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THE 

Lady's Drawing Room. 

DAY the FOURTH. 

EVER had I filund Ethelillda's Ap<lrt­
mcnt fo full of Company as on rhis 
Day: There were not only 111011: of 

thofe I had feen before, but alfo filch a 
Number of others, that, as large as her Draw­
iilg Room is, they made a I<ind of Crowd. 
I had not been there three Minutes, before 
I perceiv'd there were II;lany of them whore 
Vilits that Lady could very well have dif­
pcns'd with, tho' her excellent Good-breeding, 
and Sweetnefs of Difpofition, made her treat 
them with the fame Politene[s, tho' lefs Fami­
liarity, as ihe did thofe whofe Society was 
morc agreeable to her. In a Multiplicity 
of Company there cannot fail of being a 
great deal faid; but then it is general­
lyon trivial Matters, and, though however 
agreeable they may be in firft fpeaking, would 
not found well in the Repetition. Thof" 
who are capable of Converfation, being 
glnerally t90 polite to aim at ellgroffing ,it, 
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188 '1'he Lady's Drawing Room. 
give thofe who are the leaR fo, the full Li­
berty of talking on thore Subjects which are 
mofl: plealing to themfclves; and PeopJe wlJo 
have fmdl Judgment, and great Vivacit,:( 
either are apt to imagine the Yopick they 
are fu 11 of is equally entertaining to the Hear­
ers, or are too cardefs to confult whether 
it is [0, or not. This happen'd to be the 
Cafe: Philetn, Dcrinthus, AcqJlo, 2nd AriJ!D, 
were entirely filent. Bellimante, Emilia, and 
Mh-anda, {poke but little, and Ethelinda no 
more than bare Civility reguir'd ; while half 
a Dozen Fops, and ncar twice the N~mbcr 
of fine Ladies, ddi,lay'd their Volub:Iity on as 
many Subjects. An Speakers at the fame 
Time, and with an equal Vehemence; it was 
hardly pomble to difiingui{h either one Voice, 
or one Matter, from another; yet every one 
feem'd pleas'd, and teffify'd' it in a Concert 
of loud Laughter, 'till it was on a fudden in· 
terrupted, as was their Plurality of Difcourfes, 
by an Accident which appear'd to take up all 
their Attention. One of the Ladies cry'd out, 
o my Head! -My Heart! I am 
going ! - Then rolI'd her Eyes wildly 
round the Room, wreath'd her Neck, and 
difiorted a Fact', which Nature had made ex­
tremely lovely, into fuch Looks of Angui/h, 
that one could never have imagin'd, without 
being affur'd it was fo, that {he {hould do it 
through Choice; at lafi {he fell in a Swoon, 
3S I then believ'd, and was expreffing fome 
Part of my Concern for her Diforder, in com­
mon with the rcfi, when a Lady, who {toad 
near me1 whifper'd to me,. That it was all 
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CJ7;e Lady's Drawing Room. I Sg 
Aff'eClation, and, that lhe never appear'd in any 
publick Affembly, without pretending to fall 
into thefe Fits. She fancies, added mv 
fair Informer, that it gives her an Air of 
Delicacy, and, having little, very little indeed, 
either in .her Perron or Converfation, capa­
ble of attratl:ing the Regard of the Company, 
hopes to find that compaifwnate Notice for 
her Diil:emper, which neither her indifferent 
Circumil:ances in the Wodd, npr the l\1isfor­
tune /he has lately met with of being for­
faken by the Knight, has the Power to ex­
cite even from her beft Friends. TIlefe lafi: 
Words were accompany'd wi~h [0 malicious a 
Look and Accent, that, however blameable 
J thought the other Lady, I could not judge 
with lefs Severity on this. I made but little 
Anfwer, being unwilling either to affront the 
Lady, or to fay any Thing which might 
look like an Encouragement of a Temper fo 
pernicious to Society; and, as I was not deli­
rous of hearing any further Particulars of the 
fame Nature, retir'd to a diil:ant Window, 
and feU into a deep Mufmg. Heavens! faid 
I to myfelf, how is it poffible that Perfons, 
who are admitted to behold the Behaviour 
of Ethelinda, can indulge themfelves in fuch 
contemptible Follies ? Would they be all as 
zealous in corretl:ing the little Vanities of their 
own Humours, as they are in expoling thofe 
of their Acquaintance, how truly valuable 
might they make themfelves? What I had 
jult obferv'd of thefe tWD Ladies reminding 
me of a Thoufand whimfical PalIages of the 
fame Kind. which I had remark'd among 
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190 'l'he Lady's Drawi1lg Room. 
fome of thofe I had converfed with, I became 
fa loft in Thought, that, for a good while 
I was altogether ignorant of what was cld 
or done iI, the Room, and might pofiibly 
have continued much longer in that Revery 
than I did, if the excellent Ethelinda had not 
vouchfafed to call to me, defiring me to join 
Company, and at the fame Time .Ari/l~ 
plucked me by the Sleeve, and reminded me 
that the little Impertinencies, which it was 
impoffible for a Lady of her Rank not to he 
troubled with fometimes, ought not to make 
me forget what was due to the other Part of 
the Affembly. I could no lefs than apologize, 
in the beft Manner I could, for the Abfcnce 
of Mind I had been guilty of; which IlJI"in6 
done, I refumed my Seat, and faw with no 
fmall Satisfaction, that the counterfeit InJif­
pofed, and the Lady who had betray'd her to 
me, were both gone, and, .... as I was afterward, 
inform'd, went in the fame Chariot together, 
with all the Appearance of the greatdl: Friend. 
fhip on both Sides. Several others alfo, who 
could jufHy be caIl'd no other than Difiur­
hers of Converfation, had Laken their Leave j 

and what feem'd now to engrofs the Atten­
tion of all prefent, was a young Lady in a 
new Suit of Clothes. Every body in the 
Room were afk'd, How they liked .her Fan­
cy in the Choice of the Brocade? The Man­
ner of its being made ?- The Air of the Sleeve? 
And I believe it took up little lefs than 
an Hour to anfwer all the Interro;ato­
ries {he made on each particular Part of it. 
From that; {he fell into a mof!: learned 
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Differtation on Dref." in general, condemnino­
one of her Acquaintance for wearing Red: 
another for being feen in Blue, a third for 
affeCting Y cHow. One had her Petti­
coats too fcanty, another "vas as extrava­
gant in the Fulnefs of them: Some had 
them too Long, others too Short.-­
Lady Sophia difcovcr'd an unbecoming AHu­
rance, in expofing her bare Neck, bccaufe it 
was the only handfome Thmg about her. ' 
Lady Prll, to conceal the Deformity of her's, 
fweated under the \'1 eight of a Capuchin in 

uly. In fine, {he took abundance of 
ains to prove, That no body had any Un­

derllan,!ing in the Elegancy of Drer.~ but her­
(elf; and, whoever had an Inclination to be 
perfect in that Art, might have liften'd to 
her with Pleafure. But, thank Heaven, at 
lall {he ended, having f.:lid every Thing fhe 
could think of on the Subject, and fhew'd 
herfelf {ufficiently, as fhc thought, to be 
talk'd of with Admiration after her Depar­
turt', fhe took wing to carry hcr Inf1ruCtions 
to fame other Place, and nonc now remain'c! 
but Per{ons cf real Taf1e, or who had Dif­
cretion enough to enable them to conceal that 
Deficiency, and render their Difcourfe agree­
able on fuch SubjeCts as would not betray a 
DefcCt in Judgment. And indeed a Perfon, 
who knows how to hold his Tongl:e in 
Matters, which to talk much on would be to 
his Difudvantage, cannot, I think, be properly 
{aid to want Judgment; and I know not if 
to avoid (in a Manner which may not fcern 
as if we did fa) all Speech of what we know 
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is above our Capacity to talk judicioufly upon, 
be not as great an Argument of good Sen[c 
~ to be able to declaim with the utmofl: Ofa~ 
tory. As the beft Rhymer is not always tile 
heft Poet; fa he that tolks moft fluently does 
not always think moft jujl/y. It has ever been 
allow'd, That to know onefelf is the moll: 
ufeful Part of Knowledge; and jf fo, thefe 
prudent Chufers of Converfation merit more 
Applaufe than the World is fenfible of, and, 
tho' they defrre not to recei ve, nor are paid anI', 
find their own Account in the Praife of this 
filent Virtue. But, to return, 

Well, faid Phi/etes, we are now as it Were 
all of a Family again; we have indeed fewer 
Stars th.m we had juft now, yet mcthinks 
()tir Hcmifphere /hines not the lefs bright.-­
That is, becauCe too many obftruCl: each 
other's Influence, reply'd Lucillius; it makes 
however a Confufion of Light, which is not 
difagreeable to the Eye: Therefore, I think 
the Comparifon would be more jufl: to fay, 
The Mufick: of our Spheres has been for a 
good while interrupted, and Difcord Ufllrp'd 
its Place. Not at all, cry'd Be/limonte, for, 
to make your's good, we muft all hold our 
Tongues, at lea£1: if it be true, as the Philofo­
phers tell us, That the Mufick of the Spheres 
confifl:s in a profound Silence. That is a 
Truth which I believe no body difplltes, 
Madam, faid .AriJlo; but then we mufi lofe 
the Faculty of Speech ourfelves, before we 
can be able to tafl:e it: When WI: become 
all Soul, and every Senfe is abforb'd in Con­
templation, Stilnef£ will be Harmony, more 
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Tbe Lady's Drawil1g Room. I93 
r:lviiliinO" than Hal/del's Notes are to his fair Ad­
mirers. ", rrhis, however, is a Plcafurc which 
none of us (eem very hafi:y to enjoy; and while 
we can"y th:s Flefh and Blood about us, and 
"have Veifds fufceptible of Sound, we can have 
JlO other Notion of the Muuck cf the Spheres, 
than what Vo;ces, fuch as yours, convey to us; 
aud I think therefore Lucillius perfectly right in 
the Metaphor he made choice of. 

Not to take from the Gallantry of this Com­
pliment, f.lid Ethelinda, I think there is fome­
what, which, more than the moll: tranfparting 
Sounds, enables us to conceive that pure De­
Lght we hope hereafter to enjoy in the MUllCk 
of the Spheres, and that is, when our l\1cmory 
internally repeats the admirable Things we 
either nuy have heard or read; for, though we 
are originally indebted to others than ourfdves 
fl.r it, it then becomes meedr intellectual, and 
is excited bv no Object frvm without. 

/ " 

A Mind elevated like yours, Madam, reply'd 
DorilZtbllS, is doubtLfs e;:pable of furnilhing 
Iueas for itfdf, whic.h may very much antici­
pate the Bleffings of Futurity. The Soul be­
ing in its OWil Nature altogeth.:!r divine, retains 
or lores its Power, in proportion as it is more 
or lefs c1ogg'J with fenfual Objects; and where 
110 Anger, Fear, DeliJair, Ambitiun, or any 
to!" the turbulent Paffiolls arc admitted, it will 
have room to exert itfclf in the mofi: rapturous 
Contemplations. 

Nothing, (aid' Acajll), can be more ju{l: than 
this Oblervation; ami I mul~ beg Leave to 
;:dJ, that it is my Opinion, That even thofe un­
!J.iPPY Perfons, who, either hy being embarJ..:.'d 
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194 The Lady's Drawing Room. 
in a Life of continual Cares, or ar'~ affiiClcd 
with bodily Difiempers, are renJer'J inC:8p::b!e of 
any fublimc Reflections, have, in the Moment 
of their Releafement, a clear and difiinct Prvf~ 
peCt of what they vainly fought the K llowlcdge 
of before, as one of our beft Poets very clcrr:urt-
ly expretres it. b 

Leaving the Old, both fVorlds at once tlJt')' vi.·w, 
Whojiand upon tbe ThreJbold of tbe New. 

If it be fa cry'd Bellimallfe, I am afraid fome 
People, that I could namc, will fee a good de"l 
more than they defire. 

True, my Dear, rejoin'd Ethelinda; 'What 
Difcoveries mufi that Perfon make, who, for 
the Sake of fame temporary SatisfaBion, gives 
up or betrays the Liberty of his Country, and 
entails all the Mifcries of Slavcry on UI1l111m­

ber'd Generations? HQw mufi he tremble, 
when hc beholds Millions on Millions (f pre­
exifiing Souls, all doom'd to grQan in Fldh 
beneath a Yoke his Crimes impofc (' n them: 
- His own Pofierity, firipp'd of the f).ort­
liv'd Honours he fo dearly purchas'd, the See,rn 
of future Times, and all upbraiding him as !r,C 

Author of their coming Woes; he furely then 
mufi feel, tho' perhaps not 'till then, fome 
Part of thofe Agonies which our excellent Mil­
ton fo well de(cribes in the CharaCtcr of the fira 
Man, mourning the Mifcries of his wretched 
Race, as forelhewn him by the Arch-Angel, 
Michael. 

o YiJions ill flrefun! hdter btld / 
Li'IJ'd ignorant of future, fo had bqrn 
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lvly Part of Evil only, each Day's Lot 
Enough to bear; thofe flOW that were difpms'd, 
'ihe Burthm if many Ages, Oll me light 
At once, by my Foreknowledge gaining Birth 
Abortivt!, to torment me e're their Being, 
With T'hought that they mlll be, 0 Voice once heard 
Dpligh~rlllly, EncrcaJc and multiply, 
Now Death to hear! for what can I encreafo 
Or multiply, hut Curfes on my Head? 
Who of all Ages to lucend, but feeling 
'[he E7.-,iloll him hrought by me, will curfc 
1I4y I-fMd, Ill-fare cur AJI"r:Jl~r impure, 
For this ,,'N may tbm,} ADAM; L'id I;is Thanl;" 
Shall he the E:~ecraticl1: So be.f:rln 
fo'/ilu own that' bide ul~cn me, all.from me 
Shall with a fierce Riflux 0.'[ me rl'-/c1!11d, 
011 me (IS on their natural Ce.'I!e/- Ii,c;!>t, 
H,avy, t,)O' in tllL·i,. Placc, '-

• 

Of all the Kinds of 1'r[','[;)I1. {;lid J>/','!Clo, 
tlut to Ollr Countr; is ul1cie",btnll,- tLc worit, 
and I am of Opinion, t!ut Al1lb.ri"n, in the 
wadl: of Princes, never d ic1 half t:IC 1'1'1. (chief to 
Mankind, as the Avarice of p1';'/:1le l'v1~;J, 

True, reply'd AcaJlo, bec,lUI<: no Prince C;!11 

carryon any Defign againi1: the Interefl or' 
his People, without the A{fIfl;,r;cc of fume 
:tmong themfelves I ('][1 ealily fcrgj',-c the 
Defire of becoming ab(ollite in a 1\1cn:lrch: 
The Love of Power is but too predominant 
in us all; and a Thronc is pbc.:.l {o high, 
that he who fits upon it n1:11 GlfiJ.,· become 
giddy; the Guards, the Parade, and ail I],e 
Faree of Royalty, int0xicates the B:-;,:n. and, 
being told he is a God by hi, Fl;;ttercrs, he 
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imagines he is fo, and becomes imp:lticllt d 
Controul; whereas, if like Phil;; of .lv1{l(Cihll 
he was 'Often reminded, ~rhat hl: was but: 
Man, I am apt to think he would neither 
be (0 vain, nor fa impetuous. All thofe Na­
tions, whom vve now (ee groanin2; under the 
Weight of Tyranny, were once free, ncr 
could have been made otherwife, had they not 
had 'l'raitors among themfdves, who, to at­
tain fome favourite Point, (acriflced the Liber­
ties they were intruil:ed with, which is fure a 
Crime of the mof!: enormous Size Humanit,. . , 
can be guilty of, or Heaven forgive. . 

Yet, horrible as it is in any Shape, rejoin'<! 
Pbiletes, it is yet greatly heighten'd, when he, 
who happens to be the Betrayer of hi~ Coun­
t:ry, is one who, by a long Series of Hrpro­
crifies, had enuear'd himfdf to their AfFeCtions, 
Jull'd them, by fpccious Pretences, intI) a bt]1 
Dependance on him, g:lin'd their entire COIl­

fidence, and maJe himfelf be look'd lipan J.i 

the Bulwark of their Freedom, whilft he \l'ai 

forging the Fetters of Slavery, ::nd contri"il" 
Means to render it everlafting, by bccol11in~ 
confii tu tiolla!' 

And need (uch a Man, cry'd Emilia, attenJ 
the Hour of Death to feel thofe Terrors Eli;o­
linda has dcfcrib'd? 'V'ill h~ (uffer nothin~ 

"-

during Life from his Remorfe, or from the 
Fears of the Refentment of an injur'd Peuple, 
fo bafely deceiv'd, and impos'd upon by hi, 
vile Arts? 

A Man, before he can be capable of fuch :\!: 
AB:ion, anfwer'd Dorinthus, mull:, as t:1': 
Scripture has it, have fear'd his COl1fciCII.:e ~t'it;) 

-
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(: /Jot fran; hJ.vc banifh'd all Rdelltings [rom 
t:; H~:Irt; b.::come entirely dead to all Senfe of 
Honour, Comp2Bioll, Of el'en cnmmon Ifrr­
m}n;ty, and center hi.< whole Views in Self:" 
!:!',lfiS'cati·::m. He might, indeed, luve every 
'rh;ng to dread from thc juit Rag,: of thofe be 
k' {() cruelII' deluded; but, to pI'event the 
L;c..:1o', he: will doub:kfs take care to render it 
{'Ill;,'.':!t;:, before he vcntures to pluck off the 
hL1 r

{. I can!lot, however, with ./!cqjlo, make 
;:1;, EXGI Ie f~;r a PI incl: who [utrers himfc1f to 
b," r;,i::c:J 0\; the Inllnuations (If fdeh a onc, 
;:g.linit tiy.:: Intcrcfl: of his People; but more 
cipecid!\' ;r it IlJppens tu be a Prince who has 
no oihu 'renure to his Crown than meer Com­
p:l.':l bctwlCen hllll alld tLofe he governs; who, 
it is to be fuppofed, hid never call'd Lim to 
the Sovereignty but in the Belief he would in 
their King be their ProteCtor alfo. In heredi­
tary Governments it would be unnatural for 
him not to love, with a fatherly Affctl:ion, the 
Nation he is born to govern; and, in clcCl:ive 
oncs, it doubtlefs is the utmofl: Ingratitude to 
omit any Thing in h:5 Power to compleat the 
Happim:fs of thofe who put the Crown upon his 
Head. A Prince chofell by the People, and 
fupported by the People, is, in circa, no more 
than the Servant of the People; and tho' they 
givc him the Power of conferring Dignities, 
nuking Peace and \Var, and a thoufand other 
Pri\'ileges, yct ought he to conllder all this 
meerly as a Compliment, and never excrt it in 
ColltraJic1ion to the Will of thofe whofe Sa­
lary hc receives; He {hould look c 11 all Attempts 
tu infpire him wi th Notions of becoming abfo-
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lute, as (0 many fn::l"cs for bis Virtlle, and gi\·~ 
lip the Authors of them to [uell Punifhmcnt ;:'; 
rilo(..; (hey would have illjur'd {kill think pro­
pel- to decree_ 

Dcriilt!ms (peaks, (aid Ethelinda, with the 
rnofl: gr,cceful Smile, as in the Surpoli~ioll, that 
\Vif~lcm was alwavs tll'~ Attend;mt Oil a 

• 
Crc,.vn; where:ls, on t!:e contrary, v.c hayc 
of tell found it in/p:n:s only vain Glory, Il,ft)­
knee of Nature, a Forgctftllnefs of thcmf(:Ivcs, 
and o( tho(~ to whf m they owe the OI,rg1tion. 
A Pr;nce, who Ius fl:rong Paffions and a wc::k 
Juci;l11ent, (as the one is a (ure Token of the 
ether) will ahvays be the Dupe of thole who 
want onlv the SanCl:ion of bis l'Jam;: tD becomc 
the Tyr<!~Hs of the People_ Such:: one, 
therefore, is rather ttl be pity'd than bted; 
and though, it mufl: be own'd, is altGg:cthcr 
unfit to be trufl:ed with any Power, <!1;d un­
worthyofthe Dignity he enjoys, yet ti;e n.:tio-
11al Refentment ought to full cLieflyon the art­
ful Fomenters of his unwarrantable Aims, who 
encourage in him a Di(pofition to oppre(s, then 
put into his Hands the Means of accompJifhing 
it, and have, for the mof! part, the grcatdl: 
Share of that Plunder acquir'J by his Authority. 
Kings, in all limited Governments, a:"c but a 
kind of Holiday-fhow, and may jufHy cnou:;h 
be cornpar'd to the Pageants we formerly had 
<:on a Lord-Mayor's Day, adorn\l and drcf,'d 
t,p meerly to attract the Eye, ancl manifcH the 
Riches of the Company that fet them up; anJ 
of as little real Ute. , 

,V ere they equally innocent too, 1\,1adam, 
hrifkly rejoin'd Luci/lius, it "v"ould be well (or the 
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N.ltions {ubjech:d to their Sway; for, as one of 
our apo/bte Patr;9.'s [lid llot lu long ago as to be 
f,rgotten, ,The bijl tbat call be cxpcCled from a­
Killg is, That he jhall ri9 7/0 Flurt. Rut the 
Mis!();·tune is, they arc no {Doner mOlllltcd, 
dUll they ride, Jehu likc, o'erlcap the Bounds 
of Limitatit11l, and trample dowll all that ftands 
b~tw':L'n them and their belov'u Goal of arbi­
trary and defI)otlck Power. 

As I [lid bdor<:, anl~ ... 'Cr'd .d.:rVlo, the Love 
oC Power is cammon to us all; nonc but un­
"'~ncrous IVlinds indeed will make :In i1I U fe of 
i~: But the Propen,ity is in Naturt', and to be 
correact! by l1'lthing but Rdi~~i"l1 and r;ood 
~t:n(.:. '1'0 prove it, let us dcfccnd from Princes 
nell to the bwei1: of their Sub;~~ch, and I bc-· 
Leve we !hall find, :mwng priva·tc FamiliLo;, the 
lame Tyranny exercis'd ill petty l\,I<utcrs, 
which from a Throne is fo juflly cumplaill'd of 
as a publick OpprdIion. 

I have often obferv'd this among People in 
low Life, faid Miranda, but I always thought 
a polite Education gave a greater Softnefs to 
Bch:l.Viour. 

Neither that, reply'd Philetes, nor even, 
what one !h()uld ima;ine more prevalent, a 
real Affection, is a {ufficicnt Check, where Pride 
and IJI-n:lture ar,~ predominant. I fometimes 
yifit a Family, where the l\'bl1:er of it is a Per­
fOil of Condition, married to a Lady of Birth 
a:d Fortune fupericr to his own, and who 
In'; a ~,hare of vVit, Beauty, and Swectnefs of 
Ddpofition, that might make any Man th;nk 
himfelf happy in poileHing her; nor is he at all 
diilatisfy'd with his Lot, or infenfible of her 
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r,'I<:rits, thu' he tef! i tics not tkl.t Re![ard ("T 

• 
them as he oup;ht. t,he lTI:1.y he r,iid to be ti,-: 
S0vereign of his Heart, yet is nJC ILc Sla\'(.' of 
his HUI1lGur:;: By the moil: unaccountable Cl­

price he treats the Object of his AfFectinJ;s 
with all the .Marks of H:!lrul.- ContradiCts 
every Thing iiie hp, finds Fault with C\'~n 
thofe of her A'::tirms which in reality \ Ie tie 
him moil:. 'Vhcn fi~ent, aceufcs her of Sul­
lenn<:r.~, ret, if {he fpeats, pretends to take 
Offence at every "\-Vord: vVhen gay, he W011-

dcrs at her Lcvity: 'Vhen penfive, {he muft 
be thinking on fomething {he would cCl1ccal: 
Each alike furnifh out a I\.Tatter of D,fputc, 
which, though on her Part, is alw3.Vs ccnJuCl­
cd with the greateIl: Softm fs :lI1d Goorl-brced--ing, is, on },is, return'd with ExpreiEons fuch 
as would ill become me to nepcat it, 2r,d \\ hat, 
without hearing, one would think impoiI,ble 
fhoulJ proceed from the l\10uth of a Gentle­
man. Nay, to {uch a Degree does his T)fan­
ny extend, that he not only treats her in th:s 
Manner before all Company, but takes a Pride 
in {hewing them how abfolutcly he has enDav'd 
her very Mind; for the Moment after having 
{aid and done Things, which one would tbink 
impolEble to be forgiven, he will, all at once, 
alTume an Air of Good-humour, at which {he 
infbntly puts on a Smile, feems tranfported to 
make Peace with him, and own herfdf to 11:1'. e 
been ;,Ione to b1ame for the OccaEon of this 
Q~larrcl: He gives her a gracious Nod, in 
Token of Forgivcnefs, and bids her offend no 
more in the like rvTanner. Tho' I dare take 
urOll mc to aver none, who have been prcfcnt 

~t 
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at therc ridiculous Contefis, had cvcr Penetra­
ti(ll1 c11ou[Yh to find out in what {hc had of-

o 

fended; nnr, had hc been a!k'd, conld he have 
a{;ign'd the leaft Callie given him for this pre­
tended Refentmcnt. 

How I pity this poor Lady, whofe Life muft 
be one continucd Sccnc of DifEmulation, faid 
Jr,/iimGnte; for 'tis impoffiblc {he can have 
eichcr Love or Eftcem for a lVlan who acts in 
[urh a 1\1anner. . 

I am very certain, refum'd Pbi/etc!, {he had 
211 Infinity of both on their firfl: l\1arriage, 
but :un apt to belicvc his Ill-humour has fince 
[cl1,kr'd her more indiffercnt; becallfe, as {he 
CDC:' not want Spirit, did {he retain her for­
mer Sentimcnts t'l[ him, Die would cithcr be 
!,ruvok'd b;.' h:; U f:lge, to tdlify fO:llC Indigna-· 
(:UI1, or, in dldeavouring to fllprrds it, tidI 
into a Mclancb:Jly, ncitber of which docs any 
of h(!r \Vords or AClions denote; and {he ap­
pea., to me m::~rly to comply with his Paf­
htlll; (or her O','.'ll Eafc, and to think no more o[ 
tilc:n aftcr they :\re 1';,It. As I know h~ loves 
her more than Ferh"ps he is lenithle of himfelf, 
I am in Pain to think how miferable he will 
be, {[lOuld he C'ier difcover he has loft, by his 
mird:~n Bdl<!.viour, a Heart 'which h:, now 
fLlttGS himfdf with havinO" fo much Domi-

-' 
11:0:1 ov<:r, and that it is not to any i;nplicit 
Obedience, or fond Affe[tion he is indebted 
fur the Patience with which fhe fupports his III­
hu Inou r. 

He: cannot fuffer too milch, cry'd Emilia 
Lbiy, and if 1 knew who the lordly Crea-

K 5 ture 
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ture w;:.s, I wou'd this Inf!:ant write to him, 
;!nd undeceive his Vanity. 

The Comp:1.ny laugh'd heartily 2t the 
\,V;lrmth with which this Lady exrref,'d hlr­
r:'f; but all .greed, tklt al\1an fif (uch a DiGlC­
f.tion nHritcd the reveref!: l\1ortific.:tioll. _._'_ 
After (ome ge:leral Reflections en the Difle­
renee of'rempers, it is ftnmge to confider, f"iJ 
Dorinthus, the Pains fome People take to ren­
der thcm(eves unh"ppy: I know ;'n Inli':el1t, 
which, tho' the Reverfe of whatPhiletcs h<l5 re­
bted, proceeded not from a lefs Extrangancc 
of Humour, and brought on a C2tafircprc 
equally, if not more melancholy th:1.n what h: 
fcems to ;;pprehend for his Friend. As there 
is fomething vcry particular in the Story, I be­
lieve it may not be difagreeable in the Repeti­
tion. 

Every Body having alTur'd him they fhould 
lifien with Pleafure, he rcfum'd his Difcourfc 
in thefe or the like Words. 

, 

A RA BEL L A, ['lid he, was one of the 
mof!: lovely Women I have ever (een; nor did 
her Wit and Good-humour render her C01l':'CT­
fation lefs pleafing to the Ear, th:1.n the ChJrm3 
of her Perfon were to the Eye. She W:i3 

born in London, alw:1.ys liv'd in it, cxcept; t 
thore Seafons of the Ye:1.r which make it ,ieIJ 
to Bath and 'Tunbridge for the Variety of Hea­
fures; and, as ihe was of Rank to be \'ilitcJ 
by the poJitef!: of both Sexes, ihe bchav'd her­
felf, amidf!: the Temrtatic'I1s of a COIJI t, anJ 
the Flatteries of her Admirers, in a 1\-1 ;Inner 
which oblig'd every Body to look on her 2S 

ll:c 
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the mofi accompli{h'd Pattern of Modefif and 
Regularity: Chcarfulnefs, and unaffected Gaiety 
fec;lI'd to go Hand in Hand with Prudence, 
;lila made her Company equally coveted by Age 
~flJ Youth. I w.:ts for Coone time a pretty near 
\Vitne{s of her Crmduct, and indeed it would 
leave puzzlel the mr){l ell\' i')lls curious Eye to 
have difcovcr'd the lea{'c DefeCt, either in her 
ianate Principles or outwarJ Deportment. .. 
Amcng the Number of thofe who addrefs'd heL­
for IVbrriage wa, Bella iI', a Gentlem2n whom, 
it lllull: be confefs'd, "las every v,r ay deferving 
her; but fo perh,,?s were foone others, who 
were Ids fortllnat.:: S!Je became, however, 
po/fefs'tl of fuch a Pailiun for him, as I know 
not if any Hifit'fi' afFords us an Example of.,­
N, t an her l\10~leration was of ;~nv U fe to her , 
en this Q-:cafi"n. . -The mifchievous little 
Deity br0l:ght z. t once all his Attendants with 
him; Hope, Fear, Difirufi, re/~Ie/s \Vi{hes, 
diforder'J Joy, ;,nd caufdels Grief, Ta\'ag'd 
without COlltrnul in Ler de!"encelefs Bn::lft. 
S~e rrrew im;-nedi~tdy an<cther Creature, alJd as w _ 

oer-1rc her Convcr[;\thn was aIE-,hle, ("'1eet :lnJ 
e:1tertaining, it now became dlll!, referv'd~ 
and fometimes r-eevi{h. 'rhe Truth is, {he 
wa, never e:>.fy out of his Comp:my, and, whe!l 
the {;\w not him, car'J not to fee any Body. 

A Dif.-,greement happening between their 
Parmts, on account of a Jointure to be made 
her, the Marriage feem'd t'J be broke of'[--­
Bellair was oblig'd to deli!! vifitinf'; her, and 
the g:wc herfelf up wholly to DC111,:r: All 
her Prudence, her Moclefiy, tLc C;,re of Re­
putation wns eHtirely fwallow'd up in I' re 

, '-- - -
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prevailing Grief. She loudly declar'd 111e could 
not live without him; but, all the e;ther faid 
?r did having no Effect on the old People, 'tis 
1l11poffib!e fu~. Words to expre(s the Calamity 
of her ComlItlOn. I have feen r.er in 
Agonies which one would think were impof­
fible fur Life to fuflain; but, not to prolong, 
the Narrative beyond what Neceffity requires, 
after three Years Separation, the Father of 
Bellair, prevail'd upon by th<: incelfant Impor­
tunities of an only and beloved Son, confented 
to do what ·W:lS infifled on by the Parents of 
Arabella. Writings were immediately drawn, 
and the fa much with'd for Nuptials cele­
brated in a 1\1anner befitting their Qlality 
and mutual Affe8:iGn. I had not the Sat if­
faction of being prefent, happening to be at my 
Country Seat; but, coming to Town in a few 
Days, I waited on her to congratulate the 
happy Event. But how W:lS I amaz'd, 
when, inflead of the Gaiety of a Bride, adorn'd 
with Bluihes, ;md beautify'd with Smiles, I 
found her rather an Object of Conddeance: 
A gloomy Melancholy hung upon her Brow! 
Her lovely Eyes were fwell'c\ with new 
fallen Tears! Her Voice faulter'd when !he 
fpoke, and fometimes was wholly ftopp'd by 
Sighs, which the in vain endeavour'd to rcltrain. 
I could nct prefently find Words to cxprcfs 
the Concern it gave me to fee her thus, nor 
the feeret Rage I conceiv'd againfl the Falfe­
hood and Ingratitude of a H ufband whom !he 
had fo tenderly lov'd, and fuffer'd f,) much 
for: For who could impute that Deluge of 
Sorrow, in whi~h !he feem'd fo overwhelm'd, 

t,) 



:the Lady's Drmvillg Room. 205 
to any other Source than his ill Treatment? 
But, when I had got fo fur the better of my 
Surprize, as to b<: able to talk with her, and 
take Notice of her Anfwers, I fell into a 
much greater one at thc unhappy \Vhim /he 
had cntertain'd, than I had b.:cn bcfol·c at 
the Sight of her Difordcrs. Shc told me /he 
was now in Po1Teffion of every Thing; hcr 
Soul could wiih: That /he look'll 011 her­
{elf as on thc Summit of all human F dicity : 
. That Fortune had beftowed 011 her a 
Happinefs fa immenfe, fuch a Profufior. of 
accumulated BIeffings in the Society of her dear 
Btllair, that {hc was certain they cOlllJ not 
be of long Continuance; and then, [lid /hc, 
burll:ing into a Torrent of Tears, How can I 
fupport fa terrible a Revcrfc? It was in vain 
for me to reprefent the little Probability there 
was of any fllch Change coming to pafs : . 
That, as they were young, Fatc fcem'd to 
promife them a long Succeffion of happy Years 
together; and that Bellair had a fufficicnt 
Portion both of Love and Honour, to rcnder 
the bft l\:lomcnt no Ids agreeabl~ than the 
lirll:. She own'd the ] ufl:icc of my Reafons, 
but could not conquer this unaccountable Chi­
mera, which every Day gain'd Ground in 
h~r difl:emper'd Imagination, 'till at lafl:, by 
fancying herfelf too happy, {he became com­
pleatIy miferable, and rcnder'd hcr H'lili.l.Ild, 
and every Body about her fo too, by the 
continual Griefs they faw hcr in. She 
would lie awake whole Nights, counting over 
in her Mind how many Accidcnts, which, 
however unlikely) were within the Comp:J[~ 

of 
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of Poffibility to happen, to ldfen Bellair's 
Affection for her, which always concluded in 
an affur'd Belief, that it would be fo in Timc 
one \Vay cr other. It is indeed reafonabl~ 
enoug;h to fuppefe, that this Behaviour in her 
might have done, what I believe no earthly 
Thing befidcs could have the Power to have -done, brought on the Neglect and Indifl'elollce 
ilie fo much dreaded; For who can bear COll­

tinual Teazing? This lVlortification was how­
ever not decreed for her. His Paffion for her 
was not the lea£l: abated by the Difcontent {he 
gaye him, he did all he cOuld to bring her 
into a bctter Temper of Mind; but his En­
oearments ferv'd only to encreafe her Malady, 
and the more he endeavour'd to gi\'e hel' 
Comfort, the Iefs ilie was capable of receiving 
it. Thus did fte languiOl for many Month~ 
in an incefTant \-Vaile of f pirits, and dy'd, 
without the lea£l: vifible Sign of any bodil} Indif­
pofition, leaving her Hufband Ids incon{(llable 
for her Lofs, than he would doubtlefs have 
been, if occaGon'd by any other Motive tb311 
wh:1.t it was. 

Tho' this w~s certainly a Difiemper of the 
Ivlind, rather to be pitied than condemn'd, 
[aid Ethelinda, yet I do not fee how it was 
poffible for any of her Friends to regret her 
being deliver'd out of it, by the only Means 
which feem'd effectual for that Purpofe; but 
r am of Opinion, that whatever Moderation 
this Lady tefiify'd in the Beginning of her 
Life, there were fome Seeds of Impatience 
and Difcontent lurkir.g in the Soul, which 

waitd 
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waited only the Calls of Paffion to {hew them­
felves to as high a Degree as human Na-­
ture is capable of. The Vehemellce of her 
Love for Bel/air, that Derpair, and the little 
Regard {he took to conceal either the one or 
the other, and the il:range Caprice which, 
after fhe had nothing left to wi{h, {he gave way 
to, and indulg'd ; all there, I fay, fcem'd to de­
note a weak Mind, and an unhappy Difpofi­
tion. I know, indeed, purfued this admirable 
L:ldy, that there are a great m:my of both 
Sexes, who, by tIle Formation of imaginary 
DIs, difquiet themfelves to a very great De­
gree; and it is certain, that moil: People are 
wretched more by the Fears of what they 
may endure, than anv Thing the prefent can 
inRiB:; but this is a Temper which no Perfon 
of real Wifdom will indulge, becaufe, in the 
firll: Place, fuch a Habit of Mind is the di­
rea oppofite of Religion, which enjoins not 
only an entire Reiignation to tIle Divine 
Power in everl Thing, but an implicit De­
pendance on Him alfo, for all we defire or 
think a Blcffing: And, fecondly, it is a manifeft 
ContradiCl:ion to Good-fenfe; for who, with 
the right Utc of that, would lofe the En­
joyment of a real Comfort, to lament a Mif­
flrtlilli! only in Suppojition, which, tcn to one, 
never comes to pafs, or we live to fee if it" 
does? I grant one tometimes meets with 
Trials in this World, which jufiIy may be 
calI'd fiery oncs; but then one {houlJ confi­
der that Fortitude is the mof!: needful, as well 
as moll: heroick Virtue a Mortal can poffibly 
attain, and the greater our Misfortunes are, 

the 
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the greater Opportunity we have, by nobly bear­
ing them, to make the Courage and Eminencv 
of our Souls contj)icuous. I am intimatdy ac"­
quainted with a,Ladr ~ who, in the little Struggle 
the unfortunate Kmg 'James made for the 
Prefervalion of his Crown, lofi a Father, to 
whom {he was extremely dear, and a Huiliand, 
whom ihe married merely for Inclinatioll, 
both at the fame Time; yet.bore fo ter;ible 
a Misfortune with that Patience which tCl­
tify'd fhe hop'd to meet them ill a better 
\Vorld. One Son was the only Fruits of her 
:r,.hrriage; and the ill Fate d his Father and 
Grand-tather, made her refolve to breed him 
in a different Sphere from that of 'Var; yet 
did the ill Genius of their Family prevail abol'c 
~er Care to fave him. Happ'ning to pafs 
thro' Pn:Jlon in the Year Fiftee11 , he was 
accus'd of an Intention to join thofe who were 
then attempting to refiore the Stua1"t Fami\v, 
and, as fuch, try'd and condemn'J, She 
was then out of England, and hear'll the 
dreailful News That he had fuHcr'd widl 
others the Death of a Traitor, and that 
thore Limbs, which {he with [0 much Ten­
dcrnefs had cheriihed, were mangled, and c',­
pOled to the View of every gazing Sp::cbtar 
on the City Gates. She heard it, I fay, wirb­
(Jut the lcafi Murmur againfl: that Providence 
'\"h:ch had depriv'd her of her Jail: remain!;,;,; 
Comfort, the only Support and] oy of her ue­
clining Age; and, tho' never l\1other more tr~­
ly lov'd, more truly gricv'd, committeJ not the 
leafl: Extravagance, but bchav'd, even in the iidl 
Shock, with fuch a Prcfence of IvlillJ, and 
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Calmncfs of Deportment, as made fome who 
knew not, nor were capable of judging the 
Greatnefs of her Soul, imagine her infenfible, 
and without n:ltural AfFection; but alforded 
Matter of the highdl: Admiration to thefe who 
had been WitnetTes of that uncommon Tender­
ne(s which {he had always [hewn in her Care of 
him. For my Part, I never reReer on the Be­
haviour of this Lady, and of fome others who 
have maintain'd an eqllal Fortitude under "cry 
great Cahmities, but it confirms me in the 
Opinion I always had, That thofe wild Excla­
mations we fometimes hear, are only fo many 
Proofs of the Violence of their 'rcmpers who 
utter them, and not in the lean: of the Sincerity 
of their Paffions. 

Nothing can be more jull: than this Obfer­
vation, reply'd Actijlo: A real Paffion, of what 
Kind foever, is too mighty for Wortls: 'Veak 
Minds are agitated with every little Trifle, 
and the Emotions prefently break out into the 
moll: turbulent Excefs; but then the Paffion 
they exprefs is like a fudden Gufl: of Wind, 
\vhich gives a momentary Shock, and is felt 
no more. Araminta, on the Death of her 
Parrot, tore her Hair, and cry'd out, There 
w~s nothing !eft worth livingJor! E,'­
m/dlls was gOlllg to fall upcn hIS Sword, when 
News was brought him of the LoIS of his vVife, 
ret married again within a 11omh. C,·­
fadm, when rejected by the beautiful Cl1tiida, 
lent immediately for a Dofe of Poi(oll, but, 
when it was brought, very wifely threw it into 
the Fire, and [ought his Conlolation in the 
Arms of a mOl e relenting Fair. In fine, 

whether 
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whether it be a real or imaginary Ill, the Grici 
occafion'd by it is the more fhortliv'd in Pro­
portion to the outward Show. 

This Argument will hold equally good, fai.: 
Bellimante, in relation to thore Profcffions vi 
Love or Friendfhip made to the Lil'ing, 
Certainly, l\!£adam, cry'J Emilia, and I woul! 
no more believe a Man truly lov'd me, who 
told me he was dying for me, than I WOIJlc! 
an avaricious Guardian, who deny'.! me the 
NcceiTaries of Life, under Pretence of makin:; 
me the gre:tter Fortune. 

You cannot be aiTur'd, Madam, that either 
the one or the other is falfe, 't It you have the 
Proof, anfwer'd Luci/lius; but you arc [0 grCJt 
an Enemy to Love, that, on whatfoc'icr Tll­
pick we difcourfe, you are fure, /(I!11C \\"~17 
or other, to draw Ccnclufions to the Di[.\J-
vantage of that poor Paffion, , 

The beautiful Emilia muft be cautiou!, 
however, {aid Philetes, how {he declares too 
great an Averfion to it, left we judge her 
Sentiments by the fame Rule AcaJlo has laid 
down. 

I dare anfwer for that young Lady, reply'J 
AC(~/lo, that {he will always be govern'll !ri 
right Reafon; and I would not have the 11-
tereft Lucillil~s takes in the Senfibility of her 
Heart, render him too apprehenfive that e\'ery 
Thing is meant in Oppofition to his ·Willies. 
Thefe ,"V ords, deliver'd with a very {erio~j 
Air, made every Body turn their Eyes on th~ 
Ferfons they concern'd; but the Gentleman 
who [poke them, prevented any little Raillery 
he imagin'd what he faiJ might occafion, D;' 
going 011. I 
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I would advife all the Ladies, purfued he, 
not to be over-hafiy in giving Credit to the 
Protell:ations made them by their Admirers, 
and, ablJVe all ["hings, to be mofi lipan their 
Guard againfi thole which are accompanied 
with any Extravagance, either in Words or 
ACtions; becaulc, as I have already lilid, all 
Excefs is Heeting. Nature cannot b.:ar 
perpetual Tranfports; after a while thofe vio­
lent Emotions fink into a dead Calm, anc! we 
often fee the mofi impatient Lover dwindle 
into the ml.lfi infenfible .Elufoanrl. But theil, 
on the other Hand, I would not have them 
{hut their Ears altogether againft the AlJreflcs 
of a worthy Man, or be blind to the D<.:mon­
ihations he gi\Oes of his Affection; f,)r that 
would be carrying the Referve too [11", and, 
perhaps, at laft, deprive them of a H<:art 
they may know the Value of too late. I 
could give, if the Evening were not far ad­
vanced, a very particular Infiance of this, in 
the Hill:ory of a young Lady, with whofe 
Friends I was very well acquainted fome Years 
aO'o. o 

Ethelinda, on this, entreated him not to be 
under any Apprehenlions that any Thing he 
could fay would be tirefome to the Company, 
and Lucii/ius cry'd out to him, with Imp:ltience, 
to b~gin. Be/limante, Jv/irallrla, and Emi/ia told 
him, That, tho' they had Reafon to bdieve, 
by what he had faid laft, that the Adnnturc, 
h: was going to relate, was more in Favour 
ot his own Sex than theirs, yet the Pkafure 
they took in hearing him difcourfe on any 
Thing, would more thatl atone for any Par-

ti:ditv 
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tiality he could be guilty of. I protdl: to "f:i. 

Ladies, replied he, I {hall only rq)(:.lt a 'IlL­

lancholy Truth, and leave it to \'ollrl~h e Ie, 

jlltl!~e as you think proper. The Story is tl': . 
I once thought to communicate it to the Pub. 
lick unda the Title of, 

. 
_ 7 

THE 

ADVENTURES of .1.11 A R ILL.!l . 

.A R 1 L L A was a young Lady, wIn, 
from her moft early Years, difcover'd an 

uncommon Capacity, and, as fhe grew lip, 
made a wonderful Progrefs, not only in thofe 
Accomplifhments ufually allowed to her own 
Sex, but alfo in fome of thofe which more pro­
perly appert:lin to ours. \Vhile a Child her­
felf, {he defpis'd all childifh Diverfions, and, 
as fhe was not a Companion for thofe of riper 
Years, infl:ead of playing with thofe of her 
own, {he amus'd herfdf with Rcadinf!, in 
which fhe took fuch an infinite Delig:lt, 

~ 

that, for a Book fhe had never (c;cn bcf;m, 
fhe would forego any other Satish18ion cm:lJ 
be bfter'd her; and, tho' anyone who h:d 
been prefent when fhe was thus employ'd, an,1 
faw with what Swiftnefs her Eye pa[~'d fror.1 
the Top of every Page to the Bottom, wodl 

lv' ~ 
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b?>'c thought it impoffib!e ti)r her to receive 
mueh Ad·vantage from the Contents, yet was 
her Apprehenlion fa acute, and her l\lemory 
fr) reteI1 tive, that whatever {he look'd over in 
this 1\,lanner was as much her own, as if {he 
had been th~ Author of it. What could 
be more amazing than to hear a Girl, of ti'll 
or eleven Years of Age, quote Paffag.::s from 
Pliny, Livy, and Sallujl, talk of the Policies 
of Princes, compare their fl!veral Intcrefis, and 
the l\lotives on which vVar and Peace were 
made, and make fuch ObC:rvations on them 
as could rarely be contradicted! What might 
not have been expected from fuch a Genius 
when Time had ripcn'd it to Perfection? ' . 
She had alfo frrong N olions of Philufophy, 
Mcrality, and Divinity, and had only fuch 
Books, as tended to the Improvemcnt of her 
Mind, been throvvn in her YV ay, {he had 
,LlIhtlefs made one of the mof!: {hining Ch~!-, 

raeicrs that any A~e or Nation has produced; 
b!lt unhappily, fh: was likewife too well ac­
quainted with C"./flll:dra, Cl,'cl'atra, Gr'and Cy­
rus, Pharamolld, and other fab;dous ~rreatifl:s, 

" which poifon'd her \Vay of Thinking, an,l 
gave her a certain Bent of Mind, to wh;cl! 
jhe ow'd all the Misfortunes of her futtlre 
Life. Indeed, . I think, there cannot be any 
Thing more pernicious to You th, than the 
fufFering them to read thofe idle and volumi­
minous Adventures, which have no FoulJ­
dation either in Truth or good Senfe, and 
I heartily wifh, . for the Sake not only of 
the young Lady I am fpeaking of, but of 
many others whofe Reafon has been perverted 

by 
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by them, tho' perhaps not in an equal D:grcc, 
that the Government would forbid all fuch 
Books fror::! being fold or printed. 

As to th~ Perf on of ll-faril!a, {he was what 
without being a Beauty, one might call ex~ 
tremely lovell: Her Eyes were brio-ht and 
fparkling, her Complexion clear, he~ Shape 
admirable, all her Motions perfectly eafy and 
genteel, and had fomething in her Air infi­
nitely attraB:ive, but undefcribable. Such as 
fhe w<'.s, however, {he no fooner arriv'J at 
the Age of Thirteen, than {he became the 
gener;;} Admiration of our Sex, and the Ell\')' 
of her own: You'll pardon me, Ladies, pur­
fued he, with a Smile, if I fay one is too 
llatural a Confequence of the other. Had 
thefe W orels been fpoke in any other Com­
pany, 'tis probable all the Fans in the Room 
had been up to chafl:ife a Refit ction, which 
none it is made en will allow the] ufiice of; 
but the Fair On~s who compofed tl:is Aflembly, 
were well com-;nced what he (aid -was hUI 1<)0 

true in the general, and therefOre ofl--':r'd 110-

thing to interrupt the Profecution of his Nar­
T:ltive, which he thus went on with: 

As her Father was a confiderahle Perfen 
in the World, the Fortune it was expeCted he 
would give her, jcin'd to the Charms of her 
Perron and ~alifications, made a great 
Number of young Gentlemen ambitious 01 
gaining her in Marriage; but {he treatGd all, 
who addrcfs'd her on that ~core, with a Rc­
ferve wh:ch came pretty near Di(dain, and 
gave her Enemies a Pretence for taxing her 
with Pride and Vanity; two Vi<:-cs which 

m 
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in reality file was far from being addi8:cd to ; 
011 the contrary, {he was always ready to do 
good Offices, generous in allowing Merit 
wherever {he found it, liberal, and c;lmpaf­
fionate to thofe who flood in need of her Af­
ftftance, and I believe fet a much Ids Value 
on hcrfelf, than any olle, who truly knew 
her, did. Setting allde a little Raillery fame 
rimes on the Follies of thofe {he cOl1ver'd with, 
which rather was occafion'd by the extreme 
Vivacity of her Humour, than any real IlI­
nature to the Perfons guilty of them, {he was 
always obliging, and aff.'lble to every Body, but 

. thofe who, as I (aid before, declared th~m­
fell'fS her Lovers; nor was th1s owing to 
either the InfenllbiIit), of her Heart, or to an 
Ima".jnation, that all who addrtfs'd her were "', . 
unworthy to do (0, but to thofe romantlck 
Notions file had imbib'd, by reading in what 
Manner the fi8:itious L:lllies of Antiquity h:1(1 
behav'd. She has often, fince Time and a 
melancholy Experience c f th", "\Yorld, has mor­
tify'd this Foible, confefs'd, TInt at that 
Time, file though t it the moil: ;J.udaciolls amI 
llrefuming thing in the VY orlJ for a Man, to 
make any publick Declaration of his Paffion, 
'till he had fufFer'd the Pangs of it, in feeret, 
for three or four Years." That, even then, 
he ought not to do it, unlefs Fortune had pre­
fen ted him with the Opportunity of ufhering 
it in by fome extraordinary Service, and that, 
whenever he expre(s'd himfelf on that Head, 
it fhould be in fuch ambiguous Terms, and 
with fo much Timidity, that it filould rather 
be from his alter'd Countenance, and defpair-

• 
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ing Air, the Objea of his Affections fhouLl 
perceive he lov'd her, than by any Words he 
could be able to fpeak. Then, as to her 
own Part in this Farce, it feem'd to hlr the 
utmoft Indecency in a Woman to liiten to 
any amorOus Propofals, 'till the Lover had 
griev'd himfelf to a Skeleton, and was on th~ 
Point of falling on his own Sword; nor, wh~n 
he had arriv'd at that Pitch of Defi)eration, 
was £he to vouchfafe him any greater Favour 
than a Command to live. That, after 
{even Years, £he might, tho' with an infinite 
Shew of Reluaance, allow him to kifs her 
Hand, confers £he pity'd him, but no more: 
-And, if he perfevered a fecond Apprcntice­
£hip in the fame Manner, perhaps, that j" if 
{he found none more worthy, reward his faith­
ful Service, by giving hertelf to him. 

Thefe, {he acknowledged, ,were the Ideas 
{he had of Love and Courtihip; but, l1on!! of 
her Admirers aCl:ing in any Degree anfwerabl~ 
to them, fhe look'd on all the Profeffiol15 of 
Love made to her, as fo many Affronts, and 
return'd them only with picquant Reparw:s, 
or Cullen Silence_ 

The careful Father, who de/ir'd noth;n~ 
more than to fee this Darling of his Heart 
well fettled in the ,\Vorld, was extremely 
troubTed to find her equally averfe to all he 
told hcr had a!k'd his Pcrmiffion to addrcls 
her, fome of whom w~re Fortunes fuperior tll 

what eithcr his Birth or Circumf1:anccs could 
have flatter'd him with the Hope of; but 
neirher Youth, Wit, Good-humour, Q!alit:i, 
or Riches) h'ld the leafr Effect upon her, and 

if 
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it" :l~ prefs'd her to confider the Advantages the 
m:ght find in being the Wife of fuch a one. 
or fuch a one, {Jle would befeech him, with 
Tears, to permit her to continue as ilie was. 
Unwilling to put any Force on her Inclina­
tions, he had ftiI1 continued to difmifs as many 
as came to offer themfe1ves, 'tiII at laft, being 
extrcn, '?Iy [olicited by a young Gentleman. 
whore Principle, CharaCl:er, and Humour, he 
was perfeCl:1y well acquainted with, having 
known him from his Infancy, and for whom 
he had a kina of natural AffeCl:ion, he was not 
to be influenced on his Score fo eafily as he had 

, been on that of others, but told Marilla, with 
an Air of Authority, That he was affilr'd {he 
could have no reaumable ObjeCl:ion to the Per­
f)!! he now ptopos'd, and therefore infifted, 
t!i:1t flJe {bould receive Gar/os (for by that 
Name I 1hall uifiin;ui{b him) as one he int(:nJcd 
£lOuld be her Huiband. 

A Thundcr-c!:>p coulc! not ha':e been more 
,lrc;Jdful to Marilla than thi;; Comm:lIJd: IiI 

l'Jin ihe wept, in vain illC beg~'d; bUl, ha­
lin<T nothiIlf! to alledi!e againir this ,"DUll::' o L..o' '--' ~ ,.J <. .... 

Gcnrlem:ll1, her Rcfuf.t1 [ecm'c! fo capriciou" 
that her Father knew not how to aCCOUIl r 
fur it; and, when he reP-eerel how lll"-llV 

Offers fue had before rcjcCl:ed, b~;?;<Jn to fe:l-r 
her Infenfibility to <:11 tho[:~ he had recom­
mCl)deu, proceeded [rom her having placed her 
Affeetions on fome Ids worthy ObjeCt, ami 

. v.'ho durft not avow himfclf her Lover. Til;, 
I Apprehenlion hld no Cooner enter'd into hi, 
H~ad, than he began to repr02ch her, a" if 
ccmin it were juftly founded; but the many-
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Ptotc!btions {he made of her Innocence, at 
length made him ea[y as to that Point, thOll~h 
he difiemb!ed his Conviction, and told b~r 
That nothing, but entertaining Carlas in th; 
Manner he deiir'd, {hould convince h;m, that 
be had not injur'd her by any unjufl: Sufpicion. 1 

Of all her Acquaintance, there was none 
fhe had half the Regard for {he had for Carlos. I 
. ,He it was whom the ordinarily made ' 
choice of to wai t on her to the Play, the 
Opera, the Mall; on every Occafion fr,e 
preferr'd him to all who made Offers of their I' 
Service; {he had continually prais'd his good 
Humour, the Agreeablenefs of his COllY~rra- ! 
tion, and, in fine, had always talk'd of him I 

• 
with a Kind of Pleafure: But 110 fooncr diJ 1 
file find he had en tertain' d II opes of nl:lrryj'l; I 
l1cr, than {he was uneafy at the bare TYrellt:U:) i 
of his Name, avoided bis Prefcnce as much as : 
poffible, and, when compelI'd, as it were, to i 
fuffer it, appear'd [0 difcontentcu and mtl.:n- 1 
choly, that he foon found the Friendfhip, with: 
which he had been flatter'd, was not the lea~ : 
a-kin to Love. And yet, as {he h:lS i!nce; 
told me, {he had a thoufand Times wifn'd to i 

fee him her Lover, before fhe knew he was! 
fo, and found nothing in herfelf rcpugmnt to·­
his Addre/fes, but that they were not made in; 
the Form {he had read of. Had he told (ome 
Friend how much he ador'd, yet dud!: m·t 
difcover the Ardency of his Flame) ~nd tb 
had been overheard by her, {he would doubt­
lefs have been tranfported with the Eft"ctl: he: 
Charms had on him; but to entertain Hop~-; 
of gaining her) and mentioning his Ddifl~ 

t" 
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til her Father, was a Piece of Prefumption her 
Delicacy could by no means forgive, and the 
rcfolv'd to punith it by treating him with as 
imperious and difdainful an Air, as the had been 
us'd to do with one all Complaifance and Free~ 
dam. 

Car/os, who lov'd her as a reafonable Man 
would do, could impute this Change of her Be­
haviour to nothing but an extreme Dillike to 
his Perf on , and often complain'd of his Ill-For­
tune to her in the mo:lt tender Terms; but as 
he mention'd not one Word of dying, nor at­
tempted any Aa of Defperation, all he could 
fay was far from having the Effect on her he 
d~:jr'd; on the contrary, it fcrv'd only to 
h~ig;bten hel: Difplcafllrc, as it {ccm'd a new 
Prcd of h;s Temeritl" or In(cnfibiJity of her , 

Clnl"Jlls. 
Her Father at !a:lt infifted en 11('r heinz lTI:lf­

lied, and evcn {ix'd a Day {Ol' the Celebration: 
All {he had already urg'd' in Oppofilion ha\"in~ 
prov'a ineffeCtual, {he now {<xm'd mo,"c rc?dy 
to comply, and rcfolv\.! to takc another J\'1e­
thod, which, if{hc fail'd in, to run to any Ex­
tremities, rathcr than be d" {pos'd of to a Man 
who, it fcem'd to hcr, had taken {uch unwor­
thy Methods of obuining l]~r. What, faid fl'e 
to her{df, {hall I be f.lcrificed to one who h;!'. 
llot the leafl: Notion of a true and perfea P;lf­
lion? One who is incapablc of feelinp: any of 
thofe Tran{ports 'which {ir'd the Brcafl: of Oroon­
rla!.'s, or Artaxcrxcs! Onc whom all the 
Difdain I have treatcd him with has not been 
able even to throw into a Fcycl' ! No, I 
will hazard every Thing, [uffer any Thins, ra-
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ther than be the V itEm of. fuch iiliritit'fs InM­
ference. 

Carlos l'eceiv'd the Confirmation of his H.p)­
pinefs, as he imagin'd, with as finc<:re a Juv 'a, 
a Heart can be capable o~ feeling;, and, fl.i·in,; 
to the Apartment of Marzlla, 1\1y Ang:el, bid 
l1e, your Father had this l\1oment acquainted 
me, that he has at laft gain'd your Coni<:nt to 
make me bleft. As how? demanded {],c . , 
fcornfully.---As how? repeated he, docs 
not the charming Man"lla know that the fifth 
Day from this, is that which muft gil'e her to 
her faithful Lover's Arms! Are we not to be 
marry'd ? My Father would have it f,', 
anfwer'd £he; but there are little BlcfIin;~s tq 

be expected in a Union of Hands, where Hems 
and Difpofitions arc fo widely dirrant ;:ts '.(1~;;, 
and mine: Judge, G.7J"bs, continued' fil:, 
with the utmoft Hau~htincfs, by the i:ncm 
Declaration I am now about to make you, 
what Happinefs our l\1arriage will bcrro\',·.':'-­
Know, that Death is not more terrible to me, 
than the Thoughts of being yours; and what­
ever favourable Sentiments I had of you, ;lS 

an Acquaintance, they all vani1h'J, '{ince I 
found you cheri£h'd fuch pre{umptuous Hopes. 
--That, if compeIl'd by my Father's Au­
thority to go with you to the Altar, I fldl 
be fo far from thinking myfelf oblig'd to lu\'e 
you by that Ceremony, that I £hall ever after 
regard you as the Murtherer of my eternal 
Peace. 

The poor Gentleman was firangcIy COil­

founded at there VV ords ; he really lov'd her, 
thould have thought himfdf the Happielt ,i 
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~.1;!l1kind ;r~ po{;effing her with any Degree of 
Illutll:d AfL8ion, but had too J1JlIch !TOOll 

d 

~CJli[; t,) \"/ii11 t,) pal:' his J)'l) s wirh one who 
II.'d a j;x'c! i\\'erfiun f;l[ him. Her late Treat­
Illwt, amI the .i\1allner in which lhe now 
finke, cOJ1v:nced him tlut {he was but too 
• 

fill, ell in earndt, and, conf,iolls that he was 
110 way hr InICri.)!", couU not help thinking 
fllC daogatcd flOm that fine UnderHanding and 
1',;litcI12fs {h~ was cckkated for, in not ma­
king U f:;: of msre gentle 'J'crms at leaft, in her 
Rcfuf:ll of him. This then, J\1adam, [aid he, 
r 1ll:Jil: loc;k upon as yom linal Dcterminaticn. 
---h WOUll! be: tIle Hei~:ht of Infolcnce in .. 
YOU to dOllb~ it, an(wer'd ihe. Well then, 
;cfum'd he, with a Sigh, whatever I may (uf­
fcr in this Sdf-dcnial, YOll {hall find, Madam, 
r have more Regard for your Peace, than to of­
fcr any future Interruptions. My lucklefs 
Pallion {hall make but one of us unhappy: ' 
Perhaps hereafter you may own I merited a bet­
tcr Fate. 

He accompany'd th:;fe Words with a low 
Bllw, an'! was going out of the Room, but 
!he call'd him back: Hold, Car/os, f."lid {he, 
uo you defire I tbould think well of you ?-­
That Hope was once the Height of my Ambi­
tion, reply'd he, but you have thought fit to 
bJniih it for ever. -There is aWay, l'efum'd 
fne, to engage my Efh:em, jf not my Love, 
:ifld that is to let the Breaking-off this ill-con­
certed 1\1at, h arpear wholly vour own Act.,­
?'Ihke what PI etence YOll i11ea(e to my Fa­
ther for quitting me; hy the Blame on my 
Want of Be:luty, 'Vir, Conduct, or any 
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Thing:, rather than Difobcdience to a Ccm-

~ 

mand I was in a Manner forced to feem willill" -to comply with.· '. This will {hidd me (r'-'m 
tl1:o: Difpka(ure of a Parent whom I fhould be 
forry to oitlnd, be doing me a real Ser'.ic~, 
and oblir.;e me to rePwre you fame Part of th<J(:; 
good W iihes I had for you, before the D~cla­
ration of your ,,:tin, fruitlers Paffion. 

Whatever Reluctance Carlos found with!!l 
himfdf, to appear the fickl,.! and inconHar;t 
Creature !he defir'd, or affront a Gentlern~m, 
whom he had always look'd upon as a kind of 
Father to bim, his Affection, or rather his Gc­
ncrofity got the better of all other ConfiJcra­
tiolls ; and after a Pallre, Yes, 171'ari!!a, f.d 
l1e, you {hall be obey'd e\"en in this, hal J : . 
it is: I have this Conic)Lltion however, th:;t it 
is not even in your own Power to make m~ 
guilty of any Thing, that might give you a jll!! 
Excufc for the ~rreatment yOli have {hewn 111~, 
and willi that, whenever you think fit to bb: 
fame happier Man, it may be one not lefs de­
voted to you than the unfortunate Carlos. 

The Oppreffion of his Spirits was fo great, 
that he was fcarce able to utter there lall: Won!>, 
with which he went out of the Room, fcaring 
the exceffive Grief he then was in, fhould have 
drawn fomething from him unbecoming the 
Courage of his Sex. 

Marilla faw, and exulted in the Confl'fioll he ; 
was in, and, tho' {be pity'd him, was far from: 
repenting the cruel Occafion {he had gil'en .. I 
This fhe thought, as indeed it was, a Proof 01 i 

the refpeB:ful Paffioll he had for her, but WJI I 
millaken in the Confequences: Had !he been i 

'1' to;_ I 
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told aftcrw:lrds, that he had attempted to de­
!troy hill1lelt~ 'tis pofiible the would have 
'.ol:ChfafeJ to havc ~l1::lted (omcwh:lt of her Se­
I'nit\, ; but he, imputing her Behaviour mere­
Iv [0' an invincible Diflike of him, on the con­
ti-an', made ufe of his utmon Efforts, to 
b.U1i'lh (0 unhappy a Pafiion ii'om his Heart. 
lit: was however at firH: extremely perplex'd, 
in what Manner he {hould p~rform the Injunc­
tion {h~ had laid on him, and, after many va­
riolls :'.nd diHurb'd Emotions, wrote to her Fa­

,tLer in there Tcrms : 

SIR, 

/11/ lmfol'efem and ltJ!fol'tzmate Accident rt'IJtiel"S 
it i;npoflible for mi! to aacp! tbe Honour I Jo IOllg 
fllicited, mut you 'Were Jo good to promift. . 
Forgive, I beflub you, what only a cruel una­
voidable NeccjJity enforces: Believe that to be 
ally'd to you, in the Manner I lately jlatter'd my­
!elf with, was the deartjl lVrfo my Heart had 
!?rm'd, and the rlext to tbat is, that your fair 
Daughter may find with Jome other, that Happi­
nifs which foe could not bave foar' d with the 

Unfortunate CARLOS. 

The All:onithment, which the Father of 
Marilla felt at reading thefe Lines, is not to 
be cxpre(~'d : He (ent immediatt:!y for him, in 
order to get an Explan:;tlOn of this Myfiery, 
hut r.::!ard he took Pan for his Country-feat 
th~ ~/I')!~1cnt l~e had v;rote. He then interro­
g?ted h:s Daughc:r, but {he anfwer'd in Terms, 
which [ccra'd ~J bm no lefs ambiguous than the 
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Letter he had receiv'd from Gar/os: LTpcn t1,(' 
whole however he fhrewdly fufpeGed thi, 
fudden Turn had been owing to her Bek,-

~ 

vi our, and accus'd himfclf of haying ihcv,n '1 

too great Indulgence to her H umOllrs, as fhe 
was not yet of an Age, in which her O\"1l 

Judgment wa" to be depended on, and rdoh"d 
hereafter more to exert the Father. Accord­
ingly, another Propofal being made to himi 
by a Perf on whofe Fortune and Character was 
every Way agreeable, he gave his Confer.t 
without once confulting that of Marilla, 'till 
the Writings were drawn, and every Tl:ill~ 

,0 , 

necefEtry concluded on for the Marriage: He 
then told her what he had determin'd, and :',t 
the fame Time forbid her, on Forfeit of all j];e 

11ad to hope from him, not bj' any IVleans, di­
rectly or indirectly, to oppofl: what he had or­
Jain'd for her. 

Thus began thofe Misfortunes, whieh her 
Refufal of Carks drew upon her: The Pcrf{JIl 
now intended fur her Huiband, having neither 
the good Qyalities, nor AgrecabJenefs of that 
rejeCted Lover, fhe faw" ,fld was fenfibJe of the 
Difference between them, and wifh'd the for­
mer would return and renew his Addre{[(:s; 
:{he had flatter'd herfelf with the Opinion he 
would do fa; and had brought herfelf to think, 
that, after having punilh'd his Prefumption :Uld 
receiv'd this Proof of his Obedience to her 
Will, fhe might, without Breach of Decorum, 
treat him with fomewhat more Gentlcnef; ; 
but he was too ignorant of Romances to imi­
tate the Examp!e of thofe fuffering Loyc:'s, 
and paft his Time in Hunting, and fuch otber 

Enr-
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Exerci(cs as he thought maf!: conducive to ex­
tinITuifl1 a Flame he had all the Rea(on in the -\V'Orld to believe would never be rewarded. 
;,IIC W:IS exce1Iivcly monify'd, to find !he re­
ceil"d 110 Letter, complaining at leaH: of the 
AC;onies he fuft~r'd in this Banifllmcnt, and no 
lcfs griev'd to think, that ilie iliould now fall ,-
to the Lot of one, whom flle had as real a Dif-
like to, as, thro' the Caprice of her Humour, 
rie had afIcC1ed to thc other. He Father 
(.:cm'd now to have converted his former Ten­
,'cr:lcfs for her into Aufieri ty; and, on her on­
II' oiTcring fomething that look'd like a Dcfirc 
(-,f deb:. ing this MarriagC', commal1thxi her to 
b~ filent; and ilie was oblig'J to icc all the Pre­
p.lrati(1ns for it going forw::trd, "vithout d:lring 
to q)~n her Lips in Con!-radiCl:ion to thcm. 
The Eve of tile: defiin'd Day at lafi aITiv'd, 
and fil!'j her wilh Hurrors little: difF.:rent frOln 
Difl:ra::rion. Death or BC;g'll)' f;Cem'J t,.) 
her trif.ing Ills to that decreed f()r het", and, 
tlot able to fuLmit to it, rcfulv'J to hazard all. 
--In fine, (he h:ft l1t:r Father's Haufe by 
Ni;,ht, and n:tir'd to it difbnt Relation, whom, 

.,) ,~ I P ... fl '''d '".'1t,1 1 C~HS ant _ fayel":';, ~e preV:lll upon to 
~: ... ~ her ~;hdt"r from the Cruelty of her Fa­
t112r. 'The 1\:ri0n fhc ;lddrefs'd knew verv 
weli the i\liCerit:s of:ll1 cni()rced 11arri:lge, and 
for a Time cOl1ceaJ'd hLr ; but th: enrag'J 
1';l,Cl1t took illCh l'vlethods as fool1 djfcover'd to 
him where: fllc was, and, whcn flle Icafi fuf­
pcctt:d it, feiz'd and conducted h~T Home: It 
would be neeJlefs to repeat in wh:lt Condition, 
anJ how much {he fulfer'J f1.<OITI the Reproaches 
of her Father, and all thofe ()f her Kindred,. 
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who, not fenfiblc of the true Motive of her 
Flight, imputed it to one lefs innccent. T::c 
intended Bridegroom not only flew frem lii 
Engagements, but contemn'd what he had fo 
lately ador'd, making her ill ConduCl:, ,:s l'c 
cal I'd it, the SubjeCl: of his Converfation in ;.11 
Companies. The difcreet Part of her Ac­
quaintance knew not how to judge of her 
Behaviour, and thofe who moll had lov'd her, 
.on this millaken Step, refrain'd their Virtts: 
Thofe who envy'd her good Qyalities rejoiced 
in an Opportunity of blalling her Reputation, 
and reprefenting even the moil: innocent of her 
Actions as criminal. Even this once ten­
der Father look'd on her as a loll Child, and 
withdrew great Part of the Affection he h:\d 
for her. To prevent her from falling into 
any farther Inconveniencies, however, and 
fiIence, as much as he was able, the Cenfurcs of 
an unpity ing World, he took a RefoIution of 
fecluding her in a Convent for Life, ~s he 
then threaten'd; but, as he afterwards acknow­
ledged, he intended it only for a certain Time, 
'till the Memory of what had pall {hould be fnr­
gotten, and herfelf brought t.o a more reafon­
able Way of thinking. The Thoughts oi 
Qeing a NUll were no lcfs dreadful to her than 
thofe of Marriage. In fpite of the Mortifi­
cation {he had receiv'd, {he llill lov'd the 
World, amI flatter'd herfdf with bcin~ cnc 
D:ly "b!e to m"ke a {hining Figure in it, ta 
the Di{;lppointment of her Enemies; but, :lbs ! 
{he torok 'wrong j\'ieafures to gratify fo laudable 
all An.bitiolJ. Tef'rify'd at the Thoughts oi 
being compell'd to take the Vail, {he m;nlc a 
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fecond Elopement: Nor could all her Father's 
Search avail to find her again. She fent a 
Letter entreating his Forgivene(~, and reitera­
ted Protefbtions, that no other Motive but to 
;,voiJ a Nunnery, had oblig'd her to abfcond, 
hoping that Time would make him more re­
lenting to a Daughter, whom he once thought 
merited his Aff'ection above any of his other 
Children; and that he would n"ot give Ear to 
~ny Stories that might be told to her Difadvan­
rage, and ended with an Af1urance, that her 
He !l'lUr, and that of his Family, fhould be ever 
de:lrer to her than Life. 

Rut all {he wrote was far from miti~ating the 
Indignation he was now poffels'd of; he renew­
ed his Search, /iJ2r'd neither Money, nor La­
bour, to difcover the Place of her R"etreat, but 
{he was too wary, :lnd too artful, not to efcape 
dl the Purfuit w;cs made after her. She went 
not ne.u" any Perf on who knew her, ncver :fhr­
red out by Day, nor undi(::,;uis'd, :lnd :fhifted 
her Lodgil:gs fa oftcn, under variolls Names 
and Prcte!1CeS, that it was impoffible for any 
true Information to be given of her. For up­
wards of a Year had :fhe Icu] k'd about in this 
:'I-bllner, li\'ing 011 the Sale of fome Jewels :fhe 
took with her; 'till one Evening, being in a 
Shop for fimlething:fhe wanted to buy, :fhe heard 
rv.'o Gentlemen mention her Father as lately 
ceceas'J, with this aggravating Circumf1:ance, 
that it was the Behaviour of his Daughter had 
{horten'd his Days. This was a Shock indeed' 
fcarce had :fhe the Power to convey hcrfelf 
'~way, without tef1:i(ving by fame Action, how 
j;!d a COIlCCJ'/J :fhc had in their Difcourfe. 

After 
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After {he had vented in her little Prinlcl' 

fome Part of the Agitations of her Soul on t1.ls 
Occafion, having no longer the Authority ci 
anyone to dread, 1he appear'd publickly,' but 
found herfelF wholly difregarded, even by th('(e 
mof! near to her in Blood. Her Father, in th: 
Height of his Paffion againf! her, had ihue:': 
her entirely out of his Tef!ament ; and tho', 
to my Knowledge, he intended to alter it, and 
give her a Child's Portion, yet the ill Fate (J 
Marilla, by one Accident or other, delay'd it; 
and his Death happening fo fuddenly, that be 
lJad not the leaf! Time, even as they fay, to 
tef!ify his Delires in any Particular, {he W;.\ 

cut off from all the ExpeCtations {he was born 
to, and made an Alien to her Family. Every 
one now rejeCted, {hunn'd her Sight; her ill 
ConduCt was the Pretence, but her Necefiitirs 
were the real Excitement to this Ufage; "nd, 
among all the numerous Acquaintance {he had 
in her Days of Happinefs, {he now found lH>t 
one ,to pity or relieve her. Her Spirit was 
jndeed too great to fuffer her to make repeated 
Applications; thofe who h;:d once luok'J 
:f1ightly on her, were certain of being cas\! (If 

any future Vifits from her; and, as great 
Minds become mof! haughty in Adverfity, lhc 
no [ooner found herfelf ill-treated by the WarlJ, 
than {he refolv'd to contribute nothing tow;;rJ 
rendering it more gentle, and, in her Tum, 
never met any Perfen by Accident whom flle 
knew, without making them fenfible, huw 
much {he defpis'd the Injufiice had been done 
htr. 
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Being reduced at Ian: to want c,'cn the 
common Neceif.,ries of Life, {he took it into 
her Head to go to a Relation, who for many 
Years had Jiv'd far from Town, and knew 
little of the Particulars of her A{}ilirs: She was 
at firft kindly rcceiv'd, but Iud not b(?cII there 
many Months, before {he pcrceiv'u a cert:lin 
"\Vearinefs of her Company; :l1lU at Jarc a 
Sort of a commanding Air, which fllewing 
her f]le was look'd upon but as a Dependant, 
and a kind of trouble[ome one too, made her 
Hnrt frequently ready to burfi. 

Thcfe DifirciTes had however very much 
chang'd her former Ideas; flle had never found 
that the Heroines of Romance were flighted 
for VI ant of l\loney, or that they ever Hood 
ill Need of any; a mournful Experience con­
vinc'd her, that Mankind was of a different 
N:lture from what was reprefented in thofc 
Stories, and her U [age of poor Carlos often 
brought as many Tears into her Eyes, as the 
Su/f<:rings it had occafion'd drew from her: 
But that was an Evil now p:lfi Redrefs ; flle 
had heard nothing of him [or a long Time, 
nor was there any Probability of their ever 
meeting more. Portionlcfs as {he was, a young 
Officer in the Army, who llappen'd to be in 
thore Parts, became paffionately enamour'd of 
her: She receiv'd his Addreffes with the utmoi1: 
Indifference, not excited to it by the Motive 
which had [way'd her in the Time of C(lrlD!~ 
but becaufe ilie really felt it; yet [0 much had 
her l\1isfortuncs chang'd her, that, llaving been 
one Day more th:m ordinary pi<]u'd with the 
Behaviour of the Family where the was, {he 

all 
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all at {IDee con fen ted to marry him, and the 
very next Day made good her Promife. 

This brought her into new Misfortunes, and 
fuch as before {he had not any Idea of; and, a~ 
by obitinatc1y flying from l\.1arriage, {he had 
began her Ruin, fo, by precipitately running 
into that State, {he com pleated it. Her Huf­
b;md was a Man of the mof!: diffolute Princi­
ples imaginable; and, after the firH: \Veek, 
he became fo, treated her with an Indiffe­
rence, which could not hut be fl:abbing to any 
Wife, much more to a Woman of her Humour; 
file faw herfelf flighted and ahandon'd for 
the mof!: ProAigate of her Sex, with whom he 
paf!: his Days and Nights, never coming Home 
but to recover the Fatigue of his Debaucheries, 
and then return to them again. He had 110 

Ef!:ate, and his Commiilion was infufficient to 
fllpport his Extravagancies Abroad, 1'0 that 2t 
Home nothing but the Miferies of Penury was 
to be found. 

Mm'illa was but fixteen when {he became a 
"Vife, all her Charms were in the Bloom, 
and the ill Dfage of her Hufband encoura:;'d 

~ c 

many young Men of Condition, to make 
Offers of their Service to take her from thi~ 
Scene of \Voe; but not all the Affilralllt' 
they propos'd of defending hcr, while life 
continlled, frol11 the Frowns of Fortune, nor 
all the Hard{hips {he fo feverely felt, had th~ 
Power to make her hefitatc one }\;!oment wbt 
Anfwcr flle {hotlld m~,ke, tho' ulJlovin~ 
this mof!: unworthy Hufbaml, and unbelo\"J 
by him, {he prefei-r'd a Life of l'vlifery ~l1d 
IrulOcence with him, to all the Pomp of p:uii r,\' 

Gr: 1, 
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Grandeur with any other Man. Hcr Vir­
tue {toad like a Rock impregnable to all Et=­
forts, and uniliaken either by Force or Fraud. 
_ Both it feems were try'd, and bath alike 
found incfFeaual. A Perf on who liv'd in the 
[.1me Haufe with her, and was an Eve-wimer." 

~ 

of her Condua amidil: thde Trials, <1fl"ur'd 
me with many Proteftations, that never "\Vo­
man was more greatly temptcd, nor with 
"reater Strength of Virtue refiil:ed. Yet nei­
fher this, the Beauties of her Mind and Perfon, 
nor the exemplary and moil amiable Patience, 
with which /he bore the woril: of Uf.1ge, had 
Power to reclaim the diffolute Poffeffor at fo 
great a Treafure: He was, it feems, one of 
thofe Wretches who are only fcnfible to Inju­
ries, and look on all good Offices and Bcnefits 
as Things of courfe, and what thcy have a 
Right to expea: Whether fuch a Difpoficioll 
proceeds from Pride, or meerly Want of Senfe, 
I will not take upon me to fay, but, whichever 
it is, nothing can be more nncomfortable than 
to have any Concern with Perfons of that 
Turn. 

Tir'd out at laft with a continued Series of 
Matters of Difquiet, and having loil: the only 
Thing ill which {he took any Sort of Plcafure, 
an Infant of about five IVIonths old, {he re­
fob'd to quit the !:iociety of a Man, who 
feem'd to take Pains to render himfdf as dif­
agreeabJe as he could; file took the Oppol"tulli ty 
of his being abfent for a Fortnight, and went 
into a private Lodging, acquainting none with 
the Place of her R<.:treat, but fuch whofe Se­
crecy fhecould depend upon. 
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But fcc the Inconfifiency of fome Temrcrs 

he no fooner perceiv'd what {he had done, thar: 
he behav'd with all the Difiraction of the moO: 
v iolen t Love and Defpair ; fwore th~t, if fhe diJ 
not return, or he was not fuccefsful enough tn -find her, nothing fhould perfuade him to live 
and fC:lrce allow'd hirrifelf Time to eat 0; 
fleep for the Search he was perpetually makin" 
in Pcrl<>n, as well as employing others: A~ 
length he came where {he was, and, with ten 
thouf.U1d Promifes of reforming the Irregub­
rities of his pail: Conduct, won on her Good­
nature to forgive, and cohabit with him as be­
fore. Aftl r this he treated her with more 
good }'I.lanl1ers, but his natural Tendency (0 

an abandon'd Life by Degrees prevail'd, and, 
forgetting the Terms' on which he had reco\'cr'J 
her, rdaps'd into all his fanner Extravagancie,. 
She continued with him, however, 'till Death 
gave her a final Divorce, which happen'll abOllt 
five Years arreT their Marriage, at which Time 
the was no more than one ami twentv . 

• 

Here, faid Actjla, J muil: beg Leave to d"le 
my Narrative, what afterward, befd tLis llll­

Ilappy Lady not feeming of a Piece with her 
foregoing Life; befides the Accounts I have, (,i 
the remaining Part of her Adventures, a 1",; 

too dark amI indi!1inct for me to repeat them, 
without Dang(:l- of being guilty of 'an Injuikc 
{"ither to her or Truth, All I can ventur.: t" 
[LY is, that her Misfortunes ended not with 
her Hufband's Life, but rather fdl more thi,k 
.1l1d heavy on her than ever; and that a Perron 
of any tolerable Degree of Penetration, m,i 

it ~ l 
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/l:ill difcover in her the Ruins of a noble lVlind, 
hut not the leaft of a beautiful Per/em: Tho' 
now of an advanced Age, Grief has made 
a greater \Vafte than Time on her Charms; 
dejected, fpiritlefs, opprefs'd by Fortune, and an 
ill-natur'd cenforious W orid, and doubtkfs 
more 10 by the fad ReRection, that all {he fuf­
lers is owing to herfelf, {he drags on a Li:'c of 
Mifery, obfcure, unknown, unaided, and de­
terted by all but her own Fortitude. 

I {hould indeed be forry, (;lid Ethelinda, to 
hear any Thing tInt might deftroy my Admi­
lation of this Lady's Virtues, or my Pity for 
her SufFerings; but I am apt to think Acaflo, 
if you have heard difFerent Accounts of her 
Behaviour unce the Time rou mention, that 
which is mof!: in her Favour, is alfo the moft 
jull:; for I cannot think a Mind, fuch as you 
have painted out to us, and which 11ad fa long 
withftood Temptations, could at laft defcend 
to any Thing unworthy of itfdf. 

One cannot, Madam, be afcertain'd, reply'd 
Amjlo, what Time, and Accidents may be 
able to [roduce in the moft dctermin'd Minds, 
but fa far I dare anfwer for Marilla, that {he 
has never been capable of any mean or bafe 
ACtion; and that, if any Thing has happcn'd 
derogatory to her form(;r CharaCter, the Cru­
elty of the \Vodel has exaggerated it il1to 
ten times its real Magnitude, , 

For my Part, (;lid Llidl/i1l,-, I can for:2:ivc 
her eYcry- Thing but her llchaviollr to poor 
Carlos, and C\'CIl that too, if the Rcbti(lJ1 of 
it may [(;n'e, a~ I am {Lire Am/lo. inteaded it, 

{or 
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for a Leffon to fome Ladies, not to trifle t Or) 

much with a Heart that ;cdores them. 
At thefe Words the whole Company turn\1 

their Eyes 011 Emilia, who, either to 'P;'~\:C1:' 
any further Difcourfe all that Head, or UCl-;cll:: 

it really W:lS (0, reminded them, wi:bol!1 
feeminrr to rC2;anl what Lutil/ius had faid, tklt 

'" -it was very late; on which we <'.il rofe lip, ;end, 
hOlYing paid the Compliments of the Ni!'.ilt, 
withdrew to our rcfpective HabitatiollS. •. 

. 
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