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The Enterprifing F R I A R S. 

A 

French NOV E L. 

H E two Heroes, whofe Ad~ 
ventures I am about to re­

lc.!e, were born at Cam in Normandy: 
A Conformity of Temper and Incli­
nation united them in their Infancy 
with the frriEtefr Ties of Friend­
lhip. They had hardly attained 
their eighth Year when they were 
fent to the College, and both of 
them were under the Tuition of 
one Mall-er. I know not whether 
they made any very great Progrefs 
in their Studies; but this I am fure 
of, that the Occupation they af-

ten-yards 
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,t'fv,'ards followed did not require 
;mv Profundity of Learning. One 
(/thde Friends had an Uncle a C:1-
ptlchin Friar, whom he often villt­
~'d. The continual t;logiums whidl 
he made upon his holy Order) crl:~t­
led in his Nephew a Veilrc to crn­
hrace it; but before he :lc'luainld 
his Parents vvith his Intent, h(: (1-:­
dared his S~ntiments to his Friend; 
his Friend approved of hie; DCJ)gn, 
and told him, that having no great 
Inclination for the Plca(urcs of the 
World, he ihould himfelf be \vil­
ling to enter into a religious State; 
but added, he ihould chufe to be 
received into an Order Ids auftere 
and rigid than that which his Friend 
Ipoke of. For, [aid he, you are very 
fenfible that it is extremely difficult 
for Nature to comply with fuch a 
Kind of Life. 

You are greatly in an Error, re­
plied his Friend: For I iuppofe you 
Imagine that the auftere Appear-

K if ,. all.CC:) 

• 
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:mCeS of Sanctity which terrifr \'(1(1, 
;lre not :lcl'omp,inied , ..... ;th any Killd. 
ef Fle,lll1re . You think that the!t 
1 ' .~ • 11 ~ 1 • b 
'1~)Iy 1- ;l!hers ta r>. ot nornmg 'llt 

F:litiry" DiiCipEne, and Penance; 
, h l' h [Et, t1:':j;c:e mt.:, t cv arc no 2"reater . ,-, 
l' . I'V' 1 ' 
!~ !~em:c;; to iJIVeriIol1 t,1an any otlicr 

J 

J\~{}rlt:: But for yrmr farther S.ltis-
!~~(hlP) I ,\'ould have YOLI lix'ak to 
trw Cllck on this ~uhicc.t. Cnme, 

• • 

Lt us r;::::·:c him a Vilit together, 
;;ml then vou win a;!;I'CC with me . ~ 

that th~: Cmuchin Fathers enjoy an 
1 • 

happier Lot than any othl!r FriJl'6 
of the Church of God. 

This Propofal was agreed to; the 
two Friends went together to fee the 
hoI v IHan who was to confirm them 

J 

in their Vocation. His Eloquence 
w:-::; pcrliIafive, and he added to his 
lwh' Order t\VO zealous Proielytt's. 

• • 
Tht'y earnefi.!y reqndb:d to be chd 
in the Rche of St. Fr{mo's; hlt thi~; 
\v::,<: a Favour not to 1,c ohtaincd 
, t r ,~:- • 
"1'" )",; a tt'r\"cnt _IJ;..·r~t~\J'-·L!nCe In ,-' .. !t ._ 

• 
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their Duty; and it was almofl: two 
Y (.;,[r:; bcf':>rc they were received to 
the l\'e)', :cl,:tc: Here it was that they 
:1cq'.;:'·C: '.he Art of Ditlimulation. 
1'h::: l' D, :ceivcd tlut to infinuatc 

• • 
thcmlclve:: ;! Ito th,~ p·o:Jll Graces of u 
their Superiors, it was 'H.:ceffary to 
affect: Piety and Mcxld1:y. They 
fubjcCted themfelves to this dif­
agreeable Confl:mint during the 
Time of their Probation, imagining 
that after their Noviciatc, theyihould 

• 
both be admitted into the fame 
Convent; but they were greatly dif­
appointed. The Superiors did not 
think proper to comply with their 
Requefls. Brother CberuhiJl, and 
Brother Serapbill were obliged to 
take thcir Leavc of c:J.ch other. 
They promifcd however to allevi­
a te the Vloes of A bfencc b J an 
epillolary Corrc(pondcncc, and they 
were as good as their \Vord. 

But let us pafs in Silence the 
Years which pafTed till the Time of 

K 5 their 
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their Re-union. Both of them hav­
ing attained a fufficient Quantity of 
Beard to become venerable F athers l 

they were fent to Paris to ftudy 
'l'heology. But Pleafure engrolfed 
a greater Part of their Time than 
Study. 

It was an eafy Matter for our two 
young Capuchins, who often ob­
tained Penniffian to go out toge­
ther, to carry on fome entertaining 
Intrigues: But the Time at Length 
arrived when they were to make the 
moil brilliant Conquefts. 

Their Father Guardian fent them 
to feveral Villages within three or 
four Leagues of Paris, to make a 
~ Queft. Love, who direCl:ed their 
Paths, conduCl:ed them to the 
Haufe of a rich Farmer, where they 
met with extraordinary good Fare; 
but they paid very dear for it at the 
End, for it eoft them their 10fs of 
Liberty. But how could they de-

fend 
• 

• To make a 
• 

for the monaflcry. 
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fend themfelves againft thofe charm­
ing O~jeCts which were prefen~cd 
to their View. 

They were two beautiful Pari4 
fians, whom it was impoffible to 
behold, and not enter into Capti~ 
yity; gazing at them they. forgot 
their Hunger and Thirft. The' 
Farmer, in vain, entreated them to . 
ilt down to Table. Love kept them 
hovering round thefe two amiable. 
Creatures, who on the other Hand 
rejoiced at the Triumph their 
Charms had gained over the Hearts 
of the two Capuchin Lovers. A'S 
they were not accuftomed to make 
a Parade of rigid Virtue, they.were 
not offended at the precipitate De­
clarations that were made to them: I 

They even anfwered them.. in frich . 
tender Terms, as to make the 
young Capuchins think themieIves 
almoft fure ofSucce{.~. They want-
ed nothing then but a 'rete a (Jete,. 
F or which Purpofe they applied t~ 

, K 6 the 

• 
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6e Farmer to grant them a Lodg­
ing, telling him that they were ex­
tremely fatigued j that Night ap­
proached. and that they were afraid 
they lhould not be able to reach the 
next Village. The hofpitable Far­
mer granted their Petition, and 
thought himfelf obliged to them 
for conde1cending to be under his 
Roof; for be did not doubt but it 
was a Kind of Benediction to 
an Houfe to entertain fnch holy 
Per[ons. We illall prefently iee 
what fandified Creatures thoit: were 
to whom they granted 10 favourable 
a Reception. 

During the Time of the Repafi, 
it W;!s with Difficulty that they 
could conceal the Vioience of their 
Pal1ioa; and when it was ended, a 
'Valk was propofed. They ima­
gin~d thlt as the F clrmer h,<td been 
latigued with the Labours of the 
Day, he would not ddire to a(.-

.. , ,. . 
company them; anu tms was lD-

6 deed 
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deed the Reafon he all edged to ex­
cufe himfelf from taking a Walk 
with his new Vifitors; but the 
young Girls, who had not fuch Ex­
cufe to make, very readily confent­
ed to join in the Company of thofe 
Reverend Fathers. 

The Capuchins, and the young 
Females were equally impatient for 
for this 'Tete li rete. And it may 
eatily be conjeCtured there was no 
Time 10ft on either Side. Faith, 
Ladies, [aid Brother Cherubhl, my 
Friend and I are happier than we 
could poffibly expeCt; for we did 
not think we {houid have the good 
Fortune to find too [neh beautiful 
Angels, of whom Venus herfeIf 
might horrow Graces. Hold, Re­
verend. Father, replied one of the 
young Damfels, named Cathaut, do 
not attack our l\.1oddly thus: I and 
my Companion are very fenfible 
t1lat our Hender Perfections do not 
merit thele high Encomiums. 1n-

deed~ 
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deed, re[umed the fame Capuchin. 
you are the two moil: charming Ob­
jeCts that ever prefented themfelves 
to the Eyes of Mortals; and I doubt 
not but you have a thoufand young 
Gentlemen enamoured with your 
Beauty. Permit us then to add to the 

• 

Number of thefe happy Captives. 
Suffer us to become your humble 
Servants. But, Father, replied Mire; 
Javotte, for that was the Name of 
the other young Girl, what do you 
mean by the Services you offer us? 
To love you, with all our Hearts, re­
plied the paffionate Brother Seraphin, 
which, if you doubt it, I will give 
you the moft convincing Proofs of. 
You need not do that, replied 
Javotte, we will rely upon your 
Word. But, refiuned Brother Sera­
phill, To-morrow 'perhaps we 1hall 
be obliged to take our Leaves; tell 
me, may we hope to have the Plea­
fure of your Company at Paris. 
But, replied:, Mifs Cathaut, will not 
the World cenCure us when they 

• . perCCIVl\: 
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perceive we are vifited by two Ca­
puchins. If that is your only Ob­
jeCtion, replied Brother Cherubin, it 

IS eafily removed. We will con­
tent ourfe1ves with making you 
fame private nocturnal Vifits, which 
we will begin, if you pleafe, as foon 
as we return to Paris. 

This Propofition could not fail of 
meeting with a favourable Ear from 
the two young Parifians; they faid 
they were extremely willing to ac­
cept of their tender Vifits, but not 
without conditional Articles. It is 
not to be fuppofed that thefe young 
Females were willing to accept of 
Vifits from which no Advantage 
could be reaped, and therefore 
wanted to be further fatisfied in 
that Particular. I t was concluded 
that the two Brother Capuchins 
ihould fend them in Part of their 
~eft-Money. This Agreement be­
ing made, their next Bufinefs was 
to travel to colleCt more Calli, to 

enrich 

• 



[ 208 ] 

enrich their new Miilre1fe.', who 
were the next Dav to return to 

J 

Paris. And they had the Cruelty 
to part from our holy Brothers with­
out granting them any Favours, as 
they were then incapable of advan­
cing the Price of them. They 
were therefore obliged to content 
. themfelves with the pleafing Ex-
peCtations of all approaching Feli­
city; in Confideration of which, 
t..hey exerted their utmoft Efforts to , 

reap a glorious Harveft. 

Fifteen Days were fpent in col­
lecting about the Country, in which 
Time they procured a large Sum of 
Monev. One Part of their Q!Iefi 

• 
(which W~ molY fuppofe not to be 
the largeit) was intended for the 
Convent, and left at a Farm Houfe; 
and the other Part which they re­
fer\'ed for their own private Plea-
1ures, was fent to their young Mit:' 
trelles, who were informed by their 
Prefents of the Approach of their 

Lovers, 
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Lovers, and to difpofe themfelves 
to gain them a favourable Recep-

• non. 
• • 

Supper was hafiily provided; and, 
Thanks to the generous Brother 
~il:ors, it was a moil: excellent 
Repai1. As [oon as it was dark, 
the Capuchins repaired with Speed 
\\·here Love had [ummoned them. 
The Regale which waited for them 
was far le[s agreeable to them than 
the pafiionate Cardres they received 
from their fair Miftreffes. They 
fat down to Table, an.d great was 
the Joy which animated the Re­
paft. If what the Song £'1ys b~ 
true, that 

Des Charmes, 
Sam AI/armes, 
Soiallt pOllr des Amalu boltvClt1'S: 

it was impofiible to enjoy more 
Happineis then the pious Brothers 
did, and they drank like Fifhes; 

but 
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but yet their Miftreues out-did 
them" in the Rites of Bacchus. In­
toxicated with Love and 'Vine. 
from the Table they were received 
into the Arms of their lovely Angels, 
not apprehending any dangerous 
Confequences. They enjoyed the 
Elifs which Love beftows, and then 
Morpheus compleated their Happi­
nefs. Three Days and three Nights 
were not fufficient to allay the amo .. 
rous Tranfports ~ but it was now high 
1-ime to think of returning to their 
Convent; a longer Abfence would 
have caufed them to be fufpeCted 
by their Superiors: Therefore, after 
promifing their Mifrrefi'es a fpeedy 
Return, they tore themfelves from 
their Arms and went to the Farm­
Houfe where they had left a Part 
of their ueft-Money. 

They were very {enfible that the 
{mall ColleCtion they had made for 
the Convent would not procure 
them a. very gracious Reception 

from 
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from the Father Guardian; but 
htisfied with the Happineis they 
had enjoyed, they would every Day 
he willing to merit his Reproaches 
hy the tame Means. They detain­
ed [ome of the colleCted Money for 
their own U fe. They were too well 
acquainted with the Difpofition of 
their Ladies to expect any Favours 
gratis; they knew they could not 
be had without a valuable Confide­
ration; and they were [0 paffionate­
ly fond of their fair Nymphs, that 
they thought they could not pur­
chafe their Embraces at too dear a 
Rate. Their Stock of Cafh was 
not inexhauilible, but while it lail­
ed they fet no Bounds to thejr F e­
licity. Under various Pretences 
they frequently obtained Permiffion 
to go out of the Convent; fometimes 
they got out by Stealth; and they 
never failed to devote all the Time 
they could to Love. But this Po­
verty was now about to become an 
Obfiacle to their tender \Vifhes. 

They 
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They were told by their dear Char­
mers, that their Vifits would for 
the future be deemed impertinent 
and trouble[ome, if they did not 
bring a Welcome in their Pockets. 

This was a terrible Blow upon 
them; and what Remedy to fee/.:. 

• 
they ceuid net te11. However, each 
PerioH retired to their refpeCtire 
Chamber to confider what Couril: 
to take. 

At the Expiration of ten Days, 
Brother eberl/bill went to his Friend's 
Chamber to acquaint him with a 
Defign that Love had infpired him 
with, which he thought ,'{ouM en­
fme them theSuccefs of theirDeiires. 
Ah! mv dear Brother. tlid he, our . ' 

IhppiI!eis is compleat, and nothing 
can ever be able to interrupt it. " 
Theic are flattering Hopes you gin.: 
me, replied Brother SCrtl/,bill, but 1 
fear. No, no, re1lund his Friend, 
interrupting him, fe~lr nuthing; 

J"'I.I~' l ........ '" 
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hear what Illave to fay to you, and 
you will be convinced that the 
Scheme which I have to propofeto 
you, cannot fail of rendering us 
happy. Thou wouldeft without 
doubt. added he, be glad to pars 
thy Days with the beautiful Ja­
notte, and I ihould be equally [0 to 
enjoy continually the Company of 
the charming Cathaut. Well, what 
muit we do to obtain the Poifeffion 
or them? Let us drape with them 
into England: Perhaps you ima­
gine it will not he an ('aey Matter 
to pcrfuadc them to go along with 
us, b..lt in that you are miftaken. 
You know that if we can but ciaz­
~~!C their Eves with rome Hundreds 

J 

[\j" Louis D'Or5, they \vill not be 
unwiiling to accompany us. Well! 
I have invented a!1 infallible Me­
thod to procure tha.t Sum: It is 
t ~llIs: You know that I can forge 
:dl j\hnner ofvVritl 11g. I will then 

.., . 1 l~ t G cuullterklt tlUt at t 1C _ .• Hller JLur-

Jian. I will dr,lw a Bill, p;lpble 
to 
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to the Porter, which than be direct­
ed to our Mother, the Depofitaryof 
the Money of the Convent. Tell 
me, do you think the would hefi­
tate to pay fuch a Draft? For my 
Part, I do not think fhe would. 
But, refumed his Friend, con11-
der our Monafiic Harnefs, how thall 
we be able to preferve ourfelves in 
our Fligat. That Difficulty is eafily 
anfwered, replied Brother Cherubi71, 
is there no Cloaths to be had in 
Paris? We can fet our Mifiretres 
to Wark with a few Louis D'Ors, 
and they will procure us fame gen­
teel Suits. 

But let us not only talk but think 
of carrying this ProjeCt into Execu­
tion; the Moments are dear to us, 
let us not trifle them away. Let us 
this very Day acquaint our young 
Females with our Defign. 

Our two Friars accordingly made 
their young Ladies a Vifit, related 

the 

s 
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the Affair to them, and requdled 
their A1lifi:ance. The young Damlels 
were extremely well pleafed with 
their Refolution; and contrived a 
-Method to procure proper Suits of 
·Cloaths for their Difguife, without 
paying for them. We have fome 
Friends, faid Mifs Cathallt, who 
will furniih you with all the Cloaths 
_you w,mt. We will tell them we 
intend to difguife our['~lves merely 
out of a Frolic, and -how can they 
thi nk the contrary? Ah! my charm­
ing Creature, cried the paffionate 
.Brother Seraphin, thou art an excel­
-lent Contriver! Well, we will de­
pend upon your obliging us fo far. 
Adieu, be as good as your Word, 
and as foon as I get the Money I 
will take four Places in the Roum 
Stage. 

But Mifs Cathaut unfortunately 
advifed a very fatal Method. To 
fave her Lover's Gold, the de­
termined to commit a Robbery, 

which 
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which was the Caufe of their De~ 
ilruttion. The Cloaths which {he 
had requefied, under Pretence of 
difguifing herfelf and the other 
young Lady, were fent them, and 
they were the next Day exchanged 
for Capuchin Robes. 

Our two difguifed Friars, accom .. 
panied with their young Mifireifes,· 
took an Hackney-Coach to carry 
them to the Inn where the ROllt!ll 

Stage put up, with Intent to go to 
Roue11, from thence to Dicpe, and 
there to embark for E1lgland. But 
a fatal Accident, which they di d 
not dream of, di1appointed them in 
their Projects. The Perfons whofe 

• 

CI~aths the holy Brothers had on, 
went the next Day after their De­
parture to demand them from thoie 
who had borrowed them. Thev 

.; 

·were informed that the two young 
Ladies, which they came to enquire 
after, went off the Day before with 

• 

two young Gent1emen. ~ot very 
wdJ 
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welliatisfied with this Anfwer, they 
broke open the Door of thole fair 
Fugitives; and how great was their 
Sm"prile, when, inftead of the two 
Suits of Cloaths they were in Search 
after, they found nothing but two 
Capuchin Robes? Exafperated at 
the Tricks that had been played 
u on them, they went up and down 
t e City to enquire what Road thefe 
wretched Creatures had taken. Af­
ter one Hour's Search and Enquiry, 
they were at 1aft informed that they 
went from Paris in the Rot/en Stage 
with two young Gentlemen, whoie 
Dre[s they dcfcribed: This con­
firmed them in their Suti)icions that 
they were two Friars who had left 
their Robes in the Chamber they 
had been vifiting. They did not 
then hefitate what COUffe to take, 
but immediate1y hired a Poft-Chaife, 
and got to Rouen in le[s then twelve 
Hours. They enquired where the 
Coach put up, and prefently got 
lufficient Information concerning 

L our 
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our young Travellers: They made 
them a Vifit, which was doubtlefs a 
very difagreeabJe one: " Well, my 
~, ReverendFathers,faid oneof thei~ 
" Gentlemen, you have made a very 
" agreeable Partie; and as to you, 
u Ladies, added he, you were vel"y 
" welcome to beftow your own 
'c Favours upon thofe Reverend 
" Gentlemen, but we do not ap .. 
" prove of your prefenting them 
" with our Habits." They were 
then commanded to ftri ; and as 
an Addition to their isfortunes, 
they were infulted by their perfi­
dious Miftre1fes. 

Having no other Covering but 
their Shirts, they thought it mol1 
advifeable to go to Bed, which they 
requefted they might be permitted 
to do. The T raitreffes· jeering 
them, a/ked them if they had any 
Comlnands for Paris, where they 

• 

were going to wait for them? and 
indeed they did go to Pfzris, and 

took 
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took with them the Pm'fc of tneir 
unfortunate Lovers. 

As foon as the Ladies were gone, 
they were thus addrefied by one of 
the young Gentlemen who came ill 
pur[uit of them: "Be not un­
" eary, Gentlemen, you are not to 
" keep your Bed long. Happily 
" there is a Convent here, and 
" you fhall prefently be vilited by 
" the Father Guardian of it, who 
" will provide for all your Wants." 
They had not long to wait for the 
Viiit they were threatened with. 
The Father Guardian of the Con­
vent of Rouen, acquainted with 
their Adventures, did them the 
Honour to come and fee them; 
and, having given them new Robes, 
politely requefted them to follow 
him. They forfaw the Chaftife­
ments which were in Store for 
them; but how could they help 
themfelves? They were confined 

• 
1ll 

• 
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in a dark Dungeon, where we 
fhall leave them, laden with Chains, 
and obliged to expiate, by auftere 
Failing, and excruciating Difcip­
line, thofe Crimes of which Love 
had made them guilty. 

FIN I S • 
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