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The Enterpriﬁn o FRIARS,

A

French N O VE L.

HE two Heroes, whofe Ad-
ventures I am about to re-

late, were born at Caen in Normandy :
A Conformity of Temper and Incli-
nation united them in their Infancy
with the frrfteft Ties of Iriend-
fhip. They had hardly attained
their eighth Year when they were
fent to the College, and both of
them were under the Tuition of
one Mafter. I know not whether
they made any very great Progrefs
in their Studies; but this I am fure
of, that the Occupation theyv af-
terwards
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rwards followed did not require
any Profundity of Learning.  Onc
of thefe Friends had an Uncle a Ca-
nuchin Friar, whom he often vifit-
cd. The continual Elogiums which
he made upon his holy Order, crea-
wed in his Nephew a Defire to em-
brace it ; but before he acquainted
his Parents with his Intent, he de-
clared his Sentiments to his Friend;
his Friend approved of his Defizn,
and told him, that having no great
Inclination for the Plealurces of the
World, he {hould himfelf be wil-
ling to enter into a religious State;
but added, he fhould chufe to be
received into an Order lefs auftere
and rigid than that which his Friend
{poke of. For, faid he, you are very
fenfible that it is extremely difficult

for Nature to comply with fuch a
Kind of Life.

You are greatly in an Error, re-
plied his Friend : For I fuppofe you
lmagise that the auftere Appear-
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ances of Sanctity which terrify va,
are not accompanied with any Kind
ef Pleafure. You think that thete
noly athers talk of nothing but
raiting, Iifcipiine, and l’cnanu
S ‘*_}.s ve e, they are no greatey
Y remics to Diverfion than any othcy
}"c:;p!':: But fer your far ther Satis-
ioction, 1 would have you {peak to
my Ul el on tis Subect, Come,
ftous meke himoa Vifie togcther,
and then veu will agree witn me
t”:!.t the Liww in Fatnua enjoy an
hap pi.....r Lot than any other Friaes
of the Church of God.

This Propofal was agreed to; the
two I'riends went together to fee the
holy Man who was to confirm them
in their Vocauion.  His Eloquence
was perinafive, and he added to his
fiolv Order two zealous Prof Eh tes.
Tn*—*v carneftlv requefted to be ‘clad
in the Reheot St. Francis; but this
wae a Faveour not to e obtamed
3th b}. a fervent Perieverance 1n

ther
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their Duty ; and it was almofl two
Years before they were received to
the Nouiciate  Here 1t was that they
aCGly e Art of Diffimulation.
they perceived that to infinuate
themitlve: into the good Graces of
their Superiors, 1t was ncceflary to
affe&t Piety and Modcelty.  They
fubje€ted themfelves to this dif=
aorceable  Conftraint  during  the
Time of their Probation, imagining
that after their Noviciate, they thould
both bc admitted into the f{ame
Convent; but they werc greatly dif-
appointed. The Superiors did not
think proper to comply with their
Requelts. Brother Cherubin, and
Brother Seraphin were obliged to
take their Leave of each other.
They promifed however to allevi-
ate the Woces of Abfence by an
epiftolary Correfpondence, and they
were as good as their Word.

But let us pafs in Silence the
Years which pafled till the Time of
K g their
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their Re-union. Both of them hay.
ing attained a fufficient Quantity of
Beard to become venerable Fathers,
they were fent to Paris to ftudy
Theology. But Pleafure engroffed
a greater Part of their Time than
Study.

It was an eafy Matter for our two
young Capuchins, who often ob-
tained Permifiion to go out toge-
ther, to carry on fome entertaining
Intrigues: But the Time at Length

arrived when they were to make the
moft brilliant Conquefls.

Their Father Guardian fent them

to feveral Villages within three or
four Leagues of Paris, to make a
* Queft. Love, who directed their
Paths, conduced them to the
Houfe of a rich Farmer, where they
met with extraordinary good Fare;
but they paid very dear for it at the
End, for it coft them their lofs of

Liberty. But how could they de-
fend

* To make a gathering for the monaftery.
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fend themfelves againft thofe charm-
ing Objects which were prefenced
to their View.

They were two beautiful Paris
{ians, whom it was impofiible to
behold, and not enter into Capti-
vity; gazing at them they. forgot
their Hunger and Thirft. The
Farmer, in vain, entreated them to .
it down to Table. Love kept them
hovering round thefe two amiable
Creatures, who on the other Hand
rejoiced at the Triumph their
Charms had gained over the Hearts
of the two Capuchin Lovers. As
they were not accuftomed to make
a Parade of rigid Virtue, they werc
not offended at the precipitate De-
clarations that were made to them:
They even anfwered them .in fuch
tender Terms, as to make the
young Capuchins think themfelves
almoft fure of Succefs. They want-
ed nothing then but a Tere 2 Téte.
¥For which Purpofe they applied o

~ K6 the
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the l'armer to grant them a Lodg-
ing, teiling him that they were ex-
tremely fatigued ; that Night ap-
proached, and that they were afraid
they fhould not be able to reach the
next Village. The hofpitable Far-
mer granted their Petition, and
thought himfelf obliged to them
for condefcending to be under his
Roof; for he did not doubt but it
was a Kind of Benedittion to
an Houle to entertain fuch holy
Perfons. We f{hall prefently fee
what (anCtified Creatures thoie were

to wnom they granted {o favourable
] Rcception.

During the Time of the Repatt,
it was with Dithenity that they
could conceal the Vioience of therr
Pailion ; and whnen it was ended, 4
Wulk was propofed. They ima-
cined that as the Farmer nad been
ﬁltigu::d with the Labours of the
Day, he would not defire to ac-
company them; and this was -

5 deed
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deed the Reafon he alledged to ex-
cufe himfelt from taking a Walk
with his new Vifitors; but the
young Girls, who had not fuch Ex-
cufe to make, very readily confent-
ed to join in the Company of thofe
Reverend Fathers.

The Capuchins, and the young
Females were equally impatient for
for this Téte @ Téte. And it may
eafily be conjectured there was no
Time loft on either Side. Faith,
Ladies, faid Brother Cherubin, my
Friend and I are happier than we
could pofitbly expect; for we did
not think we thould have the good
Fortune to find too fuch beautiful
Angels, of whom Penus herfelf
might borrow Graces. Hold, Re-
verend Father, replied one of the
young Damfels, named Catbaut, do
not attack our Modefty thus: I and
my Compamion are very fenfible
that our {lender Perfe&ions do not

merit thefe high Encomiums.  In-
deed,
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deed, reflumed the fame Capuchin.
you are the two moft charming Ob-
jects that ever prefented themfelves
to the Eyes of Mortals ; and I doubt
not but you have a thoufand young
Gentlemen enamoured with your
Beauty. Permit us then to add to the
Number of thefe happy Captives.
Suffer us to become your humble
Servants. But, Father, replied Mifs
avotte, for that was the Name of
the other young Girl, what do you
mean by the Services you offer us?
Tolove you, with all our Hearts, re-
plied the paflionate Brother Serapbin,
which, it you doubt it, I will give
you the moft convincing Proofs of.
You need not do that, replied
Favotte, we will rely upon your
Word. But, refumed Brother Sera-
phin, To-morrow perhaps we fhall
be obliged to take our Leaves; tell
me, may we hope to have the Plea-
fure of your Company at Paris.
But, replied, Mifs Catbaut, will not
the World cenfure us when they

perceive
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perceive we are vifited by two Ca-
puchins. If that is your only Ob-
jection, replied Brother Cherubin, it
is eafily removed. We will con-
tent ourfelves with making you
fome private nocturnal Vifits, which
we will begin, if you pleafe, as foon
as we return to Paris.

This Propofition could not fail of
meeting with a favourable Ear from
the two young Parifians; they faid
they were extremely willing to ac-
cept of their tender Vifits, but not
without conditional Articles. It is
not to be fuppofed that thefe young
Females were willing to accept of
Vifits from which no Advantage
could be reaped, and therefore
wanted to be further fatished in
that Particular. It was concluded
that the two Brother Capuchins
thould fend them in Part of their
Queft-Money. This Agreement be-
ing made, their next Bufinefs was

to travel to collet more Catfh, to
enrich
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enrich their new Miflrefics, who
were the next Day to return to
Paris. And they bad the Cruelty
to part from our holy Brothers with-
out granting them any Favours, as
they were then incapable of advan-
cing the Price of them. They
were therefore oblized to content
‘themfelves with the pleafing Ex-
petations of an approaching Feli-
citv; in Confideration of which,
they exerted their utmoft Efforts to
reap a glorious Harvett.

Fifteen Days were fpent in col-
lecting about the Country, in which
Time they procured a large Sum of
Money. One Part of their Queft
(which w= may fuppofe not to be
the largeft) was intended for the
Convent, and left at a Farm Houle;
and the other Part which they re-
ferved for their own private Plea-
fures, was fent to their young Mif-
trefies, who were informed by their
Prefents of the Approach of their

Lovers,
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Lovers, and to difpofe themfelves
to gain them a favourable Recep-

t1011.

Supper was haftily provided; and,
Thanks to the generous Brother
Queftors, it was a moft excellent
Repaft. As foon as 1t was dark,
the Capuchins repaired with Speed
where Love had fummoned them.
The Regale which waited for them
was far lefs agreeable to them than
the paflionate Carefles they received
from their fair Miftrefles. They
{at down to Table, and great was
the Joy which animated the Re-
paft. If what the Song fays be
true, that

Des Charmes,
Sans Allarmes,

Soiant pour des Amans bonveurs:

it was impoflible to enjoy more
Happinei?s then the pious Brothers
did, and they drank like Fifhes;

but
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but vet their Miftrefles out-did
them 1n the Rites of Bacchus. In-
toxicated with Love and Wine,
from the Table they were received
into the Arms of their lovely Angels,
not apprehending any dangerous
Confcquences. They enjoyed the
Blifs which Love beftows, and then
Morpbeus compleated their Happi-
nefs. Three Days and three Nights
were not {ufficient to allay the amo-
rous Tranfports ; but it was now high
Time to think of returning to their
Convent; a longer Abfence would
have caufed them to be fufpected
by their Superiors : Therefore, after
promifing their Miftrefles a {peedy
Return, they tore themfelves from
their Arms and went to the Farm-
Houfe where they had left a Part
of their Queft-Money.

They were very fenfible that the
{fmall Colle@ion they had made for

the Convent would not procure

them a very gracious Reception
from
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irom the Father Guardian; but
fatisfied with the Happinefs they
had enjoyed, they would every Day
he willing to merit his Reproaches
by the fame Means. They detain-
ed fome of the colle¢ted Money for
their own Ufe. They were too well
acquainted with the Difpofition of
their Ladies to expect any Favours
gratis; they knew they could not
be had without a valuable Confide-
ration ; and they were fo paffionate-
ly fond of their fair Nymphs, that
they thought they could not pur-
chafe their Embraces at too dear a
Rate. Their Stock of Cath was
not inexhauftible, but while it laft-
ed they fet no Bounds to their Fe-
licity. Under various Pretences
they frequently obtained Permiffion
to go out of the Convent ; fometimes
they got out by Stealth; and they
never failed to devote all the Time
they could to Love. But this Po-
verty was now about to become an
Obftacle to their tender Withes.

They
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They were told by their dear Char-
mers, that their Vifits would for
the future be deemed tmpertinent
and troublefome, it they did not

bring a Welcome in their Pockets.

This was a terrible Blow upon
them ; and what Remedy to {eck
they ccuid not tell. However, cach
Perfon retired to their refpective
Chamber to confider what Ceurle
to take.

At the Expiration of ten Days,
Brother Cherubin went to his Friend's
Chamber to acquaint him with a
Defign that Love had infpired him
with, which he thought would en-
{uire them theSuccefs of their Delires.
Ah! my dear Brother, faid he, our
Happineis is compleat, and nothing
can ever be able to interrupt 1t.~—
Thefe are flattering Hopes you give
me, replicd Brother Seraflin, but |
fear.—INo, no, refumed his Friend,
interrupting  him,  fear nothing

Ry
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hear what I'have to fay to you, and
you will be convinced that the
Scheme which I have to propofe to
you, cannot fail of rendering us
happy. Thou wouldeft without
doubt, added he, be glad to pafs
thy Days with the beautiful Fa-
notte, and I {hould be equally {o to
enjoy continually the Company of
the charming Cathaut. Well, what
muft we do to obtain the Pofleflion
of them? Let us efcape with them
mto Ewngland : Perhaps you ima-
gine 1t will not be an cafy Matter
to perfuade them to go along with
us, tat in that you are miftaken.
You know that if we can but qaz-
<le their Eves with fome Hundreds
of Louss D’Ors, they will not be
unwilling to accompany us. Well !
I have mvented an infallible Me-
thod to procure that Sum: It is
tius: You know that Ican forge
A Manner of Writimg. I will then
counterieit that of the Father Guar-
dian, I will draw a Bill, payuble

to
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to the Porter, which fhall be direé-
ed to our Mother, the Depofitary of
the Money of the Convent. Tell

me, do you think fhe would hefi-
tate to pay fuch a Draft? For my
Part, 1 do not think the would.
But, refumed his Friend, conii-
der our Monaftic Harnefs, how thall
we be able to preferve ourfelves in
our Flight. That Difficulty is eafily
anfwered, replied Brother Cherubin,
i1s there no Cloaths to be had in
Paris?2 We can {et our Miftreffes
to Work with a few Louis D’Ors,
and they will procure us fome gen-
teel Suats.

But let us not only talk but think
of carrying this Project into Execu-
tion ; the Moments are dear to us,
let us not trifle them away. Let us
this very Day acquaint our young
Females with our Defign.

Our two Friars accordingly made

their young Ladies a Vifit, related
the

5
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the Affair to them, and requefted
their Afliftance. The young Damfels
were extremely well pleafed with
thetr Refolution; and contrived a
Method to procure proper Suits of
Cloaths for their Difguife, without
paying for them. We have fome
Friends, faid Mifs Catbaut, who
will furnifh you with all the Cloaths
you want. We will tell them we
intend to difguife ourfelves merely
out of a Frolic, and how can they
think the contrary? Ah! my charm-
ing Creature, cried the paflionate
Brother Serapbin, thou art an excel-
lent Contriver! Well, we will de-

pend upon your obliging us fo far.
Adieu, be as good as your Word,
and as foon as I get the Money I

will take four Places in the Rouen
Stage.

But Mifs Cathaut unfortunately
advifed a very fatal Method. To
fave her Lover’s Gold, fhe de-
termined to commit a2 Robbery,

which
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which was the Caufe of their De-

{tru&tion. The Cloaths which fhe
had requefted, under Pretence of
difguifing herfelf and the other
yvoung Lady, were fent them, and
they were the next Day exchanged

for Capuchin Robes.

Our two difguifed Friars, accom-
panied with their young Miftrefles,
took an Hackney-Coach to carry
them to the Inn where the Rouen
Stage put up, with Intent to go to
Rouen, from thence to Diepe, and
there to embark for Englend. But
a fatal Accident, which they did
not dream of, difappointed them in
their Projects. The Perfons whofe
Cleaths the holy Brothers had on,
went the next Day after their De-
parture to demand them from thofe
who had borrowed them. They
were informed that the two young
Ladzes, which they came to enquire
after, went off the Day beiore with
two young Gentlemen. Not very

weil
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well fatisfied with this Anfwer, they
broke open the Door of thofe fair
Fugitives; and how great was their
Surprife, when, initead of the two
Suits of Cloaths they were in Search
after, they found nothing but two
Capuchin Robes ?  Exafperated at
the Tricks that had been played
upon them, they went up and down
the City to enquire what Road thefe
wretched Creatures had taken. Af-
ter one Hour’s Search and Enquiry,
they were at laft informed that they
went from Paris in the Rowen Stage
with two young Gentlemen, whofe
Drefs they defcribed: This con-
firmed them in their Sufpicions that
they were two Friars who had left
their Robes in the Chamber they
had been vifiting. They did not
then hefitate what Courfe to take,
but immediately hired a Poft-Chaife,
and got to Rouen in lefs then twelve
Hours. They enquired where the
Coach put up, and prefently got

. . ) o
futhcient Information concerning

1. our
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our young Travellers : They made
them a Vifit, which was doubtlefs 4
very difagrecab]e one: ¢ Well, my
“ Reverend Fathers, {faid oneof thef
““ Gentlemen, you have madea very
“ agreeable Partie ; and as to you,
¢ Ladies, added he, you were very
“ welcome to beftow your own
‘ Favours upon thofe Reverend
* Gentlemen, but we do not ap-
“« prove of your prefenting them
¢ with our Habits.” They were
then commanded to ftrip; and as
an Addition to their M'i)sfortunes,
they were infulted by their perfi-

dious Miftrefies.

Having no other Covering but
their Shirts, they thought it moft
advifeable to go to Bed, which thev

requefted they might be permitted
to do. The Traitreffes: jeering

them, atked them if they had any
Commands for Paris, where they
were going to wait for them? and

indeed they did go to Parss, and
toox
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took with them the Purfe of their
unfortunate Lovers.

As foon as the Ladies were gone,
they were thus addrefled by one of
the young Gentlemen who came in
purfuit of them: ¢ Be not un-
« eafy, Gentlemen, you are not to
¢ keep your Bed long. Happily
« there is a Convent here, and
« you fhall prefently be vifited by
« the Father Guardian of it, who
«« will provide for all your Wants.”
They had not long to wait for the
Vifit they were threatened with.
The Father Guardian of the Con-
vent of Rowen, acquainted with
their Adventures, did them the
Honour to come and fee them ;
and, having given them new Robes,
politely requefted them to follow
him. They forfaw the Chaftife-
ments which were in Store for

them; but how could they help
themfelves? They were confined
1n
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in a dark Dungeon, where we
fhall leave them, laden with Chains,
and obliged to expiate, by auftere
Fafting, and excruciating Difcip-
line, thofe Crimes of which Love
had made them guilty.

FINTIS




