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ealoufy~ Out-witted.: 

AN 

Italio11 o VEL. 

Gentleman named Gtloldin;, 
that he might not fear the 

Misfortunes to which all Huiliands 
:lre fubieCl-, determined to live a 

w 

Batchelor. SenfibIe however of 
the Attractions of Love, he had a 
moil violent Inclination for the fair 
Sex; which he found very little 
Difficulty in gratifying. An engag­
i:lg Eaie and Sprightlinefs, joined to 
a moft delightful Figure, rendered 
11im fo very amiable to the Ladies. 
that he was never fo unfortunate as 

to 
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to 6gh in vain. Each Day he made 
new Conquefts. And what did not 
a little contribute to his Succeffes, 
was, that he exercifed great De~­
·terity in concealing his amorous 
Intrigues. No Stratagems that could 
be put in Practice to feduce a Wife, 
and cheat the Vigilance of the Huf­
band, was he a Stranger to; nor 
did he fail to employ them with 
Succe[s. How numerous therefore 
Inuit have been the poor contented 
Cuckolds, who were the Dupes of 
his Ingenuity? 

He paffed his Days in this Manner 
till he attained the Age of fifty Years, 
and even then he was fa perfeCtly 
fatisfied with his way of Life, that 
he had no Thoughts of changinO' . h b It. At lengt, he beheld the fair 
Eliza, a young Lady of about twen­
ty, \vhich made a gre.lt Alteration 
in his Sentiments. He thought, 
hO'llC'ler, that without loading him­
{df \vith Chains, to which he had 

F 5 a 
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a great Averfion, it would not he 
impoffible to captivate the Heart of 
this young Lady. But Guo/dil1i was 
now become an antiquated AdolZis ; 
his Conquefts were now at an End. 
He perceived that in order to make 
his Declarations hearkened to, he 
muftproceed upon Terms of Honour. 
He had already [poke of Love, but 
fhe pretended not to underftand him; 
he {pake of Hymen, and he was 
anfwered. In 1110rt, Guoldilli ven­
tured into a State of Life, which 
had fOffilerly appeared {o very dan­
gerou~ to him. Now we ihall fee 
whether he will avoid the Misfor­
tunes which he had heaped upon 
many others. 

About a Fortnight after they were 
"married, his Wife. of whom he 
11ad not yet conceived the leaft Jea­
loufy, received a Letter from one 
of her Relations, of whom lhe was 
a Confident. This Letter inclofed 
a Billet, which the was to convey 

to 
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to a young Lady, who was the Ob­
jeCt of her Relation's Pamon. It is 
"necefiary that I 1bould recite this 
Letter, that ~he Reader may judge 
of Gualdiizi's jealous Fury, when 
this Lei:ter fell 'into his Hands. 

The following is the Billet from 
Eliza's Relation, to his Beloved . 

• • • 

My adorable Angel, 

Shall we for e'"Jer meet withOhflacles 
to our tender Loves? Shall we never 
br happy enough to have it in our Power 
to overthrow the Vigilance of ~'our 
troublefome Husband? What Pangs 
do 1110t endzwe, to think. that you Jl.1otdd 
be cOl!fincd within th~ Arms qla ]}1a11 

Jo unworthy o/you:- 'TenderneJs? How 
1l1ujt your Delicacy be offended at his 
llau[eatillg Embraces? It is not in 
his Power to Jet a jujJ Yalr,e 1IP011 the 
FtJ."Jours which ),ou bejJow. Alas! 
p;all I lqfe tboJe rapturous Pleajures 
for ever? No, I cannot jitr'.:i'"I,.'c jo ter-

F 6 rible 
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riMe a Misflrltl11e. 1 promift. 111),/t:(/ 
8uccefifrom the Dexterity of her who 
remits )'Oll this Letter. I have aJ1i­
mated bel' Elldet2'Vours hy 111)' Liheralifl·. 
She promifed me that /he will {hortly 
facilitate the Meatls oj an Interview. 
Gods! with what Impatience do I'l0t 
'Wait the happy }.tloment, I can 
give. you the 1110{t convinchlg Marks of 
111y 11Ioft ardent 'IenderneJs. Convinced 
nifo of the J7i'L'ncity oj your P qf}ion, 1 
doubt not but )'ou will ifpOtife the Mea­
forts which Ilbnll tdu to Jatisfy ,rour 
jujt Revenge tigainft your odious Bur­
hantl s Jea/riuf}. 

1 am, &c.· . 

The unhappy Eliza had un­
fortunately torn to Pieces the Letter 

• 
which her Ccufin had wrote to her; 
;lnd only preferved the Billet which 
was indofed 'in it. This Billet Gzltll­
dini found, without any. Addrds; 
whereupon he immediatdy conclu­
.ded it mui1: have been written to his 
'Vlie. Though tranfported with 

. .. the 
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the moil: furious Rage, he had the 
ConduCt to conceal it, that ale might 
not e[cape the Vengeance he medi­
tated. He began to have a ib;ict 
Eye upon her ACtions; and when 
he had concerted the Mea[ures 
which he intended to execute, he 
acquainted her with his Intention 
of quitting his Refidence in the City, 
and retiring to one of his Eftates ill 
the Country, the Solitude of which 
was pleafing to him. 

Though this young Lady had no 
great Inclination for retiring into 
the Country, ilie made however no 
ObjeCtion to comply with his Com­
mand. But {he did not [urpeCt the 
Snare that was fet fcr her. She 
was no [ooner arrivedat the Manfion­
Haufe to which {he was conciuaed, 
but {he W:lS led up Stairs and con­
fined in an high Tower. She thre'li 
herfelf at her Huilian(i's Feet, \va­
tered them with her Tears, and 
begged, at leaft, that fhe might ha"Y'e 

• • 
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the Confolation of being told what 
~ 

Crime fhe had been guilty of, to 
merit fuch Difgrace. 

Hold, Madam, faid he, £hewing 
ner the Billet, which I have before 
fpoken of, Read and fee whether I 

_ 3m not fufficieutly informed of your 
Infamy and my Shame . 

• 

Invain did £he endeavour to juftify 
herfelf! His blind Jealoufy had 
ilmt his Eyes to every Thing that 
i'he could tay in her Defence. He 
left her, fwearing fhe £hould never 
depart from the Place he had !hut 
ber in, but to defcend into her 
Tomb. , 

• 

Such was the fevere Edia which 
his Cruelty extorted frem him. Thus 
the unfortunate Eliza became con­
demned to a continual Flood of 
Tears. But Love interefted himfe1f 
in her Favour. He produced a 
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of her Hufband; and this Perfon I 

was a Friar, of a moft tender a'nd\ 
compaffionate Difpofition, who was 
about to convince Guoldil1i that he 
was not acquainted with all the 
cunning Artifices that might beprae-, 
tifed to elude the Vigilance of a 
jealous Hufband. 

, 
• 

This Friar, named Don Bennet, ' 
refided with a religious Brother: in 
a Priory about forty Yardsdiftant 
from Glloldil1i's Haufe. Th~y made 
frequent Vifits to each other, and 
gt'nerally dined and, fupped' toge, ' 
ther. : 

, . , 
, . . , 

Guoldini, who had 'for a long: 
Time made a Secret of the Cruelty 
which he exercifed towards his Wife, 
at length acquainted Don Bennet 
with it, he being a Bofom Friend. 
A Glafs too much made him divulge 
the Secret. But what chiefly whet 
the Edge of Don BeJI1Zet's fenfual 
Appetite was, that this noble f7ene-

• 
lta11, 
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ti~'·l1, whom the Liquor had-render­
ed incapable of confidering the Con­
fequence of the Things which ef­
caped him, drew a Portrait of his 
\Vife in fuch beautiful Colours, as 
could not but excite the utmofl 
Curiofity. Therefore the cunning 
Prior, in order to get an Opportu­
nity of feeing this young Beauty, 
declared to GualdiJZi that he could 
not believe him, becaufe, f.1.ys he, 
if your \tVife is really as beautiful 
as you reprefent her, you could not 
pallibly have fo long omitted to per­
formco~ugal Duty. Confefs then, 
Sir; continued he, that it is only an 
imaginary Picture which you hare 
jul1 now drawn. . 

Indeed, Sir, an[wered GuaMini, 
it is a real OIle; and, I could prc-
- 1 ° fO r 
~en:q conVInce you.o It; lOr were 
you to fee her, you could not om 
confefs th~t the Original cxcteds 6c 
C C:~. 1 '1 .opy. vut.ter me t len to iee ner, 
refumed the Friar. \Vith all mv 
• • 

HC:lft, , 
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Heart, replied Gualdillij To,..morrow 
vou ihall vifit her. . 
J 

Behold :.l Bargain {huck; and .vve 
!hall fee who will become the Dupe 
of it. Don Benmt, \.1,'ho \VOS f11cwn 

the 'fower wherein Eljztl was con­
fined, obfcrved tl!at there \\-as on.e 
j'''.···.~.r.r \,Vj··,.l,,\"" ".~ : ... ,,111·r111'''ok'd .. Li.ll .... \-y • J.l\....L\J. LV.U .. , ,",1 "-l • ...J 

over a little Ri·.'er belonging to the 
Priory, :l11d which waihed the 'oN alIs 
of t!lis '1 'cvver. 

He had no fooner parted ii-om 
GlIa/dini but he ihut himfelf up in 
a Clofet, to ftlldy 1\-feafures to rc­
renge the fair Prifoner of the cruel 
Treatment ihe received from the 
Jealoufy of her Hufband. 

After various RefleCtions, he de­
termined to begin with writing her 
a Letter, to know whether fhe was 
difpo[ed to afi111 his Endea\-ours to 
foften tl~e Pangs of her Confinement. 
The following is the Letter, which 

vott 
• 
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you will find he hadArt enough to con­
vey into her Hands, even in the 
Prefence of Guoidini. 

Madam, 

Could I hear tbe Recital of )'oltr 
}'li sjortlmes, 'li,itl'Oll! L'Ildea'Vouring to 
relit!'Ve )'OU, I mzift be oj' a Javage 
D~{pr;jitioll. I alllJo ext;-emely afJeClcd 
'i1)ith ~'our cruel Fate, tbllt I would 
freely '"/Jenture my Life to tear you 
tram the l.lisforttmes which overwhelm 
''au. How happ), jl.'ould I tbink myfelj 
{f )'ou tu:ould but deign to accept tbe 
Ser'Vices of a }lIOll wbo 'would glot) 
:"n gi'Ving himfefj up f11tirely to ,'Ollr 
Ilitenft; and wbo wotdd delight to 
e1l1pky hi111Jelf to 1-ekaje )'ou .Ii-om tbe 
CJ'yrallY of a barbarous Husband. If 
you 'zdll honour me with a Line cf 
AJljwer, be fa killd as to ire the Lett(1' 
at tbe E1ld if a long piece if Pack­
thread, and let down il1to a little Boat, 
'll-'hich I 'i.c'i II t ok£' care to place at tbe 
BcttolJ1 ot tl'l! Tt:'(L'cr 'lc:hercil1 )'Olt art' 

- ccn(illcd, 
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[vI/filled, ahout Eleven o'Clock this E­
'i.'ming. 011 receiving an Anfwer to 
fbt's Letter, 1 {ball COl1!ri'lJe proper 
~~lt'tms to break rour intolerable G'haim.-

Yours, &c. 

When Don Bmnet had written· 
this Letter, he fealed it; and doubt­
ed not but he ihould be able the 
next Day to deliver it himfe1f; no1' 
was he difappointed in his Expecb.­
tions. He gave Orders to the young 
Friar, his Inferior, to aik to fpeak 
in private with the noble Vmetitlll, 
about a ~larter of an Hour after 
he was gone to his Houfe ; and un­
der pretence that he had a great Fa·· 
your to beg of his Superior, and 
that it was only through Gutlldini's 
Interceffioll that he could hope to 
obtain it. 

Meafures fo well concerted, could 
hardly fail ofSucce[s. Don Bennet 
\vent to Gua/dilli's Houfe, where he 

beheld 
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however too much C~1:;l;: :;; to .tU~:­
fer his Paffion to appear. 

,\Vhen hewas alone with Gl/a T/if::', 
1 dOd f: ", " 1 . . h' 1e 1 not au to tell 11m thc.t 1:; 

'Vife was not poficifed of thofe 
Charms which he had f.J Iiber~ll'l 

J 

beftmved upon her; nay, he e\'~n 
pretended that 111;:: was almoil: B.::~u­
ty's oppoiite. Thi~ cunning Pro· 
ceeding, fo very l1~ceiTary to the 
Execution of his ProieCts, fucceed­
ed to his \Vifh: B/that IVleans he 

• 
avoided· all m::.naer of Sufpicion: 
But this \,-as no more than a fin2 1e .... 
Step tv\v.lrds Succers. "'hat Ar::­

fi~c ~ 
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fiees had he not to employ, to pro­
cure the Happinefs ·he wHhed for? 
But let us return to Eliza's Anfwer, 
which was fueh as he could wifh 
• It. 

She returned him a thoufand 
Thanks for the Compaffioll he had 
iliewn her.---Bcgged, that in the 
MC:lfures which he {honld take to 
rc\'en;::e her Injuries, that he would ,. . 
not forget the Prefervatioll of her Ho-
nour; and ended her Letter, with 
A1Turances of a perpetual Acknow-
kdgment. . 

The W crd Acknowledgment, 
'I',.,"!." alone fufficient to animate this 
zealous Friar. He therefore, the 
n~ry next DJY began to labour a­
hllllt the Execution of his amorous 
Project . 

• 

He invited Gliaidil1i to dine with 
.him; and requel1ed of two or three 
Topers, his Companions, to endea­

vour 
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vour to make him fo drunk, that 
he might not be able to walk Home, 
and that he might go thither and 
fupply his Place. But this cunning 
Stratagem was employed in vain. 
The 1aber Gualdini was able to refifl: 
their ftrongeft Importunities, and 
left them with as cold a Head, and 
as fieady a Brain, as when he went 
into their Company . We thall now 
fee whether he cfcaped fo happily 
from the next Trap that was fet for 
him. 

, 
A few Days afterwards, he W;b 

again invited to dine with Don Em-
11ft, who had given Orders that the 
Plates which were ferved him, 
ihould be firil: mbbed with a certain 
Drug, that would communicate its 
Bitternefs to all the Meat which was 
laid thereon. They fat down to 

• 
Dinner: All the Company made an 
Elogium upon the Repaft by the 

uantity they eat. Gualdilli wa~ 
the only idle Perion there. He 
complained that every Thing which 

Wi'.~ 
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was oftercd him ha -.: .lil (;xc~cding 
bitter Tafie. The lV in·:; which W1S 

preiented to him had alio a l\~mark­
able ill Tafl:e. The Murmurs how­
ever of his Appetite, which .he had 
abufed by an AbHinence of two or 
three Days, (for it muft be o!Jferved, 
by the bye, that this illuftrious re-
1Idim] had as mnch Avarice as Jea­
lou[y) I l~ly, the Murmurs of his 
Appetite made him very dehrons of 
Eating; but his ardent \ViGles could 
not be fatisficd. A new 'fallta/m! 
he was dying with Hunger in the 
Midfl: of a delicious Abundance. 
The Company perfuaded him to be·· 
licvc that he look'd exceeding pale: 
A Phyfician, who was prefcnt at this 
Repaf1:, aililming an Air of Gravity, 
felt Gua/dilli's Pulie, adviied him to 
go immediately to Bed, and charf­
cd him not to venture ont of his 
Room for the Space of fifteen Da)f. 

Don Bowel now flattered himfelf 
.that while this fick Hufband was 
confined, and wholly occupy'd in 

tLe 



[ 120 ] 

the Recovery of his Health, he 
could embrace that Opportunity of 
making Donna Eliza an amorous 
Vifit. But thefe were delufive 
Hopes! The jealous renetiOlt gave 
Orders that a Bcd 1110uld be prepa­
red for him in the Tower wherein 
his Wife was confined. But here it. 
is nece1fary to be Obferved, that 
fince file had 10ft the Honour of hi,;; 
Efl::eem, he had i\vorn never to per­
form the Duties of an Hufuand. But 
the young Lady fmmd Means to con-
10ie hcdeIf, and to beftow upon the 
unhappy Gualdini the glorious Name 
of Father; a Title which he was 
very certain he had not merited from 
her. 

But '''That compleated Don Benllet' ~ 
Defixlir, was, thattl1cVt'llL'liOll had de­
dared that he wC111dnot receive any 

• 
Viilts during the Courfe of his ima-
ginary Illne[s. He even ordered all 
the Doors of his Houfe to be lock'dj 
and would have none of his Dome[-

ticks 
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ticks to attend him, but an old de­
crepit Fellow of about Seventy, who 
had nothing fo tempting about 
him as to be able to feduce his 
Wife. 

It was not for Don Bmnet's Inte­
refis, that Gualdini's Illnefs 1110uld 
be of long Duration. He knew his 
avaritious Difpofition; and doubted 
not but he would receive with 
Thanks, fome delicate Food. He 
fent him fome; of which he made 
fo hearty a Meal, as to make up for 
his Deficiency the preceding Day. 
Thus, believing himfelf perfeCtly 
recovered, he immediately quitted 
the Company of Eliza, of whom, 
however, he continued the Goaler. 
This was what difconcerted all the 
Meafures which his Rival put in 
Practice to obtain the defired Hap­
pinefs. 

• 

But it is ufual with Friars, to 
compleat what they take in Hand; 

. G they 
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they are not difcouraged with a few 
Difappointments: If one Artifice 
fails of Succefs, another is imme-

. diate1y put into Execution. We 
thall now fee our holy Father em­
ploy'd in a third Stratagem to obtain 
Succefs. He intended t'J fend Gll­
aldilli from Home, and thought he 
bad invented a Scheme which would 
anfwer that End. 

He had been informed that a Law 
Suit was depending between this 
l-i'JZetiall and a Tradefman, who, 
for want of Money, was unable to 
{upport his Right. He therefore 
{ent for this Tradefinan to his Be­
nefice; and, under pretence of an 
extreme Love for J ufiice, furniihed 
him with a SUIll of Money to carry 
on his Procefs. 

The poor Citizen, delighted with 
fuch unexpected good Fortune, af­
ter returning Thanks to Don Be1l11et, 
his generous Benefatlor; and tefii-

fying 
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fying the Height of his Acknow­
ledgment, returned with Speed to 
flmice; where he was no fooner ar­
ri\'ed, than he ran to his Judges to 
iollicit a decifive Decree. Gualdil1i 
received a Letter, informing him, 
that his Caufe was coming to be 
heard; and intreating him to come 
immediately where his lnterell: calI'd 
him. But his Jealoufy triumphed 
over his Avarice; and he rather 
chofe to hazard the Lofs of his Suit, 
than loie, for a fingle Moment, his 
Poft of Goaler. 

He was, however, weary of it 
fome Time after; and at the eameO: 
Requefl: of Don Bennet, he gave up 
to another this troublefomc Em­
ploy. 

One Day, when they were C011-

\'effing together, Don Bennet faid to 
him, I am far from blaming the 
wife Precautions which you exercifc 
to preferve your Honour; and if all 

G 2 Hufbands 
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Hulbands followed your Example, 
we thould not fee fo many of them 
hecome the Dupes of their Credu~ 
lity; nothing is weaker or more wa~ 
,;ering than a Woman's Virtue; and 
my Opinion is, that they cannot be 
too much fufpetl:ed. I am alfo of 
Opinion, that the Title of a jealous 
Huiband is lefs di1honourable than 
• 

that of a contented one. It muft 
however be confeffed, to the Shame 
of the Age we live in, that thefe are 
the falhionable Hufuands. Oh! let 
me alone for that, reply'd the Velle­
tioll, I thall take very good Care not 
to be one of that Number. I know 
the Ufe that I have formerly made 
of their Faith; how many Tricks 
.have I play'd, in my Youth, upon 
the Credulity of thofe courteous, 
good-natured Hufuands? And I ,vill 
.heartily forgive any Perfon that {hall 
be able to play the fame Tricks a­
gainft me. I really do not think, 
refumed the Friar, that any Perfon 
intends to chea.your Vigilance; but 

,J fuffer 
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(uffer me, notwith1l:anding, to tell 
YOll, that it is not io great as I c~uld 
wilh. For let us rearon a lIttle 
about it. It is true ind:ed, that 
you never part from the Keys of the 
Tower wherein your Wife is locked, 
but do you alfo take the Locks 
with you? And while you arc ill 
your own Apartment, or when you 
do me the Honour to come and fec 
me, how do YOlt know but they 
'may embrace the Opportunity 'of 
your Abfence to difhonour you? 

True, Father, replied he, your 
Obfervation is very ju1l:; and I will 
this very Day convince you, that I 
know how to make a proper U fe of 
good Advice, given me by fa zealous 
a Friend as Y0lt are. Believe me 
then, Sir, replied Don Bennet, I 
would adviie you, to have a Guar­
dian for your' Wife, to accompany 
her, and to obferve her ACtions. A 
very good Thought! replied the 
noble Ymetill1l; and I will immedi~ 

. G 3 atcly 
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ately provide a Woman whom I can 
confide in, for that Purpofe. 

But this Woman did not long 
enjoy the Poil: which was allotted 
her. The artful Don Emile! knew 
\'ery well how to proceed. 

He wrote a Letter to Donna Eli­
za (here it is proper to obferve, that 
by the Help of a String, and the 
little Boat, which I have before 
mentioned; there had been an epif­
tolary Correfpondence carried on 
hetween them); I fay he wrote a 
Letter to Donna Eliza, wherein he 
a.cquainted her, that it was he him­
-felf that had advifed her Huiliand 
to fet over her the troublefome Com­
panion which the was about to have; 
but he begged of her to be fatisfied, 
promifmg her, that in a few Days 
:fhe fhould have another, who would 
be entirely devoted to their joint In­
terefts. Nor was he worfe than his 
Word; for before a \Veek had e-
• 
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bpfcd, he found out a "Voman, 
whore Abilities were known to him, 
and who was very capable of doing 
him infinite Service in his Intri­
gues. 

His next Bufinefs was to dijlodge 
her whom Gzw/dini h'l.d made dl0il'C 

of. 

He conveyed a Purfe with a hun­
dred Crowns, by his ufual Paff'port, 
to' Eliza, and with it a Letter, 
wherein he defired her to employ 
that Sum of Money in bribing her 
Infpecrrefs to make a quick Retreat. 
This was fo brilliant a Fortune for her, 
that {he could not have the Heart to 
refufe any Thing that might be ex­
aCted from her Obedience. She 
therefore took her leave of the dc­
folate Gualdini, who went the very 
fame Day to his dear Friend Don 
Bmnet, to communicate the Misfor­
tune that had befel him. 

G 4 "VeIl, 
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WelJ, replied the Friar, to whom 
he had made his Complaints, this 
Lofs is not irreparable. You are 
1enfible I have a very great Friend .. 
1hip for you; and I will this Day 
give you a molt convincing Proof 
of it. A Friend of mine has an 
old Domeftic of experienced Fide­
lity, who is a very proper Perion 
for you: I doubt not but I can pro­
cure her for you; for I flatter my .. 
leff that my Friend will not refute 
me any Thing. Suffer me then to 
part from you, Sir. I will take 
Horfe and ride to her, and you £hall 
prefently be informed of my Sue­
cefs. 

It need not be doubted but the 
}'riar was able to perform his Pro­
mife; for he had already brought a 
\V'oman from Vmice, who was to 

. be the Affiftant in his private Plea-
lures. . 

• 

• A 



A long Experience had made 
her very perfea: ill her Bufinefs; 
fhe had therefore very little need of 
InftruCtion; the went to the credu;" 
lOllS Venetian, and offered herfelf to 
him, as recommended by Don Ben­
net. Her Services were gladly ac­
cepted, and from that Moment the 
began to exercife herfelf in her new 
Employ. The Prefents which Don 
Brnnet had made her, and the large 
Gratuities which he prom if ed, cau­
fed her to apply immediately to give 
him Proof of her Zeal to ierve 
him. 

She make ufe of all her aukward 
Eloquence to per[uade Eliza, that 
the could not do better than {hive 
to revenge herfelf, from the' cruel 
Treatment of her barbarous Huf­
band; and promifed her) that the 
would facilitate the Means. She 
then expatiated upon the Merit of 
Don Bennet, of whom £he, drew 

G S. the 
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the mon advantageous Portrait. Her 
Difcourfe was perfuafive; fhe per­
ceived that Eliza. was fufficiendy 
difpoied to embrace the Opportu­
nity fhe had of giving Don BfIIllet 
the mofi affeCling Proofs of her 
Acknowledgment, and to haften the 
lVloment of his Happine{s; {lIe aik. 
ed the young Prifoner if ihe would 
confent to receive a Vifit from her 
Protector? 

Suppofing I fuould confent to it, 
replied Eliza, it would be to no 
·Purpofe, fince we can propoCe no 
.. Advantage from it. Be1iev~ me, 
lVIadam, replied the intriguing lv1lZ­
rit1Jze, I propofe nothi;lg to you but 
wnat may be eafily expeCted; and, 
jf you will be generous enough to 
permit it, To-morrow Don Bmllct 
will have the Honour of coming 
here, to a1fure you of his tender 
Attachment. But do not fear, ad­
ded ilie, that your Honour will be 
in any Danger. I am a Confidant 

of 
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of the Meafures that he will take, 
and am aifured of their Suece[,;. 
But may not I be acquainted with 
thde Mea(ures? re[umed Eliza. 
Suffer me, Madam, to keep them 
a Secret, replied Mariane; becau(e 
I would give you the Pleafure of 
an agreeable Surprize. 

The happy Don Bennet was (oon 
after informed by a Letter from his 
Confidant, of the favourable Dif­
pofitions of his fair Millrefs. He 
had before taken care to provide 
l()I1lC Rope-Ladders, and the next 
Day he made u(e of them to a[ccnd 
to the Chamber of his beautiful 
Pri(oner. Marial1e faftened them 
to. the Window by which he· was 
to enter; and the grateful ENza. 
who did not think the was married 
to occupy a feparatc Apartment 
from her Hufuand, did not think 
proper to oppofe him. Whether 
dIe was pleafed with this firft Vi fit 
of Don Bennet, may be eafily con-

G 6 iectUied~ 
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jeCtured, fince it was prefently toh 
lowed by a fecond. 

Nothing could be more delicious 
than thefe private Interviews j the 
fleeting Moments were withed to be 
prolonged, by thefe happy Lovers. 
As foon as Night had drawn her 
Veil, the amorous Don Benllet em­
ploy'd his Ladder, and never parted 
from his amiable Miftrefs till an 
Hour before Sun-rifing. This ten­
der Commerce lailed ahove {even 
Months, without any manner of Im­
pediment. The credulous Gualdini, 
Keeper of the Keys of the Tower 
wherein his challe and virtuous Wife 
was confined, could not fufpea: 
that any Body would undertake the 
charitable Talk to corrfole her every 
Night, for his unjuft Indifference. 
Betides, had he not placed over her 
a Governefs, whofe Fidelity his 
good Friend Don Bmnet had fa 
much vaunted of? And how could 
he think that his Friend would de-

• 



T 133 J 
ceive him? This Friend too was 
dad in a Habit of Sanctity, and 
continually difcouricd of heavenly 
Things, in the moil: affecting l\tJan­
nero Could it then be {itppoled that 
this devout Fri~lr would fuffer any 
icnfual Defires to lurk beneath his 
pious Harnefs ? 

But let us leave the J7e1letian° in 
his Error, and proceed to illCW, that 
notwithfbndinghis utmofi Vigilance 
he knew not how to guard againft 
the Artifi..:es of a cunning Friar. 

I have already faid, that Gualdini 
had {worn never to merit the N arne 
of Father. He did not indeed me­
rit it, but he was however obliged 
to bear it j notwithil:anding his fcru­
pulous ExaClne[5 in accornplifhing 
the Oath he had made never to make 
his Wife any dangerous Vilits, con­
trary to the Engagement, the 1\10-
ment approached, when he was to 

• 
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r xcive all the Honours due to a real 
Father. 

His officious Subfi:itute was very 
willing to rdign the Glory which 
was due to him alone. His Com­
merce with the fair Eliza was not 
unfruitful. She carried about her 
fufficient Proof to the contrary. 
But how grievous would have been 
her Fate, if 1he had become a Mo­
ther in the miferable Place of her 
Confinement? Therefore the ten­
der Don Bennet would not fuffcr the 
Health of a Perfon fo dear to him 
to be expofed to any Danger. His 
Love interefred him in the Prelcf­
vation of the Mother and Child. It 
was to his Relations that Eliza was 
to go to be delivered of her Burthen. 
He made her the Propofition; {he 
accepted it. She efcaped in the 
Night, with Mariane, by the. Help 
of the Rope-Ladders which had 
been the Inftruments of Don Ben-
net's Happinefs. . 

His 



[ 135 ] 

His Relations received her joy­
fully. The Recital which {he made 
of the Sufferings flle had endured 
from the jealous Fury of her Huf­
hand, made them burfi: into Tears. 
But let us return to the unfortunate 
GlInldi 11 i . 

How great was his Surprize, when 
the Domei1:ic who had the Care of 
fupplying the Prifoner with Provi­
{ions, came to acquaint him, that 
ihe was efcaped from the Tower, 
with the Woman who was appointed 
her Guardian! 

Tranfported with Rage, he came 
to difcharge his Heart in the Bolam 
of his faithful Friend Don Bmllct, 
and afked his Advice. Ah! it is 
all over with me, faid he, almoft 
difiracted! I am the moa unfortu­
nate Man that ever breathed! 
What's the Matter, Sir, laid Don 
Bemzet? in a fimpathizing Tone, 

\Vl1 at 
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'"'hat terrible Misfortune h:ls hap­
pened? My Wife, cried he, my 
perfidious Wife! Here Sighs (ut 
aJlimder the Thread of his Dif­
courfe. 

• 

Well, refilmed Don Jjmnet, be 
comforted, the is dead I fuppolc? 
What then? We mull all die. 
Dead! no, replied Glloldilli, the 
Traitrefs, by a Flight, which I 
could not {ufpeCt, has Rolen herfelf 
from my Vengeance. I have be­
held, with my own Eyes, the Ropes 
by which the made her Eicapc, 
Moft aftonifhing! cried the Friar; 
what ftlrprizing News is this you 
acquaint me with! But where do 
you imagine file is gone to feek an 
Afylum? If ale fhould happen to 

'be retired to her Kindred, believe 
me, Sir, it might be of a terrible 
Confequence to you f 

• 

Why, Father, {aid GlIaldini, can 
any body blame me for the Precau-

• • tlons 
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tions I have taken to defend myfelf 
ii·om the Outrages that might he 
committed upon my Honour. Bu~ 
have you any fatisfactory Proofs of 
it? refumed the Friar. You have 
mentioned to me a Billet, which 
you furprifcd her with; but, to b~ 
plain with you, I do not think that 
a [ufficient Evidence of her Guilt. 
Befides, have you been prudent e~ 
nough to avoid the Hazard of be­
coming a Father? Yes, I can make 
Oath of it, replied the good Man~ 
and I have always kept her [0 nar­
rowly watch'd, that no Perfon can 
have had it in their Power to be!l:ow 
that Fa.vour upon me • 

• 

He prefently found, however, that 
he was grofly miftaken. Donna Eliza 
reported her Cafe to the Judges; her 
Beauty intere!l:ed them in her Fa­
vour. She follieited a Separation 
from her Hufband, which the ob­
tained j together with a confiderable 
A.nnuity. . But what compleated 
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Nothing L,~ i~;l ACc;ltent of this 
'Kind could L;~l'i"::ltlv ll1ve correCl:-

" 
ed his jealops :·-Iutn'-,ur. He after-
wards ;vas r'.~";~·_ ;1;:J. with l1is dear 
Moiety; and ;' he was afterwards 
called by the Name of Father, he 
negleCted nothing that might entitle 
him to it; and it is probable he was 
no longer indebted to the charitable 
Endeavours of any pious Father .. 
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