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MUSINOT and MANNOA.

A

French N OV E L.

Friar of the Order of St. Ds-
minie, named Mufinct, had
for many Years executed with Zeal
the pious Oifice of a Diretor, /i-
erne 10 Dauplbine, was the Place
where he exercifed his holy Mini-
ftry; under the deceitful Mafk of
the moft extraordinary Piety, he
had fo firmly eftablifthed a good Re-
putation, that there was not a Per-
fon in the whole City who had not
been the Dupe of his Hippocrify.

There
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There was not a Devotee but
would have rejoiced to have this
holy Father for a Director. He was
cvery where reverenced as a Sant,
and confulted as an Oracle. But
this pious Hippocrite was not born

with an Heart infenfible of the At-

trations of Pleafure.

A young Girl, named Mannca,
became his favourite Devotee. As
he perfectly knew the gentle Inno-
cence of this young Female, he wis
Afraid to terrify her with bold Pro-
pofitions at firft, Mannoa was fen-
fible and virtuous, and a mere Tri-~
fle would fuflice to alarm her inhe-
rent Modefty. Her Diretor was
therefore extremely careful to con-
ceal the criminal Defigns he had
conceived againft her Virtue. He
at firft contented himfelf with being:
often in her Company,‘ and conver-
fing with her; in which Converfati-
ons he frequently declared that for

| I 4 Perfons
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Perfons to expote themfelves to Scan-
dal was exquifitely criminal, and
that a Fault committed in private
carries half its Pardon along with

T
dte

His young Devotee did not at
firt comprehend the Senfe of this
Moral; but when her Dire&or
thought he had worked her up to
a proper Pitch, he did not hefitate
to exprefs himfelf in lefs obfeure
‘Terms.

He complimented her on her
Beauty, and even declared to her
the Impreflions 1t had made on
him. How, faid he, could I defend
myfelf from loving you? Are not
you the Workmanfthip of the Hands
of God? Thofe Charmswhich he
has fo profufely given yau ought
certainly to be admired. But you
know, my dear Child, added he,
that Ingratitude is a moft adious

Vice. Tell me, may I flatter my-
felt
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felf that my Love will meet with
jome Return? What Return can
you expect from me? replied fhe;
you are not infenfible that the La-
bour of my Hands is the only Pro-
vifion for myfelf and my Mother?
True, refumed the Friar. I know
the Narrownefs of your Circum-
ftances, and I promife you that I
will be generous and affift you; if
you, ‘in return will only promife to
love me. Oh! that I will with all
my Heart, replied this innocent A4g-
nes, if you will but give me In-
{truttions ; for how fhould I that
am but fourteen Years of Age,
know how it is to love ?

Well, well, my dear Child, re-
fumed the pious Friar, it fhall he
my Bufinefs to teach you; and pro-
vided that you are but docile, I
will engage that you fhall make 2

great Progrefs in a very little Time:
| will this very Day make you a

Vifit; but, tell me, is not your Mo-
I s ther
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ther fometimes from Home? Hardl
ever, replied fhe; but, what does
it fignify whether fhe is, or is not;
you cannot furely be unwilling that
the fthould hearken to your Inftructi-
ons; for Iam well affured that your
Reverence would net think of giv-

ing me any but what was very
wholefome.

I hope you do not doubt it, re-
fumed he; but I have, nevertheless,
fome particular Reafons why I ra-
ther choofe to inftru¢t you in pri-
vate : But we will talk of that ano-
ther Time. Adieu, mydear Child;
if I can {pare Time I will make you
a Vifit prefently, which fhall be
preceded by a Prefent which I intend
to fend you.

He was as good as his Word; he
caufed a Purchafe to be made of
fome Linnen and other Cloaths,
which was remitted to his young
Devotee the fame Day. But. her

MOtheI"
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Mother, who knew the Danger. of
receiving Prefents from¥'riars, would
not fuffer her Daughter to accept

1

of it. .. C N

The innocent Mannoa, who knew
very little of the World, could not
obey her Mother wiihout mutter-
ing. The Prefent was however re-
turned by the Bearer, to the Petfon
who fent it. He had the Affurance
to come and afk the Reafon of their
Refufal; Mannoa’s Mother made
the following Reply.

My Child, holy Father, is great-
ly obliged to you for the Prefent
you have had the Bouuty to fend
her ; but you know how flanderous,
how cenforious the World 1s. If
Mannoa fhould appear in an Habit
above her Condition, every body
will be wondering how the came by
it ; thould it be alledged that her
DireCtor gave i1t her; the Reply
will be, Is it cuftomary for Direc-

I16 tors
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tors to make temporal Prefents tq
their Devotets¢ And I will leavc
you to judge whata deal of Babbling
and Tittle-tattle will enfue.

“You judge right, replied the Di-
reCtor, and 1 confefs you cannot be
too much commended for your Dif-
mtereftednefs; but I know many
Perfons, extremely delicate 1n point
of Honour, who differ widely from
you in their Sentiments. I do not,
replied Mannoa’s Mother, endeavour

to convince you, that I am in the
Right ; but neverthelefs fuch is my

Method of thinking; which I do
infit my Daughter {hall conform
10.

Depend on it, replied the Friar,
‘chagrin’d at the 1ll Succefs of his
fir® Bait, I fhall not endeavour to
perfuade your Daughter to alt the
Part of a difobedient Child.

As
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As this was a Language not very
agreeable to the DireCtor, he made
but a very fhort Vifit: After fome
Minutes Converfation on different
Subjects, he departed very diffatis-
fied with the Reception they had
given him. But he was too expert
in Affairs of Gallantry to be 1igno-
rant of other Methods proper to re-
duce to Prattice. He had frequent
Opportunities of converfing with
the young Mannea ; and he knew
very well how to make her forget
the wife Leflons her Mother had
taught her,

He was {o well verfed in the Art
of Gallantry, that he found it no
very difficult Matter to make her
fall in the Snare which he had laid
for her Innocence. And what con-
tributed to his Succefs was, that
her Mother departed this Life at

the very Time when her Advice and
Inftruc-
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Inftructions were the moft necef~

fary.

- Being her own Miftrefs, the was
at full Liberty to aét as fhe thought
proper. Prefently after the became
the 1nnocent Vié¢tim of a ravenous
‘Wolf. After her Mother’s Death,
the propofed to go :to Service, to
wait on a Lady; but her DireCtor
dif"uaded her from it, promifed to
hire a Chamber for her, and that
he would make her frequent Vifits.

Oh! he was avery religious Man,
followed the Dictates of his Zeal,
and over-flowing with Charity for a
poor diftrefled Orphan, went him-

felf to do her thofe tender Offices
which fhe fometimes ftood 1n need

of.

But in a few Months Time Man-
noa beheld herfelf laden with the

thameful Tokens of a criminal Com-
merce with her Diretor. She ac-
quainted
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quainted him with it; but inftead
of feeming afflicted at it, he gave
her Joy of her Conception, telling
her that the ought to think herfelf
extremely  forténate, - becaufe it
would encreafe his Efteem for her.
He advifed her however to confine
herfelf at Home as much as fhe
could. She followed his Advice;
but if the did not make any Vifits,
the received fome which the had
very little Reafon to expect.

Her Dire@or was indifcrete e-
nough to acquaint one of his Bre-
thren with his Intrigue. This Bro-
ther of his wanted to partake of the
fair- Mannoa’s Favours; he therefore
went to fee her, and acquainted her
that he was not a Stranger to the
Happinef(s -his Brother' enjoyed in
her Company. Itwas in vain for
Mannoa to attempt to deny this
Allegation. This cufining Friar was
{0 well verfed in the Art of Intrigue,
that he prefently obtained the whole
- Secret.
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Secret. But fhe earneftly requefted
him not to deftroy her Reputation :
He promifed her the utmoft Secre-
cy; but this Promife was not to be
had without a valuable Confidera-
tion. She therefore thought herfelf
obliged to comply with his Terms;

and fuch Compliance produced de-
plorable Effects.

- This fecond Friar, whom fhe had
obliged by Proftitution, was not con-
tented with a fingle Vifit; he wanted
to cnjoy the fame Privileges that
his Brother did; but to prevent
any Quarrelling or Uneafinefs, he
thought proper to keep it a Seeret.
He therefore took particular Care
to conceal the Vifits he made his
voung Miftrefs ; but all his Precau-
tions were of no Effe&. The en-
raged DireCtor was informed of his
Devotce’s Infidelity. His Anger was
at firft {o violent, that he refolved to
facrifice her to. his jealous Fury;
but afterwards his own Security 1n-

{pired
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pired him with a more moderatc
Defign ; therefore, without any thew
of Vengeance, he was determined to
infli& a very fevere Punifhment on
the inconftant Mannoa; and he
thought no Method fo effetual as

to abandon her to her hard Fate.

Eight Days elapfed without his
condefcending to pay her a fingle
Vifit, in order to make his Abfence
the more infupportable. This fo
greatly affected her, that it was not
in the Power of any Perfon to af-
tord her -the leaft Confolation. He
{poke to his Brother Friar, his fecret
Rival, and confefled to him that
the Motive which engaged him to
deprive himfelf of Mannoa’s Com-
pany was, that fhe was in a Condition
which would prefently difcover 1t-
{elf. In thort he told him that this
young Girl was greatly advanced
in her Pregnancy, and would quick-
ly become a Mother ; that he thould
be conftrued the Father of the Child,

if
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if he continued his afliduous Vifii..
The Friar, whom he thus made
his Confidant, thought it neceffary to
follow his Brother's Example, for
the very fame Reafons; by this
means the miferable Mannoa was
unfortunately abandoned to Defpair;
at that very Time, when fhe had
the greateft Occafion of Affiftance,
there was not a fingle Perfon about
her to alleviate her Mifery. Over-
whelmed with the moft poignant

Grief, Tears guthed continually
from her Eyes. At length fhe re-

ceived a Letter from cruel Mu/ot,
which added to the Horror of her
Condition. The Letter was as fol-
lows.

« T would have continued to
“ thower my Benefits on you, had
“ you continued to deferve it. But
“ do not flatter yourfelf that my
““ Compaffion fhall ever intereft it-
“ felf again in your Favour. Ican-

‘“ not but reproach myfelf for hav-
| “ 1ng



[ 187 ]

*« ing been fo long the Dupe of
‘“ your vile Artifices. Henceforth
““ | fhall take a Pleafure 1n your
‘“ Tears. Adieu, endeavour to for-
‘“ get me; I fhall no longer think
“ of you, but as a Perfon highly
‘“ deferving my Hatred and Indig-
‘“ pation.”

This was the barbarous Letter
which the unfortunate Mannoa re-
ceived from her Director. By firi-
king Tokens of the moft fincere Re-
pentance fhe ftrove to difarm him
of his Anger. She wrote him fe-
veral Letters in the moft tender and
affetionate Terms ; but he never
vouchfafed to anfwer any of them.
The inexorable Mufinot continued
obitinate in his Refentment, while
the unfortunate Mannor, who had
been the Sacrifice of his brutal Pai-
fion, was almoft perifhing, without {o
much as a fingle Perfon to lend her
any helping Hand ; and what aug-
mented her Misfortune was, that

{he
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fhe could not conceal the thameful
Marks of her qunmy. ixaﬁveratcd
with the Cruelty of him who had

feduced her, the wrote him the
following Letter.
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“ It 1s not your Love that I de-
fire to plead in my Behalf; 1
will even confefs that I am un-
worthy of it; and yet it is your
Indifcretion alone that has made
me guilty of thole Crimes with
which you reproach me; for
why did you not conceal from
your Friend, the Compliances

““ you had feduced me to: But,

£

fuppofing me to be unworthy of

‘“ your Affection, atleaft permit me
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to implore your Compafiion. Do
you forget the Proof I bear about
me of your tender Paflion: You
are not ignorant ‘'of my Condi-
tion, and therefore know how
much I ftand in need of your
Affitance. Do not refufe it me,
and abandon me wholly, to De-

“ {pair:
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« fpair: You atre fenfible that 1t is
¢ in my P()Wﬂl'.to l'llifl you; d,O
« not force me then to. do you an
« Injury which I am far from de-
« figning. If you regard your own
« Interefl; you will not flight the
“ Advice which. flows from my
«« Tendernefs, but' confider what
““ you muft {uffer from my juft Re-
“ fentment, if you do not exercife
« the Affe¢tion:of a Father towards
¢« the dear Infant I am about to
1 bring into the World.”

Mannoa did not doubt but that
this Letter would have a happy
Succefs; for fthe knew that this Hip-
pocrite who had feduced her, had
nothing fo much at Heart as the
Care of his Reputation, which he
preferved by external Shews of the
moft unexampled Piety. He was
indeed intimidated with the mena-
cing Letter, but his Fear infpired
him with the moft barbarous In-
tent. He returned an Anfwer to

Mannca's
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Mannoa’s Letter, . full of the moit

convincing Marks of unaffected
Tendernefs.

He told her that his Anger could
not defend itfelf againft the Aflur-
ances fhe had given him of a fincere
Repentance; that the had again
found an Entrance into his Heart;
and that fhe fthould prefently find
the Effe&s of it. He condluded his
Letter with afluring her, ' that if he
could find a leifure Hour "in the
Day, he would embrace it to come
and reconcile Matters betwixt them.

He Went,' 'tis true, but only with
Intent to enfure the Sucdefs:of the
inhuman: Vengeance he meditatea.
The tender Receptian of Mannoa
was not capable of foftening the
Bartamty of his Heart. As foon as
he entered her Chamber, the threw
herfelf at his Feet, and bathed them
with her Tears.

May
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May I be afiured, faid fhe, that

you have forgiven me, and that I
have again {ome Share in your Af-
fcé’ucmsp Alas! how have I taken
to Heart the Tokens you have given
me of your Indifference, which is
more horrible to me than Death
itfelf ' 'What Tears and Sighs has
it not coft me. Well, my pretty
Child, replied. the: Traitor, ready to
{mother hér with feigned Careffes,
if my Love be dear to you, affure
yourfelf that you have the {ole Pof-
feflion of my Heart; and. that no-
thing thall ever b¢ able teo dinvinith
the Ardor of my Pafhon. . I confefs,
added he, 'that I alone amn. the Au-
thor of the Muistortunes -which 1
have accufed you of; for 'T did not
imagine that tne Perfon whom I
made my Confidant, would become
my Rival. But let us entirely for-
frel: what is pait, and wnk of no-

thmcr now but to taite the Pleafures
of
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of a fincere and tender Reconci.
hation.

How could Mannoe defend her-
{elf from fuch feducive Language.

Tranfported with Joy, fhe threw
her Arms round the Neck of this
abandoned Villain, and gave him 2
thoufand Proofs of the moit fenfi-
ble Acknowledgment. He returned
thefe Carefles in the moft paffionatc
and affeCting Manner, in order to
convince the unfortunate Mannsa,
that all Refentment was entirely
vanithed. But this was the lait

Vifit he intended to make her; he
extorted a2 Promife from her that

ithe would come to fee him In his
Chamber the next Day; and the
Reafon he gave to engage her to
comply with his Requeft, was, thar
in her Condition his Reputation
would be endangered, fhould he
continue to vifit her at Home. You

need, faid he, only come to Churcgh
I
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i the Duik of the Evenmg; and
whillt our Nuns are at the Refec-
tory, I will conduct you to my Cell.
To-morrow then I fhall expett to
fce you at fix 0'Clock in the Even-
inz; and pray take care not to weary
my Impatience.  He defired fhe
would be obedient to his Delfires.
Adieu, my dear Child, then faid he,
it 1s with Regret that I part from
you; and my only Confolation is
the Affurance you have given me,
that T {hall prefently have the IHap-
pincds of feeing you agati.

Unfortunately for her, fhe was but
o exact i periorming the Promife
fhe had made nm. Blinded by her
Patfion, the waited with Impatience
ior the fatal Moment which was to
cCle@ her Ruin. The Clock firuck
~ix; fhe ran with a Lover's hatle to
the Place of Randezvous.

The cruel Mufinct came to meet

1 . »
her; and, as he had promiicd, ¢in-

K oo
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ducted her privately into his Cham-
bar. He delayed the Execution of
his barbarous Defign till he thoughr
his Brethren the Friars were in g
profound Sleep. His brutal Pafiion
however, would not fuffer him to
act an idle Part in the intermediate
Space. Several times did he glut
his beftial Luft upon the unfortunate
Victim of his Cruelty. At Length
the profound Silence which reigned
in the Convent, acquainted him that
the Moment was arrived wherein
he could without Danger purfue his
horrid Purpofe. Under Pretence of
eafing himfelf by a natural Evacua-
tion, he tore himfelf from her Arms,
leaped out of the Bed, armed him-
felf with a Poniard, and had the
Barbarity to plunge it feveral Times
in the Breaft of her who had but
juft fatiated his infamous Defires.

Such was the deplorable Fate of
the unfortunate Mannoa. The Vil-

lain having deprived her of Life,
threw
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threw her Body into the Rbone.
By the Help of a large Quantity of
Water, which he had provided for
that Purpole, he wafthed off all
the Traces of Blood which had been
thed in his Chamber ; but it was
not in his Power to wath off that
which was imprinted on the Wall
that faced the River. A few Days
after this Murder was committed,
two Sailors happened to fee the Body
of this unfortunate Girl floating up-
on the Surface of the Water; they
took 1t into their Boat, and went into
the City to make their Report to
the Judges, who put every Method
in Pra&ice to difcover the Author
of this inhuman Murder.

Mufinot however thought him-
felf very fecure; for carrying about
him fuch an external thew of San-
¢ty, by which he had acquired an
high Reputation in the City, he did
not imagine he fhould be fufpelted.
But Heaven would not fuffer fuch

K 2 abominable
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abommable Crimes to go unpunifh-
ed. Some Pcrfon perceiving the
Marks which the Blood had made
upon the Wall, as I have before
obferved, the Judses were fum-
moned to look at it, and thereupou

erew very fulpicious.  Mufinor's
Chamber was wvifited, and his Bed

being found bloody, he was feized
and thut up i a Dungeon. It
would notwithftanding have been
very diflicult to convi¢t him of the
Murder he had been guilty of, if
Mannoca's laft Letter had not been
found among his Papers. This
Letter was prefented to him, at
which he fuddenly grew exceedmng
pale: He was legally examined and
committed to the Prifon of Grei-
chle. The Judges, after having exa-
mined the Informations lodged a-
canft him, condemned him to I:uf'-
for an 1ZGOMINIOUS Deatn. Beforc
his Execution, he not only confel-
fed this latt Crime he had becn
guilty of, but a Thoufand other

abominable
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shominable Tranfa&ions, which one
would tbink the very worft of Man-
kind could not poflibly be guiity of.
The Sentence pronounced againgt
him was then executed, which was
far inadequate to the Punithment he
Gelerved.




