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Rich Merchant of Cadiz, na-
med Varnes, had an only

Daughter, in whom were united the
moft attractive Graces of the Body
and-Mind. The Time arrived when
her fpringing Charms, and the Fa-
ther’'s Wealth, created her a Num-
ber of Admirers, from the refpec-
tive Motives of Love and Intereft;
none of which had had the good
Fortune to captivate her Tendernefs.
She was not however without Sen-
fibility; but, without Doubt, no Ob-
ject capable of pleafing her, had as
yet prefented itfelf. At length, the

Moment
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Moment came, when an accom-
plithed C avalier trium phed over her

Indifterence.

Don Lewss{for that was his Name)
beheld thas fair Spaniard at Church,
and conceived for her the moft vio-
lent Paflion. He declared his
Affe&ion for herin fo perfuafive and
affecting a Manner, that Feliciana
(for that was the Name of this young
Beauty) could not difguife a recipro-
cal Efteem. Don Lew:s would not
fuffer her to part from him, till he
had obtained a Promife to enjoy a
fecond Time her Converfation;
which the, without Difficulty com-
plied with. He was defirous of
Perimiflion to accompany this young
Lady home, but the Cuftom of the
Country would not permit of fuch
a Proceeding. He contented him-
felf therefore with following her,
to obferve the Houfe fhe entered;

and the fame Day he tcok a Lodg-
5 Ing
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ing diretly oppotite Feliciana's
Window. -

Picty, or rather Love, brought
her often to Church, where fhe ne-
ver failed to find tne affiduous Don
Lewis, wigh whom {he had each
Time a . tender Conference. But
the Violence of his Paflion made
him figh for a more perfect Blifs.
He longed for a Tete a Tete, where
they might not be liable to Interrup-
tion; but how could he obtain 1t?
He knew Feliciana's Prudence, and
therefore had not as yet ventured to
atk it. He at length took Courage
to requeft it of her, but in vain;
{he told him, that fhe had a fevere
Mother, ‘whofe Vigilance it would
be difficult to elude; and ferioufly
told him, that if he was defirous of
preferving her Efteem, he muit ne-
ver propofe any Thing that would
be in the lealt offenfive to Decency.

If
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It your Sentiments, faid fhe, are
regulated by Honour and Probity,
confider what thofe T'itles exa& from
you; but perhaps, continued fhe,
the Mediocrity of my Fortune will
put a Stop to the Progrefs of your
Pafiion; for I do not, like vou, de-
rive my Ongin from illuftrious Blood,
and it 1s neceflary there fhould be
fome proportion in Birth and Alli-
ances, to make an Union happy.

For Heaven's {ake, my dear Ma-
dam, replied the enamour'd Don
Lewns, talk not at this Rate, for it
offends my Love; mention not my
Birth or my Diftin¢tion : In whata
Light thould I appear, when put in
Competition with a Thoufand ami-
able Qualifications, which in you {o
eminently fhine? Love equals all.
Believe me, I {hall think myfelf the
happieft of Men, if you permit me
to demand you of,your ¥Friends in
Marriage. I have got the leaft Ob-
jection, replied fhe; and I confefs

{o
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to you, that you could not have of-
fered a more convincing Proof of
the Sincerity of your Intentions.
Therefore ftrive to obtain my Fa-
ther’'s Confent; and be affured, that
{hould he determine in your Favour,
I thould exceedingly rejoice at it.
I will not conceal from you, added
fhe, that Intereft is his reigning
Principle; but if he fhould oppofe
our Withes, reft yourfelf fatisfied,
and I'll engage to tell you an infalli-
ble Mcthod to overcome his Objec~
{110NSs.

Don Leawts, tranfported with Joy
at thefe flattering Hopes, returned
a thoufand Thanks to the dear Ob-
iect of his Soul; and promifed her
that he would, the very next Day,
wait on her Father, and pour ‘dut
all his Heart before him. But,4las!
he did not fucceed as he expeéted.
He flattered himfelfthat an Account
of his Birth and F?i‘riﬁbﬂy would ¢n-
cage the old Gentleman to lend a

E favour-
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favourable Ear to his Propofitions;
but he was an utter Stranger to the
Dufpofition of Feliciana’s Father. It
was to very little Purpole to talk to
him of ancient or illuftrious Nobi-
lity. To obtain the Attention of
Don arnes, he muft have {aid that
he was nobly rich.  But, unhappily
for Don Lewrs, 1t was quite other-
wife. Therefore this unfortunate
young Gentleman was politely
thanked, for the Honour he intend-
ed the Farnes Family, who would
be much better fatisficd with a Ton
of Gold, than with all the pompous
Titles of Nobihty.

It was not long before Feliciana
vas made acquainted with this
fhocking Anfwer. But fhe had a
Stratagem in her Head, which fhe
promijed hertelf would render her
Father more conformable to therr
Withes. A Friar, named Iatier
Gregery, the knew, had 2l his Con-

hdence,
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fidence, whofe Diretions he im-
plicitly followed in cvery Thing.

This Friar, being the fole Direc-
tor of all this rich Merchant'sI'amily,
had {o infinuated himfelf into their
good Graces, that nothing was done
but in Obedience to his Comymands.
When he fpake, he was liftened
to with the molt refpectful Attenti-
on, and no onc cver dared to con-
tradict what he pronounced: His
Word was a Law. lic was fo
extreme rcligious, in Appearance,
that ene weald think 1t was Piety
itielf who had made uic of hnn as
an Inftrument to cxprefs her Senti-
ments: HisLips never opened witn-
ont a Leflon of Vvildom.

[t muft however be confelied, that
the principal Patt of his Converfa-
tion WJS addrefied to Feliciaina. She
was the beautiiul Piantwhich feemed
to merit the utmoft Care fiom thia
bower of Religion; he therefore did

bz not
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not negle& her, but delighted him-
{felf with long and frequent Inter-
views with her; and it may reafon-
ably be fuppofed that Heaven and

heavenly Things were not always

the Subje of their Difcourfe.

He foftened her rigid Virtue, and
proportioned it to the Foibles of his
oung Pupil: She was amiable, and
e did not fail to tell her {fo; but it
was to Heaven, he {aid, all the
Praifes were due, for having beftow-
ed on her fuch Charms, which none
could behold without Aftonithment.
The word Love had not yet efcaped
his Lips; but he had frequently faid
what was an Equivalent to it, and,
nothing but the Fear of alarming
Felictana’'s Virtue, and of leflening
himfelf in her Efteem, made him
wait the happy Moment, when he
might, without Hazard, declare the
Vivacity of his fecret Flame.

Such
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Such was this holy Father, that

in the Space of a few Months, he
merited, by an ignominious Death,
to {uffer the Chaftifements due to
his moft horrid Crimes.

But, let us not anticipate his Hif-
tory. I fhall return to the Chagrin
with which Don Lew:s was over-
whelmed, at hearing the cruel Sen-
tunents of Feliciana's Father.

The next Day he had fome Con-
verfation with the dear Objet, who
had before been informed of her
Father’s Anfwer to him. She re-
gindled his Hopes, advifed him to
go to Father Gregory; and to neg-
iect nothing that might engage him
to cipoufe his Interett.

This Advice was eagerly followed
by tie paflionate Don Lewrs ; he ran
with a Lover's Hafte, to vifit this

holy Man, with whom he was to
mnterceed.

E 7 My
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My Happinefs, faid he, my re-
verend Father, 1s in your Power,
and it will coft you but a few Words
to purchafe it for me. Indeced you
arc miftaken, (replied this hypocri-
tical Friend, m a pious Tone) for
what Intereft can fuch a poor Friar
be {uppofed to have? Only promife
me, replied Don Lewss, that you
will not refufe me the Honour of
your ProteCtion, and I defire no
more; 1 know, added he, the De-
ference which Don Varnes always
pays to your Council: If I am not
united to his fair Daughter, I fhall
ever be miferable. May I hope,
my reverend Father, that you will
be fo generous as to fpeak 1n my

Behalf?

I have not the Honour to be ac-
quainted with you, replied the Friar,
and you know the Holinefs of my
Profefiion will hardly permit me to
meddie w:th profane Affairs. But,

added
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added he, is the Defign you men-
tion, of heavenly Infpiration? or,
have you hearkened to a {enfual
Paflion 7 How miferable will be
your Cafe, my dear Sir, 1f any
criminal Views fhould induce you
to enter into a State of Life, which
though holy in itfelf, would to you
be a State of Damnation.

May it pleafe your Reverence, re-
plied Don Lew:s, believe me, I can
call Heaven to witnefs, that my In-
tentions, regulated by Piety and the
ftriGeft Honour, have nothing to
reproach me with.

It is the Lord only, refumed the
holy Father, that can fathom the
Sécrets of the Heart. He has com-
manded me to judge favourably of
my Neighbour; and therefore, I
rely upon your Word; and promile
you, that I will endeavour to cxecute
the Commiffion you have given me;
but, that you may nct be difap-

E 4 pointzd,

: -“*}
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pointed, I tell you before-hand, that

vou muft not promife yourfelf much

Saceefs from my unpotent Endea-
vOurs.

We {hall now fee how he em-
ployed the Influence he had over
the Father of this young Devotee.
He had fuch tender Propofitions to
make her himfelf, that he would
hardly folicit a Marnage which muft
be fo repugnant to his Wifthes; for
the Jealouly of an Hufband is much
clearer fighted than the Vigilance
of Parents: This cunning Friar,
therefore, had rather fee the fair
Feliciana in the Houfe of a Father,

than in that of a troublefome Hul-
band.

He went therefore, the next Day,
to make Don FVearnes a Vilit, and
ftepping with him into a private
Room, he reprefented Don Lew:s
in the moft difadvantageous Colours;
and endeavoured to perfuade him,

that
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that thould he confent to an Union

{o difproportionable, the Ruin of

his Family would be the certam
Confequence.

By the Advice I now give you,
added he, you may judge how much
I have your Happinefs at Heart ;
but, that I may not be expofed to
Don Lew:s’s Refentment, it will be
neceflary that I fhould, in the Pre-
fence of Feliciana, exprefs myfelf in
a very different Manner. 1 will
pretend to plead in Behalf of her
Lover, and you fhall refufe to com-
ply with my Requeft. At this I
will appear extremely forry, and:
fuch feigned Sorrow will protect me-
from Don Lew:s’s Anger,

From thefe Proceedings you may
judge of this Friar's Sincerity; and
that our two Lovers could not avoid
being the Dupes of this arttul Im-
poftor. Convinced that it was not
through him that their Defigns were

E s oppoled,
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oppofed, they thanked him for his
Endeavours, and intreated a Conti-
nuance of them. He promifed i,
and told them, they might depend
upon his Fidelity.

The fair Feliciane, in the mean
Time, affiduoufly applied herfelf to
cultivate the good Graces of her
dear Dire€or; who, on his Part,
employed all Methods to make fome
Progrefé in the Heart of his young
Devotee. Two Months rolled away,
during which Time, he every Day
promifed himfelf the Gratification
of his Withes. A few fmall Favours
were however the only Recompence
of fuch delufive Promifes. He ex-
pected all that {he could grant, and
what fcemed to give him further
- Aflurances, was, that the young Fe-
lictaza had fome Time after a

more prefling Occafion for his Af-

ftance.

. Don
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Don Scbaftian, Son of a wealthy
Citizen of Toleds, came to Cadiz.

Chance furnithed him with an Op-
portunity of behelding the fair fre-
liciana, the Sight of w nola, Charms,
like nghtnuw, prerced him through
the Heart, and he immediately be-
came a paffionate Lover. DBut how
could he declare his Sentiments?
he could fee her but at Chusch,
where the enraptured Don Lew:s
never failed to attend her.

Though ardent was his Love, yet
ftill his Life was dear to him; and
he was not much inclined to have
recourfe to Violence to oblice her
Rival to give her up: He therefore
contented himfelf with writing a
Letter to his Miftrels. Never was
Paflion more rapturoufly exprefled
than was his in his Letter; but
they were to no manner of Purpofe.
Feliciana did noteven deign to write

hun ¢n Anfwer.
E 6 Exafpe-
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Exafperated at this Treatment,
he refolved to make Don Varnes a
Viiit; and how could he fail of be-
ing favourably received ! He intro-
duced himfelf by telling the old
Gentleman that he was Heir to five
Thoufand Pounds per Annum. What
perfuafive Rhetoric was this to a
Perfon of his Difpofition! It was,
as the Reader may imagine, no very
difficult Matter to obtain his Con-
fent; but that of Feliciana tall re-
mained to be won.

Her Father could hardly oblige

her to receive a Vifit from this odi-
ous Lover; and the Anfwer fhe
made to his Propofal could not but

eprive him of all manner of Hopes
of obtaining her.

Indeed Sir, faid 1the, thisisa very
odd Mecthod ot treating a Lover!
'The Inclination of the Perfon whom
you defire to unite, 1s-not to be re-

garded.
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earded. The Fafhionis, Iperceive,
to interceed with the Parents of a
young Lady; andif the Suit obtains
their Confent, the Daughter is to
be forced into Compliance by their
Authority! A fine Thing indeed !

Hold your Tongue, Sauce-box,
cried the old Man, what, fhould a
young giddy Girl be confulted in an
Affair of this Confequence? I tell
you, that this Gentleman is a Man
of Merit. ‘That may be, replied
Feliciana, but 1t is a Species of Me-
rit that I am quite infenfible of. Oh!
he’ll make you fenfible of it, replied
the old Man, in a very fhort Time;
therefore {ee that my Commands are
comply’d with. But, my dear Fa-
ther, refumed fhe, do not employ
your Authority, in obliging me to
mourn my ate all the Remainder of

my Luife.

Believe me, Madam, refumed
Don Sebafiien, my Study fhall be
o
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to render you happy: I will antici-

pate your Defires: Your Will fhall

be aiways mine.

Vouchfafe then, refumed the, to
oive me 2 {mall Proof of your Love,
by defifting to execute the Autho-
rity given you by him who has
given me Birth, and wait with Pa-
tience, 'till my Heart {hall plead in
your Behalf. But, fuppofe this
Heart fhould be occupied by ano-
ther Obje&, replied he. Suppofe
it is, anfwered the, in a difdainful
Tone; where it is fixed, 1t fhall
ever remain: and without waiting
for an Aniwer, fhe retired.

What an obftinate Baggage! fays
the old Man, butI fhall find Means
to reduce her to Compliance. Call
again, Sir, in a few Days; but firft
of all, make a Vifit to my Daugh-
ter’s Director; fhe will be ruled by
him; beg him therefore tointerceed

in your Behalf; and as he is a Man
of
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of Honour, if he gives you his
Promife, you may confidently rely
upon it.  But, Sir, replied Don Se-
baftian, will you be kind enough to
give me a Letter of Recommenda-
tion to this holy Father. It fhall
be done, faid the old Man; your

Requet fhall be complied with.

Behold now, the pious Father
Gregory, about to be employed 1in
interceding for his new Rival ;
and 1t may be eafily conjectured
with what Fidelity he will difcharge
his Commiffion. He firft privately
exhorted Don Varnes not to give his
Daughter any Reafon to complain
of his tyranical Authority ; and then
adviled Feliciana to perfilt in her
Refufal. He alfo made her promife
to tell Don Sebaflzan that he had
done him all the Services in his
Power. For this pretended Fidelity
he doubtlefs expected the Thanks
of Don Sebaflian, which he ina few
Days received accordingly.

Thus
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Thus the deceitful and cunning
Monk, the fecret Rival of Don
Leaw:s, and Don Sebaflian, ftrove to
make them both the Dupes of their
Credulity. But the Violence of
his brutal Paffion hurried him on
to reap the Fruits of his Artifice.

The haplefs Feliciana is fhortly
dettined to become the innocent
Victim of this Viilain’s Treachery.
He thought it neceflary to enfure
Succefs, that he thould rid himfelf
of his two Rivals; and employed
the following Stratagem, to be freed
from their Importunities.

He difpatched a Letter to Don
Lew:s, urging him to come to him
with the utmoft Speed, on pretence
of having Affairs of the greateft
Importance to communicate to him;

and did not long wait for his Ar-
rival.
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[ have, Sir, faid the Friar, the

moft agreeable News in the World
to impart to you. I think I have
at length prevailed on Don Varnes ;
for I have {o often expatiated on
your Deferts, that he is inclined to
think as favourable of you as myfelf.
He is not, however, entirely difpofed
to conform to your Defires. He
complains that your Love detains
you here too long, and caufes you
to negle@ your Affairs; for you
know, that the Views of this good
Man are entirely lucrative ; therefore
if you would completely obtain his
Favour, abfent yourfelf only for a
few Weeks, and I will not fail to
improve your Abfence to your Ad-
vantage; bygiving him tounderftand
that you no longer think and a like
2 giddy young Man, but extend
your Vices to Futurity, and that you
are lefs anxious for the Succefs of
your Love, than for the Prefervation
and Improvement of your Fortune.

And
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And I doubt not, but this Remon-
ftrance, which I fhall often: repeat,
will effe¢tually remove his Objec-

tions.

Oh! my reverend Father, cried
Don Lewss, how greatly am I in-
debted to you, fince it is to you
alone I thall owe this Happinefs of my
Life. You fee, replied the Friar, that
this Abfence which Iadvife is foryour
Felicity; but, before your Departure,
make a Vifit to Don ¥arnes, acquaint
him thatyour Affairs at home require
your Attendance; and I doubt not

but I thall in a little Time have good
News to tell you.

Don Lewiss wanted Words to ex-
prefs his Acknowledgment. He
took Leave of his zealous Advocate,
recommending to him his Caule.

And how could he 1ntruit it in better
Hands!

But
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But now let us difimifs the cres
dulous Don Lewss, and return to
Don Sebaftian, who will not long
trouble Father Gregory with his Im-
portunity.

The artful Friar gave him to
underftand, thatit was proper to go
to his Parents at Toledo, and engage
them to write to Don Varnes, 1n his
Behalf; and that fome Perfons of
Diftinétion thould alfo write to him;
and that they fhould not omit to
mention in their Letters a full Ac-

count of his prefent Fortune, and
future Expectations.

But a Motive, which alone might
induce him to depart, was, that the
Friar gave him his Word of Honour
(which muft certainly be of great
Moment) that in a Month’s Time
he thould have {ucceeded, either in
{ubduing the Heart of Frliciana, or

engaging
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engaging Don Varnes to force herto
Obedience.

Thus Don Sebaffian thought
himfelf fecure of Happinefs either

from Authority or Inclination. But
before a Fortnight was elapfed, he
was convinced of his Error.

No fooner had he arrived at Tole-
do, than his Parents, by whom he
was tenderly beloved, wrote to Don
Varnes, in the very Terms he dic-
tated. They were imparted to
Father Gregory, who; to forward
his own Defigns, advifed Felictana’s
Father to force her to comply, m

ipight of all Refiftance:.

His Advice was punctually follow-
ed.FelicianareceivedOrderstoengage

herfelf to Don Ferdinand; and only
eight Days were allowed her to con-

fider of 1it..
Alarmed
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Alarmed with this cruel News the
thed abundance of Tears, but tono
purpofe. Overwhelmed with Grief
at her Father’s Infenfibility, fhe
made Application to the holy Father
to protect her.

It is all over with me! my good
Father, faid the, my Ruin 1s deter-
mined! A cruel unrelenting Parent
has fentenced me to pafs my unhappy
Days in Defpair, by forcing me to
wed 2 Man who will ever be the
Object of my Averfion.

Well, my dear Child, anfwered
this hypocrital Friar, Heaven now
prefents you with an Opportunity to

difplay your Virtue. I muft confefs,
added he, this is a very great Mor-

tification ; but confider, the Kingdom

of Heaven 1s to be won only by
Violence,

Indeed,
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Indeed, my reverend Father, ]
can never make this Sacrifice tomy
Duty: Prote&t me therefore from
the Misfortune that threatens me;
pity my Tears; give me this laft
Teftimony of your Bounty; employ
the Intereft you have in my Father’s
Heart, by hindering him from ma-
king me a Sacrifice to his Ava-
rice.

Say nomore, anfwered he; Iam
affeCted to fuch a Degree, that there
is nothing I would not do, to thew
you how much I have your Happi-
nefs at Heart. But, alas! I am fo
well acquainted with your Father’s
In-entions, that 1t would be to no
purpole to attempt to alter them.
Hovrever, continued he, a Thought's
cc:ne into my Head.—But ftopping
{hort, he fard, I muft not follow
the [ :cistes of my Inclination, lett
ny Zeai to ferve you thould prove
my Deitrution. Dear reverend
Father, cried the, let me conjure

6 you



[ 95 ]

you not to abandon me to my fad
Fate! my only Hope 1s in you.

I will not conceal from you, re-
ply’d he, that you perplex me more
than you imagine; but, my dear
Child, I am interefted in the Sal-
vation of your Soul; and would
you not greatly endanger it by being
obliged to pafs your Life with a
Hufband, who, far from meriting
your chafte Love, might be the
Objet of your Indifference, or, even
of your Hatred; fo that I hope that
God will profper the Defign he has
infpired me with in your Favour.
You thall hear it, added he, and
then you will be able to judge,
whether any Danger can deter me,
when your Intereft is in view. I
will engage mylelf to bring you into
the Arms of Don Lew:s, whoie
Wifdom I have experienced. I will
accompany you in your Flight. This
will without Doubt excite your Fa-

ther’s
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ther's Anger, but I fhall find it no
very difficult Matter to appeafe it.

O! my good Father! cried the
credulous Felictzana, my whole Life
thall be employed in teftifying my
Gratitude. You will thank me, re-
plied this Montfter of Iniquity, when
I have fecured your Happinefs. Let
~ us only deliberate on the neceflary
Meafures for the Execution of our
Defign. Firft, get Pofleffion of as
much Money as you are able to
carry; then come to me, and I will
give you a Letter to a Woman, at
whofe Houfe you muit conceal your-
{elf for one Day. Your Father,
alarmed at your Abfence, will doubt-
lefs imagine that Don Leaw:s has
carried you off.

As foon asIthink he is acquainted
with his Misfortune, 1 will make
him a Vifit. He is old, infirm, and
{o taken up in his Affairs, that he
will be unable to purfue you. I

] will
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-will therefore offer to go in queft of
‘your pretended Ravither, and will
engage to reftore you to the Arms
of your Father, who will not refufe
me any Sum I fhall afk, for the
Profecution of my Proje&t. I will
then come to you, and we will take
the Advantage of the Darknefs to
conceal our Flight; and that we
may not be in fear of Difcovery, I
think it 1s neceflary you thould take
an Habit of our Order, which I
have already left for that Purpofe at
the Woman’s to which I fhall dire&
vou. See whether you can fubmit
tor a few Days to pafs for a young
Brother Novice.

The tender Feliciana immediately
complied with this Propofition ; and
knew not how {utficiently to thank
her dear Dire€or for all the Pains
he had been at, to Mmatch her from
the Misfortunes which threatened
her. But, alas! little did the expect
thofe that were to befall her. She

F had
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had juft received her Eeflon, and
was unfortunately but too exal iy
putting it in PraCtice. |

It may be imagined that Father
Gregory. did not, on his Part, neg.
lect any Meafures to perpetrate his
Defigns. He {et out -at Midnight,
with his lovely Devotee, in the Form
of a Francilcan Frar, and took the
Road for England. But his Journey
was not {olong as he expelted. After
having made a Day’s Journey, he
ftopped in a little Village, when he
would fain have paffed a Night with
his pretended Brother. They told
them at the Inn where they alighted,
that they had but one Room fu
them; at which Feliczana appeardd
extremely forry, but the perfidiou:
Monk rejoiced 1n fecret.

By his Behaviour to his young De-
votee, he fought to ditpel her Chag-
rin; and during the whole Repait,

did not fail frequently to congratulate
her,
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her, on the Happinefs of feeing her-
felf fhortly in the Arms of -her
Lover.

The Repaft ended, he propofed
eoing to Bed. Though there were
two Beds, the was extremely unwil-
ling to undrefs herfelf. Her pious
DireGor was not at all pleafed with
her fcrupulous Behaviour, and re-
proached her for it in the fevereft
Terms. What could Feliciana do
then but oblige him; but how dear

was fhe about to pay for her Com-
plance?

Sleep had no fooner clofed her
Eyes, than fhe became the unfor-
tunate Victim of her Companion’s
Brutality ; nor could all her Efforts
defend her from his Violence, f{ince
the ftrove in vain to efcape trom the
Arms of this perfiduous Monk, be-

fore he had compleated his infamous
Defires.

I 2 Ahandoined
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Abandoned to the moft poignant
Grief, aFlood of Tears flowed from
her Eyes; and what contributed to
her Defpair was, that fhe forefaw
that themuftexpe further Violence.
But Heaven, the juft Avenger of
fuch Crimes, was about to take her

Caufe 1n Hand.

After the had been a fecond Time
abufed by her vile Affociate, who,
in order to appeafe her, promifed
within the Space of twenty four
Hours, to bring her into the Arms
of her Lover; they mounted the
Chaife together about break of Day;
but their Journey was very fhort.
They had bhardly travelled two
Leagues, when they perceived at a
Diftance three Cavaliers, who were
coming towards them, and whom
they could not avoid mceting, other-
wife than by returning the fame
Way they came. A fecret Prefage

acquainted Feliciana that thofe were

Defenders
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Detenders whom Heaven had
brought to her Deliverance.

She was extremely overjoy'd to
(ce them approach; but how was
(he furprized when they came near
cnotigh to be diftinguifhed ? Could
any Rencounter be more fortunate!
Tt was Don Lewss himfelf, attended
by two Servants. ‘Iranfported- be-
vond Meafure, the held out her Arms
to him, and would have leap’d et
of the Chaile to his Embraces. Ge-
nerous Don Lewss, cried the, do
benold you again.— She could fay
no more.— 1 hie Wretch who accom-
panied her, held one Hand before
her Mouth, and taking his Poniard
11 the other, he threatened to facri-
fice her to his Fury, if fhe uttered a
(ingle Word more.

Moniter, cried the unfortunate
Don Lewss, jumping from his Horfe,
:;I:u‘mﬁd with  Feliciana's Danger,
waat Rage tranfports vou? either

i 2 qUit
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quit that murderous Weapon, o:
the Effufion of your Blood fhall be
the Chaftifement of your Crimes.
Well then, replied the ferocious
Monk, come and take your Lover,
but it fhall be weltering in her Blood
that I will reftore her to you: In
pronouncing which Words, the
Villain plunged the Poniard in her
Bofom, and then turned his guilty
Hands upon him{elf; but Don Lewsis,
who was willing to preferve him for
a more ignominious Death, haftily
difarmed him, and hindered him
from putting an End to his Life;
he then ordered his Servants to bind

him.

During this Time Feliciana was
weltering in her Gore; her difcon-
folate Lover then made hafte to ftop
the Bleeding, by binding up the
Wound, which was happily not
judged mertal. The Surgeon of
the Villaze the came from, who

vifited her, pronounced jher able to
{uftain
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fuftain the Fatigue of the Journey
.s far as Cadrz; thither fhe was re-
condué&ed by her Lover, from whom
(he thought fthe ought not to difguife
the Violence that had been com-
mitted on her Honour. Torments
were therefore neceflary to extort
2 Confeflion from Father Gregory.
The Monks, his Brethren, in vain
reproached him. He was delivered
into the Hands of Juftice, and ina
few Days condemned to lofe his Life
upon a Scaffold, where he was rack’d
alive upon the Wheel.

The Misfortune which had hap-
pened to the unfortunate Feliciana
was not able to diminith the Affec-
tion of Don Lewis; he would have
married her, but fhe thought it
more prudent to bury in a Nunnery
her apparent Difgrace; and fhe was
no fooner recovered of her Wound

than fthe put her pious Defign into
Execution.
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