[ 104 ]

Jealoufy_Out-witted :

AN

Ialian N O V E L.

Gentleman named Gualdini,
that he might not fear the
Misfortunes to which all Hufbands
are fubjed, determined to live a
Batchelor. Senfible however of
the Atirations of Love, he had a
meit violent Inclination for the fair
Sex; which he found very little
Difriculty in gratifying.  Anengag-
11g LEafe and Sprightlinefs, joined to
a moit delightful Figure, rendered
him fo very amiable to the Lad:es,

that he was never fo unfortunate as
to
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to figh in vain. Each Day he made
new Conquefts. And what did not
2 little contribute to his Succeffes,
was, that he exercifed great Dex-
terity in concealing his amorous
Intrigues. No Stratagems that could
be put in Practice to feduce a Wife,
and cheat the Vigilance of the Huf-
band, was he a Stranger to; nor
did he fail to employ them with
Succefs. How numerous therefore
muft have been the poor contented
Cuckolds, who were the Dupes of
his Ingenuity ?

He pafled his Days in this Manner
till he attained the Age of fifty Years,
and even then he was fo perfellly
fatished with his way of Life, that
he had no Thoughts of changing
it. At length he beheld the fair
Euza, ayoung Lady of about twen-
ty, wiicih made a great Alteration
in his Sentiments.  He thought,
however, that without loading him-
telf yith Chains, to which he had

Iz A
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a great Averfion, it would not he
impoflible to captivate the Heart of
this young Lady. But Gualdin: was
now become an antiquated Adonis;
his Conquefts were now at an End.
He perceived that in order to make
his Declarations hearkened to, he
muftproceed upon Terms of Honour.
He had already fpoke of Love, but
the pretended not tounderftand him;
he fpake of Hymen, and he was
anfwered. In thort, Gualdin: ven-
tured into a State of Life, which
had formerly appeared fo very dan-
gerous to him. Now we fhall fee
whether he will avoid the Misfor-
tunes which he had heaped upon

many others.

About a Fortnight after they were
‘married, his Wife, of whom he
had not yet conceived the leaft Jea-

loufy, received a Letter from one
of her Relations, of whom fhe was

a Confident. This Letter inclofed
a Billet, which the was to convey
{4
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to a young Lady, who was the Ob-
ic& of her Relation’s Paffion. It is
necefiary that T thould recite this
Ietter, that the Reader may judge
of Gualdini’s jealous Fury, when
this Letter fell into his Hands.

The following is the Billet from
Eliza’s Relation, to his Beloved. |

My adorable Angel,

Shallwe for ever meet withObflacles
to our tender Loves? Shall we never
b¢ bappy encugh to have 1t 1 our Power
to overthrow the Vigilance of your
troublefome Husband? What Pangs
do I not endure, to think that you fhould
be confined within the Arms of a Man
Jo unworthy of you: Tendernefs ¢ How
muft your Delicacy be offended at bis
naufeating Embraces? It is not 1n
vis Power to fet a juft Value upon the
Fevours which you beflow. Alas!
[Fall I lofe thofe rapturcus Pleafures
Jor ever 2 No, I cannot furvive fo ter-

Fo rible
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rible a Misfortune. I promife myjeif
Succefs from the Dexterity of ber who
remats you this Letter. I bave ani-
mated ber Endeavours by my Liberality.,
She promifed me that [he will fhortly
facilitate the Means of an Interview.
Gods! with what Impatience do I not
wait the bappy Moment, when I can
give you the moft convincing Marks of
my moft ardent Tendernefs. Convinced
aifo of the Vivacity of your Paffion, 1
doubt not but you will efpoufe the Mea-
fures which 1 [ball take to fatisfy your
juft Revenge againft your odious Huf-
band s Fealoufy.
I am, &c.

The unhappy Elza had un-
fortunately torn to Pieces the Letter
which her Ccufin had wrote to her;
and only preferved the Billet which
was inclofed in 1t. This Billet Gua/-
dini found, without any Addrefs;
whereupon he immediately conclu-
ded it muft have been written to his
Wife. Though tranfported with

the
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the moft furious Rage, he had the
Condu& to conceal it, that (he might
not efcape the Vengeance he medi-
tated. He began to have a ftrict
Eye upon her A&ions; and when
he had concerted the Meafures
which he intended to execute, he
acquainted her with his Intention
of quitting his Refidence in the City,
and retiring to one of his Eftates in
the Country, the Solitude of which
was pleafing to nim.

Though this young Lady had no
great Inclination for retiring into
the Country, fhe made however no
Objection to comply with his Com-
nmand. But fhe did not fufped the
Snare that was fet for her. She
was no looner arrived at the Manfion-
Houfe to which fhe was conduéted,
but the was led up Stairs and con-
fined inan high Tower.  She threw
herfelf at hu Hufband's Feet, wa-
tered them with her Tears, and
begged, at leaft, that fhe might have

t.l.Ui...
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the Confolation of being told what
Crime fhe had been guilty of, to

merit {uch Difgrace.

Hold, Madam, faid he, thewing
her the Billet, which I have before
fpoken of, Read and fee whether I
_am not fufficieutly informed of your

Infamy and my Shame.

Invain did the endeavour to juftify
herfelf! His blind Jealoufy had
fhut his Eyes to every Thing that
the could fay in her Defence. He
left her, fwearing fhe thould never
depart from the Place he had fhut
her 1n, but to defcend into her

Tomb.

Such was the fevere Edi& which
his Cruelty extorted frem him. Thus
the unfortunate E/iza became con-
demned to a continual Flood of
Tears. But Love interefted himfeli
in her Favour. He produced a

Perfon to revenge the jealous Fury
of
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of her Hufband; and this Perfon ,
was a Friar, of a moft tender and’
compaflionate Difpofition, who was
about to convince Gualdini that he
was not acquainted with all the
cunning Artifices that might be prac~.
tifed to elude the Vigilance of a
jealous Hufband.

This Friar, named Don Bexnet,
refided with a religious Brother ‘in
a Priory about forty Yards diftant
from Gualdin?’s Houfe. They made
frequent Vifits to each other, and
cenerally dined and. fupped’ toge--

ther. :

Gualdini, who had for a long
Time made a Secret of the Cruelty
which he exercifed towards hisWife,
at length acquainted Don Bennet
with it, he being a Bofom Friend.
A Glafs too much made him divulge
the Secret. But what chiefly whet
the Edge of Don Bennet's fenfual
Appetite was, that this noble Verne-

tian,
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2:cn, whom the Liquor had-render-
ed incapable of confidering the Con-
fequence of the Things which ef-
caped him, drew a Portrait of his
Wife in fuch beautiful Colours, as
could not but excite the utmoft
Curiofity. Therefore the cunning
Prior, in order to get an Opportu-
nity of feeing this young Beauty,
declared to Gualdini that he could
not believe hnn, becaufe, fays he,
if your Wile is really as beautlful
as you reprefent her, you could not
pofﬁbly have {o long omitted to per-
form conjugal Duty. Coniefs then,
Sir, continued he, that it 1s only an
imaginary Pi¢ture which you have
juit now drawn.

Indeed, Sir, anfwered Gualdini,
it 1s a real one; and, I could pre-
fently convince you of it; for were
vou to {ee her, you couid nct bur
confefls that JlP Original exceeds tae
Copy. Sufier me then to {ee her,
refumed the Friar. With all my

Heart,



[ 113 ]
Heart, replied Gualdini; 'To-morrow
you fhall vifit her.

Behold a Bargain ftruck ; and we
fhall {fee who will become the Dupe
of it.  Don Bennct, who was thewn
the Tower wnergin £/iza was con-
fined, obferved that there wus one
narrow Window to it, which lock’d
over a httle River buonﬂ‘mg to the

Priory, and which wafhed the Walls
of this tower.

He had no fooner parted from
Gualdinz but he fhut himfelf up in
a Clofct, to ftudy Meafures to re-
venge the fair Prifoner of the crucl
Treatment fhe received from the

Jealoufy of her Hufband.

Aiter various Refle©ions, he de-
termined to begin with writing her
a Letter, to know whether ihe was
dlfpofcd to aflit his Endeavours to
foften the Pangs of her Confinement.
The follow; ing 15 the Letter, which

VOott
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youwillfindhehad Artenoughtocon-
vey mnto her Hands, even in the

Prefence of Gualdin:.

Madam,

Could 1 bear the Recital of your
Misfortunes, witkout cndeavouring to
relieve you, I muft be of a favage
Difpofition.  1am [0 extiemely affecled
with your cruel Fate, that 1 would
freely wenture ay Life to tear you
from the Misfortunes which overbelm
you. How bappy fbould I think myfelf
if you <would but deign to accept the
Services of a Man who <would glory
n grving himfelf up entively to your
Intereft 3 and who would delight fo
employ bimfelf to releafe you from the
Tyrany of @ barbarous Husband. If
you awill bomgur me with a Line cf
Anfwer, be [o kind as to tye the Lettcr
at the End of a long piece of Pack-
thread, and let dewn 1nto a little Boat,
which I will take care 1o place at the
Rettom of the Traoer awherein you are

h confined,
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confined, about Eleven o'Clock this E-
vemng.  On recerving an Anfwer 1o
shis Letter, 1 fball contrive proper
Means to break your intolerable Chains.

Yours, &c.

When Don Beunet had written
this Letter, he fealed it; and doubt-~
ed not but he fhould be able the
next Day to deliver it himfelf; nor
was he difappointed in his Expelta-
tions. He gave Orders to the young
Friar, his Inferior, to atk to {peak
in private with the noble Venetian,
about a Quarter of an Hour after
he was gone to his Houfe ; and un-
der pretence that he had a great Fa-
vour to beg of his Superior, and
that it was only through Gualdin’s
Interceffion that he could hope to
obtain it.

Meafures {o well concerted, could
hardly fail of Succefs. Don Bennet
went to Gualding’s Houfe, where he

beheld
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Eeheld the bezutiful Eliza. His T--
fenfibiity could not fupport the
Sight of fuct pov: erful Charms.
The young friar .L, 7 lmdziz Cailod

TNy
Graiiiing a: :1 “5 1:=: t0 Nim, -

T’

ok

cording to 1iis .:_,ciit}f:; - hich afer e
ed ’\on fenact an Opportwiity of
delivering nie Lettsr o :

whom he had new coscorved the
moit vioient Aﬁ}:c.;icr:;
however too much Cuuis 22 (0 tui-

fer hus Paffion to appear.

l"’"‘

When hewas alone with Gua i/,
he did not fail to tell him that his
Wife was not pofiefled of thofe
Charms whicih he had fo Iiberslly
beftowed upon her; nay, he even
preteﬂded that (he was almoft B:au-
ty's oPpo*itc This cunning Pro-
c\..edm"f {o very ncceflary to tae
Exe cutmn of lns Projects, f{ucceed-
ed to his Wifh: Bv that Means he
avoided all mananer of Sufpicion:
But this was no more than a fingie
Step towares Succels.  What Arii-

100
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fices had he not to employ, to pro-
cure the Happinefs he withed for ?
But lct us return to Elrza’s Anfwer,
which was fuch as he could wifh
it.

She returned him a thoufand
Thanks for the Compaffion he had
thewn her.---Begged, that in the
Meafures which he fhould take to
revenge her Injuries, that he would
not forget the Prefervation of her Ho-
nour ; and ended her Letter, with

Aflurances of a perpetual Acknow-
ledgment.

The Word Acknowledgment,
was alone fufficient to animate this
zealous Friar. He therefore, the
very next Day began to labour a-

bout the Execution of his amorous
Project.

He invited Gualdin: to dine with
him; and requefted of two or three
Topers, his Companions, to endea-

vour
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vour to make him f{o drunk, tha(
he might not be able to walk Home,
and that he might go thither and
fupply his Place. But this cunning
Stratagem was employed in vain,
The 1ober Gualdini was able to refift
their ftrongeft Importunities, and
left them with as cold a Head, and
as fteady a Brain, as when he went
into their Company. We thall now
fee whether he cicaped fo happily
from the next Trap that was fet for
him.

A few Days afterwards, he Was
again invited to dine with Don Ben-
set, who had given Orders that the
Plates which were ferved him,
fhould be firft rubbed with a certain
Drug, that would communicate its
Bitterne{s to all the Meat which was
laid thereon. They fat down to
Dinner : All the Company made an
Elogium upon the Repaft by the
Quantity they eat. Gualdini was
the only idle Perfon there. He

complained that every Thing which
Wi
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was offered him hal an exceeding
bitter Tafte. The Win: which was
prefented to him had alio a remark-
able 11l Tafte. The Murmurs how-
ever of his Appetite, which he had
abufed by an Abftinence of two or
three Days, (for it muft be obferved,
by the bye, that this illuftrious /-
netzan had as much Avarice as Jea-
loufy) I fay, the Murmurs of his
Appetite made him very defirous of
Fating ; buthisardent Withes could
not be fatished. A new Tantalus!
he was dying with Hunger in the
Midft of a delicious Abundance.
The Company perfuaded him to be-
heve that he look’d exceeding pale:
A Phyfician, who was prefent at this
Repaft, afluming an Air of Gravity,
telt Gualding’s Pulte, advifed him 1o
co immediately to Bed, and charg-
cd him not to venture out of his
Room for the Space of fifteen Daye.

Don Bennet now flattered himfelf
that while this fick Hufband was

confined, and wholly occupy'd in
the
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the Recovery of his Health, he
could embrace that Opportunity of
making Donna Eliza an amorous
Vifit. But thefe were delufive
Hopes! The jealous Penetian gave
Orders that a Bed fhould be prepa-
red for him in the Tower wherein
his Wife was confined. Buthere it,
is neceflary to be Obferved, that
fince fhe had loft the Honour of his
Efteem, he had iworn never to per-
form the Duties of an Huiband. But
the young Lady found Means te con-
fole herfelf, and to beftow upon the
unhappy Guald;i the glorious Name
of Father; a Title which he was
very certain he had not merited from

her.

But what compleated Don Bennet’s
Defpair, was, thattheFenetzanhadde-
clared that he weuldnot receive any
Vifits during the Courfe of his ima-
ginary Inefs. He even ordered all
the Doors of his Houfe to be lock’d;

and would have none of his Domef-
ticks
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ticks to attend him, but an old de-
crepit Fellow of about Seventy, wheo
had nothing fo tempting about
him as to be able to feduce his

Wife.

It was not for Don Beunnet’s Inte-
refts, that Gualdint’s Illnefs thould
be of long Duration. He knew his
avaritious Difpofition; and doubted
not but he would receive with
Thanks, fome delicate Food. He
{ent him fome; of which he made
fo hearty a Meal, as to make up for
his Deficiency the preceding Day.
Thus, believing himfelf perfectly
recovered, he immediately quitted
the Company of Eliza, of whom,
however, he continued the Goaler.
This was what difconcerted all the
Meafures which his Rival put in
Practice to obtain the defired Hap-
pinefs.

But it is ufual with Friars, to
compleat what they take in Hand;
G they
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they are not difcouraged with a few
Difappointments: If one Artifice
fails of Succefs, another is imme-
“diately put into Execution. We
fhall now {ee our holy Father em-
ploy’d in a third Stratagem to obtain
Succefs. He intended to fend Gu-
aldiii from Home, and thought he
had invented 2 Scheme which would
anfwer that End.

He had been informed thata Law

Suit was depending between this
Fenetian and a Tradefman, who,
for want of Money, was unable to
ﬁlpport his Right. He therefore
{fent for this Tradefman to his Be-
nefice; and, under pretence of an
extreme Love for Juftice, furnifhed
him with a2 Sum of Money to carry
on his Procefs.

The poor Citizen, delighted with
fuch unexPe&ed good Fortune, ai-
ter returning Thanks to Don Bennet,
his generous BenefaGor; and tefti-

fying
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fying the Height of his Acknow-
ledgment, returned with Speed to
Venice s where he was no {ooner ar-
rived, than he ran to his Judges to
{follicit a decifive Decree. Gualdin:
received a Letter, mnforming him,
that his Caufe was coming to be
heard ; and intreating him to come
immediately where his Intereft call'd
him. But his Jealoufy triumphed
over his Avarice; and he rather
chofe to hazard the Lofs of his Suit,

than lofe, for a fingle Moment, his
Poft of Goaler.

He was, however, weary of it
fome Time after ; and at the earneft
Requeft of Don Bennet, he gave up

to another this troublefome Em-
p]oy.

One Day, when they were con-
verfing together, Don Bennet faid to
him, T am far from blaming the
wife Precautions which you exercife
to preferve your Honour; and if all

G 2 Hutbands
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Hufbands followed your Example,
we thould not fee fo many of them
become the Dupes of their Credu-
lity; nothing is weaker or more wa-
vering than a Woman’s Virtue ; and
my Opinion is, that they cannot be
too much fufpe@ted. I am alfo of
Opinion, that the Title of a jealous
Hufband is lefs difhonourable than
that of a contented one. It muft
however be confefled, to the Shame
of the Age we live in, that thefe are
the fathionable Hufbands. Oh! let
me alone for that, reply’d the Vene-
tian, 1 fhall take very good Care not
to be one of that Number. I know
the Ufe that I have formerly made
of their Faith ; how many Tricks
have I play'd, in my Youth, upon
the Credulity of thofe courteous,
good-natured Hufbands? And I will
‘heartily forgive any Perfon that fhall
be able to play the fame Tricks a-
gainft me. I really do not think,
refumed the Friar, that any Perfon
intends to cheat your Vigilance; but

| fuffer
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(uffer me, notwithftanding, to tell
you, that it is not fo greatas I could
with. For let us reafon a little
shout it. It 1s true ind:ed, that
you never part from the Keys of the
Tower wherein your Wife is locked,
but do you alfo take the Locks
with you? And while you arc in
your own Apartment, or when you
do me the Honour to come and fee
me, how do you know but they
may embrace the Opportunity -of
your Abfence to dithonour you ?

True, Father, replied he, your
Obfervation 1s very juft; and I will
this very Day convince you, that I
know how to make a proper Ufe of
good Advice, given me by fo zealous
a Friend as you are. Believe me
then, Sir, replied Don Bennet, I
would advife you, to have a Guar-
dian for your Wife, to accompany
her, and to obferve her A&ions, A
very good Thought! replied the
noble Penetian ; and I will inmedi-

G j ately
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ately provide a Woman whom I can
confide 1n, for that Purpofe.

But this Woman did not long
enjoy the Poft which was allotted
her.  The artful Don Bennet knew

very well how to praceed.

He wrote a Letter to Donna E/i-
=4 (here it is proper to obferve, that
by the Help of a String, and the
little Boat, which I have before
mentioned ; there had been an epif-
tolary Correfpondence carried on
betwcen them); I fay he wrote a
Letter to Donna Elitza, wherein he
acquainted her, that it was he him-
{elt that had advifed her Hufband
to fet over her the troublefome Com-
panion which (he was about to have;
but he begged of her to be fatisfied,
promifing her, that in a few Days
{he thould have another, who would
be entirely devoted to their joint In-
terefts. Nor was he worfe than his

Word; for before a Week had e-
* lapfed,
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lapfed, he found out a Woman,
whoic Abilities were known to him,
and who was very capable of doing
him infinite Service 1n his Intri-
gues.

His next Bufinefs was to diflodge
her whom Gueldin: had made choice

of.

He conveyed a Purfe with a hun-
dred Crowns, by his ufual Pafiport,
to Eliza, and with it a Letter,
wherein he defired her to employ
that Sum of Money in bribing her
Infpectrefs to make a quick Retreat.
Thiswas fobrilliant a Fortuneforher,
that the could not have the Heart to
refufe any Thing that might be ex-
alted from her Obedience. She
therefore took her leave of the de-
Iolate Gualdini, who went the very
fame Day to his dear Friend Don
Bennet, to communicate the Misfor-
tune that had befel him.

G4 Well,
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Well, replied the Friar, to whom
he had made his Complaints, this
Lofs 1s not irreparable. You are
fenfible I have a very great Friend-
thip for you; and I will this Day
give you a2 moft convincing Proof
of it. A Friend of mine has an
old Domeftic of experienced Fide-
ity, who is a very proper Perfon
for you: Idoubt not but I can pro-
cure her for you ; for 1 flatter my-
felf that my Friend will not refufe
me any Thing. Suffer me then to
part from youw, Sir. I will take
Horfe and ride to her, and you {hali
prefently be informed of my Suc-
cefs.

It neced not be doubted but the

Friar was able to perform his Pro-
mife; for he had already broughta
Woman from Venice, who was to
-be the Affiftant in his private Plea-

{ures.

A
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A long Experience had made
her very perfect in her Bufinefs;
the had therefore very little need of
Inftruction; fhe went to the credu-
lous Fenetian, and offered herfelf to
him, as recommended by Don Ben-
net. Her Services were gladly ac-
cepted, and from that Moment fhe
began to exercife herfelf in her new
Employ. The Prefents which Don
Bennet had made her, and the large
Gratuities which he promifed, cau-
fed her to apply immediately to give
him Proof of her Zeal to ferve

him.

She make ufe of all her aukward
Eloquence to perfuade E/za, that
fhe could not do better than {trive

to revenge herfelf, from the cruel
Treatment of her barbarous Hui-

band; and promifed her, that fhe
would facilitate the Means. She
then expatiated upon the Merit of
Don Benner, of whom fhe drew

Gg the
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the moft advantageous Portrait. Her
Difcourfe was perfuafive; fhe per-
ceived that Eliza was {ufhiciently
difpoled to embrace the Opportu-
nity fhe had of giving Don Bennet
the moft affefting Proofs of her
Acknowledgment, and to haften the
Moment of his Happinefs ; fhe afk-
ed the young Prifoner if fhe would

confent to recelve a Vilit from her
Prote&or? *

Suppofing I fhould confent to it,
replied Eliza, it would be to no

Purpofe, fince we can propofe no
Advantage from it.  Believe me,
Madam, replied tne intriguing Ma-
riane, 1 propofe nothiag to you but
what may be eafily expected; and,
if you will be generous enough to
permit 1f, To-morrow Don Benmt
will have the Honour of coming
here, to affure you of his tender
Attachinent. But do not fear, ad-
ded fhe, that your Honour will be
in any Danger. 1 am a Confidant

of
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of the Meafures that he will take,
and am affured of their Succefs.
But may not I be acquainted with
thefe Meafures? refumed Eliza.
Suffer me, Madam, to keep them
2 Secret, replied Martane ; becaufe
I would give you the Pleafure of

an agreeable Surprize.

The happy Don Bennet was {oon
after informed by a Letter from his
Confidant, of the favourable Dif-
vofitions of his fair Miftrefs. He
had before taken care to provide
(ome Rope-Ladders, and the next
Day he made ufe of them to afcend
to the Chamber of his beautiful
Prifoner. Mariane faftened them
to.the Window by which he  was
to enter; and the grateful Eiza,
who did not think the was marred
to occupy a feparatc Apartment

from her Hufband, did not think
proper to oppofe him. Whether

the was pleafed with this firft Vifit

of Don Bennet, may be eafily con-
G a6 jectured,
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jetured, fince it was prefently fok
Jlowed by a fecond.

Nothing could be more delicious
than thefe private Interviews; the
flecting Moments werc withed to be
prolonged, by thefe happy Lovers.
As foon as Night had drawn her
Veil, the amorous Don Bennet emn-
ploy'd his Ladder, and never parted
from his amiable Miftrefs till an
Hour before Sun-rifing. This ten-
der Commerce lafted above feven
Months, without any manner of Im-
pediment. The crcdu]ous Gualdin,
Keeper of the Keys of the Tower
wherein his chafte and virtuous Wife
was confined, could not fufpett
that any Body would undertake the
charitable Tafk to confole her every
Night, for his unjuft Indifference.
Befides, had he not placed over her
a Governefs, whofe Fidelity his
good Friend Don Benret had fo
much vaunted of ? And how could

he think that hlS Friend would de-

Le.l\ c
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ceive him? This Friend too wais
clad in a Habit of Sanctity, and
centinually difcourfed of heavenly
Things, in the moft affecting Man-
ner. Could it then be {uppoled that
this devout Friar would {uffer any
{enfual Defires to lurk beneath his
pious Harnefs ?

But let us leave the FPenetian in
his Error, and proceed to thew, that
notwithftandinghis utmoft Vigilance
he knew not how to guard againft
the Artifices of a cunning Friar.

I have already faid, that Gualdin:
had {worn never to merit the Name
of Father. He did not indeed me-
ritit, but he was however obliged
to bear it ; notwith{tanding his fcru-
pulous Exattnefs in accomplifhing
the Oath he had made never to make
his Wife any dangerous Vifits, con-
trary to the Engagement, the Mo-
ment approached, when he was to

receive
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r>ceive all the Honours due to a real

Father.

His ofhcious Subftitute was very
willing to refign the Glory which
was due to him alone. His Com-
merce with the fair Eliza was not
unfruitful. She carried about her
{fufficient Proof to the contrary.

But how grievaus would have been

her Fate, if fhe had become a Mo-
ther in the miferable Place of her
Confimement? Theretore the ten-
der Don Bennet would not {ufrer the
Health of a Perion fo dear to him
to be expofed to any Danger. His
Love interefted him in the Preicr-
vation of the Mother and Child. It
was to his Relations that Eliza was
to go to be delivered of her Burthen.
He made her the Propofition ; {he
accepted 1t. She efcaped in tic
Night, with Mariane, by the Help
of the Rope-Ladders which had
been the Inftruments of Don Ben-
net’s Happinefs. |

His
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His Relations received her joy-=
fully. The Recital which fhe made
of the Sufterings the had endured
from the jealous Fury of her Huf-
band, made them burft into Tears.
But let us return to the unfortunate

Gualdins.,

How greatwas his Surprize, when
the Domeitic who had the Care of
fupplying the Prifoner with Provi-
fions, came to acquaint him, that
the was efcaped from the Tower,
with the Woman who was appointed
her Guardian !

Tran{ported with Rage, he came
to difcharge his Heart in the Bofom
of his faithful Friend Don Bennet,
and afked his Advice. Ah! it is
all over with me, faid he, almoft
diftraéted! I am the moit unfortu-
nate Man that ever breathed !
What's the Matter, Sir, faid Don
Benner ! 1in a fimpathizing Tone,

What
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What terrible Misfortune has hap-
pened? My Wife, cried he, my
perfidious Wife { —Here Sighs cut
aflunder the Thread of his Dif-

courfe.

Well, refumed Don Bemnet, be
comforted, fhe is dead I fuppofe?
What then? We muft all dic.
Dead! no, replied Gualdini, the
Traitrefs, by a Flight, which I
could not fufpe&, has ftolen herfelf
from my Vengeance. I have be-
held, with my own Eyes, the Ropes
by which the made her Eicapc
Moft aftonithing! cried the Friar;
what furprizing News is this you
acquamt me with! But where do
you imagine the 1s gone to feek an
Afylum ? If fhe thould happen to
"be retired to her Kindred, believe
me, Sir, 1t might be of a ternble

Confequence to you !

Why, Father, fad Gualdini, can

any body blame me for the Precau-
ti0ns
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tions I have taken to defend myfel
from the Outrages that might be
committed upon my Honour. But
have you any fatisfactory Proofs of
it? refumed the Friar. You have
mentioned to me a Billet, which
you furprifed her with; but, to be
plain with you, I do not think that
a {ufficient Evidence of her Guilt.
Befides, have you been prudent e-
nough to avoid the Hazard of be-
coming a Father? Yes, I can make
Oath of it, replied the good Man,
and I have always kept her fo nar-
rowly watch’d, that no Perfon can

have had it in their_Power to beftow
that Favour upon me.

He prefently found, however, that
he was grofly miftaken. Donna E/iza
reported her Cafe to the Judges; her
Beauty interefted them in her Fa-
vour. She follicited a Separation
from her Hufband, which the ob-
tained ; together with a confiderable
Annuity, - But what compleated

Gual-
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Gualdini’s i7isi: rtunes was, that he
was declare tiwe Varhier of the Child,
which his V/ife »ad been delivered

of.

Nothing b o Accident of this
1Kind could { + tcicatiy nave corret-
ed his jealovs ‘Jumour.  He after-
wards was rooorited with his dear
Moicty; and : lic was afterwards
called by the Name of Father, he
negleted nothing that might entitle
him to it; and it is probable he was
no longer indebted to the charitable

Endeavours of any pious Father.

BASIL



