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!!ai;fnﬂ:;dweﬂnﬁnuehnmrtlo,md Clodio was kﬁlmld'hu'bul
in hig phantafy. J
fan without bei ferved by him, . mwnm&% the
afforafice that Ozaad referabled his fifter, to conceive a fufficient
mq for him. Hzmrm certain we might efteem ourfelves of
ing in our projet, we cancerted the double ndvmtm, which
has términated fn favorably to our wifhes. Ofi s affeltions
were &h) to his future confort as a ftatue; C'hdm wis
m of Naomi as a Sylph. The year which you, my fon,
in your jourscy, gave me fufficient time for 'all my pre-
H: P:g'n d;frrhe fmeﬁr near my m.nﬁﬂnmvrls
into the dwelling fed fairy, and ¢ ion,
Hilch after thy return was the ufus wﬁdm:e?ﬁkmﬁzn
efl among the furrounding gardens, that Naomi eould per-
fm’n het dduble chara&ter withont difficulty; and your fuppofition
that a fpot' like this could not have remained unknown without
magie, "was conﬁ.rmed by all the houfeheld having the frifteft in-
junétions to 5 ignarance, whenever your cuno%ry impelled you
to make an enquiries r:fp:&mg the wondrous place.™  “ As'for .
them él. contdined 2 fleepmg potion; was onu veyed there by
" faid Naomi, who had arrived with Matilda at :hc caftle in
l:h%mﬁ. jult after Ofmandy, and leard beft part of their difcourfe.
# And that there has been no forcery in the proceedings at the
enchianted taftle,” continued fhe, with a (mile, * Clollio will be
convinced, when he receives this magic feat, together with the

ers;ngnnn,dm 'ua;aat?frl':;}‘.ﬁ Py " hitt...‘ pany the
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PHANTOM OF THE GROTTO,

-—C P

" BOUT the diftance of three miles frem the Bl::k Foreft, in
Germany, was once fitudted a frong free-booter’s hold, which
was occupied {’ a koight named Wilibald ; he was the flower of

free-booters, and the terror of 2l who ventured along the roads,
T -moméent his fword was girt about his loins, and his fpun
tinkled at his beels, his heart was fiecled to bloodfhed and to rapine,
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He accounted pillage and | among the priviléges of his order;’
fo be fell upon the efs traders and co people without
wis feized with'

mercy. = At the word, * Wilibald is at hand,”
confternation and horror; the peafints flocked into the furified

towers, and the watch-guard upon the tower founded. their bugles,

to warning of ths 5 .
ot at home, this dwmbm was as le as a lamh; the
of mailters, and the fondeft of hufbands. wife was a perfeét
pattern of wirtue and goql conduft, She loved her huthand, and
fuperi led her houfehold with itti diliﬁ:‘n&e} She had
broaght her hufband two danghters, whom. {he inffrufted in piety

At the foot of the caftle was a plentiful fpring, within a kind of
natural grotto, which concesled itfelf among the tangled thickets.
The fountain-head, according to tradition, was inhabited by a
nymph of the family of the Naiads. If report fpoke true, {hei:ul
been feen, on the eve of important occurrences, in the caftle.  When-
ever, during her hufliand's abfence, the noble lady wanted to breathe
a liultl;:lﬁ; air beyond the gloomy walls of the manfion, or ftole
out to exercife her charity in fecret, it was her cuftom to repair to
lhilfm‘l‘lln.

Once, when Wilibald fallied forth with his little troop, to waylay
the merchants, he taried abroad heyond the time he had Eudyfqr
his return.  ‘His affe@tionate lady, ‘alarmed at his unprecedented
delay, apprehended nothing lefs than that he had been flain in the
rencontre, or at leaft had Fallen in the encmy’s hand. Being no
longer able to endure her apartment, fhe threw her cloak over her
fhoulders, and ftole odt at the private door towards the grove, that
fhe might purlfue her melancholy ideas befide her favourite fountain.
Her eyes was diffolved in tears, and her moans, harmonized with the
melting murmurs of the rivulet, as it loft itlelf among the grafs.

As fhe approached the grotto, it feemed as if an airy phantom
hovered within the entrance; but fhe was too desply ar{nrhd in
forrow to pay attention to the vifion; and a tmnitory idea, that it
was fome illufion of the moon-light, paffed half unpercrived acrofs
her imagination. But ona nearer apmoach a figure in white was
feen to move, and to beckon her into the grotto. The report con-
eerning the inhabitant of the fpring, that was eirculated, had not

failed to reach her ears, and fhe now recognized the phantom in

white for the nymph of the fountain. She concluded that the appa-
rition denoted fome important family event + and her hufband being
1 in her thow, m the inftantly fet vp a lamentation, * Alas,
unhappy day! Ah, Wilibald, thou art po more!—Thou haft made
mie a widow, and thy poor children arc become orphans!™ ' -
While fhe lamented iu this manner, a gentle voice was heard to
proceed from the grotto: ¢ Be not stffifted ; T do mot come to an-
nounce bad ridings: approach without fear ; Tam only a friend that
wifhes to talk with thee.”” As fhe fepped into the grotto, the inha-
bitant took her kindly by the and, kilfed her forchand, feated her-
Lelf clofe befide her, and fpake ; % Welcome to my habitation,
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heloyed mortal, whofe heart is pure as the: water of my fountain,
As for me, the ul;!y favour T can mn&r‘:];nn thee is to difclofe the
fortupes of thy life. Thy kulband: is fafes. cre the morning cock .
crows thou fhalt fold him in thy anns, Do not be appeeheniive of
thy hufband, for the fpring of thy life hall be dried np hefore his,
But thou wilt firlt bear him a davghter.  The balunce of ber fate
is qudg_mifni between higpinels and mifery . PO

Matilda was.decply affefted, when fhe heard that hey daughter
was to becoye ap infant orphan. She was nnable to, fuppicis her
tears. . The Naiad,. decply touched by ker forrow, epdeayaured to
compole her mini s * Be not afflicted 5 when thou st longer able
to tend thy infant, 1iwill difcharge the mother's office, on couditiony
that I am chefen one of her god-mothers.  Be carcful st the fame
time to bring me back fafe, the baptifimal gift which I dhall leave
with her, '%'h'u.wu no offer to be rejefied, The Naiad took a
fmooth. pebble out of the rivulet, gndgnw: it.to Matilda ; i
her, at the proper feafon, to fend one of her damtels to throw it into
the fountain-head, as a fummons to attend the ceromony.  The ma-
tron proinifed that the injunion thould be pun&tually obferved, laid al
thefe things up in her beart, and returned to the caftle. Her pa-
tronéls liepped into the water, and vonifhed, e

, Before a year had expired, the virtuous lady communicated.to her

Jord a difcovery, which raifed in his mind the pleafing expedtation-
of the arpival of an heir male, whenin a feyr weeks fhie was delivered
of a daughter, The father would much rather have taken a boy
into his usms ; but he neverthelels rode about in high (pirits 1o.invite
his friends and peighbours to the chriftening. On the appainted day
Matilda called to her one of her trufty maids, and cl her thuss
*¢ Take this pebble; go and throw it hehind you, witheut faying a
word, into the fountain in the grotto: be careful to do exalty as [
have direéted you. *—The maid punfually obeyed the injunétion ;
and before flie retuined, an unknown lady R.z&;:cd into the spart-
ment where the company was affembled. hen the chikl was
brought out, and the prick had gone up to the font, the highet
place fell to the flranger, every one refpeétiully making way for her.
Be‘rf:c:nt,imdthp_gr fulnefs of her d > atralled eyery
eye, At Eghl of the (ranger Matilda betrayed lome emotion—She

gbably felt a mixinre of pleafure and Lnprife, at the punétuality
Kun-n by the Naiad in the performance of her engagement, The
prefents now engaged all tﬁz mother’s attention: a fhower of gold
was poured upon the nurfeling from the liberal hands of its god=
mothers. Laft of all, the unknown lady came forward with her boon.
They looked for a prefent of incftimable value from fo fpleadid a per-
fon, efpecially wien they faw her produce, and unfold with great
care, nblk ti’h which, 2s it turned out, coptained nithing but a
muk-ball, and that not the precious diug, but an imitation, turned
in box-woad—This fhe laid very careful upon the cradle, gave the
mother 3 kifs ypon the forehead, and then ‘lnimd the apartinent,

So paltry a prefent occafioned a whilper through the room, and a
laugh of Icom fucceeded j—for the fettivity of a chriftening has ig

e e T e I
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all been remarkable for its efelt i in l;rlgbmg" the L
tained t ignEerd‘hﬂﬁlé rflh‘lﬂn 5 ik :
% Erethe'intant had ’kym-
'ihc wzh dl, and
g wﬂ:uumly, ﬂnl ﬂw hém time to thigk of mmnk-.

g‘;ﬁhhu‘k Jeis “could q:f. for the advantige of lulzulf
ilda, n:mﬁn% o ‘the dm&m ‘her é:::mue& Wilily

fortunately a hthhdgomua rhamenr, and wiy
revent h with hig
ing ﬁu’p’,,dma:cuuntoi’kgruehfdhﬂrmdf
llj pdloffhe himfelf. . mfmuthﬁﬁonm

hitower was aware of his lord%’ approach; hé blew s
I.\'uﬁuf, to ‘dnnounce His arrival to'the pesple in" the cagtle ; 5“ he
tlui ot blow a'chéarful note, as on former oécafions. Thed draw-

bridge fdl, hie caft sn eager look info the court-yand, where he
Biheld' the fymbol of a déad body fet out befure thi door; and the
window-fhutters were clofed. Af the' fame inftwnt he heard tha

on of the holifehold; for ' had ‘juit placed Maril

on the bier. * At the’ head uﬁl;: : :‘;m d&c'lﬂiaughm,
coverdd with crape,  They’ were thy *thedldin, of tearg
over Btpufu\l‘mdm‘ The fi Eltlg darling’ igvu i::::lz: ihe
foot ; e -m as'yet incapible of 'feecling her lofs, and fo fhe was
em in firipping, ‘with ‘childith unconcera, the flowers that
were firewed over the dead . . This melancholy fpeftacle was
too much for Wilibald's firmnéfs s ‘he fell upon the ice-cold corple,
bedeived the wan checks with his tears, prefed wzﬂl his quivening
lips againft the mouth, and gave hsml’elf‘ up without r:fern 10
the bitternefs of forrow.

It has been remarked, that the moft violent feelings wche

eft in their dul:amn.d Auonlingl; m&mdomr felt r‘hr. krd aof o
row grow lighrer e, =, and’m a onrumenwrt:mw L.'\nng
uf re;nimngg'hm Inhlz byg:‘l':cand wife,  The ot of his choice

a ‘foung damlel, the very aatit of the g;ntle Matilda,
Tllem hady ddlﬁhh‘d in pomp .and “parade ; ber extravarance
knew no t s and caroufals without number;
her fruitfulnefs peo E:! houfe with 2 _pumerous progeny, The
daughters of the fir} muriage’ were difregarded, and they yery
foon wére put away out of fight and ont of mind.  The two elder
fiftérs were placed i a‘nunnn-y. and Little M:ufdz bangﬁml to 3
rentote comer of the houfe, no wmore to'intrude upon her ftep-mo-<
ther's notice,  As this vain woman was utter] awrﬁs to all houles
hold affairs, her want of economy rofe tw, itch, , ghaﬂht.
found herfelf frequently under the néceflity of dtl’pmlgn
fitories of her predeceiior, Happeiiing one day to be in gml: F—
trefs, fhe mmmgcd every drawer for u[mlhleu hhtl'z:ut

a private compartment in an’ old eltrutoire, and
el 4 'ﬁ?w‘“ﬁfﬁ"ﬁ“} oK “‘
eye 3

Iets, uﬂ:khm, bc’lgl:, ‘and the whole tluﬁlmm “‘dmmkmhnﬁdu.
She examined article by article, and ‘calculated in idea how much
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sttfeM,a.u[dah nndtnlpph on the grals-plat immedis
atcly below. | &upgptqu ball ﬂg Iffl fhe E.lg
witha child's eagernefs a; :h: m.w _y-{
amufemerit for feyeral day: hm[ its llt muld
hot yut with jr. -u[.of hu'mn ;:and; OM: fummer” ;

o e :}" X
Illﬁ

olling it before. nning afterit : ance,fhe.
o'l Elsr. tand it tz::’h]ed‘ ::.o lbg waters. ' Inumediately 'a femals,
beantiful as in aogel, appmeJ-m vi.w. The Nymph accofted her
if the moft éagaging terms; ¢ Benot afiaid, my dictke deary”
is thy play-thing that fell into the wsm TheLight of it sq
the child tawands hers Mﬂw ber upind r
E’ genﬂ to her bofom, and bedewed her face s-nh tgars. ‘f
n, il the, 'Ihmpmmu'dm be
here to fee me,  ‘Thou wilt alppﬁ e i tb
l'b Irpw !'Ilmw:ngm-pgbhi: into.the fountain. thy my
w ‘the utnoft + be fure never;pls with it an mn?n "thoy
ity for fome time or other, it will fulfill three of thy withes,
Mhen thou art grown a bittle bigger, 14l el din mpie,  She,
above all things, enjoined her filence. Soon afterwards the murls

m?d, gnd the Nymph wias gaoe,
3 !her'ﬂkmghll wu-;‘;:aw turned mw:nl;;ig&mu;r rW‘hm.
ever thie weather penwitted,: fhe propeled.a w T8 3 perin-
€endant conld O nuthmg, Fgcho‘m having always been the fa,
Wurﬁ‘k retreat of e gratified ber withes (o, much 1he
more Ei‘tﬂﬁ;ﬂy. Matilda al'w:yl contrived fome pretext for fend-
-away nurle; po fconer was her back fairly tumed, thin {he
ﬂlappcd 3 pebble’ into fpring, wihich inftantly | precured ber
company of h:r & ner. . The Naiad was not only her
but, likewile her infrufticis in uu_f fn
mate atmmp‘hﬂulfln and fhe was ttudious to formy: iﬂ'
l'ﬂ'oﬂll tiern of hir hﬂ.l;:; ?‘mhuhm S i
e day the Ny ET. a in =ru'an,
reclindid hiey head l?p‘oﬂ‘u her fhoulder, and: d.n.qlh)ui o m fond-
Ml’i, ‘that the you hi.ﬁ_hu;nu]d not refrain;tram (h
her hand, aaﬁ p it in filence againit hier lips.
gtﬁdﬂ.’;&:d fhe, ¢ dl:;n wee, l'nik.lwmﬂ':ink Ihﬁtﬁaﬂ:; lut
tears gmigons, of thy fate. fad revolotion pwa
foutrels, the proyver whety bis ﬁythe,u' the welt wind whm
O\h'llk'ﬂpp ¢ of the corn-field, I be deblate and foslom,
m_go forthiig fnch water from uy {pring, and res
tlr.m with, 'pll: :ﬂ. then remember that calamity is at
3”’ the mufk-ball, which will Fulfill three of
mﬂau, but do, m Iguandn away this privilege heedlelsly.
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Fare thee well ;. we meet no more at this (pot.”  $he. then inffrofed
bes, ward in, another magic property of her ball, which might be
{eryigeable to her in.time of need.  Ong, evening; about the feafon
of .corn hatyeft, the maids that went om for water rcturned. pale
and affrighted, wi ir pitchors; empty 5 their testh chattered,
and every, limb quivered 2z ik they were hakeq'by an < The
lady in white," they ieported, ©is fitting, befide the well, eriaging

hands_in. great. afhiction.’ Curhl%z. carried feveral our to

tme or falle, Thy

examine whether the repart was. y - faw the fama
parition; helets they muitered. up counige (o apgronch. the
dunla’ut, but as: they ¢ neayr, the phantom. was; gnoe,  Many

interpretdtions were.atteinpted, but no.one fell upan the true impare
of the fign: M ilda alone was prisy to it; but fhe held ber peacay
in compliance ofithe Naiads, . She repaiced, dejected to ber chamber,
whare - e fate, in feacful  expetition of the- things that werd
to come to pafs, : 1 .
Wil hddn%alenmd by this time into a mers woman’s tool
he could never fausty bis wife with enough of robbery and plunders
‘When there was a want of money oc praxifions, the broad-whee
waggans and, the rich bales of ‘the Veneri afforded 3 ever-faile
ing relource.. . Outraged at thefc conumual depredations, the genes
raf dettrmined upon, Wilibald's defeuction; finee remons
firances and admonitions were of ng ayail, | Before he would: be-
ligge theywere in camwelt, the banness of thewongiels were pifplayed
before his caftle-gate, und nothing was Jett. him. bt the rrﬂslut'wn e
fell hig life as dear as. polfible, The guns thartered the baflions g
on both fides, the crofs-be did their utmoft : a Maft, diic d
in.a lucklefs: moments pierced Wiliball's. vizor,, and h‘.ﬁ’
in his.brain. . Gueac dilmay fell upon. his, party, at the Jofs of theip
undayyted leader: and the enemy feized the opportunity. for makip,
an affault: they clamberad over the walis, carriod, the g2 muﬁ
fmote cvery living thing that came in, their way with |g:udg| of
the fword : they did pot fpare. even the exira t wife, nor her
helplefs children. The caftle was campletely ranfacked, then fer
on.fise and levelled with the. ground, fo that not one ftane was, left

upon another, 5ol 1 & 6 ’
During the alarm;, Marilda had barricadoed;her doors in the ﬁ
maaner fie was able, and tock poft, at, her l!iﬂiqmlmim ia the n
of the loule; and finding that bolts-and hars weze not likelys to
afford any fecntity,, the put onher vell, and they tirned her mulk.
balithrice rotnd, and repeated the wonds theyNaiad had taught bers
She now came down flairs, and pafled unperceived thiough, the
confulion of ﬂzuﬂaw. She did not quit her patprnal mof withe
decp forrow of heart, which was much aggravated by her being
ata lofs whichy way to take, She haftened from the fcens of car
nage and, desolation,- till her delicate feet. refuled o ferya b
. Jonger, The falling of night, togsther with. eétreme.
contigained her to 1ake wp ber lodging at the fopt-of,
the apen fiekds.  She tumed afide her head 1o 1ake a Fire:
and to breathe her lait blefing on the place whire fhe'
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the years of her du]dhwd, when, behald, the fky apnﬂ.ml all bl
red; from this fign fhe conclided that the refidence of ker father b
become a to the flames ; fie turned away her face from this
id le, heartily withing for ‘the Wour when the fp:l:klmg
ftars fheuld dm!'h::d l‘]l;di:wnhpc P ﬁ‘o‘: the eaft, “ Ere r.hc
mo on heér wind ﬁgﬂmﬁ
mu ata ull;gc. where 2’ com: amﬂmhgp ds“
her in, dnd recroited her firength with a flice of bread and a bowl
of milk. With this woman fhe bartered her cloaths in éxchinge for
meaner app;ul, and then joired a company of carriers. lfnhcr
fhe had o other refource than to feck a place in
fome family j but, as this ‘was not the feafon for hiring fervants, it
was a lor, time befare fhe could find employment.
Count Eonnd, a knight of the order of knights templars, had ‘2
Elzum the city, where Matilda had taken her refidence.
s abfence Mrs. Gertrude, the houfckecper, bore fovercign fiway in
manfion, She raifed fuch an alarm wherefoever flie moved, that
thgmuhdmld the rattling of her keys s much as children do
hobgablins, Saucepansand heads fuffered alike for her ill-bumours
when no iles were within yeach, fhe would wicld her bunch
arm, and beat the fides and Mouldess of her
&:b:ltmshla,:kanlblu Oncdz&lkhddminﬂ:mdhn'nﬁm

of correétion fo rigorouly, that
confent ltmuthilmq‘;n&nt that the gentle Matilda approached

berzhﬁ
fha, faften ln-zdhcr fthoulder, as if fhe
pe.lrj‘ Wbeﬁd umn hair was covered with a large
mrfecap mdlbe!nd anointed her face and hands, in imitation
hlﬂupp}u,wnhmccofwdmhuh Mother Gertrude, who
on the bell ring, poked her head out of the window, was
mfuumnﬂuafthc‘f.ngllhrﬁgmnlhm,mhm
“WMHRM?WWMMM:!MU&::!MRM
R iy
tilda by name; T am a flout can , n,lm
ﬁm,blzakg andbm;smhouﬁ Eﬂ

houfekeeper, | all thefe im| Eﬁmw opened
her door to the nul—br:!m rhgm, uJ gave hr?:]ﬂmlmg in nl‘mﬁ'.

m Mmfunbﬁdﬁnﬁm&hnﬁy
Ag:ut thcﬁllng nf;du,- ﬁr& fm,wrho&kupa' had the
of her'lord; who foon

I&rwud: mad: his lyyumn fol]n-wtd by a train of fervanes, a
troop of horfes, and a loud cry of hovnds. Tbrmnuloflhe
Tu-phz maifed Fittle curiofity in Matilda; her work in the kitchen
ﬁ:ﬂ fo upon her hands, that'he had not a moment to. gnr:
accidently pna‘ed o bk’ Gt By Sppcmanie Liniicd Rafapie
r, and his ‘appesrance atiens in
her bofnm, to which it Had hithiesto been @ ffranger, She bebeld a
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x man, whole beauty exceeded the fairct of her dreams.  The
Earkﬂng of his eye, the good humour that lightened up his features,
is flowing hair,ezllf concealed h{ the plumes that overthadowed his
foldicr's hat, his firm ftep, and the grace of his whole demeanour,
aéted fo powerfully on her heart, that the blo:d moved with increfed
welocity along her veins. _ She now, for the firft time, feit the de-
ed ftation to which an untoward fate had reduced her, and this
entiment was an heavier load than the |:|_rge pitcher. The handfome
knight hovered before her imagination day and uight: fhe was con=
tipually longing to fee him ; and whenever Mhe heard him crofs the
court-yard, fhe was fure to diftover a want ol water in the kitchen,

and ran with the pitcher in her hand to the well; though the cavalier ~

mever once beftowed a glance upon her,

Conrad feemed to exilt merely for the purpofe of pleafire. He
attended every banquet and rejoicing in the city ; but Mifs Matilda
had no fhare in the feflivity : fhe fate all day in the finoky kitchen,
aad wept till her pitiing eyes became fore, conftantly bewailing the
caprice of fortune, which heaps aﬂvﬁ:ﬁoﬂ of the fy‘l of life over
ter favourites, while from others greedily fnatches every inftant
of cheerfulnefs. Her heart was heavy fhe knew not why; for fhe
had no fufpicion that love had taken up his abode there,

The eramoured Matilda formed projet after projest, till at laf
fhe fell upon a fcheme to realife the andell' of her dreams.  She had
Rill her godmother the Naiad's mulk-ball fafe: fhe had never felt
any defire to open it, and make an effay of iupowcnognﬁfy her
withes. She now refolved to try the experiment.  The citizens had,
about this time, prepared a fi W banquet, in pli o
the Emperor, on the birth of his fon. The rejoicings were to cons
tinue three days. Each day there was a tournament, and a rich prize
for the victor: each evening the moft beautiful damfels danced with
the knights till break of day. Count Conrad did not fail to attend
thefe feltivities.

Matilda had come to the refolution of fallying forth in queft of
pdventures, on this occafion, After fhe had the ki
and every thing was quict in the houfe, fhe retired to bell.
chamber, and, wathing away the tawny vamnith, called the I
rofes of her complexion into new bloom.  She then took the mufk-
ball in her hand, and wifhed for a new Bown, as rich and elegant ag
fancy could form, with all jts appurtenances. On ferewing off the
top a piece of -filk iffsed cut, expanding itfelf, aod Tultling all the
:Eile. On examination it proved a full drefs, fitted up with
every litde article: the gown fitted as exaltly as if it had beeg
caft on her body, Her vanity was fully gratified, as fhe took a
furvey of her dréfs, and fhe was perfeftly content with herfelf, Ace
cordingly fhe did not defer a moment longer the axecution of her
firatagem. She thrice whirled round the magic hall, faying, < Each
eye be drowned in fleep.” Inflantly a deep flumber fell u the
whole houfchold, not excepting the vigilant houfekeeper. Matilda
plided in 2 moment out o lhthwﬁ.n pafied unleen along the freeps,
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and ftepped into the hall-room with the air of one of the Gracesg
aud the charming new figure raifed great sdmiration among the
company. Among the noble knights, who crowded to take a peep
of the unknown damiel, the Count was far from hindmoft. He wat
nothing lefs than a woman-hater ; and, though an exa connoifleur
in the fex, he thought he had rever beheld a fwecter perfon. Heap-

roached, and eng:lstd her to dance. She modeftly prefented her

and, and danced with enchanting clegance. Her nimble feet fearce
touched the floor, and the eafe and gracefulnefs of her movements
fet every eye in rapture, Covnt Conrad pa’d his heart for bis part-
fer. e no more quitted the fair dancer. He faid as many fing
things, and pufhed his fuit with as much zeal and earneftne(s as the
moft enamoured of our heroes of romance. Matilda was as little
miltrefs of her own heart: fhe conquered, and was vanquiflied in hes
turn, Her firlt eflay in love was crowned with foccefs equal to her
fondeft withes. It was not in her-power to keep the fympathy of
her” feclings concealed beneath the cloak of female rt('eyr‘ve. The
enraptured Count foon perceived that he was no hopelefs lover; his
chief anxicty arofe from his entire ignorarce of his charming part-
ner ; and how to profecute his fuit, unlels he could difeover where
fhe lived. But on this fubjeft all enquiries were in vain : fhe eluded
every queftion, and after all his efforts he could only obtain a pro-
miie that fhe would make her appearauce at the next night's ball.
He thought to outwit her, in cafe fhe fhould forfeit her word, by
poiting all his fervants on the look-out to dog her home..

"The dawn had already peeped, before fhe could find an opportunity
of {lipping away from the knight, and quitting the room. Rut no
fooner The pafled the door, than fhe turned her mufk-ball thrice
round, and repeated her fpell: by thefe means fhe got to her chamber,
in fpite of the Baron's night-birds, whe did not catch a glimpfe of
her, though they were hovering in every firect.  No fooner had fhe
fhut the door behind her, than fhe locked up the filken l_ppml fafe
in her bex, put on her cook’s drefs, and relumed her ordinary oceu-

tions.

”erer had any day appeared fo tedious to the knight, as thae
which fucceeded the ball. Every hour feemed a week : his heart
was in perpetual '3§il:lljlﬂl ‘between .'Inngin%:m?aﬁ:ncc and appre-
kenfion, leit the infcrutable beauty fhould fail in her gement,
At the approach of cvcn'mi he equipped himfelf for the ball, with

ter magnificence than the preceding day. He was tha firft at
the resdezvous of pleaiure, where, having ftationed himfelf fo as to
command the entrance, he ferutinized every one who came in with the
keennels of an eagle, expe&ting, with all t eaﬁ:ﬁ& of impatience,
the arrival of his dulcinea, The evening ftar already advanced
high above the horizon, before the young lady could find time to
setire to her chamber, and confider what fhe fhould do, whether flie
fhould extort a fecond with frem her mudk-ball, or refegve it for fome
mare important occurrence of life,  The faithful counfellor, Reafon,
advifed the latter ; but L ve enjoined the former with fuch impetucs
fitg, that dame Reafon was quite filenced. Matilda wifhed for a
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dels of rafe-coloured fatin, fo famptuoufly bedecked with jewels
that a princefs need not be athamed to wear it. The complaifant,
mufk-ball exerted its powers : the agparel exceeded the l_a,dL‘s expecs
tation : fhe performed, in high tpirits, the rites of the toilette, apd,
by the help of the talifman, arrived at the fpot where fhe was (o
anlently expefted, without having been beheld by mortal eye,  Sbe
peared far more charming than before, ‘The Count's heart bounded
for joy at the firit glimple of her perfon. A power, as irrefiftible as
the central attraftion of the globe, hurried him towards her through
the vortex ol dancers; and as be bl pow almoft given u%_dl hopes
of fecing her again, he was unable to flammer out the effulions, of
his gladnefs. In order to gain time to recover himfelf, and te
His confufion, he led her out to dance, when every couple immer
diately made way for the charming pair, .
At the conclufion of the dance, Count Conrad conduftel his
weary partner into the contiguous apartment, under the pretext of
‘offering her fome refrefbment. Here, in the tone of 2 well-beed
courtier, he fid a thoufind flattering things, as he bad done the day
before; bur the cold language of politenels inftufibly kindled iny
the language of the heart, and at laft terminated in a declaration
Yove, ¥ Confider well what you propofe,™ replied Matilda, <
tance overtake you. Fhofe-who marry in hafte, have commoanly
lafuse to repent. T am an eatire feanger: you know nothing of
my rank os (tation'y whether I wm your equal in birth and dig
ar wheiher a borrowed lufire dazzles your gyes. It is unbtcoming
a man of your rank to promile any thing li? tly + but a nobleman’s
engagements fthould be held inviola{ﬂm“ ere Connt Conrad feized
her hand, preffed it to his heart, and in the varmth of his affestion,
exclaimed, “ Yes, I pledge my knightly loneur, and engage m
faul's Glvation ta boot, weee you the meancft man's daughter, an
but a pure and undefiled virgin, I will receive you for my wedded
wife," On this he pulled nﬁi:mond ring from his finger, and gave
it her as the pledge of his truth ; and took in retorn the Arft kifs
trom her chafte untailed lips, and thus proceeded & ** Tliat you may
entertain no fufpicion of my purpole, ; inwite you three days hence
to my houfe, wheee T owill appoint my friends, knights, and nables,
to be witnels of our union.”  Muatilda reifted this propofal with 3!l
‘her wuight : fhe was not fitisfied at the galloping rate at which the
knight's love procesded ; and fhe was determined to prove the con-
ﬂ‘u:u{L of his affeftion. He did not ceale ta prefs her to cénfent,
but the 11 neither No nor Yes. The company did not break up
before the dawn of day. Matilda vagithed ; and the #eigh:, who
had sot enjoyed one wink of fleep, fummoned the ‘vigilant houfe-
Keeper betimes and gave her orders to prepare a fumpiious feaft on
the day appointed, - ‘
Matilda had fo many fowls to pluck, draw, and fkewer, that fis
was obliged to give up her night's reft: yet e did nat grudge her
labour, well knowing that IEA banquet was all upon her accolint.
“The bour approached § the cheerful holt flew to receive every guelt
3
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a# he 2rrived, and cvery rime the knocker founded, he imagined the
beautiful firanger was at the door, Though the gueits were alfem-
bled, the fewer lingered long before he ferved up the difhes. Conrad
ftill waited for the charming bride; but at lait, when fhe did not
:{{)&ﬁ:. he was reluftantly obliged to give the fignal for dinner,

en the guefls were feated, there appeared one cover too much ;
but no one could guels whe it was that had dithonoured the knight's
invitation, - The founder of the feuft loft his cheerfulnefs by percep-
tible gradations, and in fpite ot all his exertions it was not in his
power to enliven his guefts with the (pirit of mirth. The muficians,
who had been fommoned for the evening ball, were difcharged ; and
for this time the banquet ended without one tuneful found, in the
Houfe that had always before been the manfion of joy.

The difconcerted guelts ftole away at an unufually early hour: the

knighit longed for the folitude of h's bed-chamber ; he was impatient

an oppeortunity to ruminate at liberty on the ficklenefs of love.
‘While h's refle@tions were engaged by this melancholy fubjeft, he
tolled and tumbled to and on his bedd® with the moft intenfe
exertion of thought, he could not determine what eonclufién to draw
from the ablence of his miftrefi. The blood hoiled in his veins;
and ere he had clofed an cye, the fun peeped in through his curtains.
The fervants found their mafter in a violent paroxyfin of fever,
wreltling with wild fancies. ‘This difcovery threw the whole family
into the molt violent confrernation,

For feven long days did fecret chagrin gnaw Count Conrad’s
heart: the rofes of his ch:d&;]:erth:ldl witlfncéed. mif the ﬁm{of his
cyes was extinguifhed, Marilda e& intelli o
r_{"u that was gg:ing forward within dupf:lr's; and it cgu'f_:tl:ar nm

it between head and heart, reafon and inclination, before fhe
could firmly refolve not to hearken to the call of her beloved,” But
on the onc hand fhe was defirous to prove the conftancy of her
fuitor, and fhe hefitated on the other to extort its laft with from the
mufk-ball : for fhe confidered that a new drefs was neceffary te the
bride ; and her godmother had charged her not to lavith away her
wifles thoughtlefsly. Neverthelefs, fhe felt very heavy at heart, re-
tired to a corner, and wept bitterly. The Count’s ilinefs, of which
fhe eafily divined the feeret caufe, gave her ftill greater concern; and
when fhe heard of his extreme danger (he was utterly inconfolable.

‘The feventh day, according to the prognoftication of the phyficians,.
‘was to determine for life or death. In the murning Matilda waited,
as ufual, upon the houfekeeper, to reccive her inftruftions refpelting
the bill of fare. But Mrs. Gertrude was in tov deep tribulation to
be capable gf armanging the fimplelt matter, much lefs could fhe
segulate the important affair of dinner. Big tears rolled down her
leathern cheeks: * Ah! Matilda," fhe fobbed, *¢ we fhall all be
forced to budge: our good mafter will not live out the day.” Thefe
were forry tidings ; the young lady was ready to fink for forrow ;
fhe foon, however, recovered her fpirits, and faid, ¢ Do not defpair
of our lord’s life, he will not dié, but recover : this night I have
dreamed 2 G'M dream.™ ¢ Let me hear lhy dream, that I m:,’
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interpret ity faid the. ¢ I thought,” replied Magilda, ¢¢ that I
was at home with my mother: the good woman took me afide, and
taught me how to prepare a broth from nine forts of herhs, which
cares all ficknefs ifP;:u do but take three table-{poonfuls. Prr‘pm
this broth for thy mafter, and be will not die, but get better trom
the hour he | eat of it,"* ¢ Thy dream,” fhe faid, * is too
extraondinary to have come by chance. Go this inftant, and make
ready thy brath, and I will try if I cannot prevail on our lord to
tafte of it.” Matilda preparcd an excellent reftorative foup, with all
foris of garden herbs and coltly fpices, and when fhe had difhed it,
fhe dropped the diamond ring, given her by the knight as. a pledge
of mfmy. into the bafon, and then bade the fervant carry it up.
The patient fo much dreaded the houfckeeper's boiﬁlmusehﬁ:me,
thar he conftrained himfelf to (wallow a couple of {poenfuls. In
ftirring his mefs 1o the bottom he felt a hard body, which could
hiave no bufinels there.  He fithed it out with the {poon, and beheld,
to his aftonithment, his own diamond ring. His eye immediately
beamed life and youthful fire, to the great fatisfgpition of Mother
Gertrude, and the fecvants in waiting, he emptied the whole bafon,
with viible figns of a good appetite. They all afcribed this happy
change to the foup, for the knight had taken care to keep his ring
cuncealed from the by-ilanders, He'now turned to Mrs. Gertrude,
and enquired, ¢ Who prepared this foup for me, that reftores
my flrength, and calls me back to kfe#* < Donot give yourfelf
any concern, good fir knight, about the perfon who prepared the
foup : God be praifed that it has had the good effeft lgr which we
all of us prayed 1" This evafion was not likely to fatisfy the Count,
be gravely infifted on an anfwer to his queftion, when the houfickeeper
ave him this information: ¢ There is a young gypley, & fervant,
Jn the kitchen, fhe underitands the virtue nF:vrry herb and plant, it
was {he who prepared the foup that has dene you fo much good.!
*¢'Bring her to me this moment,'} reiumed the knizht, < that I may
thank and recompente ber fur the life the has faved.”™ ¢ Pardon
me, 1 befecch you, fir,” retuned Gestruds, * but the very fight of
her would make you ill again, She is as ugly to look upon asa
tosd ; fhe has a great bunch upen her back, her cloaths are all black
and greafy, her hands and face are bedaubed with foot and afhes,™
¢ Do as 1 order you,” concluded the Count, ** and ket me hear no
longer demurs.”* Mis. Gestrude obeyed in filence ; fhe fummoned
Matilda quickly from the kitchen, and ufhered her into the fick
chamber. ‘The knight gave orders that every one fhould retire, and
fhut the door clofe. He then addreffed ‘the gypfey,  You mut
acknowledge frecly, my girl, how you came by the ring I found in
the bafon in which my breakfaft was ferved up.” ¢ Nable knight,”
replied the damiel, ¢ I received the ring out of your own hauds 3
you prefented it to me the fecond evening we danced together at the
public rejoicings, it was when you wwrﬁ eternal love and conttancy
o me.—_Look now, and fay whether my figure or ftation deferves
that on my aceount you fhiculd fink into an carly grave, In couue
D3
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ffion for the condition to which you were reduced, I could ne
nger fuffer you to remain in fuch a miftake.” Count Comrad's
weak ftomach was not prepared for fo firong an antidote to love ;
e furveyed her in :ﬂonil{mcm, and paufed. He naturally con-
‘ceived a fufpicion, that his amour had been betrayed, and his friends
were praftifing a pious fraud to extricate him, Still, however, the
genuine ring was proof pofitive that the beautiful franger was fome
way or other concerned in the plot. He theiefure determmed to erofs-
eximine and convift her out of her own mouth: *¢ If vou are indeed,"
faid he, *¢ the lovely maiden to whom I devoted iy heart, be afftired
that I am ready to fulfil my engagement ; but take care how you
attempt to impole upen me. Reallume but the form under which
iw appeared at the ball-room, and the words which I uttered when
delivered this ring to you fhall be ficred and inviolable. “But if
you cannot perform thele requifitions, I fhall caofe you to be cor-
refted for a vile impofter, unlefs you fatisfy me how you gained
eflion of this ring.”—* Alas!™ fiid Matilda, fighing, ** if W
¢ enly the glire of beauty that has daszled your eyes, woe be to
me when time or chance fhall rob me of thefe tranfient charms; when
age fhall have fpailed this flepder fiape, and bowed me down te the
ground ; when the rofes and lilies thall fade, and this fleek ikin be-
come fhrivelled] When the borrowed form under which I now
ar, thall, as fome time it will, belong to me, what will become
your vows and promifes#*  Sir Concad was Raggered at this
{peech, which feemed much too gonbdera’e for a kitchen wench.
* Know," he replied, ¢ that beauty captivates the heart of man,
but virtue alone ‘can retain in the foft bondage of Jove,” ® Be it
fo,"" retumned the damfel ; I go to fulfil your requifitions : the
decifion of my fate fhall be left to your own heart.™
The Count fluftusted betweeen hope and the dread of a new de-
eeption, called the houfckeeper, and gave her ftriét orders, * Artend
this girl to her cl-amber, and wait at the door while fbe puts on her
clean cloaths:—Be fure you do mot ftir till fhe comes out.™ Mother
Gertrude took her prifoner under charge, without heing able to goefs
the intention of her lord’s injur&ions. Matilda afked for a bit éf
foap and dn bandful of bran, took up a wath-hand bafon, entered
her attic, and fhut the door, while the new appointed ducnna watched
on the outhide with all the punétuality that had been recommended
to her.  The Count, big with expeftation, quitted his bed, put on
his moft elegant fuit, an:fhetnok himfelf to his drawing-room, there
to ahide the final iffue of his love adventure, At length the foldin,
doors flew open of a fudden, and Matilda, arrayed like a bride, a
beautiful as a goddefs, fepped into the drawing-room. Conrad ex-
claimed, in the tranfport of a lover intoxicated with joy. *¢ Goddefs
or mortal ! whichioever you may be, behold me proftrate at your
feet, ready to renew the vows [ have already made, and to confirm
them by the moft folemn oaths, provided you do not diflain to re-
ctive this hand and heart.,* The lady raited the fuppliant knight ;
' Gently, fir knight, T pray, donot be teo rath !\'ITE your vows j

+uu behcid e hure in_my real fhape, but in all other refpefla Tam
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= utter firanger to you. You have flill the ring on your finger."™
Conrad inftantly drew it off, and it {parkled mih partner’s hand,
and fhe ncﬁgnct{herfclfm the knight. ¢ Henceforward," faid fhe,
¢ you are the beloved of my heart. T have no longer any fecret
for you. I am the daughter of Wilibald, that ftout und dauntlels
knight, whole misfurtuncs, dopbtlefs, are well known to you. I
elcaped with difficalty from the downfall of my father's houfe; and
under your roof, though in mean eftate, have T found and
prateftion.”™  She progeeded to relate the whale of her flory, without
evén fuppreffing the myftery of the mufk-ball, ~ Comvad, utterly
forgetting that he had juft been fick to death, invited fur the fol-
lowing day, all the gucfts who had been driven away by his dejec-
tion, before whom he folemnly efpoufed his bride. ‘The knight now
relinquithed the order, and celebrated his nuptials with great mag-
nificence,

The new married couple fpent their time in mutual happinefs
and innocent enjoyments, Count Conrad®s mother was fill living,
She paffed her widowhood in retirement, at the family feat, I-I‘Er
duatifol daughter-in-law had for fome time longed, out of pure flial
affeétion, to beg her blefling, and thank her for the noble (l::u whom

the had borne. ~ But the Count always fdund fome jietext for de-
clining the vifit: he now propofed, inftead, a fummer excurfion to
an eftate that had lately fallen to him, and boardered upon the grounds
belonging to Wikibalds demadliflied foruefs, Matilda confented with

great eagernefs  She rejoiced at the idea of revifiting the fpot where
fhe had {pent her early youth, She explored the ruins of her father’s
refidence ; dropped 2 duteous tear over the athes of her parents ;
walkeld to the gl:iad's fountain, and hoped her prefence would in-
duce the nynph to manifelt herfelf. Mang a pehble dropped into
the fpring-head, without the defired effelt. Eiven the mufk-hall
floated on the furface like an empty bubble, and Matilda herfelf was
fain to be at the trouble of fithing it out again. No fairy rofe to
view, although another chriffcning was at hand ; for the lady was
on the' point of beftowing om her Count one of the bleflings of wed-
lock. ﬁ: bronght fir.h a boy beautiful as Cupid ; and the joy of
the parents was [o extravagant, thar the mother would never

with him out of her arms, She herfelf watched every breath of the
Jittle innocent, although the Count had hired a difereet nurfe ty
attend the infant., But tha third night, while all within the caftle
was buried in profound fi=ep, after a day of reoicing, and a light
flumb.r had failen upén the watchful mother, on awaking fhe found
the chikl vaniflied out of her arms. She called out in a voice of
furprile and tergor, ¢ Nurfc! where have you laid my babe?!™
* Noble Iady,” replied nurfe, * the dear infant lis in your arms.”
The bed and bed-chamber were firiftly feacched, but nothing could
be found, except a lm;}mn of blood upon the floor. The nurfz,
on perccivng this, uttered a loud (cream, * God, and all his holy
faints, have mercy upon us'—the Griffin has been here, and cagried
off the child.’™ The lidy pined for the Jufs of her child till fhe be-
€ame pale d-d emaciztedy aud the father was incoafolable. Thovgh
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the belief in the Griffin did not weigh a fingle grain of muftard im
his mind, yet, n& he could not expiain accident in any plaufible
manaer, he allowed the nurfe’s prattle free range, and applied him-
Lelf to comfur his aflited wife; and fhe, out of deference to him,
who hated all (adnels, forced a chearful countenance.

Time, the afloager of grief, clofed b drﬁ:m the wound of the
mother’s heart, and love made up lLer fu y & fecond fon.  The
anxious mother would pot part with the boy ; snd dhe refifted the
influence of fleep as long as ever her (irength would permit.. When
at laft the was po longer able to refule the call of nasure, the tock
the golden chain from her neck, flung it round the infant's body, .
and faftened the other end on her own arm; fhe thea croffed hefelf
and the child, that the Grifin might have no power to hurt i, and
foon after was Overtaken by an irnefiltibie flumber. She awoke at
the firfk ray of moming, bot—horrible to tell | the fweet babe had
vanifhed out of heramns. Matlda examined the goiden chain that
was wi ruund her arm ; fbe found that enc of the links had
been cut ugh by a pair of fharp fciffars, and fivooned away at
the difcovery. - The nwife raiied an alarm in the houle, and Corirad,
upen hearing what had Hefallen bis lady, diew his fword in a trani=
port of rage and indignaticn, firmly refolved to inflict condign pu~
nifbment on the nuife,

€ Wretched woman 3" he exchimed, “ did I not give thee firi
charge to watch all night, and never once to turn afide thine eyn
from the infant, that when the monfter came to rob the fleepiag mo-
ther, thou mighiclt raife the houfe by thy outerics, and feare the
Griffin away ?  But thou fhalt now fleep an everiatting fleep.”” The
woman fell down on her knees before him : “ Yes, iny noble lord,
1 entieat you, 3s you hope for mercy herealter, to (lay me this in-
flant, that I ma; carry to the grave the horid deed mine eyes have
feen this night. .

¢ What deed,” he afked, have thine eyes beheld this night, too
borrid for thy tongue to tell?  Better confels, as becwmes a faithful
fervant, than have thy fecret extorted by the rack.” ¢ Alas|® re.
];ﬁud the woman, *¢ better the fatal fecret were buried with e in
the cold ground.” The Count, whole curiofity was only railed the
mere by fuipenle, took the woman into n.H;\rinle apartment, and
hy threats and promifes forced from her a difcovesy, which Lie would
fain have been faved the pain of making, * Your lady, fince I
muft needs difclole it, is a vile forcereis. At the dead of nigh,
when every thing was hufhed in repofe, fie feigned herfelf aflecp,
and I, without well kpowing why, did the fane. Not long after-
watds flie called ine by my name, bxt I took no notiee, and et to
breathe hard and (nove. Suppofing me to be faft afleep, flic took the
infant, and prefling it to her bafom, kified it fondly, and lifped theke
words. which I diftin@tly overheard, ¢ Child of bone, be rransformed
inta a charm to fecure me thy father's love, Now, thou littie inno-
ceity go to thy brothr, and then I will prepare, from nine forts of
herbs, and thy bones, a potent draught, which will perpetuate my
beauty aud thy futher's fondnels.'—}Having faid this, (e diew a dia-
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mend needle out of her hair, forced it throngh the infant’s heart,
held the poor innocent out to bleed, and when it had cealed fru
gling laid it upon the bed before her, took out a mulk-ball, and
muttered a few words to herfelf.  As fhe unferewed the cover, a
magic flame blazed forth, as if from a tun of pitch, and confumed
the body in a few moments.  She carefully gathéered the athes and
bones into a box, which fhe pufhed under the bed. She then, as if
fuddenly awaking, cried out in an anxious voice, * Nurfe! what
have you done with my babe* and I replicd, fhuddering for fear of
her forcery,  Noble lady, the infant lies in your arms.” Thereupon
fhe began to fhew figns of bitter forrow, and I ran out of the roum,
under pretence of ﬂng affitance. Thefe are the particulars of the
fhocking deed, which you harve forced me to difclofe.”

Count Conrad ftood as itill as though he had been petrified ; and ig
was a long time before he could utier a word, When he had a litta
collefted himfelf, he faid, ¢ What occafion is there -for the fiery
trial? the famp of truth is impreffed on your words: I feel a
fully believe that all is as you fay, Keep the horrid fecret clale
pent up in your hearr, Intrufl it to no mortal, not even to the prielt
when you confefs, I will go into the hyzna with a feigned counte-
nance; and while I embrace her, and fpeak comfort to her, be
fure to draw the box with the dead bones, and deliver it feutt_fy to
me.”"

He fte into his wife’s chamber with the air of a man firm
though deeply toushed. His lady received him with the eye whers
no guilt was depiéted, though her foul was wounded to death, She
did not fpeak, but her ¢ e refembiled an angel’s c
Compaflion foftened the fpirit of vengeance : he clafped the unhappy
mother to his bofom, and (he moiftened his garment with the tears
of her affliftion. Meantime the nurfe had taken care punétually to
perform what fhe was ordered refpefting the delivery of the horrid
refervoir of bones. It coft his heart a hard ftroggle, before he could
determine the fate of the fuppoled forcerefs, He at length refolved
to get rid of her privately, and without drawing the notice of man-
kind towards his dometlic grievances. He mounted his fieed, and
rode away, after he had given thele orders: “ When the Countels
leaves lier chamber atthe expiration of nine days, for the purpofe
of bathing, bolt the door an_the outfide, and let the fires be raifed
as high as poffible, that fhe may fink under the vehemence of the
heat, and come no more out alive.™ The fervant, who, in commaon
with the whole houfthold, adored his kind and tender lady, heard
thele orders with the utmolt {orrow and concern.  But, neverthelefs,
he was afraid to epen his lips in oppofition to the knight, on acconnt
of the' pofitive manner in w‘c}n?ch he {pake. On the ninth day Matilda
gave orders for heating the bath, Her hufband, the thought, would
not ahide long, and fhe withed, before his return, to eradicate every
veftage of her late misfortuncs. On entering the bathing-room fhie
oblerved the air to quiver for mere heat, auﬁ fhe made an effort to
[etreat, bot a vigorous arm forced her imefiftibly forwards, and fhe
mitamly heard fome without bolt and bar the door—She cried out
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for help. in yain—nobody beard 1 the fuel was now piled up high,
und the fire raifed till the furnace glowed Iike an iron furnace.

. The Countels refigned hetflf to her fate; only the odious fufpi-
tion, which fhe aﬁprehendrd had fllen her, afflifted her hj:llil
mach more than her difgracefol death, She then threw herfelf down
upon a couch to begin her lax agonies., Nature, however, on the
Approach of the evil hour, will make an invelun wy ftruggle agai
Bier diffolution. To the anguilh occalioned by the fuffocari g heat,
as the unhappy fufferer tolled and tumbled on the couch, the mufk.
ball, which %z had conftantly carried about her, fell upon the

nd. She fratched it.:agerly up, and cried aloud, O hr::d, if
it be in :h; pawer, deliver ma from a dith nourable death, snd vin-
Hicate my insccence 1™ She ferewed off the top, and the fume in- .
HBant a thick mift arofe out of the mulk-ball, and diffu itfelf
Thiaugh the whale apartment, refrefied the Countefs, fo that the op
nger felt any oppreffian.  The cloud collefted itflf into a vilible
form; and Matilds, whof: apprehenfions for ber life had now vas
mﬁo:d, beheld, to her up{pak.ublejuy, the Nymgh of the Fountain
slalping the new-barn infant to her bofom, and halding the elder
bay with her right hand.
o = Hail, my bcloved Matilda " excliimed the Naiad happy was
it for thee that thou did® not fo heedichly lavifh the third with of
thy muik-ball as the two former. Bcimkr here the two living wit-
elfes of thy innocence: they will enable thee to triwmph over the
black calumny uader which thou halft nearly funk, Hencefarwasd
the muik-ball will fulfii no more of thy wifies 3 but nothing further
‘xemains for thee ta defire; 1 will unfold the riddle of thy fate;—
Know, that the mother of thy buiband is the author of all th
ealumity The masiage of her ba proved a dagger to the heast of
that proud woman, who imagined he had fhained the honeur of his
houfe by taking a kitchen-weuch to his bed, She breathed nothing
but cucles apd cxcerations sgaintt him, and would no longer ac-
knowlcdge him for the offspring of her womb, All her thoughts
were beit an contrivances and plots to deftroy thee, although the
vigilance of thy huband had hitherto Irul!nlalLr malicious dcfigns.
She, huweyer, at laif fucceeded to clude his vigilance by means of
a tawning hypocritical nurfe.  She induc:d this woman, by the mott
liberal prumites, to take thy firfi-born child out of thy arms, while
P and calt it, like a whelp, into the water. Furtunately fhe
chole my fpring-licad for Ber wicked purpofe; and [ reccived
the boy in my arms, and lave ever fince nurfed him a5 bis mother,
the fime manner did fhe undefigningly commit to my cbarge the
fecond fon of my dear Matilda. It was this vile deceitful nurfe
who brcame thy accufir, She perfuaded the Count that thou art a
forceres,  She delivercd into his hands a box full of the bones of
doves and fowls, which he took for the remains of his chillren, and
ia confequence of this miflake gave orders to fiflc thes in the bath.
Spurred on by penitence, and an defire to countermangd this
cruel fentence, though he ill holds thee ilty, be is now on his re-
twny and in oac fbort hour thou wilt recline, with thy hongur vio-
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dicated, onhis bofom.”™ The Nymph, having uttered thele words,
ftoo to kifs the Countefs’s forehead. She then, without wait-
ing for any reply, involved herfelf in her veil of mift, and was na
more feen. Sory
Meanwhile the (ervants were exerting their utmoft efforts to revive
the extinguifbed fire. They thought they could hear'the found of
human voices within, whence they concladed thar the Countels was
#ill alive. But all their ftirring and blowing was ineffeftual, The
wood woeuld no more take fire than if theyiadp-u:an a charge of
fnow-balls, Not long afterwards Conrad rode up full ] and
eagerl uired how it fared with his de.{; The fervants informed
him. :f,ﬂhcy had beated the room right hot, but that the fire weng
fudécn!y out, and they fuppofed the Countels was yet alive. Thig
intelligence rejoiced his heart. He difmeunted, knocked at the door,
and called out throagh the key-hole, * Art thou alii‘e,'ﬁhtildti“’_‘
The Countefs replied, * Yes, my dear lord, T ami alive, and my
children are alfo alive " Owerjoyed at this anfwer, the impatietit
Count bade his fervants break open the door; he ruthed imto the
bathing-room, fell down at the feet of his injured lady, bedewed
her hands with tears of repentance, led her, and the charming pled,
of her innceence and love, cut of the dreary place of execution to
own apartment, and heard from her own mouth the true dccount of
theie tranfaftions. Enraged at the foul calumay, and thameful fa-
crifice of his infants, he iffied orders to apprehend-and fhut up the
treacherous nurfe in the bath. The fire now burned kindly, the
famesplayed aloftin the air, and foon red the diabalical ap
to alues. ;
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CERTAIN king had one fon, named Alindor, whom he had
made an accomplithed prince. A few minutes before his
teath, which took place after a long ilinefs, he addrefied him in the
following words ;:— - e
*¢'Bon, the fpirits of my anceftors beckon me to them; Iam
2gred, and it istime [ thould make room for thee. The crown, which
1 bﬂ:{ucnlh. has been a burden to my head.  Thou, my fon, wilt
wear it with joy and honour. Know, that T have lom poifefied a
treafore which enchantment has prevented me from enjoyingi but
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