46 THE MAGIC LEGACY,

Alindor repeated three days fucceffively this pantomine, till the
anzuith and fears of the princefs had become almeft infupportable,
He then appointed the hour of midnight for a grand and fhal at-
tempr.

ZI::nomia waited the inflant of his arrival with the moft agonizing
palpitations.  Itwas now to be decided, whether fhe flwculd remain
a monfter, or fhould be again the moft beautiful of c¢reatures, Her
whole foul hung to theevent ; fhe received the afirologer with tears
in her eves, and conjured him to exhaufi ail his kill to free her from
fo hateful a deformity.
© # If the magnificent réewards promifed by my father he infhFeient
to excite your diligence and ardour, know,™ l?l.ld fhe, < that I
fefs realiires of incftimable value, with which, on the inftant yow
effet my cure, T will demonitrate to you my gratitude.

¢ I am familiar wi'h the promiles of the ﬁc%’-." faid the falfe phy-
fician with indifference and coldneis, ¢ and know how little fire
they are of performance.™ :

‘Zenomia, without anfwering, flept into her chamber, and re-
turned to the (age with her magic purfe, together with the hors and
girdle, that fhe might excite his avarice and elftablith his confidence.

#¢ Theie three infignificant utendils,™ fid fhe, “ poffels fuch mi-
raculous virtues, that it depends only on my ufe of them to become
the richeft and moft poweriul of all mortals. From this inftant they
are your own, and T will inftruét you to enploy them, when you
have reftored me to gy proportion of feature,™

*¢ I need not thy direclions,” interrupted’ Alindor, throwing away
his difguife, aod feizirg the precious prize. * [ refome what thou
hat robbed me of, and leave rhee thy falle heart, and thy monftrous

nofe.™

‘While he fpoke thefe words, he girded himfelf in his magic beli,
and withing himfeif in hix own kingdom, lefr the falfe fair one to
deplore the lofs of her ill gotten gains and her beauty.

THE ENCHANTED KNIGHT;

or, :

PHEBE.

HFRE was a man who was left a widower with one child, a
T fiweet girl, whofe name was Phebe.  After he had lived twor
or theee years fingle, be determined to marry again; and he was the
more e:!’:]y indured fo to do, becaufe he had met with.a woman
about his own age, and very much of his own difpofition, to whom
he bad made himfeli agreeable. This woman was a wiaow, and,
like him, bad a dwghter called Martha, who was two years older
than Phebe ; th.zu lly promifed to be exceedingly good and
tender to each other’s offspring ; and at firft they kept their promifes

well,
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* Tt happened fhat the father died, when Phebe was about twelve
years old j and 45 flic had Leen well fuftrdfted by her father’s carey,
who loved her dearly, fhe was, on account of the réadinels of her
wit, more accomplifhed and advanced in knowlelge than many of
twice her age, and inuch more {6 than her fiffer Martha, though
there had been equal care taken of them both. The death of her
father was a great misfortune to Phebe; fhe foon began to find an
alteration in the behaviour of her mother and fifer. The latter,
having mow no refiraint upon her, (for ber mothier had always been
far too indulgent) took every opportunity of thwarting Phebe, of
whom fhe became excesdiugly jealous, owing to the preference Phebg;
always obtained in fociety., |

It 'may eafily be imagined that poar Phebe foon became deprived
of all the little pleafires in which the uled to fhare : inftead of mix~
ing with the vificors, and going abroad with her fifter, as formerly,
fhe was confined to her needle, and ordered to aflift the fervant at the
lowett drudgery. -

‘The prailes that Phehe had obtained, and the admiration with
which évery b dy was ftruck who happened to get a fight of her,
fervedt only farther-to inflaue the enmity of thole so whom alone (e
could look for proteftion ; infomuch, that fhe at lafk was not ouly
the drudge of the family, ‘but was ftinted in her very food, obliged
to eat the offals, and beat upon the moft frivolous pretences, till (he
was {ometimes hardly able to move.

One day, when the mother and favourite daughter were gone out,
and had, as ufual, locked up every thing from her, leaving her but -
a fcanty pittance, fcarce halt’ enough to fatisfy nature, a poor old
woman, tottering under age, came to the door, begging fhe would
giw her a moricl to keep her from ilmi?. Phebe, though very

ungry herfelf, had too good a heart to fee fuch an old creature ready
to fink with age and hunger, and not give her every affitance in her
{:wer. She immediately went to the door, gave the poor woman

t hand, defired her to come in and reft herfelf, and fet about
warming what little morfel fhe had, (which fhe herfelf was going to
have cat cold) to make it as comfortable as fhe could, She then
laid a clean napkin and plate, and waited upon and cherifhed her as
though fhe had been her own mother. ¢ The God of Heaven blefs
thee I faid the old woman, as Phebe ftood miniftering by her fide;
 thou art a merciful and a gracious angel, and fhalt lofe nothing
by thy charity. Thou haft given ime iood, wilt thou give me a kifs?™
Phehé would always rather hurt her own feelings than the feclings
of another: and though the old woman was very difagrecable with
rags and age, fhe inflantly kifled her with the beft grace imaginable,
lett fhe fhould give her pain, or left fhe fhould be taought to defpife
age and poverty. The old woman fixed her eyes ftedfoftly upon
her—<¢ Sweet and heavenly creature,' faid fhe, * have I at lait
found fuch a one! Yes; if thy courage equals thy other virtues,
thou art the treafure I fo long and ineffedtually have fought,"—
Phebe wondered to hear a miferable old womin fpeak in this anner,
und in fuch language too. *¢ Thou art very young ; art thou of 3
wmmid difpofition 2—*¢ No, indeed,” faid Phebe, *¢ L uever injure
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any creature that has life or fenfibility. T would do lﬂﬂwr
body if I had the power, and 1 hop:)i commit ne mgk:dnefl, then.
wherefore Mhould I be afraid 3 p

FPhebe turned her eyes towards her guet, and inflead of 2 poor,
"““ﬁ';,' and beggorly old woman, fhe beheld a beauteous g::g
in robes of white and fcarlet, and wings more varioufly ipotred than
the fhining plumage of the Chincke pheafant |
“ Purelt and beit of earthiy virzins,™ faid the bright vifion, ¢ be
Tt alarmed "'t No," replied Phebe, * I am only furprifed. 1f
you are a heavenly being, you will not injure me ; if a wicked one,
‘v;ou cannot, till 1, by guilt, thall give you power over me."—

Lilten to me,” fiid the fpirit: ¢ Long have I been feeking to
deliver Oron, the knight of a neighbouring caltle, from the autho-
rity of the demons; but in vain: they have fiduced ard enchanted
him, and he is held a willing flave 1o five of the moft powertul that
Eie dark cnuails of the fu phurous regions can emit.- He bath
fuffeied themn to light np the Dead Hand within his walls, which
hath ftupified and Julled to flecp the guardian fpirits fate had ap-
peinted to proted him from their machinarigns; and till that is ex-
tinguithed, never fhail he be freed from their wicked dominion, The
f!lphs and uther aetherial eflences have in vain made war upon thefe

and their adh 3 A young virgin alene can vanquith
them, and extinguifh the enchanted fisme of the Dead or Glorious
Hand ; for & goad and beautcous. virgin is of more power thana hoft
of fpirits. I and uly companions have long mourned over the mis-
fortunes of Orcn ; for till thefe infernal and malicious fiends
fafcinated him, the earth had few young men fo promifing.

thee, then, fair and excellent ticature, is this charitable and
tatk afiigned.™

““ 1 hope I have the will, if I have the ability, to do good,"™ re-
plied Plicbe ; ¢ nor am 1 afraid of encountering fuch danger, asa
weak creature, like me, may {uppert ; but [ am dependent on the
will of ancther. I muit not leave my mother's houle without her
knowledge ; tor thar would be wickednels, and not virtue.™

Phiebe had fcarcely pronounced the lait word, when fhe heard her
‘mother and fitter at the door ; and, inflead of a fylph, faw the fame
old woman again at her fide whom her charity had fo Jately re-
licved, Shei‘mw not what to, think ; fie was ready to imagine fhe
‘had been in a dican ;. fhe ran, however, to open the door for ber
mather.— Hey-day! indecd! faid the fiter, “ what old beldam
have you got here to keep you (ompﬂyi I {uppole you have l:fc:l
baving your fortune told, but I am afiaid it is not wrygwd- -
*¢ Berter than thine will ever be, Calot,” anfwered the old woman,
and glided out of the bouie. There needed not half this to fet
them upen the patient fuffering Phebe: they both fell: upon her,
and, as they thought, beat her moit unmercifully ; but, to the
aftonifiment of Phebe, their blows gave her no pain. They were
not fatisfied with this: her filer intited upon it that fhe fhould be
inftantly turned out of doors, and the foolih and cruel mother put
her wicked wiflies in exccution,

Fhebe could not forbear weeping, at finding herfelf, thus fiicad-

»
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tefs and unknown, driven from her mother's houfe; fhe was even
exceedingly affefted with the thought “fcdwniuf from perfons who
had treated her fo bafely. She comforted heritlfy however, as well
as fhe could. # I am wery able and willing to work,™ thought the,
¢ and {urely fome charitable good perfon will give me a little food
for my labour.”*

§he wandered along the path fhe firlt took, without knowing
whither it led, till evening began to come on, and fhe was faint
with hunger, when, being come to an eminence, fhe far herfelf
down, and tored round to take a laft look at the inhafpitable, yet
refpefted manfion, from which fhe was expelled. As fhe Tooked
down the lawn, fhe faw, with furprile, her favourite cat, to ‘which
fhe had always been kind, coming trotfing afrer her, and
looking up, as if in pity for her fate. The cat feemed to be guided
by a ‘%Fiiﬂl‘ initinét ; there were three paths led from where her
miftrels fat, and fhe took one of them, and looked back as if in-
viting Phebe to follow ; which aftion fhe repeated feveral times,
Phehe, to whom no path had a peculiar preference, inclined to thae
from the aftion of the animal, The cat had not gone far, befote
fhe turned a little from the way to a bufh, and f , then went
back to mect her miftrefs, and returned to the fame fpot: this in-

cited Phebe's curiofity, and fhe followed to the buith. Here fhe
found. a clean white napkin, and in it a part of a very fine capon,
with fome good wheaten bread. Phebe’s feclings may eafily be

1%: fat herfelf upon the bank, and divided her treafute

imagined ;
with her friend,
She prefently rofe from her repait, and her cat {till ran before, as

if to condu&t her. They came prelently to a place where the fiile
had been hedged up, to prevent paifen

gers from coming any mare
that road ; the catturned down the fide of the hedge, and f{nund ‘a
clear gap.—Darknefs now. grew on apace, and there was neither
town, hamlet, mnor houle, in view ; yet poor Phebe kept implicitly
following her guide. On each hand were d its, bogs, and
cipices, ini@ which the fmalleft deviation wm:TI &r ever plunge
t:'; but her faithful eat kept ljul'l: before ; and every moment kept
tuming its lumineus eyes, as if to light and guide its miftre(s, fud-
denly bled down a precipice, and, by its cries, gave Phebe,-
whole feet were upon the very brink, waming of her danger, and i
own & t defiruétion.

While fbe ftood thus motionlefs, ard looking down the abyf idto
which her guide hud fallen, the beheld-an apparition rife flowly from
the bottam, holding a lighted torch in its right hand, for it had but
ane. Its vilage was of a death-hike paie and piteous ; it held up the
remains. of its lefi-arm, asif to impﬁln redrels, and Brandifhing irs
torch to make it thed a brighter light, it glided by, and ftood at forme
linle diftance. Phebe beheld the (peftre wich terror, yet with that
refolution which virtue alone can give. .

Her dreadful guide condnfted Ecr fafely over the moor, till they
came to a gothic cattle,” firrounded by 2 moat. The draw-bridge
#ms up, and the {pefire made a fudden fup, as 3 fignal- for Phebe
to proceed no farther yet; it then (kimmed acrofs the canal, and
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Mrait. the may ':gu v to creaky, and the bridge defcended
with.a weighty and | crafh that echoed through the ftillnels of
the night, and made the e:l v]::ldlui caftle reverbrate ndlinrmr.
Phebe was now in tetal dar s, and virtue:

to fauddes at the 1 Lmdhﬂmnmnﬂwm
moned up her firength, and with heroic fortitude afcended a par-
row ftair-cafe.  She went up fo many fieps, and kept fo continually
winding, that at laft, with giddines and want of bréath, fhie'was
oblige to reft. She had {carcely ftopped a mioment, before fhe heard
the clinking of chains, and the footiteps of one defcending, who
fent forth at intervals, the moft painful and difimal grodns. Her
p i!:ur now ftood an Hld,:_lu' hlood rI.nWHI: ﬂandhth:mlu[ﬁtmt within
 her ; it was impoffible for any one to 8,

_body would precipitate  her "to. the b:mm.; The m.“f.".&".‘;%
cl:ui’king increafed ; they feemed not three fteps diftant, and her fa-

_ culties-were frozen with horrer, when the place was inftantaneoufly
illumined, and fhe beheld the b Sylph fultaining a dreadful
bat with a mopft d by which it feemed to be almoft

overpowered. . A voice at the fame time cried aloud—¢ Go ferward !
. You only are in danger when you do net proceed.  Phebe aguin cal-
_led up her refolution, began to afcend, and again was left in filence
d total darknefs, X 4
IPSheul:llru at length to a little door, which opened with =-g‘::lllc
- pufh : through this fhe went, and found herielf upon the great fhair-
cafe, oppoiite to 2 fuit of magnificent apartments, illuminated with
:Etm tapers 3 thele the boldly entered, paffed fhrough feveral,
H found each fucceeding one fuperior fo thelalt, till fhe arrived in
the faloon. Here, in the centre, fhe deheld, upon a fi
_ €auch, Oron, the enchanted knight, lying entranced 1 over him hun
Auiperded in the sir the, Gloriens Hand; that is to fag, a '
ms;..d pared by Ne 7, dipt,in mmgi I oil,and wich
ﬁﬁe Blorious Hand bumnt dim as fhe drew pears. the colour re-
yired ia the checks of Oron, ber virgin breath purifed the air. The
Hand gradually defcended ; it's faint light bumt blue, and fearee
caii a gleam ; and, when oppofite to her coral lips, Phebe breathed
upan it the fame became totally extinét, and the knight rofe from
. s enchanted couch, . | & 4 {159
Phebe’s virtues now met a full reward, if any earthly blefling
_sauld be a reward for fuch paticice, ! , and magnanimity.
She became the lady of the calt e, the adored wife of Oron, the won-
der of the country, and ‘the ornament and’ pride of her fex, Her
‘mother and fifter would have humbled themielves at her feet; but
fhe taught them to be virtuous, and took them to her bofom: and
thus fhe convinced the world, that a perfeverance in goodnels muft
at laft conduét to happinefs,

- FINIS,
e
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