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HISTORY OF

Lucy Harrs,

A [FOUNDLING.
o o APl

T a place called Upton upon Severn,
_A in Worceﬂerﬂnre, lived a poor fither-

man and his wife, who by great pains and
induftry got fcarcely enough to maintain
them, yet they never had any children.

One morning by day-break, as the man
was walking by the fide of the Severn, and
was going to catch fome of the finny wribe,
he chanced to fee a wicker bafket {wimming
towards hum; he threw his hook and drew it
elofe. When he had taken it out of the
river, he carried it home, and informed his
wife how he found 1t, who helped to open
it. Whenthey bad taken off the cover, to
their great aftonithment they faw a female
infant, which did not appear to have been
many days in the world. The batket was lin-
ed with tin,to keep 1t from finking, the bot-
tomand fides were covered with quilted fat-

tin, fo thatit lay as warmas 1. a bed; the .

cloathsit had onwere laced andembroidered,
befides a very rich white fattin robe. At the
child’s feet lay a farge bag of gold, anda

paper

']'
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paper containing thefe words: ¢ Whoever
finds this infant take care of 1t, as fome time
or other the unhappy parents may have it
in their power to own it; its name is Lucy.’
The beauty and innocence of this child
would have moved any one to pity; and
they being very fond of children, was re-
folved to callit their own. They examined
the bag, and found fufficient to enrich them
for lifes they furnithed their houfe, and
made every thing comfortable; the good
woman nurfed the child with the tendereft
care, and thiey both loved it as if it had
been their own,

The man, whofe name was Haryis, bought
himlelf a filhing boar, with tackle and every
thing fic for his bufinefs, notwithftanding
they had money enough, he did not with to
beidle, but to live in a comfortable way.

Lucy grew a fine girl, and when fhe could
fpeak, was taught to call them father and
mother, and afterwards when fhe grew old- -
er really believed them to be fo, as they
never informed her how fhe was found.

When fhe was about fourteen, fhe was
furprifingly beautiful, and caufed admirari-
on in all that beheld her.

Harris and his wife {fuppofed fhe came of
a high degree, therefore would not let her
do any hard work, but had her educated in
the beft manner that could be. The report
of Lucy’s charms {pread many miles
round, and all the young country {quires

and



3% Hiflory of Lucy Harris

and fox-hunters came a hunting after the
fiterman’s hand{ome daughter. Lucy’s
fenfe and modefty were as great as her
beauty, {o that fhc gave them no encous
rafement to purfue her, for the found they
came upon difhonorable terms, as not one
of them offzred to marry her, becaufe of
Lier mean pedigree, and having no fortune.

Harris 'and his wife oiten confulted to-
gerher'aboutacquainting Lucy that fhe was
a foundling, asher konowledge of it, and
the cucumftances awending it, might pre-
vent her from throwing herfelf away upon
one beneath her; butas they did not find
her inclinable to marry at prelent; they con-
cluded to keep her in ignorance of it, iill
fate or chance fhould dilcover i1,

The time for Uptun races being come,
which are held there once a year, Lucy was
drefled in a fimple but becorr ng manrer,
and went to f{ee them, with 2 young wo-
man in the town, who was her prncipal
companion. The company was very nu-
merous, and many gentlemen took partieu-
lar notice’'¢f Liucy; but a young nobleman,
Lord Tw—was quite {mitten with her;
he went to her in the ftand where 1he was,
and entered into dilcourfe with her; his
lordfhip was quite chormed with her wit
and ready anfwers, and rhough he had
heard fhe was only a fithermaw’s daughter,
could not f{ecure his neart trow Lilling
deeply in love with her, Lucy, had fhe

- been

l,‘
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been a lady of fortune could have liftened
to him with pleafure, but prudence made
her endeavour to conquer the tender im-
preflions fhe began to teel for him.

Lord T was not twenty years of age,
was handfome, his perfon was graceful and
maaly, and he had a peculiar foftnefs in his
addrefs, efpecially when he {poke of love.
No wonder Lucy felt a pleafing emotion,
while he fpoke in {uch tender firains, as his
paffion for her infpired him. In fhort, he
was fo enraptured with her beauty, that
when the races were over he offered to ac-
company her home, but Lucy infifted on
the contrary, telling his lordthip her father
was a man of a mean occupauon, and their
houle was not worthy to entertain {uch a
young nobleman.  Lucy took her leave of
him, and laid an injunétion on him not to
come after her to her father’s houfe, as it
would an{wer no purpofe, being fuch a
difparity in their birth; but Lord T
found himfelf too deeply wounded to give
her up fo eafily; he was obliged howeverto
join the company he came with, but his
whole thoughts were taken up with the
charms of Lucy.

She grew melancholy, but did net tell
her father and mother about the young
nobleman, but (he could think of notning
elfe; vain where all her endeavours to drive
him from her memory ; his image was pre-

fent to her imagination; yet bemg {enfible
he
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he was nota fit martch for Ler, fhe could
expe’t nothing but ruin to be the confe-
quence of indulging her paffion for him.
Lucy had refolution enough to withftand
the many difhonorable offers fhe had had
from gentlemen, becaufe the had hitherto.
never felt love’s {mart, bat the little god of
love had entangled her in his fnares, and"
made her, though unwillingly, fubmit tohis
yoke.

Lord T~ having pzft a reftle(s night,
and never experiencgd the pangs of love
before, he refleted on'the confequences of
marrying Lucy without his father’s confent,
and as to gaining that he knew was next to
an impofhibility; and he loved her too well,
and had too much honour in his pature to
decerve hcr, and bring her to- ruin on falfe.
pretences. Findingit impoffible to cure his:
paffion, he thought chere would be no barm 7
to {ee her fometimes, and confefs his love to-
her; and when he was at age was deter.
mined to marry her, as he would poffefs a
fortune independent of his father. But
how tofeeher he was at a lofs, as the races:
was to continue only two days longer, when.
his friends he came with would expect him.
to return with them to London ; therefore ta
make as much as he could of the thort time
he had to ftay at Upron, he wrote the fol-

lowing letter to Lucy:
¢ My
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¢ My charming Lucy,

¢ Bince firft 1 beheld you, I have never ex-
perienced one moment’s reft ; all your pow-
erful charms have touched my heart {fo deep-
ly, that it would be death to me to think of
parting with you for ever, but as I muftre-
turn to London in two days, earncitly beg
“of youto permit me to {ce you, to convince
you my intentions are honorable; therefore
.y dear angel pity the pangs of your dif-
confolate lover,
€T o,

| hd

‘When Lord T——had written-this billet-
deux, he walked about the town, confidering
‘how he thould get it delivered toLucy, and
pafling by a milliner’s fhop, he faw Fanny,
her friend, who lived there; Lord T-—
-went 1to the fhop and purchafed fpme trifle,
and none but Fanny being there, reminded
‘her of.his being with her and Liucy the day
before atthe races, and begged the favor of
‘her to give her friend that letzer as foon as the
-could. Fanny promifed the would, and foon
after, leaving another young woman to mind
the fhop, Ihe went to Lucy. Mr. Harris’s
houfe was not near the town, but {tood onthe
- banks of the Severn ; the people in. the town
thereforeknew nothing of his findingthebafk-
et, and {eeing the woman bring a young
child about with her took it to be their own; .
and as to their profperity and living in a
creditable way, 1t was looked upon as owing

©1o
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to his induftry. When Fanny came to the
houfe, the faw Lucy fitting in the porch at
the door loft 1n thoughts of love; fhe told
her of the young robleman coming to her
fhop, and gaveher hus letter. Lucy was agree-
ably {urprized,and having read 1t, fhe did
not know what todo; however, fhe {axd fhe
would writca fhort anfwerto it, and bring

ither to give to him when he called, which
fhe did as follows:

¢ My Lord,

¢ Tam afraid you willinjure yourfelf in

the opinion of the world, by devoting your
thoughts on one fo far beneath you. It your
love 1sfounded upon honor, 1 pity you; if
~on the contrary, I muft take care of ~myfelf,
and fly you brtimes, beiore your foft per-
{fuafive cloquence charms me to forget what
“belongs to virtue and innocence; at the
fame ume I mufl confefsitis with reluctance
1 deny myfeltthe pleafure of converling with
- you; butas prudence. 15 the guide of my con-
dudt, 1 hope you will excuie my declining
the horor of your company. 1 am, my LOId

your Lordihip’s bumble fervant,

« Lucy Hargis.

She then went to Fanny, gave her the
lerter, and returned home again,

Lord T being anxious to hear his
doom, walked by the fhop again, Fanny
feeing him, went out and gave lum his
anfwer; his heart leaped for joy 1o receive

a letter
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a tetter from his beloved Taacy; he vead i,
and was thrown mnto defpair, but reading it
avain, and confidering fome parts of 1f, he
.L[ll(.l admired her tor her virtue, than
blamed her for her coldnefs, as he found
by her words fhe had fome regard for him,
only reltrained ber inclination through fear.
Lager to let her know the fincerity “of his
hm,, a-d convince her, {ar from 1njuring
her honor he would ?}‘.l&ld it at the hazard
of his ife, he foughrt the place of her abode,
and foundit,

Loy was fitting in a penfive poftare,
fenniag her cheek on her hand, o chie fhade
Al the deor, wiwcd Lord L--——--——----uy;)l_oclch-
cd her; fheftarred aud bluihed, and was
preparing to leave my, but he topped her,
iaving, ¢ My charming Lucy, do not fly
fro. ine y(mr"l who adores youl---¢ My
Lord,” favs the, ¢ what can I do? you
know itis not proper for me to liften to
vour love---¢ Oul yes 1t1s, my charming
gnl, ays La., “fuch as mine1s. My with-

£ are as purc as your own virtue, and all my

crailfications at prefent center i feeing you
,bnd hearing you ipeak. Allowv me thcn, my
adorable Lm,_\_', that 1nnocent privilege.
Loucy beinry much moved by the earpeft
manner in which he {poke, her owa heart
taking his part, the confeated to walk with
hi~- on the banks of the river. Here he
utiered all that the tendereft paffion could
dJictate, and poured forth his wholg foul to

D her,
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her, Lucyat laft being overcome by fhe
teader theme, confuiled a muual flame.,
Lord T tranfported with this decla-
ration, protefted in the moft {folemn manner
he would marry her as feonas he came of
age to receive his eftate, which wanted buc
a year and a half. They enjoyed cach
other’s company feveral hours, and the next
day be came to take bis leave of Lacy, as
he was going to London with the two gentle-
men he came wnb; but he told ber ke
would only jult thew hamfclf at his  father’s
houfe, and on pretence of golng fomewhere
orother he would come back again for a
montbh.

Lucy thoughtit was her duty to let her
parents know how far Lord T }md
engaged himfelf to her, but atihe fame time
{aid, 1if it did not meet with thetr approba-
tion (he would refufe him, notwithltanding
{he had fome love for him, which was no
more than his generofity merited from her,
Nr. and Mrs, Hantiswas much pleafed at
this information, and aflured Lucy it would
be highly agreeable to them to fee her {o
well marched, ouly defired her tobe care-
ful he did not deceive her.

In four days tume Lord T arrived
at Upton again; he put up ataninn, and
then went to {ee his beloved Lucy. As therr
love was known andapproved of by the {up-
pofed parents, Lord T-——was adnitted in-
to the houfe, which was neat and tolerably

well
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weli furnithed; he paid his refpeéts to Mr.
and Mrs, Harris, thinking them Lucy’s pa-
rents, and they in return treated him and
waited on him with homage, but his behavi-
our was {o free and eafy, that they began to
admire hin as much as Lucy loved him.
She had often been folicited, as has been-
mentioned before, by feveral country {quires
in an unlawful way, but had refufed them;
but one of them, Squire Se—— was deter-
mined to have her at any rate; he had been
engaged {ome tinte in a love affair, but have
ing debauched the girl, grew tired of her,
and had forfiken her; he now thought of
I.ucy again, although the had refufed him.
He came to her father’s houfe to order {ome
fih to be feat home, and feeing Lucy, told
her {lie had bztrer comply, for he muft and
would poflefs her,  Luicy refufed him  with
fcorn, and he went away vowing revenge.
Her fatiier heard part of what he f{aid, and
defired Lucy to be upon her guard, as he
was a favage rake, and capable of any thing.
Lacy would have told Lord T ——, but
was fearful of bringing himinto danger if
he thould refent the behaviour of the fquire.
For {everal nights after this they were wake d
by the barking of a large dog the fitherma n-
kept, and one night he got up, knowing
his dog would not bark for nothing, and
fired a blunderbufs out of the window. Ths
alarm was given by Squire S , who
had bired two fellows to help him to f{eize
D2 Lucy
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Lucy, and carry her away, but the dog
barking and the firing of the piece prevent-
ed tha {chcme.

One evening aftpr, as Lucy was walking
on the banks of the Severn, watting for het
lover to j()li‘l her, (for they were fond of that
place, as there Lord T firtt breathed
his vows of love,) raminaung on the plea-
fures to come, whern qure O remme— cauz ht
Lier in his arms and kiffed her, fhe flymzeled
to get irom hun, but novaun, he hdd her
clofe, and attempted to be mde ; Lucy
fcreamed out, and Lord T being near
flew to her afliftauce; he drew his dword,
which obliged the other to do {0 100, andtie
yeung nobleman wounded him 1nthe fword
arm. Lord T- finding it not danger-
ous, was under no apprehenfion; he gave
him his {word again, telling him never tor
the future to moleft unguarded innocence;
the {quire left them vowing revenge; and
then Lucy informed  her lover of the ofters
hie had made her.

About a week after this fomebody poifon-
ed therr fanhtul dog; Mr, Harris fufpected
Squire S , but he dare not complain.
The next nightthey were awaked by a ftrong
{mell of fire; they all got up, and feon dii-
covered a thed adjoiniag to the houfe all
in flames; fome people not far oft alarmed
the tow., people, who came running to help
them ; Lord 1 ~heayt nfru was at the

filherman’s houfe, {lcw with the utmoﬁ-
precipitation,
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precipitation, hardly fuffering his feet to-
touch theground,but indingit had notreach-
ed the houle, he endeavouredto quench the
flames, and with the aflitanceof fome others
got 1 out without doing much damage; he
then went 1n to e after his dear Lucy, who
was near fainting with tervor, and ftayed with
them the reft of the night. Nr. Harris was
well affured it muft be done on purpofe, as
none of them had been nearit fince morn-
ing, and again cenfured the fquire; but
Lord T ~ {a1d no gentleman could be
{0 bafe; but he miftock his charatter, for
Squire S~———— would hefitate at no villainy
to gain his ends; 1t wasno other than him-
{elf, affiied by the twovillains his accom-
plices: They had killed the dog firft, be-
caufe e lay in thatthed, and his intention
was to carry off Lucy, thinking the would -
run out, but feeing Liord T--— endea-
vouring to quench the flames, his rage turn.
ed again{t him, as he had prevented him
twice from his defires, and had hkewile.
wounded hum ; being a man of no honor, he.
would not demand {atisfaction of him open-
Jy, though he might have done it without
owning his villary, onaccount of his being.
his rival; however, hie concluded to have
him way-laid and murdered, and the next
morning his two accomplices ¢oncealed.
themfelves in a wood, near which Lord T—
ufually rode for the benefit of the air, and as
irc was pafling the place where they Jay hd,
D3 one
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one of therm witha Jaree ftick knocked him
oft his horfe, and the other was preparing to
itab him, when feeing two horfemen gallop
ing towards them, Lht,y left the young noble-

man ftunned on the ground, and made their-

efcape. Thetwo gentlemen coming up, and
finding Lord T fenfelefs, raifed him
trom the greund, and after a little time he
recovered, but could give no account of the
perfons who had ufed him fo, and finding
he was not robbed, they judged 1t could not
be thieves that attacked him.  The gentle-
men going to the town, accompanied Lord
T—-— to the inn, where he went to bed,
and had a ﬁlrgeon o drefs the wound he had
scceived.  Finding himfelf not ina conditi-
an to go out for{everal days, he wrote the
following letter to Lucy, tmnking fhe wouid
be alarmed at his not atending as ufual:

¢ My Dear Lucy,

¢ 1 deiire you mll not De frightened, or

gwe yourrelf anv uncafinefs, when | hdve in-

tormed you I cannot have the happinefs of

tecing you for twoor three days, h:umo m.t
with an accident that prevents me from e
only p teafure 1 can emjoy n hife;  you may
Jepend as foon as I can with fafety I will

ceme to you. Mean tme [ remain your fin-
care and affectionate lover,

T Sz

Wien chy read this (he was really to
{fwouir,

e
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fwoon; fhie begged her father to flep and
{ee what was the martter with him. Mr.
Harris went immediately; Lord T—— was
pleafed to fee the regard the good man ex-
prefled for him, and told him how he had
been fet upon by two men, bur couid not
tell who, ;.nd had received a contufionin
his head, buthoped 1t would be attended
with no bad conlequences, no further than
confining him a hrrle. Mr. Harris, as much
as he fufpe {ted Squire S——— in other things,
had nor the leaflt fufpicion of him in ths,
bt heand Lord T——— both concluded they
were thieves, and intended ro rob him after
theyiad killed him, it the gentlemen had
not come up. When Lucy heard how it
was, the was very much grieved, but en-
Jdeavoured to b“u‘ this misfortune as well as
iz could; and to comfort him  duning this
feparation, fent him an anlwer to his iaer.

My Lord,

“ You cannot fecel more pain with your
wonnd than my heart feels for yeu; [would
unmml) come and fce you, but think my
characzer might fuffer; bowever, i thonghe
VORGP Ways c]al‘;ge;'o*.m, [ would det fy the
W ,1“1 s centure, for whar would that, or any
thing Deto me, if veu was folt; butr I hepe
foon, by your, prefence, 1o banifh ail my
fears, und givejoy toyour (il then ) unh PPy

¢ Lvey)

The
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The third day after, finding him{zlf re-
cover very faft, he went 1o Luc}, who re-
ceived him with open ar ms, and they paffed
the time 1n bappinefs without Interruption.
Lord T fet out for London again, pro-
mifing to take every opportupity he could
of comingto Upton; but when he was gone
Lucy was very penfive, as the had no one to
whom fhe couvld 1impart her mind to; forin
a few days the would lofe her companion:
Fanny, who had engaged herfelf to a mithi-
ner in London.

Squire S—-— heing prevented in his bafe
defigns on Lord Te——, made him more
turious, and tinding he was gone, refolved
to pofluis loucy, and knowing the intimacy
between Fanpy and ber, he went to the fhop
and purchafzd {everal aracles, detiving Fan-
ny to carry them bhome, and e attended 6n
him to his houle; bewng alone, the Squire:
told her of bis pafiion for Lucy, and promif-
ed 1f the could contrivethat he might enjoy
her, he woula give hera hundred guineas.
The golden tempiation :o'.uj 100 itrons stor
herto refiit, anc foroeuting her f) wndfhlp for
Lucy, promifed he ".oulcl get him to lay
with ber infiead of herfelf,  This was a
alorious tnoucm, and Squire S—— indulg-
ed it to the h eight of his  paflion, but
would not parg w i the money frft; hows
ever, they sorced it fhould be dme that
night,as Fannv hed every thing in readinefs
to let out the nwsl dav, and fhould not care

{0
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to be inthe town after it was found out;
but the Squire teld heras to that fhe need
not be in anv fear, for he dare fay by morn-
ing he thould f find her fatisfied, and willing
to live with him on his own terms, Tc-
wards ever ng this fa I e friend went to Lucy,
and told ber the had heard {omething abont
Lord T=——, which th:r proper e fheuld
be informed of, but that (ke could not flay
then, and propofed, if it was agreeable to
her, the would come andtleep with her that
night; for, fays the. I am guing to L.ondon
to-morrow.  Fucy agreed toit with a great
deal of pleafure Cand i cging 1o know about
her lover, defu red Fas iny to come foon; but
he wicked crtlld il told her the would
not have her miltieis 90w 0nany atcoung
that the h‘.’ ont of the houle, {0 the fad it
would br bell o her to come whea ler fas
therasu m i rwere goue to bed, and then
£0 petier o the dark, .md not to fpeak
tidi they were w bed 5 this Lucy agreed to,
and told l:cr the would look out of her win-
cdow for Ler. This beng f{vided, Fanuv
went to monn Sguire S———-—, who with all
expedition  cquivped  himfelf in Fanny’s
cloaths, which the had brought for that
purpofe, and the Squire walked towards the
houfe, Lucy feemg him, went fofdy down
ftairs, and lct him 1n; thc) were {oon un-
drefled and 1in bed, Whea Lucy {ard, well
now, Fanay, tell me all about it ; nutm‘{cad

ot mfwermg her, the {fuppolfed Iumn} took
her
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her in hisarms, and began to kifs her, fay-

ing, ‘ ft1s not Fanny that embraces you,

my lovely angel! but myfelf, who have

long loved you, though you have been fo

cruel to deny me, but now it is unpoflible

for vou to prevest my withes!” Lucy knew

the terrible voice, and exerting all her

firength, jumped ocut of bed, {creaming as

loud as fhe could for help to her father and

mother, who lay in the room underneath,.
and happened to be awake; they immedi-
atcly went to her affiftance. The door being

open, Mr. Hamisand his wife went into

Lucy’s room, where they found herat the
fectof the bed in a fiv: they got her into

bed, and with {ome dificuity brougit her

to herfctf, wien fhe told them the vile trick

Farnv had ferved ber, with the deceitful

tale the Bad teld her, The Squne, mturfilly

a covuwd, hearing fomebody coming, els

caped out of the window, and went hic&ly

o b boefe.

Early next merring he went to Fanny,
who was expecling llm, and as he had
flay cd io long was quire {fure of her reward;
but the Sqgume foon let her know her difap-
pointuent a5 well as ltisown,  Fanny dread-
ing the eonfequence, declared the would {ct
out immediately ; and he well knowing he
nnght be tried for at"cmpting:‘. rape, Dot
withftanding lis riches, thought it beft to
q0 off too for a littic while ; accordingly he
hired a polt-chaile, and they went away to-.

gether,

M Mmoot emem e
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sether, and before they reached London he
prevailed on herto give up her virtus as well
as herhonelty.,  When they arrived 1 the
metropolis, he left her to feck after the
place the was going to. The Squire being
acquainted with feveral oentlemen 1 Lon-
Jon, they often rode rea orl.wzl\fe miles for
the air, and one morning, as fate ordained
it, being willing to thew his fkili 1n horfe-
nm*im; he in attemptng to leap a five-
barred gate broke his neck.

But to return to Lucy, who towards morn-
ing became miore cmﬂpofed when Mr,
Harris went to fee for Fanay, but found (he
was goneaway without {peaking to her mi-
trefs, which the wonderedat, ull the heard
the wickednefs fhe had been capable of to
her fricnd. He went next to the Squire’s
houfe, but to his vexation he was gone from
home; he went feveral days together and
met Wlth the fame anf{wer ; but the follow-
ing week the Squire’s corpfe was brought
to Upton, to be buried 1n the family vault,
and the account of his death was brought
with it.

L.ucy had fome freth caufe for trouble,
her mother (as (he thought her) was taken
very 1ll, and four daysafter {he died, tothe
creat grief of Lucy and her hufband, who
burted her decently, and lamented her lofs
with manya tear. I.ord T—— came there
again juft after fhe was laid in the ground,
the grief he {aw his dear Lucy in for the lofs

of
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of her methior, waz wtuppsrodble to limg
hie cenderiv folicieed ber 1o moderace 1¢; and
i a (hoot ttuye . by us aecable coaverfa-
nos, brought her toa proper refiliitions
and he preval.don Mr, Harrts to let Lucy
go w1 him to bisaunt, at Worceller, fora
Lhude whtle to divert her; Le {aid, he was
jure his aunt weeld withnaly roceve and
entertan hery, when fhe hears hee mether 13
dead, and bis coulin :".-::rfhi_t would be verv
fond of her for a conpanton. DMy Haris
Jeft 10to Lucy™ own ,.oice, who was f:on
pertuaded by her lover 1o go for a lictle
while, and pnlhlul CYVETY L lorl‘or hL’SI‘JOL‘ -
ney. N Harns lovaed ber as if the had
been his own child, ard the gricf fhe had
expredied for his wile made ham regard her
'ﬁall more, and potwithitanding he fhould
be very lonclome, be wilhed her to have
fome pleafure.

The young lovers fct off together, and
foon armved at the boufe of Mrs, Summers ;
Lucy was received very Kundly by that lady
and herdaughter, to the great pleafure of
Lord T~——, who ftayed with his Lucy a
few days till.the had got a little acquainted
with the ladies, and then f=it them.

Amongit the ladies that vifited there, was
the Cuumt{s of B~——; this Iady took a
great Lking to Luey, and the on heg part
pever met with any perfon the felr {fuch an
uncommon regard for; the could haraly
keep her eyes off the lady, who feemed to

have
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have fomething of dejeCtednefs in her coun-
tenance.

One day when Mrs. Summers, her daughe
ter, the Countefs, and Lucy, were fitting
together, the converfation turned upon peo-
ple having moles, or marks about them;
Lucy f{aid (he had got the mark of a cherry
on her bofom, the Countefs with great
eagernefs begged to {ee it, which Lucy com>
plied with; the lady no {ooner looked, than
fhe fell back in ber chair and fainted away;
they all afhfted to bringher to herfelf; when
fhe revived, the looked round and cried,
¢ Where 1s my dear child, Lucy!” Lucy,1n
great {urprize, faid, ¢ IFor heaven’s {ake,
madam, what do you mean?’—¢ Oh, my
dear,’ fays {he, ¢ by that mark on your ho-
fom, [ believe you to be my long loft
child’—¢ That is impofiible I’ replied Lus
cy; © my mother is lately dead, and my fa.
ther lives at Upton. I bad not the honor,
madam, of coming from {0’ noble afamily.”
¢ Dear lucy,” fays the Countefs, ¢ will
you go with me to your father,to fatisfy my
mind by afking him a few quefltions?’ 1o
which requeft Lucy readily agreed. The
Countefs defired Mrs. Summers and Sophia
to accompany them 1n her ccach, which
they did., As {oon asthey arrived at Mr,
Harris’s, the Countefs, with a countenance
expreflive of hope and fear, enquired earneft-
ly whether Lucy was really his daughier; he
hefitated, and feemed in confufion; at laft ne

E faid,
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faid, 1 believe, madam, Thave always
bebaved like a father to her.’=—¢ There is no
doubt of that,” replied the Countefs haftily,
¢ I beg you will anfwer my queftion with
truth, as my happinefs or mifery depends
onit.’—¢ When #irft Itook notice of your
Yadyfhip’s face,’ fays Mr. Harris, -1 guefied
your bufinels, as the perfect refemblance
between you and Lucy convinced me you
was her mother, and 1 will confefs, madam,
what | never did to any one, .the 1s not my
daughter, but a foundling.” The lady burft
into tears -of joy, and taking Lucy in her
arms, {aid, ¢ You are tndeed myown dear
child, whom I have never beheld fince the
firft week of your burth; but at my firlt fee-
ing you at thislady’s, I fclt an uncommon
emotion, and {eeing the markon your bo-
fom, befides your name being Lucy, which
is my own name, and I had you named f{o
on that account, all corroborated 10 make me
believe you mine;’ then turning to the
fitherman, fhe f{ays, ¢ Can you produce my
daughter’s cradle, fir? but I will tell you
firft what 1t was, that you may be convin-
ced I am her real mother. Itis a wicker
bafket, lined with tin, to keep out the wa-
ter, but the top was not lined, that the air
might get through ; as the tn would have
been cold forthe infant to lie on, I made a
bed of quilted fattin myfelf, and round the
Gides likewife; her linen was laced and em-
byidcred , and her robe white fattin.' Mr,

P Harris
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Harris faid her ladythip had given a true
defcription of every thing, and he was con-
vinced the was Lucy’s ‘mother. Lucy then
fell at the Countefs’s feet, and embracing
her knees, let fall a thowerof tearsinher lap.
The good man fetched out the things whu.h
had been laid up very carcfully; he i~formed
them how he found 1t, and not having any
children of their own wasvery fond OfL.u.y
and brought her up tenderly, not letting
her do any hard work, as they thought by
her drefs fhe belonoed to fome pcrfon of
diftinétion; ¢but,” conunued he, ¢ your
ladythip has not mentioned the handfome
reward we found in the bag for raking care
of her.)'—¢ That reward 15 not {ufficient)
replied the Countels, ¢ for the prefervation
of my Lucy, and I (hall think of fome re-
compence for your kindnefls; but at that
time [ did not imagine the perfon who found
her would have the care of her for fixteen
ycars.’-——‘ Madam,” {fud Lucy to the Coun-
tefs, ¢ pardon me if [ offend, but I am de-
firous to know the reafon of your cafting me
out 1n that manner, and yet ,fheving Tach
tender care for me.—¢ As you have all
been witnels,” replied the Countefs, ¢ o
my tnding and acknowledging my leUOh
ter, 1t is n&ceﬂary you thonld be informed
of fomethmo more.’

* My maiden name was Lucy R , my
father Sir Charjes R bemg a genileman
of great fmwne,l was educated and bro:.ght

E 2 up
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np in the highelt fphere in life. At a court
ball one birth-day, I happened to dance
with the Earl of B , from that time he
commenced my lover, and to confefs the
trath I felt a murwal paflion for him. He
had long {folicited his friends to go abroad
on histravels, and had formed a party with
fome young noblemen to make the grand
tour. Ve had frequent interviewstogether;
never did man adore a woman more than
he did me; but knew his friends would not
confent to bis marrying, as he was vnder
age, and was obligedin honor to leave thie
kingdom. He perfuaded me to a private
marriage inmy ewn chamber; that, as be
{aid, he might be fure of me when he came
back,

About two months after he fer out, but

“finding by {fome hittle fymproms I was prep-

nant, advifed me if the child lived to put
it out of the way privately il his return,
and ackrowledge bis marriage, otherwife,
if my fitvation was known, I muft cither

difcover our being murried, which he did

notwifth to be known at prefent, or have
my character reflected on. 1 promifed 1
would keep every thing a fecret ull 1 {aw
him again; but, alas! 1 never have or ever
fhall have that happinefs. But to proceed,
growing necar my time, ldefired my father
to let me go to Worcefter. to fee my nurle;
my mother dying almolt as foon as I was

born, fhehad thecare of my infancy; my
father
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father had a greatregard for her on that ac-
count, and as the was gone to fettlein that
part, frequently let me go and ftay two or
three monthswithher., I accordingly went,
and informed her of my condition, and of
my private marriage: finding fu:rc['y was
required, (he pr0pofed that fcheme, but I
fhuddered at 1t at firfy, tll the aflured me
there was no manner of danger, as the river
was fo fmooth, the child would lay as fafe
asin my arms, and would be taken up by
fomebody who would take care of ir for the
{ake of the money ; my next objetion was
how I fhould ind 1t again when my hufband
came home; noihing more eafy, fhe {faid,
fhe fhou'd remember where ihe put ir; and
would fhi~w me¢ when | ~ot about again.
Beirg f:tisfied my child would be reftored
to me again, 1 confented, and thordy after
I was dclivered of you, my dear Lucy, with-
out the knowledge of any perfen but my
nurfe, who was skilled in midwiferv, and
in lefs chan a week fhe had you pri 'dt(.lV
baptized, and carried you away from me,
atter Thad kiffed you a thoufaad umes, and
fhed a flood cf tears over you. While I
lavoin, ol my talk was how I theuld find
my ciiic izain when s he Farl came home;
my muile fa.3, .vnhmcr wa- more eafy; for

depend L,,)o“ ©, favr he {uch a t‘““:’: wiil
bethe ko e.*‘.-.: ,-,A,.-L- ¢ l.ce where ever
1t 15 u-.;(i wihon vod are up acaln we will
ge about o litnie, 2ua o dhinll fLon hear fuch

—
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an affair, and when we know where it is, wé
will let it remain ull your hufband comes
back, and I can ferch ittoyou.  But betore
1 was capable of going out the good old
woman dicd fuddenly: fhe had a filter in
this town, I fent for her, and fhe had her
buried, and took what {he had left,

I wanted now to go back to my father,
baving ftaid longer than ever 1 did, bur }
had a {ufficient excufe to tcll him of my
purfe’s death ; however, I could not be eafy
about my child; I wenttoevery town and
village round Worcefter, not daring to ask,
but to hear if there wasany talk of fuch a
circemitance, but to my grief could dii-
cover nothing, fo 1 returned to London,
trufting to providence for the prcfcn'auon
of my infant, |

In about a year afterwards, I heard the
dreadful accountof the Earl of B being
dead; he died of a fuwrfeir in lraly; what
cou!dI do now; I was marnied, a widow,
and had had a chud, but loft it; neither
my tather nor his freads knew any of thefe
ciicumitances, anditwould bz in vain to
inform them now; therefore as every thing
had been a {ec'er, I let them remain 10,
but fince that ttime | have never cnjiyed one
hour of calm repofe. My huiband’s family
are all dead, and my faiherhas been dead
three years; 1 am ln pofieflion.of his whole
eftate, which s \ery large. It 1s now near
ywo years thatl have been fertled ar Wor-

Leﬂer
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cefter, and have taken my own title upon
me, as there is none of my hufband’s fimily
alive to call me to an account for it, befides,,
as I was really married I have a right to it,
Never having my child out of my thoughts,
I chofe to live near the {fpot where | loft her,
hoping fome blefled chance might bring ona
difcovery, which has fortunately happened.’
- While the lady was fpeaking, they had
fhewed great attention; Lucy had all the
time {at Dathed intears; when her mother
had finifhed, the again threw herfelf on her
knees, and asked her blefling, which thar
lady gave her with great tendernefs and
many embraces.

They now returned back to Worcefter,
taking Mr. Harris with them, as they ex-
peCted Lord T in a day or two, that
he might be prefent when the difcovery
was made to that young nobleman.

Mrs, Summersand Mifs Sophia congratu-
lated the Countefs of B and young
Lady Lucy on their happy meeting with
each other; andthe good fitherman’s heart
overflowed with joy, but could hardly bring’
himlelt to call her Lady Lucy, and the in-
fifted upon his behaving to her as he ufed
to do, * for,” saysfhe, ‘I thall alwavs look
onyou as my father, asyou have been {o
maiy years my protector, befides, though
I have found amother 1 have not a father,
therefore proy be my father ftill.” Lord
T——— came as they e¢xpiiod; as fuon as

: | he
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he came in, Sopkia cries, * Well my Lord,
you are very good to come fo foon; Lady
Lucy did not cxpeét you this day or twoj
we have been with her and the Countefs of
B——, her mother, to fetch Mr. Harris.?
Lord T—~— did not know what to make of
this fpeech, and feeing them all {mile,
¢ Pray coufin Sophta explain yourfelf,” fuys
he.” Mr.. Harris could refrain no longer,
¢ Why, my Lord,” fays he, ¢ T am not
Lucy’s father, and the has found her own
mother, fo fheis more worthy of you, as
fhe is equal in buth to yourfelf.” Mrs.
Summers then gave him a brief aceount of
all that had happeaed, at which he was
much aftonifhed, but grouly pleafed, as
he was in no fear of his faticer’s confent.
The Couiteis very much approved of his
paffion for her daoghier, and made him
m.any comphments on his generous beha-
viour to her. Lard Vee-— would not ftay
but a Week_u.'i{h them, which they {pent in
joy and plaalure on the occalion; {fuch hatte
was he 1n 1o propofe this athaice to his
father, who readily conlented o ity but
faid he fhould like to have the corersoany
performed in London. Lord fe—ww with
great expeditionreturned to the lacies again,
and infurmed them of his father’s approba-
tion and defire, which was agreeable to them
all, as theycould provide ti.ing- tor the oc-
cafion better there than in the country,
Lord T———- went firil, to provide genteel

lodgings
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lodgings for them, and they foon followed.
When they were a little fettled, they paid
a vifitto LordT ’s father, who waslaid
up with the gout, but he received them in
a very polite manner, and was perfeitly
charmed with young Lady Lucy. Prepa-
rations went on with all {peed for this wed-
ding. which was to be very {plendid, not-
withftanding it took up feveral months to
have every thmg in order.

One morning Lord T was walking
in the park full of thoughts of his approach-
ing happinefs, was called to in alow voice,
bya young woman meanly drefled ; he pre-
{ently knew her to be Fanny, who lived at
Upton ; though he was angry with her for
her bf.havmur to L.ucy, yet lus good nature
made him {top to hear what the had to fay.
¢ I beg pardon,” f{ays fthe, ¢for fpeakmg
to your lordihip, but [ am very uneafyin
my mind, on account of my treachery to
L.ucy Halria and the bafe {quire never gave
me a farth:no for it, though his pxommng
me a hundred gulineas made me do it
¢ What! did he make you that ptomlfeP’
fays Lord T—=—, ¢ Yes,’ replied fhe, €and
he told meas we went away in the poft-
chaife, that he was the perfon that fet the
fitherman’s houfe on firc, and that he Tet
two men to murder you, but they failed)
¢ Well,” fays Lord T , thefe are
things that I did not know betore, and

am glad to beinformed of them,” She then
wernt
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went on, ¢ FHle was the {ivit ruin of me, and
then left me, but T was fo unealy 1 could
not {tay in my place, and did not care what
became of me, and have been very much
diftrefled, bat if 1 had a lirtle money to buy
me a few cloaths, I would go to-fervice
again,’—*¢ Well)” replied Lord T .
¢ that i1sa good 1<.folut;on, and 1 will en-
courage it; {o pulling out his purfe, he
put five guineas in her hand, telling her
to be fure and buy cloaths winh i it, and get
into place, ©and then,” fays he, giving her
a dire€tion, * come 0 me; and you fhall
never want for encouragement while you do
weil)

Fanny took the money very thankfully;
and accordingly in a week after fhe came
drefled very decently, and informed L.eord
T = fhe had got a gcod place, and
where it was, faying, (he would endeavour
to keepit; fo he gave her {ive guineas more,
telling her to be a good girl for the future,
and.the might do very well yet. He had
told Lucy of his feeing her; and all fhe faid.
Lucy was {urprifed to hear of the {quire’s
wickednefs, and much thocked at Fanny’s
being broug,lu to {hame and guilt by his
means, but hoped fthe would reform in time,
as {he did not {eem abandoned.

Every tlung bLeing in readinefs, and the
joyful day arrived, Lord T—— was marri-
ed to the charmer of his heart, Lady Lucy,
When the ceremony was over, which was

done
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donewith all the-grandeur and pomp 1ma-
ginable, they were ¢legantly entertained at
the houfeof Lord T ’'s father, and there
was nothing but general joy and pleafure.
Mr. Harris wasas happy as the beft of them,
end proud to be -flilt called father by the
blooming bride,

After a manth’s recreation, feafting, and
rejoicing, Mrs. Summers with her daugh-
ter tecurned to Worcefter.

Mr. Harris prepared to go -to Upton
again, but they did notknow how .te part
with him; forhe, though he was poor, was
looked upon as the-fource from whence all
their happinefs_flowed. They would fain.
have kept him with them, but he preferred
his ¢ld vy (haded cottage to all the grandeur
he had experienced at London.  Therefore
finding he would go, they loaded him with
prefents; but he told them they had given
him more than he could poflibly fpend
while he lived, and would have refufed {ome
of their favors.

Lord T—~had an elegant houfe fitted up
for himfelf and his lady, and furnifhed 1t
1n an clegant manner. Never was a lad
happier than Lucy with her beloved lord,
. who perteltly idolized her; his father was
“very fond of her; and the Countefs of B—
by lher indnlgence to -her daughter now
made up for the time fthe had loit in (hew-
108 a motherly care of her.

Liady T == had an inclination to fee her

old
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old friend Fanny, and bemrr informed by
Lord T—— where the llvcd fhe fent for
her. Fanny drefled herfelf as well as fhe
could, and went to their houfe. Lady T-—--
recewed her very kindly. Fanny made ma-
ny apologies for her behaviour, and fhed
{fome tears, Lady T told her fhe
freely forgave her, notwithflanding, fhe was
almoft the caufe of her death, but {he hoped
the had {een her error, and her future con-
duct in life would fhew her true repentance
of the paft. She then gave her a ten pound
bank note, and promufed if (he went on
well (he would often be a friend to her.
Lord and Ladv T often went to
Worcelter, tovifit Mrs. Summers and her
davghter, and they did not forget to vifit
the good old fitherman, at Upton, who al-
ways received them with inexprcﬂiblc plea-
fore. .
Lordand Lady T many years en-
joyed uninterrupted pleafure, being blefled
with 2 numerous and dutiful oﬁ5prmg, who
by imitating their parents virtues, were an
ornament o their rank, and enfyred them
that happinefs whicl always refults from

good aétlons
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