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DAY the F1r T n.

HE GStory of Marilla had made fo

creat an Impreffion on the Minds of

thofe that Leard 1t, that, the next
Time we had the Honour of attending Ethe-
linda, the Converfation was very much en-
grofs’d by it. Bellimante could not forgive
Carlos for not renewing his Addrefles to her
alter the became a Widow, ’till Acaffo ac-
quainted her, that he liv’d but a fmall Time
after fhe had rejelted him. Philetes accus’d
her Relations of Imprudence as well as Cruelty,
in not prote&ting her from thofe Diftrefles,
which render’d any falfe Step the might have
been guilty of more confpicuous, as People are
under no Reftraint in their Cenfures of an
unfortunate Perfon. Ethelinda faid, fthe
thought that to preferve from finking a Wo-
man of fuch real Merit was a Duty incum-
bt on all thofe, who were even barely ac-
quainted with her. As it is utterly impotible,

(aid Dorinthus, a Mind at once fo delicate and
refulute
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refolute could be fubdued by any ordinary M.
thods, 1 fhould bz forry to be aflur’d they
could be a Man ~ile en-ugh, after hs i
triumpl’d in the Manner A:.cg/?a feems to ap-
prchend, to leave fo glortous a Conguddt defo-
I1te, and expofed to the Infults of any future
Spailer.

Ah, Dorinthus, faid Adiranda, the Pride of
having it in your Power to {ubdue, 1s often
the moft powerful Excitement your Sex has in
addrefling ours ;3 and, tho’ Vanity 1s a Vice
charg’d wholly on us, the Difregard many
‘Nomﬂn have been treated with, when thw
have no lenger any “Thing to arant, fufficiently
Proves, that the Men have at leai’c an equal
share. .

T'rue, my Dear, rejoin’d Dellimante, and |
would have every Woman confider, when
clofely prefs’d by a belov’d Adorer, and perhaps
too by her own fecret Inclinations, that, if fhe
yields, fhe but fhares in the ‘foy, while the
Remorfe, the Shame, and whatever ill Confe-
quences may enfue, is all Aer szvn @ The proud
‘I'riumpher has no Ruin of Charalter, no Lofs
of Fame to glare him in the Iface, and, having
gain’d what he defir’d, forgets the Diffcultics
by which 1t was attain’d. — His {oft Profd-
fions, — his Vows of everlafting Conftancy,
— hlS well-counterferted Agmmes — All the
innumecrable Artifices he put in Pradtice to fe-
duce, arc then no more remember’d, and cold
Indifference 1s the beft of what fucceeds Pofief-
ficn.  Since then all the Evil, of giving way
to a Tendernefs of this Sort, is on the Wo-
man’s Side, how little Thuufrht mult fhe have

T {10
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who encourages it? as a late cclebrated Poet
jullly fays 3

Such is the Fate wnhappy TFcmen frud,

And fuch the CGurfe entail’d upon our Kind,

That Man, the lawwlefs Libcrtine may rove,

Free and unqueflion’d, thrs’ the IVilds of Love :
While IWoman, Senfe and Nature’s cafy Feal,
If paor weak 1P eman fwerve from FVirtue’s Rule s
If, ftrongly charm’d, fhe leave the thorny 1Vay,
And i1 the fofter Paths of Pleafure ftray ;

Ruin enfues, Repireach and endl [s Shame,

And one fm_’/.:s' Step entirely damns her Fame :

In varn with Lcars the Lofs fhe may deplore,

In vain look back to what fhe was before,

She fets, like Stars that fall, to vife wuo more.

I am therefire apt to imacine, continued
this charming f.ady, that, 1t Mariia il sl
this War, her Misfortunes mauit firit have lin-
pair’d her Underftanding.

A fine Underflanding, Madam, anfwer’d
Philctes, and 2l the Accumplifhments, which
 Aeaflo enumerated as center’d in this unfortu-

nate Lady, are not always a fufficient Guard
againft the Power of Love. I believe you
will allow, that Beriuthia was pofleit of them
in as great a [Degree as moit of her Sex: Yt
how did an ill-fated Paflion fway her ! How
unhappy have two iluftrious Families been
made by the little Government fhe was able to
preferve over her Inchnations! This 1s too
known a Truth ; but as the Particulars of the
Affair may not have reached the Ears of this

Company, and have been lately related to me,
by
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by one who could not be decetv’d in them,
nor is capable of deceiving others ; P»Ih“}h
the Repetition may not be dlfawrceable — Ag
he addreﬁ:’d thefe laft Words to £ thelinda, (he
inftantly reply’d, Nothing I fhould defire more
than to be fully inform’d of that Adventure ;

becaufe many Things, which heard in the frmﬁ,
ocive us a fhocking Idea of the Per{fons con-
cern’d, are often very much alleviated by a
perfc& Knowledge of the Circumfitances ; and
I hope this of Berinthia may furnifh me at leaft
with fome Excufes for her Conduct.

I am fcrry, Madam, to fay, refumed Pl
letes, that nothing but the uncommon Per-
feétions of the Obje& of her Paflion can be
any Sort of Plea for the Errors it has made
her guiley of ; but I will not poitpone the (u
tmﬁty [ have excited, ecr anticipate any «
thofe Remarks, Whlch this Company cans
fail ¢t making on what I fhall relate.

The Story of BERINTHI/

S H E was marry’d, faid Philetes, as cvern
cne knows, extreamly young to Lcontins,:
Nobleman whofe Birth, Fortune, and perfoni
cood Qualities render’d him every way de-
{fcrving her : She had never given the lea
Teftimonies that her Heart felt any Repur-
nance 1in difpofine her Hand ; and for u

Ting
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Time they were look’d upen as a Pair per-
fitly happy in each cother.  This is moft cer-
tain, that Leontiuslov’d, I may fay doated, cn
her, with the utm:{t Profulicn of Fendnefs ;
and, if fhe did not return it with altogether fo
much Vielence, it rather feem’d as if {he were
reftrain’d more by the Micdcity of her Sex,
thin Want of Inclination. "The lealt pene-
trating Eye might difcern, that all fhe then
knew of the tender Faflion was 1n lus Favour,
as he preferr’d the Pleafures of a Country-life,
to any the 'own aftorded, (poflibly that he
might with lefs Interrupticn enjoy the Society
of his ador’d Spcufe) fhe never regretted con-
tinuing there, cven in that Seafon of the Year,
when Fields and Mecadows lofe all their Beau-
ties, «nd 1ndeed in every Thinzy feem’d to
like as he did, and to have no other Defires
than what were infpi’d by him.

They were in this Retirement, wben Amia-
rantha came down to pafs fome Weceks with
her :—Fatal Friendfhip ! — Deftrudlive Vifit !
—Equally ruinous to the Peace of both'!
Celadon at that Time made his Addrefies to
that Lady, and, under Pretence of paying his
Refpelts to Leontius, fcllow’d her thither, in
crder to profecute his Love: 'The engaging
Qualities and agreeable Perfon of this young
Nobleman are too confpicuqgus to all, who have
ever feen him, to {tand in need of any De-
fcription 5 fo I fhall only fay, that they recciv’d
a confidcrable Addition from that.¥Yirc, which
animated his Eyes in Prefence of his ador’d
Amarantha. Berinthia had often feen him be-

fore, but had never given herfelf the T'roubls
to
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to examine into his Merits with that unhappy
Diftinétion f{he now did. ‘The tender
and paflionate 'T'hings which fhe was often
Witnefs of, tho’ utter’d to another, f{unk in
her Soul, and had all the Effe€t on her }e
aim’d to infpire in her fair Friend: Here dig
fhe fuck in the delicious Poifon, which by
fwitt Degrees diffus’d itfe]f thro’ all her Veins,
and became the Bune of~her Honour and all
the Happinefs of Leontius.

Celadon, little fufpecting what had happen’d
in her Heart, would frcquently entreat her
good Offices for him to Amarantha, and {he as
often prcmife him ; which Promifes fhe in
Truth perform’d, but it was to gratify the
Pleafure fhe tock in f{peakinz of him, that
made h.r fo rcadily comply. *Tis likely
indeed that the exceflive Praifes fhe beltow’d
on him went no nconfiderable Way in in-
fluencing Amarantha in his Favour, tho’, be'n:
of a very referved Temper, fhc carelully con-
cealed the Inclination fhe had to reward his
Paflion. The Indifterence, with which f{a
alwavs anfwered Bermmthia, flattered her witha
Hope 1t would never be a Match; for, the
married herfelf, the Thoughts of feeing lim
fo was a Dagger to her Soul ; at latt, how-
ever, that J.ady took her Leave, and he ob-
tained her Permiffion to conduct her to 1 own.
But the terrible Inquietudes Berinthia fclt at
lofing his Prefence, join’d with the aggravating
Circumftance of his being gone with her Ri-
val, left her no room to hope fhe could live
without him : She no longer found any Sats-
faCtion mn obliging her Hufband, nor any Ple-

: K
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fures in a Country-life : — Her once gay and
lively Temper was converted into a {fullen
Melancholy. She would fit whole Hours
bury’d as it were in "Thought ; and, when in-
cerrupted, anfwer with a Peevifhnefs which
thew’d, if fhe were capable of any Pleafure,
it was only in her own Meditations.

The ever affiduous Leontius obferved this
Change in her -with an infinite Concern, tho’
far from imputing it to the real Caufe, or hav-
ing any Guefs at his Misfortune, and endea-
vour’d, by all the tender Demonftrations of
Love in the Power of Man to give, to alleviate
her Difcontent. But fhe, infenfible to cvery
Thing but the Idea of the too charming Cela-
don, and, impatient to fee again the dear Ori-
ginal of that enchanting Image he had left in
her Breaft, pretended, that the Country-air
did not agree with her Conftitution, and told
him, ‘That, as fhe had fuffered the Decay it
brought upon her 1n Complaifance to him, fhe
expected he would have fo much for her as to
permit her to quit it, at leaft for a Time : Net,
{ad fhe, that I would have you go to a Place
you are averfe to; for, as foon as I ain a little
recover’d, I will come here agzain.

As it was impoflible for hcr to declare any
Inclination he was nct glad to gratify, he was
far from oppofing this ; but could not be pre-
valled upon to {tay behind her, tmagining, no
doubt, -but his Company would ftill add to the
Contentment fhe expected to find in Lordon.—
Miftaken Man! Could any Thing have em-
bitter’d the Pleafure of this Journey, it would
bave been his partaking it ; but this fhe was

) oblig’d
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oblig’d to diflemble, and every Thing being pot
ready for their Departure, withas much Expedi-
tion as pofiible, they fet out from their Country-
{cat, to which they never return’d together more.

As they drew nearer London, the very
Thoughts the was beginning to breath the fame
Air with that of the ador’d Geladon, reftored
great Part of that Spirit, which fo lately feem'd
banifhed from her languid Eyes: Leontius, with
Pleafure, faw the Alteration, and told her,
‘That he doubted not but the would be foon re-
cover’d ; at which fhe fighed, and faid, She
wifh’d that fhe were not already too far gone.

Too far, indeed, in that worft Diftemper
of the Mind, a lawlefs Flame ; but, 2s he took
thefe Words only in a literal Senfe, and had
no Notion of the Meaning contained in them,
he affured her, fhe fhould want no Means of
Relief. Thus did they entertain cach other;
He, venting the cordial Aftediions of his Soul
in the moit affedtionate Terms ; She, forcing
herfelf to return his Endearments with a cold
Civilitv, till they arriv’d in Town, where the
firft News they heard was of the Marriage «f
Celadon and Amarantha, a 'Thing long before
agreed upon by the ¥Friends of both, and now
con{fummated.

This Intelligence, tho’ of a Thing flie ex-
pected, cave her the moft poinant Anguith ; but
when fhe was told the new married Pair were
come to vifit her, fhe was in {fuch Conifufion,
as might have given fome Sufpicion of th
Caufe, had not the fixt Opinion, that fhe la-
boured under fome bodily Indifpofition, prevent-

ed any one from diving any further. Siie
Wi
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was once or twice about excufling herfelf from
feeing them, under Pretence of her ill Health ;
but then the cextreim [mipatience fhe had, to
feaft her Eyes with the Sight of her ador’d
Celadon, made her rcfolve, rather than be de-
oriv’d of that, to endure the Company of her
now hated, becaufe happy Rival : Tho’ the
Conftraint fhe fuffered, in receiving them in
any Manner befitting their’s, or her own Cha-
ralter, may more ealily be imagined than

defcribed. |
The firft Shock over, fhe becaan, however,
to be fomewhat lefs perplex’d ; her good Senfe
reprefenting to her, "That, as the was not in a
Condition to receive his honourable Vows,
they might as.well be given to #Amarantha, as to
any other ;3 and her Virtue fometimes remon-
ftrating, that fhe ought to ufe her utmoit Ef-
forts to extinguifh a Paflion not only unwar-
rantable, but hopelefs, fhe fet herfelf in good
Farneft abcut ity or at leaft thought fhe did
fo. Happy had fhe Dbeen, could fhe have ac-
comphifh’d fo glorious o« Work : — But, alas t
the Meafures fhe took werc too weak for fuch
1 Tatk, and ferved only more to cafhare her
in the fatal Labyrinth. Inftecad of {hunning
his Converfation, as the might eafily have done,
by returning into the Country, fhe flatter’d
herfelf, that, as he knew not hor bentiments
of him, fhe might indulge the Pleafure of
fecing him without a Crime, and that, by
being much with him, fthe fhould in T'ime con-
vert her Paflion into a kind of fifterly Aficétion
tor him, This, as I was informed by one who
had it from herfelf, was a Mecethod fhe ima-
M 2 giiI{:Ll
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gined would fucceed ; it feemed, however, tle
moft eafy, and what fhe was refolv’d to purfue.
To this End, Parties of Pleafure were con-
tinually form’d, in which Geladon was always
{fure to make one, and fometimes, for De-
cency’s Sake, Amarantha. As for Leontius,
the little Delight he took in any of the Town-
Amufements, was a f{ufhicient Excufe for her
not to prefs him over much; fo that fhe had
frequently the Opportunity of being attended
to the Mall, the Opera, Play, and Mafque-
rade, by the Object of her Affections, without
the Prefence of any one who might have been
a Check on her Behaviour. Her A&ions,
however, were perfeltly innocent for a Time,
whatever her Thoughts were ; but every one
knows the Danger of too great an Intimacy
between Perfons of a different Sex. — So free
a Converfation, with one of the lovelieft We-
men Iin the World, and the Marks of Friend-
fhip fhe treated hun with, by Degrees infpir'd
him with Defires more warm than was con-
{iftent with his Vows to Amaranitha, whic,
join’d to fome little' Difputes with that Lady,
occafion’d by a lefs Conformity of Tempe:s
than could be wifhed, made him never think
himfelf fo happy as in Berinthia’s Company,
"The Tendernefs he now began to feel for her,
rend’ring him 2 more clofe Obferver of he
ILooks, {oon difcovered to him that he was not
indifferent to her ; and, thus embolden’d, heh
fitated not one Day, as they were fitting alone
together in her Chamber, to declare, how
happy he fhould have thought himfelf had For-
tune put him in the Place of Leontius. 1ASL}}EI
o0k’
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look’d full in her Eyes while he difclos’d him-
{elf, he faw there all the Tokens of a great
Surprize, but it was a Surprize of Joy, not
Indignation. She blufth’d, hung down her
Head, and with a Sich anfwered, It was
Pity that a State, inftituted by Heaven, thould
often be the Means of rendering thofe who
enter’d nto 1t miferable, as, faid fhe, is but too
frequently the Cafe.—Y ou fee before your Eyes
an Example of it, Madam, rcplied he, finge
it deprives me cf all Hope of being favour’d,
in the Manner I could wifh, by the charm-
ing Berinthia 3 yet {he herfelf doubtlefs has no
Reafon to regret her Lot l—Ah, Celadon ! cry’d
fhe, looking on him with Eyes fwimmingz in
the moft tender Languifhments, How little do
ou know what pafles in my Heart! Y ¢s,

‘}’am one of thofc unhappy Perfons who know
all the Difcontents, but nothing of the Joys
of Marriage. I was difpofed of to Leontius
at an Age when I was incapable of judging
what was valuable in Mankind, and I have
fince had Eyes but too diftinguithing for my
eternal Peace. — Can there be a Man, faid he,
taking her Hand which trembled at hisTouch, {o
bleft to be preferred in your Eftcem to Leontiss @
O ! proceed, continued he, in the kind Confi-
dence you have begun to place in me, and tell
me, Is there a Pofiibility he can be infenfible
or thanklefs ?—DPrefs me no more, interrupted
the, in an extream Confufion, 1 have alrcady
faid too much, unlefs you know how to pity, by
your own, thofc Agonies of Heart which force
my Tongue to {peak.--Ah, Berinthia ! anfwer’d
he, think you I am {o poor a Judee of all that's
M 3 charm-




246 The Lady's Drawing Roon.

charming in your Sex, as not to feel for you
all that a defpairing Paflion can infhict P
Yes, Madam, let your Tendernefs for this
happy, nameclefs He be cver {o tranfcendant,
mine will more than equal it. Heavens,
cry’d he, that for a Moment I could aflume
the Shape, the Voice of th's fo favoured Rival,
and, undifdain’dy ponr out my Vows of e\ cr-
iafting Love on this foft, yiclding Breaft. He
tiod the Temerity to catch her in his Arms s
he fpoke thefe laft Words, and preft her to
him with fuch a Fervor as almoift ftopt he
Breath ; 21l the weak Refolutions fhe had
form’d cof preferving her Virtue, while fhe in-
dulg’d her Love, were now f{wallow’d up in
an Abyfs of Rapture, and fhe had Power to
{fay no more than, O Grladenn 7 1 am loft |—
"Too well, O dear Enchanter of my Soull you
know the guilty Secret: Too well are ac-
quainted for whofe Almighty Charms I have
learn’d tc hate Leewtius. ~ But Amarantia!
Amaranira, purfucd flie, as foon as fhe could 2
little recover herfclf, has too much Merit to
be eclips’d by me. Name not Amarartha,
thou Idol of my Scul, cry’d he ; could I have
once hop’d Fatc had a Blefling, fuch as I now
enjoy, in Store for me, my fond Heart had ne-
ver thrown away a Wifh on her, or aught but
the adorable Berinthia ! Berinthia, in whom
the Charms of her whole Sex are united. All
the I'ime he was fpeaking he purfucd every
Meafure impatient Love infpires for the Cem-
pletion of his Conqueft, which at length was
as perfelt as either of them wifhed.

Having
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Having thus ventur’d to break thro’ the
Bonds of Honour, Gratitude, and Duty, all
Care of Reputation feem’d beneath Regard ;
wholly taken up, and tranfported with cach
other’s Charms, they abandon’d themfelves to
all the Extravagance of their unbounded, wild
Defires, gwving f{uch publick Teftimonics of
the Flame with which they mutually were
¢+fleft, that none who faw them but muft read
it in their every Look and Action.  Lrontius
was the Iaft that would believe his Misfortune :
As for the injur’d Amarantha, the {poke loudly
of it, and not only uphrndcd her Hufband in
Terms which, I muft fay, were not the moft
proper to recla:m him, but alfo proclaim’d his
Injuftice in all Companies : Tho’> his good
Senfe could not but remind him he was gutlty
of a Fault, yet he could not bear to hear it
repeated by others, whom he look’d upon to have
no Concern in - his Affairs; and this occafion’d
fuch continual Diffention between them, that
it was impoflible for any two People to live
more difagrceably together.

Leontius, confirm’d by a thoufand Circumftan-
ces, and moit by the carelefs Airs with which
Berinthia reply’d to any Queftion he put to her
on that Head, was prevail’d upon to fet Spies
on her, in order to {urprize her with her Lover,
and then to fuc out a Divorce. Nothing
couid be more eafy than to make {uch a Dif-
covery : He was very foon mmform’d they were
at a little retir’d Houfe, fome few Miles out
of London, which Crladenn had hir’d on Pur-
pofe for their Meeting : On which, tho’ they
Tay much azainft his fecret Inclmatlon, he

M 4 went,
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went, accompany’d by {fome Friends, who
were to ferv‘e as WitnefrES. Ccf(?dﬂn, however,
had Notice of their Approach, and made hiy
Efcape ; but the Warning arriv’d not timely
enough for Berinthia to do fo too, and, difdain-
ing to conceal herfelf, as probably fhe might
have done, rcceiv’d her injur’d Lord with g
much Intrepidity in her Countenance, as there
was Grief in h's. Ah! Madam, faid he, |
find the Country has Charms for you when
they are not poifon’d by the Prefence of Loy
tius.—People’s Mind, will alter, anfwered {he
I may approve that at fome T'imes, which at
others I may deteit; but a jealous Hufband is
what I would fly any where to avoid.——How
little T deferve that Name, refumed he a little
warmly, the World can anfwer for me, who
{aw with what Unwillingnefs I was broupht to
believe a Misfortune you have taken too little
Care to conceal. But, continued he, ’tis
Proofs which muft now condemn or abfolve
thofe Sufpicions the Imprudence of your Con-
duét has excited. A fcornful Smile was all-
the Reply fhe made, and that Moment e,
and thofe he brought with him, went out of
the Room to fearch the Houfe, not doubting
but they fhould there find Ciladon, as they
certainly would have done, had not Bermnthia,
indolent in every Thing that regarded herfelf,
but anxious for her Lover, and exnecting that
fome tume or other they might be betray’d,
obliged him to have always a Horfe ready
faddled, which, on the firft Notice given by a
Scout at a little Diftance from the Houfe, he

might mount, and get oft by a back Wan.
Tlys
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This fhe had two Views in; firft, to prevent
a Quarrel, the Event of which was uncertain ;
and the next, to deprive Leontius of Proofs
fufficient to procurc a Divorce ; for, tho’ fhe
withed nothing more than to live in an eternal
Separation, fhe knew, if it were brought about
that Way, the Law would leave great Part (of
her Fortune in his Hands ; and belides, give
him a Power of profecuting her belov’d Celadon -
To hinder either of thefe Evils fhe afterwards
had recourfe to an Invention infinitely lefs to
be forgiven, than that which the Impetuofity of
her Paflion had made her guilty of. _

After Leontius and his Friends had quitted
the Houfe, difappointed of the Proofs, but con-
vinc’d in their Minds of her Difthonour, fthe
went to meet Geludon at a Place they had be-
fore agrced upon, and from thence to a pri-
vate Lodging, determined to return no more
to her Lord : Neither did he make any Over-
tures to her for that Purpofe, bemng advis’d to
the contrary ; his Houfe was opcn to receive
her, in Cafe fhe thought hAt to come, and the
Law required no further Condecfcenfion on his
Part.

But this Lady, who, as I faid betore, had
other Views, f{cnt for all her Friends, and told
themm, That the il Tieatment fhe hal met
with from Leantiushad oblig’d her toleave him,
and withal to reveal a Sceret which fhould
ever have Been bury’®d in her Breaft, Rud he
behaved to her with Civility ; and this was,,
that, by Naturc being render’d incapable of
having any Children, he had marry’d her only
with a View her large Eftate fhould devolve on

M s his
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his Family, which, faid fhe, would be fo
oreat an Injuftice to my Kindred, that I could
not die in Peace if acceflory to it.

Thus, making it their Intereft to aflift he
in procuring a Divorce, every Thing was pre-
paring on her Side to bring in a Bill of Jmpoten:y
againft her Hufband ; and on his, to fummon
whatEvidences they could to form one of Aduliery
againft her ; but this unthought of Acecufation
put a Stop to all their Proceedings ; for, if the
Marriage was unlawful, he had no Right t
call her Aétions to Account.

The Town was very much divided in therr
Opinions concerning the "I'ruth of this Affair;
but I believe the greater Part, if we take in
the Ladics, were on Bermmthia’s Side, few of
them being unable to believe one of their own
Sex, and efpecially one of Berinthia’s Birt
and Education, could be guilty of fuch a For-
rery ; and this ferv’d as fome Sort of an Excufe
for the Intimacy between her and Cilad:,
which they grew f{o publick m, that none
could make a Doubt of 1t. "T'hat Nobleman,
mmpos’d upon, as well as the reft of the
World, by her Accufation of her Hufband,
became the more endear’d to her for the
Wrong he imagin®d fhe had fuftained, and
poor Amarantha was in a manner quite aban-
don’d by him. "

Leontius, whom all the Certainty of her In-
fidelity could not entirely make her Encmy,
becaime impatient at this fecond Infult, and, rs
there was no other Way to vindicate his Cha-
rafler from the Afperfion fthe had fo cruclly
calt on it, {fubmitted to an Examination of

the



The Lady's Drawing Room. 2351

the Truth, by fome Perf{ons appointed for that
Purpofe, and who were on Qath to report
according to the beft of their Judgment, with-
out being prejudiced in Favour of cither Party.
Thefe Gentlemen all agreeing, T'hat he was,
s he had ever been f{uppos’d, perfeltly capa-
ble of having Iflue, the Calumny fell imme-
diately to the Ground, and the fair, treacherous
Author of it was condemn’d by thof{e who before
had moft efpous’d her Caufe. Celadon, who
had more than any one taken care to inform
himfelf of the Truth of the Buflinefs, was as
fully convinced as the reft, and no {ooner was
(0, than all the Charins of Beriathia could not
preferve his Affection. Inftead of the long
fuffering, injur’d Wiic, as he before believ’d
her, he now found her the Hypocrite, the De-
ceiver, the unjult Accufer, and the moft un-
crateful, and unprovok’d Defiler of the Mar-
riace-Bed.  Thote Deauties, which had at-
rradted  his Admiration, were now {0 much
wshour’d, by the difcover’d Deformity of her
niind, that he becaime almoft to hate what
he fo lately had ador’d. He broke oftt ull
Converfation with her, was reconcil’d to Arn-
wutha, and aftbam’d of having wrong’d her ;
nor could zll tie Endeavours, and Artihces of
te fulr IdCluder temot Lim to her Arms agana,

Legutins, iow fuly cleared in the Oninion
cf the whole Workl, neglelted nothing to do
sanfelf Juftice, and doubtlefs would foen have
abtain’d the Sanét on of the Law for a Divorce,
irom a Perfon who had olready divore’d her-
{felf from his Love and Bed, if hor {udden
Death had not fuv’d the Pleaders the Trouble,

and
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and put an End to all his Shocks on hey
Account.

This, Madam, continued Pbhiletes, was the
Progrefs and End of an Amour, which indeec,
from its very Beginning, had the Guilt of ;
double Wrong, and could promife no better
Confequences ;3 and I with that my Account
could furnifh more Matter of Excufe for the
Behaviour of that unhappy Lady.

I think, faid Ethelinda, Fate has been very
kind in taking her from the World, before her
Diforace receiv’d its full Completion ; and, fince
it has happen’d fo, the greateft AcCt of Friend-
fhip that can be paid her, is not to menticn
her, and endeavour to forget there ever was
fuch a one, as much as pofiible.

"T'his Age, cry’d Lucillius, has been ﬂrnnn’ch
fruitful in Inventions fuch as Berinthia’s: A
Ladv, who brings a large Fortune to her Hul-
band, and arterwards takes 1t mto her Head to
like another Man better, has only to excufe
herfelf by prefently accufing him of a naturil
Impediment ! Would it not thercfore be
a very wholefome [aw to oblige both Par-
tics to make Trial of each other before the
Ceremony is perform’d, which cofts fo much
Time and Money to render afterwards mvaid?

The Gentlemen of the long Robe woull
fcarce thank you for th's Propofition, reply'd
Derinthus 3 but I cannot help agrecemng with
vou, That we have had {fo many Inﬁancca of
the Ladics taking this Method of recovering
their Portions and Perfons, as makes it in a
manner neceflary fome new Forms of fecu-

ring them to ourfelves fhould be found \sl;r
"ho
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Who that faw the Marriage of Horatius and
Rofinda ; He, juitly accounted a Man of the
ftricteft Honour, beft Senfe, and greateft Ac-
complithments ; She fam’d for an uncommon
Sweetnefs of Difpofition, and exemplary Vir-
tue : Who, I fay, that had feen fuch a Pair
united, but would have believ’d they had becen
fo for Life ? And yect, how fhort a Time was
he become a Hufband, before his elop’d Wife
left him to mourn her Lofs in a widow’d Bed !
And for whom were her Aftections thus per-
verted from their right Channel ? Why, for
an Obje& as inferiour to her noble Spoufe, as
fhe was in Beauty to a certain Lady who had
been rejeéted for her Sake, and who, conftant
to her firft Flame, ftill preferves the tendercft
Wifhes for him fhe could not infpire with
Love.

‘Who that knew with what a real Satisfa&tion
the fair Amiana was conduéted to the Altar,
and pledg’d her Vows to Lifimoere, but would
have been afiur’d the never could have thought
a fecond Obje&t worthy to fupplant him ?
Yet, after a few Months, did the not fly his
Houfe, nay, to be fecure from his Purfuit, the
Kinadom, and contented herfelf to live in a
forcion Clime, mean and obfcure, with a2 Man
low born and bred, and who had no one Thing
in him to excufe the Folly fhe committed 2
And have not both thefe Ladies had Recourfe
to the fame Stratagem Berinthia made ufe of,
to free themfelves from a T'ie no longer agrec-
able to them ?

Many Examples of this Kind, indecd, have
happen’d, faid 4ri/fo ; but they have been yeft

lefs
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lefs aftonifhing to me, than fome Accounts
have lately had of El/ifmonda : A Lady educa-
ted in the fevereft Principles of Virtue, and
of fo timid a Modefty, that the moft refpeé:-
ful Salute from any but her Lord would call
the Blood into her Cheeks : Yet, in a f{hort
Time after her Marriage, fhe feem’d to take
a Kind of Pride in making the World belicve
her Hufband was the laft Man in 1t fhe thought
worthy of her ; and, when reprov’d by a near
Relation of her Hufband’s, and at laft menac’d
with a Bill of Divorce, had the Front to re-
ply, That there were certamn Occafions which
allow’d a Wiife the fame Privilege, and that fhe,
perhaps, micht make no Scruple to claim it.

Mofit Pcople, however, fuid Becllimante, he-
liev’d her innocent 1 Fadt, and had not one
"I'ranfadtion after fhe went ubroau given the
Iye to that good Opinion, her Lord would
have retain’d the whole Blame of the Difcord
between them.

I am far from jultifying Eifmenda, {uid the
{\wweet Ethelinda 3 butif there are in Nature any
Excufes to be made for a Wife, who offuncas
mn the Manner the has done, they doubtl]
211 are on her Side. &She was 1 the Bloom ¢f
Beauty when made a Bride 5 her Soul guntle,
renerous, and as entircly free from il Ay
and Affeflation as her exterior lborm. A
thoufand good Qualities gave the YWarkl a Pre-
mife {he would be one of 1ts chief Ornaments ;
nor would her Aftons, I am confident, cver
have bely’d that Hope, had {he been marry’d
to a Perfon who had known the Value ot her,

and treated her according to her Merits 3 but
th
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the Delicacy of her Way of thinking ill agreed
with the rough unpolifh’d Behaviour of her
Lord : She had too much Good-Senfe not
to perceive his Want of it ; and her extreme
Youth render’d her incapable of refleéting,
That unworthy as he was, yet, bemng her
Hufband, it was her Duty to endeavour at
leaft to be blind to his Follies, and patient with
his Infirmities. As to the Amour, they tell us
fhe enter’d into after leaving Exgland, when
we refleét it was with the moft lovely FPrince
that Nature ever fram’d a Prince, whofe
admirable Qualities, both of Mind and Body,.
extort Efteem from even his worlt Enemies,
it will {carce deferve Wonder, that fhe thould
be but too fenfible of them. How often
have I feen the moft feverely Virtuous of our
Sex languifh before the Pilture of that young
Hero, and cry out, O God !/ was any thir
cver [o enchanting [ If Eliftnonda, there-
forc, who faw the dazzling Original at her Feet
who heard his Wit, was Witnefs of his
every Perfetion, did yicd to an irrefiftible Im-
pulie in Favour of his Suit, who will not iy,
her Foible mzrited not Excufc.

Circumftances indeed, reply’d AZr7/70, make
a wide Diffcrence in the Errors occafion’d by
Love : Had the Hufband of E/ifuminda ticated
her in a Manner worthy of her, fhe had ce:-
tainly never left him, or if Chance had
brought her to the Prefence of the lovely
Prince you mention, her whole Stock of naiu-
ral Softnefs being already fix’d on the Perfon
alotted for her, cven the tranfcendent (:ah-

ties of her illuftrious Lover had made no other
Imprel-
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Impreflion than that of Refpetion and Admji-
ration.

I have always abfolv’d £/ifinonda in my own
Mind, faid Lucillius, not only for what might
h’lppen between her and that Prince 3 but 2
for other Faults of the fame Nature, hn:h 1
have heard luid to her Charge, merely on the
Scorc of her Hufband’s Brutality.

It muft be own’d, faid Dorinthus, {cme
Men’s Humours are intolerable ; and when we
find a Woman, whofe Conduét has been un-
blameable before Marriage, commit any Irre-
gularities after, we ought to be well affured of
his Behaviour before we lay the Blame wholly
on her.

What Dorinthus has obferv’d, rejoin’d B/
limante, puts me in mind of the moft amiable
and unfortunate Semanthe, that great Example
of fufferinz Virtue, and Martyr of a too ngid
Pty.

Ah, Bellimante, f{aid Ethelinda, you have
often began to relate the Hiftory of th.lt acc m-

plifh’d Indv, but fome unlucky Interruption
has i1l depriv’d me of the Pleafure I propcie
In knowinw the Particulars which brought her
to f{o untlmely a Fate. If vou will now favour
me fo far, I believe you will alfo lay an equil
Obligation on the whole Company.

Whatever is enjoin’d by Ethelinda, repiy’d
that beautiful Ladv, cannot be otherwife than
approv’d by every one ; Apologies therefore
would be impertinent, becaufec necdlefs, and
but delay fulflling your Requeft, fo I fhall do
it in as Drief a Manner as the Circumftances
I have to relate will admit of. b

are
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Here the paus’d a little, to recollet the Paf-
{ages fhe was about to deliver, and then, ad-
drefing her Difcourfe to Lthelinda, began in
thefe 'T'erms.

The HISTORY
O F

ADRASTUS, SEMANTHE,
and AP AMIA.

OU all know, faid fhe, that Adra/fus is
more indebted to the Gifts of Fortune than
to thofe of Nature, for the Refpcét paid him
by the World ; yet fome, who look on him
with lefs diftinguifthing Eyes, allow him a fine
Gentleman : It is certain he has a gay, polite
Behaviour, can give. his Opinion asrecably
enough on the Amufements in vogue at prefent,
goes often to Court, and can tell you what
Difh the King eats oftencft on, and when his-
Majefty has a good or bad Night, as well as his
Cook or Phyfician : Hunts with Lord Orford,
and of late ‘has the Honour of being intimate
with Lord and Lady Bath : Belides this, he
dances well, and can play fome of Handel’s
Tunes on the Harpficord and Violin. |
Thefe Perfe&tions were fo enchanting to Apa-
mia, that he no {ooner made his Addrciles to

her, In commoen with all the Ladies he faw,
whom
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whom he found young and drefs’d well, than
fhe thought herfclf the happieft Creature upon
Earth ; and endeavour’d,. by pretending the
warmeit Paflion for him, to {ccure him from
2ll her KRivals : As he has the moft tender Af-
fcction for his own Peifon, it was indeced natu-
ral for him to like her bift who feem’d mafl to
admire him, and her Artifices fuccceded {o el
us to engage his Promife to make her his Wife
but, as there was not the leaft Probability his
Father would ever be brought to give his Con-
icnty. there was an abfolute Necefiity the Ce-
remony of Marriage thould be deferr’d till Lis
Death: But Love could not attend the tedious
Form. - Adraftus was impatient for the Com-
pletion of his Defires, and Apania, fearing 2
- Denial would give him Caufe to call in queftion
the Sincerity of her Paflion, yielded her Ho-
nour into his Pofleflion, on his folemn Vow of
reftoring it to her before the Altar, as- foon as
Circumitances would give him Leave to do i,
without involving them both in Ruin.

But, while they were indulging their mu-
tual Withes, the Father of Adraftus was car-
rying on a Treaty of Marriage for him with
Semanthe. The Parents of that excellent Lady
having no Obje&tions to make againft his Pro-
pofals, and fhe, all Obedience to their Wil
and unpoflefs’d with any Idea of Love, notm
the leaft oppofing it, every Thing was agrced
upon before #Adraffus was told there was fuch
a Defign in Agitation. When inform’d of 1,
and commanded to vifit Semanthe on that Score,
he was neither pleasd at the Happinefs -

tended for him; nor fhock’d at the Injuﬂi;:a:
1€
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he muft be guilty of to Apam:ia ; but, quite in-
{enfible of either, fet himfelf about obeying his
FFather, and addrefs’d that young Beauty in
Phrafes he had too much accuftom’d himfelf
to, to be at any Lofs for. She, who had ne-
ver before been permitted to hear the Sound of
Love, took ali his Common-place Profeflions
a» fo many Tcftimonices of a real Paffion, and,
lsoking on him as the Man whom it would be
focn her Duty to love, cherifli’d the moft fa-
vourable Inclinations for him.

As every T'hing was previoufly determin’d,
the Days of Courtfhip lafted no longer than
was neceflary for the getting ready Clothes and
Equipages, and the Marriage was folemnized
with a Pomp fuitable to their Quality.

Apamia, to whom Adiaffus had never com-
municated the Aftair, and, to prevent her
from hearing of it by any other Hand, had
prevail’d on her to go into the Country, with
a Promife of coming fhortly to her, knew no-
thing of any fuch intended NMarriage, “till the
publick Papers inform’d her of the Confumma-
tion : T'he Surprize and Indignation fhe was in
may more ealilly be concciv’d than related : She
inftantly order’d her Coach to be got ready, and
was juft going to ftep into it in order to come to
London,. when Adraffus, who thought it beft to
mect the firft Fury of her Refentinent in that
Retirement, came down according to his Pro-
mife. T'he firft Words fhe accofted him with
were, Monfter | Traitor ! To which he made
no Reply, but gently taking her in his Arms,
oblig’d her to turn back and go with him into

the Houfe, where, as foon as they were enter’d,
fhe
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fhe difcharg’d a whole Volley of Reproaches
on him. Confcious how much he merited
them, he fuffer’d her to go on without offe;-
ing any Interruption, ’till he found fhe by
exhaufted her whole Stock of harfh Epithets,
as well as Breath ; and then, throwins himfuf
on his Knees before her, All this, O divine
Apamia ! cry’d he, is too mean a Punifhment
for the Crime I am guilty of.- Here, fd
he, prefenting her with his naked Sword, let
this Revenge your Caufe; all the Relucturce
with which I fhall receive the Blow is, That,
in piercing my {till faithful Heart, you mufi
alfo picrce your own dear Image there.—Death,
continucd he, after what a cruel Father has
enforc’d me to do, would be a Blefling, and
doubly fo from my Apamia’s Hand ; for, if
divorc’d from all I ever did, or ever can v,
I never will yicld to live with one I Aaze.
Thefe Words, fo foothing to that Vanity of
which few Women have a greater Share than
Apamia, difarm’d a good Part of her Refent-
ment 3 but then, refleCting that, whatever he
faid, he had put another in Pofleflion of thit
‘Title the had thought herfelf fecur’d of, it re-
new’d again, and he was oblig’d to bear a fecond
Storm of Upbraidings, which at laft ended in 2
"Torrent of Tears, on the Confideration that
the Evil lwas irremediable. With much Eo-
treaty he prevail’d on her to {it down by him,
and then told her a long Story of thc Neceflity
he was under of complying with his Father’s
Will, or being cut off from all his Patr-
mony ; aflur’d her, that he had the moft im-

placable Averfion to his Bride, and that he had
con-
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contriv’d a Scheme to get rid of her, and be
once more in a Condition of doing Juftice to
her, who only had a Right to him, and whom
hs look’d upon as his real Wife, tho’ another
at prefent enjoy’d the Name.

The latter Part of his Difcourfe had the
moft Effet upon her, and fhe prefently cry’d
out, But how is it poffible for you render
invalid a Marriage folemniz’d and confummated
as yours has been ?—By provoking her, reply’d
he, by the worft of Ufage, to quit my Houfe,
or, if fhe continues obftinately patient, to do,
as you know an Acquaintance of mine has
done, get a Iriend to be found with her in a
Manner which may give a Pretence for {ueing
out a Divorce.

On this a Gleam of Joy diffus’d itfelf all over
her Face, and looking kindly on him, And
have you then enough of Love and Honour,
faid fhe, to undertake this Stratagem for my
Sake ? 1 would undertake not only what I have
{aid, reply’d he, but every Thing that either
Heaven or Hell could fuggeft to rid me of this
detefted T'ie, and reftore me to my ever dear,
my ever ador’d Apamia. With thefe, and
fuch like flattering Aflurances, did he win her,
not only to an entire Forgivenefs, but alfo to
permit him a Continuance of thofe Endear-
ments which at firft had been the Confequences
of the Contralt between them.

The Truth is, he preferr’d the coquet Airs
of Apamia, and her affeted Paflion, infinitely
to the modeft T'endernefs with which Seman-
the return’d the -Endearments he fometimes
vouchfafed to treat her with ; but, with how

nuch
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much Indifference foever he regarded her, he
was far from daring to treat her in the Fafhiop
he had promis’d to the other : The greateft
Proof of his Neglelt fhe receiv’d, was hj;
being little at Home, and when he was i,
talking more to his Dogs and Monkey than to
her.

She would often figh, and tell him, She had
always thought the chief Happinefs of a mar-
ried Life confifted in having an agreeable Com-
panion, and a certain fincere Friend to bear
Part in every Pleafure, and foften the Weijpht
of every Care. To which he would anfwer,
in an indolent Way, That the was quite mif-
taken in her Notions, fof when People were
marry’d a Month, they had faid over all they
.could to one another,- and had nothing f{urtha
to furnifh Converfation, and then either hum a
Tune, or look out of the Window, to prove
thc T'ruth of his Argument, _

How difagrecable fuch a Behaviour muft be
to a2 Woman who had a great deal of Senfe,
had read much, and was capable of entertain-
ing, and being entertain’d in the moft elegant
Nlanner, any onc may judge s yet fthe forbore
any Reproaches on that Head, and, feemingly
contenting herfelf with fuch cold Civilitics as he
was pleas’d to tThew her, bore all his real Shichts
without the lealt Murmur to him, or Complaint
to others.

She bzcame pregnant in a fhort Time, and
that Conditicn flatter’d her with the Hope of
infpiring hum with more Tendernefs 3 but, on
the conwurary, he rather grew worfc, and by

Deeorees, cenverted the indolent Air with
= RIEa
which
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which he had behav’d to her before, into onec
altogether fullen and merofe, the Caufe of which
fhe was very much at a Lofs to guefs, tho’ the
was almoft the only Perfon who was ignorant of
i, VWhether it was that fhe had not a Strength
of Paffion fufficient to giveé her any jealous
Emotions,” or whether fhe was not by Nature
capable of it, I will not pretend to fay ; for,
in fpite of the Intimacy between us, fhe always

fpoke of every, Thing relating to her Hufband
with the greateft Referve.

It was not, however, Apamia, but a new
Objelt of hls inconftant Withes, that had
occaﬁon d -this Change n him from bad to
worfe. ‘"The gay Reli& of his own Brother
was now the only one of her whole Sex who
had any Charms for hun : He was never cafy
out of her Companyv; and fhe, too much a
Coquet by Nature, both heighten’d and en-
courag’d the Paffion fhe percew’d he had for
her, by all the little Arts the was Miftrefs of,
Apamia, . who had always her Spics over his

Actions, was not long before {he difcover’d this
new Amour, and, finding he could nather
clear himfelf from the Accufation, nor took
ny Pains even to deceive her on this Point, bent
her whole Mind on Revenge. T'o this detefted
kEnd fhe fent an anonvmous Letter to Seman-
toe, containing a full Account of the whole
Affair between Adraffus and herfelf, ‘their
Contra&, his Averfion to marry any other,
and the Defr on he had form’d to get rid of his
Engagemente: Then proceeded to rclatc
dl fhe had difcover’d (perhaps with fome Ad-

' ditions
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ditions to the Truth) of his new Amour wit,
his Brother’s Widow ; in fine, a whole Sheet
of Paper was crowded with Circumftances f;
{tabbing, that Semanthe had no fooner read i,
than fhe fell into a Swoon : 1 happen’d to come
in while her Women were endeavouring to
bring her to herfelf, and, {feecing this Letter lia
open on the Table, took it up, and put it iy
my Pocket, defigning to give it her on her
Recovery.

The firft ‘Thing fhe did indeed, after fhe
open’d her Eyes, was to fend them in Search
of it, and, remembring where fthe'had left it,
afk’d, Who had been near her Toilet ? O
which, to fave the Women the T'rouble of
looking, I told her I had the Paper I belicv’d
fhe meant ; but, as I fear’d that had been the
Occafion of her Indifpofition, it would be
better the fhould permit me to burn it, than
give it a fecond Reading. 1 will do neithe:
the one nor the other, anfwer’d fhe 3 but, fince
you have it, infift on your examining the Con-
tents, and then give me your fincere Opinion
what Credit I ought to afford them.

Tho’ I had but juft catt my Eye upon thi
Letter in folding it up, I had fcen enough to
guefs the Purport, and was forry I had fo
unfortunately brought myfelf into the Dilem-
ma of either falfifying my Sentiments, or, by
{peaking the T'ruth of them, add to the Affic-
tion I faw my Friend was in. 1 was obhgd
however to comply with her Requeft, and rc-
tir’d to a Window, under Pretence of having

a better Light, but indeed to confider on wha
]
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1 fhould fay after having finifh’d the Perufal of

this malicious Scroll.

Well, my dear Bellimante, faid fthe to me,
as foon as fhe thought I had read it, am I to
accufe my Fortune and my Hufband of In-
juftice, or the Author of that cruel Intelligence ?
The latter, doubtlefs, anfwer’d I ; for were
Adraftus capable of wronging you in this Man-
ner, the Difcovery would be made by none but
an Enemy to your Peace ; and from fuch a one
every ‘Thing ought to be fulpeéted.

This I might very truly'fay ; for none, but
a Perfon delighting in ill Offices, would have
been the Reporter of fuch News, how real a
Foundation foever they had for it. But I was
in much more Perplexity at the fecond Que-
ftion the put to me. Do you believe, faid fhe,
that Adraffus’s Marriage with me was an A&t
of Compulfion? That he lov’d and was con-
tralted at that Time to Apamia 2 Or that he
now entertains any difhonourable Defions on
her who was the Wife of his own Brother? I
muft confefs I was at a very great Lofs how to
reply, and I believe hefitated fo much, that the
could not but fee what my Opinion was, and
that I only ftudy’d for an Evafion. At laft,
dear Semanthe, faid I, think no more of {o
papable a Bafenefs. *T'is plain all this is
wrote merely with an Intention of giving you
Difquiet, and, perhaps too, to Irritate you to a
Behaviour to Adraflus which might render you
both eternally unhappy. —1or my Part, I
fhould, with the utmoft Difficulty, be brougnt
to belicve. there could be fuch a Man in the
World as this Letter has deferib’d, and no-

N thing
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thing but the moft glaring Proofs ought to
make you condemn your Hufband, even iy
“Thought.

Very right, an{wer’d this amiable Ladv ; and
I am refolv’d not only to aflure myfelf he is
entircly innocent, but alfo to redouble all my
former Tendernefs, and give him f{uch Proofs
of it, as even if he were guilty thould reclhim
him, and make him blufh within himfelf for
having ever wrong’d fo fincere and perfet an
Afteltion. :

Heavens ! continued Bellimante, wiping away
fome Tears, which in {pite of her ftole down
her Cheeks at the Remembrance of her fair
Friend, How did my Heart bleed for the
Wrongs I too well knew were done to this
fuffering Innocence! this moft perfedt Pattern
of conjugal Virtuc! But I diffembled my Con-
cern as well as I could, and, taking her in my
Arms, applauded, as it deferv’d, fo generous a
Proceeding.

What fhe had promis’d {he made good : She
never once mention’d her having receiv’d any
fuch Letter, to Adra/ius, or any other Perfon;
and from that Time forward teftify’d fo ar-
dent a Love for him in all her Words and |
Ac&tions, that he could not, without proclaim-
ing himfelf the moit brutally Savage of all tha
ever had the Shape of Man, avoid ufing ho
with Civility in Publick : How he behav’din
private, Heaven and themfelves alone
tell ; but I have been inform’d, that fhe by
often becn furpriz’d pouring forth the Anguif|
of her Mind in Tears. One Thing I cann
omit mentioning, which 1s, that, being new

Ve

]




The Lady's Drawing Room. 267

very fond of walking, and now by her Con-
dition render’d more averfe, becaufe lefs capable,
he was for ever propofing it, and, to engage
her to it, would accompany her himfelf, telling
her 1t was good for her Health, and befides, a
Recreation that was extreamly in Fafhion :
Her late Majefty, would he fay, walk’d
much when fhe was pregnant : The Prin-
cefles walk, and I thould be forry to have aWife
fo unpolite as to fit ftll like a Mope. To
oblige him fhe indeed walk’d beyond what was
confiftent either with the Strength or Inclination
of moft Engli/h Women bred in any Delicacy,
and it feems highly probable that fo much of
‘that robuft Exercife help’d to render her Spirits
too weak to bear up againft the many Caufis
fhe had of Difcontent, and contributed to
throw her into thofe Fits which occafion’d an
Abortion, and at the fame Time depriv’d her
of Life. Whether her cruel Hufband had any
Intention of getting rid of her by this fceming
Kindnefs I dare not aflirm ; but his Behaviour
Tince her Death has convinced all the World,
how well fatisfy’d he is in the Effelts of his
Prefcription.

As for Apamia, the Letter fhe wrote to Se-
‘manthe being found after her Deceafe, ard the
Hand being known by 4draffus, gave him a
{ufficient Pretence to break entircly off with
her : As fhe has no further Mcans of Revenge
1 her Power, fhe i1s oblig’d to content hericlf
with what Confolation fhe can find in new
Addreffes, which fhe receives promifcuoufly ;
few who offer themfelves being refus’d Admit-
tance into the Lift of her Admirers,
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Adraftus -as yet continues his Devoirs to his
Sifter-in-Law ; how long his inconflant Heart
will find the fame Charms in her Society is un-
certain ; Dbut fhe is of that happy Difpofition,
as to be eafy under any Circumftances, and
will fcarce lament the Lofs of his Affeltion
above a Day, whenever he fhall withdraw it
for a new Objelt.

Thefe, faid Bellisnante, are all the Particu-
lars I am able to inform you of concerning this
unhappy Adventure, nor had I known {o much,
had it not been for the Letter Apamia wrote to
Semanthe ; {o {triétly did that amiable Lady con-
form to all the Duties of a Wife, that while
her tender Heart was burfting at the Ingrati-
tude of a Hufband fo unworthy of her, the for-
bore even to utter a Groan that might give
Sufpicion of the Caufe ; but died as fhe liv'd,
a Model to our Sex, which I am afraid very
few, if any in her Circumitances, would be
able to copy.

Not to be guilty of Adraffus’s Vice, Ingra-
titude, faid Ethelinda, 1 thank you, my Dear,
for the SatisfaCtion my Curiofity has receiv’d ;
but I affure you, at the fame Time, you have
been compell’d to give me a kind of Pan
mix’d with Pleafure, and extited in me a Pal-
fion, which to me is the moft uneafy of any.
—1I have a thoufand T'imes, fince the Begin-
ning of your Recital, been ready to interrupt
you, by enquiring, It Providence fent no un-
common Calamity ' to punifh fuch uncommon
Cruelty ? But I muft endeavour to moderate
my Refentments, and only wifh to hear that

jomne
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fome time or other he may be truly fenfible of
the Value of the Jewel he always hung fo care-
lefly about him, and at laft threw away beyond
all Poflibility of Recovery.

I am of Opinion, Madam, reply’d Philetes,
that will one Day be the Cafc; Adrajstus s
yet young, and when Time and Expecrience
fhall corre& the Errors of his Judgment, he
will then look back on the Ufage of his Ladyv,
with a Horror, which, tho’ no Attonement to
the World, or to her mournful Parents, will at
leaft revenge them for the Lofs he has occafion’d
them.

I think, fuid £milia, one may behold in the
Charaéters of Apamia, Adraflus and his Sifter-
in-Law, a lively Piture of modern Love and
Honour : Semanthe fecms like fome bleft Spi-
rit wander’d from. its Sphere out of Curiofity
to prove Mankind, which having done, re-
turn’d to its firft Orb of Light, amaz’d and
frichted at the Degeneracy of this lower
World.

Indeed, added Aliranday one would {carce
believe her altogether human; Who could
{uftain Injuries fo unparallel’d, without harbour-
iz the leaft 'T'hought of doing any Thing to
retaliate them, or even complaining of her il
Fate? 1 think, for my Part, fhe bore much
more than cither Virtue or Duty requir’d of
her ; and I thould be f{o far from one of thofe
who would Dbe able to imitate her in this Part
of her Charaéter, that I would not fo much as
attempt it.

I muft own, faid Dorinthus, that tho’ I am
very much of Mr. Drvden’s Mind, who {ays,

N 3  Secrets
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Seerets of Marriage fhould be facred held,
U heir Sweets and Bittcrs by the IV ife conceal’d.

Yet do I think, under fuch Provocatione,
Semanthe had been perieftly juftify’d, if the
had coinplain’d to her noble Parents, and en-
treated to be receiv’d mto their Frotedtion,  So
raat by {uffering herfelf to be deftroy’d by a
lecret GI"“’ :[b anfwer’d the Charafler ang-
ther Poet gives of a Lady, who we may fup-
poje exercis’d her wifely Virtue in this {fuperia-
tive Dcgree.

She was 1 all Things move than Voman fhow’d
And err’d by being exquifirely good.

I never yet, refum’d Adiranda, could hear
any fubftantial Reafon aflign’d, why that fhould
be a Glory in.one Sex, which is a Shame in the
other. I'do not mean as to-Chaftity, that
being undoubtedly the peculiar Charalteriftick
of Womanhood, and the Lofs of Modefty is,
gcnera.lly fpeaking, the Lofs of all other Vir-
tues : But as to that paticnt Sufferance of In-
juries, for which Semanthe 1s {o much celebra-
ted, a Man would juftly be laugh’d at for his
want of Spirit, who fhculd tamely endure il
‘T'reatment from his Wife; and wherefore it
fhould be Praifeworthy in a Woman to fubmit
to 1t from her Hufband, has, I muft confefs,
alwuays been to me a Myvitery.

O Madam, reply’d Acafto, there are many
undeniable  Armuments in our Favour in this
Cufe ; but the Chicf is fromn the immutable

[decrco
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Decree of that Power, from which you have
no Appeal, in the third Chapter and fixteenth
Verfe of Genefts ; tho’ I am far from thinking
the Almighty Lawgiver meant 1t as a Sanc-
tion for Unkindnefs : The Man who makes
an il Ufe of the Power put mnto his Hands,
1s not only to be condemn’d for his tyrannick
Difpofition, but alfo anfwerable for all the
Errors the Woman may be provok’d by it to
commit.

“Tis well, Acaffo, faid LPhiletes with a Smile,
that the Clofe of thiv Oblervation has made
the Ladies fome Amends ;3 for I protudt T tremb-
lod for you in the Beginning. - Superiority
is a bitter Pill; and the Fair Sex, efpecially all
over Eurape, are fo accu{tom’d to command be-
fore Marriage, that they can ill defcend to
fubmit after it.

T'o put an Ind to this Difpute, faid Ezhe-
linda, and not terrify thefe Ladies from en-
tering into a State which appears fo full of Bug-
bears.: There 1s a Myf{tery in Marriage,
which gives to both, and vet to neither the Su-
periority over the other @ "Their Aftcctions and

cfires are undiftinguithable, and whichever
of them f{peaks, the Mouth 1s but the Oracie
of the others Heart. - Their Minds converfc
by Intuition, and are fo blended as not to have
the Power of adiing {eparately : He rules
her and fhe in him ; each exccutes no more
than the other wills, and cach, 1n clicet, but
obev their own Injunétirns,

T'his certainly, Madam, reply’d &firanda,
was the Union infhituted by Heaven 3 but it is
fo much of a Picce with ticaven, that I fhould
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doubt if it were to be found on Earth, did
not your own illuftrious Example give the
Proof.

All would be fo, refum’d this admirable
T.ady, were proper Carce taken by thofe who
have the Difpofal of us; for of ourfclves we are
too lizbie to be {way’d by a partial Inclination,
Oyur Senfés have too much Power over our
Reafon, and the DBeauty, or what to us feems
Beauty in the exterior Part, etther renders us
neglic nt. of the more valuable Part of the
Mind, or reprefents it to our dcluded Ifancy,
often very different from what it 1s 1n Rcahtv
It is not a violent Paffion; for that of it{elf, in
frece Poffclion, will dccay, as will the Charms
that evcited it, but a Sympathy of Humours
and a Crmﬁerlty of Principles that muft give
lafting Happinefs, and filence all thofe idle
T'erms of Superiority and Dependence, Com-
mand and Obedienee, which, in effelt, only ferve
to perplex weak Minds, and oceaflion Difcord ,
where elfe perhaps there might be perfeét Har-
mony.

Indeed, Madam, faid Acaffo, I have often
obferv’d that in Marriage, as in Religion and
Government, People differ more about /#urds
thain “tings, and lofing their Time about
Matters of meer Form, wholly neglect thofe
which are the £ /fentials of Happmefs. ‘The
Ceremony of Marriage appointed by the
Church is plain enough, the Parties take each
other for better and for worfe; and if they
would but as plainly confider, that they arc
to live always together, common Policy would

tell them, it was their Intereft, as well as Duty,
to
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to bear with each others Failings, and to en-
deavour mutually to oblige the other to a kind
Behaviour, by fhewing an Example in them-
felves, we fhould fee no fuch Things as conjugal
Diflention ; but where there is an afluming
Arrogatice on the one Side, or an over Deli-
cacy on the other, a fecret Difcontent, if not
an open Breach, muit be infallibly the Confe-
quence.

All the Company agreed to Arafla’s Way of
Reafoning, and Ethelinda and Philetes, who
had been long acquainted with him, made him
many Compliments on the Harmony, which
(ublifted between him and his Lady, who 1
found, by what they faid, had been dead fome
Years. After which Esmilia told him, in a gay
Manner, that, {ince fhe found he knew f{o well
how to live with a Wife, fthe wonder’d he did
not marry again ; to which he anfwer’d, That,
though as he had no Children living, he might
have a better Excufe for entering again into
that State than many others, yet he could never
wprove of fecond  Marriages. He faid,
That, in fpite of all could be alledg’d in favour
of Matrimony, he look’d on it at beft but as
n uncertain QOcean, where cvery Guil of Pafs
ion threaten’d Wreck, and therefore thought
ie ought to content himfclf with having made
ne nrofperous Voyage.-——Blefs me ! then faid
hat amiable Lady, fince there 1s fo much
Danger, 1 think it beft not to venture at ail.
You have faid enough, Aeaffe, crv’d Lucillius,
o furnith Emilia with Arguments againft Mar-
tage for this Month at leaft: I dare {wear

our Simile will be quoted by that beautiful
N s Mouth
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Mouth every Opportunity that arifes ; and ;
Lover muft employ all his Wits to anfwer it
with another equally juft in her Opinion.

"I'ho” nothing could more gratify my Vanity,
reply’d he, than to have any Thing of mine
repeated by one who can {peak fo much better
herfelfy, yet I would not wiflx to purchafe that
Honour at the Expence of Lucillius.

Pbhiletes and Deorinthus were both about to
take up the Word, when £thelinda perceiving
fome little Confufion in the modeft Cheeks of
Lmilia, prevented what they were going to fay.
-— I bar-all Particulars of any one in Prefence,
vry’d fhe 3 2nd, as I think we have had enough
of Love and Marriage, fhould be oblig’d to
whoever fhall change the Lopick for one lefs
ferious and interefting.

Permit me, Madam, then, faid Philetes, to
be the firft to obey you, in relating a Piece of
News I have juft receiv’d from a Friend of
mine at Fienna ; which 1s, that her Hungarian
" Majefty intends to write a Letter of Thanks,
with her own Hand, to the King of Grout
Britain, for the late Afliftance given her on
the Rbine.

Not the moft grave in the whole Company
could refrain {miling at this fudden Turn he
gave to the Converfation ;3 Lucillius and Dorin-
tbus laughd exceffively, and the former crv’d
out, A moft unpertant Article indced | And,
whether your Intellicence be true or falfe, will
add fome Thoufands to the fale of the Duaily
Advertifery Gazctteer, and other publick Pa-
pers.

Not
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Not if People were of my Way of Think-

ing, faid Bellimante, for the Papers you men-
tion have been {o long cram’d with nothing but
Letters from that Queen, and Paragraphs con-
cerning her Cafe and Situation, that the News-
Men have lot 2 Cufltomer of mc, being te-
folv’d to read no more, “till I am well afiur’d
they thall vouchfafe to infert fomething of more
Confequence to my own Country.

Take Care what you fay, lovely Bellimante,
reply’d Lucillzus, 1if vou talk in this Manner
beforc fome Companies, yow’ll be in danger of
being fufpected of a French Heart, and an Lne-
my to the Ballance of Europe.

I am no Vifionary, refum’d that Ladv, but,
as I pretend to no more than a f{uperficial Skill
in Politicks, I will not difpute whether this
ame Ballance of Power be any Thing more
than that chimerical Ballance the .9f2ronsmers
have fet up in the Hcavens; but this 1 aflure
vou, that I am very far from having a Freuch
Heart ; for how much foever 1 may have de-
clared myfelf 1n favour of that Nation in fome
Particulars, 1 cannot approve their Manncer of
acting in thofe foreign Affairs, they have lately
intermeddied with. They can at beft be
term’d but Jfuke-warm Friends, which is 2
Charadter I de?e/?; and 1 think, by thir bad
Management, they have prov’d thumifchves
enevoate Enes miesy which 1s what | cqrr*ﬂhr e~
_/}‘zﬁ Thcll Necotiations and Schemes of

Battle are alike ill laid and worfe con lucted,
{o have been ealily {ceir throuch ond f'con-
certed. "T'heir Rechaviour in rerard to Sta-
nifdausy a Prince fo ncarly allicd to his Motk
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Chriftian Majelfly, and {o worthy of the
"I’hrone, to which he had twice been call’d
by the Voice of the People, firft gave me an
ill Opinion of both their Politicks and Since-
rity ; and their concerning themfelves in gIving
a Head to the Germanick Body, and thereby
furnifhing an ambitious Princefs with a Pre-
tence for following her Fathers Steps, and
fetting all Europe in a Flame a fecond T'ime,
may convince any one, that they are not in
reality the Peace-makers of the World, as the
weak Affiftance they have afforded an Empe-
ror of their own fetting up, may of the In-
ftability of their Councils, the Inaétivity of
their Arms, and the little Dependance to be
placed on their Promifes.

Not, continued this beautiful Declaimer,
that I fhould confider thefe Things, but with
the fame Indiffterence I do the Hiftories of
Times long fince paft over, had not Great
Britain too deeply interefted itfelf in the fatal
Struggle, and that too at a Crifis, in my poor
Opinion, equally unfeafonable for its Intereft
and its Glory. We are already engaged ina
mo{t juftihable, becaufe neceflary War with a
mighty Power, our Wealth was drain’d to the
very Vitals by foreign Depiredations and home
Supplies ;3 our Commerce vifibly decay’d, when,
by fome Motives too dcep for my Penetration,
we run to the Afiiftance of a Family, not over
grateful for good Ofhces, and negledt the Calls
of Sclf-defence. I could fay more, but my
Z.eal for the Welfare of my Country, might,
perhaps, tranfport me too far.

Y ou



The Lady's Draw:ing Room. 274

You have {aid enough, Madam, anf{wesr’d
Philetes, to convince us you have made the
Study of Politicks more your Care, than you
would feem to have done; and alfo that you
were not of the Number of thofe who cn-
couraged a Propofal made fome Fime fince in
the publick Papers for a voluntary Contri-
bution among the Nobility and Gentrv., in
order to make a Prefent to the Queen of Hiun-
gary.

No indeed, cry’d fhe haftilv, and was with
fome D:fﬁculty perfuaded, that any one could
ever think of fuch a Thing in carneft.——I]t
was a Picce of Generoﬁty which, I dare fay,
Marilla never found equall’d in all the Ro-
mances fhe had read: For tho’ I think there
have been Heroes who negleéted the Defence of
their own Dominions to eftablith other Princes
in theirs, yet I never heard their Subjects con-
tributed their Money, as well as Blood, for
carrying on the War.

How niggardly you are, ZBellimante, faid
Ethelinda : 1 know a Lady who intended to
fell all her Plate and Jewels for that Purpofe :
Now, I warrant you would rather difpofe of
yours to purchafe Ammunition {or our l'lect in
the e/t Tndies.

Well, Ladies, faid Dorintbus, lince you
have thefe Notions, I know not whether I dare
venture to fhiew you a Scheme drawn up by a
Friend of mine, who is a great Projector, In
order to be prefented to Parliament next Sef-
fions, for the Relicf of the Qucen of Hungary.

It muft be a good Invention, reply’d Ethe-

knda, that can find any new Ways of ruiling
Money,
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Money, when there is fcarce {ufficient in the

Nation to {upply the old ; therefore I beg to
Liear it.

DPorinthus, at thefe Words, took a Picce of
Paper out of his Pocket, and read as follows :

A PROPOSAL,

Humbly offer®d to the Confideration of Lcti
Houses of PARLIAMENT.

Containing an eafy Mecthod of raifing Money
for aflifting the QUEEN of HUNG AR }]
humbhing “the Power of FRANCE.
preferving the BALANCE of Power in
EURQOPE, and fecuring his MAJESTY"
forergn DOMINIONS.

TH AT all Gentlemen, of what Degree foiver
(the Right Reverend the Bifhops not excrpicd)
poflefs’d of Sine-cures, fhowld be 0blio’d to veln-
guifh, for the aforefaid Purpofes, ail Frshi;
arifing ﬁ‘am thencey over and above what 1s re-
cc1rv’d by the Perfons who allually officiate.

1. That all Nebleinen, Geitlemen, cr cthers,
who receive Salaries from the Crowwn, é".fru".?.f-{
thres thoufand Pounds per Annum, fhorld, ot cf
every Thoufand over and albove the faid St
allsw three bundrved Pounds y and this to be fuid

at the Time cf their recerving the 17 hole.

I11.
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I11. That all Lovers of Italian Painting fhould,

for every Picce of fuch Ornament in their Houfes,
walued at above five hundred Pounds, pay fifty
Pounds into the Hands of the Government, for
every hundred Pounds it can be prov’d to hawve copt
upwardngf the faid Sum of five hundred Pounds.

IV. That all Aétors of Plays, and Intcriudes,
sr that are Singers, Dancers, or otherw:fe per-
form in thofe Entertainments, who have Salarics
amounting to more than four Pounds per I¥eck,
fhould pay two Shillings out of cvery Pound they
receive above the faid Sum of four Pounds.

V. And that all thcfe Sums fhouid be vecei’d
by Collectors wwho fhall pevyform this Office gratis,
and withsut any Deduétion for Trouble or Ex-
pences of what Kind foever, which may attend the

Gathering in of the [aid Sums.

This Propofal gave a good deal of Diver-
{ion to us all, and Ethelinda {ard, That, if it
had been ferious, there could not be a lefs op-
preflive Taxation, fince no Body would have
any Thing taken from them but what they
might very well fpare. But as for Buildinge,
added fhe, Gardening, Jewels, Plate, Equipuge,
and Tables, they keep our Poor from Idlcnet:,
employ our Artificers, and are an Encourapce~
ment to [Trade m general ; therctore are Luxu-
ries which merit Indulaence, and cught never
to be tax’d but in the laft Neceflity, which i
hope will never be our Cafe.

Thefe whimfical Propofuls would deubtlefs
have furni{h’d a long Converfation had not the
Hour arriv’d in which we generally tock Leave.
‘The gracious Lithelinda told us at parting, ke

dedira
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defir’d we would poftpone our next Vifit a Dav
longer than that on which we were accuftom’y
to wait upon her ; becaufe, faid fhe, I intend
to fet out for the Country the next Morning,
and fhall be glad your engaging Converfation
may be the laft I hear in Town, to the Enyg
my Memory may be the better able to carry
it with me on the Road. *

So obliging a Compliment demanded the mof}
grateful Acknowledgments from us all; but we
could not hear our Happine{s was o necar 3
Clofe, without teftifying the utmoft Concern,
which alfo receiv’d a confliderable Addition by
being told the charm:ing Bellinante was to ac-
company her in that Journey, and that they
did not purpofe to return ’till Winter,
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