mhp amiable and numerous family. m
revolution hl.ppened, in 1789, three of 1i’s ch

were living, and it is suppo&ed thcy have fallen vumms lb :
ite horrors,

——— e
T e e T

SUICIDE OF WILLIAM L... .,
A native of Sﬁqﬂldd

.Ar the bcglnnmg of thc last ccntury, l:vcd at Sheffield,

. Mr. Ty ...a merchaat, who might be called a man after
God’s own heart : his delight was in doing good, and
assisting the poor ; he wasan excellent father, and a faith-
ful and affectionate husband. Returning homeone day in
a very severe winter, he was much distressed at beholdiag
a beautiful boy, about eleven or twelve years of’ age, wh'o
was nearly naked : he was shivering at the door of an inm,
and imploring charity of every person who entered. At
the moment that Mr. T . ... was passing, the brutal land~
lord came out, and with a whip drove unmercifully the
_poor weeping supplicant from his door. Mr. T,... im=
mediately called the boy, gave him some' money, and
asked him who he was, and why he was begging? The
boy answered, that his father’s name was Edward L....n;
that he- was a blacksmith, and had five childrens that he

had been ill and unable to work, and thcy‘ were conse=’

quently starving, Mr.T.... went with the boyto cen-

vince himself of the truth of his statement, and, finding it - .

correct, he generously relieved them, and took William
‘home with him in the capacity of a servant; prom
him that, if he behaved well, be would be a good

to him. William, who was overjoyed at his change of

situation, did every thing in his power to please hismaster ;

and Mr, T.... admiring his diligence, determined to
give him an education, calculated to qualify him for a

counting-house ; and, if he found his abilities. eqna! tobis -
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mwﬂ,he inteyiedm;ﬂace him at some respectable
William mproved répidly ; and, continuing

* %0 bebave well, Mr. T . ... conceived sach a friendship
'. for him, that he would not part with him, but took him
" in his own counting-house. For two years, he continued
to behave in an ev.emplary manner,and Mr. T.... in-
'l.rl:lsted him with large sums to pay bills or make pur-
chases : his agéounts ' were always correct, and Mr. T....’s
_partiality for him increased daily. When he had been
a clerk nearly three years, he unfortunately became ac-
quainted with a female of the worst of morals. She was
a hative of the mctmpohs and, having been the ruin of
many young men, she had left-I.ondon for fear of punish-
mgnt. She was not more than thirty ; her person was
elegant, and she could assume the most prcposscssmg ap-
pearance. William L....n became desperately in love
with that dangerous woman ; for some time he visited her
oply in the evening, and continued so assiduous in his
business, that. Mr. T . .. . did not suspeet his having any
a-ltachm:nt. Hewncr, h:s visits became more frequent
and he was so often absent, that Mr.T.... gently re-
primanded him; William had a geod htart he assured
his benefactor, that he felt much distreséed at having in-
curred his: cisplensure, and promised to be\havtﬂbcttem
Mr. T. .., préssed bim very much to know the cause of
his abscnting‘lﬁ‘rmclf so frequently ; and, aftermuch hesi-
tation, Wilblam acknowledged that he loved Miss Helen
‘G .. .., and that she had admitted his visite. ¢ My dear
William,” said the worthy T'i ..wy ¢“1 have seen Miss
;¢ TSR she appears an agreeable’ warhan, but no one
M\V& her.: She came from Lendon abput eighteen
magpf «she said that she had left the capital for the
izecovery of . her health ; but I will eandidly own that I
" have no great ophm of her. 1 vequestitas a favour that
‘you will discontinte - your visits nntil I have made some
inquiries about her character ; if she prove werthy of
your love, I shall have nocbjeetion to your marrying her ;
< butif; as | greatly fear, she be a worthless woman, Terast
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that you have sufficient fortitnde to abandon a‘ﬂ tho'
of continuing your comnexion with her.” Wiﬂiam
mised be would act conformably to Mr. T ....’s wishes;
but, alas! love had taken such an entire possession of his
heart, that, when evening came, he could not resist the
wish of going to Miss G ..’s. The artful woman hl.d
gau:cd such an asccndancy over him, that he was weak
cnough to impart to her the conversation which he had
had with Mr. T'.... She pretended to be much affected,
but she determined to be revenged on him, and ﬂattcred
herself that she would at last succeedin persuading William
to rob his benefactor, and supply her with large sums of
money. She began by telling him that Mr. T.... con-
fined him too much ; and that a young man of his age,
aud of bis abilities, ought to have more libérty. William
listened to her ms:dnous discourse, and began to feel less
gratitude for Mr. T.... A few days after, Mr. T ... .,
sent for William, and said to lim, ““ My conjectures were
but too true : Miss G.. .., am sorry to say, is an aban-
doned woman ; from mdlsputabic authority I have learn-
ed that she is a most proﬂ'igate character. I claim the
performance of your promise; my dear William, I con-
jure you to cease visifing her; Ihupc you will follow 'm my
advice, and not cnmpcl me to interpose my authonty.
William was greatly irritated agamst his benefactor ; hq

was so blindly attached to Miss G . , ‘that he fnncxca
Mr. T. ... had fabricated those rcports merely to pn:-
vent him from visiting her : hehowever disguised his sen-

timents, and seemed to acquiesce in Mr. T'....’s request.,
Instead of following .his excellent advice ; the misguided
youth neglected hm business, and was almost conatan:ly‘
at the house of his worthless paramour. M. T...
spoke to him with the kindness of a father: but, ﬁndm
that all hisattempts to recall him to virtue ‘proved anﬂ"eb-
tual, he wrote to him a short note containing these wnrdsl
L W:lllam I bave treated you kindly, ind I have a ng‘h&
to your gratitude and affection. Reflecton whatlpropm 4
to you : either quit Miss Helen G ...., and regain my
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~confidence, or leave my house, and never $ee me more !
T....” Theinfatuated youth carried that note*to his

mistress, and she easily persuaded him to quitMr. T ....;

:'_ but she found it more difficult to persuade him fo Fob his

benefactor of notes to a considerable amount : she at last
succeeded, and the unhappy William L ... .n, once a
virtuous and respected youth, repaid Mr. T ...."s kind-
ness by robbing him of 2451. to supply a contcmptlblc
wretch ! He shuddered when he had committed the de-
testable deed, and hastened to the abode of his detestable
mistress. She 'l.l.uuhcd at his scruples ; and told him that
they should set out for Scotland the day after, lest Mr.
T . ... should perceive the theft and suspect him. KEarly
the next morning, a messenger delivered the lollowmg
note to Williagp. ¢ Fly instantly, unhappy youth ! you
have robbed me, but I forgive you; my partnér suspects
you, and you will be takcn upin less than an hour. Fly!
this is the last proof of friendship that I can give you.
T....” Willam felt the keenest remorse for his be-
baviour to the best of men; he, however, prepared to
escape : but, as he was quitting the house, the officers of
police seized him, and charged him with robbing Mr,
T....’s counting-house to a considerable amount. They
carried him before the justice ; he confessed every thing,
and, in consequence, Miss G . ... was pursued and over-
taken. William and the abandoned woman (who had
seduced him) were confined in separate cells until their
trials, which were to take place in eight days. The next
morning, the wicked woman was found dead ; and, by
the livid spots on her corpse, it was evident that she had

isoned herself. In the evening, when the turnkey went
to William’s cell, he found him strangled ; the miserable
youth, unable to bear the sting of remorse, and the
thought of an ignominious death, had found means to
suspend himself to the bed-post, and was quite cold when
he was discovered. A sad and awful example to all pro-

#ligate young men ! 4
THE END.

J. H. Baxr, Printer, 33, Warwick Square.



