
[ 235 ] 
to ,",e 

.... --
• 

. .- -- -_._"" . • . . 

THE 

DAY the F 1FT H. 

HE Story of Marilla had made {(J 
• 

great an Impreilion on the IVlinds of 
thore that heard it, that, the next 

Time we had the Honour of attending Ethe­
linda, the Converfation was very much en­
grofs'd by it. Bellimante could not forgive 
Carlor for not renewing his Addreffes to her 
arter {he became a Widow, 'till Aca.Jlo ac­
quainted her, that he liv'd but a fmall Time 
after {he had rejected him. Philetts accus'd 
her Relations of Imprudence as well as Cruelty, 
in not protecting her from thofe Diflreffes, 
which render'd any falfe Step fhe might have 
been guilty of more confpicuous, as People are 
under no Reflraint in their Cenfures of an 
unfortunate Perfon. Ethelinda faid, {he 
thought that to preferve from {inking a "\Vo­
man of fuch real Merit was a Duty incum­
h:llt 011 all thofe, who were even b<Jrely ac­
quainted with her. As it is utterly impolf:blc, 
faid D01"imhus, a :Mind at once [0 delicate and 
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rhe Lady'S Drawing Reom. 
refolute could be fubdued by any ordinary 1\ L­
thods, I fhoulcl b..: fony to be afl'.lr't! tkrc 
could he a l\Ltn \ ile en -ugh, after b;,,: ;1,­
trillmp],'d in the Manner /!"cU1:; feem., If) :'F~ 
l'rchend, to leave fo glorious a Conqlll It delu­
hte, ;,nd expofc::d to the Infults of any future 
SpGilcr. 

Ah, Dorinthus, faid lldiram!''l, the Pride of 
Ilaving it in your Power to fubdue, is often 
the mor.: powerful Excitement your Sex bas in 
addreJ1lng ours; and, tho' Vanity is a Vice 
dnrg'd wholly on us, the Difrcgard many 
'AT om:::n have been treated with, when thc'v 
have no longd any 'riling to g:-ant, fufficicllt!:1 
p,'ovcs, t!,at the Ivlen have at leaft an cqu:!l 
Slnre. • 

True, my Dear, rejoin'd Bellimarzte, alll! I 
would have every Woman confider, when 
clofely prefs'd by a belov'd Adorer, and perhaps 
too by her own fecret Inclinations, that, if {he 
yields, (he but /hares in the JOY, while the 
RemorJe, the Shame, and whatever ill Confe­
<Juences may enfue, is all her own.' The proud 
'rriumphcr has no Ruin of CharaCter, no Lof5 
of Fame to glare him in the Face, and, having 
gain'd what he defir'd, forgets the Difficulties 
by which it was attain'd. His foft ProH­
fions, his Vows of everlafiing Confhncj, 
- his well-counterfeitcd Agonies. AU the 
innUlller:lb!e Artifices he put in PraCl:ice to Je­
ducc, arc then no 1110rc rememher'd, and coJ.l 
IndifFerence is the beft of what rucceeds p,)!1C{. 
fie-n. Since then all the Evil, of gi"ing 'way 
to a Tenderners of this Sort, is on the 'Vo­
mom's Side, how little Thou:-rht mufl: ihe h:lH 
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~be Ladfs Drc!-7oing Room. 237 
who cncourages it? as a bte cclebratccl l'oct 
jullly fays ; 

Such is tht' Fat.! u'lb(/Pl~y TJ-cllZenjil1cl, 
Alld fuel; tbe Cm:{.: Clltail'd UPOJI ottr l{ind, 
'[hat 1\-1:10, tbe /mvlejs Lib,Ttilll! may I'u've, 

Fra and unqutjlion'd, tbn' tbe TVilds of Lov,': 
IVhil" lVomclII, 8m;;, and iVa/urI!' s mjj Fool, 
If p20r w,wk lVcman.fi.l.J,Tv,' ,rom J'irtu," s Rule; 
1f,flrongly charm'd, foe /,wvc the tborny TVay, 
;/lid iii tbl! Jafter Paths of Plea/ure jiray ; 
Ruin en/ut'S, Reproach and mdl fi Sballlt', 
Alld one falfe Step entir,·ly damm her Faille: 
III vain with 'leal's tbe LofJ fli! may dej'/I}re, 
In vain look back to what fl.'e W{/f /Jifore, 
She Jets, like Stars t!-,,! Jal!, to rife no 1lIl}re. 

I am thcreft rc apt to imacril1c, c()!ltilllled 
this charming Lad',', that, if ./v.lar!.'io di.! jedl 
this 'Va',', her J\1i,I;'rtllncs muH firi!: hal'c im-

P:!ir'J her l~ ndc: l1~:nd;Il~T. 
" 

A fine Undcrfi:ll1din[,;, Madam, anfwcr\1 
PbiL·tcs, and 211 the: Acc.mpliDm1ents, which 
;Jcqjlo enumerated as center'd in this ud-;,rtu­
nate Lady, are not always :t fufficicnt GU;Jni 
ag:lin£l: the Power of Love. I believe you 
will allow, that B{riilthia was pllITc11 of thcm 
in as great a Degree a<; moll: of her Sex: Y ct 
h,lW did an ill-bted Paffinn fway her! H DW 

unhappy have two illuHrir)us Families been 
made by the little Government {he was able tn 
pre(crve over her Inclinations! This is too 
knr,wn a Truth; but as the Particulars of the 
Affair may not have reached the Ears of this 
Company, and have been lately related to me, 
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'l'be Lady's Dra<u!ing Room. 
by one who could not be deceiv'd in them 
nor is capable of deceiving others; perh2p; 
the Repetition may not be difagreeable. A~ 
he addrefs'd thefe bft \Vords to Ethelinda, P.1C 

inilantly reply'd, Nothing I {hould defire morc 
than to be fully inform'd of that Adventure· . , 
becaufe many Things, which heard in the gro[; 
give us a !hocking Idea of the Perfons con­
cern'd, are often very much alleviated by a 
perfeCt Knowledge of the Circumftances ; and 
I hope this of Berinthia may furnilh me at leafr 
with fome Excufes for her Condua. 

I am ferry, Madam, to fay, refumed Phi­
letes, that nothing but the uncommon Pcr-

~ 

fe[lions of the ObjeCt of her Pamon can be 
any Sort of Plea for the Errors it has made -her guilty of; but I will not poftponc the ClI-
l'iofity I have excited, f'r anticipate ,111\' ,; 

th:,fe Remarks, which this COIl1pany Glll;; ; 
Lil vi" making on what I {hall relate. . 

• 

The Story of BE R I NT II lA. 

H E was marry'd, faid Phi/des, as e\,c;, 
(,ne knows, extreamly young to LeolitillS,;! 

Nobleman whofe Birth, Fortune, and pcrfoml 
good Q,yalities rcnder'd him every way dc­
fcrving her: She had never given the ICJfi 
T efiimonics that her Heart felt any Repll;­
Hance in difpoung her Hand. and for J 

~ ~,. 
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Time they were look'd upon as a Pair per­
fe..:tly happy in each c.ther. This is mo£l: cer­
taill, that Leontius lov'd, I may fay doated, ell 

her, with the utmt.l1 Profuficn of Fcndnefs ; 
and, if {he did not return it with altogether fo 
much Violence, it rather fcem'd as if ihe were 
rel1:rain'd more by the l\llcddry of her Sex, 
than Want of Inclin::ltion. The lear.: pene­
trating Eye might difcern, that all flle thell 
knew of the tender Faffion was in his Favour, 
as he preferr'd the Pleafures of a Country-life, 
to any the Town afforded, (poflibly that he 
might with lefs Interrupticil enjoy the Society 
of his ador'd Spcufe) {he never regretted con­
tinuing there, even in that Seafon of the Year, 
when Fields and lVleadows lofe all their Beau­
ties, and indeed in every Th;n~ feem'd to 
like as he ilid, and to have no other Dc!!n.:s 
than what were infpir'cI by him. 

They were' in this Retirement, wben Ama­
rantha came d"wn to rolfs fome v.' eeks ·with 
her: Fatal Friend{hip I De£l:ruBive Viftt ! 
. Equally ruinolls to the Peace of both !-­
Ccladon at that Time made his Addrdlcs to 
that Lady, and, under Pretence of paying his 
RefpecTs to Leontius, fclIow'd her thither, in 
crder to profecute his Love: The engaging 
(hlalities and agreeable PerfDH of this young 
Nobleman are too confpicUGUS to all, who have 
erer feen him, to Rand it} need of -Qny De­
fcription; fo I ihall only fay, that they recciy'd 
a confidcrable Addition from that.Fire, which 
.animated his Eyes in Prefence of his ador'd 
Amarantba. Bcrinthia had often feen him be­
fore, but had never gh'en herfelf the TroubI.e 

to 



240 The Lady's Drawing Room. 
to examine into his Merits with that unhaPPJ" 
Difl:incl:ion {he now did. The tender 
and pa£1iollate Things which {he was often 
'Vitnefs (Jf, tho' utter'd to another, funk illto 
her Soul, and had all the Effect on her he 
aim'd to infpire in her fair Friend: Here did 
fhe fuck in the delicious Poifon, which by 
fwift Degrees diffus'd itf~Jf tbro' all her Veins, 
and became the Bane of-her Honour and all 
the Happinefs of Leoni/us. 

Celadon, little fufpecting what had happcn'd 
in her Htlart, would frequently entreat her 
good Offices for him to Amoralltha, and {he as 
often prcmifc him; which Promifes {he in 
Truth perfonn'd, but it was to gratify the 
Pleafure {he took in fpeaking of him, that 
made ILr fo readily comply. 'Tis likely 
indeed that the excdIi\·e Prai/Cs {he befl:ow'J 
on him went no inconfiderable \Vay in in­
fluencing Amarmztha in his Favour, tho', L'c·ll; 
of a very referved Temper, [hc care;-ully COIl­

cealed the Inclination {hc had to reward hi, 
Paiton. The IndifFerence, with which f,lC 

always anfwered Bcrillthia, flattered her ·with a 
Hopc it would never be a l\1atch; for, tl1'.' 
m:llTied herfelf, the Thoughts of feeing Lim 
fo was a Dagger to her Soul; at laiC, how­
ever, that Lady took her Leave, and he ob­
tained her Permiffion to conduct her to T.wln. 
But the terrible Inquietudes Be1'inthia fclt at 
lofing his Prefcnce, join'd with the aggranting 
Circllmfl:.mce of his being gone with her Ri­
val, left her no room to hope {he coulL! live 
without him: She no longer found any S:1tis­
faction in obliging I-!er Huili:.nd, nor any PIc;:-
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fures in a Country-life: Her once gay and 
lively Temper was converted into a fullen 
Melancholy. ' She would fit wIlole Hours 
bury'd as it were in Thought; and, when in­
terrupted, anfwer with a PeevHhnefs which 
ihew'd, if fhe were capable of ,my Pleafure~ 
it was only in her own Meditations. 

The ever affiduow; Leontius obferved this 
Change in her with im infinite Concern, tho' 
far from imputing it to the rea.l Caufe. or hav­
ing any Guefs at his Misfortune, and endea­
vour'd, by all the tender, Demonlhations of 
Love in the Power of Man to give, to alleviate 
her Difcontent. But fhe, infenfibJe to cvery 
Thing but the Idea of the too chanping Cela­
dOll, and, impatient to fee again the dear Ori­
ginal of that enchanting Image he had left in 
her Breaft, . pretended, that the Country-air 
did not agree with her Conftitlltion, and told 
him, That, as fhe h2.d fuffered the Decay it 
brought upon her in CompJaifance to him, fhe 
expei:l:ed he would have fo much for her as to 
permit her to quit it, at leaft for a Time: Not. 
I:lid fhe, that I would have you go to a Place 
YOll arc averfc to; for, as fooll as I am a I iltk 
rccovcr'd, I will come here a;;aill. 

As it was impoffib!e for h"r to declare any 
Inclination he was nct glad to gratify, he was 
fJr from oppofing this ; but could n~ot be pre­
I'ailed upon to fray behind her, imagining, no 
doubt, but his Comp:my would f1:ill add to the 
Contentment fhe expeded to find in London. . 
!\:1ifbken Man! Could any Thing have em­
hJttcr'd the Pleafure of this Journey, it would 
hoirc o(;en his partaking it; but this {he W"$ 
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oblig'd to di~emble, and eve.ryThing being got 
ready for their Departure, with as much Expedi­
tion as pomble, they fet out hom their Country_ 
fcat, to which they never return'd togethermol:e, 

As they drew nearer London, the very 
Thoughts the was beginning to breath the fame 
Air with that of the ador'd Ccladon, rdl:ored 
great Part of that Spirit, which fo lately feem'd 
banithed from her languid Eyes: Leontius, with 
Pleafure, faw the Alteration, and told her, 
That he doubted not but the would be foon re­
cover'd ; at which the fighed, and (,id, She 
with'd that the were not already too far ~Olle, 

Too far, indeed, in that worfl: Diffemper 
of the Mind, a lawlefs Flame; but, as he took 
there VV' ords only in a literal Senfe, and had 
no Notion of the Meaning contained in them, 
he affured her, the thould want no Means of 
Relief. Thus did they entertain each other; 
He, venting the cordial AffeCtions of his Soui 
in the moll: affeCl:iollate Terms; She, forcing 
herfclf to return his Endearments with a cold 
Civility, till they arriv'd in Town, where the 
firfr News they heard was of the Marriagc (,f 
C'eladoll and Amarantha, a Thing long before 
agreed upon by the Friends of both, amI J10\'/ 

confummated. 
This Intelligence, tho' of a Thing {he ex­

pected, gave her the moft poinant Angui{h; bet 
when the was told the new married Pair were 
come to vifit her, the was in fuch Confuiio:l, 
as might have given fome Sufpicion of tl;, 
Caure, had not the fixt Opinion, that {he I,· 
boured under fome bodily Indifpofition, prevcllt­
ed anyone from diving any further. . Sitl 

un 
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was once or twice about excufing herfclf hom 
feeing them, under Pretence of her ill Health; 
but then the extrc,lm Impatience fhe had, to 
f~:lfl: h;:r Eyes with the Sight of her ador\l 
Ctlarlon, made her refolve, r~ther than be de­
priv'd of that, to endure the Company of her 
/lOW hated, 'becaufe happy Rival: Tho' the 
Conftraint the fufFered, in recei\'ing them ill 
any Manner befitting their's, or her own Cha­
ra5ter, may marc e:tfify be imagined than 
defcribecl. ' 

The firf!: Shock over, the b2~,m, llOwever .. 
to be fomewhat Ids perplex'd ; her good Senfc 
reprefei1ting to her, That, as {he was not in :t 
Condition to receitre his honourJ.ble Vows, 
they might as ,well be given to /lmarmltha, as to 
any other; and her Virtue fometimes remOIl­
Ilrating, that {he ought to ufe her utmofl: Ef­
forts to extinguifh a Paffioll 1I0t onlv Ul1war­
rarltablc, but hopdefs, {he fet herf<:lf ill good 
'E,lrnefl: abcut it, or at leaf!: thought {he did 
fo. Happy had the bCo'11 , could {he lnve ac­
CUJl1pli{h'd fo glorious a Work: But, :!las J 
the I\1eafures {he took wen: too we,lIc frJr fllch 
a Talk, and ferved onlv more to c,J!'tare her' 
in the fatal Labyrinth .. - ,In!1earl of {h:u1!1i:!,; 
!Jis Conver[ltion, as {he might t:llily h:n'c dOlle, 
by returning into the Cou,~try, {he llattcr'd 
herfdf, that, ;1.$ he knew not h2[, Sentiments 
of him, {he might indulge the Pleafure of 
fecinO" him without a Crime, aml that, by o _ 

being much with him, {he {houlcl in Time COll­
Vert her Paffion into a kind of fif!:erly Afii.:8:ioll 
~Jr him. This, as I was informed by one vlho 
h.d it from herJeIf, VIas a l\.lcthod the inn-
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244 The Lady's DrO'lt'il1g Room. 
gined would fucceed ; it feemed, however, the 
moil: eafy, and what {he was refolv'd to purfllC, 

To this End, Parties of Pleafure were COIl­

tinually fo:-m'd, in which Celadon was alwa';s 
fure to make one, and fometimes, for Dc­
cency's Sake, .Amarantha. As for Leontius, 
the little Delight he took in any of the Towll­
Amufements, was a fufficient Excufe for her 
not to prefs him over much; fo that £he had 
frequently the Opportunity of being attended 
to the Mall, the Opera, Play, and :Mafque­
rade, by the Object of her Affections, without 
the Prefence of anyone who might have been 
a Check qn her Behaviour. Her ACl:ions, 
however, were perfectly innocent fer a Time, 
whatever her Th,oughts were; but everyone 
knows the Danger of too great an Intimacy 
between Perfons of a different Sex. ' So free 
a Converfation, with one of the loveliefl: Wo­
men in the ,\Vorld, and the Marks of Friend­
{hip {he treated him with, by Degrees infpir'd 
him with Delires more warm than was con­
fiIl:ent with his Vows to .Amarantha, which, 
join'd to fome little'Difputes with that Ladv, 
occafion'd by a lefs Conformity of Tcmpn 
than could be wi{hed, made him never think 
himfelf fo happy as in Berinthia's Company, 
The Tendernefs he now'began to feel for her, 
rend"ring him a more clofe Obferver of her 
Looks, foon difcovered to him that he was not 
indifferent to her; and, thus embolden'd, he he­
fitated not one Day, as they were fitting alone 
together in her Chamber, to declare, how 
happy he fhould have thought himfelf had For­
tune put him in the Place of Leglltius. As he 

lo"k'd 
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look'd full in her Eyes while he difclos'd him­
lelf, he Caw there all the Tokens of a great 
Surprize, but it was a Surprize of Joy, not 
Indignation. She blufh'd, hung down her 
Head, and with a Sigh anfwered, It was 
Pity that a State, inl1:ituted by Heaven, fhould 
often be the Means of rendering thofe who 
tIlter'd into it miferable, as, {;liJ fhe, is but too 
frequently the Cafe. You fee before your Eycs 
"n Example of it, Madam, replied he, finc:c 
it deprives me cf all Hope of being favour'd, 
in the Manner I could wifh, by the charm­
ing B£rillthia; yet fhe herfdf doubtlefs has no 
Reafon to regret her Lot! Ah, C'ladoll! cry'd 
{he, looking on him with Eyes fwimming in 
the moll: tender Languifhments, How little do 
you know what palTes in my Heart! Yes, 
I am one of thofc unhappy Perfons who know 
all the Difcontents, but nothing of the Joys 
of Marriage. I was difpofed of to Leontius 
at an Age when I was incapable of j!.!dging 
what was valuable in Mankind, and I have 
finee had Eyes but too dil1:ingui{hing for my 
eternal Peace. Can there bc a Man, faid he, 
tlking her Hand which trembled at hisTouch, {() 
blcll: to be preferred in your Efteem to Lf]ollli~ls ? 
O! proceed, continued he, in the kind Confi­
dence you have begtll1 to placc in mc, and tell 
me, Is therc a PoffibiIity h~ can be inf.:nfiblc 
or thanklef,? Pre[s me no more, interrupted 
{he, in an cxtream Confufion, I havc <1lready 
faid too much, llnlefs you know how to pity, by 
your own, tholc A<>onies of Heart which force 
" w 
myTonguc to filc:1k.--Ah, B","illtlJia.l ;lnlwer\! 
he, think you I am {o poor a Judge of all that's 
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charming in your Sex, as not to he! for you 
all that a dcfpairing Paffivll can inflic.: r-' --_ 
Yes, Madam, let your Tcndernefs for this 
happy, namdefs He be ever fa tranfcentbnt, 
mine will m()re than equal it.' Heanll', 
cry'J he, that for a l\1omcnt I could anillne 
the Shape, ti.e: Voice of th:s fo [;'wourcd Riy,ll, 
and, undifdain'd, pOllr out my Vows of C\cr­

lafl:ing Love on this foft, yielding Breafl:. He 
h:!d tl~e Temerity to catch her in his Arms as 
he fpoke theefc l~fl: Words, and prefl: her to 
him with ftcch a Fervor as alinofl: flopt lKr 
Breath; ;!Jl the weak Refolutions fne had 
form'J of preferving her Virtue, while fhe in­
du!g'd her Lc>ve, were now fwaIlow'd up in 
an Abyfs of Rapture, and !he had Power to 
fay no more than, 0 Ccl.ulclI! I am lofl: t_ 
rroo 'we}], 0 dear Enchanter of my Soul! you 
know the guilty Secret: Too well arc' ac­
quainted for whofe Almighty Charms I have 
learn'd tll hate Lemtius., ' But .l!marai?liYlI 
Amarallii:a, pllrfued {lie, as foon as !he could a 
little recover hcrfdf, has too much Merit to 
be edips'cl by me. Name not Amm'milba, 
thou Idol of my Soul, cry'd he ; could I hJ\'~ 
once hop'd Fate had a Bkiling, fuch as I now 
enjoy, in Store for me, my fond Heart had ne­
ver thrown away a 'Vi{h on her, or aught but 
the adorable Berinthia ! Berinthia, in whom 
the Charms of her whole Sex are united. All 
the Time he was fpeaking he purfuccl e\'ery 
Meafurc impatient Love infpires for the Com­
pletion of his Conqucfl:, which at length was 
as perfect as either of them withed. 

Havincr .. 
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H:lving thus vcntur'd to break thro' the 

Bonds of Honour, Gratitude, and Dlity, all 
Care of Reputation feem'd beneath Regard; 
wholly taken up, and tranfported with each 
other':; Charms, they :lbandon'd themfelves to 
all the Extravagance of their unbcH:nded, wild 
Defires, g:ving [uch Jlublick Tdtimon:cs of 
t1e Flame with which they mutually were 
v,ndt, that none who [IW them but fnufi read 
it in theil' every Look and Action. Lrolltius 
W.IS the Jafi that would bdieve his Misfortune: 
As for the illjur?d .//marantiJa, l'he IjJoke loudly 
of it, and not only upbraided her Hufband in 
Terms which, I mufl: fay, were not the moil: 
proper to reclaim him, but alfo proclaim'd his 
Injufiice in all Companies: Tho' his good 
Senfe could not but remind him he was guilty 
of a Fault, yet he could not bear to hear it 
repeated by others, whom he)ook'd upon to have 
no Concern·in·his Affairs; and this oecafion'd 
fuch continual Diffention between them, that 
it was impoffible for any two People to live 
more dilagrceably together. 
Lemtius, eonfirm'd by a thoufand Cireumfian­

res, and mofl: by the earelcfs Airs with which 
B"rillthia reply'd to any Q!lefl:ion he put to her 
on that Head, was prevail'd upon to ret Spies 
on her, in order to furlJrize her with her Lover, 
;lnd then to fue ou t a Divorce. Nothing 
could be more eafy than to make fuch a Dif­
covery: He was very foon inform'c'! they were 
at a little retir'd Houfe, fome few Miles out 
of London, which CcladolZ had hir'd on Pur­
.pofe for their Meeting: On which, tho' they 
'fay much agmnfl: his {ceret Inclination, he 
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went, accompany'd by tome Friends, who 
were to ferve as Witneifes. Ccladon, however 
had Notice of their Approach, and made hi; 
Elcape ; but the Warning arriv'd not timely 
enough for Bcrintbia to do fo too, and, difdain­
ing to conceal her/df, as probably {he might 
have done, n:ceiv'J her injur'd Lord with as 
much Intrepidity in her Cuuntenance, as there 
was Grief in h:s. Ah' Madam, faid he, I 
find the Country has Charms for you when 
they are not poilon'd by the Pre fence of Leon­
tillS. People's l\1ind, will alter, anfwered {he: 
I may approve that at fome Times, which ;11 

others I may deteit; but a jealous Hulband is 
what I would fly any where to avoid. How 
little I deferve that Name, refumed he a little 
warmhr, the "Vorld can anfwer for me, who 
t:I\V w-ith what Unwillingnefs I was brout:ht to 
believe a Misfortune YOll have taken too little 
Care to conceal. But, continued he, 'tis 
Proofs which mull: now condemn or abfolve 
tnofe Sufpicion~ the Imprudence of your Con­
duet has excited. A lcornful Smile was all' 
the Reply {he m:lde, and that Moment he, 
and thofe he brought with him, went Ollt of ,-
the Room to fearch the Houfe, not doubting 
but they {hould there find Ccladon, as they 
certainly would have done, had not Berint!.>ia, 
indolent in every Thing that regarded herfclf, 
hut anxious for her Lover, and expeeting that 
fOlne time or other they might be betray'll, 
ob~igcd him to have always a Horfe rcaJy 
faddlcd, which, on the firfl: Notice given by a 
Scout at a little Difl:ance from the Houfe, he 
might mount, and get ofF by a back Wa'-. 

TJ~s 
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This {he had two Views in; firfr, to prevent 
a Qyarrel, the Event of which was uncertain ; 
and the next, to deprive Lt'Ol1tius of ProofS 
fufficient to procure a Divorce; for, tho' l1w 
wilhed nothing more than to li,"e in an eternal 
Separation, {he knew, if it were brought about 
t!Jat Way, the Law would leave great Part ;of 
her Fortune in his Hands; and befides, ~i\'e 
him a Power of profecuting her belov'd Ccladon : 
To hinder either of thefe Evils {he afterwarJs 
had rccourfe to an Invention infinitely lefs to 
be forgiven, than that which the Impetuofity of 
her Paffion had made her guilty of. " 

After Leontius and his Friemls had quitted 
the Haufe, difappointed of the Proofs, but con­
vinc'd in their Minds of her Difhonour, {he 
went to meet Ccladoll :It a Place they had be­
fore agreed upon, am! from thence to a pri­
,'ate Lodging, determined to return no mllre 
to her Lord: Neither did he makc allY Ovcr­
tures to her for that Purpofc, being advis'd to 
the contrary; his Haufe was opel! to recei,"c 
her, in Cafe {he thought fit to come, aIlll the 
taw required no further Conde{c{:llfiotl on his 
Part. 

But this Lady," who y as I f<lid before, had 
other Views, fent for all her Friends, and told 
them, That the ill Tl eatment the ha.! met 
with from Leontius·had· oblig'd her t·) lea"e h;m. 
and withal to reveal a Secret which fhnuld 
lver have been bury'J j'n. hu Rre:tfi, r,::d h~ 
Lchavl:d to her with Ci,·jlitv; and thi:; -",'as,. 
that, by l'bture being relJdcr'd iliGlpable <If 
baving any Children, he had marry'd h::r only 
with a View her large E{bte fuouU devolve on 
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his Family, which, faid fhe, would be fa 
great an Injufl:ice to my Kindred, that I could 
not die in Peace if accelfory to it. 

Thus, making it their Interef!: to affifl: her 
in procuring a Divorce, every Thing was pre­
paring on her Side to bring in a Bill of lmpotmcy 
againf!: her Hufband; and on his, to fummol1 
whatEvidences they could to form one oL1dulicry 
againfl: her; but this unthought of Accufatiol1 
put a Stop to all their Proceedings; for, if the 
Marriage was unlawful, he had no Right to 
call her ACtions to Account. 

The Town was very much divided in their 
Opinions concerning the Truth of this Affair; 
but I believe the greater Part, if we take in 
the Ladies, were on Bn"intbia's Side, few of 
them being un"bJe to believe one of their own 
Sex, and efpecially one of Berilllbia's Birth 
and Education, could be guilty of fucl! a Fcor" 
gery; and this ferv'll as fome Sort of an E~cu[e 
for the Intimacy between her and Cdad;,:, 
which they grew fo publick in, that none 
could make a Doubt of it. That Nobleman, 
impos'd upon, as well as the ref!: of the 
Vlorld, by her Accuf:ltion of her HufhanJ, 
became the more cndear'd to her for the 
Wrong he imagin'd {he h::d funained, anJ 
poor Amaralltha was in a manner quite aban­
don'd by him.-

Lcolltius, whom all the Ccrt.linty of her In­
fidelity could not entirely make her Enemy, 
became impatient at this fccond InCult, amI, ~s 
there was no other 'Yay to vindicate his Cha­
racter from the Afperlicn lhe had fo crlldiv , 
ca!l: on it, fubmitted to an Examination of 
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the Truth, by fome Per[ons appointed for that 
Purpo[e, and who were on Oath to report 
according to the beft of their Judgment, with­
out be;ng prejudiced in Favour of either Party. 
Thefe Gentlemen a11 agreeing, That he was, 
::5 he had ever been [uppos'd, perfectly capa­
ble of having nfue, the Calumny fell imme­
diately to the Ground, and the fair, treacherous 
Author of it was condemn'd by thofe who before 
had moft efpous'd her Caufe. Ccladoll, who 
had more than anyone taken care to inform 
bimfclf of the Truth of the Bufinefs, was as 
fully convinced as the ref!:, and no fooner was 
(0, than all the Charms of Bainthia could not 
preferve his Affection. ' Inf!:ead of the long 
fuffering, injur'd 'ViC.:, as he before believ'd 
her, he now found her the Hypocrite, the Dc­
cci';er, tht.: unjuft Accufer, anc! the mof!: un-' 
grateful, and unprovok'd Defiler of the Ivhr­
riage-Bed. Thole Be:lUties, v;hidl Inc! at­
tr~aed his Admiration, were now Co much 
IEsflgllr'd, by the diic'.)\,er'c! Deformity of her 
T'.li:hl, t,ut he k'c1iI1e almoft to lute v;lnt 
h~ fel Lady had ;{·:'or'd. He broke oir all 
COI1'.'crf;ltion with h-.:r, was rcconcil'c! to ... -1111'1-
.''(ill!/;a, and :lft',al11 \ 1 of having wrong'd her; 
Hor could ::Il t:.::: End~:l'/Ours, and Artitices of 
f.;ll: fair 1)~.:lud'~r tC!110t Lirn to h:.::r /)rms aQ":lill .. , '. 

I,~'I!;"', EOW fll:ly cl~reJ in the Oilinion 
rf tbe whoL: \',~ orld, ne:;leClcd nothing to do 
I,:.llfdf Jufticc, :1:1(: d'Jl!btleCs would {()(,Il h;l':e 
(IDt:lin'J. the S:l!1cFon of the L:r,'/ for a I)ivorcc, 
from a Ped,m who h,d ;dready di\,ore'd hcr­
(df from his Love and Bed, if llcr flldclcn 
D~ath had not L\"d the Pl::adt:f,; tLe Trouble, 
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and put an End to all his Shocks on her 
Account. 

This, Madam, continued Philefes, was the 
Progrefs and End of an Amour, which indeec 
from its very Beginning, had the Guilt of ~ 
double Wrong, and could promife no better 
Confequences ; and I wifh that my Account 
could furnifh more Matter of Excufe for the 
Behaviour of that unhappy Lady. 

I think, faid Ethelinda, Fate has been "crv 
kind in taking her from the World, before her 
Difgrace receiv'd its full Completion; and, fillce 
it has happen'd fo, the greateft ACI: of Friend­
/hip that can be paid her, is not to mentie'll 
her, and endeavour to forget there ever W~LS 
fuch a one, as much as poffible. 

This Ag~, cry'd Lucillius, has been firanzcly 
fruitful in Inventions fuch as Bcrintbia',: A 
L:ld',', who brings a large Fortune to hcr Huf­
band, anc! afrerwards takes it into her Head to 
like another lHan better, has only to cxcufc 
herftlf by prefently accufing him of a natural 
Impedimellt! ' vVould it nor therefore be 
a very whoJefome Law to oblige both Par­
ties to make Trial of each othcl" before the 
Ceremony is Ferfonn'd, which cofis fo much 
Time and IVloney to render afterwards invaFd? 

The Gentlemen of the 100w Robe wouU co 

fcarce thank YOll for th's Propofitioll, rcpl/d 
DorintJms; but I cannot help agreeing with 
YOll, That we have had fo many InHanccs of 
the Ladies taking thi, Method of recovering 
theil" Portions and Perf OilS, as makes it in a 
manner neceHary fome new Forms of fClU­
ring them to ourfclvcs ihould be found our, 
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"Vho that faw the Marriage of Horatius and 

. RoJinda; He, jufrIy accounted a 1\1an of the 
ftriB:eft Honour, beft Senfe, and greateft Ac­
cnmplilhments ; She fam'd for an uncommon 
Sweetncfs of Difpo{ition, and exemplary Vilo

_ 

we: Who, I f:JY, that had feen fuch a Pair 
united, but would have bcliev'd they had been 

. fo for Life? And yet, how thort a Time was 
he become a Huiliand, before his elop'J "Viie 
leit him to mourn her Lois in a widow'd Bed! 
And for whom were her AfFections thus per­
vt;rted from their right Channel? "Vhy, for 
an Object as inferiour to her noble Spoufe, as 
{he was in Beauty to a certain Lady who had 
been rejected for helo Sake, and who, conftant 
to her firft Flame, ftill preferves the tendereft 
Wi1he3 for him the could not infi)ire with 
Love. 

'Who that Imew with wklt a real Satisf;lction 
the f.lir ./Imi(m{l was c011duCl:ed to the Altar, 
and pJedg'd her Vows to Lijill/ort', but woule/ 
have been alfttr'd the never could have thought 
a feconu Object worthy to fllpplant him ? 
Yet, after a few 1\10nths, did the not fly his 
Haufe, nay, to be fecure from his Purfllit, the 
Kingdom, and contented l]{,rfelf to live in a 
foreign Clime, mean anJ obfcure, 'with a 1\Jan 
low born and bred, and who had no one Thing 
in him to excufc the Folly fhe committed r­
AnJ have not both thefe Ladies had Recourft.: 
to the {;lrne Strat:Jgem Berinlhi07 made ufe of, 

". 
to free thcmfclves from a Tie 110 IOllger ;!grcc-
able to them ? 

Many Examples of this Kind, indeed, have 
happcn'd, {aid ./IriJlo; but they h;we been yet 
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lefs afl:oniiliing to me, than fome Accounts I 
have lately had of Elifmonda : A Lady educa­
ted in the feverefl: Principles of V irtue, and 
of fo timid a Modell-y, that the mofl: refJx'Ci:­
ful Salute from any but her Lord would call 
the Blood into her Cheeks: Yet, in a !hort 
Time after her Marriage, {he feem'd to takc 
a Kind of Pride in making the \Vorld beliLve 
her Hufband was the lall- Man in it {he thollp;bt 
worthy of her; and, when reprov'd by a ncar 
Relation of her Hufband's, and at Iafl: mcnac'J 
with a Bill of Divorce, had the Front to re­
ply, That there were certain Occafions which 
aIlow'd a Wife the [arne Privilege, and that file, 
perhaps, might make no Scruple to claim it, 

Moll- People, however, [(it! BcllimaJl[.', he­
liev'd her innocent in F:lC!, and had not OJJ~ 
'rranf"aion after fhe wen~ abroa,; given (lie 
Lye to that good Opinion, her LorJ wouJJ 
b.we retain'd the whole Blame of the Di(cord 
between them. 

I am far from jti!1ifyinf'; E.lifimllda, Lid (h~ 
[weet Ethelinda; but if there ;:re in Nattn-c a;;\' 

Excurcs to be malIc for a "Vife, who ofT.,:;,,; 
in the Manner {he has done, they dClld.Jtki:, 
;;.11 are on her Side. She was in the Bloem cr 
Beauty when made a Bride; her SOl:1 glnt:c, 
generous, and:ls entirely free from :,:! j\" r 
and AifeClation ;lS her exterior Form, /, 
thou rand g;ood Q.!,1alities gave- the '\ \' l.rLl a PrL'­
mire fhe would be one of its chief Orn;:mento ; 
nor would her A3:ions, I am confident, cnr 
have bely'd that Hope, had {hc been marry'd 
to a Perron WID had known the Value of her, 
and treated her acconlillg to her l\1crits; bL:t 
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the Delicacy of her Way of thinking ill agreed 
with the rough unpolifh'd Behaviour of her 
Lord: She had too much Good-Senfe not 
to perceive his Want of it ; and her extreme 
Youth render'd her incapable of reReccing, 
That unworthy as he was, yet, bein;; her 
Huiliand, it was her Duty to endeav Ollr at 
leafl: to be blind to his Follies, and patient with 
his Infirmities. As to the Amour, they tell us 
the enter'd into after leaving E:>zgland, when 
we refleet it was with the mofl: lovely PrinL'e 
that Nature ever fram'd a Prince, whorl: 
admirable ~Iali tics, both of ,Mind and Body" 
cxtort Efl:eem from even his worf!: Enemies, 
it will rcarce deferve Wonder, that {he ilioui-! 
be but too fenfible of them. ' How often 
lllve I {een the mofl: feverely Virtuous of au:' 
Sex languifh before the Picture of tl1;]t }()!!ll~ 
Hcro, and cry out, 0 God -' 'iVaS any th.:/;~: 
Ever fa CI1c/;anting ! If E lijt,zonda, there-­
fore, who [IW the dazzling Original at her F ~et 
--who heard his \Vit, was Witnd, cf hi~ 
cvcry Perfection, did yidJ to an irrefil1ible JIll-­
pulCe in Favour of his Suit, who will not {;l\, 

her Foible m~ri,ed not Excnfe. ' 
Circumfl:anccs inJeeJ, rcplr'd drijl(}, make 

a wide Diffc:r~nce in the Errors occ<!liOl1'd bv , 
Lo\'c: Had the Huiband of ElijIll7ll{!a tI eat",J 
her in a 1\1anner worthy of her, fhe bad ce:­
tainly never left him, or if Chance had 
brought her to the Prefe!'!c.:: of the lvl'l:ly 
Prince you mention, her whole Stuck ()f n~,l!l­
ral Softnefs being already fix'd on tbe Pel Ion 
allotted for her, even tht.: tran fcenci eli t «, al;­
ties of her iUufl:rious Lo'{er had made 110 uther 
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Impreffion than that of RefpeCtion and Admi-

• ratIon. 
I have always abfolv'd Elifmollda in my OWn 

Mind, laid Lucillius, not only for what mie:ht 
happen bc:tween her and that Prince; but airo 
for other Faults of the fame Nature, v;hich I 
have her.rd bid to her Charge, merely on the 
Score of her Huiband's Brutality. 

It n1llft be own'd, faid Dorinthus, feme 
Men's Humours are intolerable; and when we 
find a Woman, whofe Conduct has been un­
blameable before Marriage, commit any Irre­
gularities after, we ought to be well afrured of 
his Behaviour before we lay the Blame wholly 
on her. 

What Dorinthus has ob(erv'd, rejoin'll Ed­
fill/cmtr., puts me in mind of the moft amiable 
,mt! unFortunate Scmantbe, that great Ex~mple 
of fuffering Virtue, and Martyr of a tou rigid 
DItty. 

All, Bel/ill/ante, [aid Ethelillda, you hare 
often began to relate the Hiftory of that acc,m· 
plifh'd Lady, but fome unlucky Interruptinn 
has {tin dcpriv'd me of the Plea(ure I propde 
in knowing the Particulars which brought her 
to fo untimely a Fate. If you \"ill now fayour 
me (0 fur, I believe you will al(o lay an equd 
Oblig:ation on the whole Comp:lI1Y. 

Whatever is enjoin'll by Ethelinda, rer1y't! 
that beautiful Lady, cannot be otherwifc th~n 
approv'(f by everyone; Apologies therefore 
would be impertinent, oecau(e necdleis, and 
but Jday fulfilEn f" your Rcqucft, (o I 111 all Q,) 

it in as brief a Manner ;1l; the Circumfiances 
I have to relate will aumit of. 

H~rc 
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Here {he paus'd a little, to recollect the Pat­

Glges {he was about to deliver, and then, ad­
dreifmg her Difcourfe to Ethelinda, began in 
thefe Terms. 

4 • • 

The HIS TOR Y 

o F 

ADRAS'TUS, SEMAN'l'HE, 

and APAMIA. 

o U all know, faid the, that AdrqJlus is 
more indebted to the Gifts of Fortune than 

to thofe of Nature, for the Rcfpcct paid him 
by the Work! ; yet fame, who look on him 
with lefs diftinguithing Eyes, allow him a fine 
Gentleman: It is certain he has a gay, Iiolit~ 
Behaviour, can give. his Opillion agreeabJy 
clJ(lUgh on the Amutemcnts in voguc at pre(cnt, 
gocs often to Court, and can tell YOll what 
Dilh the Kin2; eats oftcncft on, and when his' 
Majdry has a good or bad Night, as well as his 
Cook or Phyfician : Hunts with Lord a,ford, 
and of late 'has the Honour of being intimate 
with Lord and Lady Batb: BefiJc~ this, he 
dances well, and can play fame of I-Ialldel's 
Tunes on the Harpficord and Violin.. . 

Thefe Perfections were fa enchanting to ./lP{7-
mia, that he no fooner made his AddrdTes to 
her, in common with all the Ladies he [;lW, 

. whom 
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whom he found young and drefs'd well, than 
1he thought herfdf the happieft CreJ.ture upon 
Earth; and endeavour'a,. by pretending the 
"warmci1: Paffion for him, to fccure him fronl 
:,11 her Rivals: As he has the moil: tender Af­
fcaion for his own Pel fan, it was indeed Il:ltl!­

ral for him to like her bdl: who feem'd m(.Jl to 
~dmire him, and" her Artifices fuccceded III '.n:li, 
"s to engage his Promife to make her his \Vifc; 
but, as there was not the leaft Probabilitv hi~ 
Father would ever be brought to give his Con­
lent.,. there was' an abfolute Neccfiity the Ce­
remonyof I\1arriage fhould be defcrr'd 'tillliis 
Death: But Love could not attend the tedious 
Form. AdrqJlus was impatient for the Com­
pletion of his Defires, and Apamia, fearing a 
Denial would give him Caufe to call in quC£l:ion 
the Sincerity of her Pailion, yielded her Ho­
nour into his Poffeilion, on his folemn Vow of 

• reftoring it to her before the Altar,. as- foon as 
Gircumfhnccs would give him Leave to do it, 
without involving them both in Ruin. 

But, while they were indulging their mu­
tual Wifhes, the Father of Adrajlus was car­
rying on a Treaty of Marriage for him with 
Semanthe. The Parents of that excellent Lady 

" 

having no Objcelions to make againft his Pro-
pofals, and fhe, <lII Obedience to their \Vill, 
and unpoJrefs'd with any Idea of Love, not ill 
the Ieaft oppofing i.t, every Thing was agreed 
upon before AdrqJlus was told there was fuch 
a Defign in Agitation. ''''hen inform'd of it, 
and commanded to vifit Semal1the on that Score, 
he was neither pleas'd at the Happincfs in­
tended for him, nor lhock'd at' the Il0ufiic~ 

he 
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he mufl: be guilty of to Apmnia; but, quite in­
(cnliblc of either, fet himfelf about obeying his 
Father, and addrefs'd that young Beauty in 
Phrafes he had too much accufl:om'd himfdf 
to, to be at any Lofs for. She, who had ne­
ver before bc.:t:n permi tted to hear the Sound of 
Lo\ e, took all his Common-place ProfdIiolls 
;!, (0 m:my Tdl:imoni~s of a real Paffion, and, 
hoking on him as tbe l'vlan whom it would be 
joel! her Duty to love, cherifh'd the moil: fa­
''au rable Inclinations for him. 

As every Thing was previouily determin'd, 
the Days of Courtihip !ailed no longer than 
was ncccffary for the getting ready Clothes and 
Equipages, and the l\1arri3.ge was folemnizcd 
with a Pomp fuitablc to their ~ality . 

.dpamia, to whom ..ddrqJlus had never com­
municated the Aff.,ir, and, to prevent her 
from hearing of it by' any other Hand, had 
prevail'd on her to go into the Country, with 
a Promife of coming fhortly to her, knew no­
thing of any fuch' intended IVTarriagc, 'till the 
publick Papers inform'd her of the Confumma­
tion: The Surprize and Indignation fhe was in 
may more ealily be concciv'd tban related: She 
infiantly order'd her Coach to be got ready, and 
was jufl: going to fl:ep into it in order to come to 
L~lIdol1,. when AdrqJlus, 'who thought it befl: to. 
meet the firfl: Fury of her Refentment in that 
Retirement, came down according to his Pro-

'-

mife. The firfl: Words {he accofied him wi th 
were, Monfl:er! Traitor! To which he made 
no Reply, but gently taking her in his Arms, 
oblig'd her to turn back and go with him into 
the Houfe, where, as foon as they were enter'd, 
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lhe difcharg'd a whole Volley of Reproache~ 
on him. Confcious how much he m(:rit~d 
them, he fuffer'd her to go on without offet­
ing any Interruption, 'till he found 1he bad 
exhaufied her whole Stock of harlh Epithets, 
as well as Breath; and then, throwi116 himftlf 
on his Knees before her, All this, 0 divine 
Apamia ! cry'd he, is too mc~ a PUlliDlmu;t 
for the Crime I am guilty of. Here, Lid 
he, prefentillg her with his naked Sword, Itt 
this Revenge your Caufe; all the Rcluct;lI:c~ 
with which I {hall receive the Blow is, That, 
in piercing my fiill faithful Heart, you IDU!l 

alfo pierce your own dear Image there. Death, 
continued he, after what a cruel Father hJ! 

enforc'd me to do, would be a Bleffillg, ar,d 
doubly fa from my Apomia's Hand; for, if 
divorc'd from all I ever did, or ever can lwo', 
I never will yidd to live with one I bate. 

Thefe 'Vords, fa foothing to that Vanity of 
which few 'Vomen have a greater Share than 
Apt11J1in, difatm'd a good Part of her Refent­
ment ; but then, refleCl:ing that, whatever h~ 
{aid, he had put another in Poffeffion of th:lt 
Title lhe had thought herfelf fecur'd of, it re­
new'd again, and he was oblig'd to bear a {econ,[ 
Storm of Upbraidings, which at lafi ended in l 

Torrent of Tears, on the Conlicleratioll that 
the Evillwas irremediable. With mueh E;l­

treaty he prevail'd on her to fit down by him, 
and then told her a long Story of the N ceemt! 
he was under of complying with his Father'i 
Will, or being cut off from all his Patri­
many; alfur'd her, that he had the mOrt im­
placable Averfion to his Bride, and that he had 

con-
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contriv'd a Scheme to get rid of her, and be 
once more in a Condition of doing Juftice to 
her, who only had a Right to hi1n, and whom 
hlllook'd upon as his real Wife, tho' another 
at prefent enjoy'd the Name. 

The latter Part of his Difcourfe had the 
moll: EffeCt upon her, and {he prefently cry'd 
out, But how is it poffible for you locnder 
invalid a Marriage folemniz'd and confummated 
as yours has been? By provoking her, reply'd 
he, by the worft of Uf.1.ge, to quit my Houfe, 
or, if {he continues obftinately patient, to do, 
as you know an Acquaintance of mine hall 
done, get a Friend to be found with her in a 
Manner which may give a Pretence for fueing 
out a Divorce. 

On this a Gleam of Joy diffus'd itfelf all over 
her Face, -and looking -kindly on him, And 
have you then enough of Love and Honour, 
faid {he, to undertake this Stratagem for my 
Sake? I would undertake not only what I have 
faid, reply'd he, but every Thing that either 
Heaven or Hell could fuggeft to rid me of this 
detefted Tic, and reftore me to my ever dear, 
my ever ador'cl Apamia. \Vith thefe, and 
fuch like flattering Affilrances, did he win her, 
not only to an entire Forgivenefs, but alfo to 
permit him a Continuance of thofe Endear­
ments which at firft had been the Confequences 
of the ContraCt between them. 

The Truth is, he preferr'd the coquet Airs 
of Apamia, and her affeCted Paffion, infinitely 
to the modeft Tendernefs with which Seman­
the return'd the· Endearments he fometimes 
vouchfafed to treat her with; but, with how 
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much Indilft:rence foever h:: regarded her, llc 
:was far from daring to treat her in the Fafhioll 
11e had p,dmis'd to the other: The greateit 
Proof of his N egleB: ihe receiv'd, \vas hi.> 
being little at Home,. and when he was fn, 
talking more to his Dogs and ]\Ilonkcy than to 
her. 

She would often ugh, and tell him, She had 
always thought the chief Happinefs of a mar­
ried Life confified in having an agreeable Com­
panion, and a certain fincere Friend to hear a 
Part in every Pleafure, and fuften the Weight 
of every Care. To which he would anfwcr, 
in an indolent Way, That {he was quite mif­
taken in her Notions, fof when People Wc;e 

lllarry'd a IV10nth, they bad [aid over all they 
.could to one another,- and had nothing furthtr 
to furnifh Converfation, and then either hum a 
l'une, or look out of the WindQw, to prove 
the Truth of his Argument. . 

How difagreeable fuch a Behaviour mull: be 
to a 'IN O])1:!n VV ho had a great deal of Sen fe, 
had read much, :md was capable Qf entertain­
ing, and being entertain'd in the mofi elegant 
]\1anner, anyone m:ly judge; yet fhe forbor~ 
~Ily Reproaches on that Hlad, anJ, fecI11ill~ly 
..:ontenting herfdf with fuch cold Ci\·ilities as be 

~ 

was.plca~'d to ihc;v{ h:::r, bore all his real Slights 
without the leafi l\1UrI11Ul- to him, or Compbllt 
to others. 

She b::came pregnant in a ihort Time, and 
that Condition flattcr'c! her with the Hope of 
infpirin::; him with mort: Tcndcrncfs; but, 011 

the contrary, he rather grew worfe, and hy 
Dec:rces, ccnverted the indolent _Air with 

~ 

which 
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'\','hich he had behav'd to her before, into one 
altogether fullen and mero/e, thc Cau(c of which 
{he was very much at a Lofs to guefs, tho' {he 
WlS almon: thc only Pcr(on who was ignorant of 
it. "Vhether it was that {he had not a Strength . 
of Pamon fufficient to gi:v?! her' any jealous 
Emotions; or whether {he was not by Nature 
capable of it, I will not pretend to fay; for, 
in (pite of the I!'itirriacy between us, {he always 
{poke of every. Thing relating to her Hufband 
with the greaten: Referve. 

It was not, howcver, .Apamia, but a new 
Objet!: of his inconll:ant Wi!hes, that had 
occa/iOli'd ·this Change in him {i'om bad to 
wor(e. The !Say Relit!: of his own Erother 
was now the ollly onc of her whole Sex who 
Iiad any Charms for hilIi: He- was never cary 
out of her Companv; and {he, too much a 

~ . 
Coquet by Nature, both heightcn'd and cn-
courag'd the Paffion ·!hc perceiv'd hc had for 
her, by all the little .Arts {he was Mifl:rc[~ of. 
Apmnia;: who had always her SlJit:s m'er h:5 
,J.c1iol1s, was not long bcfore {hc difcover'd this 
new Amour, arid, finding he could neither 
clear hirnfelf from the Accufation, nor took 
:!ny Pains even to deceive her OJ] this Point, bent 
her whole Mind on Rc\'cnge. To this detcft.;d 
End !hc fcnt an anol1\'mous Lcttcr to Seman­
the, containing a full' Account of the whole 
Affair betw~en Adrqftus and her(elf, 'their 
Contract, his A verfion to' marry any other, 
lnd the Deflgn he had form'd to gct rid of his 
Engagcmcnts : Then proceed cd to relate 
clllhc had difcover'd (perhaps with fome Ad-

, ditiol]s 
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didons to the Truth) of his new Amour with 
his Brother's Widow; in fine, a whole Sheet 
of Paper was crowded with Circumll:ances fo 
fiabbing, that Semanthc had no fooner read it 
than fhe fell into a Swoon: I happen'd to com~ 
in while her Women were endeavouring to 
bring her to herfelf, and, feeing this Letter lie 
open on the Table, took it up, and put it ill 
my Pocket, defigning to give it her on her 
Recovery. 

The firll: Thing fhe did indeed, after lha 
open'd her Eyes, was to fend them ill Search 
of it, and, remembring where fhe'?ad left it, 
:llk'd, Who had been near her Todet? 011 
which, to fave the Women the Trouble of 
looking, I told her I had the Paper I bcliev'd 
fhe meant; but, as I fear'd that had been the 
Occafion of her Indifpofition, it would be 
better fhe fhould permit me to burn it, than 
give it a fecond Reading. I will do neithe, 
the one nor the other, anf wer' d fhe; but, finc~ 
you have it, infifl: on your examining ~he COIl­

tents, and then give me your fincere Opinion 
what Credit I ought to afford them. 

Tho' I ha..! but jufl: cafl: my Eye upon thi. 
Letter in folding it up, r had feen enough to 
guefs the Purport, and was forry I had [0 
unfortunately brought inyfcIf into the Dilem­
ma of either falfifying my Sentiments, or, by 
fpeaking the Truth of them, add to the Amic· 
tion I faw my Friend was in. I was oblig'd 
however to comply with her Requefl:, and re­
tir'd to a Window, under Pretence of having 
a bettcr Light, but indeed to confider on wh:lt 

~ . I 
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I lhould fay after having finifh'd the Peruc'-u of 
this malicious Scroll. 

Well, my dear Bellimante, {aid fhe to me, 
as foon as fhe thought I 11ad read it, am I to 
accufe my Fortune and my Hufband of In­
juil:ice, or the Author of that cruel Intelligence? 
The latter, doubtlefs, anfwer'd I ; for were 
Adrqjlus capable of wronging you in this Man­
ner, the Difcovery would be made by none but 
an Enemy to your Peace; and from fuch a onc 
every Thing ought to be fu(peCl:ed. 

This I might very truly' fay; for none, but 
a Perfon delighting in ill Offices, would have 
been the Reporter of fuch News, how real a 
Foundation foever they had for it. But I was 
in much more Perplexity at the fecond ue­
fiion {he put to me. Do yOll believe, . r.'lid { e, 
that AdrqfluPs J\1arriage with me "''las an ACt 
of Compulfion? That he lov'd and was COIl­

traCted at that Time to Apalllia? Or that he 
now entertains any difhonourable Defi;sns on 
her who was the 'Vife of his own Brother? I 
muil: confefs I was at a very great L01s how to 
reply, and I believe hefitated fo much, that {he 
could not but fee what my Opinion was, and 
that I only frudy'd for an El'afion. At J.lit, 
dear Semanthe, r.,id I, think no more of fo 
palpable a Bafenefs. 'Tis plain all this is 
wrote merely with an Intention of giving you 
Difquiet, and, perhaps too, to irritate you to a 
Rch:wiour to AdrqJlus which might render YOll 

both eternally unhappy. For my Part, I 
fhould, with the utmo!l: Difficulty, b~ broug!lt 
to believe there could be JllCh a Man in the 
World as this Letter has dt:fcrib'd, and no-

N th:l1~ 
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thing' but the moll glaring Proofs ought to 
make you condemn your Hufband, CYCll in 
Thought. 

Very right, anfwer'd this amiable Lady; and 
I am refolv'd not only to a{[ure myfdf he is 
entirely innocent, but alfo to redouble all my 
former Tendernefs, and give him fuch Proofs 
of it, as even if he were guilty {hould reclaim 
him, and make him bluih within himfelf for 
having ever wrong'd fo fmcere and perfect an 
AffeCtion. . 

Heavens! continued Bellimante, wiping away 
fome Tears, which in {pite of her flole down 
her Cheeks at the Remembrance of her fair 
Friend, How did my Heart bleed for the 
Wrongs I too well knew were done to thi, 
fuffering Innocence! this mofl perfeCt Pattern 
of conjugal Virtue! But I diffembled my Con­
cern as well as I could, and, taking her in my 
Arms, applauded, as it dc1erv'd, fa generolls 3 

Proceeding. 
What {he had promis'd fhe made good: She 

never once mention'd her having receiv'd any 
fuch Letter, to Adrqjlus, or any other Perf Oil; 

and from that Time forward tefiify'd fo ar· 
dent a Love for him in all her VV ords :ud . 
ACtions, that he could not, without proclaim- i 

ing himfelf the moll brutally Savage of all that 
ever had the Shape of Man, avoid ufing her 
with Civility in Publick: How he behav'd in 
private, Heaven and themfelves alone C .. 1 

tell; but I have been inform'J, that {he 1m 
often been furprjz'd pouring, forth the Ar.glliih i 

of her l\1iml in Tears. One Thing I c:,nnGt 
omit mentioning, which is, that, being Ilt'\e: 

\ L'~i' , 
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"ery fond of walking, and now by her Con­
dition render'd more averfe, becaufe lefs capable. 
he was for ever propofing it, and, to engage:: 
her to it, would accompany her himfelt~ telling 
her it was good for her Health, and befides, a 
Recreation that was extreamly in Falhion: 
,. Her late Majetl:y, would he fay, walk'd 
much when {be was pregnant: ' The Prin­
ceffes. walk, and I {bould be forry to have a Wife:: 
'fo unpolite as to fit f1:ill like a Mope. To 
oblige him {be indeed walk'd beyond what was 
'confttl:ent either with the Strength or Inclination 
of motl: Englijh Women bred in any Delicacy, 
and it feems highly probable that fo much of 
'that robufl: ExerCife help'd to render her Spirits 
too weak to bear up againtl: the many 'CaufLs 
{he had of Difcontent, and contributed to 
throw her into thore Fits which occafion'd an 
Abortion, and at the fame Time depriv'd ller 
of Life, Whether her cruel Hufband had any 
'Intention of getting rid of her by tllis feeming 
Kindnefs.I dare not aflinn; but his Behaviour 
iinte her Death has convinced all the 'V orld ~ 
,bow wen fatisfy'd he is in the EffeCts of his 
,Prefcription. 

As for ApanJia, the Letter file wrote to S c­
'manthe being found after her Dcc<,:;&', <11'J the 
Hand being known by Ad/"{!I!us, gave him a 
fufficient Pretence to break entirdy off 'with 
her: As {bc has no further Jlilc,ms of RevCIlC'"f; 

o 
ill her Power, {be is oblig'd to contellt hcrICIf 
with what Confol.ttion fhe can finJ ill new' 
Addreffcs, which {be receives promi/cuouny; 
few who offcr thcmfclves being rcfus'c! i\,;mit­
tallce into the Lifl: of her Admirers, 

Nz 
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AdrqJlusas yet continues his Devoirs to his 

Sifi:er-in-Law; how long his inconfiant Heart 
will find the fame Charms in her Society is un­
certain; but {he is of that happy Difpohtioll, 
as to be eafy under any Circumfiances, and 
will fcaree lament the Lofs of his Affection 
above a Day, whenever he {hall withdraw it 
for a new ObjeCt. 

The[e, [aid Bellimante, are aU the Particu­
lars I am able to inform you of concerning this 
unhappy Adventure, nor had I known fo much, 
had it not been for the Letter Apamia wrote to 
Semanthe; fo firiClly did that amiable Lady con­
form to all the Duties of a Wife, that while 
her tender Heart was burfiing at the Ingrati­
tude of a Hufband [0 unworthy of her, {he for­
bore even to utter a Groan that might gil'~ 
Sufpicion of the Cau[e; but died as {he liv'd, 
a Model to our Sex, which I am afraid very 
few, if any in her Circumil:ances, would be 
able to copy. 

Not to be guilty of Atlrqflus's ViCe, Ingra­
titude, [aid Ethelinda, I thank you, my Dear, 
for the Satisfaction my Curiofity has receiv'd ; 
but 1 a{[ure you, at the fame Time, you have 
been compeIl'd to give me a' kind of P"in 
mix'd with Plea[ure, and excited in me a PaC­
fion, which to me is the moIl: uneafy of any. 
-1 have a thoufand Times, [mee the Begin­
ning of your Recital, been ready to interrupt 
you, by enquiring, If Providence fent no un­
common Calamity' to puniIh fuch uncommon 
Cruelty? But I mufr endeavour to moderate 
my Rcfentments, and only willi to hear that 
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fome time or other he may be truly fenlible of 
the Value of the Jewel he always hung fo care­
leily about him, and at laft threw away beyond 
all Poffibility of Recovery. 

I am of Opinion, Madam, reply'd Phileles, 
that will one Day be the Cafe; Adrc:J11IS is 
yet young, and when Time and Expt:rience 
fhall correCt the Errors of his Judgment, he 
w;U then look back on the U f<lge of his Lady, 
with a I-{orror, which, tho' 110 Attonement to 
the World, or to her mournfllll'ar.:nts, ""ill at 
leaf! revenge them for the Lo!:; he h:.:s occallon'd 
them. 

I think, Lid Emilia, one may behold in the 
CharaB:ers of ./Jpamia, AdmJlus and his Sifter­
in-Law, a lively PiB:ure of moderp. Love ,md 
Honour: Scmallthe [ecms like fome blefl: Spi­
rit wander'd from. its Sphere out of Curiofity 
to prove Mankind, which having done, re­
turn'd to its firfl: Orb of Light, amaz'd and 
frighted at the Degeneracy of this lower 
\Vorld. 

Indeed, added Miranda, one would [carce 
believe her altogether human; Who could 
fufl:ain Injuries [0 unpara1!c1'd, without harbour­
ing the leaft Thought of doing any Thing to 
retaliate them, or even complaining of her ill 
Fate? I think, for my Part, {he bore much 
more than either Virtue or Duty requir'd of 
her; and I fhould be fo' far from one of thofe 
who would be able to imitate her in this Part 
of her CharaB:er, that I would not fa much as 
attempt it. 

I muft own, [aid D?rilltlJlls, that tho' I am 
very much of l\1r. Drrdcn's l\1inu, who 1;IYS, 
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Srcr~tJ of .A1arriagc Jbould be facrecl beld, 
'l beir S'i-CJei!!S and Bitters by the IFift, conceal'd. 

Y ct do I think, under fuch Provocation>, 
Sml£mtbe had been perfectly jufhfy'd, if {be 
had cnmplain'd to her noble Parents, and en­
treated to be receiv'd into their Protection, So 
r:ut by fllfFering; herfelf to be deHroy'd hy a 
l~\.:ret G ric!, fhe :m(wer't! the Ch:iraBer ano­
th.:r Poet gives of a Lady, who we may (up­
pOle exercis'd her wifely Virtue in this fupcrla­
tive Degree. 

She was in all 'Things more than 117omon foou'd, 
A!ld el'r'd hy being cxquijite/y good. 

I never yet. refum'd Miranda, could hear 
any fubflantial Rea(on affign'd~ why that fuould 
be a Glory in,one Sex, wltich is a Shame in the 
other. fdo not mean as to-Chafiity, that 
being undoubtedly the recu]iar Clnracterifiick 
of Womanhood, and the Lo(s of. 110defly is, 
generally fpeaking, -the Lo[s of all other Vir­
tues : But as to that patient Sufferance of In­
juries, for which Semalltbc is fo much celebra­
ted, a lVlan would juflly be laugh'd at for his 
want of Spirit, who fhculd tamely endure ill 
Treatment from his Wife; and wherefure it 
fhould be Praifewortny in a Woman to fubm:t 
to it from her H ufband, has, I mua confc/s, 
alw:lys been to me a IVlyH:ery. 

o .I\1aJam, reply'.l Acq/lo, there are m:1l1Y 
l1ndeniable Ar;;lllTIents in our Favour in th:s 
C:'l(t:; but the Chid' is from the iml111ltahlc 
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Decree of that Power, from which you have 
110 Appeal, in the third Chapter and fixteenth 
Ver(e of G mejis; tho' I am l'ar from thinking 
the Almi;rhty Lawgiver meant it as a Sanc­
tion for Unkindnefs: The IVlan who makes 
:>11 ill Ufe of the Power put into his Ihntis, 
is not only to be condemn'd for his tyrannick 
Dirpofition, but alfo anfwerable for all the 
Errors the \\'omall may be provok'd by it to 

• commlt. 
'Tis well, Acc!flo, f.lid Philelcs with a Smile, 

that the Clofe of thi" Obfl.:rvalion has malic 
the Ladies (orne Amends; 101' I protei!: I trc:mb­
kJ for you in the Beginning, Superiority 
is a bitter Pill, and the Fair Sex, efpecially all 
over Europe, are 10 accufrom'd to command be­
fore l\larriage, that they can ill defcend to 
fubmit after it. 

To put an End to this Difpute, (aiJ Ethe­
linda, and not terrify thefe Ladies from en­
tering into a State which appears 10 full of Bug­
bears. There is a M yfierv in l\1arriap.:e, 
w;lieh gi\'es to both, and yet to neither the Su­
periority over the nther: 'I'heir Affcction; ;1111\ 

Ddires are unJi!l:inguiiliable, and whichcn:r 
of them fpeaks, the Mouth is hut the Oracle 
of the others Heart.· Their Minus CU!1\'c,fe 
by Intuit:on, and arc fa blended as nllt to ha' e 
the Power of at-, in;:; feparatd),: He rules in 
her and {he in bim; each e,CCI! tes no mufe 
than the other wills, anLl each, in dIcd, DU t 
obev their own Injuncti c 'l1S. 

This certainly, Iv T:!cbm, rcrly'J ll,.firallda, 
was th~ Union infritutcJ D'" Hc;.ven; but it is 
[0 much of <1 Piece with ilc.wc-n, that I 1110ulJ 
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doubt if it were to be found on Earth, did 
not your own ilIufirious Example give the 
Proof. 

All would be {o, \'c{um'J this admirable 
Lady, were plOpcr Care taken by tho{e who 
have the Difpofd of us; for of ourfdvcs we arc 
too k:ble to be fway'd by a partial Inclination. 
Our ~en{es have too much Power over our 
Reafon, and the Beauty, or what to us feems 
Beauty ill the exterior Part, either renders m 
negligent. of the more valuable Part of the 
l'.'Iind, or reprerents it to our deluded FanC\', 
often vcry different hom what it is in Reality. 
It is not a violent Paflion; for that of itfclf, ill 
free PoiTcl1ion, will decay, as will the Chanllfi 
thilt f"cited it, but a Sympathy of Humours 
;'1nd :J. Conf(Jrmity of Prin.:iples that mufr give 
hiting I-bppine{s, and filence all tho{e idle 
Terms of Sl!periority al).d Dependence, Com­
mand and 0 bcdieFl€:e, which, in effeCl:, only ferve 
to perplex weak l\1inds, and occalion Difcord, 
where eIre perh"-ps there might be perfeCl: Har­
mony. 

Indeed, 11adam, -faid //cajlo, I have oftel1 
obferv'd -rh:tt in rVIarriage, as in Religion and 
Covernment, People difFer more about 11/i;rd,' 
tlnn 'TlingJ, and lofing the;r Time about 
l\1atters of mar E:orm, wholly negleCl: thore 
which arc thc Ellentia/s of Happincfs. The 
Cercmony of l'viarriagc appointed by thc 
Church is plain enough, the Parties take each 
other for better and for worre; and if they 
would but as plainly confider, that they arc 
to live always together, common Policy would 
tell them, it was their Interefi, as well as Duty, 

to 
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to bear with each others Failings, and to en­
deavour mutually to oblige the other to a kind 
Behaviour, by {hewing an Example in them­
(elves, we /houlJ fee no fuch Things as conjugal 
DilTention; but where there is an a/Tuming 
Arrogance on the one Side, or an over Deli­
cacy on the other, a fecret Difcontent, if not 
an open Breach, muf!: be infallibly the Confe­
quence. 

All the Company agreed to Acajla's Way of 
Reafoning, and Ethelinda and Philetes, who 
had been long acquainted with him, made him 
many Compliments on the Harmony, which 
{ubfif!:ed between him and his Lady, who I 
found, by what they faid, had been dead fome 
Years. After which Emilia told him, in a gay 
Manner, that, fince {he found he knew fo well 
~ow to live with a Wife, {he wonder'd he did 
not marry again; to which he anfwer'J, That, 
though as he had no Children living, he might 
~ave a better Excufe for entering again into 
that State than many others, yet he could never 
lpprove of fecond' Marriages. He f.lid, 
That, in fpite of all could be alledg'd in fa\'our 
)f Matrimony, IJe look'd on it at beft but as 
111 uncertain Ocean, where every Guft of Pa:­
ion threaten' d 'V reck, and therefore thought 
Ie ou[!ht to content himfdf with ha\'in~ made '" ,-
one profperous Voyage. BIers me! then f.lid 
'm amiable La.:!\", lince there is fo much 
Danger, I think it beft not to venture at all. 
You have faid cnou6h, .deajlo, crv'd Lucil/iuJ, 
o furnilh Emilia with Arguments againft M:lr-­
-iage for this Month at leaf!:: I dart: fwcar 
[our Simile will be quoted by that ue:lutifllI 
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Mouth every Opportunity that arifes; and a 
Lover muft employ ali his vVits to anfwcr it 
with another equally juft in her Opinion. 

Tho' nothing could more gratify my Vanity 
reply'd he, than to have any Thing of min~ 
repeated by one who c:m fpeak fo much better 
herfelf, ret I would not wifh to purchafe that 
Honour at the Expence of Lucillius. 

Phileres and Dorint/JI(s were both abollt to 
t:tke up the VV ord, when Ethelinda perceiving 
fome little Confufion in the modeft Cheeks of 
Emilia, prevented what they were going to f.'lY. 
. I bar" all P:trticuhrs of anyone in Prefencc, 
"ry'n fhe; <lnd, as I think we have had enollgh 
.)f Love and Marri:>.ge, fhould be oblig'd to 
"whoever fhall change the Topick for one lefs 
ferious and interefting. 

Permit me, Madam, then, faid Philetcs, to 
he the firft to obey you, in relating a Piece of 
News I have jufr receiv'd from a Friend of 
mine at P'i"ama:; which is, that her HtmgaricJ/l 

, Majefty intends to write a Letter of Thanks, 
with her own Hand, to the King of GI',III 

Britain, for tlie late Affiftance given her Oil 

the Rbi71c. 
Not the moft grave in the whole Company 

could refrain fmiling at this fudden Turn he 
gave to the Converfation; Lucillius and Dorill­
thus laugh'd exceffiveIy, and the former (fV'J 

out, A mort important Arrick indccd ! And, 
whether your Intelligence be true or faIfe, will 
add fome Thou(.'mds to the Eale of the Daily 
Adverti)cf, G:;;:;;dtftr, and other pUbJick p~\­
pers. 

Not 
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Not if People were of my Way of Think­

ing, faid Bellimante, for the Paper~ you men­
tiOll have been [0 long cram'd with nothing but 
Letters from that Q!cen, and Paragraphs con­
cerning her Cafe and Situation, th:lt the Ncws­
l\1en have loft a Cu{tol11er of me, heinl! re-

,~ 

[olv'd to read no more, 'till I am well anlllo'd 
they {hall vouch[afe to infert [omething of more 
Confequence to my own Country. 

Take C;u"e what you lay, lovely Bclli1l1{//zt,., 
reply'cl Lucillius, if you talk in this Manner 
before [orne Companies, YOII'lI be in danr;er of 
being fufpeB:ed of a Frencb Heart, and an Ene­
my to the Ballance of Europe. 

I am no Vilionary, rcfum'd that Ladv, but. 
as I pretend to no more than a fU[Jer11cial ~kill 
in Politicks, I will not difpute whether this 
f.1me Ballallce of Power be any Thing morc 
than that chimerical B.lllance the .1J1ro>]QlJIers 
h,we fet up in the Heavens; but this I aillire 
yoU, that I am "cry far fro;n having a FrCl/cb 
He"rt; for how much Coever I may have de­
clared myfdf in lavolu" of that N:ltion in fome 
Particulars, I cannot approve their Manner of 
acting in thoCe foreign Affairs, they have btely 
intermeddled with. They un at bei1: be 
term'd btl t lllke-warm F,"imds) which is a 
CharaB:er I d.o:ljl; and 1 think, b)" the ir Inc! 
~lanag;<::ment, they have prav'd tho:nlfckcs 
(lmovate Enemie.r, which is ,>,that 1 cqu;l~k dtO

-

ftife. 'Their N c~otiati()n-; "n<l SciJ'~n1C'~ of 
Battle an.: alike ill bid ,mJ w.;rL: cnnd u<'"led , 
fo have been cafily fl!Cil throu;,',h :>rc:l difcon­
ccrtcJ. 'rheir Behaviour in rc:>:ar.l to Sta-
1/~7.W$, a Prince fo llC;lrly alli·~J O"to hi·. ]'\'1,,11: 

• 'I 7 • 
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Chrijlian Majefty, and fo worthy of the 
Throne, to which he had twice been call'd 
by the Voice of the People, firft gave me In 
ill Opinion of both their Politicks and Since­
rity ; and their concerning themfelves in giving 
a Head to the Germanick Body, and thereby 
furnifhing an ambitious Princefs with a Pre­
tence for following her Fathers Steps, and 
fetting all Europe in a Flame a fecond Time, 
may convince anyone, that they are not in 
reality the Peace-makers of the World, as the 
weak Affiftance they have afforded an Empe­
ror of their own Fetting up, may of the In­
!lability of their Councils, the InaCtivity of 
their Arms, and the little Dependance to be 
placed on their Promifes. 

Not, continued this beautiful Declaimer, 
that I fhould confider thefe Things, but with 
the fame Indifference I do the Hiflories of 
Times long fince paft over, had not Great 
Britain too deeply interefted itfclf in the fatal 
Struggle, and that too at a Crilis, in my: poor 
Opinion, equally unfeafonable for its Intcrdt 
and its Glory. We are already engaged in a 
m'::llt jullifiable, bec:mfe necelfary War with a 
mighty Power, our Wealth was drain'd to the 
very Vitals by foreign Depredations and home 
Supplies; ollr Commerce vilibly decay'd, when, 
by j;-Jl11e Motivcs too deep for my Pcnetration, 
we nm to the i\fiiftance of a Family, not O\'cr 
grateful for good Offices, and neglect the Calls 
of Self-defence. I could fay more, but my 
Zeal for the Welf ... re of my Country, might, 
perhaps, tranfport me too far. 

You 
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You have faid enough, Madam, anfwe.'d 

Pbiletes, to convince us you have made the 
Study of Politicks more your Care, than YOll 

would feem to have done; and alfo that you 
were not of the Number of thofe who en­
couraged a Propofal made fome Time fince in 
the publick Papers for a yoluntary Contri­
bution among the Nobility and Gentry. in 
order to make a Prefent to the Q:.leen of Hun-
gary. . 

No indeed, cry'd {he hafl:ily, and was with 
fome Difficulty perfuaded, that anyone could 
ever think of fuch a Thing in camefi. ,-It 
was a Piece of Generofity which, I dare far, 
Marilla never found equalI'd in all the Ro­
mances {he had read: For tho' I think there 
have been Heroes who negleeted the Defence of 
their own Dominions to eftablifh other Prince'; 
in theirs, yet I never heard their Subjeets con­
tributed their Money, as well as Blood, for 
carrying on the War. 

How niggardly you are, Bel!immzte, faiel 
Etbelinda: I know a Lady 'who intended to 
fell all her Plate and Jewels for that PUI"pofe : 
Now, I warrant you would rather difpofe uf 
yours to purchafe Ammunition [or our Fleet in 
the lf7ijl Iwlies. 

'Veil, Ladies, f;lid Dorin/hIlS, fince you 
have thefe N~)tions, I know not whether I dare 
n:nture to 1hew you a Scheme drawn up by a 
Friend of mille, who is a great Proje~lor, in 
order to be pre[cnted to Parliament next Sci:" 
lions, for the Rclil:f of the Qyeen of Ilullgmy. 

It muit be a good Invention, reply'd Etht­
lil/da, that can find any new "Vay:s of railing 

MOlley, -
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Moncy, when there is fcarcc fufficicl1t in the 
Nation to fupply thc old; therefore I bcn- to 
I 

. b 
lcar It. 

Darin/bus, at there Words, took a Piece of 
Papcr out of his Pocket, and read as follows: 

A PROPOSAL, 
• 

Humbly offer'd to the ConjideratioJl of {eli) 

HOUSES of PAR L I AM E N T. 

Containing an eafy Method of raifln?; lVloncv 
for affifting the Qy E EN of HUN GAR } ~ 
humbling the POWER of FRANCE, 
preferving the BALANCE of POWER in 
EUROP E, and fecuring his MAJESTY'i, 

foreign DOMINIONS. 

THAT all Gentlemen, .of what Degree (ci1J,,· 
(the Right Reverend the Bijho/,; 1I0t e:rCr'pi,ri) 

p?f[efs'd of Sine-cures, Jbould be oblig'd tQ ,·e/;II­
quijh, for the aforifaid Purpofcs, all Pr~(it; 
arijing frolll th'::l1C1', over (l7Id above what is rf­
cri'iJ'd ly tb,' PLTjims who aClually ,?,/jiciat,·. 

II. T!.·at all ,Vcblcmm, Gmt/mun, cr ot'',,'n, 
7uho r,'ccive Salt/rics fi-om tbe Cro1un, (X(((j:,./: 

three thouJawl POl/nds i'er Ammm, jl.'OI,ld, olil ~I 
roery ThouJmd over mu! above lhe jlid SUII" 
~"IJZu three hund,-ed P ollntls; OI,-d d,i s to be t"".! 
at the 'Time if their rffCh·il1g fbi lrho!,'. 

IIL 
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Ill. crhat all L!JVers of Italian Painting jbould, 

for e-very Piece of fitch Ornament in tbeir HOllj~'S. 
'valued at above jive hundred Pounds, pay jifty 
pounds into tbe Howls of tbe GoverJJmmt, /cr 
every hundred Pounds it call b.' pro'll' d to bav.' [Cit 
upwards a the laid Sum qf five hUlldred Potl1lt/.,. 

IV. hat all AElors if Plays, and Inter/uclt'S, 
or tbat are Singers, Dancers, or otherwIe pn-­
finll in thoft Entertainments, who ha'1.'e Salm';d' 
amoullting to mOI-e than four Pounds pcr Ired, 
(bculd pay two Sbillings out of CVNY Pound tb<"j 

r"eive ablT"!! th~ laid Sum of Jour Pounds_ 
V. And tbat all thcfe Sums ./hould he lw,-h,'ri 

by Col/eElors who ./hall pLTform tbis QlJice grati.e. 
and withJllt allY DeduElion fll' 'Trouble or Ex­
pences of what Kind foe'ller, which may attmd the 
Gathering in of tbe laid Slims. 

This Propofal gave a goon deal of Di\'cr­
{ion to us all, and Etbclhzda [,id, That, if it 
had been ferious, there could not be a lefs op­
preffive Taxation, fillce no Body would have 
any Thing taken from thc:m but what they 
might very well fpare. But as for BuildicW, 
added {he, Gard2nin;,;, Jewels, Pbte, Eql!i?;'f~' 
and Tables, they keep our Poor from Idknt:(" 
employ our Artificers, :md arc an EnCOll1':l~,e­
ment to 'rrade in general; therdclrc arc Luxl!-

~ 

ries which merit IIldlll~~nce, and clight nen'!' 
to be tax'd but ill the bil N'ec<:iIit;;, v;l.idl I 
hope will ncver be ollr C.lfe_ 

Thefe whimlical PropoLtls v.;oul,! dcubtlcfs 
have furnilh'd a long Cl'I1verLtion had nut the 
Hour arriv'd in which we gCller:t1Jy took Le~';e. 
The graciuus Et!'dillda told us at partini'., fLc 

lit:!)r' ,j 
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defir'd we woulLl poftpone ollr next Vifit aD:!." 
longer than that on which we were accufioIn'd 
to wait upon her; becaufe, faid ihe, I intend 
to (et Ollt for tlle Country tile next lVlorning 
and {hall be glad your engaging Converf?tiOI; 
may be the lafi I hear in Town, to the End 
my Memory m:ly he the better able to earn' 
it with me on the Road. . 

So obliging a Compliment demanded the Inofi 
grateful Acknowledgments from liS all; but We 
could not hear ollr Happinefs was fa near a 
Clore, without tdl:ifying the utmoft Concern, 
which a1/o receiv'd a confiderable Addition by 
being told the charming Be!!illlante was to ac· 
company her in that Journey, and that they 
did not purpofe to return 'till Winter. 
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