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T H E

Lady’s Drawing R oom.

DAY the FourTHn.

EVER had I found Etbelinda’s Apart-
N ment fo full of Company as on this
Day: There were not only moft of
thofe I had feen before, but alfo fuch a
MNumber of others, that, as large as her Draw-
snc Reom 1s, they made a Kind of Crowd.
I had not been there three Minutes, before
I perceiv’d there were many of them whofe
Viiits that Lady could very well have dif-
pens’d with, tho’ her excellent (Good-breeding,
and Sweetnefs of Diipofition, made her treat
them with the fame Politenefs, tho’ lefs Faini-
liarity, as fhe did thofe whofe Society was
more agrecable to her. In a Multiplicity
of Company there cannot faill of being a
areat deal faid ; but then it is gencral-
ly on trivial Matters, and, though however
agrecable they may be in firft fpeaking, would
not found well in the Repetition. T hofc
who are capable of Converfation, being

generally too polite to aum at engrofling 1t,
olvVEe
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give thofe who are the leaft fo, the full J;.
berty of talking on thofe Subjells which are
moit plealing to themfelves ; and People wig
have {mcll Judgment, and great Vivacit,
eithcr are apt to imagine the Topick they
are full of is equally entertaining to the Hear
ers, or are too carclefs to confult whether
it is {fo, or not. 'T'his happen’d to be the
Cafe: Philetes, Dorinthus, Acaflo, and Arifh,
were entirely filent.  Bellimante, LEm:lia, and
Miranda, {fpoke but little, and Lthelinda no
more than bare Civility requir’d ; while half
a Dozen Fops, and ncar twice the Numbes
of fine Ladies, difplay’d their Volublity onas
many Subjefts. All Speakers at the fame
‘Time, and with an equal Vehemence ; it was
hardly pofhible to diftinguifth either one Voice,
or one Matter, from another; vyet every one
feem’d pleas’d, and teftify’d it in a Concert
of loud Laughter, ’till it was on a fudden in-
terrupted, as was their Plurality of Difcourfes,
by an Accident which appear’d to take up al
their Attention. One of the Ladies cry’d out,
O my Head |——-My Heart | I am
going | ———= Then roll’d her Eyes wildly
round the Room, wreath’d her Neck, and
diftorted a Face, which Nature had made ex-
tremely lovely, into fuch Looks of Anguih,
that one could never have imagin’d, without
being aflur’d it was {o, that fhe fhould dott
through Choice ; at laft fhe fell in a Swoon,
as I then believ’d, and was expre{ling fome
Part of my Concern for her Diforder, in com-
mon with the reft, when a Lady, who ftood

near me, whifper’d to me, That it was al
Afteéte-
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AffeGtation, and, that fhe never appear’d in any
publick Aflembly, without pretending to fall
into thefe Fits. ohe fancies, added my
fair Informer, that 1t gives her an Air of
Delicacy, and, having little, very little indeed,
either in her Perfon or Converfation, capa-
ble of attracting the Regard of the Company,
hopes to find that compaflionate Notice for
her Diftemper, which neither her indifferent
Circumitances in the World, nor the Misfor-
tune fhe has lately met with of being for-
faken by the Knight, has the Power to ex-
cite even from her beft Friends. Thefe laft
Words were accompany’d with fo malicious a
Look and Accent, that, however blameable
I thought the other Lady, I could not judge
with lefs Severity on this. I made but little
Anfwer, being unwilling either to affront the
Lady, or to fay any Thing which might
look like an Encouragement of a Temper fo
pernicious to Society ; and, as I was not defi-
rous of hearing any further Particulars of the
fame Nature, retir’d to a diftant Window,
and fell into a deep Mufing. Heavens ! faid
I to myfelf, how is it poffible that Perfons,
who are admitted to behold the Behaviour
of Ethelinda, can indulge themfelves in fuch
contemptible Follies ? Would they be all as
zealous in correéting the little Vanities of their
own Humours, as they are in expofing thofe
of their Acquaintance, how truly waluable
might they make themfelves? What I had
juft obferv’d of thefe two Ladies reminding
me of a Thoufand whimfical Paflages of the
fame Kind, which I had remark’d an;ong

ome
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fome of thofe I had converfed withy, I became
fo loft in Thought, that, for a good whil,
I was altogether ignorant of what was i)
or done ix the Room, and might poflibly
have continued much longer in that Revery
than I did, if the excellent Ethelinda had not
vouchfafed to call to me, defiring me to join
Company, and at the {ame "Time Aiif
plucked mec by the Sleeve, and reminded me
that the little Impertinencies, which it was
impoflible for a Lady of her Rank not tn bhe
troubled with fometimes, ought not to make
me forget what was due to the other Part of
the Affembly. I could no lefs than apologizc,
in the beft Manner I could, for the Abfence
of Mind I had been guilty of ; which havins
done, I refumed my Seat, and faw with no
fmall Satisfaction, that the counterfeit Indif-
pofed, and the Lady who had betray’d her to
me, were both gone, and,«as I was afterwards
inform’d, went in the fame Chariot together,
with all the Appearance of the greateft Friend-
fhip on both Sides. Several others alfo, who
could juftly be call’d no other than Diftur-
bers of Converfation, had taken their Leave;
and what {feem’d now to engrofs the Atten-
tion of all prefent, was a young Lady in a
new Suit of Clothes. Every body in the
Room were afk’d, How they liked her Fan-
cy in the Choice of the Brocade ? The Man-
ner of its being made 7 The ‘Air of the Slecve?
And I believe it took up little lefs than
an Hour to anfwer all the Interrogato-
ries the made on each particular Part of it
¥rom that, fhe fell mnto a moflt Iea‘r{}ed

Ditler-
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Differtation on Drefs in general, condemning
one of her Acquaintance for wearing Red,
another for being feen in Blue, a third for

affeéting Y ellow.— One had her Petti-
coats too {canty, another was as extrava-
gant in the Iulnefs of them: Some had

them too Long, others too Short. .
Lady Sophia difcover’d an unbecoming Aflu-
rance, in expoling her bare Neck, becaufe it
was the only hand{fome Thing about her.
Lady Pru, to conceal the Deformity of her’s,
{fweated under the ‘Ifcight of a C{?pf{f/:u';z in
gufy. In fine, fhe took abundance of
ains to prove, That no body had any Un-
derftanding in the Elegancy of Drefs but her-
{elf ; and, whoever had an Inclination to be
perfet n that Art, micht have liften’d to
her with Pleafure. But, thank Heaven, at
laft fhe cnded, bhaving {aid every Thing fhe
could think of on the Subjedt, and thew’d
herfelf {ufficiently , as fhe thought, to be
talk’d of with Admiration after her Depar-
ture, the took wing to carry her Inftrultions
to fome other Place, and none now remain’d
but Perfons of real Tafte, or who had Dif~
cretton enouch to enable them to conceal that
Deficiency, and render their Difcourfe agree-
able on fuch Subje&ts as would not betray a
Defeét in Judgment. And indeed a Perfon,
who knows how to hold his Tongue iIn
Matters, which to talk much on would be to
his Difadvantare, cannot, I think, be properly
fad to want Judgment; and I know not if
to avoid (in a Manner which may not feem

a5 if we did fo) all Speech of what we know
1S
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is above our Capacity to talk judicioufly upon,
be not as great an Argument of good Senfe,
as to be able to declaim with the utmoft Qys-
tory. As the beft Rhymer is not always tie
beft Poet 3 fo he that ralks moft fuently daes
not always think moft ju/fly. It has ever been
allow’d, That to know onefelf i1s the mo#
ufeful Part of Knowledge ; and if fo, thefe
prudent Chufers of Converfation merit more
Applaufe than the World is fenfible of, and,
tho’ they defire not to recetve, nor are paid any,
find their own Account in the Praife of this
filent Virtue. But, to return,

Well, faid Philetes, we are now as it were
all of a Family again; we have indeed fewer
Stars than we had juft now, yet methinks
our Hemifphere thines not the lefs bright,——
‘That is, becaufe too many obftru& each
other’s Influence, reply’d Lucillius 5 it makes
however a Confufion of Light, which is not
difagreeable to the Eye : Therefore, I think
the Comparifon would be more juit to fay,
"The Mufick of our Spheres has been for a
good while interrupted, and Difcord ufurp’d
its Place. Not atally, cry’d Bellimante, for,
to make ycur’s good, we muft all hold our
Tongues, at leaft if it be true, as the Philofo-
phers tell us, That the Mufick of the Spheres
confifts in a profound Silence. That is 2
T'ruth which I believe no body difputes,
Madam, faid Ariffo ; but then we muft lofe
the Faculty of Speech ourfelves, before we
can be able to tafte it : When we become
all Soul, and every Senfe is abforb’d in Con-

templation, Stilnefs will be Harmony, more
ra-
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«vifhing than Handel’s Notes are to his fair Ad-
mirers. This, howcever, i1s a Plcafure which
hone of us {eem very hafty to enjoy ; and while
we carry this Flefh and Blood about us, and
have Veflcls {ufceptible of Sound, we can have
no other Notion of the Mufick cf the Spheres,
than what Voices, fuch as yours, convey to us;
and I think thercfore Lucillius perfeCtly right in
the Metaphor he made choice of.

Not to take from the Gallantry of this Com-
pliment, faid Ethelinda, 1 think there is fome-
what, which, more than the moft tranfporting
Sounds, cnables us to conceive that pure De-
l:ght we hope hereafter to enjoy in the Mufick
of the Spheres, and that is, when our Mcmory
internally repeats the admirable Things we
cither may have heard or read ; for, though we
are originally indebted to others than ourfclves
for it, 1t then becomes meerly intellcétual, and
is excited by no Object from without.

A Mind elevated like yours, Madam, reply’d
Dorinthus, is doubtlefs capable of furnithing
Ideas for itfclf, which may very much antici-
pate the Bleflings of Futurity. T"he Soul be-
ing in its own Nature altogether divine, retains
or lofes its Power, in proportion as it is more
or lefs cloge’d with fenfual Objeés ; and where
o Anger, Fear, Defpair, Ambition, or any
of the turbulent Paflions arc admitted, it will
have room to exert itfelf in the moft rapturous
Contemplations.

Nothing, faid Acaffs, can be more juft than
this Obfervation ; and I muit beg Leave to
wdd, that it is my Opinion, 'T'hat even thofe un-
Lappy Perfons, who, eitlacr by being embarl’d

K in
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in a Life of continual Cares, or arz affifed
with bodily Diftempers, are render’d incapuble of
any fublime RefleCtions, have, in the Moment
of their Releafement, a clear and diftiné&t Prof-
pe&t of what they vainly fought the Knowledge
of before, as one of our belt Poets very clegant.

Iy exprefles it.

Leaving the Old, both Worlds at once they view,
Who ftand upon the Threfhold of the New.,

If it be fo cry’d Bellimante, 1 am afraid fome
People, thatl could name, will fee a good del
more than they defire.

T'rue, my ]))'ear, rejoin’d Lthclinda ; What
Difcoveries muft that Perfon make, who, for
the Sake of fome temporary Satisfaltion, gives
up or betrays the Liberty of his Country, and
entails all the Miferies of Slavery on unnum.
ber’d Generations? How muft he tremble,
when he beholds Millions on Millions «f pre-
exifting Souls, all doom’d to groan in Flth
beneath a Yoke his Crimes impofe cn them!
His own Pofterity, firipp’d of the {Lont-
Jliv’d Honours he {fo dearly purchas’d, the Scom
of future Times, and all upbraiding him as the
Author of their coming Woes ; he furely tha
muft feel, tho’ pcrhaps not ’till then, fome
Part of thofe Agonies which our excellent Mil-
zon {o well defcribes in the Charalter of the firft
Man, mourning the Miferies of his wretched
Race, as forethewn him by the Arch-Angel

Mickacel.

O Vifions 1ll forefeen! better had I
Liv’d ignorant of future, fo had born

JLG
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My Part of Ewvil only, each Day’s Lot

Enough to bear 5 thofe now that were difpens’d,

The Burthen of many Ages, on me light

At once, by my Forcknowledge gaining Birth

Abortive, to torment me e're their Being,

J7ith Thought that they muft be. O Foice once heard

Delightfully,~———Encreafe and multiply,

Now Death to bear! for what can I encreafe

Or multiply, but Curfes on my Head ¢

Vho of all Ages to fucceed, but feeling

The Evil on him brought by me, will curfe

My Head, lll-fare cur Anceftor impure,

For this wwe may thank ADAM ; but bis Thank

Shall be the Execration : So befdes

Mine owon that *bide wupon me, all from nie

Shall with a fierce Reflux o me redonnd,

On e as on their natural Ceialer lielt,

Heavy, tho’ in their Place.
Of all the Kinds of Treafon. {faid Philete:,

that to our Country Is undoubted!y the worft,

and I am of Opinion, that Ambitian, in the

worlt of Princes, never did halt the Mifchief to

Mankind, as the Avarice of private Men.
True, reply’d Acaffo, becaufe no Prince can

carry on any Defign againit the Intereft of

his People, without the Afliftance of fume

among themfelves I can cafily fergive the

Defire of becoming abfolute in a Mcnarch :

The Love of Power is but too predominant

m us all 3 and a Throne i1s place! {o high,

that he who f{its upon it may cafily become

giddy ;3 the (Guards, the Parade, and all tle

‘arce of Royalty, intoxicates the Brain, and,

hcing told he is a God by his Flattercrs, he

L 2 imﬂgims
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imagines he is fo, and becomes impatient «f
Controul 3 whereas, if hke Pbilip of Ldacedm,
he was often remunded, "That he was buta
Man, I am apt to think he would neither
be fo vain, nor f{o mmpetuous. All thofe Na-
tions, whom we now fee groaning under the
Weight of Tyranny, were oncce free, nor
could have been made otherwife, had thev not
had I'raitors among thcmﬁ_lvcs, who, to at-
tain fome favourite Pomt {facrificed the Liber-
tics they were intrufted with, which is fure 3
Crime of the mofit enormous Size Humanity
can be guilty of, or Heaven forgive.

Y et, horrlble as 1t 1s in any Shape, rejoin’d
beletes, it is yct greatly heighten’d, when he,
who happens to be the Betrayer of his Cnun-
try, 1s one who, by a long Series of Hypm
crifies, had endear’d himliclf to their AH’L&ZI(HH
lull’d them, by {peccious Pretences, into a (ata]
PDependance on him, gain’d their entire Con-
fidence, and madc himfelf be look’d upon as
the Bulwark of their Freedom, whillt he was
forging the Fetters of Slavery, and contrivine
Means to render it everlafting, by becomin:
conftitutional.

And need fucha Man, cry’d Emilia, attend
the Hour of Death to feel thofe Terrors £1ée-
linda has defcrib’d ? Will hz {uffer nothing
during Life from his Remorfe, or from the
Fears of the Refentment of an injur’d Peogle,
fo bafely deceiv’d, and mmpos’d upon by ho
vile Arts ?

A Man, before he can be capable of fuch an

A&ion, anfwer’d Dorinthus, muft, as t»
Scripture has it, have fear’d his Confcience w:in

w
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¢ ot f.r*a.rz; have banifh’d all Relentigs from
bis Fleart 3 become enurely dead to all Senfe of
Honour, Comp.l licn, or even common IHu-
manity, and center his whole Views in Scli-
eratiGeation.  He might, indced, have cvery
Thing to dread from the jult Rage of thofe he
has fo cruclly deluded 3 but, to prevent the
Fivis, be will doubtlefs take care to render it
enervate, before he ventures to pluck off the
hMac. Icannot, however, with .ca/lfo, make
any Excufe fur a Prince who fufters himfelf to
b. rifcd v the Infinuations of fuch a one,
aaimt the Intereft of his People ; but more
eipecial'y :f 1t happens to be a Prince who has
no other Tenure to his Crown than meer Com-
pall between hin and thofe he governs 3 who,
it 1s to be fuppofed, had never call’d him to
the Sovercignty but in the Belicf he would in
their King be their Proteétor alfo. In heredi-
tary Governments it would be unnatural for
him not to love, with a fatherly Afteltion, the
Nation he 1s born to govern ; and, in clective
ones, it doubtlefs 1s the utmoft Ingratitude to
omit any T'hing in his Power to compleat the
Happinefs of thofe who put the Crown upon his
Head. A FPrince chofen by the Pcople, and
fupported by the People, is, in effe¢t, no more
than the Servant of the People ; and tho’ they
give him the Power of conﬁ.rrmg Dignities,
muking Peace and War, and a thoufand other
Privilezes, yet ought he to confider all this
mcerly as a Compliment, and never exert it in
Contradiction to the Will of thofe whofe Sa-
lary he receives : He fhould look cn all Attempts
to infpire him with Notions of becoming abfo-

K 3 lute,



198 The Lady's Drawing Reemn.

tute, as fo many Enares for his Virtue, and give
up the Authors of them to {uch Punifkment 24
thofe they would have injur’d fhall think pro-
per to decree.

Derinthus ipeaks, faid Lthelinda, with the
moit graccful Smile, as in the Suppofinion, that
Wifdem  was  always the Attendant on g
Crewn 3 whereas, on the contrary, we have
cften found it infpires only vain Glory, Info-
{ence of Nature, a Forgetfulnefs of themf{clves,
and of thofe to whem they owe the Ohi*gation.
A Prince, who has {trong Paffions and a wezk
Judzment, (as the onc 1s a {ure Token of the
cther) will always be the Dupe of thofe who
want only the Sandtion of his Name to become
the Tyrants of the Peoplec.————— Such a one,
therefore, is rather to be pity’d than hated
and though, 1t muft be own’d, 1s altogcther
unfit to be trufted with any Power, and un-
worthy of the Dignity he enjoys, yet the natio-
nal Refentment ought to fall chiefly on the art-
ful Fomenters of his unwarrantable Aims, who
encourage in him a Difpofition to opprefs, then
put into his Hands the Mecans of accomplifhing
1t, and have, for the moft part, the greatcit
Share of that Plunder acquir’d by his Authority.
Kings, in all limited Governments, are but a
kind of Holiday-fhow, and may juftly enough
be compar’d to the Pageants we formerly had
cn a Lord-Mayor’s IDay, adorn’d and drefs’d
vp meerly to attrat the Eye, and manifcit the
Riches of the Company that fet them up; and
of as little real Ufe. ,

Were they equally innocent too, Madam,

brifkly rejoin’d Lucil/lius, it would be well for the
Ntions
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N.tions fubjeéted to their Sway; for, as one of
our apottate Patrio’s {faid not fo long ago as to be
torgotten, The beft that can be expelled from a
King is, Lhat be fpall do no Furt. But the
Misto;tune 1s, thev are no fooner mounted,
than they ride, Febu like, o’crleap the Bounds
of Limitation, and trample down all that {ftands
between them and thetr belov’d Goal of arbi-
trary and defpotick Power.

As T faid before, anfwer’d Aeaflo, the Love
ol Power 1s commo: to us all 3 none but un-
ocencrous Minds mdeed will make an il Ufe of
i : But the Propenfity 1s 1 Nature, and to be
correéted by nsthing but Religion and good
Senfe. o prove 1t, let us defcend from Princes
even to the loweft of their Subiedts, and I be-
I'eve we thall ind, among private Families, the
fame Lyranny ecxcrcis’d n  petty Matters,
which from a ‘Throne 1s {o juftly complam’d of
as a publick Oppreflion.

I have often obferv’d this among People in
low Life, {aid Miranda, but I always thought
a polite Education gave a greater Softnefs to
Bchaviour,

Neither that, reply’d Pbhiletes, nor even,
what one fhould imacine more prevalent, a
real Affe&tion, 1sa fufficient Check, where Pride
and [ll-nature are predominant. 1 fometimes
vifita Family, wherc the NMafter of it is a Per-
fon of Condition, marricd to a Lady of Birth
anl Fortune fupericr to his own, and who
has a Share of Wit, Beauty, and Swectnefs of
Difpofition, that might make any Man thinl
himfelf happy 1n poflefling her ; nor is he at all
diflatisfy’d with his Lot, or infenfible of her

X 4 Merits,
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Merits, tho” he teflihes not thaot Reeard fo
them as he ought.  Lhe may be faid to be 1.
Sovereign of his Heart, yet 15 fhe the Slave of
his Fflumours : By the moft unaccountable (-
price he treats the Objeét of his Affectings
with all the viarks of Haotred.- Contradiéis
every Thing fhe favs, finds Fault with even
thofe of her Adltinns which in reahitv ylefe
him moft. — Whon {ilent, accufics her of Sul-
lennefs, yet, if fhe fpeaks, pretends to take
Offence at every Word : When gay, he won-
ders at her Ievity : When penfive, fhe mufh
be thinking on fomething fthe would cenceal :
Fach alike furnifh out a Matter of I)ifpute,
which, though on her Part, is alwavs condudt-
ed with the greateft Softnefs and Geod-breed-
mg, is, on his, return’d with Ikxpreilions fuch
as would 1ll become me to repeat it, and what,
without hearing, one would think impofl:ble
thould proceed from the Mouth of a Genile-
man. Nay, to fuch a Degree does his 17y ran-
ny extcnd, that he not only treats her in this
Manner before all Company, but takes a Pride
in fhewing them how abfolutcly he has enflav’d
her very Mind ; for the Moment after having
f2id and done Things, which one would think
impoflible to be forgiven, he will, all at once,
aflume an Air of Good-humour, at which fhe
inftantly puts on a Smile, feems tranfported to
malke Peace with him, and own herfelf to hate
becen alone to blame for the Occafion of this
Quarrel : He gives her a gracious Nod, 1n
Token of Forgivenefs, and bids her oftfend no
morc in the like Manner. Tho’ I dare take

uron me to aver none, who have been prefent
ul
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at thele ridiculous Contefts, had ever Penctra-
tion enough to find out in what fhe had of-
fended 3 nory, had he been afk’d, could he have
ahign’d the leaft Caufe given hlm for this pre-
tended Refentment.

How I pity this poor Lady, whofe Life muft
be one continued Scene of Diflimulation, faid
Bellimante 5 for ’tis impoflible fhe can have
either Love or Efteem for a Man who a&ls in
fuch a Manner. -

I am very certain, refum’d Philetes, the had
an Inhnity of both on their firft Marriage,
but am apt to believe his lll-humour has fince
render’d her more indifferent ;3 becaufe, as the
coes not want Spirtt, did fhe retain her for-
mer Senttments tor him, fhe would etther be
provok’d by his Uﬁgu, to teflify fome Indigna-
tun, or, 1 cndeavouring to {upprefs i, fall
into a Mielancholy, necithier of which docs any
of her Words or Adtions denote; and fhe ap-
pars to me mezrly to comply with his Paf-
Lions for her ovwn Kafe, and to think no more of
them after they ave paft.  As I know he loves
her more than perhaps he 1s {fenfible of himf{clf,
I am in PPain to think how miferable he will
be, fnould he cver difcover he has loft, by his
miliaken Behaviour, a Heart which hr now
flatters himfclt with having fo much Domi-
mon over, and that it Is not to any implictt
Obedience, or fond Affection he is indcbted
for the Pdtlcnce with which fhe {upports his Ill-
humour.

Iu_ cannot {uffer too much, cry’d Lwmilia
Lalily, and if I knew who the lordly Crea-

K 3 ture
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ture was, I would this Inftant write to him,
and undeceive his Vanity.

The Company laugh’d heartily at the
Warmith with which this Lad} exprels’d her-
{'t; but all cgreed, that aMan of ﬁ:ch a Difpe-
ﬁ:cn merited the fcvcref’c Morttheation, ———
Aftcr fome general Refledtions en the Diffe-
rence of "T'empers, it 1s firange to confider, f:id
Dorinthus, the Pains fome People take to ren-
der themfeves unhappy : I know an Incicent,
which, tho’ the Reverfe of what Philetcs has re-
lated, procceded not from a lefs Extravagance
of Humour, and brought on a Cataftrephe
equally, if not more melancholy than what e
fcems to apprehend for his Friend. As there
1s fomething very particular in the Story, I be-
lieve 1t may not be difagreeable in the Repeti-
tion.

Every Body having affur’d him they fhould
liten with Pleafure, he refum’d his Difcourfe
in thefe or the hike Words.

ARABE L L A4, {aid he, was one of the
moft lovely Women I have ever feen; nor did
her Wit and Good-humour render her Conver-
fation lefs pleafing to the Ear, than the Charms
of her Perfon were to the Eye.—— She was
born i1n Laﬂdon, a]wnys liv’d In it‘, cxcept it
thofe Scafons of the Year which make it vield
to Bath and Tunbridse for the Varicty of Flea-
{fures; and, as {he was of Rank to be vifited
by the politeft of both Sexes, fhc behav’d her-
felf, amid{t the Temgtations of a Couit, and
the Flatteries of her Admuirers, in a Manner
which oblig’d every Body to look on her s

tho
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the moft accomplifh’d Pattern of Mode{’cy and
Regularity : Chearfulnefs, and unaffected Gaiety
feem’d to go Hund in Hand with Prudence,
and made her Company equal]y coveted by Age
and Youth., 1 was for fome time a pr ctty near
Witnefs of her Conduét, and mdcc,d 1t would
have puzzled the moft cnvious curious Eye to
have difcover’d the lealt Defeél, either in her
inate Principles or outward Deportnient.
Amceng the Number ot thofe who addrefs’d her
for Marriage was Bellair, a Gentleman whom,

it muit be confefs’d, was every Way dcfervmg
her 3 but fo perhaps were {ome others, who
were lefs fortunat: @ bhe became, however,
poffefs’d of fuch a Paflion for him, as I know
not if any Hiftery affords us an Example of.—
Nct all her Moderation was of uny Ufe to her
en this Occafion.————The mifchievous little
Deity brought =zt once all his Attendants with
him; Hope, Fear, Ihftruft, refllefs Wifhes,
diforder’d  Jov, *mi caufelefs Grief, ravag’d
without Contreul in ler dele 1celcfs Breaft.

Ste erew immediately another Creature, anid as
before her Converfation was aftable, {weet und
entertaining, 1t now became dull, relerv’d,
and fometimes pecvifh. — The Truth is, the
was never eafy out of his Company, and, wlen
fhe faw not him, car’d not to fee any Body.

A Dif. ngreement happening betwceen their
Parents, on account of a Jointure to be made
her, the Marriage feem’d to be broke oil.
Bellair was oblig’d to defitt vifiting her, and
the gave herfelf up wholly to Detp.r: All
her Prudence, her Modefty, the Cure of Re-
putation was entirely {wallow’d uo in v re

| [
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prevailing Grief.  She loudly declay’d fhe could
not live without hnm ; but, zall the either fajd
or did having no Eftfect on the old People, s
impoflible for Words to exprefs the Calamity
of her Condition. ——— I have feen ker in
Agontes which one would think were impof-
fibie for Life to fuftain; but, not to prolong
the Narrative beyond what Necefiity requires,
after three Years Scparation, the Father of
Bellair, prevail’d upon by the inceflant Impo:-
tunities of an only and beloved Son, confented
to do what was infifted on by the Parents of
Arabella.— W ritings were immediately drawn,
and the fo much wifh’d for Nuptials ccle-
brated in a Manner behtting their Quality
and mutual Affefticn. I had not the Satif-
faction of being prefent, happening to be at my
Country Seat; but, coming to T'own in a few
Days, I waited on her to congratulate the
happy Event.— But how was I amaz’d,
when, inftead of the Gaiety of a Bride, adorn’d
with Blufhes, and beautify’d with Smiles, I
found her rather an Objelt of Condcleance:
A gloomy Melancholy hung upon her Brow!
Her lovely Eyes were {well’d with new
fallen Tears! Her Voice faulter’d when fhe
fpoke, and fometimes was wholly ftopp’d by
Sighs, which fhe in vain endeavour’d to reftrain,
I could nct prefently find Words to cxprefs
the Concern it gave me to fee her thus, nor
the fecret Rage I conceiv’d againft the Fualfe-
hood and Ingratitude of a Hufband whom fhe
had fo tenderly lov’d, and fuffer’d fo much
for : For who could impute that Decluge of

Sorrow, in which fhe feem’d fo overwhelm’d,
()
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to any other Source than his ill T'rcatment?
But, when I had got fo far the better of my
Surprize, as to be able to talk with her, and
taike Notice of her Anfwers, I fell into a
much ereater one at the unhappy Whim fhe
had entertain’d, than I had been before at
the Sight of her Diforders. She told me fhe
was now in Pofleflion of every Thing her
Soul could wifh: ‘That fhe look’d on her-
felf as on the Summit of all human Felicity :
—————That Fortune had beftowed on her a
Happinefs fo immenfe, fuch a Profufion of
accumulated Bleflings in the Society of her dear
Beéllair, that {he was certain they could not
be of long Continuance 3 and then, faid fhe,
burfting into a Torrent of Tcars, How can 1
fupport {o terrible a Reverfe? It was in vain
for me to reprefent the little Probability there
was of any fuch Change coming to pafs:
That, as they were young, Fatc feem’d to
promife them a long Succeflion of happy Years
togcther ; and that Bellasr had a fufficient
Portion both of Love and Honour, to render
the laft Moment no lefs agreeabl: than the
firft. She own’d the Juftice of my Reafons,
but could not conquer this unaccountable Chi-
mera, which every Day gam’d Ground in
her diftemper’d Imagination, ’tll at laft, by
fancying herfelf too happy, fhe became com-
pleatly lniferable, and render’d her Hnufband,
and every Body about her fo too, by the
continual Gricfs they faw her in. She
would lie awake whole Nights, counting over
in her Mind how many Acc1dcnts, which,

however unlikely, were w:thm the Compafs
of
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of Poflibility to happen, to leflen Bellasys
Affeltion for her, which always conciuded ip
an affur’d Belief, that it would be fo in Time,
one Way cr other. Jt is indeed reafonable
enouch to fuppcfe, that this Behaviour in her
micht have done, what I believe no carthly
Thing befidcs could have the Power to have
done, brcught on the Negleét and Indiffeience
fhe fo much dreaded ; For who can bear con-
tinual Teazing? This Mortification was how-
ever not decreed for her. His Paflion {or her
was not the leaft abated by the Difcontent fhe
cgave him, he did all he could to bring her
into a better Temper of Mind; but his En-
dearments ferv’d only to encreafe her Malady,
and the mere he endeavour’d to give her
Comfort, the lefs the was capable of receiving
it.— Thus did fke languifh for many Months
in an inceflant Wafte of Spints, and dy’d,
without the leaft vifible Sign of any bodily Indif-
pofition, leaving her Hufband lefs inconfolable
for her Lofs, than he would doubtlefs have
been, if occafion’d by any other Motive than
what 1t was.

Tho’ this was certainly a Diftemper of the
Mind, rather to be pitied than condemn’d,
{aid E'thelinda, yct I do not fee how it was
pofiible for any of her Friends to regret her
being deliver’d out of it, by the only Means
which feem’d effeCtual for that Purpofe; but
I am of Opinion, that whatever Modecration
this Lady teftify’d in the Beginning of he
Life, there were fome Seeds of Impatience

and Difecontent lurking in the Soul, which
walted
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waited only the Calls of Paffion to fhew them-
{clves to as high a Degree as human Na--
ture is capable of. The Vehemence of her
Love for Bellazr, that Defpair, and the little
Regard fhe took to conceal either the one or
the other, and the f{trange Caprice which,
after the had nothing left to with, fhe gave way
to, and indulg’d ; all thefe, I fay, {ecem’d to de-
note a weak Mind, and an unhappy Difpofi-
tion. I know, indeed, purfued this admirable
Lady, that there are a great many of both
Sexes, who, by the Formation of umaginary
Ills, difquiet themfelves to a very great De-
grees and it is certain, that moft Pcople are
wretched more by the Fears of what they
may endure, than any Thing the prefent can
mfi& ; but this is a Temper which no Perfon
of real Wifdom will indulge, becaufe, in the
irft Place, fuch a Habit of Mind is the di-
ret oppofite of Religion, which enjoins not
only an entire Rengnation to the Divine
Power in every Thinz, but an implicit De-
pendance on Him alfo, for all we defire or
think a Blefling : And, fecondly, it is 2a manifeft
Contradiction to Good-fenfe ; for who, with
the richt Ufe of that, would lofe the En-
joyment of a real Comfort, to lament a Aif~
fortune only in Suppofition, which, ten to one,
never comes to pafs, or we live to fee if it
does ? I prant one fometimes meets with
Trials i this World, which juftly may be
call’d fiery ones 3 but then one fhould confi-
der that Fortitude is the mofl needful, as well
as moft heroick Virtue a Mortal can poff:bly

attain, and the greater our Misfortunes are,
the
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the greater Opportunity we have, by nobly bear-
ing them, to make the Courage and Eminency
of our Souls confpicuous. I am intimatcly ac-
quainted with a Lady, who, in the littlc Strugele
the unfortunate King fames made for the
Prefervation of his Crown, loft a Father, tq
whom fhe was extremely dear, and a Hufband,
whom fhe married merely for Inclination,
both at the fame l'ime ; yet bore fo ter;ible
a Misfortune with that Patience which tef
tify’d fhe hop’d to meet them in a better
World. One Son was the only Fruits of her
Marriage ; and the ill Fate «f his Father and
(Grand-tather, made her refolve to breed him
in a different Sphere from that of War; vet
did the ill Genius of their Family prevail above
her Care to fave him. Happ’ning to pafs
thro’ Preffen in the Year Fifteen, he wus
accus’d of an Intention to join thofe who were
then attempting to reftore the Stwart Family,
and, as fuch, try’d and condemn’d, ohe
was then out of England, and hear’d the
dreadful News That he had fuffer’d winm
others the Death of a Traitor, and that
thofe I.imbs, which the with fo much Ten-
dernefs had chenifhed, were mangled, and ¢
pofed to the View of every gazing OSpedlatar
on the City Gates.—She heard it, 1 fay, wit-
cut the lcaflt Murmur againft that Providence
which had depriv’d her of her latt remainug
Comfort, the only Support and Joy of her de-
clining Age; and, tho’ never Mother more tru-
ly lov’d, more truly griev’d, committed not the
feaft Extravagance, but behav’d, even in the firit
ohock, with fuch a Prefence of I\.*Iigd!, and

clmneds
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Calmnefs of Deportment, as made fome who
kncw not, nor were capable of judping the
(Greatnefs of her Soul, imagine her infenfible,
and without natural Aflcéiton; but afforded
Matter of the higheft Admiration to thefe who
had been Witnelfles of that uncommon Tender-
nefs which fhe had always thewn in her Care of
him. For my Part, I never reflelt on the Be-
haviour of this Lady, and of fome others who
have maintain’d an equal Fortitude under very
ereat Calamities, but 1t confirms me in the
Opinion I always had, That thofe wild Excla-
mattons we fometimes hear, are only fo many
Proofs of the Violence of their T'empers who
utter them, and not in the leaft of the Sincerity
of th:ir Paflions.

Nothing can be more juft than this Obfer-
vatton, reply’d Acaflo : A real Paflion, of what
Kind foever, is too mighty for Words : Weak
Minds are agitated with every little Trifle,
and the EEmotions prefently break out into the
moft turbulent Excefs; but then the Paflion
they exprefs is ike a fudden Guft of Wind,
which gives a momentary Shock, and is felt
no more. Araminta, on the Death of her
Parrot, tore her Hair, and cry’d out, There
was nothing left worth living for l-———Fe-
raidus was going to fall upcn his Sword, when
News was brought him of the Lofs of his Wife,
vet married agamn  within a Month.- Ce-
ludin, when rejelted by the beautitul Clotiida,
fent immediately for a Dofe of Poifon, but,
when it was brought, very wifely threw it into
the Fire, and fought his Confolation in the

Arms of a more relenting Fair,—————In fine,
whethcer
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whether it be a real or umaginary Ill, the Gries
occafion’d by it is the more fhortliv’d in Pro-
portion to the outward Show.

This Argument will hold equally good, fuj;
Bc/]zmame, i relation to thofe Profeffions ¢f
Love or Friendfhip ade  to the Living,
Certainly, Madam, cry’d Emilia, and I woull
no more believe a Man truly lov’d me, who
told me he was dying for me, than [ would
an avaricious (suardian, who deny’d me tle
Neceflaries of Life, under Pretence of making
me the greater Fortunec.

Y ou cannot be afflur’d, Madam, that cither
the one or the other is ﬁllﬂ:, ’t I you have the
Proof, anfwer’d Lucillius ; but you are [o great
an Enemy to Love, that, on whatfoever Tu-
pick we difcourfe, you are fure, fome Wiy
or other, to draw Cenclufions to the Difd-
vantage of that poor Paflion,

The beautiful Em:ilia mutt be cautiout,
however, f{aid Philetes, how fhe declares too
great an Averfion to it, left we judge her
Sentiments by the fame Rule Acaffo has lad
down.

I dare anfwer for that young Lady, reply'd
Acafto, that fthe will always be govern’d by
rlght Reafon ; , and 1 would not have the Ii-
tereflt Lucillius takes in the Senfibility of her
Heart, render him too apprehenfive that every
Thing is meant in Oppofition to his Wifhes.
"Thefe Words, deliver’d with a very ferious
Air, made every Body turn their Eyes on tae
Ferfons they concern’d; but the (_lventlemm
who fpoke them, preventcd any little Raillery
he imagin’d what he faid might occafion, by
going o,
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I would advife all the Ladies, purfued he,
not to be over-hafty in giving Credit to the
Proteftations made them by their Admirers,
and, above all T'hings, to be moft upon their
Guard againft thofe which are accompanied
with any Extravagance, either in Words or
A&ions 5 becaufe, as I have already faid, all
Excefs is flecting.— Nature cannot bear
perpetual ‘T'ranfports ; after a while thofe vio-
lent Emotions fink into a dead Calm, and we
often fee the moft impatient Lover dwindle
into the moft infenfible Flufband. But then,
on the other Hand, I would not have them
fhut their kEars altogether againft the A:ldrefles
of a worthy Man, or be blind to the Demon-
frations he gives of his Afteltion; for that
would be carrying the Referve too far, and,
pethaps, at laft, deprive them of a Hcart
they may know the Value of too late. I
could give, if the Evening were not far ad-
vanced, a very particular Inflance of this, in
the Hiftory of a young Lady, with whofe
briends I was very well acquainted fome Years
200,
Ethelinda, on this, entreated him not to be
under any Apprehenfions that any Thing he
could fay would be tirefome to the Company,
and Lucidlizs cry’d out to him, with Impatience,
to beain. Bellimante, Miranda, and Emilia told
hm, T'haty tho’ they had Reafon to bclieve,
by what he had faid laft, that the Adventure,
he was going to relate, was more in Favour
of his own Sex than theirs, yet thc Pleafure
they took in hearing him  difcourfe on any

Thing, would more than atonc for any Par-
tiality
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tiality he could be guilty of. I proteft to ve;
Ladies, replied he, I fhall only repeat oy
lancholy T'ruth, and leave it to vourfthe 1,
judre as you think proper. The Story is iy
I once thought to communicate it to the Pub.
lick under the [itle of,

T H E

ADVENTURES of MARILL A

?‘ 4 ARILL A4 was a young Lady, why,

from her moft early Years, difcover’d an
uncecmmon Capacity, and, as fhe grew up,
made a wonderful Progrefs, not only in thofe
Accomplifhments ufually allowed to her own
Sex, butalfo in fome of thofe which more pro-
perly appertain to ours. While a Child her-
{fclt, fhe defpis’d all childifh Diverlions, and,
as the was not a Companion for thofe of riper
Years, inftead of playing with thofe of he
own, fhe amus’d herfelf with Reading, m
which fhe took fuch an infinite Delig,
that, for a Book fhe had never fcen before,
fhe would forego any other Satisfa@ion could
be offer’d her; and, tho’ any one who hal
been prefent when fhe was thus employ’d, and
faw with what Swiftnefs her Eye pafs’d fron

the Top of every Page to the Bottom, woull
ha



The Lady’s Drawing Room. 2173

nave thousht it impoflible for her to reccive
much Advantage {rom the Contents, vet was
her Apprehenfion {o acute, and her Memory
(» retentve, that whatever fhe look’d over in
this Manner was as much her own, as if fhc
had been th2 Author of 1t. What could
be more amazing than to hear a Girl, of ten
or eleven Years of Age, qucte Paflages from
Pliny, Livy, and Sallu/?, talk of the Policies
of Princes, compare their {cveral Interefts, and
the Motives on which War and Pcace were
made, and make fuch Obfirvations on them
as could rarely be contradifted! What micht
not have bcen expce&ed from fuch a Genius
when T'ime had ripcn’d it to Perfeétion ?
She had allo ftrong Notions of Philofophy,
Mcrality, and Divinity, and had only fuch
Books, as tended to the Improvement of her
Mind, bcen thrown in her Way, fhe had
duubtlefs made one of the moft fhining Cha-
ralters that any Ace or Nation has produced ;
but unhappily, fhe was likewife too well ac-
quainted with Caffardra, Clecpatra, Grand Cy-
ris, Pharamond, and other fabulous "['reatifcs,
which poifon’d her Way of Thinking, and
pave her a certain Bent of Mind, to which
jhe ow’d all the Misfortunes of her future
Life. Indecd, - I think, there cannot be any
Thing more pernicious to Youth, than the
fuftering them to read thofe idle and volumi-
minous Adventures, which have no Foun-
dation either in Truth or good Senfe, and
[ heartily wifth, .for the Sake not only of
the young Lady I am fpcaking of, but of
many others whofe Reafon has been perverted

by
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by them, tho’ perhaps not in an equal D:prec,
that the Government would forbid all fyg)
Books frorm being fold or printed.

As to the Perfon of AMarilla, fhe was what,
without being a Beauty, one might call ex-
tremely lovely: Her Eyes were bright and
fparkling, her Complexion clear, her Shape
admirable, all her Motions perfedtly eafy and
ogenteel, and had fomething in her Air infi-
nitely attraltive, but undefcribable. Such as
fhe was, however, fhe no fooner arriv’d at
the Age of Thirteen, than fhe became the
cencral Admiration of our Sex, and the Envy
of her own: You’ll pardon me, Ladies, pur-
fucd he, with a Smile, f I fav one is too
natural a Confequence of the other. Had
thefe Words been {poke in any other Com-
pany, ’tis probable all the Fans in the Roem
had been up to chaftife a Reflcction, which
none 1t is made cn will allow the Juftice of;
but the Fair Oncs who compofed this Aflembly,
were well convinced what he faid was but too
true in the general, and thercfore offer’d no-
thing to interrupt the Profecution of his Nar-
rative, which he thus went on with ;

As her Father was a confiderable Perfen
in the World, the Fortune 1t was expelted he
would give her, join’d to the Charms of her
Perfon and Qualifications, made a great
Number of young Gentlemen ambitious of
gaining her in Marriage ; but fhe treated all,
who addrefs’d her on that Score, with a Re-
ferve which came pretty near Difdain, and
gave her Enemies a Pretence for taxing her

with Pride and Vanity; two Vices which
in
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in reality fhe was far from being addifled to
on the contrary, fhe was alwavs ready to do
wod Offices, generous in  allowing Merit
wherever fhe found it, liberal, and compaf-
fionate to thofe who flood in nced of her Af-
iftance, and 1 believe fet a much lefs Value
on herfelf, than any one, who truly knew
her, did.  Setting afide a little Raillery fome
times on the Follies of thofe the conver’d with,
which rather was occafion’d by the extreme
Vivacity of her Humour, than any real IlI-
mture to the Perfons guilty of them, fhe was
sways obliging, and affable to every Body, but
thofe who, as I faid before, declarcd thzm-
felves her I.overs; nor was this owing to
dther the Infenfibility of her [{eart, or to an
[mazination, that all who addrcfs’d her were
uworthy to do fo, but to thofe romantick
Notions fhe had 1mbib’d, by reading in what
Manner the fictitious Ladies of Antiquity had
behav’d. She has often, fince Time and a
melancholy Expertence cf the World, has mor-
tfy’d this Foible, confefs’d, ‘I'hat at that
Time, fhe thought it the moft audacious and
pefuming thing in the World for a Man, to
make any publick Declaration of his Paffion,
ll he had fuffer’d the Pangs of it, in fecret,
for three or four Years. That, even then,
he ought not to do it, unlefs Fortune had pre-
fented him with the Opportunity of ufhering
It in by fome extraordinary Service, and that,
whenever he exprefs’d himfelf on that Head,
it fhould be in fuch ambiguous Terms, and
with fo much ‘Fimidity, that it fhould rather
be from his alter’d Countenance, and defpair-

lﬂg
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ing Alr, the Objeét of his Affe@ions fhoul
perceive he lov’d her, than by any Words |
could bec able to fpeak. Then, as to her
own Part in this Farce, it feem’d to her th
utmoft Indecency in a2 Woman to liften ¢4
any amorous Propofals, ’till the Lover had
oriev’d himfelf to a Skeleton, and was on the
Point of falling on his own Sword ; nor, whe
he had arriv’d at that Pitch of Defveration,
was fhe to vouchfafe him any greater Favour
than a Command to live.————=That, after
{feven Years, fhe might, tho’ with an infinite
Shew of Relu&tance, allow him to kifs her
Hand, confefs fhe pity’d him, but no more:
—And, if he perfevered a fecond Apprentice-
fhip in the fame Manner, perhaps, that is, if
{he found none more worthy, reward his faith-
ful Service, by giving herfelf to him.

Thefe, fhe acknowledged, were the Ideas
{lie had of Love and Courtthip; but, none of
her Admirers a&ling in any Derrree anfwerable
to them, fhe look’d on all the Profeflions of
Love made to her, as fo many Affronts, and
return’d them only with picquant Repartes,
or {ullen Silence.

The careful Father, who defir’d nothing
more than to fee this Darling of his Hearn
well fettled in the World, was extremcly
troubled to find her equally averfe to all he
told her had afk’d his Permffion to addrels
her, fome of whom were Fortunes {uperior ta
what either his Birth or Circumftances could
have flatter’d him with the Hope of; but
neither Youth, Wit, Good-humour, tht.,

or Riches, had the leaft Effed upon her, and
it
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if he prefs’d her to confider the Advantages fhe
mght find in being the Wife of fuch a one,
or tuch a one, fthe would befeech him, with
Tears, to permit her to continue as fhe was.
Unwilling to put any Force on her Inclina-
tions, he had ftill continued to difmifs as many
2s came to offer themfelves, ’till at laft, being
extren, 2ly folicited by a young Gentleman,
whofe Principle, Charalter, and Humour, he
was perfetly well acquainted with, having
known him from his Infancy, and for whom
he had a kind of natural Affe&tion, he was not
to be influenced on his Score [o eafily as he had
- been on that of others, but told Adarilla, with
an Air of Authority, That he was aflur’d the
could have no reafonable Objection to the Per-
fon he now propos’d, and thercfore infifted,
that fhe fhould reccive Garlss (for bv that
Name I fhall diftinzutfh him) as one he intended
faould be her Hufband.

A Thunder-clop could not have been more
readful to AMarilla than this Command: In
win The wept, 1n vain fhe beg~’d ; but, ha-
vne nothing to alledge againtt this young
Gentleman, her Refufal feem’d fo capricious,
that her Father knew not how to account
for it 3 and, when he reflelted how many
Offers the had before rcjelted, bezan to fear
her Infenfibility to =zll thofe he had recom-
mended, procceded from her having placed her
AfteClions on fome lefs worthy Objeét, and
vho durft not avow himfelf her Lover. Thrs
‘apprchenfion had no fooner enter’d into his
Head, than he bezan to reproach her, as if

crtain it were juftly founded ; but the many
L Pro-
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Proteftations fthe made of her Innocence, at
length made lum eafy as to that Point, thmmh
he diflembled his Com 1¢tion, and told her,
That nothing, but entertaining Carlss in the
Manner he deﬁ ’d, fhould convince him, that
he had not injur’d her by any unjuft Sufpicion.

Of all her Acquaintance, there was none
the had half the Regard for the had for Caris,
He 1t was whom fhe ordinarily made
choice of to wait on her to the Phy, the
Opera, the Mull; on every Occafion {he
preferr’d him to all who made Offers of thenr
Service ;3 fhe had continually prais’d his cood
Humour, the Agreeablenefs of his Converfu-
tion, and, 1n fine, had always talk’d of him
with a Kind of Pleafure: But no f{ooner did
fhe find he had entertain’d ITopes of marryiny
her, than fhe was uneafy at the bare Mentun
of his Name, avoided his Prefence as much g
poflible, and, when compell’d, as 1t were, to

{fuffer it, 1ppear’d fo dlﬁ.antcntcd and meli- |

choly, that he foon found the Friendfthip, with ;
which he had been flatter’d, was not the leaft
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a-kin to Love. And yct, as fhe has fice;

told me, fhe had a thoufand Timecs wifn’d to |
fee him her Lover, before fhe knew he was

fo, and found nothing in herfelf repugnant to:
his Addreffes, but that they were not “made in;
the Form fhe had read of. Had he told fome
$¥riend how much he ador’d, yet durft not.
difcover the Ardency of his Flame, and ths
had been overheard by her, fhe would doudt-
lefs have been tranfported with the Effelt he
Charms had on him ; but to entertain Hopx

of gaining her, and mentioning his Delirc
LA
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to her Father, was a Piece of Prefumption her
Delicacy could by no means forgive, and the
refolv’d to punifth 1t by treating him with as
imperious and difdainful an Air, as the had been
us’d to do with one all Complaifance and Free-
dom.

Carlos, who lov’d her as a reafonable Man
would do, could impute this Change of her Be-
haviour to nothing but an extreme Diflike to
his Perfon, and often complain’d of his Ill-For-
tune to her in the moft tender Terms ; but as
he mention’d not one Word of dying, nor at-
tempted any Act of Defperation, all he could
fay was far from having the Efteét on her he
defir’d 5 on the contmry, it ferv’d only to
lugntcn her' Difplcafure, as 1t feem’d a new
Prcof of his T'emerity, or Infenfibility of her
C} YIS,

Her Father at laft infifted on her beinz mar-
ed, and even fix’d a Pay for the Celebration :
All the had already urg’d in Oppofition having
prov’d ineffectual, fhe now fecem’d moie ready
to comply, and refolv’d to take another Me-
thod, which, if fhe fail’d in, to run to any Ex-
tremities, rather than be d'fpos’d of to a Man
who, it fcem’d to her, had taken fuch unwor-
thy Methods of cbtaining her.  What, faid fhe
to herf...lf (hall I be facrificed to one who hus
aot the leaft Notion of a true and perfedt Paf-
hon? One who is incapable of feeling any of
thofe T'r 'mf'ports which fir’d the Breaft of Oroon-
dates Artaxcrxes ! One whom all the
Difdain I have treated him with has not been
able even to throw into a Fever! No, I
will hazard every Thing, fuffer any Thinz, ra-

I z ther
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ther than be the Vidtim of. fuch {piritiefs Indr
ference.

Carlss receiv’d the Confirmation of his Hun-
pinefs, as he imagin’d, with as {inccere a Joy Im
a Heart can be capable of feeling, and, fivin,
to the Apartment of Marilla, My Ancel, i
he, your Father had this Moment acquainted
me, that he has at laft gain’d your Confent to
make me bleft. As how ? demanded {le,
fcornfully. ——As how ! repeated he, docs
not the charming Aarilia know that the fifth
Day from this, is that which muft give Ler
her faithful Lover’s Arms ¢ Are we not to be
marry’d ? My Father would have it fo
anfwer’d fhe ; but there are little Bleflings t
be expelted in a Union of [Hands, where Hearts
and Difpofitions are {o widely diftant as vour
and mine : Judoe, Clarios, continucd fi.,
with the utmoft Hauchtine(s, Dby the {incere
Declaration I am now about to make you,
what Happinefs our Marriage will beftow.—-—
Know, that Death 1s not more terrible to me,
than the T'houghts of being yours ; and wlhat-
ever favourable Sentiments I had of you, as
an Acquaintance, they all vaniih’d, f{ince I
found you cherifh’d fuch prefumptuous Hopes.
‘That, if compell’d by my Father’s Au-
thority to go with you to the Altar, I f{huil
be fo far from thinking myfelf oblig’d to love
you by that Ceremony, that I fhall ever afte
regard you as the Murtherer of my cterna
Peace.

The poor Gentleman was ftrangely con-
founded at thefe Words ;3 he really lov’d her,
fhould have thought himfclf the anpic\ﬁl ot

sViahi-
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Mankind 1 pofiefling her with any Degree of
mutuz]l Aficction, but had teo much good
Senfe to with to pafs his ays wirth one who
Iad 2 7x7d Averfion for him.  Ier late 1 reat-
menté,  and the MNManncer m which fhe now
fioke, convinced him that fthe was but too
much in carncdt, and, confcrous that he was
no way her Inferior, could not help thinking
fhe derogated from that fine Underftanding and
Politenzfs the was ccelcbrated for, in not ma-
kme Ufe of more gentle "I'erms at leaft, in her
Pefufal of hun.  This then, Madam, faid he,
[ muft lock upon as your final Determinaticn.
—-It would be the IHeizht of Infolence in
vou to doubt it, anfwer’d the. Well then,
refum’d he, with a Sigh, whatcver I may fuf-
fer in this Sclf=decnial, you fhall find, Madam,
[ have more Regard for your Peace, than to of-
fer any future Interruptions.——My lucklefs
Paffion fhall make but one of us unhappy :
Perhaps hercafter you may own I merited a bet-
ter Fate.

Hce accompany’d thefe Words with a low
Bow, and was going out of the Room, but
fhe call’d him back : Hold, Carlss, faid fhe,
do you defire I thould think well of you ?
That Hope was once the Herght of my Ambi-
tion, reply’d he, but you have thought fit to
banifh it for cver. ~T'here 1s 2 Way, refum’d
fne, to engage my Eftcem, if not my Love,
and that is to let the Breaking-off this ill-con-
certed Match appear wholly vour own Act.—
Make what Pretence you pleafe to my Ifa-
ther for quitting me ; lay the Blame on my
Want of Beauty, Wit, Conduét, or any

L 3 "T'hing,
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Thing, rather than Difobcdience to a Com-
mand I was in a Manner forced to feem willing
to comply with.———This will fhicld me frem
the Difplcafure of a Parent whem I fhould be
forry to oftend, be doing me a real Service,
and oblize mc to reftore you fome Part of tho!:
good Withes I had for you, before the Decli-
raticn of your vain, fruitlefs Pafhion.

Whatever Reluétance Carles found within
himfclf, to appear the fickle and inconflant
Creature fhe defir d, or affront a Gentleman,
whom he had a]ways look>d upon as a kind of
Father to him, his Affe&ion, or rather his Ge-
ncroﬁty got the better of all other Confidera-
tions ;3 and after a Paufe, Yes, Marilla, 4
he, you fhall be obey’d even i this, hatd
it 1s: I have this Coniclattion however, that it
1S not even in your own Power to make mo
guilty of any T'hing, that might give vou a jult
Excufe for the T reatment you have {hewn mo,
and with that, whenever you think fit to bles
{ome happler Man, it may be one not lefs de-
voted to you than the unfortunate Garlos.

The Oppreflion of his Spirits was fo great,
that he was fcarce able to utter thefe laft Words,
with which he went out of the Room, ﬂ,armg
the exceflive Grief he then was in, fhould have

drawn f{omething from him unbecoming the .

Courage of his Sex.

Marilia faw, and exulted in the Confufion he
was 1n, and, tho” fhe pity’d him, was far from i

repentmg the crucel Occafion fhe had gn(n
This fhe thought, as indeed it was, a Proof of |

|

the refpedtful Paflion he had for her, but wnsJ

miftaken in the Confequences: Had fhe buen

'llj
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told afterwards, that he had attempted to de-
troy himfielt, “tis poflible fhe would have
ouchfafed to have abated fomewhat of her Se-
verity but he, inlputing her Behaviour mere-
ly to an invincible Diflike of him, on the con-
trary, Imade ufe of his utmoilt Efforts, to
banifh fo unhappy a Paflion {rom his Heart.
He was however at firft extremcly perplex’d,
in what Manner he fhould perform the Injunc-
tion {he had laid on him, and, after many va-
rious and difturb’d Emotions, wrote to her Fa-
ther 1n thefe Terms

S TR,

An wiforefecn and unfortunate Accident venders
it impofjible for me to accept the Honour I fo long
fdicited, and you were fo good to promife.
Forgrve, I befcech you, what only a cruel una-
wtdable Neceffity enforces : Believe that to be
ally’d to you, in the Manner I lately flatter’d my-
felf with, was the deareft Wifh my Heart had
form’d, and the next to that is, that your fair
Daughter may find with fome other, that Happi-

nefs which fhe could not have fhar’d with the
Unfortunate CARLOS.

The Aftonifhment, which the Father of
Marilla felt at reading thefe Lines, is not to
be exprefs’d : He fent immediately for him, mn
crder to get an Explanation of this Mydftery,
but heard he took Peft for his Country-feat
the Moment ke had wrote.  He then interro-
gated his Daughter, but the anfwer’d in T'erms,
which feeni’d tu Lim no lefs ambiguous than the

T

L4 Letter
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Letter he had receiv’d from Carlos : Upcen the
whole however hc fhrewdly {ufpelled thi
fudden Turn had been owing to her Behs
viour, and accus’d himfelf of having thewn -
too great Indulgence to her Humours, as the
was not yet of an Age, in which her own
Judgment was to be depended on, and refolv?d
herecafter more to excrt the Father. Accord-
ingly, another Propofal being made to him,
by a Perfon whofe Fortunc and CharaSter was
every Way agreeable, he gave his Confent
without once confulting that of Aarilla, ’ull
the Writings were drawn, and every [lLina
neceflary concluded on for the Marriage : He
then told her what he had determin’ d, and at
the fame Time forbid her, on Forfeit of all {ie
had to hope from him, not by any Means, di-
reétly or indireltly, to oppofc what he had or-
dain’d for her.

Thus began thofe Misfortunes, which her
Refufal of Carls drew upon her : T'he Perfon
now intended for her Hufband, having neither
the good Qualities, nor Agrceablenefs of that
rejeéted Lover, fthe faw".g;nd was fenfible of the
Difference betwecen them, and wifh’d the for-
mer would return and renew his Addreflcs ;
fthe had flatter’d herfelf with the Opinion he
would do fo ; and had brought herfelf to think,
that, after having punifh’d his Prefumption and
receiv’d this Proof of his Obedience to her
Will, fhe might, without Breach of Dccorum,
treat him with fomewhat more Gentlmcﬁ.,
but he was too ignorant of Romances to imi-
tate the Example of thofe fuffering ILovers,

and paft his Time in Hunting, and {uch other
Excr-
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Exercifes as he thought moft conducive to ex-
tincuith a Flame he had all the Reafon in the
World to believe would never be rewarded.
she was exceflively mortify’d, to find fhe re-
ceiv’d no Letter, complaumw at leaft of the
ermncs he fulter’d in this Banifhment, and no
|03 criev’d to think, that fhe fhould now fall
to the Lot of one, wholn flhe had as real a Dif-
like to, as, thro’ ‘the Caprice ol her Humour,
fhe had affelted to thc other. He Father
[-em’d now to have converted his former Ten-
cernefs for her into Aufterity 3 and, on her on-
lv offcring fomething that look’d like a Defire
of delaving this Marriage, commanded her to
be filent ; and fhe was oblig’d to fee all the Pre-
paraticns for 1t going forward, without daring
to cpen her L:pb in Contradi@ion to them.
The Eve of the deftin’d Day at Iaft arriv’d,
md fAl’d her vith Horrors little different frorn
Diftrathion. Death or Dergary fecem’d to
her trifiine lils to that decreed for her, and,
not able to {fubmit to 1t, rcfolv’d to hazard all.
In fine, fhe left her Father’s Houfe by
Nizht, and retir’d to # diltant Relation, whom,
vith Tears and Pr avm fhe prevail’d upon to
ove her Sheltor from thL Cruelty of her Fa-
ther.  "T'he Perfon fhe addrefs’d knew verv
well the Mileries of an enforced Marriage, and
for & Time conceal’d her ; but the enrag’d
Parent took {uch Methods as foon difcover’d to
him where fhe was, and, when fhie leaft fuf-
pected it, feiz’d and conduéted hor Home @ It
would be necedlefs to repeat in what Condition,
and how much fhe fuffer’d fvomn the Reproaches
of her Father, and all thofe of her Kindred,
I. 5 who,
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who, not fenfible of the true Motive of her
Fhlight, imputed it to one lefs innccent. T
intended Bridegrocm nct only flew frem i
Engagements, but contemn’d what he had f,
lately ador'd, making her ill Conduét, zs b
call’d it, the Subje& of his Converfation in ]
Compames The difcreet Part of her Ac-
quaintance knew not how to judge of her
Behaviour, and thofe who moft had lov'd her,
on this miftaken Step, refrain’d their Viflis

Thofe who envy’d her good Qualities rqomed
in an Opportunity of blafting her Reputation,

and reprefenting even the moft innocent of her
Ad&tions as criminal. Even this once ten-
der Father look’d on her as a loft Child, and
withdrew great Part of the Affeltion he had
for her. o prevent her from falling into
any farther Inconvenicncies, however, and
filence, as much as he was able, the Cenfures of
an unpitying World, he took a Refolution of
fecluding her in a ‘Convent for Life, 2s he
then threaten’d ; but, as he afterwards acknow-
ledged, he intended it only for a certain Time,
"till the Memory of what had paft fhould be for-
gotten, and herfelf brought to a more reafon-
able Way of thinking. The Thoughts cof
being a Nun were no lefs dreadful to her than
thofe of Marriage. In {pite of the Mortifi-
cation fhe had receiv’d, fhe {till lov’d the
World, and flatter’d herfelf with being one
Day sble to muke a fhining Figure in it, to
the Difappointment of her Enemies ; but, Alas !
fhe took wrong Meafures to gratify {o laudable
an Ambition. Derrify’d at the houghts of

being comgpell’d to take the Vail, fhe made a
fecond
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fecond Elopement : Nor could all her Father’s
Search avail to find her again. She fent a
Letter entreating his Forgivenefs, and reitera-
ted Proteftations, that no other Motive but to
avold a Nunnery, had oblig’d her to abicond,
hoping that Time would make him more re-
lenting to a Daughter, whom he once thought
merited his Affeltion above any of his other
Children ; and that he would not give Ear to
any Stories that might be told to her Difadvan-
tage, and ended with an Aflurance, that her
Hcnour, and that of his Family, fhould be ever
dearer to her than Life.

But all the wrote was far from mitigating the
Indignation he was now pofiefs’d of ; he renew-
ed his Search, {par’d ncither Money, nor La-
bour, to difcover the Place of her Retreat, but
fhe was too wary, and too artful, not to efcape
zll the Purfuit was made after her. She went
not near any Perfon who knew her, ncver ftir-
red out by Day, nor undifyuis’d, and fhifted
her Lodgirgs {o often, under various Names
and Pretences, that it was impoflible for any
true Information to be given of her. For up-
wards of a Yeuar had fhe fculk’d about in this
Manner, living on the Sale of fome Jewels the
took with her; ’till one Evening, being in a
shop for fomething the wanted to buy, the heard
two (Gentiemen mention her Father as lately
ceceas’d, with this aggravating Circumftance,
that it was the Behaviour of his Daughter had
fherten’d his Days. This was a Shock indced !
fearce had fhe the Power to convey herfelf
rway, without teftifying by fome Aéticn, how
fad a Concern the had in their Difcourfe.

After
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After fhe had vented in her little Privacy
fome Part of the Agitations of her Soul on tls
Occafion, having no longer the Authority of
any one to dread, fhe appear’d publickly, but
tound herfelf wholly difregarded, even by thafe
moft near to her in Blood. Her Father, in the
Height of his Paflion againft her, had ftruck
her entirely out of his Leftament ; and tho,
to my Knowledge, he intended to alter it, and
give her a Child’s Portion, yet the 1l Fate «f
Marilla, by one Accident or other, delay'd it;
and his Death happening f{o fuddenly, that be
bad not the leaft 'T'ime, even as they fay, to
teftify his Defires in any Particular, fhe wus
cut off from all the Expeétations the was born
to, and made an Alien to her Vamily. Every
one now rejeCted, fhunn’d her Sight ; her il
Conduét was the Pretence, but her Neceflities
were the real Excitement to this Ufage ; and,
ammong all the numerous Acquaintance fhe had
in her Days of Happinefs, fhe now found not
one .to pity or relieve her. Her Spirit was
indeed too great to fufter her to make repeated
Applications ; thofe who had once lookd
fhghtly on her, were certain of being cas'd of
any future Vifits from her ; and, as great
Minds become moft haughty in Adverfity, fhe
no {ooner found herfelf ill-treated by the World,
than fhe refolv’d to contribute nothing towurd
rendering 1t more gentle, and, in her 1lum,
never met any Perfen by Accident whom fhe
knew, without making them fenfible, how
much fhe defpis’d tiie Injuftice had becn done
her.

Beirg
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Bzing reduced at laft to want cven the
common Neceflaries of Life, fhe took it into
her Head to go to a Relatlon, who for many
Years had hv’d far {from ‘Town, and knew
little of the Particulars of her Affzirs: She was
at Arft kindly receiv’d, but had not been there
many Months, before fhe perceiv’d a certain
Wearinefs of her Company ; and at laft a
Sort of a commanding Air, which fhewing
her the was look’d upon but as a Depemhnt
and a kind of troublefome one too, made her
Heart frequently ready to burft.

Thefe Diftrefles had however verv much
chang’d her former Ideas; fhe had never found
that the Heroines of Romance were fhighted
for Want of DMoney, or that they ever ftood
in Neced of any ; a mournful Expericnce con-
vinc’d her, that Mankind was of a different
Nature from what was reprefented in thofe
Stortes, and her Ufage of poor Carles often
brought as many T'ecars into her Eyes, as the
Sufferings it h’ld occafion’d drew from her :
But that was an Evil now paft Redrefs ; fhe
had heard nothing of him for a long Time,
nor was there any Probability of their ever
meeting more. Portionlefs as fhe was, a young
Officer in the Army, who happen’d to be in
thofe Parts, became paflionately cnamour’d cof
her : Sherecetv’d his Addrefles with the utmodit
Indifterence, not excited to it by the Motive
which had fway’d her in the Time of Carlos,
but becaufe fthe really fele it ; yet fo much bad
her Misfortunes chang’d hf.r, that, having been
one Day more than ordinary plqu’d with the

Behaviour of the Family where fhe was, fhe
all
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all at once confented to marry him, and the
verv next Day made good her Promife.

"This brought her into new Misfortunes, an(
fuch as before fhe had not any Idea of ; and, as
by obftinately flying from Marriage, fhe had
began her Ruin, fo, by precipitately running
into that State, fhe compleated 1t. Her Huf-
band was a Man of the moft diflolute Princi-
ples imaginable ; and, after the frft Week,
he became fo, treated her with an Indiffe-
rence, which could not but be {tabbing to any
W ife, much more to a Woman of her Humour;
fhe faw herfelf flighted and abandon’d for
the mof{t Profligate of her Sex, with whom he
paft his IDays and Nights, never coming Home
but to recover the Fatigue of his Debaucherics,
and then return to them again. He had no
Eftate, and his Commiffion was infufficient to
fupport his Extravagancies Abroad, fo that at
Home nothing but the Miferies of Penury was
to be found.

Marilla was but {ixteen when fhe became 2
Wife, all her Charms were in the Bloom,
and the ill Ufage of her Hufband encouray’d
many young Men of Condition, to muke
QOfiers of their Service to take her from this
Scene of Woe ; but not all the Affurances
they propos’d of defending her, while Life
continued, frcm the Frowns of Fortune, nor
all the Hardfhips the fo feverely felt, had the
Power to make her hefitate one Moment what
Anfwer the fhould make, tho’ unloving
this moft unworthy Hufband, and wunbelov’d
by Lim, fthe preferr’d a Life of Mifery and
Innocence with hum, to all the Pomp of guilty

G
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Grandeur with any other Man. Her Vir-
tue ftood like a Rock impregnable to all Ei-
forts, and unfhaken either by Force or Fraud.
— Both it feems were try’d, and both alike
found incffe&tual. A Perfon who liv’d in the
fame Houfe with her, and was an Eye-witnefs
of her Condu&t amidft thefe T'rials, aflur’d
me with many Proteftations, that never Wo-
man was more greatly tempted, nor with
greater Strength of Virtue refifted.  Yet nei-
ther this, the " Beauties of her Mind and Perfon,
nor the exemplary and moft amiable P’lt:enm
with which fhe bore the worft of Ufage, h,1d
Power to reclaim the diffolute Pofleflor of fo
oreat a Ireafure: He was, it feems, one of
thofe Wretches who are only fenfible to Inju-
rics, and look on all good Offices and Benefits
as T'hings of courfe, and what they have a
Right to expe&: Whether fuch a Difpofition
proceeds from Pride, or meerly Want of Senfe,
[ will not take upon me to fay, but, whichever
it 1s, nothing can be more nncomfortable than
to have any Concern with Perfons of that
Turn,

Tir’d out at laft with a continued Series of
Matters of Difquict, and having loft the only
Thing in which fhe took any Sort of Pleafure,
an Infant of about five Months old, fhe re-
folv’d to quit the Socicty of a Man, who
feem’d to take Pains to render himfclf as dif-
asreeable as he could ; fhe took the Opportunity
of his being abfent for a Fortnight, and went
Into a prwate Lodging, acguamnting nonc with
the Place of her Rf_.treat but fuch whofe Se-

crecy fhe could depend upon.
But




232  The Lady’s Drawing Room.

But fce the Inconfiftency of fome Tempers,
he no fooner perceiv’d what the had done, than
he behav’d with all the Diftraétion of the moft
violent Love and Defpair ; {fwore that, if {he di|
not rceturn, ot he was not {uccefsful cnnugh te,
find her, nothing fhould perfuade him to live,
and f{carce allow’d himfelf Time to eat or
flecp for the Search he was perpetually making
in Perfon, as well as employing others: At
length he came where the was, and, with ten
thoufand Promifes of rr.,formmcr the Irregula-
rities of his paft Condué, wou on her Good-
nature to forgive, and COhdblt with him as be-
fore. Aftcr this he treated her with more
good DNanners, but his natural "T'endency to
an abandon’d Life by Degrees prevail’d, and,
forgetting the L'erms on which he had recover'd
her, relaps’d into all his former LXtI‘HV'lg’lI’lCILS,
bhe conunut.d with him, however, ’till Death
ogave her a final Divorce, which happen’d about
hve Years after their Marriage, at which Time
fhe was no more than one and twenty.

Here, faid Acafto, I mull beg Leave to dofe
my Narrative, what afterwards befel this un-
happy Lady not fceming of a Piece with her
foregoing Life ; behdes the Accounts I have, of
the remaining Part of her Adventurcs, aw
too dark and mdiftinét for me to rcpeat them,
without Danger of being guilty of an Injuilie
cither to her or Truth. All I can venture t
{ay 1s, that her Misfortunes cnded not with
her Hufband’s Life, but rather fcll more thick
and heavy on her than ever ; and that a Perfon

of any tolerable Degree of Penetration, muy
{1
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fil] difcover in her the Ruins of a noble Mind,
hut not the leaft of a beautiful Perfon: Tho?
now of an advanced Age, Grief has nade
a greater Wafte than Time on her Charms;
deje&red, fpiritlefs, opprefs’d by Fortune, and an
Jl-natur’d cenforious World, and doubtlefs
more {o by the fad Refletion, that all the fuf-
jers is owing to herfelf, fhe drags on a Life of
Mifery, obfcure, unknown, unaided, and de-
ferted by all but her own Fortitude.

I thould indeed be forry, faid Ethelinda, to
hear any 'T'hing that might deftroy my Admi-
iation of this Lady’s Virtues, or my Pity for
her Sufferings; but I am apt to think Acaflo,
if you have hcard diffcrent Accounts of her
Behaviour fince the Time you mention, that
which is moft in her Favour, i1s alfo the moft
juft 3 for I cannot think a Mind, fuch as you
have painted out to us, and which had fo long
withftcod Temptations, could at laft defcend
to any ‘Thing unworthy of itfclf.

One cannot, Madam, be afcertain’d, reply’d
Aeaflo, what T'ime, and Accidents may be
able to produce in the moft determin’d Minds,
but fo far I dare anfwer for Marilla, that the
has never been capable of any mean or bafe
Altion ; and that, if any Thing has happen’d
dcrogatory to her former Charalter, the Cru-
cdty of the VWorld has exaggerated it into
ten times its real Magnitude.

For my Part, faid Lucillins, I can foraive
hr every Thing but her Dehaviour to poor
Carlss, and even that too, if the Relation of
it may fcrve, as I am fure Acaflo intended 1t,

{or
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for a Leflon to fome Ladies, not to trifle tan
much with a Heart that 2dores them.

At thefe Words the whole Company turn’
their ILyes on Emilia, who, cither to preven
any further Difcourfe on that Head, or becu:.
it really was f{o, reminded them, withou
feeming to regard what Luci/lius had faid, thae
it was very late; on which we all rofe up, and,
having paid the Compliments of the Night,

. ‘j - L -
withdrew to our refpe¢tive Habitations.

THE



