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It is important though that we take into consideration why we
will be focusing on the state level as oppose to the federal level.
First off, drug abuse and control has always been the
responsibility of the State and the federal government only just
recently intervened with the policies that accompanied the “War
on Drugs.” As Figure 2 shows, different states have vastly
different racial disparities which demonstrates, contrary to
Alexander’s view, that drug control is still largely in the hands of
the state authorities. Secondly, if in fact mass incarceration is
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eCrack-cocaine, the most addictive form of cocaine that is
smokable, was considered to be an African-American drug
and anti-cocaine laws in the 1900s clearly had harsher

Marijuana: (n=6,933); 27.8%

Figure 3. This is a chart from the Wisconsin Adult Corrections
Program Information Paper 56.
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convictions for crack-cocaine than pure powder cocaine.
A S RN ¢ E. '.

, . k

The United States Census Bureau and the BJS both proved to be

inconclusive, in respect to Latino drug violation data. However, the

Wisconsin Department of Corrections did at least provide some

Drug Type information, although it was not particularly useful. They reported that for
powder Cocaines (m-0dy. 32.8% Males 53% were White, 43% were Black, 3% were American Indian or
- American Native, and 1% were Asian or Pacific Islander. Additionally, for
females they reported 65% were White, 29% were Black, 5% were

“ 0 American Indian or American Native, and finally 1% were Asian or Pacific
gfhffnzphg}fjfliiw Islander. Of all of these totals they reported 9% were of “Hispanic .
Origin” (cite D.O.C). Although they did include a statistic that was inclusive for a list of references and related work.

of the Latino/a population, it is a bit troubling that the D.O.C did not even

bother to at least divide Latino by gender like the rest of the percentages.
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birth to the War on Drugs in an effort to win the votes of
Southern Democrats.
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