was'-then 'about fifteen yem
of3ge, 't,har:-m tbouJd prepare for a tong joumey~ • I wilt voya~
to' E'gyflt,' fuid he, • and £onJirrn my fortitl\d@.in th.e arms of. my
friend :tafitis-.' I Jeamt.oJl this occalion, that they. had known each
other in ear~ youth, an4 Cluring more than forty yeaI'!; llotwith-.
·ftanding abkn<:e an~, vaft dillan«', had cultivat~d the dofeR (ciendlhip. We were'received by the veNerable Lafiris with every t~ftimo~y
The two fages found 'in·meeting, afttr a feparation 'Of fo
...many Years.. a renewal of their yilllthT and their mutual communi-lations- were to KCip~ally delightfutj that my father was eaftly
iei(UlIded to wmain.a whole year; ' 'Thou weT!. then traverfiog
brCece; ~nd I, entered into the temple of Ifts, to be'in'itiated into
, IOUI'myfterin. '\¥b(rc ~ pilled the 'greater,'art of the ·time. Thy
Her, at 1Iur arrival, wu with a rel~tion 0 her mot~er's, and .I had
Glut myfelf up in tbt. temple of Ilis before /he returned; fo Ih~t
owing -to' this, and to my averfion to t!le fex, I have never~fce!) ber.
Bilt 6etween her-and Matilda there grew'1'o W3lJIl an affe8ion, that
ihey (oon beI;;vne mfepar:tble, and '\Vh n' a fepara,tion began to be
1J>0k.en of, it was fopnd that eithell Matilda mid! remain, 'or thl
fifter proceed to my father's caftle! ThT father confente1 lei part
with his daughter. on condition, that hls 'fciend Otould I~ave -w!it
him t~e ,ftatue 'of Matilda. My' father, among various artS .'nd,
.Wcnt1 which he polfelfes, is lkilled in ftatuary, and has difeoverea a
rnetl)cid of tinging muble with hues, that enable it to emulate life.
~ Gtcc:ian artift. who had accompanied h1m, prepare~ the work,
~ch my fa.tber perfe~ed; and "this :muft be ·t he fom'l tilat fo at.
ttiaed thy wonder in the cabinet of Latiri •• ' "
.',.
•
I
.,'Hm: the youtb of the callie rtotic:ed ... a ,"gular incident; whioh.
.as n01ef's tbI.n that 'hi, ymmg friend had not ~een )c.ept awake ~ ,
we, :fo inteittillg.to him. This, crent appcar~d l1n3Ccduntably
~
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t. h~U1: \.lUt w~ile l~ w~ !'elWli~g_oll it he qi ~l[ i:iflq~~ .
- pp~ef of {}eep, ~ r~lllc 11I)CQ?{qous QIl t~r~llf.ll lifN".8¥iP\· 0'
. Their tkee ~9,nt}l)~e~ .rom~ bme, an.J ~oth Wa;kl!lgr~qt..;, ..,
time, wllat\~5 thelr amazeme.Rt apd JpY, when 'O[~y.
'C.
his beloved /tatue, alJd .qodi!:> hili adored S¥lph.'"
. indi
'
lllltue on the ~le conch. with h~i d.pv;e ol).ffi!
a,D~ l
~r:~~ing andl?<>ki~ l~, g~ he b:j~ IP p€,ef! ree~ '/lrnjil~'c hin.et.
of h.s titthe:. y CI9il1O Jaw h.~. ceJethal f,lur . ~ ~~r !1z~ rQ~S • I
pnrple ven. all fbe was wopt to ap~ea,r to li'lJl ,n tli$:tv~r;lL ~
f~ar~.to trult,tlieir eyes, and lodr wjfu.es; yet; bo~i.:r~1h tQ,~.re~:J
themf~lyes in Ipeech~[s: TIlJ>turea.t\ ~he fee~.o~ their .J~ s!. '!\:~l!tl
conc-ealed - door fpran.g (lpffi, ani! the m,ajt!jbc fage$, J.aji~ .~i\!i~
. .t\ranes~ entere<J hand jl) hand, ami by their (udden 'lPpql~~~
t61m in dumb aHl:tu:menr. Ar;mes [eued.the hallil. ~f ihe.·yp1f'li.
~gyptiall' "and, ~miling, faid t:o Iii/n. " anumtb her,.if fhpQ. cah1f;.a}ld -be hitppy!" At th,e fame tim.e L afiris led t ft: -youil) jof ijle. '
c!lfi}e to his fuppofed SYlph, ana, drawing :j.~ th~ veih fa;id,':
" let YlWr forgivenefs b ;. mutual, your mutual olfenc;f \Vip, but
~~ten ilJId ~onfirtn your lov~ and felicity,"
' . ' .• I
.'
- . The rpofllents- that, (nfued were [uch as .4>um def.crip'tioti: 'J.P.f~
mandy, lin1cing-in the .arms of his beloved image,. feft. ~iih ~fta~y .
her htart. for the firlt time, bciat again1l:,his own. Clcdio n~e4ed
all die fir,,' of love, that ftrearncd on him from th.e ey ~s of .the. ten&r
·Dia~~. Jo- ~e.el hilJlfelf. in the ~mbr!1ce of his auftere ~yrplj, ' wiW,?l,Jt
elCpmng wltb rapture. Never had love made {our IIlPrtals fo bldl, .
ao'd never had tWO fathers enjoyed to fuch a heigbt ilJ the tran(porte
of their cllildren, the aecompliO!.mc?t of their tav<!lIrite proJelf.. ..
The hc[pttable toyver was tOO confined for 10 much happ;ru:[s, and
they defcendcd t~ the garden, which, behind the ruins, ftll by a
gmtk ~ jnto tht p!aiJ\. T~ lOvely Naomi pointl:d.DDt-tD him
a winding path, leading to the palace of the [uppo[ed (airy, which
had been concealed from biro. in his rambles, by a grove of poplars.
After [oT(1e time they.entered't'i& m3J'ble temple, and feated themfelveS on the cu.!hions w~i<:h .were, plafcd ~round it. Ar nes): whl).
nad' in the e.yes of the ~ouJlg meJl their .curidlity lq It:p-n .... h\lt ,w~
i. cO'llprehenlible'to them in t1iia..bliMul adventure, began to gratify"
it by a fqf\ explanation.
"
.'
« The fri endJl,ip betwixt myf'elf 2nd' L aliris ,vas built on {o folid
a oalis, t~t pever, perh'lpS, die! affeflion fo : tirong.lUbJilt between
two men. & IOone.r. did we The ourfdves hleft each 'with a .fon and
daughter, than we ref~lvedj ~ if poffible, to unite the nvo families by
a double marriage. VYe did not~onfult your i!1clinations; wc knew
that your happinefs would depend on yo.ur own hea11s. III the late
"ifit which I made to Lafiris, the delire of <tlnitin[ 0>1~ families wa ..
rell.eWc:d with ri:d-ouBled wanuth. B:l.lt t'he [on of Lalicis v:h- :ibfeat.
lind to Clcdio, ·who from his childhood had nourilhed f~ch an lK~r:
lion to the daughters of the eartli, it WQuid have "been ib.ngel'l)Us tcJ
fhe,,-: hi!n the amiab'lc daughter of i.afiri~, though /he' might: irifpir.
bint with an imlllOttallove a-s cne of hill fant:lfii~ beings. OfmudY '
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~ futFe~ to c~lltinue"'his
in hilt W iniJicai phantafy.

tra\-els, and Clodio-was I~ft undi(lu~~ I
Naomi had opportunitirs of Serifig I1\Y ' '
foli-WitflouC1)eing· obferved by him"and Matilda
but the
aB'uraDce thaLOfmandy refembled his fifte!, to , cOlKeive .a fufficient
ptlrtia:lity for him. Hawenr ceJ'tain we might efteem-1>urfelves of
{~c«~inf; lD oiir projaa, ~ ca.ncerted ~Iie double adventure, which
hils ttrlIunated fo favorably to our wdhes. Ofmandy's afFe&ioDS
- were ,eh;a?ct to lbis future confort as a /latue; and' Clodio ~was
b2!ii UI"e1I bt-Naomi as ' a 'SyTph. The ' year which you, my fon,
drlpl · in your j~uruey, gave me fufficient time fOl' all my pre., 's.:< The wild eft part of the foreft near my manfion, was
. iJihll 'infu the dmllinf; of the furpoftd fairy. and the p-3villion,,-'
_ ~ll lifter my return was tbe ufua reftdence ()f the two fifters, was'
:fO fit atdl among the furrounding gardens, that Naomi could -per- forni' lie't daub1e charaaer withont difficulty:; and your fuppofition
tliat a)fpor' like .. his could not bave- remained un_known without
magic, "Was continned by all the houfehcld baving tbe ftriaeft in.;;
jJnaiohs to 'prefefs ignorance. wheneVtr y<>ur curiofity impelled you
to make apy ,enq\liries refp«:ain~ tq.e wondrous place." ~ " .As for
the wine J filar contained a 'Ueepmg potion, was conveyed the.-e by_
'me," raid Naomi, who had arrived with Matilda a.t the came in
difghi~e, juft 'after Ofmandy, ~nd Ittard ~e/t part of theit djfcourfe. :
".And tbat there h~s been no farcery an the pro/:eeditJgs at the '
encHanted btHe,',' continued /be, with a- fmile, .. Cltxtio will 'be
convinced, w.ben he receives this magic feat, togtther with the
Moors, giants, dragolls, and other app3ntus, " hicR accompimy,the
heart and hand of Diana berfel!.
~
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OF, THE GROTTO.
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.~A' )lQUT t~ oi'lance of three miles frem the Black Fore/t, in
ri.

Gennany, was once fitmfted a Ihong free,booter's hold, wbith
tV;aS occupied by a knight named Wi/ib~ld; he~wa9 the flower of
free-boaters, and the terror. of 1111 who ventured along the roads.
'fhe ma.ment his [word was girt about his Joins, and hi& [pur.
ti.IIkled at his beds,., ~ heart w!~ ftceled to bloodOltd am! to rapine.

