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BASIL and CLARA,
- !
AN

NOVEL

lialian

Rich Citizen of Rome, brought
up in the Errors of a fuper-
ftitious Piety, was Father of fix
Sons, to whom he was frequently
repeating, that there was no Act of
Devotion more agreeable to the di-
vine Being, than that of going fome
holy Pilgrimage. ‘The youngeft of
his Sons, named Baf/, of about
cighteen or twenty Years of Age,
affeCted with the frequent Exhorta-
tions of his Father, entreated Per-
muffion to make the Voyage of St.
Jeques de Compoftella.
His
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His Father commended the De-
fign which Heaven had infpired
him with; and requefted him to
haften the Execution of it. Bafl,
traniported with Joy that his Father
was {o well pleafed with his Inten-
tions, took leave of his Friends,
and tore himfelf from the Arms of
his Mother, who could not part
from him without a Flood of Tears.
She forced him to accept of a Purfe,
which fhe had concealed from her
Hufband ; for his Intention was that
Bafi!, during the Whole of this long
Pilgrimage, fhould rely entirely up-
on Providence. We fhall prefently

fee the Benefit he reaped from this
pious Voyage.

Though very little qualified to
fupport the Fatigue of Walking,
he was however determined to go
on Yoot. But when he arrived at
St. Sebaflian, he was feized by a vi-
olent Fever, which obliged him to
: keep
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keep his Bed for the {pace of a
Month. I know not whether this
Malady abated his Zeal, but it put
an End to all Thoughts of proceed-
ing on his Pilgrimage.

As foon as he had entirely reco-
vered his Strength, he dedicated
his Time wholly to Pleafure; and
took particular Care not to f{uffer
his Paflions tolie idle. He was fenfie
ble that the Churches were the beft
Places to have recourfe to, to feek
for an Obje& worthy of his Ten-
dernefs. IHe was not long before

he found one which captivated his
Soul.

Donna Clara, Daughter of a cele-
brated Lawyer, was the young Lady
he was enamoured with; but his
Timorofunefs made him delay for
a whole Month, to make thofe De-

clarations to which his Impatience
prompted him,

He
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He was every Day at the Temple,
clofe by her Side; he permitted his
Eyes to {peak to her; but the La-
dies generally pretend to be ignorant
of that Language. Atlength how-
ever, he determined to exprefs his
Sentiments in Words. Donna Clarg
was at Chapel : He approached her
as ufual, and placed himfelf by her.
Numerous involuntary Sighs efcaped
him, which ferved as a Prelude to
the affe¢tionate Declaration he was
about to make.

This young Beauty, happening to
turn her Head, to fee who it was
that was making fuch Lamentation,
the amorous Bafi/ faid to her, Per-
haps, Madam, you will not pardon
the Liberty I am about to be guilty
of, but it is your Charms only that
are to be blamed for 1t, which will
not any longer permit me to conceal
the Paffion which you have given

Birth to?
Indeed,
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Indeed, Sir, replied fhe, this is a
Declaration which I cannot {uffer
myfelf to attend to; and I am aftc-
nithed, as I have not the Honour to
be acquainted with you, that you
thould prefume----Hold, Madam,
refumed Bafi/, interrupting her; fay
no more about it: Load me, 1 be-
fcech you, with the Reproaches
that my Prefumption deferves; but,
believe me, the Declaration which
I have dared to profefs, is regulated
by the ftri¢teft Honour. But, Sir,
replied fhe, how often have you
made this Declaration? For I doubt
not, but a Gentleman of your Gen-

tility and Addrefs, has already made
feveral Conquets ?

I know not, Madam, replied he,

whether the Lady to whom I thould

offer my AffeCtions, would accept

them: But I can affure you, that
theyﬂ have hitherto been preferved

in the utmoft Indifference. And,
may
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may I then, refumed fhe, rely upan
vour Word? You may indeed,
Madam, faid he; for it is you alone

that have converted my Heart from
the greateft Infenfibility, to the moft

paflionate Lover; and, I flatter my-
felf, that you will not dif{dain to ac-
cept of my Addrefles,

He could fay no more; an Ac-
quaintance of Clard’s came jn, and
wanted to {peak to her; which put

an End to this firft Converfation,
from which Bafi/ promifed himfelf
the greateft Succefs; for, befides
his Declaration not having been re-
jected, he thought he perceived in
her Eyes that he was not indifferent
to her ; he therefore hoped that he
fhould the next Day enjoy again the
Pleafure of her Cempany; nor was
he difappointed. In the fame Cha-
pel, he had another Converfation

with his new Miftrefs.
This-
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This fecond Interview was ftill
more favourable than the firft. Some
broken Sighs, which efcaped the
fair Clara, difcovered the Secrets of
her Heart, and an open Confefiion
of her Flame immediately fucceed-

ed thofe mute Declarations.

The amorous Bafil, emboldened
with his firft Succefles, had the
Courage to alk of the fair Spaniard
a noGturnal Vifit. But, however
inclinable the might be to comply
with his Requeft; fhe thought it
abfolutely impoffible to efcape the
Vigilance of herParents.  She how-
ever promifed her Lover that he
thould have the Pleafure of her
Compcmy at an appeinted Hour,

and named the Place of Rendez-
YOUS.

It need not be afked, whether

Bafil was exa& in goinz to the
go1ng

Place appomnted; or whether, he

H Was
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was pleafed with the tender Fuveur
he reccived of his yeung Miftret
‘Two Months elapied, during whic
Time he continued his Vifts and
Endeavours. Convinced of his (-
ra’'s Conient, he determined to (-
licit his Parents; he made Applica-
ticn to them by Letter, to which
he received an Anfwer; but how
oreat was his Chagrin on readine

1t?‘

Bafil’s Father, fo far from heark-
ening to his Pretenfions, threatened
him with the fevereft Punithments,
if he did not immediately return to
Italy. His Paflion would perhaps
have detained him in Spasn, if he
could have obtained the Succours of
Cath, which he was now in great
want of ; but his Friends, defirous
of feeing him again in Italy, refufed
to fend him any. He was therefore
obliged to be precipitate in his De-
parture.

With
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With what Anguith did he take
teave of the amiable Clara? What
Tears did he not thed on that {or-
rowlul Occafion ?  After having
fworn to her an inviolable Tidelity,
he affured her that his Paflion fhould
hatten his Return.  Ailure your{elf,
faid he, that you will prefently fce
ine here again; for I am convinced

that my Paler\ts will not refule the
Petition I have to prefer to them.
It is impofiible that their Tendernefs
(hould hold out againit the repeated
Attacks of my moﬁ earneft Prayers.
I will fivear to them that my Hap-
pinefs depends wholly upon you.
Can they then be fo cruel, as to be
deaf to my Petitions, when my
rtilitit) is at Stake? Alas! 1 tear
it much, replied Clara fighing; ]
am afraid that neither your Prayers,
Sighs, or Tears can obtain a Victory
over their Refolutions. And, oh!
ve juft Gods! continued the, what
will become of me, if I muft re-

H 2 nOUNCe



[ 143 ]
nounce the pleafing Hopes with
which I have flattercd myfelf? For
(why thould I be afhamed of the
Confeffion) fuch is the Excefs of
my tender Flame, that fhould you
engage that Faith to another, which
you have {worn to me, I could not
poflibly furvive it. Rather let the
God’s fthower on me the greateft of
Misfortunes, cried he; let me be
the moft unfortunate of Men, if
any Thing canmake me deviate from
the Vows I have made you. It is
on the Foundation of thofe Hopes,
refumed fhe, that I confent to yowr
Departure ; but, be affured, if you
fhould be faithlefs, and forget your
Promifes, 1 would follow you, and

exa& a Performance of them.

The Proteftations he made of an
eternal Fidelity, diffipated her Feare.
It was not without a Flood of Tears
that the beheld her Lover depart,
who flattered himfelf that he thould
quickly be permitted to haften to

where
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where his Paflion called him; but
he was ignorant that his Parents,
had, in his Abfence, provided a
Wife for him.

They - left no Means untried to
fhake hisConftancy. Butvain werc
2l their Efforts : The faithful Be/:/
fwore, that Death alone thould make
him renounce the Love which he
had fworn to Clera.

The frequent Letters which he
received from her, were full of th«
Affurances of the moft exalted Ten-
dernef{s ; how then could he facri-
fice an Objett fo worthy of his

Love, to the interefted Views of his
Parents ?

But he did not fufpet the Stra-
taceims they were about to employ
to render her odious to him. The
Letters which the wrote to him
were intercepted.  Bafil however,
did not ceafe to write to her; but

H ; two
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two Nonths D:liTtd Wit houtrc::c. )
any Anfwer to his Letters : 1:_
lcngth he received one, whif..:h loadid
himwith the ‘gi'C&tf"} of Misfortance,
'The Writer of it, who was emplove,
by his Parents, counterfeited Clira .
\?’r'tim {o extremely exad, that
Bcli/ did not doubt but 1t was vrit-
°n with her Hand: It was as i6l-

icws.

Perfaft no lenger, Sir, to a agoif!
the Wil of your Parents. Submit 9
thiir fupertor Sfudgment 5 they better
kuow what wid teand mofl to yeur Ad-
cantcge.  Blinded by our Pofficn, we
Face tco long difregarded what cur
Duty exacled from us to thefe «ls Lad
given us Being.  For my cwn Part, 1
have ationed for my Fauit by [ubmit-
t1g to tretr Commands., 1 bave -
gaged my Faith to an Husband <wbom
they bave nominated, who has [heon

bimfelf worthy of y whole Affectons.
If my Effcem 15 dear to you, Sir, do
70t /rff itate 19 followe my Example : N

longer
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Joizzer give your Parents caufe to con-
plain of your obffinate Refifance.  In
proportion as you regard the Advice 1
arve, I fhall judge whether you bave
fill an Efteem for one awbo 15 truly
cealous for your Interefl.  Write me
w0 Anfwer, becaufe I bave given my
Word to my Hufband that be flould
bave the Perufal of every Letter I
fhould reccive, and perbaps you might
mcition your Peffon i that «which vou
werld write to me 5 which might pro-
bably create an Indifference in the
Heart of a Perfon whom I cfteem more

than Life.

Such was the fatal Letter that
was remitted to the unfortunate Ba-
fi{+ The Defpair into which it
plunged him was extream, and con-
tinued feveral Months, during which
Time his Parents ftrove in vain to
confole him. He obftinately refufed
to accept of the Wife which they
nad procured for him. The heavy
Melancholy to which he was re-
duced, made him inclinc to Retire-

H 4 ment.
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1ent.  He wanted to divorce him-
feli entirely from the World. In
varn did his Friends and Relations
oppole this pious Defign ; he refol-
ved 1o take holy Orders, and he did
{o.

The Fervour with which he com-
menced his Noviciate did not in the
[eaft abate, till he had engaged him-
felf to Keligion, by the ufual {olemn
Vows. bBut a leng Repentance nn-
mediately {ucceeded this precipitate
Engagement. IiisFarents had fent
to the fair Spariard a counterfelt
Letter, informing her, that her
Lover had married a rich Heirefs.

This falfe News, which fthe be-

liecved to be true, threw her into
{fuch an Excefs of Sorrow, that fhe
was feized with a dangerous Illnefs,
which confined her above a Year to
her Bed. She had but juft began
to rccover, vvhen fhe i‘eceived A
Letter, which acquainted her t‘i{iut

he
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he had been the Dupe of her
Credulity.

A young Spamfh Gentleman, a
Friend to Bafi/, wascome to Rome,
and the next Day after his Arrival,
he went to Bafil's Pavrents to pay
hima Vifit. He was there informed
that Baf2/ had renounced the World
about 2 Year, and named the Con-
vent to which he was retired. Don
Gufman (for that was the Name of

this Friend) haftened there to fee
him,

He converfed with Bafi/, who,

notwithftanding his Retreat, conti-
nued thll to nourith the dear Re-
membrance of his antient Miftrefs.
He atked Don Gufman if he could
inform him of any News concern-
ing her ; particularly defired to know
1f her Hufband was deferving of

her Tendernefs; and begged fome
Account of him.

H g Gufman
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Gufman told him that he muft
certainly be miitaken ; that the
beautiful Clara continued faithful.--
How ! interrupted Baft/, would you
make me believe fuch a Falfity? A
Letter which I have received from
her, has convinced me of her Incon-
ftancy, and, in that very Letter,
fhe exhorted me to imitate her in

her Perfidy.

My dear Friend, I compaifionate
your Cafe, replied the young Spa-
ard; but you are lefs to be pitied
than the unfortunate Clzra; perhaps
vou know not, that fhe, like you,
has alfo been the Dupe of her Pa-
rents Artifice. 'They conveyed to
her a Letter, which fhe | 1mag1nm
to be written by you, acquainting
her that you had w.een forced to ac-
cept of a Wife that your Parents
hzd provided for you. Thisalarm-
ing News threw her into a violent

FIL
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Fit of Illnefs, from which I believe

the is hardly yet recovered.

Heavens! cryed the unfortunate
Bafil, what is this you acquaint me
with?  Has the beautiful Clare then
preferved the Fidelity which fhe has
fworn to me ; and muit I no longer
think her inconftant? But fhe per-
haps thinks me {o? I will therefore

jufhfy myfelf.

His Friend had no {ooner left
him, but he wrote a Letter to his
Miftrefs to undeceive her, and to
acquaint her with all the Tricks
and Arts their Parents had put in
Praftice to render them both un-
happy. He alfo informed her of the
Condition of Life he was engaged
U,

The Perufal of this Letter calmed
(1n fome Meafure) the Difquietudes
of the fair Spaniard, and did not

H6 a

N
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a little contribute to haften h:¢
Cure.

Her Strength was no fooner reco-
vered, than without confidering the
Perils of a long and dangerous Voy-
age, fhe determined to tear herfelf
from the Armns of her Parents, to
go to Rome. She thought it necef-
fary to difguife her Sex, and there-
fore affumed the Habit of a Cava-
lier. She concerted her Meafures
with {o much Art, for the Execu-
tion of her Projet, that her Parents
had not the leaft Sufpicion of the
Flight the was preparing for. Be-
ing elcaped from the paternal Houle,
fhe went to Caa’i:a; embarkced there
and arrived at Rome, after having
courageoully refifted the Fatigues of
a tirefome Voyage.

Thea Day of her Arrival, fheen-
quired ‘or the Convent wherein her
dear Bfi/ was conhined: the was
conductzd thither, and beheld him

1N
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in a Friar's Habit. Think not that
[ thall attempt to exprefs the Tranf-
ports of our two Lovers ; they were
ready to {mother each other with
their Carefles : Sighs and Tears de-
prived them of the Power of Speech;
each of them was intoxicated with
the Pleafure of feeing the other.
But this fweet Delight was mingled
with bitter Sorrow, when they be-
gan to reflect on the invincible Ob-
ftacles which oppofed their Happi-
l‘:ﬁ‘fS.

It 15 all over with us, {aid Clera
fighing, our barbarous Parents, by
their cruel Artifices have fucceeded
in theiwr Endeavours to deprive us of
all Hopes of Felicity. It is then
unneceffary that we thould {wear to
cach other an inviolable Conftancy?
[ muit renounce for ever that dzar
Title of Wife, which has been the
ObjeCt of all my Withes. Aad why,
refumed Bof:/, mult we renounce
the Hopes of the Union on which

the
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the Happinefs of my Life depends?
I know not, added he, what will
be the Effe&t of the Proteftations I
have made; but my Paffion will
render me ingenious to contrive the
mott proper Methods to extricate
myfelf from thefe Chains of Con-

finement with which I am laden.

Bafil had perhapsbetter have con-
fidered of a {peedy Eicape, than
have amufed himfelf with confider-
ing what Meafures he fhould have
taken to obtain the Abfolution of
his Vows. I know not what Scru-
ples delayed him, but the Innocence
of the unfortunate Clara was ex-
pofed to a thoufand Dangers.

The Defire of having it im her
Power to enjoy continually the Pre-
fence of her deareft Bafi/, caufed
her to conceive a Defign, of which
fhe would have been very cautious
in the Execution, if {he could but
have forefeen the Dangers that at-

tended
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tended it. She_communicated her
Proje& to Bafi/, who could not fajl
of approving it. It was, that fhe
was to follicit a Place in the Con-
vent to which her Lover belonged :
It was in the Quality of a young
Lay-Brother that the defired to be
admitted. She fpake to the Supe-
riors of the Houfe; they enquired
of her Birth, and her Country; they
demanded her Motive for entering
into a religious State. She told
them {he was a Native of Spain;
that, 1n her Infancy, Death had de-
prived her of all her Friends; that,
being left entirely to her own Con-
du€t, her unbridled Youth had led
her frequently aftray, which drew
on her the moft fatal Confequences.
[n fine, fhe reprefented herfelf as an
illuftrious Unfortunate, who had
too great Reafon to complain of the
Perfidy of the World ever to think
of any Thing but an eternal Divorce
from it. |

Thelc
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Thefe Words of Clara were at-
tended with a Tone fo affecting
and periuafive, that fhe eafily ob-
tainea the Favour fhe follicited,

Behold her then received in the
Quality of a Novice; the Name of
Theodore was given her, and the was
clad in a Capuchin. She began
with hypocritical Fervour the Ex-
ercifes of her Noviciate, during
which Time fhe was employed in
the meaneft Drudgery. But the Vi-

olence of her Love rendered thefe
Trals of her Pride_ fupportable.

She was ordered to be obedient
to the Commands of the ook,
who fet her about the moft ahject
Labour; and {o far was fhe irom
complaining, that the earneitly ac-
quitted herfelf in all the hard Tafks
which her Mafter {et her about : But

the Night repaired whatth: Delicacy
of
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of her Complection had fuffered in
the Fatigues of the Day.

A Cell was allotted her, adjoining
to that of her dear Baf/; in v holfe
Arms fhe forgot the Troubles of
her new Conditiorr.  She was con=
tinually exprefling :n the moft ex-
ulting Terms, how happy fhe was
in hcr new way of Life, which was
{o made up of Felicity, that fhe
had not hardly another Wifh to

form.

Thus rolled away the Time of her
Noviciate, without having her Dif-
guife fufpected by any one of the
Friars; {o ingenious was fhe an

countetfelt But the Moment was
not far off, when, by fatal Experi-

ence, the was to be convinced,
that amongft a Company of Friars

was a very impr0per Place for In-
nocence to feek an .../-‘ﬂylum.

Brother
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Brother Tlheedore (it muft be re-
membered that I thall call this youny
Lady by no other Name hme'u"tu)
after the Time was clapfed which
i1s allotted for the Probation of a
Ncviciate, was with one Voice un-
animoutiy admitted to the Profeffion,
The Superiors granted her an Em-
plov in the Infirmary of the Hef-
pital. Her Care and Afliduity m
this Emplovment was the principal
Caufe of her Misfortunes. The
ceneral Father being taken ill, or-
dered that Brother Theodore {hould
attend him. Being continually with
her, he made fome Difcoveries
which he was determined to take
the Advantage of. I know not by
what Means he began to fufpect her
Diiguife, but however he did {uipect

it, and was determined to fatisty

his Doubts.

The Illnefs with which this reve-
rend Father was feized, had not
been
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hoen very violent s his Strengthe
was tirerefore prefently recovered ;
hat he 1l continued to exaét the

,. e of the v heodsre
Attendance or the young Theodsre.
e even ordercd 2 Bed to be vr
L1C eVenl oracrsal 4 bed to C Pre-
pnrf:d for ner 1n his Anti-Chamber.
[t may eailly be guefled what were
the Views of this cunning Friar,
who was extremely limpatient to be
(nrther fatisfied concerning his At-
rendant. It provcd 1 fatngifcove'ry
to tiae unfortunate Theodore! She
had repofed herfelfwith Tranquillity
in the Arms of Sleep, when the
Father General, who had {omething
in Hand of too oreat Importance*
to {uffer him to think of the Sweets
of Repofe, approached her Bed-fide

2 1 » -

with a dark Lanthorn in his Hand.

Heavens! what feducing Temp-
tations were produced to his View?
His fenfual Defires, like Tinder, be-
came immediately enflamed. Hurl'd
on by his brutal Paffion, he did not
lcruple to exercife Violence to fatisfy

(.



[ 164 ]
it. In vain did the unfortunate
Ttecasre put forth her Crigs! her
Sighs, Tears, and utmoft Efforts
could not prelerve herfelf from the
Brutality of this holy Villain.

The Pleafures which he received
were fo far from leflening his brutal
Rage, that they ferved but to in-
creafe 1ts Ardor.

Treodore was threatened with be-
ing fhamefully turned out of the
Convent, if fhe did not confefs the
Motives of her Difguife; fhe there-

fore declared the whole Story.

The Father General could not
without Jealoufy be informed of
his having aRival tenderly beloved;
he therefore conceived a Scheme of
fending him to another Convent;
but a Doubt arofe, whether Theo-
dore would confent to continue there
if Bajilveas {ent to another Monaftry.
The Evil wasirrevarable; therefore

| Tb{’ﬁ*«:ﬁ’{'f



[ 165 ]

Theodore determined it thould remain
2 Secret to her Bafil; but this was
on Condition that the Father Gene-
ral would engage to keep what he
had learned from her an entire Se-
cret. Thefe were the Articles agréed

upon, which were by both Parties
exaltly performed.

Bafil thought himfelf very happy;
and how 1ndeed could he fulpe&
that his young Miftrefs was under
the cruel Neceflity of beftowing
fome of her Favours upon an odinus
Rival. But fhe is not yet arrived to
the Summit of her Misforiunes.

The Father Inquifitor, and the

Prior of the Convent, entertained
the fame Sufpicions which thz Fa-
ther General had done, concerning

which they were determined to be
{at:sfied.

Whait an Addition to the Misfor-
tuncs of the miferable Clara! Be-
hold
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held her then the Obje&t of the
Luaft of three villainous Friars, with

whode infamous Defires fhe was by
tnms 0thed to comply.

This criminal Commerce, which
lafted above a Year, was at laft in-
terrupted by an Accident which was
in the Courfe of Nature. Our young
Brother Theodore was about to be-
come a Mother; but 1t was not anea-
{y Matter to guefs who was the Fa-
ther of the Child with which fhe
was pregnant.  Ba#/ however had
the Honour of bemcr appointed the

Father; notw nhﬁandmg the Father
General, the Inguifitor, and the
Prior, had cach cf them a Right to
conteft that Title. But they gene-

rouily affigned to the credulous Ba-
71! the whole Glory attending 1.

Let us now return to our feignec
Brother Thcodsre, who for lome
Months had been reported to be 1!
of 2 Dropfy; but fthe was pretty

ve]l

/
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well fatished »7 obtamning a ipeedy
Cure.

It was now become neceflary for
hev to keep her Bed for fome Time;
and you may depend on 1t all pofit-
ble Care was taken of a Perfon {o
loved by her Superiors, whofe Ten-
dernefs (he had fo dearly purchaled
by her Favours. But we are now
pretty near arrived at the moit ex-
tracrdinary Part of her Adventures.

The beautiful Clara was f{o far
advanced in her Pregnancy that the
had but fix Weeks to reckon. This
was a Subject of Inquietude for her
ind the unfortunate Bafi/. He en-
rreated Permiifion to be always pre-
teat with the young Brother 7ieo-
qcre. 'This Favour was granted him;
but he was a Stranger to the private
Reafons of the Superiors for com-
piving with his Requelt; and he
was {o happy as to be always 1gno-
rant of then.

But
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But an Adventure was about to
arrive, which was to fecure his Hap-

pinefs, and that of his young Mif-
trefs.

A Dominican Friar, named D¢/-
{ra, of St. Sebaflian, Uncle to the
fair Clara, came to Rome to follicit
a Favour from his General. A
Chamber was given him adjoining
to the Infirmary, wherein ;was the
pretended Theodore. Being informed
he was a Spaniard, he thought it
was his Duty to pay her a Vifit,
hearing the was extremely ill.

Nobody but Baft/ was in the In-
firmary, attached to the Bed-fide
of his young Miftrefs, who, will
fpeedily afflume her former Name;
for this Spanifb Friar, who was come
to vifit her, had hardly caft his
Eyes upon her, but tranfported with

Joy, he ran and threw his Arms
round her Neck.

Ah!
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Ah! my dear Niece, cried he,
how great is my Surprize! may I
rely upon the Declaration of my
Eyes? What, my unfortunate Clara!l
is it you thatI behold again? Into
what an Abyfs of Defpair have you
plunged your Parents by your Flight?
Tell me then the Reafon of your
Difguife? I cannot recover from
my’ Aftonifhment! Are thefe the
[llufions of a Dream that deceive
me, or, is it real? To find you too
in a Convent of our Order! Uns
ravel to me all thefe Myfteries ?

The Trouble with which this

Friar was agitated, would not fuffer
any Connection 1n his Difcourfe.
He waited for an Anfwer from _his
Niece! but the Confufion fhe was
m, deprived her of the Power of
utrering a fingle Word. Her Face
was prefently covered with Tears,
and the could anfiver but with
sighs,  Her Uncle, affeted with

| I her
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her Behaviour, could not refrpin
from Tears ; but how great was hi.
I'motions encreafed when the un-

fortunate Bafi/, weeping, threw
hunfelf at hlS F cet! |

You behold fald he, my reverend
Father, two unfortunate Victims of
Lovet . It was the Artlﬁccs of our
cruel Parents that has given Birth
to all: the Misfdrtunes: your Niece
gnd I have laboured under. He
then recited. his own Adventures,
and thofe of the fair Spaniard. He
thought it would have been impru-
dent to conceal any Thing from
Clara's Uncle, becaufe he did not
doubt but he wouid endeavour to

ieviate their Misfortunes.

Well, replied Deltra, I will do
my utmoft to make ye happy. This
very Day I will apply to the Father
General, and the Father Inquifitor,
m vour Behalt. Dryup your Tears,
Coufin, continued he, and be aﬁu]rc,d

ti1at
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that a Fortnight fhall not pass, be-

fore you are the Hufband of your
Lover. -

The miferable Candition I behold

you 1n, hinders me from venting
on you the Reproaches you de-
ferve; therefore we will let that
Subject drop, and think of nothing
but to eraze the Blots which you
have made upon your Honour.

Oh! my dear Uncle, cried fhe,
taking hold of one of his Hands,
which the had bedewed with her
Tears; I believe it is Heaven itfelf
that has conducted you hither, to
put an End to my Misfortunes. It
5 to you alone that I thall owe the
Happinefs of my Life. Every Mo-
ment of it therefore thall be em-
oloyed in teftifying the Senie of
my Acknowledgment. Bafil too,
on his Part, returned fuch Thanks
s were the Overflowings of a grate-
iul Heart.

I2 The
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~ 'The Spanifb Friar {aid, he would

interceed with the IFather General,
and the Father Inquifitor ; he might
have added the Father Prior, if he
had been acquainted with the pri-
vate Reafons why thefe three Friars
ought to have confented to the Fe-
licity of his amiable Niece. But
fhe took Care to keep that Part of
her Adventures a profound Secret:
She alfo continued to let Bafi/ re-
main ignorant of 1t, becaufe it might
perhaps have abated his Ardor, if he
had known that any other Perfon
befides himfelf had received Favours
from the beautiful Spaniard.

The Motion which her Uncle
made, had the defired Effeé&t: His

Niece was that Day removed pri-
vately to the Houfe of a Tradefman,
where the was brought to Bed, and

Bafil was declared the Father of the
Child.

He
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He wanted next to obtain the Ab-
{olution of his Vows. The counter-
feit Letters that I have already men-
tioned were produced, which alone
were fufficient to difplay the trea-
cherous Dealings of their Parents.
At length Baf:/ obtained Abfolution;
was permitted to ftrip off his Capu-
chin; and that very Week he was
married to the fair Clara. They
then retired to St. Sebaffian, where
Clara’s Friends refided, obtained
their Pardon, and their Bleffing, ang
fpent the Remainder of their Days
in a State of uninterrupted Happi-
nefs,



