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BASIL and CLARA, 
, 

AN 

o VEL. 

Rich Citizen of Rome, brought 
up in the Errors of a fuper­

ftitious Piety, was Father of fix 
Sons, to whom he was frequently 
repeating, that there was no Act of 
Devotion more agreeable to the di­
vine Being, than that of going fome: 
holy Pilgrimage. The youngeft of 
his Sons, named Bafil, of about 
eighteen or twenty Years of Age, 
affected with the frequent Exhorta­
tions of his Father, entreated Per­
million to make the Voyage of St~ 
Jaques de CompoJteila~ 

His. 
, 

, 
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His Father conunended the De­
fign which Heaven had infpired 
him with; and requefted him to 
haften the Execution of it. Balil, 
tranlported with Joy that his Father 
was fo well pleafed with his Inten­
tions, took leave of his Friends, 
and tore himfelf from the Arms of 
his Mother, who could not part 
from him without a Flood of Tears. 
She forced him to accept of a Purie, 
which the had concealed from her 
Hufband; for his Intention was that 
Bajil, during the Whole of this long 
Pilgrimage, lhould rely entirely up­
on Providence. We thall prefently 
fee the Benefit he reaped from this 
pious Voyage. 

Though very little qualified to 
hIpport the Fatigue of Walking. 
he was however determined to go 
on Foot. But when he arrived at 
St. Seba/ti01z, he was feized by a vi­
olent Fever, which obliged him to 
. keep 



, 
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keep his Bed for the fpace of a 
Month. I know not whether this 
Malady abated his Zeal, but it put 
an End to all Thoughts of proceed .. 
ing on his Pilgrimage. 

As foon as he had entirely reco .. 
vered his Strength, he dedicated 
his Time wholly to Pleafure; and 
took particular Care not to fuff"er 
his Paffions to lie idle. He was [enli. 
hIe that the Churches were the heft 
lllaces to have recourfe to, to feek 
for an ObjeCl: worthy of his Ten­
dernefs. He was not long before 
he found one which captivated his 
Soul. 

Donna Clara, Daughter of a cele­
brated Lawyer, was the young Lady 
he was enamoured with i but his 
TimorofuneiS made him delay for 
a whole Month, to make thofe De­
clarations to which his Impatience 
prompted him. 

• 

• He 
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He was every Day at the Temple, 
clofe by her Side; he permitted his 
Eyes to fpeak to her; but the La­
dies generally pretend to be ignorant 
of that Language. At length how­
ever, he determined to exprefs his 
Sentiments in Words. Donna Clara 
was at Chapel: He approached her 
as ufual, and placed himfelf by her. 
NUJilerous involuntary Sighs efcaped 
him, which ferved as a Prelude to 
the affeCl:ionate Declaration he was 
ahout to make. 

This young Beauty, happening to 
turn her Head, to fee who it was 
that was making fuch Lamentation, 
the amorous B'!Jil faid to her, Per­
haps, Madam, you will not pardon 
the Liberty I am about to be guilty 
of, hut it is your Charms only that 
are to be blamed for it, which will 
not any longer permit me to conceal 
the Paffion which you have given 
Birth to? 

Indeed, 
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Indeed, Sir, replied fue, this is a 
Declaration which I cannot fuffer 
myfelf to attend to; and I am afio­
ni/bed, as I have not the Honour to 
be acquainted with you, that you 
ihould prefume----Hold, Madam, 
refumed BqflJ, interrupting her; fay 
no more about it: Load me, I be­
[cech you, with the Reproaches 
that my Prefumption deferves; but, 
believe me, the Declaration which 
I have dared to profefs, is regulated 
by the ftriCteft Honour. But, Sir, 
replied fue, how often have you 
made this Declaration? For I doubt 
not, but a Gentleman of your Gen­
tility and Addrefs, has already made 
feveral Conquefts ? 

I know not, Madam, replied he, 
whether the Lady to whom I illOuld 
offer my AffeCtions, would accept 
them: But I can alTure you, that 
they have hitherto been prefcrved 
in the utmoft Indifference. And, 

may 
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may I then, refumed the, rely up an 
your Word? You may- indeed, 
Madam, (aid he; for it is you alone 
that have converted my Heart from 
the greateft Infenfibility, to the moil: 
paffionate Lover; and, I flatter my­
fetf, that you will not difdain to ac­
cept of my Addre1fes. 

He could fay no more; an Ac­
quaintance of Clara's came in, and 
wanted to fpeak to her; which put 
an End to this firft Converfation, 
from which Baji/ promifed himfelf 
the greateft Succefs; for, betides 
his Declaration not having been reoO 
jetted, he thought he perceived in 
her Eyes that he was not indifferent 
to her; he therefore hoped that he 
fuould the next Day enjoy again the 
~leafure of her Company; n9r was 
he difappointed. In the fame Cha­
pel, he had another Converfation 
\\ith his new . refs. 

This· 
• 
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This fecond Interview was ftill 
more favourable than the firft. Some 
broken Sighs, which efcaped the 
fair Clara, difcovered the Secrets of 
her Heart, and an open Confeffion 
of her Flame immediately {ucceed­
ed thofe mute Declarations. 

The amorous Bajil, emboldened 
with his firft SuccelTes, had the 
Courage to afk of the fair Spa1liard 
a nocturnal Vifit. But, howe\Te'" 
inclinable ihe might be to comply 
with his Requeft; the thought it 
abfolutely impoffible to efcape the 
Vigilance of her Parents. She how­
ever promifed her Lover that he 
{hould have the Pleafure of her 
Company at an appointed Hour, 
and named the Place of Rendez­
vous. 

It need not be aiked, whether 
Bo/zi was exaCt in going to the 
Place appointed; or v{heth.:r, he 

II ,va, 

• 

• 
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W'a.3 rleafed with the tender Fa\'G~jr' -
he recciyed of his young Miltrtl~ 
Two lVlonths elapted, during whiLil 
Time he continued his Vilits :1.nd 
Endeavours. Convinced of his Ct~i­
rLl's Conient, he determineJ to k!­
licit his Parents; he made Applica­
tion to. them by Letter, to which 
he received an Anfwer; but how 
great was his Chagrin on readin~ 
it? 

Bt1jtfs Father, fo far from heark­
ening to his Pretenfions, threatened 
him with the ievereft Punifhmcnts, 
if he did not immediately return to 
Italy. His .Paffion would perhaps 
have detained him in Spain, if he 
could have obtained the Succours of 
Caili, which he was now in great 
want of; but his Friends, deiirous 
of feeing him again in Italy, refuled 
to fend him any. He was therefore 

• 

obliged to be precipitate in his De-
parture. 

• 

\Vith 
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"Vith what Anglliih did he take 
leave of the amiable Clara? vVhat 
Tears did he not {bed on that 10r­
rowrul Occartoil? After having 
{,vom to her an inviobblc Fidelity, 
he afiurcd her that his Paflion fhould 
lUi1:en his Return. AiIure YOUl-[c1f: 
fclid he, that you will preiently ice 
me here again; for I am convinced 
that my Parents wi11 not refute the 
Petition I have to prefer to them. 
It is impoflible that their Tendernefs 
{hould hold out againfi: the repeated 
Attacks of my moil: earnett Prayers. 
I will [wear to them that my Hap­
rinds ,kpends wholly upon you. 
l. \m they then be [0 cruel, as to be 
de,lf to my Petitions, when my 
Felicity is at Stake? Alas! I fear 
it much, replied Clara fighing; 1 
am afr41id that neither your Prayers, 
!:)jghs, or Tears can obtain a ViCtory 
over their Refolutions. And, oli! 
y~ juil: Gods! continued 1he, what 
will become of me, if I muil: re-

H 2 Bounce 
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flounce the pleafing Hopes with 
which I have flattered mvielfr For 

" (why {bould I be alhamed of the 
Confeffion) fueh is the Exce1s of 
my tender Flame, that filOuld you 
engage that Faith to another, which 
you have fworn to me, I could not 
poffibly 1urvive it. Rather let the 
God's {hower on me the greatefi of 
Misfortunes, cried he; let me be 
the moft unfortunate of Men, jf 
anyThing can make me deviate from 
the Vows I have made you. It is 
on the Foundation of thofe Hopes, 
refumed ilie, that I confent to your 
Departure; but, be affured, if you 
fhould be faithlefs, and forget your 
Promifes, I would follow you, and 
exatt a Performance of them. 

The Proteftations he made of an 
eternal Fidelity, diffipated her Fears. 
It was not without a Flood of Tears 
that the beheld her Lover dep:1ft, 
who flattered himfelf that he f110uld 
quickly be permitted to hafien to 

wher~ 



[ 149 ] 
where his Paffion called him; but 
he was ignorant that his Parents, 
had, in his Abfence, provided a 
Wife for him. 

They . left no Means untried to 
{hake hisConfiancv. But vain we;"c -all their Efforts: The faithful BL'l/if 
1\\'ore, that Death alone lhould make 
him renounce the Love which he 
h<ld fworn to Clara. 

" 

The frequent Letters which he 
received from her, were full of tht. 

Affilrances of the moil: exalted Te:l­
dernefs; how then could he facri­
fice an O~jea fo worthy of hi:; 
Love, to the interefied Views of his 
Parents? 

But he did not [ufpea: the Stra­
tagems they were about to employ 
to render her odious to him. The 
Letters 'Ivhich the wrote to him 
were intercepted. Baft! however, 
did not ce:lie to write to her; but 

H 3 t\VO 
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two \.fonths oaifed without rccti\'iJ:,r 

~ " 
any An[wer to his Letters: ;\ I. 
length he received one, which lei;!,!..:.; 
him \,,:th the grctelt ofl\'1i~~0;'t,mc~:, 
.rJ \1£-' f' 1 1 1 leV n~er 0 It, W110 w~s er:lf11(J\'f,' 

J ,j' 

~~y his Parents, counterfeited Uar,,\ 
\Y riting 10 extremely exaCt, th,;.t 
Edil did not doubt but it was \';rit~ -
tt'il 'with her Hand: It w<:s as lol~ 
10\Y5. 

PoJi/t 110 lwgt'r, Sir, to at! cg 11;,,>1 
de 11//1 of )'our Parents. Subm£t to 
tb. ir Jz!pe,i~r JUdgll1C1lt; tbc), bdttr 
bl(/w 'U:hat wid tend moll to )'cur Ad­
"..:a1Jtcge. Blil1dt'd by 01.11" P'!/licn, 'WI.' 

z,a .... ·e teo !eng difregardcd 'U,:b.1f cur 
Dut)' c""atled fr011l UJ to Ihcfi 'i,:h batl 
gi·-.Jm liS Bei11g. For my GWl1 Piirf, J 
have ationed Jor my Fault bj' /ubmit­
liilg to their Commands. I have l'li­

gage'; !II} Faith 10 (111 Husband 'Zi'hom 
tbey have 11ominated, who has JberzoiZ 
bimfelf 'worthy of 111)' whale AIf~Bio1lS. 
It my EIlcc1ll is dear to ,'OU, Sir: do 
'!lot bcfittlte t~ flllo7. .. · my Example: NG 

longer 
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J~I.ll'" gi'-ve ),Oltr Part'nts Cl1l~fe to com­
plain of )'Vll,. ob/linate Refiflallce. In 
prc/crtiOll as )'riU regard the Advice I 
~h:{') I {ba/J judge whether JOlt have 
flill t71Z Efleem lor one who is truly 
zen,'ollS jor )'ottr Interdl. Write me 
f/o An/wer, OeCOl!(e 1 have gi'veJl my 
Word to my Hujhand that he jl'ouJd 
bove the Perz(/al of every Letter 1 
1Z,()u/d "(ccive, and perhaps you might 
1Il0ltio,ll yottr P qIJiOll ill that 'which ,.Ott 
'icw/d write to me; 'l.ohich might pro­
hably create an IndifferC71ce in the 
HeMt oj a PoJon 'whom I cjleenz more 
thall Life. 

Such was the f.'1tal Letter that 
was remitted to the unfortunate Ba-, 

jil : The Defpair into which it 
plunged him was extream, and con­
tinued feveral Months, during which 
Time his Parents firo\'e in vain to 
confole him. He obfiinately refufed 
to accept of the Wife which they 
had procured for 11jm. The heavy 
\1elancholy to "\"hich he was re­
duced, ll1:lde him incline to Retire-

H 4 mente 
• 
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menta He wanted to divorce him. 
ielf entirely from the ,rorld. In -\"Jin did his Friends and Relations 
oppoie this pious Dcfign; he refol­
vtd to take holy Orders, and he did 

• 
[0. 

The Fervour with which he com­
menced his Noviciate did not in the 
Ie~ft abate, till he h~d engaged him­
faf to Religion, by the utllal iolemn 
,·O\\'s. But a Ie-ng Repentance im­
medi~te1y fucce~dcd this precipitate 
Engagement .. rEs Parents had feN 
to the f~ir Spam"m'd a counterfeit 
Letter, informing her, that her 
Lover had married a rich Heirefs. 

This faKe News, which file be­
lieved to be true, threw her into 
fuch an Excefs of Sorrow, that i11e 
was feized with a dangerous IlInefs, 
which confined her above a Year to 
her Bed. ~he had but iufi began 

• <-

to recover, when ibe recei\'ed a 
Letter, which acquainted her that 

. the 
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{he had been the Dupe of her 
Credulity. 

A young Spanijh Gentleman, a 
Friend to Ba)i!, was come to Rome, 
and the next Day after his Arrival, 
he went to Ba{tfs Parents to pay 
him a Vifit. He was there informed 
that Bafi I had renounced the W orId 
about a Year, and named the Con­
vent to which he was retired. DOll 

Gu[man (for that was the Name of 
this Friend) haHened there to fee 
him. 

He converfed with Bafi/, who, 
notwithftanding his Retreat, conti­
nued fEll to nourifh the dear Re­
membrance of his antient Mifirefs. 
He aiked Don Gu{moll if he could 
inform him of any News concern­
ing her; particularly delired to know 
if her Huib:md was deicrving of 
her Tendernefs; and begged Iame 
Account of him. 



• 
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Gilfillan told him that he mull: 
certainly be miaaken; that the 

J 

beautiful Clara continued faithful.--
How f interrupted Baltl, would you 
make me believe fuch a Falfity? A 
Letter which I have received from 
her, has convinced me of her InCOll­

fiancy, and, in that very Letter, 
the exhorted me to imitate her in 
her Perfidy. 

My dear Friend, I compa11ionate 
your Cafe, replied the young Spani­
ard; but you are lefs to be pitied 
than the unfortunate Clara; perhaps 
you know not, that ille, like YOll, 
has alfo been the Dupe of her Pa­
rents Artifice. They conveyed to 
her a Letter, which ihe imagined 
to be written by you, acquainting 
her that vou had "Leen forced to ac-

J 

cept of a Wife that your Parents 
had provided for you. This alarm­
ing News threw her into a violent 

Fit 
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Fit of Illne[s, from which I believe 
iJle is hardly yet recovered. 

Heavens! crved the unfortunate 
,I 

Raftl, what is this you acquaint me 
with ~ Has the beautiful elm"a then 
preferved the Fidelity which fhe has 
j\vorn to me; and mufl: I no longer 
think her inconftant ? But fhe per­
haps thinks me Co? I will therefore 
jnfiity myfelf. 

His Friend had no Cooner left 
him, but he wrote a Letter to his 
Minrefs to undeceive her, and to 
acquaint her with all the Tricks 
and Arts their Parents had put in 
Practice to render them both un­
happy. He alfo informed her of the 
Condition of Life he was engaged . ~ 

111. 

The Perufal of this Letter calmed 
(in fome Meafure) the Di1quietudes 
of the fair Spaniard, and did not 

H6 a 
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a little contribute to hafien h.~r 
Cure. 

• • 

Her Strength was no looner reco­
vered, than without confidering the 
Perils of a long and dangerous V oy­
age, the determined to tear herfelf 
from the Arms of her Parents, to 
go to Rome. She thought it necef­
fary to difguife her Sex, and there­
fore aifumed the Habit of a Cava­
lier. She concerted her Meafures 
lvith fo much Art, for the Execu­
tion of her ProjeCt, that her Parents -
had not the lcafr Sufpiciqn of the 
Flight fhe was preparing for. Be­
ing efcaped from the paternal Houfe, 
Ine went to Cadiz; embarkc.:i there 
and arrived at Rome, after having 
courageoufly refified the Fatigues of 
a tlle[ome Voyage. 

The Day of her Arrival) ille en­
quired lor the Convent where:in her 
dear B !lii was confineJ; 1he was 
conJuCl-:d thithu, and beheld him 

• 

1Il 
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in a Friar's Habit. Think not that 
I lhall attempt to expreis the Tranf­
ports of our two Lovers; they were 
ready to {mother each other with 
their Careffes: Sighs and Tears de­
prived them of the Power of Speech; 
each of them was intoxicated with 
the Pleafure of feeing the other. 
But this fweet Delight was mingled 
with bitter Sorrow, when they be­
gan to refleCt on the invincible Ob­
ftades which oppoled their Happi­
nt[s. 

If is allover with US j faid Clara 
fighing, our barbarous Parents, by 
their cruel Artifices have fucceeded 
in their Endeavours to deprive us of 
all H~)pcs of Felicity. It is then 
unnecefiary that we lhould fwear to 
each other an inviolable Con :taney ? 
I mutt renOU!=lce for ever that d;}{lr 
Tide of \Vifc, w!lich h:1s been the 
Objea of all my vVilhes. Aad why, 
refumed BaJi!, muil we renounce 
the Hopes of the Union on which 

the 
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the Happinefs of my Life depends? 
I know not, added he, what will 
be the Effed of the Proteftations I 
have made; but my Paffion will 
render me ingenious to contrive the 
motl proper Methods to extricate 
myfe1f from thefe Chains of Con­
finement with which I am laden. 

Bafi I had perhaps better have CO;1,­

fidered of a fpeedy Elcape, than 
have amufed himfelf with confider­
ing what Meafures he ihould hare 
taken to obtain the Abfolution of 

• 

his V ows. I know not what Scru­
ples delayed him, but the Innocence 
of the unfortunate Clara was ex­
pofed to a thouiand Dangers. 

The DeLire of having it in her 
Pow~r to enjoy continually the Pre­
fence of her deareft Raft /, caufed 
her to conceive a Defign, of which 
nle would have been very cautious 
in the Execution, if fhe could but 
have fOfefeen the Dangers that at-

. tended 
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tended it. She. communicated her' 
ProjeCt to Bafil, who could not fail 
of approving it. It was, that fhe 
was to follicit a Place in the Cqn­
vent to which her Lover belonged: 
It was in the ~ality of a young 
Lay-Brother that fhe dcfired to be 
admitted. She fpake to the Supe­
riors of the Houfe; they enquired 
of her Birth, and her Country; they 
demanded her Motive for entering 
into a religious State. She told 
them- {he was a Native of Spain;; 
that, in her Infancy, Death had de­
prived her of all her F rienrls; that, 
being left entirely to her own Con­
duct, her unbridled Youth had led 
her frequently afiray, which drew 
on her the moil: fatal Confequences. 
In fine, ilie repreiented herfdf as an 
illuftrious Unfortunate, who had 
too great Reafon to complain of the 
Perfidy of the W orId ever to think 
of any Thing but an eternal Divorce 
from it. . 

Thefe 
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Thefe Words of Clara were at­
tended with a Tone fo affecting 
and periuafive, that fhe ealily ob­
tained the Favour 1he follicited. 

" 

Behold her then receIved in the 
Quality of a Novice; the Name of 
'Iheodore was given her, and (he was 
clad in a Capuchin. She began 
with hypocritical Fervour the Ex­
ercifes of her N oviciate, during 
which Time (he was emplop:~d in 
the mea neil: Drudgery. hut the Vi­
olence of her Love rendered thefc 
Trials of her Pride fupportable. 

, 

She was ordered to be ohedient 
to the Commands of the Look, 
who fet her about the molt ahjeCt 
Labour; and fo far was the from 
complaining, tbat the earnelHy ac­
quitted herfelf in all the hanl Talks 
which her Mafier fet her about: But 
the Night repaired whatth;: Delicacy. 

(It 
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of her Complecticn had fuffered in 
the Fatigues of the Day. 

A Cdl was allotted her, a~ioining 
to that of her delr Bafil; in whofe 
Arms iho forgot the:; Troubles of 
her new Condition. She was con'" 
tinually expreffing ~n the moil: ex­
ulting Terms, how happy (he was 
in her new way of Life, which was 
Co made up of Felicity, that fhe 
had not hardly another Willi to 
form. 

Thus rolled away the Time of her 
Noviciate, without having her Dif­
guife fufpeCl:ed by anyone of the 
Friars; fo ingenious was fhe in 
counterfeit. But the Moment was 
not far off, when, by fatal Experi­
ence, fhe was to be convinced, 
that amongft a Company of Friars 
was a very improper Place for In­
nocmce to feek an At}']um. 

• 

Brother 
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Bro~hcr 'Il:rct!fjre (it mull: be re­
membered that I alal1 call this yOtlng 
L2dy by no other Name hereafter) 
after the Time was e1apfed which 
is aJlotted for the Probation of;1. 
Nm"iclate, \vas with one Voice UIl­

animoufh" dmitted to the Profcffion . 
• 

The SlJt1eriors <'"ranted her an Em-• b 

ploy in the Infirmary of the Het:' 
pita1. Her Care and A11iduity in 
this. Emr10yment was the principal 
C:luie of her I\1isfcrtuncs. The 
general Father being . taken iJI, or­
dered that Brother 'Iheodore {bould 
attend him. Being continually with 
her, he made tome Dikoveries 
which he was determined to take 

• 

the Advantage of. I know not by 
what .Means he began to [u(pea her 
Dilguife, but however he did [u[pea 
it, and was determined to iatisfy 
his Doubts. 

• 

The IHne[s with which this reve­
rend Father was [eized, had not 

been 
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r'~'cn very violent; his Strength· . '-

\\·~tS therefor~ r!"cfentJy recovered; 
hut he Hill continned to exact the 
Attclllbnce of the young 'Ihcod~;·c. 
II c e\'C'l1 ordered ;1 Bed to be pre­
rarcd for her in his Anti-Chambcr. 
It may ealilybe gudled what were 
the Views of this cunning Friar, 
\';ho was extremely impatient to be 
lilfther fltisfieu concernin(~ his A t-

'- . . 
tcnd::l.Ilt. It proved a fat-~I Difcovery 
to the unfortunate Tht!odore! She 
had repofed herfelfwith Tranquillity 
in the Arms of Sleep, when the 
Father General, who had iomething 
1n Hand of too great Importance 
to furrer him to think of the Sweets· 
of Repofe, approached her Bed-fide 
with a dark Lanthorn ill his Hand~ 

Heavens! what [educing Temp­
iations were produced to his View? 
His fenfual Defires, like Tinder, be­
came immediately enflamcd. Hurl'd 
on by his brutal Paffion, he did not 
fcruple to exerci[e Violence to fatisfy 

• 
It. 
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it. In vain did the unfortunate 
~hecdcre put forth her Cries! her 
Sighs, Tears, amt utmeft Efforts 
could not preferve herfelf from the 
Brutality of wis holy Villain. 

The Pleafures which he received 
were fo far from Idfening his brutd 
Rage, that they ferved but to in­
efeafe its Ardor. 

'[['eodore was threatened with be­
ing 1hamefully turned out of the 
Convent, if {he did not confefs the 
Motives of her Difguife; lhe there­
fore declared the whole Story. 

The Father General could not 
without Jealoufy be informed of 
his having a Rival tenderly beloved; 
he therefore conceived a Scheme of 
fending him to another Convent; 
but a Doubt arofe, whether '[teo­
dore would cor&:nt to continue there 
if Bopl was rent to another IVlonafiry. 
Th~-E,-·il was irrenarable; therefore 

. .. I 

'Ibf(;(l( ;·t~ 
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rheodore determined it fhould remain 
a Secret to her Balil; but this was 
on Condition that the FatherGene­
ral would engage to keep what he 
had learned from her an entire Se­
cret. Thefe were the Articles agreed 
upon, which were by both Parties 
exaCtly performed. . 

• • 

BaJil thought himfelf very h appy ; 
:lnd how indeed could he fulpeCl: 
that his young Miftrefs was under 
the cruel Neceffity of beftowing 
tome of her Favours upon an ()di~)us 
Rival. But the is not yet arrivd to 
the Summit of her Misfortunes. 

The Father Inquifitor, and the 
Prior of the Convent, entertained 
th~ fame Sufpicions which th~ Fa­
ther General had done, concerning 
which they were determined to be 
fatisfied. 

Whlt an Ad.:lition to the Mbfor­
tU~lC:S of the miferable Claro! Be­

hold 
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hold her then the ObjeCt of th~· 

• 

Lun of three villainous Friars, with 
\, h~~e infamous Defires {he was bv 
t'..ifllS 'Obliged to comply. " 

This criminal Commerce, which 
lafted above a Year, was at Jaft in­
terrupted by an Accident which was 
in the Conde of Nature. Our young 
Brother 'I'hcodvre was about to be­
comeal\10ther; butitwas not anea-
1)' l\-Iatter to guefs who was the Fa­
ther of the Child 'ivith which the 
''':15 pregnant. BaJil however had 
the Honour of being appointed the 
Father; notwithftanding the Father 
General, the Inquiiltor, and thl: 
Prior, had each of them a Right to 
conteft that Title. But they gene­
ronfIy affigned to the credulous Ba-

.fit the _, .. -hole Glory attending it. 
-

Let us now return to our feigned 
Brother 1'brod(jrt',. who . for 10me 
1\:1 cnths had been reported to be ill 
of 2 Dropfy; but flle was pretty 

well 

7 



\\'c11 f..ltisficd i,e o~t::ibin.g a i})eedy 
Cure. 

, 

It was now become necdItr'/ for 
" 

her to keC'p her Bcd for [om';: Time; 
flnd y'm nv.y depend on it a1l poEi­
hIe Care was taken of a Perum fo 
loved by her Superiors, whofe Ten­
dernefs lhe had 10 dearly purchafed 
bv her Favours. But we arc now , 
pretty near arrived at the molt ex-
traordinary Part of her Ad\"entures . 

• 

The beautiful Clara was ft.') far 
:1dvanced in her Pregnancy that the 
lud but fix "vVeeks to reckon. This , 

\'.':1S a Subject of Inquietude for her 
" .. 

;'1:1d the u!1fortunate Baft!. He en-
rrt',lteJ Permif{ion to be always pre-
1:::1l with the young Brother 'li';eo­
,(c,'t'. This Favour was granted him; 
bat he was a Stranger to the private 
1)' • 1 c: . fi l'\cafons 07 tile vupenors or com-
plying with his Reqllefb and he 
\v,lS it) happy as te) be always igno­
rant of them. 

But 
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But an Adventure was about to 
arrive, which was to fecure his Hap­
pinefs, and that of his young Mif­
trefs. 

A Dominican Friar, named Del­
Ira, of St. Sebaflian, Uncle to the 
fair Clara, came to Rome to folIicit 
a Favour from his General. A 
Chamber was given him adjoining 
to the Infirmary, wherein ;was the 
pretended 'theodore. Being informed 
he was a Spaniard, he thought it 
was his Duty to pay her a Vifit, 
hearing lhe was extremely ill. 

Nobody but Baftl was in the In­
firmary, attached to the Bed-fide 
of his young Miftrefs, who, will 
fpeedily affume her fonner N arne; 
for this Spani/h F riaT, who was come 
to vitit her, had hardly cail his 
Eyes upon her, but tranfported with 
Joy, he ran and threw his Arms 
round her Neck. 

- Ah! 



Ah! my dear Niece, cried he, 
how great is my Surprize! may I 
rely upon the Declaration of my 
Eyes? What, my unfortunate Clara! 
is it you that I .behold again? Into 
what an AbyCs of DeCpair have you 
plunged your Parents by your Flight? 
Tell me then the ReaCon of your 
Difguife ? . I can:not recover from 
my' AftonHhment! Are thefe the 
Illufions of a Dream that deceive 
me, or, is it real? To find you too 
in a Convent of our Order! Un­
ravel to me· aU theCe Myfteries ? 

The Trouble with which this 
Friar was agitated, would not Cuffer 
I1.ny Connection in his Diicourfe. 
H~ waited for an An1\ver from his 
Niece! but the Confufion the was 
in, deprived her of the Power of 
mrering a fingle Word. Her Face 
W;lS prefently covered with Tears, 
and the could anfwer hut with 
'-:ighs. Her Uncle, afteCted with . 

I her 



• 
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l1er Bthavionr, could not refrail~ 
from Tears; but how great was hi~ 
Emotions encreafed when the un­
fortu."\ate Bafi /, weeping, threw 
bimfelf at his Feet! . . . . . 

• • 

. You behold,.(aid;he~ my reverend 
Father:, two unfQ.-tunate Victims of 
Love ~ , It was the Artifices of our 
c(Q.e1 Parents th~t has' given Birth 
tQ aU!. the .Misfortunes: your Niece 
UA I· have: bboured under. He 
thc:n reCited. his o\vn Ad;,entures, 
and thof~of the fair Spalliard. He 
thoughl it would have .be.en impru­
dent to conceal any Thing from 
c.l4raos Unde; becaufe he did not 
doubt but he would endeavour to .. . -. . 

alleviate their Misfortunes . 
• 

\Vell., replied Deltra, I will do 
my utlnofi to make ye happy. This 
very Day I will apply to the· Father 
General, and .the Fa.ther Inquilitor, 
in yourBehal[ Dry up your Tears, 
Cuuiin, continued he, and be a{rure~ 
. th~t 
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that a Fortnight Ihall not pals, be­
tore you are the Hulband of your 
Lover. . 

The miferable Condition I behold 
you in, hinders me from venting 
on you the Reproac)1es you de .. 
[erve j therefore we will let that 
SubjeCt drop, and ·think of nothing 
but to eraze the Blots which you 
bave made upon your Honour. 

• 

Oh! my dear Uncle, cried 1het 

taking hold of OGe of his Hands, 
which fhe had bedewed with her 

• 

Tears; I believe it is Heaven itfelf 
that h!s conducted you hither, to 
put an End to my Misfortunes. It 
is to you alone that I 1hall owe tht! 
Happinefs of my Life. Every Mo· .. 
ment of it therefore 1hall be em­
ployed in teftifying the Senie or 
my Acknowledgment. Balil too, 
on his Part, returned fuch Thanks 
::s were the Overflowings of a grate­
ttl} Hea:-t. 

12 The 

• 
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• 
• 

• 

. The Spani/h Friar faid, he would 
interceed with the Father General, 
and the Father Inquifitor; he might 
have added the Father Prior, if he . " 

had been acquainted with the pri~ 
\"ate Reafons why thefe three Friars 
ought to have confented to the Fe­
licity of his amiable Niece. But 
{be.took Care to keep that Part of 
her Adventures a profound Secret: 
She alto continued to let Ba/il re­
main ignorant of it, becaufe it might 
perhaps have abated his Ardor, if he 
had known that any other Perfon 
befides himfelf had received Favours 
from the beautiful Spaniard. 

The Motion which her U nde 
made, had the defired EffeCl:: His 
Niece was that Day removed pri­
vately to the Houfe of a Tradefman, 
where 1he was brought to Bed, and 
Ba/i/was declared the Father of the 
Child. 

He 
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He wanted next to obtain the Ab­

Colution of his Vows. The counter­
feit Letters that I have already men­
tioned were produced, which alone 
were fufficient to difplay the trea­
cherous Dealings of thejr Parents. 
At length Bafil obtained Abfolution; 
was permitted to frrip off his Capu­
chin; and that very Week he was 
married to the fair Glm'a. The\, 
then retired to St. Seba/liall, whc;e 
Clara's Friends refided, obtained 
their Pardon, and their Blelling, and 
fpent the Remainder of their Days 
in a State of uninterrupted Happi­
nefs. 

, 

J 3 MUS I. 


