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leine in French ; r unfortunate iz !
lﬁv‘e mercy on her soul. ' She <oulA bear Her suf-
gs no longer! This morning when T ‘entéfed her
cell, shc was kneeling before a cmmﬁx, and with u stea-
dy hand, she was drawing a sharp knife through her throat.
I flew to her, bat, alas! it was tob late,~=1 was covered
with hér blood. She looked at me, and, lifting het hands
to Heaven, as if to implore for Ykness, she expired in ny
arms ! Almighty Creitor | forgive her ! may her sin be
upen the cruel wretch who drove her to that dreadful
suicipe |
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HENRI b FRANCCEUR.
A Freneh Tale.

Hsﬂl! pe Francaur was born at D/jon, in Burgundy,
in 1735. Hig father wus a respectable tradesman, and,
though his honesty and industry wete remarkable, he had
experienced so many severe losses, that it was with dif-
fiealty he could maintain his family, which consisted of
seven children. His wife, théBeloved partner of his sor-
fows, had sunk under the accumulated pressure of gtief
and penury, and Mr. de Francewr exerted himself to
support his dear children in as comfortable a state as he
could, devoting every moment, ig, which he was at Jei-
sure, to the improvement of their minds. Though he
tvas an excellent father, and treated all his chlldren with
great kindness, he could not help feeling more partiality
for Henri ; Mis disposition was so amiable==he was so
: " so ¢bedient, ard so dedirons of improving, that
fdﬁr impossible mot to 1ove him mote than his brothers.
“Wihken he had attained his twelfth year, his fathet, who
lamented his inability to give him as brilliant an edacation
- 0% a8
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as he wished, wrote most pressingly to a rich
at Panis, who had frequently offered Lis services. .
“de Epancaour ingenuously confessed his embarrassed situas
tion. ¢ I can barely subsist,” said he; ¢ but thgu; 1 d
- not mind so much as the impossibility of sending rrm g
children to a college, where they might receive an educa-
Lion suitable to the rank which their grapdfather held at
Bijon. Henpiin passicular might become a prodigy, his
assidaity is tryly astopishing; he devotes all his days to
study. You haye often expressed a wish of serving me—
o you gan find some sixuation where Henri may imprave
himself, I shall be for ever thankful.” The merchant
was a man really posscssed of the most benevolent
sentiments ; he wrote imunediately to Mr. de Frauceur ;
““ Send me your Heari; I shull take care of him, and
give him every opportunity of indulging his laudable de,
sire of studying., [ shall treat him as my son, provided
he continues to behave as well as you say he does.” :
Myr. de Francqur overjoyed, called his son to him ;
“ My dear Henri,” said be, *“ you must quit me for
some time, tut-it is for your goed, my circumsciibed
means prevent me from ¢nabling, yay to pursue your
studies ; my friend at Peris has promised to treat you ag
his son ; you will have every opportupity of improviag,
and you may one day become the support of your aged
father, and perbaps.of some of your brothers. Ge, y
‘dearest Heari, may the blessing of Heaven be with.yon !
Be abedient and grateful to Mr, Laborde, reverehim asa
second, father,”  Henri, who dearly loved his father, was
greatly affected at being forced to leave him; he would
gladly "hav}: abandoned all his flattering. prospects to re~
main with bim ; .but Mr. de: Frongeur knew too well the
value of Mr. Laborde’s offer to neglect it ; and Henri, after
assuring his father that he would write tohim every wes
set oyt feom his native town, and artived safely at Mz
Laborde's house. He was received and treated with. the
utmost kindness. = Mpr. Laborde allowed him to visit.ajl
the curiositienof the capital,, after which be sent hunhty:
95 t t




pal, in which he praised Henr?’s dillgencc dnd assi-
ity in the warmest terms, and said, that he would
unquestionably become one of his best informed pupils.
The kind Mr. Laborde enclosed that letter in one of his,
and sent it to Mr. de Francrur, who was delighted at
hearing so favourable an account of his dear Henri.
When Henri had been five years at the college Mr. La-
borde resolved to send for him, and endeavour to place
him advantageously : he therefore wrote to Henri and
desired him to set out in a month.  Henri immediately
,answered his letter, and in the most pressing terms re-
quested leave to remain six months longer. M. Laborde
was rather surprized at the request, and still more at the
agony which he expressed at the thought of quitting the
college, but he attributed it to his love for study, and he
consented. When the time was nearly elapsed, Henri
wrote to his benefactor, and in the most urgent terms en-
treated him to let him remain some time longer. Mr.
dalorde, astonished ut that request, wrote to the princi-
pal, angl, after having imparted to him his design of re-
moving Henri from the college, he inquired whether
Henri bad fulfilled his expectations. The principal an-
swered that Henr: was one of the best educated, und one
of the most amiable young men that he had ever known.
Mpr. Laborde then determmed to pay a visit to Henri, apd
learn from him the cause of his repugnance to quit the
college ; he received his benefactor with the most affec-
tionate respect ; *“ Henri,” said the venerable Lalorde,
rather seriously, *“ 1 have heard an excellent account of
your improvement and behaviour, but youare now nearly
mm I wish you to quit sthe college, 1 am de-
fplacmg you in some of the public offices, until

find you a situation, you will remain with mep and be
w as my son ; what is the reason that you appear 1o
fuﬂm;withm’ I-thought'you laved me.” ¢ I

do



" do indeed o mtl revere yau,"'mﬁhd:m ﬂ |
-htl-——younﬁllbe displeased with me.”, ¢ What
done? Why should I be displeased ?"
M’r. {:;nd ‘¢ Begguse I have not revealed to you thp. :
motive which makes me so desirous of remaining here.”
¢ I think Ican guess it,” said Mr. Laborde smiling ; *¢ you
have some attachment.” * It is true,” stammcrcd out
Henri: ““ 1 love, | adore, Missde M . .. shelives two miles
from the college ; I have the happiness of seeing her three
times a week ; her father detests the capital, and will not
suffer her to go there ; if I quit this place, I shall never
sce her again; and forgive me, if I say that [ cannot
exist without her.”  ““ Does she love you, my dear
Henri 7 ¢ Oh yes! very much ; she could not live
without me.” ¢ Well, well,” said Mr. leom’c', L3 |
shall see whether I cannot prcvall upon Mr.de M .
to give you his daughter, but you must not be too san-
guine in your expectations, for he is very proud of his
family. I have known him many years, and have often
heard him say, that he weuld give no portion to his
children if they married without his consent ; but, how-
ever, I shall see what I can de. Let us depart for Paris,
and to-morrow I shall wait on Mr.de M ....” Late
in the evening of the succceding day, Mr. Laborde sent
for Henri in his closet, and informed him that Mpr. de
M .... was so incensed at his daughter’s attachment,
that he was determined she should never have a shilling,
¢ But, Henri,” continued Mr. Laborde, * I have such a
high opinion of you, that I thought you would prefer
Missde M. ... without fortune to any other woman,
even with a large fortune, and accordingly I told Mr. de
M . ... that I wanted only his cansent; for, that it was
my ipgention to provide for you, in placing you in some
lucrafive situation ; therefnre in a week’s time Miss de
M. ... wil be yours.” Itis impossible to describe the
joy, -the happiness, of young Franceur. He wrote imme=
diately to his father ; and, after describing Mr. Ladorde's
hehaviour with the warmth of gratitude, he requested his:
hleumg and consent, M. Iadrdehpthswu&
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[ Biye e, M M, . < . made Henrlde‘hb
r the mltlt of men. A few weeks after their mar-
Lu&om’e sent for his young friend; ¢ My
Hgm- said he, ¢ I have'at length succeeded,—

Ihve pm‘cur‘d you a sitnation of twcnty four thousand
kﬁ*s a year, (about 1000/ sterling,) you will be imme-
diately under the Controller of Finance ; no one but he
can remove you from the office, and he has promised to
be your friend. I -now feel happy. I assured your
father, that I should take as much care of you as if you
were my $on ; " I'have, I hope, fulfilled rny promise. I
am old, and shall not probahly live many years. [ shall
die with the consoling. thought that you are secure from
want.”  Henri pressed his kind benefactor to his heart,
- and ran to impart the happy news to his fond and faithful
Elizabeth. - He had the good fortune to please the con«
troller, and his days glided in tranquillity and happiness.
Six years after, his revered, his excellent, friend and pa-
tron, Mr Luborde, quitted this world. Hesri and his
amiable wife felt the sincerest affiction, and shed tears of
gratitude on' his grave ; ‘before their grief had subsided,
Henrt received a lettcr 'fmh his brother acquainting him'
with the death of Mr. & Franceur. ¢ My dearest Eli-
sabeth,” sail Hemri, “71 have lost my two fathers, al-
most at the same time !” He was so much affected, that
his health was impaired for a short time, but at last, the
endearing attention of his wife, and the infantine carresses
of his bﬁh‘ved children, restored him to tranquillity.
Henri de Franceur was so universally respected by those
who knew him, that his father-in-kaw seat for him, and
treated him with the utmost affection. Poor Elizabeth was
now completely happy ; for, though she sometimes visited
her father, she had felt distressed at his neglect of her be-
laved husband.

- Fortune smiled upon Henri de Franemur until the year
1774. At that time he was happy as a man can pe ; he
had thirteen children ; and, though a family so numerous
w bim from amassing a fortune, he lived content-
edly, and did not wish for moge, The Av6é du T'. . . .



was very unexpectedly appointed consroller-gentral : bis
name will be long remembered with detestation. The
Baroness de . . . his avowed mistress, expended immense
sums with the most shameful prodigality ; her style of
living surpassed in magnificence and luxury that of any
princess, and the contemptible 464lé,in order to support
her in her extravagance, made several chunges in the de-
partment of finance, and removed several persons whose
services were of the greatest utitity.  One morning when
the unfortunate Henri de Francwur went to his office, he
was denied admittance ; and, upon inquiring the reason, @
man gave him a letter, by whieh the 48é du T .. ..
informed him, that his services were no longer wanted.
He fainted instantly, and it was with much ¢rouble that
the person who happened to be present could recover
him. As soon as he could walk, he slowly and dejectedly
bert his way towards his Rome, where his presence had
so often defused gladness, but alas ! his countenance was
so altered, that the affactionate Efizabeth and her chil-
dren were alarmed. ¢ Great God ! what has happened ?”
“she exclaimed. . ¢ Thou art as pale as death ! 'Oh, my
beloved, what ails thee ?”> ¢“Dost thou think I can see younai]
starve ?” calmly he replied, with the hollow voice of deg.
pair.  ““Starve !” they all-cried ; * Yes, starve : the A
bédu T . ... hasdismissed me. I have lost my place,
and you consequently have no means of subsistance,” buty—
““ Calm thyself, for God's sake !"” said the wretched and
weeping Elizabeth : ¢ 1 shall go to my father’s, he loves
me, he will'perhaps ussist us.” ¢“ I do not think he wnll,”
replied Henr: ; ¢ he is ot very rich—and besides, he wﬁl
not swerve from his oath ; but try what success thou
canst have. 1 shall go to the controller-general, perhayps.
he will take compassion on our situation ; I wish I hadd
gone to him before I made you all unhappy.” He left
the house with a gleam of hope. When he arrived at the
Abbé du T . . . ’she found it very difficult to gain admit-
tance ; atJast he was ushered in a most magnificent apast-
ment, where the 455¢ iir'u-nipping his chocelate 3 ** What
do you want ?” he asked Henr: in the most impolité mags
99 12 ' ’




e, H,‘ lon!, I have taken thelibertyofwutiqgm
. you to. represent my» wretched situation to you. I havea
wife and thirteen ciuldrcn, they subsist merely through
exertions ; 1 have served in the financial department

. with honour for fifteen years, you have this morning
boen pleased to dismiss me from my employment. Allow
me to observe, that, by so dom » you have doomed four-
teen innocent persons to cxpencnce the horrors of pe-
nury.” I have done what I pleased,” interrupted the
detestable A4/¢, ¢ and I find you extremely impertinent
to come and trouble me with your complaints.” ¢ But,
my lord, what must I do? what is to become of my un-
happy children 2 ¢¢ Let them starve, it is nothing to
me.” The A/Jé then ordered one of his attendants to
‘turn Henri out of his house. The distracted man fell on
his knees, and silently imprecated the terrible malediction
of Heaven on the cruel and insulting Aélé. He then
went home with a heavy heart, and found his El-
zabeth in tears. Oppressed by their sorrows, they re-
mained silent for some time ; at last the unhappy woman
threw Herself in the arms of her Henri ; ¢¢ My father will
not do any thing for us,” said she sobbing ; ‘¢ he says he
_pities us very much, but that, even if he had the means
.of supporting us, the terrible oath which he took, of
never assisting any of his children if they married against
his will, would prevent him ; and thou, my Henri, thou
hast also heen unfortunate in Ay application to the
Abté.” ¢ The vengeance of Heaven be upon him !” ex-
claimed Henri impetuocusly ; ““ he wishes our children to
starve. Oh, Elizateth ! Oh, my adored children! what
~will become of you ? As for me, 1 do not care, but the
.-thqnght that Lshall perhaps see you die of hunger fires my
brain. I cannot remain in that etate of horrid suspense,
1 shall go to all my friends. I bave many, perhaps they
will assist me.” He darted out of his house. The children
endeavoured to console their afflicted and weeping mether ;
.heir.sympathizing grief served as 2 balm to her distress ;
ﬂu was particularly struck with the tender attention of



little Eugene, who was only otqbi years of age; He
spoke of his father with such affection, and used so many
~means to console his mother, that lie nearly saéceeded.
At that moment Mr. de M. . .. (her father,) entered?;
¢ My dearest daughter,” said he, *¢ believe me when I
assure you, that I regret very much my impossibility
to serve you. I sincerely wish that ‘imperious ecircunt-
stances dil not prevent me ; but do not give way to des-
pondency, I have spoken to the Countde ¥ . . . who'has
promised he would use his interest, and endeavour to per-
suade the A/4é to give your husband another situation.
1 am affraid he will not succeed to the full extent of his
wishes, but [ have ‘no doubt of his being able to amelio~
rate your situation, therefore calm yoimtlf: where is
your husband ¥’ ¢ My dearost father,” answered the
poor Elizabeth, ¢ he is gone to his friends to solicit_their
protection ; would to God he khew what you have just
told me, for he is so extremely distressed that I greatly
fear he will never recover this shock ; after having lived
in a state of happiness for fifteen years, to be: thus sud+
denly reduced to want and misery, that has'had a dread«
ful effect upon him ; I shall be traly wretched until he
returti.,”  As she spoke, she heard-a knockat the door,
and sprang to meet her beloved Henri. - Adag! it was
not he; a stranger asked whether her nameﬂhﬂ- not
Francawr : upon her answering in the affirmative; he gave
her a letter, and hastily withdrew. She lookéd at the
letter | It'had no direction! She trembled as-she b%du:d it}
Scarcely had she began to read it, when she uttered a
loud and piercing shriek, and fell senseless on the floor.
Her father and the children ran to her, and thought her
dead. He sent immediately for a physician, who bled her,.
and said, that she had only faiated. Her father had
picked up the fatal letter; and, as soon as he heard that
the life of Blizaheth was not in danger, he hastily perused
the letter, which he perceived had been written by the
uifortunate Henri de Francaur. The following were the
contents of it; ¢« Dedrest Blirabets, when thon mdd
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m@wm will be no more : the Seine will
~contain the body of him who loved thee so well; do net
think me rash in thus disposing of my life without thy
- gonsent : hear what happened, and thou wilt'not blame
my memeory. After I quitted thee, I went to all my
friends to request them to unite their interest, and endea-
your to procure me a situation which might enable me to
support my beloved family. Oh, my Elizabet/ ! thou wilt
shudder to hear how thy unfortunate Henri was received.
My, C. L. ..t was the first to whom I applied ; he as-
sured me, that he knew no greater pleasure than that of
rendering me every service in his power, but that in this
instance he could not speak in my favour without running
the risk of lofing all his protectors. ¢“Itis very clear,” said
he} < that the A4lé du T . . . is irritated against you, and
it would be dangerous for me to testify my friendship for
you on the very day that such a powerful man has turned
you eut of his house ; in every other case command me.”
I left him with contempt, and went to the Chevalier Fran-
cis Julgs de R . . .; he l]amented my misfortune and pro-
tested fp me, that he was very sorry that I had been
turned out of the A466€s house, for he intended to invite
" me and my wife to go to the country with him. ¢ And
you must be aware,” said he, ¢‘ that I cannot invite the
man whom the 4éé¢ has dismissed from his employment
and turned out of doors!” Furious at these disappoint-
ments, ‘I rushed out of his house, and went to that old
Mr.de D . ..whom thou didst esteem more than any
of my friends. When I related to him my misfortune,
he appeared very much affected at it, and told me, that
he could do nothing for me in point of recommendation,
/but that he would lend me five hundred louisd’or, {about
/ $00/.) and that 1 should returm them when it was per-
fectly convenient ; he got up, went to his bureau, and,
turning round with an air of disappointment, *¢ Good
God ! my dear friend,” said he, ¢¢ I have involuntarily cohn-
mitted a very great mistake ; 1 have not ten louisd’or in the
house; Lam extremely sorry, that it is not in my power
P 102 3 to

i




T

‘to assist you; Inowummherthnt Hutlll my readly
‘money to my cousin.’ At that moment his servant ens*
tered, and told him that Prugon, the coach-maker, had
edlcd to know whether he would purchase a bcauﬁfu-l
‘English curricle, the price of which was only 310/, ¢¢ Oh !
by all means,” replied the man, who could not find above
ten louisd’or. ¢ Here is the money,” said he, giving 3204
to the footman ; ¢¢ get the difference from him, and return
it me.” WhenI found, that the man, who expressed se
mush sorrow at his not being able to lend me any meney,
gave without hesitation 320/. for the purchase of a curri-
cle, I began to perceive that all my friends were of that
kind, who are faithful only in time of prosperity ; my
agony increased every moment, and I dreaded the hour in
which I should be cempelled to declare to you, that I
had not the means of supporting you. I had only a feem
ble hope left——it was to call on the Chevalier Silvio de
Montano, that Italian nobleman, who had always ex-
pressed the greatest desire of serving me, or any one of my
family. After I had related the whole transaction te him,
he looked at me, and said calmly, ‘‘1am much distressed
at this sudden reverse of fortune,—you will lose all 'yonr
friends : as to me, I neverassist any of my acquaintances,
it would subject me to many disagreeable applications.”
I immediately bowed, and was leaving the room when he
called me back, and asked me what I intended to do ; add-
ing, that he would enable me to support my family in
affluence if I would accede to his proposal.—Oh, Elize-
beth ! dearest partner of my bosom! it was to connive at
thy dishonour. The infamous wretch had the audacity
of proposing to me to barter thy virtue for gold. I became
desperate. [ insisted upon immediate satisfaction, I used
such insulting epithets, that the villain was at last
roused :—we fought ! and the hand of thy Henr: bas
avenged thee !—But thy busband could not live—he could
not see thee and our beloved children starve ; my punishe
ing tbat villain would prevent me from seeking even the
means of procuring bread for you all. I quit thee ! Adieu,
¥3 Elizabeth ¥



!—bm’: fond, virtuous, wnbappy, wife, adien’!
'- _'Ht gsometimes of him, who was once thy fortunat
; “M&uﬁnnd, Henri de ¥ranceur.” 4
‘Mr.de M. ... felt indescribable distress at the perural
qfthe letter ; and he immediately resolved to endeavour
to find the hd}t.af'» the unfortunate de Franceur. As he
was going, the wretched Bl rabeth came down with her
¢hildren, and told her father that she knew where he was
going, and that she inteaded to accompany him. ¢ I
must see once more the body of my dear Henri /”” she ex-
claimed. Her father tried in vain to make her alter her
resolution ; “he represented to her that it would only add
to her distress, but she remained firm, and the mournful
family proceeded to that part of the Seine, which is gene-
rally dragged once a day. When they arrived, some men
were employed in that melancholy office; and, in a few
minutes, the body of poor Heari de Francewr was brought
up. Though much disfigured, the distracted Elizateth
knew itinstantly, and threw herself upon it ; the weeping
children surrounded the livid body of their father. Sud-
denly Eugene started up : ““ Which of you all loved our
father the most ¢’ he demanded - with a loud voice.
¢ J1,..1V" answered several of his brothers. = ¢ [ shall
prove to you,” replied he, ¢ that little Eugene loved him
more than all of you.” In saying those words, he ran to
the river-side, and plunged into it, with such rapidity, that
mo onegcould prevent him ; every attempt to save him
was tried, but without effect, Mr.de M ... . took the
care of his daughter, and sent her two of the best
yeicians, but it was too late, her heart was broken, and
“she died ten days after the fatal death of her much-loved
/‘and unfortunate husband. 'The tngical stosy reached the
‘King's cars, and he granteda small pension to the orphans.
.Mt the friends of Mr. de M. ... interested themselves
. for the children of Henri de Iihm, who had been so
x«llhy esteemed; and whose days would have flowed
a eouftse of uninterrupted happiness, had not the detest-
duﬂﬁdifl....- ‘deprived him of ﬂwmoﬁnp-
B / porting



mhp amiable and numerous family. m
revolution hl.ppened, in 1789, three of 1i’s ch

were living, and it is suppo&ed thcy have fallen vumms lb :
ite horrors,
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SUICIDE OF WILLIAM L... .,
A native of Sﬁqﬂldd

.Ar the bcglnnmg of thc last ccntury, l:vcd at Sheffield,

. Mr. Ty ...a merchaat, who might be called a man after
God’s own heart : his delight was in doing good, and
assisting the poor ; he wasan excellent father, and a faith-
ful and affectionate husband. Returning homeone day in
a very severe winter, he was much distressed at beholdiag
a beautiful boy, about eleven or twelve years of’ age, wh'o
was nearly naked : he was shivering at the door of an inm,
and imploring charity of every person who entered. At
the moment that Mr. T . ... was passing, the brutal land~
lord came out, and with a whip drove unmercifully the
_poor weeping supplicant from his door. Mr. T,... im=
mediately called the boy, gave him some' money, and
asked him who he was, and why he was begging? The
boy answered, that his father’s name was Edward L....n;
that he- was a blacksmith, and had five childrens that he

had been ill and unable to work, and thcy‘ were conse=’

quently starving, Mr.T.... went with the boyto cen-

vince himself of the truth of his statement, and, finding it - .

correct, he generously relieved them, and took William
‘home with him in the capacity of a servant; prom
him that, if he behaved well, be would be a good

to him. William, who was overjoyed at his change of

situation, did every thing in his power to please hismaster ;

and Mr, T.... admiring his diligence, determined to
give him an education, calculated to qualify him for a

counting-house ; and, if he found his abilities. eqna! tobis -
104 _ good=
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